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i  mmi  NMlitm  hug  tk^  tie 
:::x,  end  rf thefevtitk  mtitm^ 
IjdsKd. 

cxtmiltc  coan^  wliicii  flretcnts  itfes 
wt  Hoc  Dorthwjiils  froci  cipc  Jf/^t^f^ 
he  ILtUntsU^  laft  l^ken  <^,  to  tli6 
tu^Mffe  ca!!  it,  ^«  ^j  CiaBerriT,  that  fgle^eA 
I'outfa  lat.  to  the  4idi  degree  nordn  in  ttrmtrnM 
./iCs  ;  oootainsthe  following  principal  ^aUt^^^ 
,  nf^doy  Kcng9y  LsangCy  and  Pnpt5#; 
:'  MtoTRon^  or  MttambOy  Afac^k9^  or 
'  r  ec  with  fundiy  other  nations,  known 
their  names,  and  the  traffic  thev  camry 
::doiiis,Qf  whrchwe  fiiali  alfogive  th6 
t  h  IB  our  mod  authentic  geographers^ 
y  dtheri;^  which  tefs  accora^e  writecs 
iiterfperft^  aihongft  them,  both  on  the  ' 
which  vl^  find  iittle  more  than  their 
'.ay  be  worthy  of  credit. .  Tho*  here  it  ^^  i^n^ 
obferv^,  tiiat  ibme  of  our  later  geogra* 
cir  incredulity  too  far,  and  pronounced 
ojriAte  in'  it  «o.be  Imaginary,  becaufe 
il^^^^^fhe  pbce  which  the  old  mapa 
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B  O  iO  K  XVII. 


C  H  A  p.     I. 

X)f  the  frifCHpal  ](ingdms  nnd  Nations  lying  along  thi 
'  Wefitrn  Couji  of  Africa,  andoftbofe^ivb  are  icon* 
.  tiguous  io  fhm  on  the  inland. 

THIS  wc'fterh  and  extcnfivb  cdaft,  Wfiich  ftretcheil  itfeff 
in  art  alnioft  dire£l  line  northwards,  froth  cape  Negroi 
the  boundary  of  the  Hottentots^  laft  iJ)ok6n  of,  to  thfe 
trab  river,  or,  as  the  PoYtuguefe  call  it,  Rio  dos  CamaronSy  that  ThenniK 
is,  from  the  i6th  degree  fouth  lat.  to  the  4th  degree  north,  in  temeoajt 
all  20  dicgrees,or  1600 miles ;  containsthe  following  principal  iefcriUd^ 
kingdoms,  vi%*  Bengtteia^  JfigdOy  Kongo^  Loangd,  and  Pomto ; 
Juid  in  the  inland  thofe  of  Meqman^  or  Metamha^  Macbkoy  or 
AfiTikoy  and  Mulaft^  together- with  fundr^  other  nations,  known 
only  to  the  Europeans  by  theiV  names,  and  the  traffic  they  carry 
on  with  the  maritime  kingdoni$,Qf  which  we  fliall  alfo  give  the 
bcft  account  we  meet  witb  in  our  mdft  authentic  geographers^ 
Whilft  we  pAfs  by  many  6theH,  which  tefs  accttra\e  writets 
tod  map*rnakers  have  interfperH^d  ^ihdngft  them^  both  on  the   ' 
coaft  and  inland,  of  which  We  iJnd  little  more  than  their 
iJamcsi  if  <^^cn  thiefe  may  be  worthy  of  credit.  .'*  The'  here  it  /^^  e^tenA 
may  not  be  amifs  io  obferv^,  Aat  feme  of  ov^r  later  geogra- 
phers have  carried  their,  incredulity  too  far,  and  pronounced 
ibmc  kingdoihs  and  coUritrles  in  it  «o-be  imaginary,  bec^ufe   . 
ftfey  have-not  found  th^m  m-  the  pfece  which  the  tdd  maps 
affigiied  th^m^  or  iinder  fhe  exa£l  names  whict^  thefe  give 
them.      -     '•  .J 
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2  -yfe  African  Hiftory  of       ^.  XVlf . 

t)r  this naturcwc  take  t6e  kingdom  of  Mdtaman,  adias  GSm- 
Kingdoms  -9^,  to  be-5lifiHiSfr  i9>|^ae6a  by  diem  on  the  ibuthemmoft  part  of 
lying  MfoM  this  coaft,  between  Binguila  «nd  cape  NegrOy  the  firft  of  which 
ii»  tiaifiesi  we  are  told)  is  that  of  its  mooarcHs,  and  the  other  that 

of  the  touAtry ;    and,  as  Vkre  ait  farther  told,  ej^tends  itfdf 
eaftward  as  far  as  that  of  Adonomotapay  where  the  river  Saga^ 
mdri  divides  itfrom  jtv    Yer hath  this  kingdom,  tho*  di- 
i^in^y  fpoken  of  by  our  countryman  Anirtw  Batul^y  for  its 
frecjuent  waflrs  v^th  tnpfe  of  Kongt^ysA  Aigola^  and  fince,  iy 
the  good  capuchm  fatfier  Gavafiy  whorefided  in  thofe  parts^iz 
whole  years,  and  was  ^th^rpttghly  acquainted  with  the  barba- 
rous manners  of  its  inhabitants,  been  peremptorily  pronounced 
an  ioM^ary  biiey  ti'y  fome  of  oui^  lateft  geographers^<^ ;  the' 
for  ho  other  reafoh,  that  we  can  (ee,  but  becauiS  it  is*  not  to 
nai  tf    be  fou^d  any- where  on  this  coaft,  biit  lies  farther  BotK'in  tlie  in- 
Mataman  lahd*,  aiiff  perhaps  fome  hundred  miles  more  northward*  than 
not  immgi'  xht  old  maps  had  placed  It.    We  fliall,  however,  find  a  more' 
nary,  hiit   pmpei  plate,  wfaeic  to  treat  more  fuHy  of  it,  and  of  its  famed, 
mi/plated,  or  rather  infamous,  queen  Z/fltg-A^,  who,  by  the  help  of  her 
JagaSy  or  Giagasy  a   wairlike  biit  inhuman  nation,   found 
iU'esOis  to feize  on  thjif  kingdom,  arid,  dttnng  a  reigirof  near 
ftO  yc^ars,  (q;  prove  a  nlpft  dreadful  enemy  to  tfieP^r/tt^r^.of 
Jngoloy  and  to  blacken  Her  reign  with  the  moff  horrid  and  ex- 
ecrable inhumanities,  beyond  what  any  other  hiftoifalFord^  of 
that  kind.   But  of  this,  and  other  particulars  of  that  kiDj;dom, 
wefball  /orbicar  Aying  ^riy  thing  farther,  till  th^y  Cbxtik  iii  due 
jcoiirfe,  ahd  begin  our  delcriptiori'  of  ,thi^  coafl;  with^the  moft 
confiicVablccountiy,  to  that  of  the  tiotUnUU^  wHehcc  we  fee 
^but. 

c  H  A  f^:  it 

l!he  Hifiiory  of  the  Kin^dm  of  Ben^ela. 

THIS  kingdom  was,  by  the  generality  of  gec^raphei^, 
-6  fuppofed  to  extend  itfelf  along  this  coaft  from  Cab^  Ne- 

dom  of      gYQy  the  Hottentot  boundary,  to  the  river  oiConanza^^  or  ^an*  , 
Benguela.  ^^  which  divided  it  on  that  fide  from  jfngola^zt  about  lo  de- 
grees, 5  miputes,  foufh latitude.      But  Mr.  DeLtjie  hnh 
,,.;,..    -  lince  cbirreffed  .that  error,  and  extends  it  no  farther  north 
than  the  Ikngtula  vekbioy  or  Old  Bsnguela^y  in  ^  degrees^ 

,  .«  BaiRROs  Decad.  lib.  i.  Purch.  Pilgr.  part  ii  p.  ^4.  Dap* 
ipER,  ^  al.-  ^  Battel,  ap.  Porch.  Pilgr.  part  ii.  liB.  vil.  c.  16. 
i>AV4M»  CpwgPt  vol-  i.  c.  4-  *  Sw  D  Arvill^^s  Map  of 

Afric.     La  Martin  iere,  fub  voc,  ^  Sec  Mis  Map  of  Kon- 

go and  Cafraria. 

4    ^         ^     ^    '       •54mi- 
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54  -minutes ;  it  being  probable  the  Portuguefe  have  cgnquercti 

?o  much  of  that  coaft^  fince  they]  became  mafters  ofAhgola^  ' 

m  which  he  places  the  country  callefl  S^mafuchi  Ca^bari^  and  Extnti 

the  river  Cuhgi,    It'is  bounded^  according  to  him, on  theeaft  anii  bouit^ 

S'  thtyagaCafangi^  or  Jagan Chief ywho  over-ran  that  traS  in  darikK 
c  time  when  otir  Countryman  Battel  was  among  them  *  ;  and  . 
probably,  froni  a  ^^ndefing  life,  which  he  ahd  hi$  favageshad 
led  tiH  then,  plundering,  ravaging^  and  putting  all  to  nre  and 
fwordy  where-eveir  he  came,  was  at  length  invited  to  fix  his 
abode  there.  On  the  fouth,  our  aujhor  places  the  province  of 
Vbila^  between  the  Hottentots  and'  BenguelaSj  which,  traflfs 
mo^ly  inhabicisd'by  much  fuch  faVage  nations  as  the  Cafferi 
zxidyagas  ^.  .  _ 

Thj?  chieiF  bays^  towns,  ahd* rivers,  on  this coaft^ ^m the Ci^,  taf^ 
cape  I^egro  to  the  river  Coanzaj  are  thbfe  that  follow :  ««^  rU 

The  bay  of  Mat/otto^  abput  five  leagues  fouth  of  the  Co-  ^^''^ 
)anza  above-mentioned,  at  the  liiouth  of  which  are'(bmt  firiall  ^^/V  ,^ 
rocks  and  (helves,  even  with  the  watei' j  fiVe  leagues  farther  to  W**^^' 
the  fouth  is  Ca^o  Ledoy  a'hd  eight  farther  that  called  theCapi  . 
of  the  three  Pitnis ;  thence  to  Capofalji  four ;  from  thertce  to 
that  of  St.  Bras  eleven ;  and  from  that  to  the  Chicieh  or  HeeH'^ 
'der^s  Btiyy   fo  called  by  the  Dutchj  from  the  vaft  quantities 
which  are  bred  there ;  the  coaft  riin^  low  for  the  fpace  of  ten 
leagues.  The  country  is  fertile,  and  goes  by  the  naiiie  ofFiellapU  Ben.* 
BengUekyOt  Old  Benguela:  it  hath  a  conu<;lerabIe  bay,  about'guela  dg*,^ 
two  leagues  in  length,  half  a*  Jeagufe  brbadi  and  between  tcn^^^*^* 
and  twelve  fathom  deep ;  the  bottom  a  flimj  mud; 

O^  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay  is  a  town^  or  lar^  village^ 
fituated  on  a  high 'mountain,  where  one  meets  with  large 
beeves,  Ihctep,  poultry,  ahd  other  pf bvifion^;  to  bfe  fold  in  great' 
plenty,  togediei^  with  elephants  teeth ;  all  which  the  inhabitants 
barter  for  mufkets,  and  other.fire*arms,  yhich  are  herein 
ra-eat  re'queft  S.    And  it  is  this  fmall  tprritpry  which  Mr.  Bi 
Life  comprehends  under  the  name  of  0U\  Benguela\  but  the 
iXutch  n^aps  extend  quite  frort  ca^'  St.  Srds  to  the  Chickerfs 
Bay.    Five  leagues  further  fouth  ward  is  thd  RioLongOy  catled^o  t/^t^ 
alfo  the  river  Moreno^  whofe  njouth  is  tiAder  the  nth  degree  go  ^fl^ 
of  fouth  lat,  but  is  fo,  Very  (hallW,  that*  finall  boats  can  hardly  ^<8^A* 
fell  on  it  J  arid  yet  the  natives  have  found  out'  a  \^av  of  navi- 
gating on  it  in  flat-bOttom*d  vejtfefe,  which  they  call  pahgales. 
The  Pottuguefiy  yft  arc  told,  hivt  liteWlfe  often  attempted 
tfte  fame  expedient,  in  order  to' bring  their  (laves  from  MaJfiH' 
gdnio  this  coafl:,  but  haVe'  lidt'bebrt  ablrf  to  <iohhpafs  it,  bj 
reafon  of  its  many  fandy  banks^  and  the  rapidity  of  its  couffe  C 

•  $ce  PuRCii:.  ub.  f«p   p.  ^^s  ^  IH  Li»t»t»  9b.  fop. 

t  I>KVtEK,  Afric.  ^  Map  of  Kongp;  *  Dafpik^ 
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jj.  .ne  Atng^h  nifiory  qf        B.5CVIL 

About  eight  leagues  from  that  river  is  the.tQwn  of  Ma^ 

^  iikongay  where  the  rortuguefe  have  their  magazines  of  deaths^ 

fire-arm^,  powder,  6fc.  which  they  exchange  with  the  inha- 

bitaflts  for  beeves,  hogs,  ivory,  and  other  wares.     About  15 

I?  •  tr       l^^S^cS  farther  fouthward  frofti  that  town  is  the  mouth  of  the 

Fair  Kft-    ^jy^^  }iaion  bella^  formed  by  two  or  three  arms  which  re-unite 

toll  Paj.    ^h(;re.     It  is  fpacious  and  convenient,  15  or  16  feet  deep,  and 

Iheltered  from  every  wind,  and  fit  for  the  largeft  veffels  to  ride 

in.   The  water  of  it  is  .fait,  and  found  the  haven  are  deep 

^alt  made  ^^^^^^5,  digged  to  receive  it,  and  harden  it  into  fait*     On  the 

dfiis  w«-  iiorth  fide  of  the  river  the  fea  forms  another  kind  of  bay, 

iif.  htgt  and  fafe  for  mariners  to  lie  at  anchor,  on  which  account 

the  Dutch  have  given  it  tht  ndunc  of  The  good  or /air  Bay* 

About  two  leagues  fouth  of  it  is  another  river,  whofe  waters 

are  frefh  and  fweet,  but  which  difcharges  them  into  the  fea  on^ 

ly  after  a  rainy  feafon  ^. 

Sailing  ftill  farther  fouthward,  one  comes  to  the  large  bay 
S^  0/      of  Benguela^  which  is  two  full  leagues  long  from  angle  t6 
£ejigueia.  angle,  and  about  a  league  in  breadth ;  on  the  north  nook  of  it 
ftands  the  town  of  its  name,  and  a  fort  built  by  the  Portuguefe* 
Before  the  town  is  a  large  fandy  bank,  which  hinders  the  veflels 
from  anchoring  nearer  it  than  at  a  fu]l  leaguers  diftance :  the 
Mortis  inclofed  with  palifadoes,  and  furrounded  with  houfes, 
all  finely  (heltcred  with  bananas,  orange  and  lemon  trees, 
pomegranates,  and  bancovas.     Behind   it  is  digged  a  well  o^ 
7hetrtism  freshwater,  and  at  fome  diftance  round  J5^«^tttf&  are  feven 
undsviU     Other  villages  depending  upon  It,  njiz,  Motonda^Peringay  diftant 
iagk^t  about  about  a  m\\6  and  an  half  from  the  fort,  and  about  a  mile 
I/.        '     from  each  other;  Matn-Kifomba^  a  l^rge  fettlement  which 
can  rialfe  3000  men  ;  Maninomma^  Mam-Kifombtiy  Pikenay 
and  Mdni'kilonda  \ .  to  which  one  may  add,  the  Mondombas 
and  Mohidndosj  two  vaffal  nations  to  penguela.     The  pQript- 
guefe  wer6  once  fettled  in  thefe  towns  \  but  fearing;  left  the  na- 
tives fhould  furround  and  fall  upon  them,  retired  io  Majftnguai 
but,  in  their  flight,  were  clofely  purfued,  and  a  great  number 
were  deftroved  by  them. 
The  ifitwi'       On  the  weft  fide  of  the  bay  of  Benguela  ftands  a  high  moun- 
^/^V.  -    tain,  flat  on  the  top,  and  called  Ixy  the  Portugue/e^  Somhricra^ 
bombnefo  ^j^j  by  the  Flemings^  Klop^Mets,  from  its  refemblance  to  a 
prleft's  angular  cap.     At  the  bottom  of  this  mountain  is  an- 
other bay  of  the  fame  name,  ,whofe  water,  though  dear,  is 
n6t  fit  to  drink.    '  All  the  fliore  ifo  the  fouthward  appears  like  a  . 
fgacioiis  fandy  plain,  at  the  end  of  which  is  a  deep  and  fruitful 
'    -         vdileyl/-  •  /  " 

*  THlsis  all  we  meet  With  rriclft  remarkable  oii  the  Benguela 
coq^ft  J-  euT  geographers  have  apddeda  lift  of  the  provinces 

.^  Hibid/    ^  Db  Lisle,  Dapper,  &al.  which- 
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C.  !•  Tie  Kingdcm  of  BcngueJa.       .     . ,  J 

which  are  in  the  inland,  without  mentioning  any  citieSf  towni, 
or  other  things  remarkable,  in  any  of  them  ^  their  names  U9    . 
as  follow. 

I.  S,  Namhoa  Angonga,  2.  Gengt^^.  ^illenga.  ^^Zemhtii 
Katira,  4.  Zcwa  ^illembe.  5.  Btmbi^  or  Dos  ^imhandos, 
|5.  Zewa  Angola  Gimha,  ^.  Zamta-ganJo.  8.  LittliBemba^.biiutaml' 
9.  Soua^  al.  Zowa.  10.  Pallancft.  jl.  Jaga  Canhica.  I%.fr9viwc4s. 
Sowa  Girata,  13.  Cafanni  fj,aquiUndfU,  14.  ^oj'a  Kalemba* 
15.  7^^^  Kakonda,  16.  The  province  or  country  of  the  A&- 
jumhas. 

On  the  coafts  ^re  thofe  of  JAhoU  and  -.^»g'^,  Sqiwa  Karia^ 
Sowa  Cajemba  grande^  the  country  of  the  Sumbiji  and  ^i«- 
hondo^. 

The  chief  ports  and  bays  are  thpfe  of  Benguel0vielt(i^  oxGtUs^fim* 
Old  Benguela^  Mankikondoy  the  fort  of  CahutOj  St»  Philips  ox  ports,  ri* 
New  Bengueky  St,  Maria  ha^affirfa^  or  Thefalfe  Bajy  Bajt^'oers  and 
Tortuga^   Angra  de  NegroSy  and  Great  Wiffers  bay,  and  th^t^«^'« 
filled  by  ^^  Portuguefey  Bay  a' das  VaccaSy  or  Cow's  Bayy  o5i^y»*M» 
account  of  the  grpat  number  of  thofe  creatures  which  arc  Vacca?^ 
bred  in  its  neighbourhood.    This  laft,  though  npt  large,  is 
fit  to  receive  (hips  of  burden ;  and  the  country  abounding 
wl^h  provif;ons  of  other  kin4s,  makes  it  a  place  of  refort  for 
commerce ;  fome  mines  of  feyeral  i^etals,  and  particularly  of 
filver,  arefaid  to  be  found  near  the  bay  n,  (A) 

The  chief  rivers  on  this  coaft  are  the  Rio  Longo,  Nieoy  Kor 
ton  belhy  Guborohy  al.  river  of  St.  francisy  the  CJabeniay  aad 
Cutembo''. 

MpsT  parts  of  this  kingdom  ^ere  once  populous  and  fejc- 
file,  but  fufiFcr^d  fo  much  by  the  invafion  of  the  JogaSy  a 
curled  wandering  fiavage  nation  of  cannibals,  of  whom  we 
jpiall  give  ^  fuller  account  in  the  conclufion  of  this  chaptec»  ' 
as  well  as  by  the  frequent  wars  which  the  Benguelans  have 
been  engaged  in  againft  the  kings  of  KongOy  and  the  Portn-' 

»  Id.  tbid.  ^  De  his,  yid.  Carli  Anqei^o,  3i  Meroll^ 

Voy.  °  De  Lille's  Map  gf]^oi\go. 

(A)  This  bay  is  alfo  called  It  is  on  tbi3  bay  thjat  the  ^jn- 

Baya  de,  Tom^  from  a  rock  in  it  tugut/th^ve  built  the  fort  of  St. 

like,  a  tower.'    Battel  (ay  i,  that  Pi&/V/>,there  being  none  to  euarii 

ihips.may  fafely  ride  into  it,  the  it  before*  nor  indeed  any  ^ttKe-    . 

coaft  being  fioopth;  and  is  com-  ikient.    They  alfo  gave  it  the 

joponly  Ke&rt^d  to    by  vefTela  .  name  of  Nenv  BengueUy  to  di- 

l^omeward  bound  from  iidia  to  flingaiOi  it  from  the  pi/ lately 

refrelh  at.    The  Portugu£/e  car^  mentioned  l^), 
raccas  often  pafs  along  this  coall 

jn  their  way  to  Loango  ( \ ) .  ,    .       . .  , 

(1}  Fid.  Pureh,  Pilgr.  vol.  il.  /..  973.  (ft)  J4,  ibid,  ^f>  Gmt^  & ^U 
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j5  pcMry^^iii/hfy  ^       RXVH, 

^  &fSv4  ^l^/^*^^^?:^,*^  whole.9ountry  was  f?^4rfy  ruiqcd  by  the 

?6i'hnicr,''2^d  |n  part  fubducd  by, the  latter,  in  our  countryipw 

^'iattits  tiine  J  tincc  which  that  CQ^aft  hath  been  fo  Jittle  .fre^ 

qucnjtcd^y  any  qt\^r  ^Etifofeans^  ,ihzt  yre  c^A  giyc  but  Ijttle 

.   account  oHts  late  or  prefent  ftatc.  • 

What  its  an^icnt.gpvernmcnt  was,  we, arc  not  told  ;  b^f 
'  ill  allliMihopd  monarchical,,,  fmce  it  isftyled  a  kingdom;  l)ut 
*     yfejaje  Jold  by  OJo  and  l,apezy  that,  in  the  time  of  his  being 
there,in  XsSQy  tlie  greater  part  was  divided  into  a  vail  numfaoc 
6T  petty -lordmips,  and  all  fubjefi  to  the  gbvernnfient  of  Angola  ^j 
which  is  to  us  a  fufficient  c^eiponftration  of  its  poverty,  that 
icing  tjie  common  lot  of  all  thpfc  people  who  arc  doomed  td 
that  heavy  yoke,  as  we {hallfee  when  we  come  to  the  hiftory 
,  ^  of  that  kingdom,  and  its  wretched  vaflals.     The  air  of  the 

country,  the, fame  author  fells  us,  is  fo  very  unhealthy  that  it 
infe6ls  the  very  ground,  and  caufes  its  produce,  as  well  as  the 
water  of  it,  to,  be  morf  unwhjblcfome  to  the  natives,  and  almoft 
^  poifDnous  to  the  Europeans  \  fo  that  they  are  forced  to 
have  all  that  tHey  cator  drinVbrougbt  from  abroad ;  and,  evea 
with  all  this  precaution,  tKoiJB  few  that. hold  out  againft  the 
badnefs  of  the  air.  and  'clinis^te,  look  more  like  fbadows,  or 
,inen  dug  out  of  their  graves^  than  human  creatures,  and  their 
voice  is  fo  broken,  that  they  feem,  when  they  fpeak,  as  if  they 
held  their  breath  between  th^ir  teeth.  And  hence  it'  is  that 
few  Eurafeans  care  to  venture  on.fliore,  much  Jefs  to.ftay  long 
'^enough  to  inform  thcmf(^Ives  about  the  ftate  or  nature  of  the. 
country,  or  of  its  inhabitants, 
Tku*  y^^  ^^^  told,  however^  that  there  was  a  Portuguife  gover- 

tf/'New     nor  in  the  new  city  of  Benguila^  or  fort  St.  Philips  in  theyear 
Bcxiguelari  666,  whc;i,C<arfi  was  there  i  be  !adds,  that  there  were  theni 
about  200  .wl^ite  iinhabi^aiits,  ai\d  a  great  number  of  blacks  $ 
|that  the  houfes^are.  built  of  nothing  better  than  niud  and  ftraw; . 
thefc  being  the  ipateri^s '  of  which  even  the  church  and  fort 
Nati*uef    i^onfift  P. '  The  people  who  live  about  this  bay,  and  are  called 
difcribed.  Sndall  JHo^idoSj  ire  a  brutiih  lawlefs  people,  living  without 
any  government,  ^d  by  no  means  to  be  truftcd  by  thofe  who 
tr^c .  w^t^j  tji^m ; ,  tho'  In^  other  refpe£ls  fo  fxmple  and  cowsM'd* 
[|y,^that  ^thirty  ,,or  Jqrty  ipen  may  boldly  go  up , through  thevr 
jcountfy^.an^.l^ring.down  whole^Jberds  of  cattle  from. thence* 
Their  mo-  They<^tr;^c.fpr  no  other  money,  than  a  fort  of  ^lafs  beads,  aa 
ney.         tilnch  Ipng,  axid  of  various  colours,*  which  they  aJfo  ufe  as  orna^ 
4nents,  about  their  necks,  arms,  ^c.  fixtcen  of  which  will  pur- 
chafea-good-lirt  cow  from  them '.     The  men  wear  fltins 
round  their  middles,  and  collars  about  their  necks ;  they  ufe 
the  bow  and  arrows,  and  carry  darts  fenced  v^ith  iron  ;  they 
^  Voy.  lib.  i.  c.  5.        »  See  his  Voyage,  p.  560.       ^  Bat'! 
TBLai«»  Porch*  ub^&|i.    -     ' 
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Cjz;      .     tb^  Kin^doj^   of  JBcngficIa:  f 

allow  themrclves  a  plurality  of  women;  and,  which  is  ftill 

woi-fe,  keep  ibme  males  in  women's  apparel  among  theSr 

wives.    The  women  wear  a  copper  collar  about  theirneckSf 

faid  to  weigh  atleaft  fifteen  pounds ;  they  likewife  adon^  their         •     - 

arms  with  bells  and  bracelets,  reaching  up  to  their  elbows, 

and  cover  their  middles  with  a  kind  of  cloth,  made  of  the  baric 

of  the  infanda  tree,  neither  fpun  nor  woven;  their  legs  are 

likewife  embellilhed  with  Copper  rii^,  reaching  up  to  th9 

calf.  ■        ^       . 

The  province  to  which  this  quarter  belongs  is  called  Dam-  Mmniaifh 
hey  and  is  noted  for  a  high  ridge  offierras,  orliigh  mountains,  mtdmnn 
which  extend  themfelve^  to  thofc  of  CmhamhaSy  vniieTe  zr^  aU  coffer* 
the  mines  lately  mentioned.     Thefe  ftretch  .then^lves  along 
the  coaft  fouth  arid  weft>  and  abound  with  fine  copper,  if  thi 
natives  had  biit  the  induftry  to  work  them;  but  their  indoleince 
will  not  fuffer  them  to  ufe  more  of  it  than  will  ftrvc  them  foir 
ornaments  r.   Our  authbf,  who~  is  the  only  one  Who  iiath  tra- 
velled thro'  moft  of  this  country,  ^s  appears  by  the  account 
he 'gives  of  himfelf,  and  the  occafion  of  his  being  iirft  brought 
a  prifoner  from  t^e  Weft- Indies  to  Angdhy  by  the  Portuguefe^ 
from  whom  he  •made*  his  efcape  into  this  of  Bi^guek^  adds, 
that  he  (aw  many  lar^e  towns  in  it,  the  moft  cornideirable  of 
which  he  calls  Kaftm^  and  defcribes  as  a  very  large  one,  and  ^het^^nm, 
fo  over-grown  with  alikondie  trees  (B),  ceoarsi  and  palms,  e/^Kafljij. 

that  defyrih4^, 
*  PuRGHAS  Pilgr.  ub.  fup. 

(B)  We  ^d  this  extraordina-  **  The  negvoes  climb  up  by 

ry  tree  thus  pleafandy  defcribed  '*  pegs  of  kard  wood  (wkichthat 

Jby  Purtkas,  irom  fhe  reppct.  ^f  <*  foner  one  caifity  lyceiwb,  it* 

the  above-menti9ned^tf^/if/(3).  **  fmoothnefs  not  admitting  of 

**  The  ^(i^oQdji  ,or  (^fico^de  tr<e  ^^  any  other  vf%y  of  <^imbing  it^ 

**  is  tali,  and  of  a  prodigious  "  andl  thinktbatfome  oftheni 

JJ>  .tluckf^^ii^pe^  th^m  fieing^  5*  -hold  forty  cuds  of  water. 

**  '^^ JO. 4^,9^  J^4^  «f^  twtfv^  ^'    The  tree  aHaids  a  no  left 

.'^^n^i^nJ^j^o^.Tiheyrprefid  **  hpundful  hofpicaJity  to  th^ 

/*  l^^e^p  Qftfe,i|pJ  JCgg^eof^^c/n  "  jback  thai*  to  the  belly,  yitld- 

**  §^^.hplK^^  :^.^y^^«ive  ijicK  "  ing  (as  her  belly  to  their  bel- 

.Vjplcntyjqfwa^r  from  the  Ube-  .V  .lies}^    fo   her  back  to  their 

**  ^al  flues^  2^  ^9  be  at)le  tOj^\I^^  *»*  l)ackst   exccpilfsg  that  this  y 

.* *  ike  thi;i:p  5]jf ,a  ijhojafajnd  n^i vcs  .* ^  bet te r  f r om  tb«'  j o ti n ger i rces, 

^*\8^?^?(^tP,F9^?*^ ''^S^^'''^- ^'?f^.^  "  whofe   tender    backs^   being 

1"  liajirje  J^luapwni^OMr  thoufand  **  niorefearaDablefoidirdplme^ 

V  i^cpitr^jy  wl*''  ^^9J^  ^^  9f  "  ^l^  f*wipdly  jbiafen  ^for  maaV 

."  jb^(n  foi^r jyia  twei^ty  .hcjrurs,  /*. fault,  whence  f:;ame.  the  firfls 

**  yet  waVit^^VfJ^aj^gai.    j  ^5.  naj^dpefa),  «;)j^rc^)yonp  faj- 

(3)  Pilgrim,  fart,  \il  lib,  vii./.  ^%S* 
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i  ...    *   «y  African  /f(;?<^O^V   ^     B.-XVn*; 

Streets,     that  the  ftreets  arc  ijuitc  darkened  with  them-    In  the  middl.o 

^i  chitf   of  the  towil  ts  the  image  of  a  man,  (landing  o||  a  p^deftat 

idoL         twdvc  .fcfit  high,  the  foot  of  which  \%  furrounded  witha  circle 

pf  -elephants  teetli,  ftuc^  into  the  ground ;  on  ih^  top.  of 

which  are  faftene4  the  fl^ulU  of  fqch  ipen  as  have  be^n  killed 

in  the  wa^»  or  pfFered  to  that  idol.     Qn  fuch  occafions  the/ 

pour|>aUn  ,wine,  mixed  with  the  blood  of  goats,  at  the  feet  of 

it.  This  mokiflb  or  image  they  call  ^ejfono^  and  pay  a  grca$ 

|S(tf/jr.    .     veneratioh  to  it.  He  f4w  a  gr-eat  number  of  other  fmaller  idols, 

,.;,,.  Scattered. in  feveral  parts  of  the  town,  the  ftrects  of  which  ar^ 

..-k  paled  with  paln^  ^anes  placed  in  regular  order.   5ach  of  thofc 

imager  h^th  heaps  of  elephants  teet^i  piled  aroqnd  them ;  and 

»t  the  ftpyth  *end  of  the  town  ftood  another  idol,  ^hlch  had 

above  three  tuns  of  thefe  teeth  laid  over  it.     The  houfes  arf 

Houfes.     Jicrff  built  of  mtid  andftraw,.and  of  a^  r:piind  figurp,  like  tha^ 

Qf  a  hiMe  ;  the.  infides  of  them  are  covered  wit(i  curious  mats, 

and  the  Qu^fkles  of  fome  of  .them,  efpecially  of  tbofe.  which 

belong  xa  the  whites,  are  of  timber  and  clay  interwoven,  and 

fo .well,  covered  over  with:  mortar,  afe  to  look  like  fqu^eftorie  •. 

There,  is  onp^fta^port  on  thiscoaft,  if  it  be  not  the  oi^ly  onc^  in 

which  the  inhabitants,  make  iife  of  a  bafe  and  efif^aring  ftra* 

^hafej    tage^i  to  mak^  flaves,  by  permitting  their  wom^n  to  allure 

^^y6f     n*en  to. tbeif  embrace,  and  tjh^n  accufing  them  to  their  huf- 

mahBg  /  bands";  who,  feigning  to  be  in  the  utmoft  rage  for  the  affront, 

^aijef      immediately  impriibn  the  gaBant,  and  keep  him   there  tilf 

th^y  have  anopportunity  of  felling  him  to  the  next  ftranger  that 

traffics  da  that  way,  and  are  never  called  to  an  account  for  \X.^ 

•With  the  money  they  buy  pther  female  flaves,  whom  they  fend 

upon  the  fame  'eniharing  errand ;  but  this  is  far  from  being  thoi 

•  Battel  ubi  fup.    M^rol.  Voy.  p;  607;  &  fcq; 


**  thpm  cot  'from  the  tree  is  ex* 
•*  tended' :itit6*  twenty,  and  is 
**  prcfcntlj^  fit  for  wearing,thb* 
•*  not  fo  nne  as  that  which  the 
"  infanda  tree  yields."  ' 

Z)tf/j»^r,  who  calls  the  above-' 
mentioned  'tree   liconda,  adds, 
ihat  the  natives  of  this  and  other 
kingdoms  along  this.coafl,  la- 


that  thofe  of  one  village  arQ 
fwprn  not  to  dMcoVer'  them  to 
thofe  of  another,  and  they  would 
puniih  a  man  with  the  utmoft  fe.? 
verity  that  ihould  be  gaiity  of  it 
t4),  and  the  ^ikguelaits  iare  the 
ihore  ftrift  in  this  refpedl^  as  their 
country  hairdly  yields  any  tut 
what  looks  like  lye»  a^d  is  df  a 


bouring  under  agreat^carcityof  poifonous  nature  (5),  excepting 

wholfonre  '  water,    make  thcra  that  which  falfs  from  the  clouds, 

jferve  inftead  of  cifterns,  to  pre*  -ami  is  thus  preferred  iii  tho(W 

terve  the  riin  water  for'theirhfc,  large  hollow  trees.           '    '. 
which  they  do  with  fuch  privacy^ 

(4}  AfiU>  fiACGi>g9  &  Jngola,    (5)  Ani^elo,  Foy,  p,  a6o.  MeroU,  Fcy.f.  695, 
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Cil    '^     the   HHngdom  of  Bengiielsu  ?* 

word:  method  the^  inhuman  natives  of  thi3  (tozfk  haVe  Of  ffl^kb]^ 
and  felling  offlaves:    there  are  villains  that  will  go  up  into 
the  country,  with  a  jpreteiice  df  jurlfdiflion,  and  fciic  upoi^ 
men  for  the  flighted  offence,  and  condemn  them  to  be  fold 
away  for  (laves  j.  on  whidi  account  our  author  thinks  it  un« 
iawiful  to  buy'iny  on  thi^ifcoaft*.  The  misfortune  is,  thztz^^ti^rot^k 
on  the  one  hand,  all  the  natives  6t  this  coaft  are  fo  void  fi^tlfu  winik 
humanity,  that  they  will  betray  their  lieareft  relations,  zniK^^* 
even  fell  their  own  children'  into  flaVery,  not  onlythro^-mtferji 
an^want,  but  wantomiefs,^^4  m,exc|iange  for  afew^Ara- 
fean  trinkets,  or  a  galteh  or  ^twv  of  %)lmdy,  as  we  (ball  have 
pccalion  tb  (hew  in  the  feqviei ;  fo,  on  th^  other,  ther^  w^fit 
not  afufficiemnvmberofth6fe,who,tbo'  profefled  chriftiansi 
make  no  feruj^teto  encourage  that  inHii^man  traffic^  and  bi^yiall 
that  are  Qffere4'Uhd«rflMit<iiaaie,  ^rithbut  |vrthtr  epcjuiry^,' 

We  have  now  gone  through  every  thing  that  we  could  find 
temarkaUe  cdncesning-  tfaisrkin^om,  eixcpting  only  th^  (te^ 
fcnbtne  of  a  fmgt|laraniBial,v  bid  to  be  fiecuUar  to  it,  atid'"^  '    '^ 
caUed  l>j  our  gebgiap^C'  ahida  v«   . It ..  is .  of  the)  wild  kind),  Tie  aiadti 
very  fhy^and^  fwin-footpd^  and.of  the  £ze  of  an  hsifzff^wtiajlraf^g 
colt ;  ^<what  fingiilariae8it.moft,  isahpm  which  grews  011  creafurt 
its  forehead,  and  ainotbo^ionthenapeof  its  jieck»  the  ionastdefcribti, 
n>ttiid,.(Qtooth,  and  hard, aqd  about  two  CHCitbree  feet  in  leaglShy 
iharp  at  the  point,  but  near  ^the.  root  aboitf:  the  ^bigneft  of  a 
mtefs  kg,  and  benddn]^  downward  v^faatron-^tbe  aape  lof  the 
neck,  is  Matter  and'ibo8tar,,aAdfof  aMackifli  or  dark  browo 
hue,,  tha'.  white  iishcari  fcrapedi;  'and!"  the>  hair  about  it  iliore 
thidc  and  harfh.     Its'  head  ULnot,  fa  lobg  in  proportion  aa  that 
ofa^horfe,  but  ihoher  and  more:  flat,  like  that  .pf  an  OK^  ;pnly 
-more  hairy,  and  the  hair  more  barflu..  Its  rail  is:  like  tb^.i^f 
,  fnox,  tho'  not  quite  f&long,  srnd  the  hjiir  inore  like  thaf-of 
the  hprfe)  \t»  feet  ^e  doyen,  like  tbefe  of  a  ftag,  but  much 
tUcker.    They  teU^s  when  the  creatufie  ia  young,  ics  £ront 
horn  is  iirait,  but  that  it  beads  gradually  -up,  like  the  tulSc 
of  an  dephant,  asitqgbow^  older.    'Bie  naftves,  MrhoihunMt 
for  the  fake  of  that,  and  efteem  it  an  e^^cellent  antidote,  ima-///  hom 
gine  that^when  it  goes  \o  ;he  water  tadrink^  it  fid^ft  dips  4heir/?<m/i/ 
tip  into  it,  in  order  ta  expel  the  pdi$»n  jthjitis  in  it.   -"TYi^anantir 
look  upon  the  virtue  of  it   to  be  greater  or  lefs,  as  the  crea-  dote, 
ture  is  younger  or  cider  wh«i  it  iskilfett;  Md  the  Portiguifr^ 
we  arc  told,  have  a  ftrange  way^  of  miking  trial  of  its  good-^^^^iA  ^ 
ncfi,  which  is  done,  it  fccms,  by  fetting  it  upright  upon  the /^  ^^,<jm 
ground^  and  fufpendihg  a  naked  fword  over  it,  point  againft^^^f. 
point ;  if  the  horq  be  gpod  and  hard,  the  point  of  the  ^ord 

»  Meroil.  ubi  fup.  p.  ^07,  ■  DAFPia.  Afric.  La 

only 
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Qplf  t^ftf^  /AWd  it,,  without  &i;inp  itfelf  int^ it;  .l|df^^» 

]firi^n,^c,bqrp;is  fpft  ^d  ypung,,thp/wpjr,d  quijily  Cjilw  uit;^ 

k j, w^ich  iHpws  its  virtue,  to  l^c  CQrn^,tP.its,tuIl  ^crfciftioh,  aq4 

»  j^ .        WW,ei:s  thfJ  value  of  it  acc6r<|in|ry,    Tlicymake,  'mgrebvl^r,  ^ 

maiiofitsW}}t^^^  of.thjc  pulvcrifeia  bpn^s  of  Ais  creature,  li^^ed  with 

fo«fe.       water,  whidi  tbqy  |vic§^d  to  fee>'TQ^ereignrcniefly,^inft 

:•  :  '        a]f  ^iclvcs  anfl  pains  in  ^rwpArt  Qf,tbV»My» '^y  ^rawing  w^ 

-all  the  peccant  humours,  frpip  ,thc  ^i%  ag^aed,As  well  ^sJ&QOli 

^I}e;#<^eipais.9^t3^>l90d«,^^^^    '•  '         '      "**:;:"; 

'^HISfsvagB  ^  canibal  iiatiod;^^hich^hatb  f{^^ 

Jnaetwnty^  ^^  ^^  groj^tcft  part  oiL(Mair£ibi9p^9  is  indiffiaeotijF 

^  -'  ^'^  called  4)y  the  lEurofaatky  Gagas  ^ .  G<!d^9  GiaquaSi  fagffsor 

^mt/ind  j^gj^  jina  is,  like:d!iat:of  th6^^^  divided '  into.waiidc^iiig 

^^^i^a  y^^^  ^^^^  *'        thongKlhey  fteoiitQJfiiT£.J;^en  odginaMl^  pfJthc 

"i^nJLfis^  former  kind,  and  to  haveKred  ahogcdter/AipDaf  ravaging  .and 

Iff  /!&//      <pl'J^^ing'  of  wtbor-  countries,  yfit.vbcn  thjcyfaad  .docc^ea«- 

kingdom,  'riched  •them(elve&.diy«  them,  they  natur^ly. fought  out  for  a 

placbof  reft;atK)'whe]3erxver.they4a«t,wi£hanyiertiIeandweU 

'cultivated  provinces,  dney  c|uick^.iBaae  them  their. owh,  and 

tf^tflfcd!  themfel ves '  in  ihdm,  cont^tuig  tbcmfelves  withim^ing 

^xcuriions  on  ev^fy  ^y  and  rfiturhin£.tQ  ttheir  familiea  liad^n 

>rifh  /poil. '  AntL  hence  ic  is.  that  .we^  and  them  nuqierous.and 

po^tfol  in  the  k'ugdoniS'of  Atatamba^  Jn%ico^Funguen9y  and. 

'^her'partft,  and  ipaitixndarly  inithist  Qf::^^/^!^^/^;  -  ^xheie, 

^having firft  pver*hin  and  almbft  ruinedaigreat  part  pfit,undca? 

•thefi:  v^arlike  chief  :%ied^  Gidga  Kaxangiy^^j  at  len^fiked 

-^ir  habitadoo  in  orieuilthemoiLcamaibdious  cantons  of  «t, 

'in  which  that  ohicf  k^  his  court,  iaiheitime .of  ouir  count^yu 

.3^  FuKCB.  Filgiu«&.rclat^  nbifnp.    Phjavet  Kongp,  ltb.ii;js« 
5.   ^Gavasi  Kong(x,iwL  1. jp.  56, ^  &q.  ^.al.  fup,  cit.  .     '  /   ' 

(C)vWe  ftall  pffiit-tk^trcftpf  -ftp^  ^e  /ew  -5ir^>?fni{  J^ 

.  j^  aniniali?  pf  this  kiogdopii,  have  vj^ted  this  coaatryV  $l^t 

^ey  being  much  the  iajjie  thai  both  ^e,  wild  and  tame  ^ind  j^ 

we  have  fe?n  ia  o!^r  general  ac-  'he^c  .of  ajfi  extraord^inarj?  jp^, 

Qourit  ofJfricy  as  elepKaijts,  rhi-  more  particularly*  tH'e  crpcodtte 

*'noceros,  zebra,  or  wild  afs,  and  and  fea-Horfe,  and  are  moil  fief  &. 

oiily  .obferve,    on  .tije  whole,  |ind  dangerjous  (6). 

(6)  Su  Battel  in  Furcbat  Pilgr.  fsrt*  ii  ^.  987^  Q  M,  fj(ff. 
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man  BaiUl;  if  :we:ixvi)!f  call  by  chat  n^lc  .tkle  a  mQuftitKA 
heap.of  forry  huts  ^  di|t  and Urawf  jcbiffong  %  va(^/ipacigA^ 
^  of  gcoimd)  and  furrounded.with  aithiek  t|ioiny  bedge».fQC 
fuch.mas  tSe  place  of  his.nsfidence,  andxhat  of.bis  fucmtbrsy        f*. 
im^c^die  7th  degneciodi^}/ of  IbuihWUttde. 

This  kingdom  of  Btnguikiy  being  die  rfiril  iii  which  (hcfix 
Gtagas  mttc&em}yf  atd  £Mr.9pumsi  and  particulafly  byour 
coanti^nian  £attel^.wbp  iliv«d  a^d  ^traffcked  a  conuderabte  Battetv 
fijne  wdth  tbem,  whilft  they  ixece  cooqiuering  j^nd  cavagii^g  traffic  ««/ 
^e  of  its  richeft  prpYtnces,  we  Judge  iJbi3/o:intich:die  mote  ac^mumt^ 
proper .place.to  giv/e  our;iieaders.tbeittmand!Aihftaf)ce.of  what^nrcf  w£r4 
he.k^sew  of <that  jd^  cuc&d  raoe  ^rooi  hi»r9iifen.ceport  y  (ihd^  ^^#«fc       ^ 
^e .ilvdl. find  ihan  ill  many  other jpfaj^a^mtfaio  ourcoudii 
^oog^lhis  coaft)  is .  be  had  all  proper  ^portuoities  of.  igbniih 
\n%  buniclf  in  many  partkulars  xohttng  to  them,  iKbicb.iip 
oScr  Eurefion  ever  had/befides,  aa[we}ias.becau(e£tf8ifiMik 
ms  tbeLunfortuaatpJceneof.the.hofikldj:^cdalionsjVidiii>a» 
quefts  |Uey  ioiade  durin^>  his  abode  viA  ^cm.   -Hh.  account^ 
fodAx,z&td2Sxi^u>jiihti^^  omit 

.whatxjoiiGenis.his.oivn.hiiftorybeCQce,  astfeceign.tojokirjfisbr 
j^,  and.xefer  our,  isadcF.lo  the  twa  fe£kiona:pir^fidiiig  {bat  wc 
ai3eupon)isa8fQUow;s:  '      , 

It.  was  on  a  .fecond  tfaKiix9g.v30yage.frQm\(f9^«^  .to  ifais 
kingdoip,  in  company  ^h  a.{rigateinamKfJiiy  6oP0rtajiv^« 
that,  upon  their  coming  towards  theihore  at  the  cliff  <^iVW /2^/>fr^ 
B£^ttila'i\2SA\y  Ai&B!&^\  ip  ia>d6gree$:of  fouth  latitude,  arr/<i;a/ 
they  obfe][Ved  a.  muoeiXHis.canap  on. the  bitth-fide  of  chi:  vw^amon^ 
•CcvAi  and  upon  theirianding.weccaccafted.by  about  .500  oiibim. 
^fiOvWhocame  to  Qncmire^  who  ;diey.. were,  and  what.liiiqp 
came^for.  Being  anfwered  that  .their  came  thither. to  :tvaffi4^ 
theyitold  them  in  dicik'  torn,  that  th^.were  ^^^s^  or  Gingff^  ^ 
;who  came  from  Sierra  Je  Lepw^  and  ihad  pafled  (hrough  the 
^sity.aiJCfingOy  and. travelled  eaft wardLof  !^  capital  of  Jftgtiff 
')CaUcd:i>4a^^.     Xhey:were  fobn  after  followed  by  their  chieif 
orgepecaf^who^citri^fity.brettghthimairotoche  water-iiukr:;  . 

Jiavtng  liever 'fe^n  asyiwhite  jnen  before^  they  welcomed  and  Reception 
invicpd'.them  to  bring  their  com^iodfbes  anihore.  They  did  ^^  ^k^ir 
io'^  and i loaded. tbetrjihipr with  flaves^  whoiBfthey  bopght  .^it  a  camp, 
doKxptx  rate  than  they ihad  ever  dculeon  that  coaft  \  and  bcif^ 
ready. to  depart,.  weFe^deiiiKd  by  the  chi^f  to  let  their  boat  fer^ 
rf  m  men  ovet^  the  Cava;  his  de%n  being  to  iny^dc  B^nguria^ 
which  .bordered  on.  the  other , fide  of  that  river.    This.being 
.complied  widi,  they  were  conduced  to  hisieiamp,  where  they 
were  furniibed  with  plenty  of  palm  winei^  cows,  goats,  flour, 
s^yi  other  provLik^Sj  andiioufes  where  tolie  for  that  night*. 

r  PuacBASiPilgr.'ltb.  vii.  c.  3^  §.  3.  .  PicArET,;&  al.     »  Be- 
Af«page4^     -  On 
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n  ne  Afiican  flgforjr  cf        B.  XVIt 

Ondienext  morning,  before  day-break,  he  ordered  his  goti- 

go,  a  martial  inftrument,  founding  like  a  bell,  to  call  his 

troops  together ;  to  whom  he  declared,  in  a  haughty  fpeech, 

Tbefin^    bis  jrefoltttion'to  deftroy  the  kingdom  of  Btn^lq}  upon  which 

VA&  Ben->  ^^Y  ^'  appeared  in  arms,  and  prepared  to  pafs  the  Cova ;  in 

gaela  ;      the>doing  of 'which  they  met  with  no  fmali  oppofition  from 

the  enemy,  and  great  numbers  were  killed  on  both  fides.  But 

this  did  not  hinder  the  Giagas  from  getting  to  the  other  fide 

by  noon-time.  The  onlet  immediately  followed  at  the  found 

of  a  great  variety  of  ms^tial  inftruments ;.  but  the  Benguikmy 

^    •  vnable  to  wifliftand  the  furv  of  the  enemy,  were  fopn  either 

wuiki  4t  ^  •  flaughtered  or  difpcMed-^    Vaft  numbers  of  men,  women,  and 

hrrid       children,  were  brought  prifoners  to  the  great  Giiarg;^ ;  and, 

j^uughter    ipnongft;  the  former^,  was  found  th^fntiOJtHomUam  Gpnhay 

rftimn     ^o  was  the  chief  monarch  of  that  country,  with  above  one 

hundred  of  his  lords,  whofe  heads  wese  brought  and  thrown 

at  the  feet  of  the  general ;  and  after  that,  tteir  bodies,  and 

thofe  of  all  the -flain.  In  order  to  be  drelied  and  eat  by.  thofr 

inhuman  cahibats,  who  prefer. that  flefli  before- any  others 

Hei^e  they  fettled  thcmfelves  after  their  vidory,  and  continued 

abbut  5  months ;  till  the  want  of  palm  wine  (of  which  they  ace. 

very  fond,  but  was  now  quite  exhaufted,  there  being  no  palm 

^«esan  that  part  of -the  kingdom)  obliged  dicra  ta^eoiove 

their  caimp  to  the  province,  of  Bambiia-y  about  five  day's  jour- 

. ;  fiey  up  into  the  kmd,    '   .  *  ;  .     j 

'  H£Ri  it  was  that  our  countryman  BatuI^  who,  during  thefQ 

five  months,  had  made  fome  advanugeous  trading  journies  to 

tod:fronfi  the:  townof.  Santd  Pauloy  found  them  incamped  at 

^.pbce  -called  Cajtcanfanba\  after  they  had  ravaged  and  homed 

everyplace  they  had  palfed  thi30u^«     On  his  arrival  at  this 

nev^  encampment,  he  met  with  a  freib  welcome  fix>m  th^ 

great  Giaga ;   his  camp  was  plentifully  ftored  with  corn, 

l^lm-wine,  oil,  cattle,  and  all  manner  of  provisos,  and  his 

'.Giu^as  wholly  taken  up  vnth  feafiing,  drinking,  dancing,  and 

Horrid      ^^^^  dlv^rfions.     In  this  ftate  of  bancjuettifig  and  jollity  they 

rofvazei  in  continued^ another .  four  months,  making «now  and  then  fome 

thetr§'     Aew  excurficins  roiind:^out^  to  fupply  them  with  fre{h  plun.* 

vineerf    ^^r  and  provifionaj^  ivhicb  excurivoiis: 'became  fo  much  the 

$ambeia.  longer,  'as  the  terror  <if^> their  arms  had'  fpread  itfelf  far  and 

wfde  over  the  couatsy  ;^  infomuch  that  the  natives,  at^  the  kaft 

appearance  of  their  approach,  abandoned  thei&  bai>ttationa» 

and  kft  nothing  behind  biit  emj^y  houfts,  which  they,  in.  re*- 

yengc,  fct  evcty- where  on  fire,  deftroyed  s^ll  their  plantatbna, 

and  left  the  .moft  dreadful  tokens  of  their  favage  fiercenefe 

^here-everthey  came.  Son^e  of  the  petty  princes,  our^authoi^ 
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C.  fi*  *he  Giagas;  |$ 

tdb  us,  attempted  indeed  to  oppofe  their  fiiijr ;  bilt  wtdi  fiift 
&1  fuccefs,  that  others,  terrified  by  it,  chofe  to  fubmit,  and  be* 
come  tributary  to  their,  chi^f,  to  avoid  a  Worfe  fate.  At  lengthy 
after  a  four  months  ftay  in  this  place,  and  having  probably 
exhaufted  the  Whole  country  about  it  of  proviiions,  they  re* 
jblved  to  remove  to  the  fierras,  or  mountains,  of  Qajbincabar^  Rtm$^i 
which  are  of  a  vafl  height,  and  abound  with  mines  of  cop-  f^if  cumf 
per,  burning  and  ravaging  all  the  viray  they  went.  From  thence/'''^^^ 
they  marched  to  the  river  Z^as^f,  and  having  crofled  it,  fettled  '7^*'*^ 
thcmfelves  in  the  town  of  CalangCj  where  they  continued  about  '^'  ^•^-^* 
fix  months,  and  thence  marcheid  into  the  province  of  Tondo^ 
and  came  to  the  river  Gonza,  where  the  lord  of  that  canton 
Was  unde  to  the  king  of  Jngokj  whofe  capital,  a  place         ' 
of  great  beauty,  they  took  and  burned,  and  in  the  center  o£ 
which  they  found  the  tomb  of  the  deceafed  lord,  Shiliamhanfa^ 
covered  over  with  ^reat  fiore  of  copper,  cloth,  and  other  vaJu- 
able  things,  accordmg  to  the  cufiom  of  the  country  %  and, 
what  was  ftill  more  remarkable,  a  hundred  peacoclcs,  which 
were  kept  over  it  alive  and  tame,  and  were  efteemed,  on  that 
account,  holy  birds.   Frpm  thence  they  continued  their  courfia 
and  horrid  depredations  fo  far  northward  as  that  of  Caanxa^  On  the 
without  meeting  with  any  farther  oppofition,  and  advanced  as  river  Co- 
far  as  the  itlountains  oiCambambay  where  our  author  tells  us,  anza* 
lis  a  great  perpendicular  water-fall-  of  that  river,  whofe  noife 
is  heard  thirty  miles  off.    Frpm  this  place  they,  were  driven 
by  one  of  the  lords  named  Longerey  who  was  now  a  vaflal  to 
the  grand  Giagas^  to  the  territory  of  a  powerful  and  warlike 
(Prince,  who  feven  years  before  had  given  a  fignal  overthrow 
to  the  Pertuguefe^  killed  800  pf  th^m,  and  40^000  of  theic 
negro  foldiers  and  allies*    This  brave  lord  ftrenubufly  oppofed 
the  Giagasj  and  had  a  moft  furious^  engagement  with  them^» 
in  which  however,  failing  of  a  complete  vii^ry,  thereneaiy* 
tliought-fit  to  fortify  themfelvfs  in  their  camp,  with  a  firongr 
paliifado  of  trees,  behind  the  fiSnce  of  whi<;h  they  tarried  fome 
months^  not  without  making  fre(|uent  fallies  againft  him,  and* 
committing  maayhoftillties  i^  his  territory.     M  this  while  ^      . 
Battel  had  continued  wi^ht^cm^.wd- was  in  fuchhighfavour-Jv^^^  ^^' 
with  the  grand  Giaga^  particularly  po  a^ccpuntof  the  frequent  ;j^'J'J^^^ 
ferviceshe  did  him  with  his  myflcat  againft  aa 'enemy  (icar  neU 
ihr  his  men,  nor  any  of  ^the  natives,  knew' aaych^ng  of  the- 
ufeof  jfire-arms)  that,  uppi^  every i?ngag^ment,  ht  gave  {pe^  jj  in  mat* 
cial  charge  to  bis  beft  fokii,er?  tp  ufe,  all  ,>Qfiibl<t  care  of  him ;  kfietma-, 
who  accordingly    favcd  J^im .  fr^fn .  n«i)S  tmosiaent  dm^'mong  them, 
gers,  by  carrying  him  ^way  in,^ir  ar^ifti .  >lt:  was  by  mearrs 
of  this  Long^abode  ^ith  thofe  ^vages,  and  th6  confidence  and 
friendlhip  of  their  chief,  that  he  became'  fo  much  better  ac->. 
painted  with  their  fnanners  and  cuj[f(^, .  than   any  other 
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14  .     The  MrMh^  ligitofy  cf        fe.JCVlH 

Eurppean^     Th«  otAy  thing  he  was  excluded  from  olfcrv- 

tn^v  111^9  n^eti  tMe  ^dat  Oi/t^^  wai»  corifulting  His  mokiflb^ 

or  dcfvil,  about  zhy  ncvr  enter prtee  dr  <*xp^tion  ;  ar  n^hicH 

^h^e hfe'conjurerb obli^'him  to witharaW  jtdlirig  hibi, that 

Ws  prtrfenee  wi*^  drfpleafin^  to  that  f{>lrtt:  though  even  of  th'ii 

Jtar/aa   coiijtfriiigh^fourid'meahfetoieirnforiife  of  th^  chief  cerekno- 

mifHatni"'  flies  fk)ih  the  Other  (?/fl'|V7^,  the  fiibftiaiice  of  which,  ahddtHer 

fl»^ir«w/Yi?panidulars' relating    ta  theTir   rbligtoii,'  martral    difcipliricj 

tBii^inJ'  batbatoCis  cdlteftisi'&Ti^.  wkf  flial!  now  ftibjoin  in  the  fame  6r- 

t^t.        aer  itt  which  oar'  authof  had  it  from  Him^;  for  belhg  tired 

Batt  r      ''^  ^'^  *^^^  ^^^^  stbdd^  With  thefe  cariibab^  he  refoived  at 

d^^nof  aJl  ***^'"^^  to  give  them  the  flip ;  ^ich  he  actOT^dingly  d?d^ 

U^inl   ^^  '^^  without  ^icat  iJiffitiilries  anfl  dangers,  and  got  faf^f 

thiJ^     «lt  length  in  the  kirtgdortl  of  Loango^  where  we  ftadl  find  him 

again  in  the  fequel. 

The  camp  or  army  of  this  great  Gtaga^  whbirl  BamltiXM 
Tmba  Caiintddd^  eonnfted  of  20,000  men,  Comrtiattdiwl'bjf 
twehre  captains  under  him,  each  of  which  hath  the  charged  ot 
on*  of  the  gates  of  the  camp,  whilft  he  keeps,  his' pavilion  o^ 
ri5ftdcnce,  well  entrenched,  m  the  center.  He  was  a*  man  of 
greSit  courage,  but  undertook*  nothing  viathout  previous  en* 
.    .  chaintments,  and  confiihing  his  devil  by  facrifices ;  by  which 

mcanis  he  pretemid^  fd  fore-know  the  event  of  hisenterprize^^ 
ami'  that  te  (hould  never  die  but  in  the  wats.    On  fuch  occa- 
Vheirme-  fianrherifesf  before  day-break,  and  fets  himfelf  on  aftool,  at- 
ihoJof     tended  by' two  ^tf  hi*  coftjurcrs.  One  on  each  fide,  and  about' 
ton/uiiing  fofty  OT  nfty  women- ftaridihg  in  a'  circle  around  hfm,  waving' 
iheir  mo-  and-flouriftiihg  a  seovarus,  or  horfc's  tail,  and  fingihg.     In  the 
Hff^*        cxnter  is  kindled  a  great  fii^,  and  an  earthen  pot  fct  over  it^ 
ibith  fomc' white  powder  or  paint,  wherewith  his  conjurers' 
4awb  his  fordTead,^ten(fp1es,  breafl  and  belly,  with  long-wind- 
ed ceremoniesr  and'  enthahting  terms,' which  continue  till  fun- 
fet?  at  which  tiiwe'  they  bring  him  his  cafcngala>  or  hatchet, 
affid|*ut'it  imp  Kifs'  hands,  bidding  him  be  ftrong  againft  his 
chcmies,  for  the  mokiffo  is  with  hirnf.-    A -male  child  is  then 
brbdght  to  himV  which  h6  immediate!^  kills ;  next  to  that  four 
men  arebrought  tcibim  in  theftme  mariner;  two  of  whom  he 
flays,  and  orders  the  other  two  to  be*  killed  without  th'*  camp. 
In  like  tiianner  he  orders  ten  coij^s^' to  be  krHed,  five  within  j 
and- five  withoirt  the  camp,-  with  die  *^&me  number  of  goats 
and  dogs  \  tUeir  blood  is  fjpfihkled  ih  fihe  fire,  and  their  flefh 
eaten,  with  peat  feftivrfy  and  triumph.    The  fame  ceremo- 
nies arer.Kkewife  if  fed  by 'the  infetioi'  captains  of  the  army^ 
upon.^he  likeaccbunr)  but  neither  t1%y  fiof  their  chief  make 
ufeoip  idols  on  thefcor-any  ©thir'occafions,  but  pmend  thai 
the  mokiflb  frequent^  spptars  and  fpeaks  to  them^ 

*»  lid.  ibid.  «^*Pt>eHAS|*  ubi  fup.  J.  iii.  p.  976,  ic  feq* 

PiCAFif^  k  al.  The 
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€.21  JWGwiA*  #5 

The  ptttt  Gia^CabUgo^  in  Batid^$  <inie,  woct  hh  Mr  ^^r^W 
Vefy  lon^  bi^tded  with  iniihy  kniits.  full  of  ^  faambts,  at.  ktnd  ^Olagas 
fea^-flidlsy  of  greatvalueiiniiingtheln  ;  beworea  collar  about  ^^A 
his  neck  of  maibes^anotlter  Ibrt  of  flieU  foltnd  upon  that  coaft^ 
ahd  of  greal  price  Itktwife^  our  audsor  tv^  twenty  flbUingt 
each;  About  his  w^itft  he  had  a  girdle  made  of  oftnchls  eggs;; 
and  ronrid  hb  middle  a  pahn^doS  as  fine  as  fillc«  Ifis  twdy 
was^cai^ved  andr  cut; with  ^aious  figures^  and  eveiy  day  anoint* 
ed  wittv  huteail  fatl  He  hid  a  piece  cf  copper  two  indiea 
longfwbidi  faung^adroft  his  n6(e^  and  at  hodt  his  ears ;  and  hit 
body  waa  painted  with  fed  and  white.  He  had  abdtit  tbiri^ 
wi^ea^  who  -ibBoWed,  hint  vrfien  he  weht  abroad^  one  of  whom 
carried  his  boi^'  and  arrows,  and  four  of  Ibem  his  cups  atal 
dtinking  tttenfitk ;  ah4  wheiieVer  he  ditefc,  they  ail  icneeled 
doWn,  ancT.cIapped;  tikeit  hadds,  and  fang.  He  kept  his  men 
udder  the  ftriSbeft  difcipline^  and  if  any  of  them  turned  their 
Sock  to  the  enemy^hewas  condenmed  to  death,  and  his  boi^ 
eatnr;  and,  the  more  efiefiually  to  deter  then!  from  coward^ 
ice,  he  ufed  td  mak^  ah  oration  to  them  from  a  kind  ci.  fcaf« 
fold  every  night,  in  diQuraife  of  it,  and  oommendation  of  in^ 
trepidity  **• 

THita  conftant  method  was  to  ftay  no  lon^  in  one  place  Mamifr  y 
Aanf  it  c«dd.  fupply  them  with  all  kinds  of  provilians,  com,  incamping. 
cattle;*psdm-wifie,  fruits,  ^e.  ready  to  thdr  hknds^  for  they 
neither  fowM  nor  bred^  btit*  lived  whoUyott  thepiundtr  cf 
the  cbuntfj,  and'  abandoned  it  as  footi  aa  it  was  exhauftedj 
akid,  what  was  ftill  worfe,  deftroyed  all  that  they  could  riot 
cany  away,  partictdarty  the  noble  and  excellent  palmrtrtes; 
with  which'  this  kingdom  abqiinds,  by  greedily  drainingthemi 
as  long  as  they  had  any  liquor  left  in  them,  (b  that  they  wi« 
diered  and  perifhed  foon  after.  Whereas  the  natives  always 
cake  careto  leave  fdch  a  quantity  of  it  to  keep  them. alive,  ^nd 
inaconcKtibntb  fumifhthem  with  a  frefli  fupply,  bodi  oi 
tbat^^and  of  its  moft  beneficial  fruit,  from  one  feafon  ta  ant 
other. 

T0£9£  horrid  devaftations,  joined. to. their  other  inhuman 
treatment  of  all  their  captives,  they  knew  had  rendered  them 
fodetdiedto  the  Benguelamy  that  they  d^red  not  venture  Xo 
tarry  in  ab]^' place,  though  but  for  on^  night,  wtthott  fortify** 
tng'^eir  camp  afto-  their  .mahner,  that  is,  by  furrounding  it 
wtdi  aribxRig  padificde  of  the  ftouteft  trees  they  CQuId  get  i " 
mdfofthifcthey^had  always>afufficient  number  of  ftoutmen 
appointed;  who  completed  it-withfurprifing  dexterity  and  t^r 
pedition ;.  and,  if  the  time  wouU^permit,  as  when  they  re^  ^ 

folved  to  make  a  longer  ftay  in  it,  diey never  failed  of  lining 

.  *W.ibi«. 
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Cmfh^  •'.  thlsir^ihS^re,  ^urlbaft  bn  the  outfide  and  top,  with  a  thick: 

^tfov/fff /ir^  hedec  of  thorris,  ta  guard  them  from  lions,  and  ojdier  mid 

^d.        '  bealbr  This  prech6t  had  commonly  twelve  gates^*  each  com- 

panded  hy  one  6f  dieir  twdve  chiefs,'  and  giiard^d  by  H  (ut&^ 

cient  number  of  men-;   their  tents  orhoufes  ^weae  regularly 

pitched,  and  pretty  elofe  to  each  other  ;  at  the  eiitrance  of 

which  each  fighting  nian  left  his  iarabhe,  bow  and  arrows^ 

and  other  weapons,  ib-tfaat  the  whole  camp  was  reidy^  on  the 

leafl  alarm,  to  faOy  out  completely  arnled.    On  tfaefe,.and  all 

other  occafions,  tney  fall  on  and  fight  with  the  mcrfl  de^erat^ 

bravery ;  knowing,  as  we  lately  hinted,  that  it  js  certain  death 

to  turn  their  backs- to  the  enemy,  and  that  a  ftill  lixor&dreadfiil 

h  n      II  ^^^^  ^^^^^  thofe  thalt  fall  into  their  temds;  They  hare  smother 

itbeir^chtl'  *^^^*'  ^^7  ^^  breeding  up  theirybungfddiery  to  this  htigbt 

drtii  ^    '  ^  '"^ffial  intrepidity ;  thefe  not  beihg  tnbir  oWn  offspring,  biit 

thatof  fueh  captives  as  they  make  in  their  excuriioiis :  for 

liiough  they  allow  themfelves  to  have  many  women^  and  thefi^ 

no  m  fertile  than  thofe  of  other  African  nations,  yet  they  iic*- 

ver  luier  any  of  theih  torear  up  their  children^  but  order  them 

Manner  of  to  be  buried  alive  as  fbbn  as  bom ;'  and,  in  lieu  of  them,  make 

fipplying    choice  of  fuch  as  are  the  mpfl;  promifing,  from  among  thofe 

them  kf,     oi  their  prifoncr8,kobe  trainfed  up  to  arms,  and  to  theplun* 

tMkof     dcringXradc,  to  fupply  the  mortality  of  their  men.  j  Info*^ 

their  cap-  much  that  in  Battd's  time,  which  was  btit  a  little  after  their 

tiycs.        (tepar'turc  from  Surra  LeonOj  they  had  not  above  twelve  natu-^ 

ral  6t  original  Giagaj  left  alive  ill  their  wholt  camp;  the  reft 

bein^  all  the  ofispring  of  their  captives  of  both  fexes*    Thefe 

they  t:ommonly  diofe  at  about  the  agis  of  12  or   13  years^ 

.    the  females  for  ptocrcation,  and  the  maks  for  war;  and  thefe 

/  .  i       lift  were  ^no  fooner  inroUed,  than  they  had  a  collar  httng 

Thefe  Bi^  about  their  necks^  in  token  of  flavery,  which  was  to  be  worn 

admttud.  jjy  ^^^  ^jjj  ^jjpy  j^^j  brought  home  the  head  of  an  tnony^^ 

wheft  it  was  publidy  taken  ofF^  afld  they  declared  ftecmcn  of 

the  canibal  commonwealth,  by  whom  the  unhappy  remains 

of  the  captive  train  of  both  fexes  were  inhumanly  referved 

to  be  killed  and  eaten,  not  in  time  of  fcardty  of  <^e  and 

other  provifions,  but  out  of  cf  uel  wantonnefs,  and  in  preference 

to  all  other  flefh.     This  privilege  of  beiilg  accounted  mcni 

and  freed  from  their  badge  offlaveryi  feldom  fiailcd  of  in- 

htretid     fpinng  the  youths  fo  chofen  witit  an  uii^ommon  ambitioft  to: 

iourage.    attain  it  at  all  hazards,  and  to  fact  thegreatefl  dangers  with 

an  intrepid  boldnefs  for  the  fake  of  it ; '  and  it  was  by  this  me- 

thod  that  they  kept  uji  theiii  nucrtber  compleat,  and  the  fierce 

f^vage  nature  of  the  G/V7^tf«  republic  from  degenerating  intd 

humanity  and  compaffioni   -         .    -  ■    ■     l^ 

Giagas  Their  manner  of  burying  their  dead,»erp€feially  thofc  of 

manner  of  ^j^^  ^^^  ^litA^  is  not  witfcoiit  foinc  manifcft  tokens  of  their 

turying favagO 
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(avage  cruelty.    The  deceafed  is  not  only  wafhed,  anointed^ 
and  bedecked  with  all  his  mod  valuable  finery,  but  accompa- 
nied into  the  other  world  by  two  of  his  moft  beloved  women, 
who  are  conveyed  with  him  to  his  grave,  with  their  arms 
broken.     The  body  is  carried  to  the  grave  in  a  chair,  between 
two  men,  and  placed  in  it  as  if  ftill  alive,  and  the  two  wo- 
men, one  on  each  fide  of  it.     As  foon  as  they  are  thus  depo- 
fite;d,  the  grave,  which  is  commonly  a  deep  vault,  is  covered 
on  the  top  with  earth ;  and  the  relations,  who  are  there  pre- 
fent,  fpriiikle  it  with  the  blood  of  flain  goats  and  palm  wine, 
and  make  a  funeral  lamentation  over  it,  after  their  manner. 
Tbofe  of  higher  rank  are  interred  with  more  pomp,  and  the 
ceremonies  and  libations  reiterated  a  longer  or  ihorter  number 
of  days,  weeks,  b^c,  according  to  their  quality.     The  natives  jfnong  thi 
diBenguela  bury  their  dead  much  after  the  fame  manner;  and  Bengue- 
tbofe  of  the  richer  fort,  with  their  moft  valuable  goods,  wea-  lans. 
pons,  utenfils,  apparel,  i^c,  performing  many  more  fuperftiti- 
ous  ceremonies  over  their  graves,  than  are  in  ufe  even  among 
the  Giagas*.    They  think  it  the  greateft  happinefs  to  leave 
behind  them  many  relations,  to  repeat  and  prolong  thofe  fu-  Longohfi* 
neral  rites;  and,  on  that  account,  none  are  reckoned  fo  mi-  quits  to  tb$ 
ferable,  or  think  thcmfelves  really  fo,  as  thofe  who  leave  no  ^^* 
.  kindred  behind  them,  to  perform  that  office  for  them,  which 
fome  of  the  nes^  furvivors  among  them  think  themfelves  bound 
to  continue,  at  proper  feafons,  as  long  as  they  live.  But  what 
is  ftill  more  furprifing  is,  that  tho'  they  pay  fuch  a  iingular  re- 
gard to  their  deceafed  friends,  yet  not  one  of  them  will  fliew 
the  leaft  .pity  or  concern  for  theni  in  their  ficknefs,  but  aban- 
don and  ftee  from  them  as  from  a  plague,  and  leave  them  to  Inbumani- 
expire  in  that  miferable  and  deftitute  condition :  an  unnatural  ty  to  thi 
cuftom'  this,  which  reigns  more  or  lefs  thro^the  whole  eafterny^i. 
as  we  have  feen  it  do  thro'  the  whole  weftern  coaft  ^. 

All  that  we  have  to  add,  with  relation  to  the  GiagaSy  is^ 
that  in  this  incampment,  which  was  but  three  days  journey 
from  Mafanganif^  where  the  Portuguife  have  a  fort,  they  met, 
in  their  excurfions,  with  a  river,  a  little  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  Baya  das  Vaccas^  in  which  they  found  great  ftore  of  gold.  Gold  found 
which  they  gathered  up  in  large  grains,  which  were  waftied  on  the 
down  by  die  ftream,  and  lay  fcattered  on  the  fand  ;  of  which,  fifortA 
however,  they  made  no  other  ufe,  than  to  grave  or  inlay  on 
the  handles  of  their  hatchets,  in  the  fame  manner  as  others 
were,  done  with  copper,  which  they  look  upon  as  the  moft  va- 
luable metal  of  the  two^. 

«  Id.  ibid,  in  fin.    $  j.       '     ^  See  before^  Vol.  xV.  paffim* 
•  FuacHA3»  ibid,  p,  476, 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.,  XVI.     '     C  Thus" 
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Thus  faf  gCics  our  countryman's  account  of  the  favage  Gf - 
agaSf  whom  he  left  in  this,  incampment,  to  go  over  to  the 
Portuguefe,  How  long  they  tarried  in  this  unhappy  country 
after  his  departufe,  and  what  farther  depredations  they  com* 
mitted  in  it,  no  one  has  been  able  to  tell  us  ;  tho%  by  their 
moving  ftill  northwards  toward*  Angola^  and  the  reincounters 
they  had  afterwards  with  the  Portuguefi  in  that  part,  we  may 
be  induced  to  believe  that  they  abandoned  this  of  ^enguelay  at 
leaft,  for  fome  time :  yet,  by  their  giving  their  names  to 
fome  of  the  provinces  of  it,  as  Giaga  Canbuca^  Qiaga  Calem'- 
ba,  and  Cacocondtx^  it  feems  probable  to  us,  either  that  they  left 
fome  colonies  there,  or  came  back  and  fettled  themfelves  in 
them,  as  other  tribes  of  them  did  in  the  kingdoms  of  Jn/tc^ 
and  Metamha^  and  in  fome  of  the  provinces  dl Kongo  and  An- 
gola \  and  we  (hall  meet  with  fome  of  them,  in  the  fubfequent 
chapters,  more  barbarous  and  diabolical^  if  poifible,  than  thofe 
wc  have  been  defcribing  in  this.  -    .   \ 

CHAP.    III. 

S  E  C  T.    I. 


^e  di*vi' 
fan  of 
Wcftcrn 
Ethiopia. 


SitUaiioH 
undextent, 


'    ^be  Hifiory  of  Weftcrii  Ethiopia.     - 

THIS  country  is  called  Wejlern^  to  diftingQifli  it  from  the 
Eajiern^  otherwife  called  Abiffinia ;  of  which  we  have 
fpoken  in  the  laft  chapter.  It  is  alio  called  Southern^  becaufe 
it  is  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide,  or  rather  fouth-weft  fide  of  it : 
and,  on  the  fame  account,  fome  authors  likewife  give  it  the 
epithet  of  Exterior^  and  Inferior^  in  oppofition  to  the  other, 
which  is  called  Interior  and  Superior  Ethiopia,  But  it  is  moft 
commonly  known  by  that  of  Southern^  from  its  lying  on- 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  line^  mth  refped  to  Guinea^  and  other 
Parts  of  Africa^  which  lie  on  the  north  fide.  What  extent, 
boundaries,  ^c.  the  antient  geographers  gave  to  it  we  have 
formerly  Ihewn  i> :  as  to  its  modern  ftate,  we  can  only  fay 
that  it  is  much  fbrunk  from  its  antient;  for  we  do  not  find 
our  modern  authors  better  agreed  about  this,  than  the  antients 
were  about  thati.  The  Portuguefe^  who  firft,  difcovered  this 
vaft  traft,  extended  the  coafts  of  it  from  cape  GonTuiks,  or 
De  Lopez  Gonzales^  in  thirty  minutes  fouth  latitude,  to  Capo 
Negro,  under  fixteen  degrees  twenty-two  minutes  of  the  fame; 
containing  near  fifteen  degrees,  or  near  three  hundred  leagues. 
They  tell  us,  that  all  this  vaft  trad,  which  extended  likewife. 


•»  Ancient  Hift.  Vol.  xvili.  p.  251,  &  feq. 
Baudrand,  Martiniere,  De  LislE|'5:  al. 
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where  broadeft,  about  ten  degrees  of  longitude,  or  two  hun- 
dred leagues  from  eaft  to  weft,  was  formerly  under  one  prince  j   . 
or  monarch,  whom  they  called  Mani^  who  governed  many    *  '^ 
provinces  of  it  by  his  Sonas,  or  viceroys,  whUft  he  gave  his  ^^[^^ 
own  name  of  Kongo  to  the  whole  realm,  and  was  ftyled  Mam  ^^^a^^ 
Kongo  J  fovereign,  or,  if  you  plcafc  emperor,  of  Kongo  i  or>^^. 
which  is  much  more  likely,  took  that  title  from  it  ^. 

In  procefs  of  time,  thefe  viceroys,  or  governors,  became 
powerful  and  wealthy  enough  to  fet  up  for  themfelves,  and 
became  petty  tyrants  of  their  own  particular  governments  : 
after  which  they  began  to  afliimc  the  title  and  quality  of  Ma-r 
nif  infomuch  that  the  true  and  original  fovereign  found  it  dif-  ^^„^g  y;. 
ficult  to  preferve  that  part  over  which  he  governed  in  perfon,  ^videdun- 
and  which  was  more  properly  called  Kongo  j  whilft,  inftead  der  manj, 
of  only  one  Mani  Kongo^  there  ftarted  up  a  number  of  other 
petty  Manisy  fuch  as  the  Mani,  Dongo^  Mani  LoangOy  Mani 
Caconday  Mani  BtngOy  Mani  Sonhoj  and  feveral  others,  of 
whom  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  in  the  fequel  3  befides 
feveral  others  which  bear  an  inferior  title,  as  of  duchy,  mar- 
quifate,  iffc.  At  prefent  we  (hall  confine  ourfelves  to  three 
of  the  principal  of  the  former ;  namely,  of  Kongo  Proper y  Lo^ 
ango  on  the  north,  and  Angoloy  or  DongOy  on  the  fouth  of 
it  yD).     This  divifion  will  not  only  prevent  confufion  in  the  .    .^ 

follow- 

^  Vid.  Odo,  Lopez,  Pigafet,  Defer.  Reg.  Cong.    Davity, 
Dapper,  &  al. 

(D)  Some  moderns  have  ex'  ries  (hould  reach  quite  to  the 

tended  the  limits  of  this  coun-  country  of   the  Nigrita^    the 

try  much  farther  (i);    w«.  on  caftern  ones  to  Eaflern Ethiopia^ 

the  north,  to  the   kingdoms  of  ox  Mijimay  and  the  fouthern 

Gabon  and  Macoco^  more  com-  to  Cafraria  ;  making  a  twofold 

fflonly  called  the  Anvdcan  king-  divifion  of  the  whole  kingdom^ 

doms.     On  the  eaft,  by  Datnut,  lux.  into  Southern  and  Northern 

and  the  lake  Zairo,  a  lake  which  Kongo  ;  the  latter  of  which  con- 

our  modern  maps  omit,  as  being  tains  the  kingdoms  of  Madrm^ 

no-where  to  be  found  ;  and  on.'  Biafara,  Calomho,     and,  in  a 

the  fouth^   to  the  kingdom  of  word,   what  we  call   Southern 

Benguela,  Guinea, 

Another  modern,  and  of  later  But  this  NorthernKongo  is  j oft- 

date  {2),   hath    given  it  a  ftill  ly  rejeded  as  chimerical  and  ab- 

more  prodigious  extent  to  the  furd  j  its  utmoft  limits  on  that 

northward,  making  it  reach  from  fide^  even  taken  in  the  largeft 

the   15  th  degree  north,  to  the  fenfe,  that  is,  including  the  king- 

14th  fouth  latitude;    according  dom  of  L(7«»fo,  being  far  enough 

to  which  J  its  northern  boijnda-  from  reaching  to  the  equinoxial 

C  2  line, 

(1)  R&h,Mitbad,  d*  apprendre  la  geograpb,  tm»  lU  f .  2l8,  (a)  Frtioj 

iUtJfod,  &c.  tm»  iii.^.  74i  ^^rit  Ediu 
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following  hiftory,  and  help  us  to  fettle  the  true  limits  both  of 
each  part,  and  of  the  whole,  but  likewife  of  defcribing  thofe 
kingdoms  and  principalities,  that  have  been  difmembcred  from 
the  great  empire,  as  they  lie  contiguous  to  them,  according  to 
the  heft  accounts  we  have  of  cach^  We  begin  with  that  of 
Kongo  KONGO   PROP  ER^   which  is  bounded  on  the 

Proper,   ^  north  by  the  famed  river  ZjiV,  or  Zarah^  which  divides  it 
from  that  of  Loango  on  that  fide ;  on  the  fouth  by  that  of 
Danday  which  divides  it  from  the  kifigdom  oi  Angola  \  on  the 
ttsixttnt  ^jjjj^  ^y  jjjg  kingdoms  of  Fungono  and  Metamba^  and    the 
mdhmts.  jjufnt  mountains  of  the  fun,  thofe  of  cryft^l  or   faltpetre 
and  filver,  and  by  the  river  Verbela^  or,  according  to  a  modern 
,  traveller »«,  by  thofe  of  Coanza  Berbela^  and  the  great  one  of 
Chilandea^  or  Jquilonda  ;  and  on  the  weft  by  the  Ethiopic  fea, 
called  alfo  thfefea  of  Kongo  ".  According  to  thefe  limits,  Kongo 
,   Proper  extends,  on  tliat  fide,  about  three  degrees  from  north 
to  fouth  J  thit  is,  from  the  moutTi  of  the  Zair  to  that  of  the 
Ddnda^  or  from  fix  to  nine  degrees  fouth  latitude,  but  widens 
much  in  the  inland,  by  the  courfe  of  the  firft  of  thofe  rivers, 
which  runs  winding  above  two  degrees  more  towards  the 
north^  as  we  (hall  fee  vvhen  we  come  to  defcribe  it.    We  arc 
Not  nuetl    more  in  the  dark  ftill  about  its  breadtH  from  eaft  to  weft,  for 
kn$wn  to-  want  of  being  better  acquainted  with  the  true  fituation  and  run 
nvarJ  the  ©f  the  mountains  and  rivers  which  bound  it  on  the  eaft.  The 
^fi'  only  pferfon  we  know  of  who  hath  penetrated  fo  far  into  the 

inland,  and  hath  given  us  the  largeft,  and,  in  ^11  likelihood, 
the  trueft  account  of  all  the  parts  of  this  Weftern  Ethiopia^ 
being  moft  defective  in  this  particular,  not  fo  much  for  want 
of  time  (E),  asof  proper  inftruments,  and  other  helps  to  make 

his 

'  See  the  author  quoted  under  note  D.  *  Cavazz!,  ex 

Verf.    Labat.  Vol.i.  c.  2.  "  Oo.  L0P12,  Pigafet,  Jar- 

ric.  &al.  fup.citat. 

line,  and  the  moft  diflant  limits  na^   who  was  fent    miffiouary 

of  PFefternEthiopia  beginning, as  into  thofe  parts,  by  the  congre- 

.      hath  been  obfcrvcd  above,  at  the  gation  de  propaganda  fide^  in  the 

cape  hibo  de  Gonzales,  according  year  1 654,  and  arrived  at  Kong^ 

to  the  moil  exadt  moderns,  and  in  the  fame  year.     During  his 

that  being  fituate  under  the  firft  (lay  there,  his  zeal  to  make  con- 

degree  fouth  ofthefaid  line  (3).  verts  made  him  travel  through 

(E)  The  author  we  mean  is  all ^ thofe    different  kingdoms; 

£ither  John  Antony  Cavazzi^  di  aod  the  credit  he  gained,  as  well 

Monti  Cucullo,  a  capuchin  friar,  as  the  great  employments  he  was 

anative  of  the  duchy  of  Mode-  inuruded  with,  gave  him  an  op- 
portunity 

(3)  Vid.  BaudranJ,  La  Martim'ere,   Pigafet,  Linfchot,  OJ.  Upews,  Davity^ 
Damper,  J,  Ant,  Cava»»exverf.  y.  B.La^at,  173a,  w/.  i.  r,  /,ef /^. 
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bis  obfervations  by.  The  public  were  in  hopes  that  this  de* 
itBt  might  have  been  fupplied  by  him,  in  his  fecohd  voyage 
into  thc^e  parts,  or  by  fome  other  of  the  brotherhood  imco 


2f 


portnnlcy  of  informing  himfelf 
of  every  thing  relating  to  them, 
with  great  ezadnefs;  parties- 
larly  with  refped  to  the  religion, 
cttfioms,  maonersy  hiftory,  wars, 
prodod,  commerce,  £5fr.of  thofe 
various  kingdoms  and  provinces 
through  which  he  pafled ;  their 
towns,  rivers,  mountains,  mines, 
animals,  and  other  curious  par- 
ticulan,  till  then  very  little 
known  to  us. 

The  great  hardfhips  he  fuffer- 
ed  in  thefe  hot  climates,  the  dtf- 
ficolties  he  was  forced  to  under- 
go, in  travelling  through  tkofe 
barren  defarts,  djneadfui  moun- 
tains, foreils,  6^c.  joined  to  the 
variety  and  multitude  of  bjifi- 
nefs  attending  his  miilion,  an^i 
other  employments,  had  at 
length  fo  far  impaired  his  con- 
flitution,  that  he  was  pbliged  to 
return  to  Romg,  an,  1668,  tore- 
cover  his  health ;  and  there  it 
was  that  he  prefented  that  con- 
gregation with  a  full  account  of 
all  that  be  had  obfervedin  thofe 
vaft  tradls,  during  the  fpace  of 
fbartcen  years* 

The  nativetof^dty  and  fin* 
cerity  that  reigns  through  his 
virhole  relation,  in  which  he  af- 
ferted  nothing  but  what  he  had 
either  been  an  eye-witpeis  of, 
or  had  been  informed  of  by  very 
good  hands,  gained  it  the  univer- 
fal  approbation  of  all  that  read 
it,  and  was  in  Aidi  high  eHeem, 
as  to  foe  thought  worthy  of  being 
made  public  to  the  world.  The 
misfon;une  was,  that  the  many 
languages  he  had  been  obliged 
to  learn,  and  the  conflant  ufe  he 


had  made  of  the  Pirtuguiftf  in 
C(mver£ng  with  Europeam»  had^ 
fo  hx  marred  his  own  native 
Italian^  that  the  congregation 
thought  it  a  great  pity  fo  v^la« 
able  a  piece  (hould  fufier  for 
want  of  being  couched  in  a  fuit- 
able  language :  upon  which  they 
defured  the  general  of  his  order 
to  appoint  a  proper  perfon  to 
put  it  in  a  more  Italic  drefs  ; 
which  was  accordingly  done, 
with  the  confent  of  the  author, 
and  to  his  and  the  congregation's 
fatisfadion. 

He  was  nbt  long  after  fait 
itbither  a  fecond  time  by  that 
learned  body,  with  the  title  of 
prefect  of  aU  theCe  miffiony,  and ' 
probably,  with  a  view  to  fupply, 
by  new  obfervations,  what  wat 
wanting  in  the  geography,  and,  . 
other  parts  01  his  relation; 
which,  notwithllanding  thofe 
important  chafms,  met  with  a 
general  approbation  in  all  other 
refpedls.  As  we  have  not  heard 
fince  that  he  hath  publifhed  any- 
thing farther  on  that  iubje^V,  an* 
other  author  of  the  Dominican 
order  hath  endeavoured  to  fup- 
ply  fome  of  thefe  deficiencies^ 
in  z  French  verfion  he  hathgiven 
us  of  his  hook  from  other  wri- 
ters (i).  But  as  to  what  relates 
to  the  true  fituation  anddiilances 
of  places,  and  other  geographic 
cai  points,  they  cannot  be  at^ 
tained  to  but  by  nice  obferva- 
tions made  upon  the  fpot ;  and 
this  is  what  few  miiiionaries,  ex* 
cept  thofe  of  the  Jefuitic  order, 
ever  trouble  themfelves  with. 


(i)  Su  Ldhafi  Fr$face  (0tbe  verficn  ahve^entiwfd  at  the  beginning  efwl,  U 
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his  time.  But  we  muft  be  content  with  theiingular  diicove* 
ries  he  hath  made  in  thofe  parts,  till  then  little  known,  ex- 
cept along  the-coafts,  and  fo  far  as  the  Portuguefe  had  pene- 
trated into  the  inlands,  which  was  inconfiderable  in  compa* 
rifon  of  what  Our  author  hath  feenof  itj  during  his  fourteen 
years  refidence  in  thofe  parts  \ 
Konge  According  to  him,  the  dominions  of  the  kings  of  Kongo 

Proper      extended  a  great  deal  farther  eaftward  and  (buthward,  before 
Jkrwtk       the  Chriftian  religion   was  introduced  thither,  than  it  hath 
from  its     fince ;  a  great  number  of  thofe  eftates  that  were  under  its 
tf«//V«/«f-monarchs,  either  as  fubjefts,  or  tributary,  having  withdrawn 
Untjince   jj^gjy  allegiance,  out  of  diflike  to  them  upon  that  account. 
tntroduc    Mod  of  thgnn^  efpecially  towards  the  eaif ,  being  of  a  wild 
/f'.^.       and  untraclable  nature,  and  living  in  woody  ^nd  rocky  mpun- 
tf«Vy  '      tains,  difficult  of  accefs,  refufed  not  only  to  exchange  thei^: 
•^'        old  fuperftitions  and  idolatry  jfor  fo  pure  a  religion,  but  like- 
wife  to  pay  any  farther  allegiance  or  tribute  to  a  prince,  who 
had  embraced  it  out  of  complaifance  to  ftrangers,  and  wanted 
to  force  it  upon  them.    Not  content  to  oppofe  his  officers  and 
troops  that  came  annually  to  raife  the  ufual  tribute,   they 
made  fuch  frequent  and  powerful  incurfions  into  his  domi- 
nions, both  from  the  eaft  and  fouth,  as  obliged  him  to  draw 
his  forces  nearer  the  center  of  his  kingdom  of  Kongo^  to  pre- 
vent itis  being  invaddd  by  them;  by  vyhich  means  it  was, 
that  fo  many   of  the  remote  provinces  were  difmembered 
from  it,  that  itfelf  was  reduced,  frpm  an  extent  of  above  fix: 
hundred  leagues   in  circuit,  to  lefs  than  one  half  of  that 
extent. 
Exeefftije       KONGO  PROP ^R,  being  fituate  under  the  torrid 
hot  cli'      ^one,  and  fo  near  the  equinoxial  line,  is  of  courfe  fubje<9:  to  the 
tnata.       fame  exceffive  heats  that  ail  thofe  countries  are  liable  to ;  in- 
tolerable indeed  to  ftrangers^  but  tolerable  to  the  inhabitants, 
by  tlfe  precautions  they  take  againft   them,  by  the  winds 
and  breezes,  rains,  and  conftant  dews,  which  greatly  abate 
|:heir  violence.     We  fliall  riot  therefore  dwell  longer  upon 
that  point,  having  faid   fo  nriuch  of  it  in  our  hiftory  of  Abif^ 
ftniayzni  other  countries  under  the  fame?  latitude.     Neither 
heed  we  apprife  our  readers  here^  that  thefe  regions,  being 
7heir  Tea-  fituate  on  the  other  fide  of  the  line,  their  feafons  are  oppo- 
4dns.  fite  to  thofe  on  this  fide;  that  their  fummer,  for  inftance,  be- 

gins when  bur' winter  doth,  and  fo  of  the  reft;  only  thofe 
that  are  nearer  the  line  having  theirs  mvich  longer.  They 
commonly  begin  in  O^iobery  and  continue  till  February  and 
Marc^ ;  4uring  which  tiipe,  %\\c  fun's  rays^d^rt  with  fuch  force, 

•  La  BAT  ex  Cavazzi,  vol.  i  c.  i  &  2.     Vid.  &  PibAFET,  Da« 
VITY,  LiNscHOT,  &al.  fup.  citat. 
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that  the  atmoiphere  appears  to  an  European  as  it  were  In  a 
flame,.     But  this  is  likewife  mitigated  by  the  equal  length  of  Eqtiai^ayi 
their  days  and  nights  ;  which  would  be  intolerable,  were  that  mad  nigbts 
luminary  to  continue  longer  than  twelve  hours  upon  it,  and 
not  be  refreQied  by  an  equal  number  of  hours  of  the  night  p. 
.    As  their  fummer  lafts  fix  whole  months,  tho'  with  Tome  Summer 
difference  of  the  degrees  of  heat,  according  as  the  fun  is  more  ani^w 
or  lefs  vertical  over  their  heads,  fo  their  winter  is  reckoned  by  ^^* 
them  the  other  part  of  the  year,  with  a  proportionable  diffe- 
rence of  cold,  or  what  tbey  call  fo;  though  it  is  what  an  £«• 
roptan^  Specially  a  northern  one,  would  ftyle  warm  or  hot* 
Thefe  two  feafons  of  winter  and  fummer,  which  make  up 
their  year,  they  divide  into  fix  lefs  confiderable  ones,  which  Other  ii^ 
they  call  Maffanza^  Neofuy  E^undi^  ^itombo^  ^i^ifit  and  **^i^w  0/ 
^imbangala.  thefeafw^. 

Mass  AN  z  A  enters  in  with  the  month  O^^^^r,  which  is  i\it  The  firfi, 
beginning  of  their  fpring,  when  the  rains  begin  to  fall,  and  or  /fringe 
continue  during  the  two,  and  (bmetlmes  the  three  next 
months.  When  they  do  fo,  the  low  lands  arc  commonly 
overflowed  by  the  extraordinary  floods,  and  all  their  feeding 
fwept  away  and  deftroyed ;  this  is  commonly  followed  by  a 
famine,  which  carries  off  great  numbers  of  the  lazy  and  in- 
dolent inhabitants,  who  take  no  care  to  lay  up  any  provHions 
againfl  fuch  difafters,  though  they  happen  fo  frequently.  This 
firft  feafon  they  reckon  commences  at  the  time  the  plants  be- 
gin to  pullulate. 

The  fecond,  called  Neafu^  begins  about  the  end  of  Janu-  fbeficond 
ary^  when  the  green  fields  and  lands  have  fhot  their  fioAyx&fi^^o^f^ 
to  their  full  height,  and  want  but  a  few  days  to  ripen  them  h  ^ar^f^ift 
fit  for  harveft  ;  which  they  have  no  fooner  gathered  in,  than  ^"^^^^ 
they  begin  immediately  to  fow  them  a-fre(h  for  a  fecond /^'**S'* 
crop  ;  their  lands  commonly  yielding  them  two.  harvefts  ^. 

The  third  and  fourth  feafons,  called  Ecundi  and  ^uitom-  ^^^f^f^ 
*<?,  are  frequently  blended  towards  the  beginning  of  Alarchj  or  fourth 
when  the  more  gentle  rains  begin  to  fall,  and  continue  fo  to  ^^^'"^^ 
do,  till  the  month  of  May.    It  is  the  greater  or  leflcr  quan- 
tity of  rain  that  falls  during  that  interval,  that  diftinguifhes 
thofe  two  feafons :  during  the  reft  of  the  time,  the  air  is  ei- 
ther very  clear,  dry,  and  hot  to  a  ^igh  degree;  or,  if  the 
clouds  are  over- charged,    they  cornmonly  are  inflamed,  and 
burft  out  into  the  mod  dreadful  lightnings  and  thunders,  with- 
out (bedding  the  leaf):  drop  of  rai^)  tho'  they  feem  loaded  with 
it.     Thefe  two  feafons  laft  till  about  the  beginning,  and  fpm^ 
times  till  the  end,  of  our  September. 

P  Od.  Lopez,  Pioapet,  Jarric.  Davity,  Papper,  LabaT 
(X  Cav^zi  Ethipp.  vol.  i.  c  2,  &  feq.  ^  Id.  ibid. 
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The  twolaft,  viz,  the  ^ibiTo  and  ^tmbangala^  make 
iip  their  fliort  winter  \  this  connfts  not  in  froft  and  fnow^ 
which  arp  never  feen  here,  nor  any-where  under  the(e  cli- 
mates, but  in  dry  blafting  winds,  which  ftrip  the  earth  and  all 
the  trees  of  their  verdure,  till  the  next  Majfanzd^  which  is 
their  fpring,  ,begins  to  reftore  them  to  their  vernal  bloom. 

They  divide  the    year  into  twelve  lunary  months,. and 


cf  the  year  ^g^^  it  in  Septembef'^  like  the  Jews  \  and,  whether  by  in» 
into  tercalary  days  or  months,  do,  like  them,  bring  it  to  fo  near 

twel<vi      an  exadnefs,  as  not  to  anticipate  or  retard  the  beginning  of 
months       it,  which  falls,  like  ours,  on  the  autumnal  equinox.     One 
mibmce.      might  imagine  from  it,  that  they  had  this  calculation  from 
.     the  eafiern  Ethiopians  or   JbiJfinianSy  as  thefe  probably  re- 
ceived it  from  the  Jews^y  had  they  had  formerly  any  relation 
or  commerce  with  them,  which  they  do  not  feem  to  have  had  ; 
for,  in  other  cafes,  they  appear  to  be  fo  unikilled  in,  and  ne- 
gligent of,  all  chronology,  that  it  is  next  to  impoflible  for  the 
ableft  chronologift  to  fix  the  epocha  of  any  event  they  relate, 
unlefs  they  tack  to  it,  by  dint  of  memory,  which  with  them 
is  commonly  very  tenacious,  fome  circumftance  or  event  that 
is  known  to  have  happened  about  the  fame  time. 
Of  the  But  if  they  had  received  this  divifion  of  the  year  ftom 

noeek  into  etthei  the  Abijyinians  or  Jews^  it  is  more  than  probable  they 
/our  days*  would  likewife  have  followed  that  of.the  months  and  weeks, 
and  made  this  laft  to  confift  of  feven  days,  whereas  their  week 
contains  but  four  daysj    three  of  which  are  appointed  for 
work,  and  the  fourth  for  reft  and  religioqs  exercifes.     Unlefs 
Vire  (hould  fuppofe,  that  either  their  devotion,  or,  which  is 
more  probable,  their  lazinefs,  induced  them  to  retrench  two 
days  from  the  former,'  that  they  might  have  more  frequent 
opportunities  of  indulging  themfelves  on  the  latter.     For  oiir 
author  aflures  us  they  are  very  careful  to  abftain  from  all  forts 
of  work  on  the  fourth,  which  is  their  fabbath  day  *. 
TirtUity        It  is  Xo  this  fliameful  indolence  that  we  may  afcribe  the 
andpro^     fmall  produQ  which  the  inhabitants  reap  from  their  lands  \ 
duSi      ,   which,  were  they  better  cultivated,  and  fenced  from  inunda- 
tions, might  be  made  capable  of  yielding  them  more  plenti- 
ful harx'efts,  and  ^  much  greater  variety  of  grains,  pulfe,  fruits, 
and  other  nourifliment.     The  vaft  and  regular  rains  which 
conftantly  fall  in  their  due  feafon,  and  the  mud  which  l$ 
-produced  by  the  gentle  overflows  Of  their  rivers,  were  they 
Extreme     properly  improved  by  induftry,  would  not  fail  of  inriching 
indolence,    their  low  lands,  naturally  fat  and  deep,  and  comn^only  yield 
11  dpuble,  ^nd  fometimes  a  triple  crop  yearly.    This  plainly 


'  See  before,  vol.  xv.  p.  i68,  k  firq. 
torn.  i.  ch.  6.    Vi4.  &  audi,  fup,  citat. 


^  LABATf  ex  Cavazzi, 
.  ?i?pcar^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


C  3.  The  Kingdom  of  Kongo.  2  J 

ajjpeais  from  tlie  ptenty  and  variety  ufually  produced  by  thofe 
laflds  which  are  ia  the  poflcffion  of  the  Portuguefe ;  but  the 
negroes  had  much  rather  run  the  rifk  of  a  moft  pinching 
dearth,  than  be  at  the  tenth  part  of  the  pains  which  they  fee 
theni  take ;  to  fpeak  more  truly,  they  feem  to  think  it  below 
them  to  ufe  ai>y  exercifes  but  thofe  of  dancing,  leaping,  hunt- 
ing, (hooting,  and  fuch-like:  the  reft  of  their  time  th^  fpend 
in  fmoking,  and  downright  idlenefs,  and  commit  the  labori- 
ous part  of  their  houfliold  affairs,  fuch  as  dicing,  fowing, 
reaping,  cutting  of  wood,  grinding  of  corn,  fetching  of  wa- 
ter, ^c.  to  their  flaves,  or,,  for  want  of  fuch,  to  their  wives.  Thgheav^ 
Nothing  is  more  common  than  to  fee  thefe  poor  creaturcs-^*'"*:^  ^ 
thus  tpiling  in  the  fields  and  woods,  with  a  child  tied  to. their  ^^f*'" 
backs,  and  fainting  under  their  eXceffive  labour  and  heavy  *"»**'^'« 
burdens ;  and,  which  is  ftill  worfe,  witk  hunger  and  tliirft^. 
What  is  yet  more  furprizingly  {hamefiil  is,  that  though  they 
have  plenty  of  domeftic  animals,  which  they  might  eafily 
make  ufe  ^,  both  for  cultivating  their  grounds,  and  other  la- 
borious fervices,  and  fee  the  Portuguefe  do  it  to  great  advan* 
tage,  yet  their  ftupid  indolence  is  fuch,  that  they  will  rather 
fee  their  tender  females  fink  under  their  toil  and  labour,  than 
be  at  the'  trouble  of  breeding  up  any  of  thefe  ufeful  creatures 
to  theiFaffiftancc, 

Their  groimd  produces  variety  of  grain,  though  no  corn  2)/W 
or  rice  but  what  is  cultivated  by  the  Portuguefe.     We  begin  ff^f  gf 
with  their  maize,  otherwife  called  Turky  or  Indian  wheat,  grain. 
which  grows  very  ftrong  and  well  laden ;  of  this  the  natives  iiidiaii 
make  their  bread  ;  and  as  it  takes  litde  more  from  its  (owing  «wh^, 
to  its  full  perfeftion  than  three  months,  they  feldom  fail  of  two 
crops  of  it ;  and  ibme  of  thofe  which  are  ever  fo  Utile  culti- 
vated, will,  with  induftry  and  forecaft,  yield  even  a  third 
crop.    This  grain,  being  well  ground,  is  made  into  a  kind  of 
coarfe  bread,  or  is  boiled  in  water  into  a  pap.     They  like-  afecmi 
wife  cultivate  another  fort  not  unlike  to  it,  which  they  cisXl  firt  of  it. 
mafTambola,  or  maubella,  and  which  the  Portuguife  ftyle  Sa^ 
racen  wheat  or  bread  j  they  never  fail  of  two  crops  of  it  eve- 
ry year,  as  it  will  thrive  in  a  dry  feafon  better  than  .the  for- 
mer fort.     A  third  kind  they  fow  which  they  call  maflingo,  ^  third 
whofe  grain  is  not  much  unlike  our  millet,  but  much  hrger  grain  0/ a 
and  plumper,  and  hath  a  more  agreeable  tafte  and  flavour ;  *^i»^y  na- 
but  is  attended  with  this  inconveniency,  that  it  is  apt  to^*''^* 
give  the  cholic   to  thofe   who    have  not  been  ufed  to  it, 
either    by  reafon   of  fome  inherent  windinefs,  or  as  they 
pretend,  by  its  being  too  nourilhing,  and  hard  of  digeftion. 
But  this  ill  quality  feldom  affe£b  any  but  Europeans^  the 
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natives  having  ftomachs  of  oftriches,  able  to  digeft  the  hard- 
Atrtan-     eft  food.  \They  have  ftill  a  fourth  fort  of  grain,  which  they 
gnlarfort,  call  luno,  which  i$  of  a  triangular  form,  fomething  like  what 
the  DuUh  call  buck,  and  we  French  wheat  j  it  is  fmaller  than 
the  Indi^jiy  but  much  more  iirengthening.and  nourifhing. 
Their. country  yields  plenty  of  it,  which  makes  fome  amends 
for  their  want  of  induftry. 
Farims  Thev  alfo  cultivate  variety  of  pulfe^  as  beans  and  peafe, 

kinds  of     which  like  wife  conititute  part  of  their  food  ;  among  the  bean 
fulfe.         fort,  they  have  a  fmall  kind,  of  a  reddifh  hue,  which  they 
fkf  re^     call  noalla,  and  are  very  fond  of;-  it  is  of  a  very  good  flavour 
^^^'         and  taftc,  whendrefled  a  little  more  elegantly  than  thefe  poor 
natives  generally  do.     They  have  another  fort  which  they 
call  nitanza,  and  which  is  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
Brafil         "Brafil  bean,  becaufe  it  was  probably,  brought  hither  from 
**•       .  thence  by  the  Portuguefi.     It  is  reckoned  very  good  at  the 
firft,^  but  is  apt  to  degenerate  in  time  ;  however  the  curious 
know  how  to  prevent  that  dpfeft  ;    but  there  are  fo  few  of 
that  fort  among  the  natives,  that  this  kind  bears  little  or  no 
yalu^  among  them,  and  is  only  in  ufe  among  the  Portuguefe^ 
who  can  have  a  frefh  fupply  of  it  from  year  to  year. 
Variety  of      Ov  tfee  peafe  kind,  that  which  is  called  ouvado  is  very 
peafe.         fmall,  and  grows  upon  a  low  fhrub, .  which  bloflbms  and 
yields  its  fruit  all  the  year  found,  and  will  laft  three  whole 
yeafs.     Some  of  the  fame  kind  are  to  be  found  in  feveral 
iflands  of  America^  which  bear  feven  whole  years  ^     That 
which  is  called  jucuba   is  likewife  fmall,  and  of  a  whitifli 
liue,  but  difficult  to  be   boiled  tender ;  this  kind,  it  feems, 
grows  under  ground,  in  a  kind  of  pod  or  purfe.    It  bears  a 
yellow  fl9wer)  in  fcent  much  like  a  violet ;    the  peafe  itfelf, 
if  boiled  foft,  hath  a  fine  tafte,  and  fits  light  ,upon  the  fto^ 
mach.    But  what  the  natives  of  Kongo  more  commonly  live 
upon,  and  which  fuits  their  palate  as  well  as  their  idle  dif- 
pofition,  is  a  kind  of  nut  like  our  filberds,  which  grow  of 
themfelves,  and  are  to  be  found  every^where;    every  nut 
that  falls  upon  the  ground,  producing  a  new  fhrub  by  the 
next  year''. 
FrulMrees      They  have  fcarcely  any  fruit-trees  but  what  have  been 
brought      tranfplanted  thither  by  the  Portuguefe^  and  multiplied  them- 
tffitherby  fdves  in  time;  all  the  reft  are  wild,  without  bloflbm  or  fruit, 
the  Por-     Qj.  any  thing  but  their  leaves,  which  afford  indeed  a  conftant 
tuguefe.     verdure,  becaufe  the  new  buds  fpring  up  as  faft  as  the  old 
leaves  drop  ojF.     The  palm-trees  grow  here  in  great  num- 
ber 2^nd  variety  j  they  reckon  no  iefs  than  eight  forts  of 

*  Labat's  Voy.  into  the  American  Mcs.  ^  Jd.  ex  Ca-r 
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them,  all  of  excellent  ufe  in  their  kind.     But  as  moft  of  them  FaHety  rf 
are  exotic,  and  brought  thither  from  America^  we  (hall  ^ii't^lm'tregt. 
pone  what  we  have  to  by  of  them,  till  we  have  given  an  ac* 
count  of  thofe  which  are  natural  to  the  country. 

W£  begin  with  that  which  they  call  aliconda,  a  tree  of  fuch  The  aM- 
fiionftrous  bulk  that  ten  men  cannot  fathom  it  round;  the^^^^^r* 
natives,  who  call  it  bondo,  fay  that  it  is  fit  only  to  kill  men 
and  beafts,  its  wood'  being  eafy  to  rot,  and  booming  (b  ex* 
oeedingly  brittle,  that  a  hard  blaft  of  wind  will  throw  them 
down;  for  which  reafon  they  never  build  their  huts  near 
Aem,  left  dieir  fall  fliould  cru(h  them  to  death,  or  their  fruit, 
which  is  of  the  bignefs  of  a  large  gourd,  and  eafily  broken 
from  the  tree,  fhould  knock  them  down.  They  nevertheleft 
make  fome  advantage  of  both ;  the  bark  of  this  tree,  being 
wdl  beaten  and  macerated,  yields  a  coarfe  thread,  of  which 
they  make  their  firong  ropes ;  and  if  it  is  maceratcxl  in  water 
ibme  days,  and,  when  dried  again,  beaten. with  iron  bars,  or 
large  dubs  of  hard  wood,  it  becomes  like  a  large  piece  of 
cloth,  with  which,  tho'  coarfe,  and  of  no  duration,  the  na- 
tives cover  their  middle  from  the  girdle  to  the  l^necs  w.  The 
(heU  or  rind  of  the  fruit,  which  is  hard  and  tough,  like  that 
of  a  ggurd,  or  calabafli,  being  cleared  of  its  pulp  (which 
when  dried  yields  an  infipid  meal,  and  may,  in  time  of 
fcarcity,  be  made  into  a  thick  and  nourifhing  pap)  ferves  for 
veffels  of  feveral  ufes,  and  is  proper  to  preferve  water  in,  to 
vrhich  it  gives  a  pleafant  aromatic  tafte.  The  fmall  leaves 
are  often  eat  likewife  in  time  of  fcarcity,  and  the  large  ones 
ferve  to  cov^  their  houfes,  Qt  being  burned,  to  make  good 
foap  *• 

The  infanda  refemUes,  in  many  refpe£(s,  our  laurel;  znd Thiinfim^ 
its  bark,  being  beaten  and  macerated  like  that  of  the  aliconda,  Ja  tree. 
is  aifo  made  into  a  kind  of  ftufFor  cloth,  but  much  finer,  and 
is  in  greater  efteem  among  them.  Perfons  of  the  higheft  rank, 
and  even  monarchs,  wear  it  about  their  (boulders  like  cloaks, 
^nd  ufe  it  for  ^fdles  about  their  middle.  Even  the  women 
of  all  degrees  are  fond  of  wearing  them  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  embelliih  their  heads  with  it,  adding  other  ornaments 
and  trinkets,  more  or  lefs  rich,  according  to  their  condition. 

The  mulemba  is  not  unlike  to  it,   nor  to  what  we  call  n^  fn^ 
the  royal  laurel ;    its   leaves   are    ever-green,    and    from  lemba. 
its  bark  is  m^idea  cloth  or  AufF,  which  excells  the  former  in 
beauty. 

The  manglos  commonly  thrive  beft  along  the  Coanza^  MangUi 
panda,  and  other  rivers,  and  even  by  the  fea-fide,  and  in  multiply 
jnarfhy  grounds.     Some   filaments  (hoot  downwards  ixominto  fo- 

"  Dc'hoc  vid,  flip.  p.  7,  &  (B).  »  lid.  ibii  '''-^'* 
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Utetr  branches,  and  taking  frdh  root  in  the  earth,  grow  up 
again  into  new  trees;  infomuch  that  onefingle  trunk  may 
iia  tiroe  biecome  a  foreft,  Kke  many  others  of  a  like  and  even 
difiFerent  kind,  which  grow  in  Jfia  and  America  in  gr«at  quan- 

^htinefica^^^^^)*  ^^  mefica  grows!  as  large  as  our  walnut-trees, 
atid  out  of  its  wood  drops  a  medicinal  gum,  of  a  warm  na- 

Caileva^  tiarc.  The  co81cva  is  likewife  very  large,  and  bears  a  fruit 
liikc  a  citron,  but  much  bigger,  whde  kernels,  about  the  fize 
erf  a  fnaall  hut,  are  reckoned  to  ftrengthen  the  ftomach,  they 
\mn%  fi>  bitter,  that  the  negroes  are  obliged  to  foak  them  in 

Zqffo.  \rater  be£ore  they  can  eat  them.  Hie  za(Fo  is  tall  and  hrge 
likeour  4)siks,  >»nd pnoduces  a  fruit  not  unftke  fottie  of  our 
]ia:geft  plumbs,  and  of  the  colour  of  fire,  which  being  roafted 
i|i£ot  embers,  yield  an  aromatic  fcent,  and  are  a  very  de*- 

Cajfanc'    lightful  ftitngthener  of  the  brain.'   The  caffanevi/s  leav«ff 

VK  ^d^kh  are  like  thofc  of  our  laurel,  and  green  ail  the  year 

)!Dund,  yield  a  kind  of  refm  of  an  exquifite  faieli  ;  its  fruit, 
like  our  wild  crabs,  yields  a  very  four  verjuice,  di&greeabte 
ijO  the  tafte,  but  an  excellent  remedy  againft  fluxes  and  ca- 
itarfhs,  and  againft  ia  kind  of  4if0afe  very  common  in  Kpngo^ 
Driiich  covers  the  whole  body  with  *ilcers.  '  Ffx)m  this  tree, 

Jfsgum.  lia&ead  of  bloflbaire,  iffues  a  yellow  gum,  which,  Viiien 
noafled,  is  eaten  with  pleafure  and  fafety,  but  when  raw  is 
nesy  pfejudidal  to  the  ftomach,  being  of  fuch  a  cauftic  na- 
itere,  that  it  will  raife  a  blifter  or  an  ulcer  where-ever  it 

fhegegt-   <tow*€s  Ac  naked  fle(h.    The  gegera  is  a  fine  ftout  tree, 

^^,  whofe  fruit,  ne>t  unlike  a  ripe  orange,  but  of  an  oblong  fliape, 

yields  a  liquor  very  agreeable  to  mt  tafte,  and  good  for  the 

fhe  pV//*-  :ftomach.     The  niceffo,  called  by  the  natives  of  Angola  ma- 

fo^..  ongio-acambttri,  is  about  fix  feet  high,  and  produces  a  very 

.Urjge  fruit,  not  unlike  a  pine- apple,  wnofe  rind  ilndofes  fronci 
'  10®  to  200  oblong  ones,  like  a  fmail  lemon,  but  of  an  exqut- 

fite  42afte,  exceeding  that  of  the  fineft  radons;  tt  b^ins  to 
appear 'laden  with  tt  a  few  months  after  it  hath  fpning  out  of 
Khe  earth,  and  keeps  bearing  it  >fuccefSvely  a^M  the  year  round, 
lb  l^t  one  fees  them  in  all  their  different  degrees  of  maturity, 
feme  quite,  fome  half  ripe,  fome  green,  and  fome  jisSt  budding* 
The  cola,  or  as  the  negroes  call  it,  thetoglow,  is  a  fruit  of 
..r         £ach  fine  relifh,  and  fo  much  admirdd  in  this  comttry,  that 

(F)  It  was  of  this  kind  of  *^  That    the  territories  which 

trees,  that  a  princefs  of  the  roy-  **  produced  them  did  not  appear 

al  blood  of  Portugal^  to  whom  ** '  to  her  over-proper  to  produce 

this  property  had  been  related,  ^*  chaftewomen(2)«^' 
faid«  ivith  zuore  wit  than  truth, 

(2]  Vid,  Laiat.  vol.  U  c,  iU 
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the  natives  are  feldorn  without  fome  of  it  in  their  moutbs^  uvA 
chew  it  as  the  Indians  do  their  betel. 

The  laft  native  plant  we  {hall  mention,  is  that  which  t^^ 
call  purgera,  of  the  height  of  a  filberd-^tree,  from  whofe  nmts 
they  prefs  an  excellent  medicamental  oil»  which,  burned  in  a 
lamp,  yields  a  moft  agreeable  fcent  r. 

We  come  now  to  give  an  account  of  their  various  forts  of  Farims 
palm-trees,  which  having  been  in  a  great  meafure  defcrihed  kinds  y 
in  pther  parts  of  this  work  ',  we  fhall  juft  mention  what  hprnlm-trga. 
moft  peculiar  in  thofe  of  Kongo.     We  hinted  above  that  they 
reckoned  eight  or  nine  forts  of  them  ;  the  moft  common  of  Thfimit 
them  is  that  whofe  fruit,  like  our  pine- apples,  contains  a  vadl  9/ thecoma 
number  of  kernels  of  the  breadth  of  a  filberd,  and  of  an  moufirt. 
cxquifite  tafte  when  full  ripe ;  the  oil  that  is  extrafted  out  of 
them  is  likewife  very  pleafant,  and  ufed  in  cookery  inftcad  of 
butter  J  about  the  trunk  of  the  tree  grows  a  foft  downy  kind 
of  mofs,  with  which*  the  rich  commonly  fill  their  pillows. 
The  GiagaSy  a  neighbouring  nation,  apply  it  to  their  wounds, 
as  we  do  a  cobweb  on  a  cut,  with  good  fuccefs.     Moft  of 
the  Moors  cover  their  houfes  with  the  leaves  of  this  palm^ 
tree,  as  being  very  broad,  ftrong,  and  lafting ;  its  wood  would 
be  no  lefs  ufeful  for  building,  if  the  negroes  had  but  the  art  of 
fawing  it  for  that  purpofe.     They  draw  from  thefe  trees,  by 
inciflon,  a  pleafant  liquor  not  unlike  wine,  but  which,  for 
want  of  knowing  how  to  keep  it,  will  turn  four  in  five  or  fix 
days  *. 

The  fecond,  which  is  not  fo  tall,  grows  beft  in  watery  Seeondfirt. 
grounds,  and  produces  much  fuch  a  liquor  as  the  former, 
though   not  quite  fa  good :    from  between  the  foot  of  its 
branches  its  fruit  grows  downwards,  whofe  kernel  is  deli- 
cious, and  rind  hard  and  fmooth,  and  fit  to  be  made  into  to- 
bacco-boxes, and  other  fuch  trinkets.     The  third  is  the  coco  ^, , 
palm-tree,  too  well  known  in  the  Eafl  and  Weft- Indies  to      '''-^* 
need  a  farther  defcription.     4.  That  which  they  call  jamata  j.      , 
bears  excellent  dates,  and  might    produce  very  good  wine,  J^^^'^ 
but  the  incifion  is  apt  to  hurt  the  tree.     5.  The  matoba  V^ ',  ^ 
which  yields  a  pleafant  wine,  but  it  is  apt  to  fpoil  the  fto-  ^'fi^M^'» 
mach  and  blood,  by  reafon  of  its  acidity.     6.  The  fmaller  «.    ,  y. 
palm-tree,  which  yields  much  the  fame  kind  of  pleafant,  tho'   '      '*'^  * 
unwholefome  liquor,  hurtful  to  the  Europeans^  though  not  to 
the  natives  who  are  accuftomed  to  it.     7.  The  coccata,  the  o  *     .l 
fruit  of  which  is  of  the  bignefs  of  one  of  our  large  melons,  ^q^^J^^^^ 
and  yields  a  very  pleafant  food  and  liquor,  and  fome  oil ; 

y   LiNSCHOT,    PiGAFBT,    LoPEZ,  DaVITY,  DaPPER,  LaBAT, 
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the  pulp,  mixed  with  fugar,  may  be  made  into  an  excellent 

jelly.     8.  The  Kongo  palm-tree,  fo  ftyled  becaufe  it  thrives  ' 

better  In  that  country  than  any  of  the  former  forts  j  its  U- 

Tb  Va       il*°^  ^^  reckoned  as  valuable  as  the  wine  which  comes  from 

drawn   ^  Ja«rtf^^,  tho*  it  is  rather  a  kind  of  milk,   fwee^  and  agree- 

ftrong  and  heady,  that  a  pint  of  it  is  (bfficient  to  intoxicate 
a  perfon.     If  no  incifion  be  made  to  this  tree,  to  extraft  the 
liquor  above-mentioned,  therd  will  grow  at  the  foot  of  its 
bs  fruit     ^^^^  '^"^^  leaves,  and  a  large  fruit  big  enough  to  load  a  man. 
near  the     ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^"^  prickly,  and  the  infide  not  unlike  a  peeled 
f^f^  chefnut,  in  colour,  tafte,  and  fubftance ;  and,  when  roafted, 

is  the  common  food  of  the  poorer  fort,  to  whom  it  cofts  no- 
thing but  the  trouble  of  fetching  it  from  the  woods.     They 
QZ/^^n,;^  likewife  extrad  a  fat  oil  by  dint  of  boiling,  with  which  they 
from  it.      ^^^  ^^^^  viduals  ;   but  the  Europeans  only  ufe  it  to  burn  in 
their  lamps.     The  laft  fort  is  that  which  they  call  maongir 
and  macebecco,  and  is  a  kind  of  banana,  which  grows  in 
Kongo  and  Angola  in  pretty  large  quantities,  and  need  not'  be 
here  defcribed  ^. 
Various  They  have  likewife  variety  of  flirubs  of  different  heights, 

firubs.       which  yield  very  pleafant  fruits,  fit  for  thofe  hot  climes,  but  a 
detail  of  them  would  be  too  tedious.     One  of  them,  which 
fig  of  bill  they  call  capano,  or  the  fig  of  hell,  produces  a  kind  of  niit, 
out  of  which  they  extradt  an  oil  for  the  lamp,  and  which  they 
likewife  ufe  in  the  compofition  of  their  ointments,  plaifters, 
l^c.    The  leaves  of  the  fhrub,  burnt  to  alhes,  make  a  good 
lye,  with  which  the  natives  wafli  their  whole  body.     The 
ff-r         »    conde,  or  count,  a  title  given  in  all  likelihood  to  a  tree  pret- 
or  count.     *y  common  in  Kongo^  Angola^  and  Loango^  and  hardly  any- 
where elfe  to  be  found,  is  of  two  forts ;  the  one  pumes  its 
branches  upwards  to  a  point,  and  out  of  their  flem  grows  a 
fruit  of  an  afli  colour,  and  in  figure  like  a  man's  fift  clenched. 
The  infide  is  full  of  partitions  like  the  pine- apple  ;  but,  in- 
ftead  of  kernels,  is  filled  with  a  white  thickifti  juice,  which, 
firflfort^  when  condenfed,  is  like  that  of  our  new  cheefe  in  colour 
and  fubftance,  but  melts  in  the  mouth,  and  hath  a  pleafant 
tafte  and  flavour,  and  is  refrelhing  to  the  ftomach  and  bow- 
els :  its  feeds,  which  are  of  a  blackifli  hue,  and  in  bignefs 
like  thofe  of  a  cucumber,  are  reckoned  great  coolers  of  the 
blood.     The  fecond  fpecies  of  conde  is  not  much  unlike  the 
Second  fort  firft,  though  the  fubftance  of  its  fruit  is  neither  fo  white  nor 
foft,  but  exceeds  it  in  luftre  and  flavour. 

**  PiGAF£T,  Davity,  DappeA,  Cavazzi,  Labat,  &  al.  ubl 
fup. 
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Besides  thefc,  the  Portuguefe  have  taken  care  to  plant  fc- 
vefal  odier  fruits,  as  oranges,  lemons,  citrons^  granates,  ce-. 
dars,  and  others,  which  thrive  as  well  as  in  their  natural  foil. 

Vines  have  been  likewife  brought  hither  from.  G^w^tf^y, 
dtld  where  they  are  well  cultivated,  as  in  the  gardens  belong- 
ing to  the  capuchin  friars,  thrive  to  admiration,  and  yield 
excellent  grapes  twice  a  year.  It  is  not  fo  with  the  reft^ 
which,  for  want  of  due  care,  run  into  leave$  and  branches, 
and  the  fruit  feldom  comes  to  its  full  ripenefs  ^  this  negled 
35,  it  feeois,  common  in  all  their  conquered  dominions,  and 
is  owing  partly  to  the  fear  of  hurting  the  Portuguefe  wine 
trade,  and  partly  to  prevent  the  abufe  of  it  among  the  Mosrs^ 
who  are  much  given  to  drinking  it,  and  all  other  flrong  li- 
quors, to  excefs*^. 

Among  thofe  that  are   of  the  aromatic  kind,  we  (hall  Artmudu 
only  mention  the  two  principal,  i .  The  dondo,  a  ihrub,  which  fl^ti, 
is  (aid  to  have  the  tafte,  fmcU,  and  every  other  quality  of  the 
cinnamon,  and  is  ufed  by  the  natives  and  Portuguefe  here 
inftead  of  it*     2.  The  inquofFo,  a    kind   of  creeping  vine, 
which  bears  a  great  multitude  of  fmall  clufters,  who/e  feeds 
are  of  the  bignefs  of  the  coriander,  but  have  the  fcent,  tafte, 
and  ftrcngth  of  pepper^  and  are  ufed  in  the  ftead  thereof,  in  ^nd  other 
their  cookery,  as  well  as  in  their  phyfical  compofitions,  And  frgdmS^ 
are  found  to  have  double  their  warmth  and  virtue.     It  were 
endlefs  to  go  through  the  vaft  variety  of  other  trees,  Ihrubs, 
plants,  herbs,  roots,  ^c,  of  the  medicinal  kind,  which  grow  R^tg^ 
fcattered  and  naturally  in  this  country.  Tome  yielding  odori- 
ferous gums,  others  oils,  berries,  feeds,  ^c.     Among  the  laft, 
we  fliall  take  notice  of  the  manioc,  of  which  they  make  a 
good  fort  of  bread,  and  is  the  fame  that  is  ufed  in  other  parts 
of  A/ia  and  America  ;    the  potatoes,  tambas,  juganas,  and 
others  of  the  like  kind,  which  yield  a  good  tafte  and  nou^ 
rifhment.     Wheat  is  the  only  thing,  which  the  ground  will  ^^^^ 
not  produce;    \f  pufhes  forth  indeed  the  ftraw  and  ear,  thefinvnyieUt 
former  of  which  grows  high  enough,  we  are  told,  to  hide  a  no  grain. 
man  on^  horfeback,  but  the  latter  is  empty,  and  without  one 
fingle  grain  fit  for  ufe  (G). 

The 

«  Cavazzi  ap.  Labat.  torn,  u  c.  8. 

(G)  This,  at  lead,  is  the  ac-  had  obferved  the  fame  thing  in 

count  which    father   Ca*uazp^ij  fome  of  the  American  iflands^ 

and  other  milTionaries,  give  us  where  he  lived  a  coniiderable 

of  the  wheat  which  hath  been  time,  tells  us  farther,  that  he  had 

(own  in  any  of  the  three  prO'  the  curiofity  to  examine  thofe 

vinccs  of  Loango^  Kongo,  and  An-  ears   more  carefully,    and  had 

gola,    £ttC  father  Labat ^   who  found  fome  few  grains;  and, 

that 
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Graft  The  erafs ,  likewife  in  their  low  lands  grows  (b  high, 

grows  to  a^xcky  and  rank,  that  it  becomes  one  of  the  moft  danger- 
great         ous   receptacles    for  great  variety   of   wild    and  voracious 
btigbt.      beafts,  and  venomous  infeds.     This  makes  travelling  ex- 
ned^'    cccdingfy  hazardous,  as  they  have  very  few  beaten  roads 
ger  oftra-  in  the  whole  country,  and  travellers  are  obliged  to  march 
billing  on  over  it,  through  vaft  plains,  in  continual  danger  of  roufing 
that  ac     fome  of  the  former,  or  being  bit  to  death  by  the  latter,   to 
€oufit,        fey  nothing  of  the  vaft  unwholfom^  dews  with  which  that 
grafs  is  covered,    during  forne  part  of  the  day,  which  wet 
both  blacks  and  whites  to  the  fkin,  and  caufe  colds,  eho* 
lies,  and  other  grievous  diforders  in  them,  efpecially  in  the 
latter,  who  go  almoft  naked,  and  are  more  af^ded  with 
them.     The  only  way  they  have  of  guarding  againft   that 
O/iurn-   nuifance,  is  to  fet  the  grafs  on  fire  in  the  hot  weather,  when 
ing  it         it  is  quite  parched  by  the  heat  of  the  fun  j  but  even  this  can- 
^ben  dry.  not  be  done  without  the  greateft  clingcr,  becaufe  both  the 
wild  beafts  and   venomous  reptiles,    being  furioufly  roufed 
out  of  their  retirement  by  the  flames,    will  fly  at  all  they 
meet  in  their  way,  though   in  ever  fuch  numerous  compa- 
nies ;  and  there  is  no  other  way  of  avoiding  their  fury,  but 
by  climbing  up  the  talleft  trees,  and  defending  one's  lelf  by 
fire-arms,  or  other  weapons.    In  this  cafe  the  natives  have  a 
much  better  chance,  who  naturally  climb  up  the  higheft  trees 
with  furprifing  fwiftnefs  j  wjiereas  the  whites  are  forced  to 
make  ufe  of  rope-ladders,  which  they  commonly  caufe  their 
blacks  to  tarry  about  them  againft  fuch  emergencies,  and  to 
go  up  and  faften  one  end  of  them  to  fome  of  the  branches.  But 

that,  having  fowed  them  afrelh,  incurioufnefs  in  other  cafes,  be- 

they   produced  very   long  ears,  fides  that  of   their   vines   and 

full  of  large  and  heavy  grain,  wheat,  even  where  lefs  caVe  is 

Whence  he  eonjeftures,  that  if  jequircd,  and  their  health  and 

the  Portugue/e  had  tried  the  fame  plcafure  might  naturally  infpire 

experiment  in   either  of  thofe  them  with  a  little   more   dili-*' 

three  countries*  it  might,  per-  gence.     This  we  mean  partial- 

haps,  have  had  the  fame  effcft. .  larly  with  refped  to  their  culi- 

He  therefore  fuppofes  they  ne-  nary  and  other  refrefliing  herbs, 

gle|£t  cultivating  that   valuable  fragrant  and  delightful  flowers^ 

.commodity,  left  it  (hould  afFedt  which  a  fmall  attendance  might 

the  great  trade  of  meal  which  improve  to  a  greater  degree  of 

they  drive  there  (3).     But  here  perfeflion  ;    yet  are  they,  like 

we   cannot    forbear  obfcrving,  the  natives,  contented  to  take 

upon   the  whole,  that  they  are  them   in   the  homely    drefs  in 

fo  very  much  infefted  with  the  which    nature    offers    bbth   to 

Moorijh  difeafe  of  in4olence  and  tfhem. 
,  .  -  ,  \ 

(3)  Labat^Relat.  de  VEibiop,  Occident*  torn,  u  c,  t* 
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we  (hall  have  brther  occtfion  to  refume  this  AibjeA,  when 
we  coilie  to  fpeak  of  ineir  roads  and  wny  of  travelling  "^ ;  we 
ftall  conclude  this  article  of  the  produd  of  thefe  countries 
(in  which  we  have  chofen  to  join  the  three  above  mentioned 
provinces  together,  as  it  is  near  the  fame  in  them,  to  avoid 
being  obltg^  to  repeat  the  fame  things  over  again)  with  a 
jQiort  account  of  its  flowers,  which)  tho'  wild,  and  negligent- ^/'"O' */ 
lyfcattcred  by  nature^  in  almoft  every  field  and  grove,  yct'^'^^-^^'*^ 
yield  ^  much' nobler  and  more,  delightful  profpeft  than  thofcf'''^'** 
which  we,  with  fo  much  care  and-cofl,  cultivate  in  our  gar-  V"^^^ ' 
dens,  not  only  by  the  prodigious  variety  of  their  colours,  but  '^"'^ 
by  the  vaft  quantity  of  heads  which  grow  upon  one  flalk  )         ,  . 
they  feem  indeed  here  to  have  lofl  their  natural  fragrancy  in  ^^ ' 
the  day-time,  that  being  in  fome  meafure  wholly  exhaled  by-^'"'''^^^' 
die  too  intenfe  and   immoderate  heat    of   the  fun;    but^?'^'  ^■'* 
this  is  amply  compenfated  after  its  fetting,  and  more  efpeci-  '^^* 
ally  a  little  before  its  rifing,  when  their  fweetnefs  is  again 
condenfed,  and  revived  by  the  coldnefs  and  dews  of  the  night, 
after  which  they  exhale  their  various  refreChing  fcents  in  a 
much  higher  degree  than  ours. 

Thus  the  lilies,  which  naturally  grow  in  mat  plenty  in  j^^ 
the  fields,  vallies^  and  woods,  excell  thofe  of  our  gardens,  ////^^^ 
not  only  in  their  extreme  whitenefs,  but  much  more  in  a  de- 
lightful fragrancy,  without  ofiending  the  head,  as  thofe  of 
£unpe  do,  by  their  faintifh  fweetnefs.  The  tulips,  which  there  TiiT/ps  i/ 
grow  wild,  though  they  are  generally  called  Perjic^  but  whe-  exfyifiu 
3ier  becaufe  they  were* brought  from  thencb,  or  from  their  *»^rir//i 
near  refemblance  to  them,  have  fomething  fo  furpriflngly 
'charming  in   the  variety  and  combinatbn  of  their  colours, 
that  they  dazzle  the  eyes  of  an intenfebcholder ^  neither  dO| 
their  flowers  grow  fmgly,  but  with  ten  or  twelve  upon  ontgtow  hy 
flalk,  and  with  this  double  advantage  over  ours,  that  they  dif-  dozitu  on 
fufe  a  very  reviving  and  agreeable  fweetnefs,  and  continue  onefialk. 
much  longer  in  their  full  bloom.     Of  the  fame-  nature  ai^  fuhero/nt 
their  tubcrofes,  hyacinths,  and  other  native  flowers,  which  ^, 
fpring  up  in  vaft  groups  of  lOo  and  2O0  from  one  root,. tho' 
fomewhat  fmaller  than  ours^  fome  of  them  finely  variegated, 
and  all  of  them  yield  an  agreeable  fmell. 

TliEiR  rofes  Smd  jcfTamines,  and  fome  other  exotics /f^^^^  ^i,^ 
brought  thithei'  from  Europe  or  America^  come  up  I'l^cwife  j,j^amina 
in  as  great  petfedion,  but  require  a  conftant  fupply  of  water  j  ifrought 
.and  diligent  attendance,  to  prevent  their  degenerating;  the/r0«  £a« 
Amtruan  jefTamine  in  particular,  inflead  of  fingle  flowers,  rope  or 
will  grow  up  by  doxens  in  a,  bupch  )  iome  of  them  of  an  America* 
cxquifite  white,  and  others  of  the  colour  of  the  mofi:  vivid 

^  Labat^  exCavaz.  ubi  fup.  Vid.  U  auct.  fup.  <;iut. 
Mod. Hist.  Vol.  XVI-  P   '  fire. 
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fire.  And  (bus  much  (tM  fnffice  for  the  Tarioitt  produd  «f 
their  ground,  and  if  we  have  not  enlarged  the  catalogue  or  dc- 
fcrtption  of  them,  as  other  authors  have  done^,  it  wae  to 
avoid  repeating  what  hath  been  already  iaid  in  othnr  vokimeB^ 
of  this  extenfive  work,  and  to  confine  ourfelves  to  the  men- 
tioning thofe,  which  are,  either  hi  the  whole,  or  in  part,  pe- 
culiar to  the  three  kingdoms  of  K$ng^^  LMng$^  and  AngtU'^ 
where  they  are  found  to  be  much  the  fame. 
frindpal      Wb  come  now  to  fpeak  of  the  moft  oonfiderable  riven 
risers  of  which  fertilife  that  of  Kmg9^  properiy  now  lb  called ;  the  fitA 
Kongo      and  moft  confiderable  of  which  is  the  Z#nr,  or  Zairj  which 
Proper,     divides  it  from  the  province  of  L0ang$  on  the  north,  and  is 
nt  Zair.  emphatically  ftylcd  by  the  natives  the  gttat  rtver^  and  the  ri^ 
ver  of  Kongo.    It  is  indeed  the  more  worthy  particular  no- 
tice, not  only  on  account  of  its  largenefs,  rapidity,  and  num- 
ber of  iflands,  and  the  vaft  tra£k  ot  land  it  overflows  at  par- 
ticular feafons,  when  it  looks  more  like  a  fea  than  a  river,  but 
more  e^ectally  bocaufe  our  modern  geographers  have  written 
Various     io  variotifly  about  its  fource,  courfe,  and  other  particulars  re- 
aec9unti     lating  to  it ;  attributing  to  it  the  fame  origin  with  the  famous 
•fit*         river  Nili^  which  we  have  elfewhere'defcribed  ^ ;  and,  after  a 
long  and  aknoft  oppofitie  courfe  to  that,  «naking  it  difcharge 
-its  rapid  torvent  into  the  Etbiopic^  as  tlie  other  doth  into  the 
Jkbdkirrmuaft  fea(H).    k  muft  be  indeed  owned,  tfiat  we 

know 

»  PioAysT.  DAViTY„DAPPBa,  6c  al.  '  Andent  Hit. 

vol.  i.^  p.  407,  k  kq.  xviii.  265,  &  feq.    See  alfo  before,  vol.  xv. 
p.99,&feq. 

(H)  Pigirfefttt^  an  aathor  o-  foHow  the    general  ftream  of 

tkerwife  very  judicious  «Kd  ex-  thofe  wricen,  as  tbey  had /¥• 

a^  is  the  fifift  -who  broached  gafetta^    without    farther    ea- 

this  aottoti(4)y  in  which  he  hath  quiry;    eipecially,  as  nothing 

been  followed  by  many  others(5)  had  tiH  then  appeared  in  pabUc  . 

with  fach  implicitndls,  that  we  in  confutation  of  that  error,  and 

need  the  lefs  wonder  at  the  good  other  geographers  had  ventarel 

capuchin  Either  CavaxmPs  hav-  to  affign  the  lame  fource  to  the 

ing  taken  it  for  granted  (6),  not-  J^^iger,   now    more    commonly 

withilanding  his  long  abode  in  known  by  the  name  of  Sgrngai  1 

that  country.   The  natives  were  which  laft  hath  been  fince clear* 

not  able  to  undeceiv:c  him,  and  ly  exploded  by    his  tranflator 

the  duty  of  his  miffion  would  Labat^   in    another   work  (y)* 
not  permit  him  to  expatiate  fe        When  we  fpeak  of  thefe  au- 

hx  as  to  trace  it  to  its  origin,  fo  thors  affign  ing  the  Zair  the  fame 

that  it  was  natural  for  him  to  fource  with  dhe  Nile,  we  do  not 

mean 

(4)  AToff'ff,  lib,  i.  f .  4.         (5)  Dfivity^  Dapper ^-vid,  ^  Baudfani^-^  Mar^* 
tititrtyt^  al.   '       (6)  Etkiop.  accident,  txverf.  Labat,  torn,  i,  c»  3.  (7J  Rt» 

Ut^Afrtc,»€cidefiu  F*rit,  lyiS, 
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haow  as  yet  very  Ik^e,  if  toy  tk^iQg,of  its  real  fo^trce  qrHs/ourcg 
joaatky  neither  dot)^  it  begin  to  taJte  the  n»me  pf  Zftiff  tUl  ^utj^gt 
about  160  leagues,  jptr  8  degrees,  above  ^p  place  wtt^re  ^^«««s. 
fidk  into  the  ocean  ^  from  yi^henc;^  it  flows  with  great  rapidity 
^  a  courfe  weftv^ard,  bending  a  little  to  t)b^e  (buth,  withoyt 
receiving  any  cpnfidcrable  rivers. 

Those  that  fall  intp  it  before^  aqd  which  lecm  to  form  it^'^^'vtr^ 
rather  than  be  received  intp  it,  a.re  the  tanftfro^  f^tfnAra^C^-  *j»^^  U» 
mp^  and  Barhela  or  Veryih^  all  of  them  pi;etty  confidcrable,  ""•  ''* 
|>ut  efpedally  the  C^ngOy  wbich  fi)ring3  from,  or  rather  runs  The  Cotn« 
tiirough,  the  lake  of  Ktlanda^  otjqutlpndft^  after  it  hath  paflqd  goV>^'»/ 
Arough  the  kingdom  of  Mefambaj  and  continuing  its  cqyxdt  and  ctmjk^ 
in  an  alnioft  northw?.rd  diredion,  joins  the  two  former  ones 
iibove-mentio^ed,  after  l|ia,ving  croflc;d  a  traiS  of  above  140 
leagues  from  its  fuppofed  fpring  head,  in  the  terntoiv  of  G^if- 
^a,  or  Cazzangi^  xq  it^  fall  inip  tfce  Pancarp,    The  Fambra  ^t  ^**  Vaiti« 
Vn^a  fprings  out  pf  the  Rxguntains,  ^hicb  part  the  kingdom  l''^* 
pf  FungoM  frop(^  that  pf  Humer^m^i^  ^L  Ada^o-efnugi  $  i(s 
courfe  is  almoft  due  ^eft^  $uid  is  /uppofed  to  bie  about  i  to 
leagues.    T\^e  Banqart  conies  down  frp^i  the  .^r^tory  off^^Baa* 
Amoco  J  or  Jnzu$i  and  its  courfe,  befpj-e  it  falls  into  iht  Fam-  cafol 
W}  is  about  80  leagues  )veft  i^d  t>y  fouUi,  and  pto  leagues 
l9wer  b  joined  by  tht^fyajfjii. 

These  are  t>e  chief  rivers  ybich  ^rm  Ahe  2tf/r>  which 
runs  about  40  leagues  loi^rer  before  Ifs  firft  cafcade,  which  js 
the  nioft  confiderfible  of  all*  though  it  h^th  feverallellgr  ones 
bdbce  it  diichar^es  itfelf  into  the  Qce^.    Thefe  cgfcades,  ^^^  ^tif' 
joined  to  its  natur^^l  rapidity,  the  yaft  .number  of  rocks  and  £angiromt 
iJlands  which  lie/ca^tc,tCfd  at  fm^l  diftwices,  and  the  fe^-horfes,  auadtfi- 
crocodiles,  monftrous  ferpents,  and  other  deftrudive  creatures,  ^j^/^  /^  0^, 
which  fvarrn  in  ,tb$^  .i^der  ,t^e  vav^ion  of  it^exottd^nely  ^gmti. 
difficult  and  dangerous^  either  upwards  or  downwards.    Tfa^ 


iito^^fp.iV;ceJn  the  em-  S^utherfi  Stii^ia  flpiv.     Tl^ 

file  of  4^0^,  M^MZ  ^'  truth  js^  the  fpring  Jiead  of  tije 

h^M  (S),  but  tjfu^  different  Zair  is  not  as  yet  diicover^l 

hkcs  i^  ^  fFMiiriiffiif^i^^  )i9irith,a;ny,tolei;able.<;ertainty,i^ 

Irom  whiqh  tliey  %)poCea  ^o^  .w^  ^ay  fjiy  the  fameof  its  courfe 

two  hmj^^tt^if^  p>4?^hif  '^^'^*  ^^^  ^  <;pme8  into  the  kingdom  of  ' 

the  Za;nbrfii   ih^  ^^ira    frpSgi  Ji»ato ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  prp* 

which  the  hel^^  ,^,^«K»a  perly,  till  its  confljence  with  t^e 

flow  into  t^e  jZf/r,  j;|nd  a  thi^d  Baftcjiro^  which  is  toe  firft  con« 

Jake  ^hich  \^  formed  fa|y  t^e  p&der^ble  river  it  receives  into  its 

Aif/#,  but  fjbi^^y  .|hc  $i[§»  ^hiqh  bqfqjxi,  9a  mt  .Q^a)!  ijse  in  the  (is- 

it  reckoned    the  .ceAter^  ii,<^  .qyel. 
which  all   the   rivers  of  this 

D  a  month 
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'  ttiouth  cf  It,  to  which  fome  give  three,  and  fome  five  or 

more  leagues  in  breadth,  difcharges  fuch  a  vaft  and  rapid 

torrent,  that  the  boldeft  and  moft  experienced  pilots  fail  into 

it  with  fear  and  dread ;  neither  is  any  wind  ftrbng  enough  to 

•  force  thtf  Ihips  upwards  againft  the  ftream,  let  them  make  aD 

the  fail  they  can,  or  employ  ever  ft  many  hands  at  the  car. 

The  only  way  they  have,  is  to' take  the  aa  vantage  of  the  rc- 

percuffion  which  thofe  rocks  and  {(lands  give  to  the  waves, 

the  fame  which  we  obferve  the  piers  of  a  bridge  to  caufe  in 

the  ftream,  whilft  the  current  runs  with  its  ufual  fwiftnels 

through  arches.     Eut  this  requires  lingular  care  and  induftry, 

and  is  feldom  done  without  great  danger  «. 

Ijlanis  at       TttE  foremoft  of  thefcf  iflands,  between  which  tfie  7ia{r 

tht  mouth '  difcharges  its  waters  at  feven  different  large  chanels  into  the 

•f  it*  .      fea,  are  inhabited  by  Moors \  and  are  planted  by  them,  efpe- 

"'•  cially  about  the  toafts,  with  fome  of  thofe  trees  we  lately 

mentioned,   of  whofe  leaves  they  make  a  coarfe  kind  pf 

cloth  (I):   and  it  is  by  the  recoil  which  the  ftream  meets 

with  from  each  of  them,  that  veflels  are  as  it  were  tolled  for- 

'fu!  h  d  f  ^^^  againft  the  current,  they  being  fet  very  thick  and  near 

f'Vft   a    ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^y  "P*     ^"^  ^  ^^^^  number  of  them 

tainitbe^  are  wholly  defart,  and  a  receptacle  for  the  voracious  creatures 

Jream.       above-mentioned,  which  prey  indifferently  on  men,  beafts, 

*     '  and  fifties,  and  caufe  horrid  devaftations  both  on  the  water 

a-f  y  ^     and  the  land.     We  h^ve  already  hinted  that  the  Zair  over- 

^air    g^^^  ^^  f^^g  feafons  vaft  traSs  of  ground,  and  by  its  rapi- 

c^frjanvs.  ^.^^  carries  almoft  every  thing  before  it.    We  fliall  only  add 

an  obfervation  more  upon  thofe  floods  ;  viz.  that  they  hap^ 

pen  here  in  a  quite  contrary  feafon  to  what  they  do  in  Egypt-, 

'I. 

t  PiGAFET.  DaPPEr/DaVITY,  CaVAZZI,  LaBAT,   &C. 

(I)   All  thefe  iflands,  which  are  Bommk  and  ^wntalla  s  bat 

are  namerotiS)  and  of  various  ex-  neither  they,  nor  any  of  tire  reft, 

tent^  are  well  inhabited,  and  the  pay  tribute  to  the  king  of  JSTtfi- 

natives  are  very  dexterous  in  the  ^^,  or  much  regard  him  ;  nei- 

conftrufCoD  and  management  of  '  ther  is  lie  very  follicitous  about 

their  canoes,  which  will  carry  it,  fo  long  as*  they  contribote  fo 

260  men,  and  in  the  conduding  mach,  by  dieir  dexterity  and  in- 

thiem  through  all  the  numerous  duflry,  in  carrying  on  fo  ufeful 

rocks  and  iilands  of  the  river ;  and  commodious  a  commerce 

the  wood  they  build  them  with  along  that  river,  which  Would 

is  called  licondo,  and  is  {ough,  otherwife^   in    all    probability^ « 

and  not  eafity  broke,  if  itfhould  languifh  or  be  at  an  end  with- 

.  hit  againft  any  of  theih.    The  out  them  (9).       ' 
two  principal  of  thofe  iflands 

to)  t^pt?iiPjgafenDai;fty,  Dapper,  &  sLfif.  citato 
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that  being  fituate  on  the  oppoflte  fide  of  the  line  to  thi&: 

which  is  an  evident  proof,  that  the  Zair  and  Nile  flow  from  ; 

diflerent  fpring- heads,  and  vaftly  diftant  from  each  other  K  ,  ^ 

The  next  in  rank  is  the  Dando^  which  parts  Kongo  Proper  Tbi  Dan- 
from  the  kingdom  of  Angola.    This  is  alfo  a  c^nfiderable  do»  .^ 

river,  and  is  navigable  quite  up  to  the  town  of  Icoa  \  that  is, 
about  thirty  leagues  and  upwards.    It  gives  its  name  to  the- 
province  of  Danda^  and  fertilizes  all  the  countries  through  ' 
which  it  pafles,  without  caiiTing  fiich  vaft  overflows  and  de- 
vaftations  as  the  Zair \  neither  is. its  navigation  fo  difficult  ' 
or  dangerous,  uhlefs  it  be  on  account  of  the  numerous  iv^xm:&fi»onns 
of  crocodiles,  fea-horfes,  and  monftrous  ferpents,  which  in-  ***^''f^  ^^ 
feS  it,  and  make  a  dreadful  havock  amon^  them  that  fre- ?*^'^-^'»^^ 
quent  it  in  can(k$  and  other  fmall  veflels  ^  Its  courfe  is  from  * 
fouth-eaft  to  north-weft  j  during  which  it  receives  the  Lucale^  lU^ert 
and  fome  other  lefs  confiderable  ftrean^s.     The  ihores  on  that  fait 
each  fide,  from  the  firft  entrance  into  its  mouth  upwards,  |>/0 //.^ 
appear  to  be  much  of  the  fame' height;   yet  in  its  courfe,  -   ^ 

efpecially  when  fwollen  by  the  fallen  rains  in  ^r//' and  May^ 
frequently  carries  off  fome  of  its  banks  from  one  fide  to  the 
odier,  or  carries  it  into  the  fea  ^.  The  Bengo,  and  Lucale^ 
and  DanJay  are  fuppofed  to  fpring  from  ai  lake  among  the 
high  mountains  on  the  eaft.     On  the  northern  (hore  of  its  ^ 

mouth  is  a  fort  which  Mr.  De  Lijle  calls  Danda  Capitantria  i  ^ 

which  ferves  as  a  guard  of  the  frontiers  between  Kongo  ^xA 


Other  rivers  between  the  Zair  and  Danda  are  the  Lf-  Others  he* 
hmiia^  Doce^  Amhroizy  Loze,  Onzo,  and  Lutana^  with  a  num-  tnvein  the 
bcr  of  others  of  lefs  note.     The  Ambriz^  ox  Amhrifty  fprings  Zair^iri 
from  the  fame  lake  on  the  eaftern  mountains  of  Tenda^  and  Danda.   ^  > 
nins  weftward  into  the  ocean  between  the  mouths  of  the  ^be  Am« 
LihunJa  and  Loze.    It  runs  by  the  town  of  Saint  Salvador  y  ^ifi* 
its  courfe  it  rapid,  chanel  deep  and  hirge,  its  waters  fOireet ' 
•butmiry.    It  is  only  navigable  by  ^arges,  by  ^eaibn  of  the 
many  rocks  and  ifiarids  that  ftopfthd  mduth  of  itl^«    About- 
forty  leagues  up  the  river  is  a  ford,  where  pailengers  are  car-  * 
ried  over  on  n^en's  fboylders,  on  paying  a  certain  duty  to  the 
king.    The  others  have  nothing  remarkable  enough  to  be , 
wdrth  farther  notice. 

The  kingdom  of  Kongo  Proper,  as  well  as  thofe  on  theyj^^^iV 
three  fides  of  it,  were,  as  was  hinted  at  the  beginning  of  thisy^^^i^^ 
chapter,  divided   into  fcveral  petty  monarchies  and  princt-  KongQ 
p;ili(ies   difmembered  from,  and  independant  of,  the  antient  Proper 

(^)  PiOAFET.  LsCftoix,  Afric.  Dapper,  Dayity,  Bax^t 
PRAND,  Martin  I  bre«Qava9ij».i,  Laiiat»  Sm.  ^  Itd.ibid^ 

^  PioAPET.  La  Croix,  &  al.  ubi  jfup, 

D^3  Okonarchs, 
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fmtodM'      irionafcriA.     And  when  ttic  Poriiigefe  bad  onte  made  thenh- 

0hiij,mar'  ftlves  mafiers  of  it,  and  perAiaded  the  natives  to  embrace  thm 

f*if'»iiU     Chriftian  religion,  they  thought  fit  to  bonoar  thofc  petty 

^nifcidn'   ftates  with  fome  European  titles,  in  order  to  give  them  a  kina 

/^^'  of  luftre  aivi  dignity.    At  the  firft  fecy  divided  the  kingdom 

into  Ax  large  provinces^  to  which  they  gave  the  titles  of 

duchies,  counties,  ancf  naatquifates^  y^hich  were  afterwards 

fubdivided  into  leuer  fignories  or  lordihips,    Thofe  provinces 

are  fituate  as  follows  ^ 

Along  the  feacoafts  the  county  ot  SogrtOj  ^ni  the  gr^at 
duchy  of  Bamia, 
,  Om  the  north,  the  diucb;  of  Sun^  and  the  marquifate  of 

On  the  weft,  the  dqcby  of  Batta. 

And  in  the  inland,  the  marquifate  of  p0mh  (K). 

Shtiueiy       'tuz  duchy  of  Uomba  is  fituate  between  the  rivers  of  Am* 

^Bamba>  ^^^i  ^nd  Laze ;  the  laft  of  which  parts  it  from  the  marquifate 

of  p0mha  on  the  ealt,  and  the  Jmbriji  from  the  county  of 

Segno  on  the  north.     .Along  the  fea  coafts  it  extends  itfelf 

(lill  farther;  viz,  northward^  to  the  river  Lelunda^  and,  on 

tHe  fouth,  to  that  or  jianda^  which  parts  it  from  the  king* 

ittgo'        do.m  of  Jngola,     The  governors  of  this  province  bear  th6 

tffrftment'  tule  of  dukes,  and  are  always  fome  of  the  firft  princes  of  tbo 

royal  family,  and  as  defpotic  and  arbitrary  in  their  government 

as  if  they  were  really  kings,  notwithftanding  the  care  and 

pains  their  monarchs  have  taken  to  keep  them  within  their 

Itbevii*'    due  bounds.     The  misfortune  is,  that  thofe  viceroys,  bycn- 

iwi  vify    g**' '^"8  ^U  ^^  power  into  their  hands,  are  become  too  ftub- 

Qrantfk.    yom  to  be  curbed,  and  might  quickly  raife  themfelves  to  an 

abfolute  independencv,  if  the  Portuguefe  monarchs  (hould  of«» 

fer  to  interpofe  tlieir  authority ;  fo  that  they  are  in  fome  mcfa^ 

fiire  forced  to  fuSer  (hem  to  fleece  and  oppref^  their  fubjeSs^ 

^^  PlOAFJT.  1.  I  C.  9.      I^AyXTT,   DaPPER,  6aU0RAN»,    hhm 

HAT,  tbin.  i,  c,  2. 

'(%)  To  thefe  foine  aqthors  them.  M.  be  Lifie  adds  to  them 

add  the  following    territories;  the  two  marquifates  oiCamga 

v/K.    Dembo  Amulaxa^   Demho  and  Qundi^  on  each  fide  of  the 

^/Skimifaf  Hembo  ^ifkgenga^  and  river  CeangOj  and  the  marquiiat^ 

i^dmbi  Awgptga^  together  ^ith  of  Entela^  between  the  duchy  of 

the  fmall  ducly  bf  Onfakdo,  and  Biimba  and  that  6fCha»d9  ;  all 

|he  canton  of  S^i^  €a*vdjtga^  of  them  of  an  inferior  rank  to 

concerning  which  we  find  little  the  fix  former  provinces,  and  of 

alfe  bbfides  their   natne^^   and  Which  Wic  find  nothing  wprthailjr 

cannot  tell  Whether  4toy  Of  them  farther  notice  ( t  }• 
kav^  either  town  or  village  in 

pi  pi  Life,  CemiUe^  BmkdrM^  M^rtwUre^  fib  C^. 

and 
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aod  to  be  cootaited  with  Atdi  tribute  t%  thejr  think  fit,  iiiAead 
of  what  tHe}r  ought  to  pay  to  the  crown  ^* 

The  duchy  of  Bmnba  is  one  of  the  largeft  and  ricbeft  of 
the  whole  kingdom ;  its  foil  fcnile,  and  able  to  produce  all 
neceiTaries  of  life  in  great  plenty,  were  but  the  natives  in* 
duflrious  in  cultivating  and  improving  of  it :  but,  where  they 
groan  under  fuch  an  oppreffive  government,  what  encourage- 
ment can  there  be  for  them  to  be  fo?  The  fea  coafts  produce 
.  likewife  a  prodigious  quantity  of  fait,  which  is  eafily  made,  Zali  arnh 
and  would  yield  an  extraordinary  revenue  to  thecrown,  were  cumm^Mtj. 
die  duties  of  it  duly  paid,  a  gre^t  deal  of  it  being  exported 
iote  foreign  countries,  beiides  what  is  fold  upon  the  ([wt  for 
the  ufe  of  the  natives  \  but  thefe  governors  have  foufi4  out 
means  to  fink  die  greateft  part  of  it,  with  impunity,  into  their 
coffers. 

What  would  add  ftill  more  to  their  revenue,  is  the  fiibery  Tbifibtfj^ 
of  the  zimbis,  or  little  fea  fnail,  whofefhell  is  the  current  ^'■'**^» 
coin,  not  only  in  this  and  the  two  neighbouring  kingdoms,  ^Hf^f^.    . 
but  in  other  diftant  parts  of  Africa^  zxA  is  caught  along  thefe«^^ ''  '^ 
coafts  5   fo  that  this  alone  would  be  fufficient  to  enrich  this  ^^^ 
kingdom  to  a  high  degree,  fince  the  fea  itfeif  Airniflies  them^''** 
with  fuch  plenty  of  money,  without  employing  any  other 
minters  than  fiihcrmen  (L).    To  this,  feveral  authors  have 
added  a  third  kind  of  treafure  in  this  province,  vi%.  the  mines  j|£f^^^  /^ 
of  gold,  filver,  quickfilver,  copper,  tin,  and  iron,  which  ^^^thtmxmm' 
to  be  found  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  them ;  but  there  is  taint. 
much  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  reality,  and  much  more  of  the 
pretended  richnefs  of  them :  one  diing  is  certain,  diat  the 
iron  mines  are  the  only  ones  that  are  fimered  to  be  made  ufe 
of,  and  that  there  are  very  fevere  laws  agatnft  meddline  with 
any  of  the  reft  "•    We  fhall  have  a  more  proper  occa&n  to 
fpeak  on  this  fubjed  in  the  fequcL 

*  PiOAFBT.  Labat,  it  al.  nbi  fap*  *  Cavazz  i  ap«  La* 

bat/nbi  fup.  c.  2. 

(L)   This  little  ihell-fifli  is  efteemed  in  all  thofe  parts.  The 

caoght  alone  die  coafts  of  Kqh*  kings  o^  Portugal  have  the  fole 

g9i  bat  the  mieft  and  die  greateft  property ,  and  make  the  fame  ad* 

qaantity  of  them,  aie  caught  a-  vant^    of  them,  that    ocher 

Mat  thofe  of  a  fmall  ifland  over*  princes  makt  of  the  richeft  me- 

ag^unftthecJcy  ofl0iiM&^,P«p«  uls;  or^rather.have  the  power 

h  (of  which  we  fi»U  fpeak  more  and  art  of  parchafieg  the  moft 

inthefeqiMl),  andaboiitaquar-  precious  meuls  and  merchan* 

ler  of  a  mile  from  the  (bore  %  dizes,  with  thofe  defpicable  tii* 

thcfe  being  of  a  fmoother  and  Acs  (a}» 
ioer  brown,  or  grey»  are  moft  > 

(1)  Covfwsf  tx  verf,  Labat,  tm.  I  €.  5.  PiJ*  Da^'tj,  Da^er,  9f  ah  frp.  eit. 
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%.  Fro-  The  fecond  province  of  Kongo  Proper^  is  the  county,  as  it 

'Vfttci  of  is  dignified,  of  Sogno^  or  Songboy  which  extends  itfelf,  like  the* 
Sogno.  fotmer,  weflwards  to  the  Ethiopic  fea,  and  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  Zaivj  on  the  fouth  by  the  Lilanda,  which  parts 
it  from  the  duchy  of  Bemb^i  above  defcrihed,  and  on  the  eait 
lis  poor  by  the  counties^  of  Pan^ff  and  SundL  Its  territory  is  moftly 
fqi/,  fandy  and  barren,  but  yclds  great  quantities  of  fait  along  the 

fea  (hor^  ;  and,  on  the  inland,  produces  great  variety  of  palm 
trees,  which  thrive  beft  in  fuch  lean  lands,  and  on  whofe 
0>piial     fruits  the  natives  chiefly  fubfift.     The  capital  of  this  province 
town.        is  called  BanzOy  or  Banza  SognOy  and  is  fituate  at  about  three 
lcague3  difliance  from  cape  Padrono^  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Zair,     The  town  is  fniall  and  thinly  inhabited, 
fubfiiling  phiefly  on  its  commerce  on  the  Zair^  by  which  it 
receives  moft  of  its  provifions,  and  thofe  in  fuch  fmall  quan- 
tity, that  the  Europeans  juftly  wonder  how  they  can  fubfift 
Boor  and    with  fo  little,  and  much  mqre  fo  to  fee  them  not  only  chear-* 
merry  in-  ful  and  contented,  but  fingiAg  and  dancing  under  what  feems 
habiiants.  ^q  t^em  a  doleful  fcarcity,  as  if  they  enjoyed  the  grcateft- 

plenty. 

Old 'wood'     The  only  thing  worth  notice  in  this  town,  is  a  church 

en  church,  which  the  capuchin  friars  found  in  it,  at  their  firft  cominsin^ 

to  thofe  parts,  an.  1645,  when  the  congregation  de  propaganda 

«    .        fide  fent  them  thither  to  fupply  the  want  of  regular  and  fecu* 

kr  prieftsi     Neither  hath  that  ftru£ture  aoy-thing  remark* 

able  except  its  antiquity,  being  fuppofed  to  have  been  built 

ever  'fince  the  coming  of  the  Portuguese  into  that  province^ 

about  the  year  1482,  and  planting  the  chriftian  faith  in  it  | 

which,  if  true,  is  the  moil  furprifing,  as  it  is  built  only  of 

timber,  pjaiftered  over  on  both  fides  with  ftiflFclay  \ 

^iispro'        This  province  being,  as  we  (hall  fee  in  the  fequel,  the  ve-i 

wince  the   ry  firft  of  this  kingdom  which  received  the  gofpel,   and  the 

Jir/i  con-    count  of  it  the  firft  baptized  prince,  whofe  example  the  king 

verted,      follo\yed  foon  after,  it  is  i^o  wonder  there  (hould  have  been 

a  great  number  of  churches  built  by  thofe  firft  converts,  from 

the  earlieft  times  of  their  cqnverfion,  which  have  continued 

ever  fince ;  efpecially  ^s  we  are  told  that  the  natives  hav^ 

preferved  the  chriftian  faith  in  much  greater  purity  than  isi 

to  be  met  with  thro'  the  reft  of  the  kingdon^.    Accordingly^ 

Churches,   we  find  no  lefs  than  three  in  this  fmall  town  of  Banza;  the 

firft  of  them  ftands  within  the  cin£iure  of  the  pfdsic^  belong-^ 

ing  to  the  counts,  and  is  dedicated  to  the  virgin  Mary;  the 

fecond  ftands  at  fome  diftatKefrom  it,  and  is  the  bu'rying- 

place  of  thofe  governors  ;  the  thu^d,  dedicated  to  St.  Jnto^y. 

f>f  Padua,  adjoins  to  the  monaftery  of  the  capuchins,  an^ 

n  La«at  ex  Cayazs^j,  ubi  (up.    yid.  &  au'a.  fup.  cipit. 
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fi^ves  them  as  a  chapel,  as  well  as  a  paiifli  chureh.  BeiMea 
thefe  three  principal  churches,  there  are  federal  other  inferior 
chapels,  not  only  in  this  capital,  but  all  over  the  province^ 
every  S^vaj  or  inferior  governor,  being  obliged  to  maintaiii 
oae  in  the  place  where  he  refides  (M). 

The  third  province  of  Kongo  Proper  is  ftyled  the  duchy  of  3.  Dadf 
Sundii  it  is  fituate  in  the  inland  (N),  beginning  about  13  or  V^Sundu 
14  leagues  north-eaft  of  S.  Salvador j  capital  of  the  whole* 
kingdom,  and  is  bounded  all  the  way  n(»th  by  the  Zair^  yet' 
h  as  not  to  prevent  the  dukes  of  it  encroaching  gradually  on- 
great  trads  of  land  on  the  other  fide  of  that  river.    However 
it  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  duchy  of  Batta^  and  mar* 
quifate  of  Batta ;  on  the  eaft  and  north-eaft,  by  the  kingdom 
of  Macocoy  and  the  cryftal  rocks,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  ri- 
ver Bancaro  falls  into  the  Zair.    Jts  capital,  which  is  fituated  ///  cafi-^ 
about  fix  leagues  fouth  of  the  great  catarad  of  that  laft  h-  taL 
yer,  is  called  Banza  Sund!^  to  diftinguiih  it  from  that  of 
Sogno  I  or  rather  from  Banza^  the  capital  of  the  whole  king- 
dom, in  the  province  of  P/m^<7,'of  which  we  ihall  fpeak  in 
its  proper  place,  and  which  is  emphatically  fo  called  on  that 
account;  the  word  £tfffz<7,  in  the  Etbiapicj  f^nifying  a  Court 
or  place  of  refidence.    But  as  to  this  of  Simdi^  we  find  no- 
thing worth  notice  faid  of  it* 

This  province,  or  duchy,  is  fubdivided  into  fevcral  go^  Barbarom 
Tcrnments,  the  greater  part  of  which  arc  removed  from  the  i„bahi^ 
apital,  and  extend  themfelves  a  great  way  into  the  moun*  >^,y//, 
tains  on  the  eaftem  fide,  which  being  very  difficult  of  accefe, 
the  inhabitants  pay  little  regard  to  their  governors,  and  are 

(M)  The  counts  of  this  pro-  the  firft  that  was  converted  by 

vioce  have  a  great  number  of  the  Fortngnef*  to  Chriftianity; 

Vailals  and  tributary  govsrnors,  for,  as  they  came  thither  ft>y  fea, 

fkOBOog  whom  |s  the  marquis  of  they  mull  have  made  their  way 

Ci&0<v/iy  who  holds  the  £rft  rank  through  the  province  of  ^^/ji^^ 

under  them,  and  hath  a  vafl  ter-  to  come  at  that  oiSundi^  which 

dtory^^adjoining  to  that  Of  Mom'  is  near  three  days  journey  from 

'  '  ^    or   Momlalaffingiy  and  the  fea.    It  is  therefore  more 


pretend  to  fbme  particular  pri-  probable,  that  they  converted  the 

vikges  and  immunities,  on  ac'  firft  before  they  ventured  into 

coont  of  their  being  obliged,  in  the  fecond.    This  miftake  pro« 

feme  mcafure,  to  be  always  in  bably  was  owing  either  to  the 

arm8againft.them(3).  inadvertency  of  the  writer,  or 

^  (N)  ifence  the  miftake  of  fe«  thecardefiiefsoftbetranrcriber, 

yeral  writers  is  manifeft,  who  in  writing  ^undi^  inftead  of  ^og" 

tell  us,  that  this  province  w^  ^P\^* 

(3 j  UhM  tft  Cavazxfj  t^i  ftp*  c*  ai.  >>.  30^  (4)  fd.  ihid.  p.  ja,  ^fif* 

9ft^ 
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ofttff  hffoIeAt)  and  raife  commotions  in  the  whde  kiiigdom  $ 
for  though  they  have,  ]ike  the  reft,  been  converted  to  cfafifti- 
zpwj^  yet  th^y  fetain  fo  much  of  therr  old  heathenUb  cuftom^ 
and  fuuerftiilioils  (O)^  that  the  miffionaries  have  not  been  as 
yet  able  to  make  them  tolerable  chriftians,  notwithftanding 
the  iiKdefatigabk  paiiis  they  have  been  at,  moft  times  at  the 
bftsard,  and  fometimesthe  lofs,of  their  lives  P|  nor  hath  the 
c4lril  power  ever  been  able  to  civilize  them,  fo  far  as  to  culti^ 
Fertile      "^^^  ^^'^  U^ds,  though  fertile^  and  wtll  watered  by  a  great 
tpuntry.     number  of  rivers.  Their  mountains  are  fatd  to  have  mines  of 
the  ricbcfft  metals,   but    are  not  permitted  to  be*  opened. 
Mines  ef   except  thofe  oi  iron,  which  they  work  into  all  kinds  of  in* 
ir&n.         ftruments,  both  for  agriculture  and  war.    Only  one  mine  of 
Brigbf      copper,  of  a  moft  beautiful  yellow,  which  is  found  among  the 
ffier.       mountains  on  the  north  fide,  and  near  the  great  catarad  of 
the  Ztf/r,  is  fuffered  to  be  wrought ;  and  thither  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  kingdom  of  Lsangg  cpme  to  buy  it  in  great  quan- 
tities. 
4.  Mar-        The  marquifate  of  Pango^  heretofore  called  Panga  Lo^&s^ 
quifate  of  bad  then  the  title  and  prerogative  dignity  of  kingdom,  but 
Pango.      hath  loft  both  ever  itnce  the  icings  of  Kwg^  fubdued  and  re- 
duced it  to  the  rank  of  a  province.     It  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  duchy  of  Sundi^  and  the  river  Vervel  or  Berbe^ 
la ;  on  the  eaft  by  the  mountains  of  the  fung  and  the  country 
of  Demh^  i  «n  the  fouth  by  the  duchy  of  Bi^tta ;  and  on 
the  weft  by   the  fame  river  FerveL     Its  capital   is  called 
B4H%a  Pengd^  and  is  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  fame  ri- 
ver, near  its  conflux  with  the  Coango ;  it  hath  nothing  extra- 
ordinary, its  territory  and  inhabitants,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
whole  province,  are  much  the  fiune  with  thofe  of  Kortgi^ 
ct  whom  we  ftall  (peak  in  tbe  proper  place  q. 

>  PiOAr ET,  1.  ii.  c.  3,        Labat  ex  CavaieasS,  torn.  I.  c.  t.  8c 
al.  fttp.  titkt.  9  lid.  ibid. 

•  (O)  Thefe  mountaineers  feem  fierce  and  croel  in  their  wars^ 

to  be  defc€«kled  fri»n,  or  10  have  eat  the  fleih  of  their  captives, 

{9  ftrongiy  imbibed  the  barba*  and  ckikie  to  live  apos  plitoder 

JO  I  caftomi  of,  the  Oiagae^zfk*  and  rapine,  rather  tkaa  by  in* 

'Vttge  nation  of  which  we  have  doftry ;  and  tho*  their  coontrf 

trendy  {poken  ia  the  preceding  be  fertile,and  able  to  produce  the 

diaptefy  that  neither  the  preach-  neceflarics  of  life,  yet  they  pre- 

ing  of  the  Partugmeje  iniffiona«>  fer  a  vagi«ittt  life,  and  making 

T^s,  nor  the  authority  of  the  go  excarfions  on  their  neighbeursi 

▼ernmer.t.    hath  hitherto  b^  in  wUch  they,  coaamoaly  art 

able  to  dilTuade  or  deterr  them  guilty  of  the  greateft  outrages 

f^tnn  them.    They  are,  in  forae  and  cmel^s* 


meafure^  always    up  in  arms. 
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iTfii  <iu%  ot  Said^  or  Baita^  is  ficuatd  6A  th€  fyutti-  $.  IX^f^ 
iH^ft    of  Pango^  hatU  Dm^p,  Amulajfa^  and  the  faft-fitftfdi/^Bsfcti. 
mountain  on  the  caff  \  on  tne  fouth  the  mar<;((<ifafe^  of  //If- 
rir^,  and  the  burnt  mountains ;  and  Kmgb  and  Pmhd  6ti 
the  weft.    It  is  of  a.confiderable  extent,  and  tl^ad  httttbfarelfiihtA^ 
called  Jnguirima^  ox  Aghirimbd^  and  was  si  kii)^doih  of  itftlfj'-^^Ar/, 
till  both  king  and  people  fubfinitted  to  the  kings  df  Kingd ; 
on  what  account  our  authors  could  not  Itztti.    S6nle  thirik 
that  of  Sundi  was  once  rubjefi  td  it,  and  that  it  extended  lU 
fdf  on  the  tjwo  fides  of  the  jiair ;  and  that  the  kingdbms  of 
Luka  and  Kongo  Rbioncango^  as  well  as  the  j^roirihces  of  Nfofl^ 
%o  and  Kfongo^  and  other  territories  belonging  to  the'  barbel- 
rous  GiagaSj  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Zair^  depended  6n,  and 
w.ere  tributary  to  it  ^ ;  hov^er  that  be,  the  coiintry  is  ifioftly  TritiUmf 
fartjity  and  plentiful}?  watered  by  variety  of  rivtrs^  and  pro-  c^iktHiK 
duces  feversu  forts  of  grain :  the  inhabitants'  are  more  ciVi* 
lized  and  afl^ble  than  their  neighbours,  and  were  nfSOre  eacQ- 
\y  converted  to  chrifiianity,  as  Ivell  as  more  firmly  grounded 
in  it*. 

The  capital  city  of  this  duchy  called  Battd^  is  ii6t  tbti^*  C^aiui 
.  derable  for  any  thing  but  the  fertility  of  its  territory,  and  it$  ^ 
being  the  refidence  of  the  governors  of  this  pr6vince,  Wh6 
are  allowed  to  have  a  number  of  arquebufiei-s  in  pay,  to  de- 
fend it  from  the  incurfions  of  the  wild  Gidgas^  or  Jagai^ 
who  inhabit  near  its  eaftern  frontiers,  beyond  th^  mountain^ 
of  the  fun  and  faltpetre,  living  chiefly  by  ravaging  theit 
neighbours  on  all  fides,  and  would  do  the  fame  by  this, 
were  they  not  over-awed  by  thofe  troops.  The  road  be- 
n^eeh  this  capital  and  that  of  the  whole  kingdom,  now  called 
^.  ^ahador^  hath,  we  are  told,  a  great  number  of  hou(ed 
and  hamlets  on  both  fides ;  a  thing  uncommon  in  thefe  parts  ^ 

The  lad  province  of  this  kingdom  is  ftyled  the  marqui-  6.  Mot" 
&te  of  Pemboj  and  is  fituated  almoft  iii  the  center  of  it ;  and,  i^fi^o  of 
^ough  of  much  fmaller  extent  than  any  of  the  reft,  hathP«fl^*^ 
always  had  this  fingular  advantage,  that    its    Capital  hath 
eirer  Been  the  cradle,  throne,  and  burying  place,  of  all  did 
kings  of  KongOy  whether  gentiles  or  cbriftians,  as  it  hath 
been  fince  the  refidence  of  the  viceroys,  or,  to  fpeak  more 
properly,  the  chief  governors  of  the  marquifate.     This  city 
is  feated  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  called  by  the  Poirtugueji 
the  Burnt  Mountain^  though  different  and  diftant  enoud^ 
from  a  ridge  which  bears  the  fiime  na(ne«  and  fpreads  itlSf 
along  the  eaft  fide  c^the  county  of  Ambuila.    The  territory  . 

^  Caf  AzsBi  ^t  verf.  Labat.  torn.  i.  ii.  &  al.  fup.  cit*  *  Da 

ttsLBy  La  Caoiz,  DAPPlai  DAV^Tt|  koX^  *  lid*  ibi4 

V¥li  ft  Lasat^  ubi  fop. 
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J?/V^  //r.  pf  it  is  well  watered,  as  is  the  whole  province,  not  only  by 
ritories.     the  Lelunda^  which  runs  quite  through  it,  from  eaft  to  weft, 
but  by  the  Kat  Amhrifi^  and  fome  others,  which  equally  con- 
Wtalth     tribute  to  its  fertility,  and  the  riches  and  happinefs  of  its   in- 
tfff^i^/?^/- habitants.     For  the  conftant  refidence  of  the  king  arid  his  ' 
nefs  of  its  court,  which  is  very  numerous,  doth  not  a  little  excite  the 
inhabi'      people  to  induftry  j  whilft  the  great  confumption  of  all  pfo- 
tamt.        vifions,  and  other  merchandifes,  improves  their  commerce, 
/.       encourages  their  diligence,  and  increafes  their  wealth ;  the 
fruits  of  which  they  quietly  enjoy,  without  being  expofed  to 
the  Ctfctortions  of  foreign  viceroys,  or  the  excurfions  of  bar-  ■ 
barous  neighbours,  by  being  fo  happily  fituated  in  the  heart 
of  the  country  «. 
^U  ftf^f-       Before  wte  go  to  other  remote  provinces  within  the  fame 
talofthi  dominions,  it  will  be  neceflary  here,  according  to  our  pro- 
njohoh       mife»  to  give  our  readers  a  (hort  defcription  of  xhe  capital  of 
kingdom     the  whole  kingdom,   known  now  by  the  name  of  Banza  S^ 
0)^  Kongo.  Salvador,  and  is  by  Marmol"^,  or  rather  his  French  tranflator 
D*  JblancQur^  called  Amdas  Kongo,  if  he  did  not  really  mif- 
tdke  the  word  Jmaas  for  Banza.    However  that  be,  that  of 
Called  bf  Salvador  was  afterwards  given  to  it,  and  is  the  name  by 
the  Portu.  which  it  is  known  by  the  Europeans {?).    It  is  fituate  alraoft 
gucfe  St.  in  the  center  of  the  province  ofPemba,  upon  a  very  high  hill, 
y*^I^^r^*  moftly  folid  rock,  about  two  leagues  in  compafs,  about  fifty 
Its  high     leagues  eaft  from  the  fea,  arid  on  the  fouth  eaft  fide  of  the 
ittuation,  j.j^^^  Zair.  It  is  beautifully  (haded  with  variety  of  fruit-trees, 
fuch  as  the  palm,  lemon,  and  orange-trees,  and  yields  a  moft 
delightful  profpeift  all  around,  whilft  it  commands  all  the 
,  ipour^try  about,  as*  far  as  the  fight  can  go,  without  being  ob- 

ftru£led  by  wood  or  mountain ;  and  on  the  river's  fide  the* 
defcent  is  very  fteep.     The  Port uguefe  gzve  it,  on  that  ac-* 
count,  the  name  of  Oteirot,  that  is,  a  vifto  profped,  watch* 
tower,  or  Angular  height  *  ;  and  it  was  chiefly  for  this  rca^. 
^  fon,  that  the  monarchs  of  Kongo  chofe  it  for  their  refidence^ 

being  next  to  inacceffible  to  an  enemy,  and  confequently  nei- 
ther eafy  to  be  fyrprized  6r  attacked.     The  common  highway 

^  lid.  ibi4.  ^  Africa,  torn.  HI.  1.  ix.  c.  24.  *  Xx^n 

PEz  ap.  Pigafet.  1. 1\,  c.  i. 

.  (P)  We  hj^ye  already  obfierv.  is  ftill  retained  by  a  fmall  towft 

^d,  that  the  capital  of  the  king-  at  fome  diftance  fromSt.Sal^ 

^m  bore  the  fame  name  with  evador ^  on  which  account  theca- 

it;  being  known  by  the  name  pita!  of  Batta,  which  wais  aUbt 

of  Ban%a  Kongo,  till  Chriiliani-  called  Kongo,  is  called  Kongo  dt 

ty  was  planted  among  them  ;  Batta,  to  4iftingai{^  it  irom  th^ 

fince  which  the  nameof.^(%^«  oth^r* 

that 
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•that  goes  up  to  it  is  broad  but  winding,  and  the  afcent  of 
about  five  miles  in  length. 

Add  to  this,  that  its  fituation  being,  as  we  lately  obfeired, 
almofi  in  the  center  of  the  kingdom,  the  kings  were  the  more 
ready  at  hand  to  fend  their  orders,  or  a  fpeedier  relief,  to  any 
part  of  the  realm ;  and  that  the  top  of  the  hill  having  a  large 
plain,  well  watered  and  manured,  and  covered  with  hamlets, 
farms,  and  other  houfes,  containing  in  our  author's  time  about 
100,000  fouls,  and  feeding  a  great  number  of  cattle,  the 
place  could  be  eafily  fupplied  with  all  forts  of  provifions.  The 
mountain  hath  likewife  fome  iron  mines  of  lingular  ufe  to  the 
inhabitants,  who  fabricate  it  into  weapons,  and  inftruments 
of  agriculture  ;  fo  that  it  was  not  without  great  reafon  and 
fore-caft,  that  thofe  monarchs  chofe  this  fpot  for  their  ufual 
refidence. 

The  town  ftands  on  an  angle  of  the  mountain,  facing  the 
foutM-eaft,  and  enjoys  a  ferene  and  heakhy  air,  and  being  ib 
ftrongly  fituate  by  nature,  hath  no  walls  except  on  the  fouth 
fide;  and  thefeivere  not  built  till  the  reign  of  Don  Jlphonfo^ 
thefirft  chriftian  king  of  Kongo j  who  caufed  the  quartc;^  of  die 
Portuguefe  to  be  furrounded  with  them,  in  order  to  fecuie 
them^  from  infults* 

He  likewife  caufed  his  palace,  and  all  the  royal  houfes,.  to 
be  walled  round,  leaving  a  wide  fpace  within,  wherein  to 
build  a  palace  and  burying-place.  The  top  of  the  hill  is-co- 
vcred  with  hoUfes,  which  ftand  pretty  near  to  each  other,  moft 
0/  them  belonging  to  perfons  of  quality,  who  join  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  apartments  within  one  cinfiure,  that  they  appear  like 
little  towns ;  thofe  which  belong  to  the  inferior  people  run  in 
a  ftrait  line,  and  form  very  handfome  ftreeCs ;  they  arc  moftly 
fpacious,  but  their  walls  are  all  of  draw,  except  fome  which 
Hat  Portuguefe  have  caufed  to  be  built  of  brick,  and  covered 
with  ftubble  or  ftraw. 

The  royal  palace  is  a  fpacious  ftru3ure,  furrounded  with  ^^^        t 
afour-fquare  wall,  and  has  the  appearance  of  a  little  city;^^^^^^ 
but  the  wall  that  faces  the  P^/a'^«^  quarter  is  the  only  one 
that  is  built  of  ftone  and  mortar,  the  other  three  fides  being 
only  of  ftraw,  though  neatly  enough  difpofed ;  the  walls  of 
the  inner  apartments  are  of  the  fame  materials,  but  covered 
with  hangings,  or  matts  curioufly  wrought.  The  inner  court 
contains  gardens  and  orchards,  adorned  with  alleys,  arbours, 
and  pavilions,  handfome  enough  for  the  country,  tho*  neither 
grand  nor-€oftly.   Here  are-  ten  or  twelve  churches,  "w^^^^f churches. 
the  cathedral'  and    feven  others   are  within  the  town,  and 
three  within  thip  prince's  caftle.     The  jefuits  have  a  college,  T^/iiVz 
where  four  of  tijem  are  conftantly  employed  in  teaching  t\it  coliegg. 
Latimnd  Portu^fe^  and.  iil  catcchifing  the  people.    Tfie 

town 
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Fnmmm.  4ow»  is  fopplicd  with  p)f^  lOf  fxd^  yfj^tnjc  \^  twof^unt^nt^ 
the  one  in  the  ftreet  called  St.  JagPy  and  tjijie  atbjer  iii  the  pf- 
>ce»  without  being  «t  tfos  cV^^rfe  ^  l^qe^ng  yp  <vf  iP^P^Mf "ig 
^  j»(^Qdtf^*  BeTidff  thefi?,  ^«  if,  qn  ^  e^ft  ijde,  ne^ 
f  be  fogd  sf  ihe  hUJl,  ^  fyri^ig  of  /eiooeUeot  inrAter,  nrfatcl^  |» 
^^Ued  tibe  ^f  afi^  kiU  mt9  ^he  l^lundq^  wUcI^  ierv^  to 
v^tnr  the  J9djm»t  ff<mA^.  Thejr  jh?ive  Ivegoe  l^ut  fcm  ffyeep 
fmi  o]»n,  hut  gee«ir  ^pjknly  of  goa^ts  a^d  hog^^  wh\ch  thqr 
indofe  in  ibe  tjSi^  in  ^Hue  Icind  qt  par^  adj?Q^  <o  tbejr 
Jboufes  7 ;  ibejr  have  a  large  i9^r]cet  09  the  fi^aa,z  ^eipce  dvs 
JD|e«t  ohwricjbj  which  is  fimnihed  with  all  forts  of  pr9vii[ionf  • 
The  reft  of  the  fiiuare  js  iurr^aded  with  fpacioua  houfe$» 
liayit^  each  a  lai^e  gate  wMcjh  rppens  to^varida  it^  ,^d  a^e 
xnoll}^  ififaaibi^ed  by  noblen^c^,  ja^  ^e  ajfo  PW^y  O^ec^  in 
the  uibiurbs  of  the  city,  and  in  the  country  round  abou^ 
Tliat  pait  wbicjb  i$  ii^dofed,  and  ^qdled  the  P^rtuguffi  city, 
ja  reckoaed  ^bout  a  mlt  ifi  .qircuit,  ai^d  the  kii^s  palace 
Aeaffly  the  4afl)e  $  -the  mils  ^hoiat  ea^h  <pf  them  ^e  »very  thicl^, 
jD(Mldbev@U«3  of  mther  of  4ihem  are  either  ibyt^  or  kept  ui|- 
ihe  a  9ivd.  it  13  Aot  ^afy  to  a^rtatQ  the  ^eencfft  of  the 
Mjdk  iof  ^hs  ^il^,  :the  ho^f^  opt  adjoioing  fo  regularly  on  the 
out-flcirts  as  in  the  center,  but  we  are  aifij|»d  th^  it  w^a 
nqy  populous  in  /^^'stiqie. 

Th€  adjacent  plain,  as  i^ell  as  the  yallies  beIo;w  it  (befid«9 
libe  various  fruit-^trees  lately  mentioned)  which  yield  a  con* 
iftaot  verdure^fts  w^\  as  pWy  of  fruit)  produce  iibveral  forts 
jot  ^ain,  the  chief  of  which  is  an  exotic  bco^ght  thither 
from  the  hzielRS  of  )he  j^iUj  called  leuco,  in  fiiape  and  big« 
mc&  like  tJie  millet  j  the  meal  of  it,  wh^  |;round,  makes  v(b- 
ay  good  b^wd^  and  is  preferred  by  the  natives  to  that  9f 
•whiit,  whidh  laft  thoy  only  ufe  at  the  j»a&.  Here  groweth 
.aHo 'great  quantity  of  mm^^  <;all^  by  th^m  Mavxa  Kmg9^ 
or  com  of  Kwgo^  but  which  they  ufe  4]fnly  to  fatten  thtir 
(bogjs  wJMlj  Aeir  paftiire- grounds  likewife  yield  very  good 
^aft,  with  whiph-they  feed  a:^^^r  ngmber  of  cattle  than 
in  any  oiher  ^pait  ^f  the  jkiag^^m.  And  thus  fn^ucb  nuy  i)ff« 
fice  for  die  deicription  of  tl^s  metropolis. 
Other  tn*  ^^  Gone  now  to  the  ieveral  9ther  lefier  prpi^iQces  of  Km* 
^„fgf  'go  PropiTy  which  are  independent  -of  the  fyji  principal  on^ 
we  have  now  gone  dirough,  and  amoi^  which  the  greater 
past  are  barren,  and  inhabited  only  }^j  fav^gss,  who  either 
ludc  in  their 'thick  and  in^penetrable  fosefts^.or  bleach  upon 
their  ru|;ged  and  inacceffible  mountains,  and  both  of  them 
leid  a  life  little  different  ftpiii  ^at  of  briu^.    The  names 

y  CoRNBiL.  BaupRAHD*  La  CaoijC)  Jl^.  Afr^*  tQyn.  iii.  1. ^ 
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of  thofe  ^TiAoes,  for  wt  know  Ikde  ^fe  concrrntog  AoBy 
iu:e  Zm0M0f  Zujamax^di^  Ndamba^  W^Jf^^  Nfilkjuva^  dhf'^ 
Uy  UJohy  Nzamgay  AUrfmgM^  uA  Ahrtwdai  the  tiomt  laft  of 
which  confine  upoa  the  c(Muitry  of  AJMco^^  whofe  roAxm  is 
more  barbarous  aiKi  iahjumaa  than  zny  of  the  reft  *• 

Thb  duch)r  of  (9va«A,  fituate  between  A^9  aad  jbig§Iay  ^'^h  •/ 
and  now  in  the  pofieffion  of  the  Portygmife^  wasfccretoforefub-  ^^^^  . 
jed>  or  at  kaft  tributarj  to,  the  king»  oiKongQ^  but  the  people  ^^^^^ 
have  £oce  withdrawn  their  obediencct  tod  put  thenifelves  im-  !^r^- 
der  the  .protedion  of  the  PsrtMgneft  monarcht«    Its  ^fu^*^!^'* 
xalled  St.  Mkha$ly  is  fituate  sipon  the  river  tkmJa^  hut  is  a  ^aaef^^' 
place  of  BO  great  notCt  though  the  prinoe  of  tbia  proyiaoe    ^ 
hath  fooie  cooTideraUe  feudatories,   and  among  them  the 
counts  of  Jmhahf  who  tookforaierly  the  title  of  Mani^  or 
princes^  though  then  tributary  to  the  kings  of  ;£(9i(^.    The 
OHinty  of  DamUy  and  foBie  other  inferior  ones,  followed  die  Dambi 
eaumple  c^  that  of  Ovamk^  and  fiiook  off  the  yoke  of  the  andttbtn 
kij^gB  of  &mg99  ^  put  tbemiislvea  under  die  protedion  oS^tbt 
the  P9rU^uefi9  induced  to  it  by  die  hopes,  aod  perhaps  the  A^« 
prpmi&s,  of  being  le&oppceflqd,  and  erf"  enjoying  more  li- 
hoty  mider  tbefe,  than  Ihey  did  imder  ^diebr  own  moaarohf  • 

As  to  the  reft  of.  thofe  more  diftant  provinoes,  ^pectatly  Oiber 
towards  die  eaft,  they  ftill  acknowledge,  in  Ibme  meafijce,  wUpr§* 
t^  authority  ofthe  kifigs  oiKongo^  but  pay  them  no  other  trl-  'oincatbat 
hule  than  what  they  aiie  forced  to  by  the  troops,  or  (mall  ty-  p^ytriha^ 
iog  armies*  winch  are  yearly  fent  among  them  to  ratfe  it  i  v/^rc^. 
and  theA,  if  tjhey  can  but  have  timely  notice  of  their  ooming, 
they  iimnediately  retire  to  their  inacoeffible  mountains  and 
feiefts,  with  their  families,  cattle,  and  effeds,  and  t'etum 
not  till  they  are  well  afliired  thofe  forces  are  gone  far  enough 
from  them.    It  is  event  dangerous  to  exafperaCe  them  too  tax 
by  thefetmilitaiy  executions,  which  are  however  very  common 
in  moft  pavts  erf*  Afric^  as  we  have  feen  in  fome  former  chap* 
^rs  %  becaufe  they  are  always  ready  to  repay  themfelves  with 
advantage,  by  their  fudden  incurlions  into  the  ficher  pro- 
vinces-adjoining to  them,  where  they  commonly  commit 
dreadful  outrages,  as  well  as  load  themfelves  with  fpoil ;  after  \ 

which  diey  iquickly  return  to  thek  lurking-.plaoes»  where  duay 
know  they  cannot  be  come  at  without. ^eat  danger  and  diffi* 
culty.    However,  they  all  own  fo  far  a  fubje^on  to  the  king, 
that  in  tioEie  of  war  he  may  draw  what  fuccours  he  plea&s  Sgnj  bim 
ixQOk  their  ^re^^live  diftridis^  in  proportion  to  their  largenefs;/orr^/f« 
aod  thefe  ceadily  coooe  armed  after  dieir.  nurnier,  tho'  pro-  timg  of 
bably  more  from  the  profped  of  plunder,  than  any  afiedion  'war. 
lo  him.    The  avpi^  of  it  is,  that  they  are  but  wretchedly 

<  Lab  AT  ex  CavaazL  «  See  bebw,  W.  xvii.  paff. 

^  armtjl. 
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arnii^,  and  worfe  cloathed,  having  nothing  upon  them  but  a 
piece  of  cloth  or  (kin  about  their  middle ;  and  the*  they 
fait  on  with  great  fury,  and  moft  hideous  outcries,  on  the 
enemy,  yet,  either  upon  the  fall  of  their  leaders  in  the  firft 
onfet,  or  on  a  flight  wound,  or  even  a  fuperftitious  omen,  wiU 
betake  themfelves  to  flight,  and  can  hardljr  ever  be  rallied 
again  \  as  wc  fhall  fee  in  the  fequel. 
tAmlng  The  kingdGFm  of  Kongo^  like  moft  other  parts  of  Africa^ 

inatures,  breeds  a  prodigious  variety  of  living  creatures,  both  wild 
and  tame,  but  efpecially  of  thofe  of  the  wild  kind  ;  of  Which 
we  fliall  have  the  lefs  to  fay,  as  we  have  already  fpoken  of 
them  in  fome  of  the  former  volumes.   Among  the  tcrreftrial. 
Elephants  the  elephant,  juftlv  cfteemed  the  nobleft,  moft  ufeful,  and 
docile,  is  fo  well  known  as  to  need  no  farther  defcription 
than  what  wc  have  given  of  it  elfewhere « ;  thefe  are  moftly 
to  be  found  in  the  province  of  Bamba^  which  abounds  with 
woods,  pafture,  and  plenty  of  water,  in  which  they  xielight 
much,  and  wafh  and  bathe  themfelves  in  the  heat  of  the  day. 
They  commonly  go  in  troops  of  an  Hundred  or  more,  old  and 
•fa  mon*  young.    Some  of  them  are  here  of  fuch  a  monftrous  bignefs^ 
fiftusfi^e,  that  the  print  of  their  hoof  hath  meafured  four,  and  fome  of 
them  as  far  as  feven  fpans  in  diameter  **.    There  is  common- 
ly found  in  the  ventricle  of  thofe  that  are  grown  old,  a  ftonc 
of  the  bignefs  of  a  hen's  egg,  which  being  hardened  in  the 
^  air  or  fun,  is  reckoned  an  excellent  bezoar.  From  the  hair 

that  grows  upon  their  tails,  and  that  of  another  animal  they 
Omamentsc2!\  induvro^  the  natives, efpecially  the  women,  weave  them- 
made  of     fclves  collars,  bracelets,  girdles,  and  other  ornaments  j  with 
tbdr  tails fyztlety  of  Egures  and  devices,  which  denote  their  quality,  and 
are  in  fuch  efteem,  that  the  hair  of  two  elephants  tails,  is 
reckoned  the  price  fuiEcient  to  buy  a  flave  with ;  the  reafon 
N0t tamed  o(  which   is,   that  the  natives  have  not  the  art  of  taming 
fy  the  »^-.them,  but  are  obliged  to  fend  their  bravef^  and  ttouteft  mien 
fives.       .  to  hunt  them  in  the  woods ;   which  is  not  done  without  great 
Howh  nt'^^^^^  ^^^  danger,  they  being  here  exceedingly  fierce.    The 
id  and     '  "*^^  common  way  of  catching  them  is  by  digging  deep  holes 
saurht,      ***  ^^  grqund,  the  top  of  which  they  cover  with  branches 
and.  leaves,  as  is  pradifed  in  moft  parts  of  y/iiff.     And  this 
it  is  that  makes  their  hair  the  more  fcarce  ana  valuable ;  in^ 
.fomuch  that  both  the  men  and  women  take  Angular  delight 
to  attire  their  iieads  and  other  parts  of  their  bodies  with  it, 
:  which  they  do  in  a  very  agreeable  manner  ;  and  a  perfon  muft 
be  very  indigent  indeed,  who  will  not  afford  to  wear  fome 

**  PiGAFET.  Davity,  Dafp.er,  Cavazzi,  Labat,  & al.  fup. 
citat.  ^  Vol.  xiv.  paff.  xv.  58,  &  feq.         ^  Picafet.  I.  i. 

LABATyC,  9. ex  Cavazz.  torn.  i.  c.  9.  p.  153* 
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ornaments  made  with  it,  notwithftaading   the  deunds  of 
it((i)«. 

We  do  not  find  that  this  kingdom  breeds  any  rhinoceroses  \  Jthintcnfi 
but  by  the  quantities  of  their  horns  which  are  brought  thither,  m^  found 
and  the  variety  ofufesmade  of  them,  both  in  phyiic  and  other- /«  Kongo, 
wife,  we  are  inclined  to  fuppofe  that  they  have  them  from 
the  NoTuchi^  or  fome  other  neighbouring  countries  (R).    Li*  u^ffs  of  a 
ons,  leopards,  tygers,  wolves,  and  other  voracious  animals,  monftrous 
are  here  in  great  plenty,  apd  do  much  damage,  as  they  Aofixe, 
every-where  elfe  s  alfo  monkies  of  a  vaft  variety  of  fizesi,  and 
fliapes.     The  zerba,  or,  as  the  P9rtuguefe  call  it,  the  zabra,  Tbe^uihra* 
another  wild  animal,  well  known  for  its  fur^rifmg  fwiftnefe^ 
and  the  extreme  beauty  and  regularity  of  its  ilreaked  iQcin,  is 
likewife  found  here,  and  h|Unted  by  the  natives,  who  efteem  its 
fleih  as  a  very  dainty  food,  and  its  hide  a  v^uable  .commodity 
to  fend  into  Europe, 

They  have  here  likewife  a  great  abundance  of  buSajos,  BuffmLs 
9nd  wild  ailes.  The  dante  feems  peculiar  to  this  country ;  lianJwild 
is  (haped  and  coloured  much  like  an  ox,  tho'  not  fo  large  \  its  ^'« 
horns  are  like  thofe  of  a  he- goat,  but  very  fmooth  and  ihine-^^^  dante^ 
Ing,  and  of  a  blacki(h  hue,  of  which  the  natives  make  great 
variety  of  pretty  baubles.    The  ikin  of  this  creature  is  com* 
monly  bought  by  th^  Portuguefe^  and  fent  into  Gtrmany^  to  be 
tanned  and  made  into  targets,  which  are  then  called  dantes, 
ITic  natives  make  ufe  of  the  raw  hide  dried,  to  make  their  y^^  ^^^  ^ 
ihields }   which  are  fo  tough,  that  no  arrow  or  dart  can  go,/,  ^v^/^ 
through  them,  and  large  enough  to  cover  the  whole  body. 
This  creature,  which  they  call  impangazza,  hath  two  horns 

«  lid.  ibid.  Vid.  $i  Davity,  Dappbr,  &  al.  ubi  fap. 

(Q^)  This  noble  and  gigantic  moflly  to  be  found  in  thofe  pro- 
creature  is  yet  frequently  de-  vinces  which  lie  near  the  center 
iboyed  by  the  ftingof  a  fmall  of  the  kingdom,  and  which  the 
infeft  which  they  here  call  in-^  natives  call  abada,  and  fome  ne- 
ibndo,  and  is  not  much  bigger  emba.  He  owns  he  never  faw 
than  an  ant ;  this  infect  getting  one,  but  fpeaks  of  it  only  upon 
into  its  trunk,  caufes  fuch  a  fti-  their  credit,  as  bearing  a  refem- 
malation,  that  theljeafl,  not  be.*  blance  to  the  rhinoceros,  and  ha^ 
ing  able  to  bear  the  pain  of  it,  ving  a  horn  juft  above  the  nof- 
qoickly  grows  mad,  running  and  trils.  Bat  as  it  hath  only  on^ 
beating  itfelf  againft  trees,  rocks,  "And  its  hide,  inflead  of  beinfr 
or  whatever  comes  in  its  way,  fqaled,  is  fmooth,  like  that  of  a 
till  it  falls  down  dead  (5).  90 w,  it  may  be  more  properly 

(R)  One  of  our  authors  menr  ranked  in  that  cla&,  than  in  thal^ 

4ons  a  horned  creature,  which  is  of  the  rhinoceros  (6). 

fj)  Pigafit.  Cavazzi,  Lahat,  Ludcfphi  DttpptTf  6f  «/.  ^/•N  (€)  Lahat^ 

ptCtnmK^  ff«,  u  €,  9.  p.  169. 

.  Mop,  HiaT.  Vol.  XVL  E  gtomng 
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^hiway  growing  out  of  th€  forehead,  and  in  other  refpeiSls  is  not 
^/bunting  unlike  the  buffalo.  It  is  vaftly  fwift  of  foot,  and,  when 
I/.  wounded,  will  follow  the  fcent  or  fmoke  of  the  gunpowder 

with  fuch  fury,  that  the  hunter  hath  no  other  way  to  avoid  it» 
but  by  climbing,  with  all  pof&ble  fpeed,  up  to  fome  tall  tree, 
by  the  help  of  a  rope-ladder,  which  they  always  carry  with 
them  upon  fuch  occafions,  and  take  care  to  fallen  to  fome 
branch  before  they  venture  to  fire«    The  wounded  creature, 
finding  its  enemy  to  be  out  of  its  reach,  ftays  at  the  foot  of 
the  tree  for  him,  and  ftirs  not  from  it  tiH  a  fecond,  or  perhaps 
t^Jt^A      ^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  under  him.    Their  flefli  is  ycry 
gxcillent.   good  to  eat;  upon  which  account  not  only  the  natives,  but  the 
liom,  tygers,  and  other  beafts  of  prey,  wage  continual  war 
f heir  me-   agatnft  them  ;  but  nature  hath  given  them  fuch  an  inftinft  to 
tbodof      guard  againft  the  latter,  that  they  commonly  go  in  large 
guarding    droves  c^feldom  lefs  than  an  hundred  ;  which',  whien  attacked 
againft      by  them,  difpofe  themfelves  into  a  ring,  with  their  horiis  out- 
Utnuf  &c.  ward,  with  which  they  defend  themfelves  with  furprizing  agi- 
lity and  ftrength.     One   fees  them  here  of  different  colours 
like  our  cows,  fome  brown,  fome  grey,  and  others  black. 
W«>«tfr-  Their  manow  is  reckoned  a  warm  reftorer  of  paralytic  and 
rowam^  decayed  limbs,  and  their  flefh  a  wholefome  and  daiilty  diih  ^ 
dicine.       Elks,  though  commonly  fuppofed  to  live  only  in  the  colder 
Tbi  elk      climes,  are  here  in  great  quantities,  and  of  large  fixe.    The 
'very  com-  natives  call  them  neocco,  and  hunt  thent  for  their  flefh,  horns, 
*^^*  and  hides,  but  much  more  for  their  hoofs,  which,  when  the 

TA  /•  *  creature  is  killed  in  a  proper  attitude,  and  at  a  proper  feafon, 
tofi  r^  they  reckon  an  effedual  remedy  againft  the  epilepfy  and  apcr- 
ttuofits  P^^^y  (^^>  \^tmg  worn  next  to  the  fkin.  They  make  their 
ho0f.  hides 

'  DaVity,  Dapper,  Pioapet.  Cavaz2i^  Labat,  k  al.  ubt 
fup. 

(S)  According  to  them,  this  other  time  wilt  have  any  effedl  ^ 

nobio  creature  is  very  fubjcdl  to  .the  hoof  receiving  its  virtue  by 

the  failing  ficknefs,  bat  cames  its  fridion  againft  the  horn.  This 

with  it  its  own  cure ;  (b  that,  foot,  according  to  them,  muft  be 

upon  the  firft  warning  it  feels  of  cut  off  when  the  fun  is  in  Aries^ 

t.s  approach,  it  immediately  falls  for  do  other  feafon  will  ferve 

tofcratchingttfelfbehindtheear  but  that.       It  muft  be  done» 

with  its  hinder  hoof,  and  reco-  moreover,  before  the  elk  hath 

vers  quickly  after.     Tbis^  fays  coupled  with  any  female ;  fot, 

our  author,  is  the  only  proper  after  that  tiaie,  it  will  have  no 

time  to  (hoot  it,  and  to  cut  off  the  vertue.     And  as  all  th^(e  dilE- 

foot  with  which  it  fcratched  it^  cuieies  muft  of  courfe  eshance 

felf.     y\it  difRcuIty  is  to  fii^d  the  price  of  fuch  an  cxtraordt* 

them  in  this  attitude,  and  yet  bo  nary  medidne,  (b  the  buyer  of 
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hides  into  fliott  boots^  to  defend  their  legs  and  feet  (rtfOk 
thorns,  when  they  are  obliged  to  go  thro'  their  thick  forefts, 
where  the   paths  are  commonly  fery  harrow  and  full  of. 
tbeni. 

The  impadanca  is  of  the  fhape  and  bignefs  of  a  mule,  and  Theimf^ 
Its  hide  is  fpotted  with  divers  colours;  it  hath  two  horns ^'tf*'^* 
growing  upright  upon  its  head,  twifted  about  from  the  root, 
accotding  to  die  number  of  its  years,  and  drawing  upwards 
to  a  fliai-p  point.    The  flefh  of  it  is  white,  fat,  and  tender, 
aind  fit  to  eat  at  all  feaibns*  except  in  their  rutting  time ;  but 
it  is  chiefly  valuable  for  the  ftone  which  is  taken  out  of  its  Bitm^ 
ventricle,  which  is  reckoned  an  excellent  antidote  againft  all^^^MS 
poifons,  if  uken  out  foon  after  the  beaft  is  killed,  and  dried  6^'>'  '"^ 
either  in  the  air  or  fun.    Stags  and  others  of  the  deer  kind,^^^* 
as  well  as  wild  goats,  are  here  very  numerous ;  the  former  arc 
ulied  by  die  general  name  of  golungos,  and  the  latter  by  that 
ofviadi,  or  bambi.    Neither  of  thefetwo  kinds  have  any 
^oms,  except  by  chance,  and  then  fcarcely  two  inches  long; 
It  is  in  the  ventride  of  thefe,  when  they  come  to  be  old, 
that  the  genuine  betoar  is  found.    Their  flefli  is  delicious, 
except  in  rutting  time ;  but  many  of  the  fuperftitious  heathens 
abftain  from  it,  from  a  notion  which  their  prieflj  have  put 
tato  their  tieads^  that  it  infers  thofe  that  eat  it  with  the  It* 
proff* 

The  nfdffi  is  of  the  bigneis  of  a  cat,  and  of  an  afli-co*  Tit  nfijjt^ 
lour,  and  hath  two  fnlidl  horns  on  its  head.    It  is  perhaps  the  a  fearful 
moft  fearful  creature  that  lives,  eve^  in  motion,  and  ftarting  creaturt$ 
or  running  at  the  leaft  noife  or  breath  of  air ;  even  when  it 
is  drinking,  it  fwallows  one  (inglegulp,  ^nd  runs  away,  as  if 
purfued,  and  retufiis  with  the  (ike  fear,  till  it  hath  fatiated  its 
thirft^  it  doth  the  fame  when  browning  on  the  grafs,  at  every 
blade  it  takes  in  its  mouth.     Its  fleih  hath  an  exqutfite  tafle,  ufe  ofUt 
and  the  natives  prefer  its  fkin  to  that  of  any  other  creature ^f«« 
to  nuke  ftrings  for  their  bows. 

The  n^ma,  or  civet  cat,  is  die  true  creature  from  which  IJfima^  9t 
that  odoriferotts  drug  is  taken,  and  when  genuine,  which  is  riv#/  cau 
what  one  feldom  meets  with,  is  valued  at  the  rate  of  gold-* 
duft ;  the  hunting  of  it  is  dangerous,  by  reafon  of  its  ftrcngth  Danger  in 
and  nimbienefs,  and  its  dreadful  biting  when  it  is  caught,  hunting  iff 
The  fura  is  a  kind  of  land  rat,  which  burrows  under-ground, 
like  our  moles,  and  whofe  flefh  is  >fo  exquifite,  that  a  feaft 
among  the  grandees  would  be  looked  upon  as  defedive  with* 

of  it  (!annot'but  run  great  riik    much  more  fo  if  it  be  only  chi^    ' 
of  being  cheated,  fuppoiing  che    merical  (7). 
tcality  of  fucfa  a  virtue,   and 

(7j  Lahat  tx  Cavaxxi,  ubi  fup,  f.  Z59« 
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{Out  iu    Yet  there  are  fome  fe^  among  the|^ntilc(  natives,^ 

who^  like  the  jews,  look  upoA  the  eatine  of  this  creature^  and 

ibme  others  of  the  fame  kind,  as  unlawful  $. 

fhecame-       Camelions  fwarm  in  this  country:  we  need  not  give 

lion.  our  readers  a  defcription  of  them  as  they  are  fo  well  known, 

but  (hall  only  oiiferve,  that  they  are  fo  far  from  living  on  the 

What  it     2\x^  or  on  fmall  flics  only,  that,  upon  the  opening  of  fo,me  of 

//v/j»/off.  them,  their -ftomach  hath  been  found  to  contain  a  variety  of 

other  food,  fuch  as  the  flower  of  the  manioc  root,  the  feeds 

of  fundry  fruits  and  herbs.    They  have  feveral  forts  of  wild 

Se^o^al     ^^^^*  ^  ^^^  %^^^^  nfoffi,  and  maimoni,  whofe  furs  excel  thofe 

kthds  of      of  the  fineft  ty gers,  in  their  beauty,  variety,  regularity,  of  tbeil 

*v9ild  cats^  ftreaks  andfpots.  The  forefls  alfo  fwarm  with  wild  dogs,  who^ 

Wilddogi  like  the  wolves,  prey  upon  the  tame  cattle,  and  are  fo  fierce, 

fierci  and  ^^^"^  '^ey  will  fly  upon  armed  men,  and  forround  whole  droves 

dangerous,  pf  COWS,  goats,  or  flieep,  leaping  upon  them  with  as  much 

fury  as  the  fierceil  lions  could  do.    Their  teeth  a^  exceeding 

keen  and  (harp }  they  never  bark,  but  make  a  dreadful  howl* 

ing  when  famiihcd,  or  in  purfuit  of  their  prey.    We  coufd 

name  a  great  variety  of  others,  both  fmall  and  great,  and  fo 

different  in  their  fbapes  and  fizes,  that  the  natives  themfelves 

know  not  under  what  clafs  or  kind  to  rank  theih,  nature 

feemlng  to  fport  itfelf  in  thefe  hot  climates,  with  fuch  flrange 

variety  of  productions',  as  would  require  a  volume  to  deicme 

them  (T).    What  we  have  already  faid,  may  more  than  fuf* 

fice,  for  fuch  an  cxtenftvc  work  as  this,  concerning  the  wild 

.  beafts  of  this  kingdom  **• 

fameatd'      As  to  their  tame  ones,  fuch  as  oxen,  flieep,  hoes,  horfes, 

mals  ne-     mules,  afles,  i^c.  though  t^hey  might  eafily  make  thqm  ufcful 

gleSed.  .    and  profitable,  as  they  have  them  here  in  great  numben,  yet 

8  PiGAFET.  Davity,  Dappbr,  Labat  4X  Cavaazi^  k  al.  ubj 

>  fup.  ^  lid.  ibid. 

(T)  We  cannot  pafs  by  a  fin-  kings  of  Lmenio,  Caemtg;  and 

gular  kind,  which,  tho'  a  qua-  Gey^  receive  that  extraordiaary 

drupede,  never  fets  its  feet  upon  far  as  aconfiderable  preibit,  and 

the  ground  but  it  dies  foon  af-  a  particular  favour, 
tcr,  but  keeps  itfelf  conftantly        The  fame  may  be  fiud  of  the 

upon  the  trees.    It  is  called  en-  fine  beavers,  which  are  chiefly 

ticngia,  and  is  very  fmall,and  its  found  in  the  province  of  Batta^ 

fein  fo  beautifully  fpotted,  that  near  the,  banks    of    the  Zsur^ 

none  but  the  kings  oi  Kongo,  whofe  for  is  fo  exqwTucIy  fine' 

flie  princes  of  the  blood,  and  that  none  but  the  king,  and  fuch 

fuch  nobles  as  obtain  the  privi-  nobles  as  have  obuined  that  fa- 

Jege  from  hira,  have  the  liberty  rour  fromhini,  are  permitted  to 

of  wearing  it.     And  even  the  wear  it  (7). 

(7)  P^p^er,  Jfrh,  &  al. 
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Cich  is  ihetr  pride  and  indoience,  that  they  rather  chuTe  to  Itt 

them  run  wild,  and  be  devoured  by  the  wild  kind,  than  to 

reap  any  benefit  itom  them,  either  by  breeding,  or  break* 

ing  them  for  riding,  agri^uhuie,  or  any  other  ufes.     They 

&renot  even  get  upon  a  horle  that  hath  been  broke  by  the 

fortuguefe  ;  and   thefe  make  but  little  ufe'  of  them  in  their 

joarnies,  becaufe  they  can  be  more  commodiouily  carried  in 

their  palanquins,  or  hamocks,  by  their  ilaves,  who  are  in  a 

^at  meafure  the  only  beads  of  burden  and  labour.     Howe* 

vcr,  where  they  have  been  more  converfant  with  the  Partu-. 

gueje^  they  have  learned  of  them  to  inclofe  cows,  (beep,  and  Somikeep 

goats,  for  their  ufe ;  efpecially  the  grandees,  and  thofe  of  the  ^^^f^ 

richer  fort.     But  the  chief  benefit  they  reap  from  them  is  *^'*^  *^* 

their  milk,  of  which  they  are  very  fond,  and  drink  it  by  it- 

ielf,  but  have  not  yet  learned  to  make  butter  or  cheefe  with 

it*.  . 

It  would  afford  matter  fufficient  for  a  long  chapter  or  two,  land  and 
to  fpeak  of  the  vaft  variety  of  fowl,  both  of  land  and   ^^^^feafrwh. 
which  this  kingdom  aiFords.      Among    the  former,    their 
oftriches  are  of  a  furprizing  bignefs  and  beauty,  and  in  great  Oftriches* 
plenty.    Their  feathers,  mixed  with  thofe  of  the  peacocks,  Aar^iir. 
which  are  here  no  lefs  numerous  and  beautiful,  are  ufed  in- 
Head  of  enfigns  and  flandards,  and  made  into  delightful  um- 
brellas.    The  king  of  Angola^  we  are  told,  keeps  vaft  num- 
bers of  the  latter  in  a  wood,  furrounded  with  high  walls,  and 
fuiFers  none  in  his  dominions  to  breed  or  have  any  of  them, 
becaufe  he  ufes  their  feathers  in  his  royal  enfigns^. 

,  TuRKiES,  geefe,  hens,  and  ducks,  both  wild  and  tame,  are  Poultry. 
here  alfo  in  vaft  plenty  \  and  pheafants  are-^fo  numerous  and  ?heafattt$* 

\     ikmiliar^  that  the  boys  take  tfaem  alive  in  their  gins.    The 

iame  may  be  faid  as  to  the  prodigious  quantity  of  pigeons,  pigeons^ 

I     doves,  wood -cocks,  and  other  fmaller  birds,  which  are  com   5cc. 
mon  in  all  thefe  countries,  and  need  no  farther  defcription. 

I      The  fongo,  or  vuicht,  fo  called  from  tlie  noife  it  makes  when  q-ffg  h<m^ 

I     it  hath  difcovered  fome  wild  honey,  to  allure  travellers  to  bird. 
come  and  fliare  it  with  him,  has  been  fpoken  pf  in  our  ac- 
count of  Abijftnia  \  and  they  are  both  here  and  there  fo 
IcheriQied  by  the  people,  ths^t  it  would  be  dangerous  for  any 
ftranger  to  do  them  any  hurt. 
The  next  kind  of  birds  in  favour  among  the  natives,  is  the  Variety  of 
panot,  of  which  they  have  the  greateft  variety,  both  for  fize  parrots. 
H      and  colour ;  particularly  a  fmall  fort,  not  much  bigger  than 
'      a  fparrow,  but  of  a  moft  lovely  fbape,  and  the  moft  delight- 
ful colours.    But  the  moft  efteemed  of  all,  are  thofe  which 

'  Pica  FIT.  Labat,  &  al.  fup- citat.  *  Lovez  ap.  Pi- 

CAF.  1.  i.  c.  9.  ^  Vol.  XV.  ]^  64,  k  feq. 
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Mufic  they  ftylct  by  way  of  excellence,  the  birds  of  mufic.  The« 
JvriV.  are  fomewhat  bigger  than  our  canarv  birds,  their  bills  red^ 
their  feathers  of  the  fame  colour,  tome  of  them  green  or 
mixed,  and  only  their  bill  and  feet  black ;  others  are  grey,! 
others  dun,  and  fome  all  white,  or  all  black;  which  laft  fort 
is  the  moft  admired  for  the  fweetnefs  of  its  note,  but  much 
more  fo  for  fome  articulate  founds  they  give,  which  would 
incline  one  to  believe,  that  (hey  fpeak  as  well  as  fing.  This 
laft  kind  is  fp  much  efteemed  through  the  whole  kingdom^ 
^  that  perfons  of  rank  have,  from  time  iinmemorial,  taken  fin* 
sular  delight  in  keeping  them  in  cages  and  aviaries,  for  the 
fake  of  their  furprifing  melody  «■•    - 

On  the  other  hand,  as  the  Kangoefi  are  fuperftitious  to  the 

laft  degree,  there  are  feveral  kinds  of  birds  which  they  look 

Omiwui     ^V^^  ^  omi/ious,  and  are  fo  terrified  at  the  fight,  or  hearing 

Urds.        ^^  them,  that  if  they  were  going  upon  ever  fo  momentous  an 

expedition,   if  they  were  met  in  council,  or  wete  going  to 

engage  an  enemy  with  ever  fo  great  an  advantage,  the  flight 

or  cry  of  fuch  birds  would  throw  tben\  into  a  general  panic^ 

and  difperfe  them  in  the  utmoft  hafte  and  confufion.     The 

The  great    n^oft  dreaded  of  the  ominous  kind,  are  the  crows,  ravens,  and 

9^1  called  fuch'like  ravenous  ones ;  bats,  owls,  and  efpecially  the  great 

hy  thi  de-  Q^j^  which  they  call,  in  their  tongue,  kariam  pemba^  which  i$ 

/r  /  ^         Bjm)s  of  prey,  fuch  as  eagles,  vultures,  falcons  of  fundry 
*'^^'  •       forts,  fparrow  hawks,  and  others  of  the  like  nature,  are  here 
likewife  in  great  quantities,  tho'  never  bred,  or  ufed  by  the 
natives,  for  the  game.    Herons,  bitterns,  and  fome  others 
of  the  like  voracious  kin'd,  commonly  abound  in  their  mar/hes, 
lakes,  and  other  waOies.  Among  thefe,  they  have  a  noble  one^ 
in  {hape  and  fize  like  a  crane,  with  a  red  bill  and  feet,  and 
feathers  of  a  moft  beautiful  red  and  white,  intermixed  with 
grey,   brown,  and  other  ftiades  5    that  which  the  Portuguefi 
nepelh    call  the  pelican,  is  of* a  large  fize  and  whitiCi  colour.     It  will 
<«».  fwim  a  good  while  under  water,  and  hath  fuch  a  wide  throat, 

that  it  will  fwallow  a  whole  fiih  at  once*  Its  ftomach  is  recr 
koned  fo  very  hot,  and  fuch  a  ftrong  digcfter,  that  the  na- 
tives wear  the  fkins  of  it  upon  their  breafts,  when  their  ap* 
ostites  fail  them,  in  hopes  to  reap  the  fame  benefit  from  it  9, 
n  £A^    ^"^  ^^^  ^^^  furprifing  of  this  kind,  is  that  which  they  call 
W^^r  ^^  ^^^'^'i  which  flies  op,  and  keeps  himrelf  ftill,  at  a  great 
11^^''^  height  in  the  air,  with  his  head  bent  downwards,  whence  it 
difcerns  the  fifti  that  fwims  below,  whether  in  the  fea,  or  in 

»  PiGAFBT.   Lab  AT  ex  Cava?,  ubi  (»?•  •  Dapper, 

Afric.  ,•  PiGAF*7.ibid. 
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rirers ;  and  when  he  perceives  his  prev  under  him,  plunges 
down  with  great  rapidity  upon  it,  and  never  mifles  carrying 
it  off^  unlefs,  which  is  often  the  cafe,  fome  ftronger  one  of 
die  fame  kind,  fnatch  it  out  of  his  jaws.  This  creature  is 
moft  fond  of  that  fi£h  which  fwims  in  ihallow  and  fandy  wa* 
ters,  rn  rapid  rivers  and  catara£te,  and  runs  the  rifk  of  dafli- 
ing  itfelf  into  pieces  againft  rocks,  or  the  hard  bottom,  by 
the  vehemence  of  its  fall  P. 

The  fi{h  kind  is  in    this    part    likewKe,   as    in  other  Pi^r^  ^ 
maritime  countries,  in  great  plenty  and  variety,  both  from>^, 
the  fea,  and  from  the  muhitude  of  rjvers,  which  we  have 
eifewhere  defcribed ;    we  fhall  content  oturfejves  with  men- 
tioning only  fome  few  of  the  moft  curious,  without  entering 
into  a  particular  detail  of  the  reft.     The  pico  marina,  fo  The  put, 
called  from  tberefemblance  of  Its  mouth  to  the  beak  of  a  wood-  ^fitwg 
pecker,  is  a  fea>fi(h  of  a  large  fiae  and  prodigious  ftrcngth.  \x^dan* 
iath  four  fins  on  its  back,  three  under  its  belly,  and  one  on  ^''■•*'-^' 
each  fide  of  its  bead;  its  tail  is  large  and  forked,  by  which  it 
ctfts  the  waves  with  furprifing  force  and  fwiftnefs.     It  is  at 
war  with  every  fifli  that  fwims,  and  with  every  thing  if  meets 
in  its  way,  without  being  intimidated  by  the  largeft  veflels  5  Jhin^ 
a  furprifing  inftance  of  which  we  are  told  by  fome  niiffona-jf^^^a^//^ 
ries,  whofe  fbip  was  attacked  by  one  of  them,  near  thefe 
coafts,  in  the  dead  of  night:  the  violence  of  the  (hock  which 
it  gave  to  the  vefiel  quickly  awakened  the  captain  a^nd  th^  reft 
of  the  people,  who  immediately  ran  to  that  fide  of  it  where 
the  (hock  had  been  felt,  where  they  perceived,  by  the  help 
of  the  moon's  light,  this  huge  monfter,  as  iffaftened  by  iti 
forehead  to  the  mip,  and  making  the  ftrongeft  efForts  ta  dif-r 
engage  itfelf;  upon  which  fome  of  them  tried  to  pierce  hin\ 
through  with  their  pikes,  but  he  was  got  off  before  tiiey 
could  accomplifh  it.     On  the  next  morning,  upon  vifiting 
that  fide  of  the  veffel,  they  found,  about  a  foot  below  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  a  piece  of  its  beak  ftuck  faft  into  the  wood^ 
and  two  or  three  inches  of  it  fticking  out.  They  went  prcfent- 
ly  after  to  vifit  the  infide  of  the  ftiip,  and  difcovcred  about 
five  or  fix  inches  more  of  the  point  of  it,  befides  what  ftuck 
within  the  thicknefs  of  the  wood  ;  (o  that  if  he  could  have 
drawn  it  clear  away,  the  water,  perhaps,  would  have  funk  the 
(hip,  before  they  could  have  difcovercd,  or  be^n  able  to  flop, 
the  leak  ^. 

The  corvo  marino,  or  fea  raven,  is  about  fij^  feet  long,  and  Tht  A«* 
big  in  proportion;  but  what, this  creature  hath  the  mofl  {va-rav^n^ 
guiar,  is  the  ftone  that  is  found  In  its  head,  to  which  the  na- 

^  Labat^  ttbi  fttp,  *  Lab  AT  ex  Qavazi.  ubifup.  p.  190, 
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tlves  afcribe  fome  medicinal  virtues  which  we  dare  not  vouch^ 
and  the  delicate  tafteof  its  bard  rowe,  which  is  fiili  more  ad* 
mired  when  dried  in  the  fun,  and  becomes  as  hard  as  a  ftone* 
The  requino  of  jfmfrica^  or,  as  the  Italians  and  Spaniards  call 
it,  tuberone,  or  tiburone,  and  pefcec^na,  is  too  well  known 
to  want  a  defcription,  only  we  are  told  that  it  is  moft  dan*  > 
gerous  in  thefe  parts  when  the  male  and  female  begin  to 
couple  r.     The  cholone  is  another  fea-fifh,  of  which  vaft 
quantities  are  caught  at  the  mouths  of  the  river  Coanza,  and 
on  the  coafts  of  the  province  of  Loanda  i  the  Portuguefe  are 
no  lefs  fond  of  catching  it  than  the  natives,  on  account  of  aa 
ifs/neM'  oil  which  is  drawn  iiom  it,  which  they  efteem  an  exceUent 
/amic  Mln   remedy  againft  wounds,  burns,  l^c.  This  oil  is  drawn  firft  by 
expofmg  the  fifh  in  the  fun,  till  it  bath  done  dropping  it,  and 
afterwards  by  laying  it  over  the  fire,  which  forces  out  the  reft 
of  it ;  both  are  reckoned  very  good,  but  the  former  is  moft 
efteemed.     The  lad  we  (hall  mention  of  the  fea  kind,  is  that 
which,  they  call  the  fea-elephant,  not  for  its  bignefs,  it  being 
fcarce  above  eight  or  nine  inches  long,  but  becaufe  it  hath  a 
probofcis  like  it/    This,  and  that  called  by  the  Portuguefi 
fquilone,  are  about  the  fame  bignefs ;  but  the  latter  is  a  frefh- 
water  iifh,  and  is  in  great  requeft  for  its  exquifite  tafie  and 
fatnefs,  fo  that  it  1$  mo01y  eat  without  any  fauce  ;  it  is  ltkf^> 
wife  remarkable  for  a  fofc  kind  of  down  that  grows  about 
its  mouth.     But  the  moft  wonderful  of  all  of  thefrefli  water 
kind,  is  that  which  the  natives  call  nguUu-a-maza,  and  the 
jB/<rfl[^r<7«x,  improperly  enough,  pefce  donna,  or  woman- fifh, 
feeing  they  are  here  of  both  fexes,  and  neither  of  them  bears 
any  the  leaft  token  of  the  female  foftnefs ;  the  head  of  it  is 
almoft  flat  like  that  of  a  frog,  and  its  mouth  to  the  full  as 
wide,  (hewing  two  rows  of  teeth,  white  and  fmall,  like  thofe 
of  a  dog,  and  with  fcarccly  any  chin  underneath  j  the  eyes 
are  round,  large,  and  protuberant,  the  nofe  flat,  and  noftrils 
]arge  and  wide,  the  forehead  fmall,  the  ears  long  and  large^ 
like  thofe  of  a  cropt  maftifF;  the  hair  long  and  harih,  hanging 
a  good  way  down  its  bick,  the  neck  thick  and  (hort,  and  its 
ihouldcrs  very  broad  ;  the  bread  or  dugs  full  and  plump,  the 
flefh  from  thence  downwards  below  the  navel  hairy  or  rather 
briftly;  the  fex  well  diftinguifted,  the  arms  of  great  lepgth 
and  very  finewy,  with  five  fingers  to  each  hand,  and  three 
joints  to  each  finger^  each  finger  being  joined  to  the  other 
by  a  thin  membrane,  like  the  feet  of  a  duck.  From  the  lower 
belly  downwards,  It  is  0ne  continued  fi(h,  covered  with  large 
fcales,  ard  ending  in  a  forked  tail ;  it  is  covered  behind  with 
a  thick  :  ni  loofe  fkin,  reaching  from  the  neck  down  to  two 
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thirds  of  its  body,  with  which  it  can  cover  itfelf  around,  and 
cany  its  young  ones  under  it.  From  all  which  circumftances 
our  author  conjedhires  the  male  to  be  the  triphon,  and  the  fe* 
male  the  najade,  mentioned  by  the  antients. 

This  furprifing  creature  is  caught  in  the  rivers  and  ponds  ffhin 
of  this  kingdom,  efpecially  in  the  lakes,  where  they  OiclteT  mofify 
^emfelves  under  the  reeds  and  weeds  that  grow  in  and  about  caught, 
them  ;  and  as  the  males  and  females  are  feldom  parted  from 
each  other,  the  natives  kill  them  both  without  mercy,  not- 
widiftanding  their  loud  and  doleful  cries.     Their  fle&  is  well  Delicstt . 
tafted,  and  much  admired  by  the  JfricanSj  whofe  ftomachs/^. 
can  digeft  any-thing ;  hut  unwholelome,  and  fometimes  very 
pernicious,   to  the  Europeans j  who  neverthelefs  catch  them, 
when  they  find  them  in  any  of  their  rivers,  by  leaking  large 
holes  along  the  banks,  filled  with  water,  into  which  they 
throw  fome  dead  fi(h,  which  they  immediately  go  to  devour, 
and,  being  exceedingly  greedy  and  fluggifl;,  become  an  eafy 
prey  to  them.    The  natives  afcribe  fome  extraordinary  vir- 
tues to  the  fmall  ribs,  and  the  two  little  bones  that  grow  be- 
hind the  ears  of  this  creature,  neither  worthy  of  our  credit  or 
notice '.     And  thus  much  may  fuffice  for  their  frefh- water 
fiib,  which  might  be  here  in  much  greater  plenty,  were  not 
their  lakes  and  rivers  fo  prodigioufly  infefted  with  fwarms  of 
fea-horfes,  and  crocodiles  of  a  monftrous  fize  and  length,  Sea-kor/gs 
which  make  the  moft  terrible  devaftation,  not  only  amongft  and  <uaft 
the  fiih  and  cattle,  but  even  among  the  long-boats,  and  other  crtcoMUs 
vellelsy  which  row  or  fail  up  and  down ;  inibmuch  that  {omt/'warm  4» 
of  them  will,  by  their  ftrength,  overturn  pretty  large  wher-  the  rweri^ 
ries,  and  devour  the  pepple  that  are  in  them.     Wt  have  al«  &c* 
ready  defcribed  thofe  amphibious  defiroyers  in  fome  former 
volumes  %  and  fhali  only  add,  that  the  natives  fet  a  value  up" 
on  fome  ftones  of  the  bezoartic  kind,  which  are  found  in  ^ht  hezo- 
dieir  paunches,  and  efleem  them  to  be  excellent  antidotes  ar  and 
againft  poifons,  arid  the  bite  of  venomous  creatures.     T\i^^  found  in 
likewife  find  between  their  brcafts  and  fhoulders,  fome  kind  the  farmer, 
of  tumours  or  fwellings  like  boils,  the  bag  of  which  con- 
tains within  it  a  brownifh  liquid  fubftance,  which  being  in- 
fpiflated  by  the  fun,  exceeds  the  fineil  mufk  in  the  world, 
but  is  apt  by  time,  or  by  being  too  much  expofed  to  the  air, 
to  evaporate,  and  lofe  its  odoriferous  fcent.   Their  eggs,  like- 
wife,  which  they  lay  by  hundreds  upon  the  banks  of  rivers, 
and  cover  with  fand,  to  be  hatched  by  the  fun,  are  reckoned 
fuch  excellent  food,  that  the  natives  are  very  fond  of  gather-  ^gg^  tattn  . 
ing  them,  though  they  run  no  fmall  hazard  in  doing  it,  as  hy  the  va^ 

U'UiSm 

•  lid.  ibid,  p.  187,  &  fcq.  «  Vol.  xv.  p.  61,  &  fcq.  Vid. 

k  Anc.  Hiil.  vol.  i,  p.  420,  &  feq. 
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well  to  feed  upon  them,  as  to  prevent  dieir  multiplying  too 
faft ;  though,  with  all  their  diligence,  they  cannot  prevent 
their  rivers  and  lakes  from  fwarmmg  with  them^. 
Vafi  tmi     *  They  are  like  wife  infefted  with  a  vaft  variety  of  ferpentsi^ 
dreadful    fome  of  them  of  a  monftrous  length  and  thicknefs,  fuch  as 
firpents.     we  have  defcribed  in  our  hiftory  of  Ahijfmia^  and  odier  parts 
oi  Africa  ^'^  rattle- fnakes,  vipers,  and  other  venomous  rep- 
tiles, whofe  bite  is  immediate  death,  if  fome  powerful  antU 
Som9  9f     ^^^^  be  not.  fpeedily  applied.      Some  of  them   poifon    by 
/i(ii»^(/^  their  breath,  which  they  retain  fome  time  in  their  lungs  or 
by  their     mouth,  and  then  blow  upon  the  otneS  with  fuch  force,  that 
breath,      it  fufibcates  it,  whether  man  or  bean ;  others  emit  a  kind  of 
Otben  hj  corroding  juice  out  of  their  mouths,  which  will  deprive  a 
their  ff  it-  perfonof  Jiis  fight,  unlcfs  a  proper  remedy  be  quickly  applied  ; 
^^'-    ^       and  even  then  the  eyes  will  be  greatly  impaired  by.it,  and  re- 
^I^'    L    *"**"  ^"  *  conftant  convulfive  motion.    The  bama  is  of  the 
tbt  tomb,  amphibious  kind,  and  ever  at  war  with  the  crocodile ;  and 
fome  of  them  have  been  found  with  one  of  theca  in  thdr  bel>* 
ly,  half  digefied ;    but  this  kind  is  not  reckoned  venomoits, 
and  their  flefli  is  efteemed  exquifite  meat.    There  are  others 
which  are  fmall  and  thick,  which  the  natives  call  nhambi,  and 
of  which  they  are  moft  afraid  ;  becaufe^  being  of  the  colour 
of  the  baik  of  a  tree,  and  keeping  themfelves  twined  about 
it,  they  are  not  eafily  perceived,  and  their  bite  is  of  the  moft 
^«m#  wry  deadly  kind.     The  leuta's  fkin  is  fleek  and  fmooth,  and  beau- 
hemutijul  tifully  variegated,  but  its  venom  is  fuch,  that  the  very  touch 
wtt .         of  the  creature  is  affirmed  to  throw  a  perfon  into  vident  con- 
vulfions ;  the  natives  make  ufe  of  its  gall  as  an  efficacious 
antidote,  not  only  againft  its  venom,  .but  likewife  againft  that 
of  any  other  creature.     There  is  ftill  another  fort  more  beau- 
tifully fpotted,  with  red,  white,  and  black,  the  colours  bright 
and  lively,  but  the  red  predominant,  which  makes  the  crea* 
ture  look  like  a  piece  of  fine  fpotted  coral  \  upon'  which  ac- 
count, the  Eur^peansy  both  here,  and  at  Fernar^uc^f  in  Ami'- 
rica^  call  it  bifcia  di  corallo  \  but  its  venom  i§  not  the  lefs  dan- 
gerous, notwithftanding  its  beauty  y, 
!?^r'        ScbRPioNS,  and  other  venomous  infers,  both  flying  and 
an  ot  er   ,.gpjjjg^  ^^^  y,^^^  likewife  in  fuch  variety,  that  our  readers 
^fi&s        would  be  cafily  tired  with  the  defcription  of  them.,  efpccially 
^     '       as  they  are  common  to  ^11  this  part  of  the  world.     The  moft' 
5/>/&r//.?;r pernicious  and  dangerous  kind  of  them  is  the  ant  or  pifmire, 
anti*very   Qf  ^hich  they  reckon  no  lefs  than  fix  diiFerent  fpecies  of  difr 


ftrnuiOfis. 


PiGAFET.  Davity,  Dapper,  Labat  cx  Cav8Z«  ubi  fup^ 
p   193,  &ftq.  ^  Vol.  XV.  p,  5;  &   67.   yidr &  Anc.  Hift. 

vol    xii.   p    179,  &  (Y),  xvii.  p  /^i;^,  &  alib.         ^  LA^ATei^ 
C"4vaz   Mji  iup.  p.  198,  k  fcq.  Sc  al,  fup.cltat. 
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ferent  colours  and  fises,  and  all  of  them  formidabfe,  both  on 
account  of  their  prodigious  number,  and  the  mifchiefs  the/ 
^9  not  only  to  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  but  even  to  men  and 
beafts,  whom  they  will  fur-round  in  the  night  in  fuch  fwarms^ 
(hat'they  will  eat  them  to  the  very  bone  (U)^  Some  of  them 
infeft  the  houfes  in  fuch  numbers,  as  to  undermine  the  very 
JFoundations,  and  plague  all  kinds  of  inmates,  almoft,  and 
fooiettmes  quite,  to  des(th.  Others  lay  /o  thick  upon  the 
paths  and  highways,  that  one  cannot  move  a  ftep  without 
treading  upon  them,  and  having  one's  legs  and  thighs  al* 
moft  devoured  by  them.    A  third  fort  of  a  white  and  red  co- 
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is    even  a  common 
we  are  told,    among 


(U)It 
piadicej 

the  kings  ofJngpIa,  to  condemn 
perfens  guilty  of  ibnae  atrocious . 
primes  to  be  ftript  naked,  ai^d 
tied  hands  and  feet,  and  thrown 
into  a  hole  ^here  thefe  fmall 
iofeds  fwarm,  where  they  are 
^re  to  be  devoured  by  them 
in  iefs  th^gptwenty-four  hours, 
|o  the  very  bones.  But  thefe 
criminals  are  not  the  only  ones 
who  are  obnoxious  to  the  jaws 
of  thefe  little  devouring  infe£ls ; 
the  moft  innocent  perfops  may, 
even  in  their  own  houfes  and 
)>e4s,  have  their  fieih  eaten  off 
tbeir  bones  in  the  fpace  of  ope 
sight.  This  obliges  the  natives 
to  be  careful  where  they,  lay 
themfelves  down,  and  to  kindle 
a  fmall  fire,  or  at  leaft  to  make 
a  circle  of  burning  hot  embers 
aroQiid  their  beds. 

This  caution  is  fUll  more  ne- 
fefiary  in  the  country -viHages 
find  hamlets,  where  perfons  are 
otherwife  in  danger  to  be  at- 
tacked by  millions  of  them  in 
the  dead  of  night.  In  fuch  a 
cafe,  the  only  expedient  to  fave 
pne's  (elf  n  to  jump  up  as  foon 
as  one  feels  the  bite,  and  to  brulh 
them  off  with  all  poffible  fpecd, 
and  then  at  once  fet  the  houfe  or 
l^ttt  on  fire.    The  danger  is  flill 


greater  in  travelling  throagk 
thofe  climes,  where  one  may  be 
obliged  to  take  up  one's  lodging 
en  the  bare  ground,  and  may  be 
overtaken  by  the  heat  of  the 
day  with  fuch  profound  fleep^ 
as  not  to  be  awaked  by  thefe 
diminutive  canibals,  till  they 
have  penetrated  through  the 
0dn,  which  is  yet  quickly  done : 
for  in  fuch  a  cafe,  nothing  will 
prevent  their  devouring  a  man 
alive,  were  there  ever  fe  ma* 
ny  hands  to  affift  him. 

It  is  not  at  all  fnrprifing^ 
that  thefe  infedls  (hould  fwarin 
in  fuch  prodigious  quantitiev 
confidering  t£it  this  country 
breeds  fuch  numbers  and  vari- 
ety  of  monkeys,  which  are 
ever  fer retting  them  out  of 
their  fabterranean  habitations, 
and  feed  upon  them  with  as 
much  greedinefs,  as  if  they  had 
nothing  elfe  to  live  upon.  This 
can  only  be  afcribed  to  the 
natural  indolence  and  lazinefs 
of  the  people,  which  is  fuch, 
that  they  not  only  negleQ  to 
rid  their  lands  of  them  by  pr<H 
per  cultivation,  but  will  fuffer 
their  houfes,  and,  if  our  good 
cappchin  may  be  credhed,  their 
very  churches,  to  be  uqder- 
mined,  by  that  deflrudive  ver« 
min  (8). 


fflCavazxi  0f.  tahf,  uiifup,  tom^  U  t,  9.  p,  |Sq,  ^/^r? 
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lour,  though  very  *  fmall,  will  gnaw  their  way  through  the 
hardeft  wood,  penetrate  into  a  ftrong  cheft,  and  in  a  little 
while  devour  all  the  cloths,  linen,  and  every  thing  that  is  in  it, 
Onefirt  except  metals  and  ftones.  '  A  fourth  fort,  fmall  and  black, 
dangiTBMS  leave  a  moft  intolerable  flench  upon  every  thing  they  touch, 
totravtl"  or  crawl  over,  whether  clothes  or  houCbold  ftufF,  which  arc 
iers^  not  eafily  fweetened  again ;    and,  if  victuals,  are  entirely 

^he flying  fpoilcd,  and  unfit  to  eat,     A  fifth  fort  harbours  chiefly  upon 
ant  mid     ^^  leaves  and  branches  of  trees  ;  and  if  a  man  chance  to 
hcuftkill*  climb  up '  thither  to  fave  himfelf  from  a  wild  beaft,  he   is 
tdand       f^  tormented  by  them,  that  nothing  but  the  dread  of  the  jaws 
smtiM.        ^f  ^jjg  Q^g  could  make  him  undergo  the  ftings  of  the  other. 
The  fixth  and  laft  fort  is  of  the  flying  kind,  or  rather  of  one 
of  the  former  kinds,  which  live  wholly  under-ground,  till 
age  furnifhes  them  with  wings  to  fly  ;  and  then  they  rife  in 
fuch  fwarms  as  darken  the  air,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  lo- 
cufts,  of  which  we  have  fpokcn  among  the  deftruSive  in- 
feSs  of  Aifijftnia  » ;    and  both  would  make  terrible  havock 
among  all  kinds  of  vegetables,  did  not  the  natives,  who  are 
very  fond  of  their  fle(h,  come  out  againft  them  in  whole  com- 
panies, and  by  dint  of  flaps,  and  other  flat  weapons,  knock 
them  down  by  myriads,  and  laying  them  in  heaps,  fet  fire  to 
their  wings,  and  half  broil  them  for  their  food  *•    Amidft 
t  great  variety  of  thefe  pernicious  flying  infe6fa,  they  have, 
one  fpecies  of  a  more  friendly  and  profitable  kind,  viz,  the 
*'",     indufirious  bee,  which  furniihcs  the  inhabitants  with  excellent 
grMoifien'  ^^^^^  j^j   ^^x,  in  fuch   prodigious  plenty,    that  there  is 
•^*  fcarcely  a  hoUow  tree,  clifF  of  a  rock,  or  chop  of  the  earth, 

in  which  they  do  not  find  |reat  quantities  of  their  combs* 
But  is  we  have  already  fpoken  of  thefe  beneficial  animalcula 
in  our  AbiJJinian  hiftory  \  we  (hall  dwell  no  longer  upon  therh* 
But,  having  mentioned  what  is  moil  remarkable  in  the  living 
creatures,  let  us  now  take  a  view  of  what  is  mofl:  fo  in  the 
ilatives  of  this  kingdom. 

»  Before,  vol.  xv.  p.  65.  »  Labat,  $c  at.    fup.  citaf. 

>  Vol.  XV.  p.  65,  fr  fcq. 
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SEC  T.    IL 

0/  the  Number^  Genius^  CuftomSj  Religion^  Superfiu 
iion^  Language^  and  ^traffic  of  the  Natives  of  Kon* 
go  Proper ;  Foffils^  Minerals^  Metals^  and  other  na^ 

^    tural  and  artificial  Rarities  of  that  Kingdom. 


w 


'  £  have  already  given  fo  ample  and  dear  an  account  of 
the  origin,  antiquity,  government^  colour,  and  other 
particulars  relating  to  the  ancient  Ethiopians^  from  whom  the 
natives  of  this  kingdom  are  defcended,  that  it  were  needlefi 
to  repeat  here  what  hath  been  fo  fully  difcufled  in  our  ancient 
hiftory  «.  We  (hall  therefore  confine  ourfelves  to  what  more 
properly  regards  the  hiftory  of  the  modem  ones,  from  the 
time  of  their  country's  being  firft  vifited  by  thtPortuguefejtM* 
onaries,  Jn,  Dom.  1482,  feeing  all  that  hath  ^receded  it  up  to 
where  our  Ancient  concludes '',  viz,  the  conqueft  of  the  Hem-- 
rites ^  is  wrapt  up  in  inextricable  darknefs. 

1,  With  refpeft  to  the  populoufhcfs  of  this  kingdom,  Thtpopn* 
feme  authors,  writing  rather  from  mere  conjedures,  or  at  beft  ion/ffff  •f 
by  precarious  inferences,  than  by  experience,  have  reprefented  ^^^^i^g- 
it  as  thinly  peopled  (X).    Their  metropolis,  as  fcarcely  cpn-  ^^  ^ 

tainkig^®"*^ 

«  Anc.  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  370.  xviii,  p.  258,  ic  feq.  <  Ibid, 

p.  3*8,  &  feq. 

(X)  The  laments  en  which  fcribing,  and  more  particolarl/ 

tbit  foppofcd  thinnefs  of  inhabi-  this  kingdom  of  JCingg  we  are 

tants  is  founded,  were,  1 .  The  now  upon,  could  not  be  fuppof- 

cxceflive  heat   of  the  climate,  ed  to  be  populous  for  feveral 

which  made  the  ancients  ima-  reafons ;  as  i  &,  The  unhealthi*. 

^ne,  that  no  part  of  the  torrid  nefs  of  the  climate,  occafioned 

xoae  was  inhabited;  and^when  by  the  burning  heats  prodigif 

that  error  was  confuted  by  ex-  ous  rains,  vail  inundations,  (!ag- 

perience,  yet  fo  mach  of  it  was  nated  waters,  and  foch-like  dlf* 

ftill  retained,  as  that  only  fome  afters,  which  corrupted  the  air, 

'  few  parts  of  it,  which  were  more  caufedgreat  mortalities,  and  pef- 

moderate  than  others,  from  the  ttlential  difeafes,  which  carried. 

nature  of  their  fituation,  or  fome  off  myriads  of  people,  and  pre-* 

acddental  advantage,  were  peo-  vented  the  reft  from  enjoying  ei- 

pled ;  but  that  the  reft  was  fttU  ther  health  or  long  life. 
uninhabited,  and  incapable  of        adly.  From  the  vaft  impene* 

being  made  dtherwife.  trabie  forefts,  which  not  only  oc- 

2.  That  tKofe  parts  that  could  cupied  a  great  part  of  the  couiw 
4dmit  of  inhabitants,  fuch  as  the  try,  but  bred  an  inHoite  number 
two  Eihiafias  wc  have  been  de«  and  variety  of  voracious  beafts, 

and 
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tainitig  ^OOb  ibulsj     their  other  moil  populous  towns  as 
coming  vaftly  fhorc  of  that  number ;  the  greater  part  of  them 


And  venomoos  iaieClsr  which 
iQade  no  lefs  dreadful  bayocle 
among  the  neighbouring  inha- 
bitants, ^ily.  From  the  vaft 
fpacious  moontain^  barren  and 
inacceffibie  in  their  natare,  and' 
which  covered  another  great 
part  of  their  country,  and  ren- 
dered it  altogether  uninhabit- 
able/ ithly^  From  the  vaft  fan- 
dy  and  barren  deiartSt  which 
took  np  a  third  and  coniiderable 
extent  of  ground,  altogether  in- 
ca4;>able  of  producing  any  fufte- 
nance  either  for  man  or  beaft. 
^thly ,  From  the  natural  and  he- 
reditary indolence  and  lazinefs 
of  the  people,  which  would  not 
permit  them  to  reap  the  tenth 
part  of  the  benefit,  which  by  la- 
bour .and  induilry  they  might 
eaiiiy  do,  from  their  fertile  land. 
The  confequence  of  which  neg- 
leGt  is,  that  they  are  frequently 
overtaken  with  grievous  famines, 
which  fweep  them  away  by  my- 
riads, and  fometimes  depopulate 
whole  kingdoms.  6khly,  From 
the  cruel  depredations  and  de- 
ibudtive  wars  which  one  king- 
dom or  tribe  waged  ag^nli  an- 
other, wherein  there  were  com- 
monly vaft  multitudes  killed  on 
both  fides,  and  perhaps  a  greater 
number  made  prifoners,  who 
were  fold  for  flaves,  and  (hipped 
off  for  America,  7thly,  From 
'  their  polygamy  i  wh^ch  was  al- 
lowed among  them  till  they 
were  converted^  and  is  Hill  in 
life,  not  only  among  the  uncon- 
verted, who  are  ilill  very  nume- 
rous>  but  even  among  multi- 


tudes of  tbofe  who  are  becdmt 
chriftians  only  in  part.  Off  only 
in  appearance ;    and  who,  tho* 
they  marry  but  one  wife,  yet  aU 
low  themfelves  a  m'Ultitud^  of 
concubines,  in  fpight  of  all  the 
remonftrancet  and  cenfures  of 
the  mtffionaries  and  priefts,  and 
which  u  allowed  to  be  a  hin- 
drance to  the  increafe  of  man* 
kind.     Sthly,   From  the  great 
number  of  hamanvi^tims,  which 
fome  of  the  barbarous  uncon'* 
verted  provinces,  fuch  as  the 
Giagas,  Jnxichi,  and   others  of 
whom  we  (hall  fpeak  in  the  fe- 
quel,  offer  to  their  idols,  as  well 
as  of  the  many  others  who  fail 
into'the  hands  of  thefe  inhuman 
anthropophagi,  who  torture  and 
butcher  them  in  fundry  ways, 
in-  ord^r  ^o  render  their  fkfk 
more  delicious  to  their  tade,  in- 
fomuch  that  they  expofe  it  to 
fale  in  their  fhambles,  as  we  do 
our  m utton  and  beef  ( i ).    Laft* 
ly,  and  to  name  no  more,  the  fre- 
quent earthquakes,  burning  and 
fttffocating  winds,  ilorms  orhail^ 
and  dread iui  lightnings,  moving 
fands,  and  other  the  like  di^t< 
ters,  to  which  thefe  countries  art 
more  or  lefs  fubje^.    All  rhefe 
put  together  were  the  fpecioua 
reafqixs  upon,  which  this,   and 
other,  realms  under  the  fame  cli- 
mate ^nd  difadvantagea,  were 
fuppofed,  and  even  affirmed,  tb« 
be  fo  thinly  peopled  (2),  con^  . 
trary  to  what  experience  hath 
fince  (hewn  (3),  as  the  readef 
will  find  them  to  be  by  what  if 
to  follow.    . 


(i)  Lopexap.  Pt'gafie.JH^i,  cap,  $•  (i)  Utifcta  Defer,  Gmm,  lii.  U* 

Jarrie  liejaur.  torn.  if.  c,  5.  Marmoh  jifrie,  torn.  \\\.  /,  9,  e.  14,  &  fij,  Dd» 
wVjr,  Dapper,  Comeill.  B^drand,  &  al.  -  (3)  Pigafir,  /,  i.  (.  a,  &  fip 
pafj.    Lab£$  t»  Cavamxit  twu  i.  £.  la,  ^  W.  m^  /«/. 
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as  contSaining  about  50  or  60  families  ;  and  the  reft  of  them  Mifrepre- 
as  ftill  proportionally  thinner  «.     Whereas  nothing  is  mortfi^^*^  h 
plainly^  or  more  unanimoufly,  contradified  by  thofe  who**^^'» 
have  been  in  thofe  parts,  and  have  had  all  the  proper  oppor- 
tunities of  being  better  informed.     Accordingly  we  find  the 
accounts  of  the  Portuguefe^   both  miilionaries  and  others^ 
point-blank  oppofite  to  them  ;  they  found  the  country  for  the 
moft  part  covered  with  towns  and  villages,  and  thofe  fwarm* 
ing  with  inhabitants  ;  the  cities  well  filled  with  people,  par-  Amteau* 
ticularly  the  metropolis  of  it,  which,  as  we  have  hinted  above,  thentic  ac* 
is  affirmed  to  have  at  the  mofl  but  about  5000,  is  found  to  count  9fit^ 
contain,  in  faft,  above  50,000  fouls.     The  provinces,  though  A«*^^''^ 
not  equally  populous,  yet  in  the  whole  make  up  fuch  an^^'^^iX- 
amount,  as  plainly  proves  that  what  is  wanting  in  the  one, 
is  amply  made  up  by  another.     Thus  we  are  told,  that  the 
duchy  of  Bemha  is  fttil  able  to  raife  200,000  fighting  men, 
,  and  was  once  in  a  condition  to  furnifh  double  that  number  ^ 
and  that  the  army  of  the  king  of  Kongo^  in  the  year  1665, 
contifted  of  no  lefs  than  900,000  fighting  men,  befides  an  in-  Their  vafi 
finite  multitude  of  women,  cliildren,  and  flaves,  and  all  raifed  ^uwugs^ 
out  of  his  dominions  above- defcribed  ;  to  which  if  we  add^ 
that  the  number  of  converts  to  chriftianity,  which  a  fmall 
number  of  capuchin  friers  made  among  the  more  civilized 
fort,  within  the  fpace  of  a  few  years,  is  affirmed  to.  have 
amounted  to  600,000  ;  and  that  the  more  barbarous  fort  are 
no  lefs  numerous,  though  confined  to  their  diick  forefk,  or 
on  the  tops  of  their  rocky  mountains ;  we  (hall  have  fo  little 
reafon  to  imagine,  with  the  authors  mentioned  in  the  laft 
note,  this  great  kingdom  to  be  depopulated  by  the  wars,  dift? 
eafes,  and  inufidations  that  frequently  rage  among  them,  or 
from  the  vafl  numbers  of  wild  and  venomous  creatures  that 
fwarm  in  moft  parts  of  it,  that  we  fhall  be  rather  apt  to  con- 
clude it  impoffible  forTuch  a  prodigious  number  and  confbmt 
increafe  of  natives  to  fubfift,  efpecially  confidering  their  ftrange 
negled  of  cultivating  their  lands,  without  being  forced  to  de- 
vour one  another,  unlefs  they  were  frequently  tinned  by  fuch 
deftrudlive  calamities  and  difafters  ^     To  all  this  we  ^^JtbeproJi^ 
add  the  furprifmg  fecundity  of  their  women,  the  hardinefs  gious/e^ 
with  which  they  bring  up  their  children,  and  the  ftoutnefs  cMndity  of 
and  healthinefs  of  their  men,  which,  if  the  miffionaries  may  their  wo-' 
be  credited,  is  fuch,  that  their  villages  and  hamlets  do  fo  men,  and 
fwarm  with  men,  women,  and  children,  that  a  father  -wiX  number  of 
exchange  one  or  two  of  the  latter  for  fome  commodity  he  children* 

•  Vid.  Picafet.  Linschot^  Davity,  Dapper,  Cavazzx 
ap.  Labat  torn.  i.  c.  2.    Corncille,  Bavdrand,  Martinier£ 
'  iub  Kongo.  ^  Cava«.  ubi  £iip.  &  ah  fup.  citat.      * 
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wants,  or.  even  for  fome  trifling  bawble  he  fancies  5  infoi- 
much  that  the  number  of  flaves  they  fell  abroad,  doth  feldonn 
amount,  communibus  annis^  to  lefs  than  fifteen  or  fixteeathou* 
fand.  Nor  can  their  poor  l6w  diet,  and  miferable  way  of  liv* 
ing,  be  objeded  as  a  hindrance  to  their  prodigious  increafe^ 
feeing  experience  fufficiently  adures  us  of  its  having  by  far 
the  advantage  of  luxury  and  high  living  in  this  refpe^i:  \  and 
we  can  have  no  greater  evidence  of  this  than  that  of  their 
foreflers  and  mountaineers,  who,  though  they  live  wholly  on 
roots,  herbs,  and  other  fpontaneous  product  of  their  impene- 
trable forefts,  and  high  barren  rocks  ^,  are  yet  by  far  the  mod 
numerous  and  prolific,  as  well  as  the  longeft  liv'd. 
negtmus     After  all  that  hath  been  faid  above,  and  ia the  foregoing 
of  the        note,  of  the  vaft  difadvantages  and  calamities,  poverty,  fla- 
KoDgoefe.  very,  and  fupinenefs,  which  this  kingdom  confiantly  labours 
under,  one  would  he  apt  to  think  it  impoffible  for  its  wretch- 
ed inhabitants  to  entertain  any  very  favourable,  much  lc6 
any  proud  and  big  conceits,  either  of  themfelves,  or  of  their 
country;  neverthelefs  if  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  that 
have  been  moft  converfant  among  them  may  be  credited, 
there  is  fcarce  a  nation  under  heaven  that  entertains  a  mor^ 
Wfb  eon-  exalted  idea  of  both,  than  this  of  the  Kongoejiy  or  is  more 
€eit  of      hardened  againft  all  conviflion  to  the  contrary,  from  reafon» 
thmfehois  experience,  or  the  moft  impartial  comparifon  with  other  coun* 
and  their   tries  in  Europe  or  JJla.    Neither  indeed,  can  they  eafily  be 
brought  to  think  otherwife,  when  it  is  one  of  the  fundamen- 
tals of  their  belief,  that  the  reft  of  the  world  was  the  work  of 
angels,  but  that  their  kingdom  of  KongOj  in  its  full  and  an« 
tient  extent,  was  the  handy- work  of  the  Supreme  Architedl,. 
and  muft  of  courfe  have  vaft   advantages  and  prerogatives 
above  all  others  ;  their  monarchs  muft  be  the  moft  opulent, 
wife  and  powerful,  and  their  fubjefls  the  nobleft,  richeft,  moft 
ingenious,  and  happieft  in  the  univerfe.     Tell  them  of  the 
magnificence  of  fome  of  the  European  or  Afiqtic  courts,  their 
immenfe  revenues,  the  grandeur  of  their  palaces  and  edifices^ 
the  riches  and  happinefs  of  their  fubje£b,  the  vaft  progrefa 
they  have  made  in  the  arts  and  fciences,  commerce,  manu- 
fadures,  and  other  advantages,  to  which  their  country  i$ 
wholly  a  ftranecr,  they  will  coolly  anfwer.  That  all  this  muft 
come  vaftly  ihort  of  the  dignity  and  fplendor  of  the  king$ 
and  kingdom  of  Kongo  (Y)  \  and  that  there  can  be  but  one 

Kongq 
^  lid.  ibid. 


country. 


4ndof 
their  mo* 
marcbs. 


(Y)  Thisftapid  conceit^  wc 
are  told,  extends  itfelf  to  thofe 
of  the  loweft  clafs,  and  moil  in- 
digent arc  uxnilances;  infomuch 


that  thofe  who  are  forced  to  beg 
or  borrow  a  finall  piece  of  linen, 
to  cover  a  new-born  infant,  ia 
order  to  bring  it  tp  th^  foht^ 
whea 
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K^Hgo  in  the  worM,  to  the  happinefi  of  whofe  mohlrch  and 
people  all  the  reft  were  created  to  contribute,  and  to  wbofb 
treaiury  die  fea  and  river  pay  their  conftant  tribute  of  ztmtiis 
(the  flidls  Which  are  their  current  coin),  whilft  othei'  princes 
tnaft  condefcend  td  enrkh  themfelv^s,  by  digging  through 
rocks  and  mountains,  to  come  at  the  excrements  of  th^ 
fcarth ;  for  fo  they  ftyte  gold  and  filver,  which  are  in  fuch  va- 
lae  among  other  nations  ^: 

AccoRDiNGiiY  they  imagine^  that  the  nations  that  come  Mikaofte 
tD  traffic  among  them  are  forced  to  that  fervile  enlploynierit  o/tJ^t,/, 
by  their  poverty  and  the  badnefs  of  their  country,  rather  than  iMhatragc 
induced  to  it  by  their  luxiiry  or  avarice  5    whilft  themfclves,  wth 
urith  the  utmoft  eafe  and  content,  can  indulge  thfeir  natural  ^^'«. 
indolence  and  (loth,  though  attended  with  the  moft  pinching 
hunger  and  mifery,  rather  than  difgrace  the  dignitv  of  their 
blood  by  any  kind  of  induftry ;  which,  how  laudable  ^nd  be- 
neficial foeVer,  is  looked  upon  by  them  only  as  a  lefler  degree  Caufa  of 
of  flavery.     Hence  it  is  that  they  are  neither  afliamed  or  ^^^> 
afraid  of  thtir  extreme  indigence  or  povertyj  though  it  obliges ^**'?/^ 
them  to  go  almoft  naked,  without  covering  on  their  heads,  or-^*'^  * 
flioes  to  their  feet ;  expofed  to  the  fcorchrng  beams  of  a  ver*  and  ex^ 
tical  fun  from  above,  and  the  burning  fand  and  ftones  from  tremifo* 
beneath.  With  the  fame  eafe  and  content  they  can  take  their  v/r(f . 
rfepofe  on  the  bare  ground,  either  in  their  wretched  huts, 
urtiich  are  expofed  to  all  winds  atul  weathers,  or,  if  need  re- 
quire it,  in  the  open  air,  without  any  inconvenience ;  or,  if 
they  contrad  any  diftemper  by  it,  without  any  other  help  or 
remedythan  patience  and  natural  ftrength.     Hence  it  is  that  Poornviy 
they  ch(ifeto  fupport  nature  with  fuch  a  fmall  quantity  of  grain  oflMff* 
or  pulfe  as  their  wives  can  fow  and  reap  j  or,  when  that  fails, 

^  PicAPiT.  1.  f.  c.  7.    Cavak.  ap.  Labat.  torn,  i.  c.  13.  p, 
si6,&feq« 

when  they  are  aiked,  how  they  ^eir  arrogance  to  a  much  great' 

will  have  the  child  named,  ne-  er  height,  and  never  fuffer  chofe 

vor  fail  to  tack  the  title  of  Don,  of  an  inferior  rank  to  addrefs 

or  Donna,  to  its  chrillian' name.  them»  but  with  bended  knees^ 

The  iame  Hyle    they   alfo  ufe  and  faces  bowed  to  the  ground, 

in  common  converfation,  where-  nor  to  receive  their  commands, 

iftthemeaneftandpooreftfcoun-  but  in  the  fame  fupplianc  pof- 

drels  never  addrefs  one  another  tore  (3).    A  ceremony,  which, 

without  the  title    of  Don,  or  however  extravagant  it  may  ap- 

DoDua;  in  the  fame  manner  as  pear  to  be,  is  no  kfs  in  vogue  in 

It  is  pradifed  by  the  better  fort.  Perhfgai,  if  not  brought  thither 

As  for  thefe  laft,  they  carry  ffom  thence. 

(3)  Lahat  in  Ca^a»,  torn,  i.  c,  13.  tS  aL  fup,  citat. 
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witl)  fome  fruits,  roots,  and  other  fpontaneous  vegetables,  ra- 
ther than  debafe  their  nobility  by  joining  their  hands  to  the 
plough  or  fpade.    And  on  the  fame  account  they  negleS  the  . 
breeding  of  cattle  of  any  kind,  how  profitable  foever  they 
might  prove  to  them,  and  allege,  that  it  is  too  mu^h  below 
their  dignity  to  take  the  care  of  beafts  upon  them  K 
ne burgh'      I*^  ^u^  ^^  owned,  however,  that  fince  the  coming  of  the 
gri  no<w     Portugttefe  into  thofe  parts,  their  example  hath  ftirred  up  ma* 
afplyto      ny  of  them  out  of  their  fantaftic  pride  and  ihameful  floth, 
fime  into  fome  kind  of  laudable  induftry.    The  munefi  konghy*, 

irndes;      or  burghers,  for  inftance,  who  had  till  dien  an  irreconcileable 
averfion  to  at)  forts  of  labour,  and  ufe4  to  fpend  their  whole 
time  in  linging,  fmoaking,  dancing,  and  other  idk  diverfiom, 
have  been  fince  excited  to  apply  their  thoughts  to  fome  ufeBil 
labours  ;  fuch  as  weaving  of  nets,  and  other  coarfe  ftufis, 
•    fawing  of  boards,  feveral  branches  of  carpentry,  and  othef 
trades.    But  it  muft  not  therefore  be  fuppofed  that  they  did 
any  more  in  it  than  fet  their  flaves  to  work,  and  make  a  gaijt 
of  their  labour,  without  giving  them  any  other  help  dian  that 
of  the  laih,  whenever  they  find  them  lazy  or  negligent. 
ms  do  tht.       ^^  ^^  manner  the  mobati,  or  thofe  who  live  in  villajges 
mobati^  or  ^^  hamlets,  have  alfo  learned  from  them  to  grub  and  cul« 
ftafants*    tivate  the  lands,  to  plough  and  fow,  and  to  weave  coarfe 
ftulFs  for  their  own  ufe.     But  even  thefe  ufually  commit  the 
mod;  laborious  part  to  their  wives  and  flaves,  without  the 
leaft  ambition  of  excelling  one  another  in  any  branch  under 
Moth  an    ^^c'l"  c^fc ;  and  this  hot  for  want  of  natural  capacity,  for  both 
uptto        thofe  burghers  and  peafants  who  are  moreconverfant  with  the 
A«r/r.        Poriuguije,  have  fxnce  difcoverbd  a  very  lucky  genius  and  rea« 
dinefs  to  imitate  chem  in  feveral  curious  works  ;  from  whick 
it  is  fuppofed  the  credit  and  profit  they  gain  by  it  will  fpur 
them  on  fiilt  to  farther  improvements. 

But  though  it  be  generally  efteemed  fo  much  ben^th  theic 
dignity  to  apply  to  any  ufeful  work,  yet  they  think  it  no  dif- 
Eongoefe  grace  to  beg  and  fteal.  With  refpefl  to  the  firft,  they  are  af- 
$bi  moft     thrmed  to  be  the  moft  fliamelefs  and  importunate  beggars  hv 
fiurdy  beg'  t^c  world  ;  they  will  take  no  denial,  fpare  no  crouching,  ly- 
gars,         jng^  prayers,  or  encomiums  to  obtain,  nor  curfes  and  ill  lan- 
guage when  fent  awgy  without  it.    With  regard  to  the  laft^ 
Puhltc       ^^1  deem  no  theft  unlawful  or  fcandalous,  except  it  be  com- 
fhiruing    knitted  in  a  private  matter,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
no/candal  perfpn  wronged.    In  all  other  cafes,  it  is  efieemed  a  piece  of 
9r  €rimi^    bravery  and  gallantry  to  wrench  any  thing  from  a  pedbn  bjr 
violence ;    and  this  kind  of  theft  is  fo  common,  hot  onljr 
among  the  vulgar,  but  among  their  great  ones,  that  they  make 

^  Lasat,  5ca]»ibid» 
4  jsa 
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no  Tcmplei  in  their  travels  from  place  to  place^  to  feite  netnigraw- 
only  upon  all  the  ^rovifipn^  they  meet  with,  in  towns  and  ^''w  «^^ 
villages,  but  likewifc  upon  any-thing  elfe  that  falls  in,  their'^'^  «^ , 
way  J  which  obliges  thofe  poor  people,  who  are  accuftomed  «Qf  •**v  ^''* 
fuch  violences,  to  conceal  the  few  valuables  they  have  in 
feme  fecret  places  out  of  their  knowledge  and  reach  ^  and 
they  think  themfelves  well  off  if  they  can  efcapc  a  cruel  baf- 
fonading,or  other  ftvere  ufage,  which  thefe  harpies  frequent* 
ly  make  ufe  of,  to  oblige  them  to  reveal  the  place  where  they 
lie  hid,  and  perhaps  a  fecond  bading,  as  a  puniihment  for  that 
concealmeiit  ^. 

The  complexion  of  the  genuine  natives,  both  men  zniThiircm" 
women,  is  black,  though  not  to  the  fame  degree,  fome  hting  piexion^ 
of  a  deeper  dye  than  others,  as  in  moft  countries  under  thisj^^fe^  &c. 
sone.  We  have  formerly  endeavoured  to  account  for  their 
being  of  that  fwarthy  colour ' ;  but  fince  their  intermixed  mar- 
riages with  Che  Portugueff^  they  have  varied  from  their  native 
hue  s  fome  to  a  dark  brown,  (ome  to  an  olive,  and  others  toi 
aUackifli  red,  efpecially  the  younger  fort.  Their  hair  is  black 
and  curled,  and  fome  have  it  alfo  of  a'dark  fandy  \  their  eyes 
are  moftly  of  a  fine  lively  black,  but  fome  of  a  dark  fea-co- 
lour;  they  have  neithet  flat  nofes  nor  thick  lips,  like  the  Nu^ 
Hans  and  other  negroes ;  their  ftature  is  moftly  of  the  middle  ^ 
£ze;  and,  excepting  their  black  complexion,  they  much  re* 
femble  the  Fortuguefe^  though  fome  of  them  are  more  fat  and 
flefliy  than  they  ">. 

They  are  for  the  moft  part  as  black  in  the  infide  as  thejygai^g 
are  on  the  out»  miftruftful,  jealous,  envious,  and  treacherous  \en*vioui 
and  where  they  once  take  a  diftafte  ot  affront,  will  fpare  no  nmftrt. 
pains,  nor  ffiw  at  any  bafe  means^  to  be  avenged  of,  and 
cruih  their  enemy  under  their  feet ;  whilft,  for  the  moft  part, 
^  the  occafion  of  the  quarrel  or  diflike,  is  only  the  fuccefs  or 
kapptnels  of  one  party  above  the  other.    Nor  need  it  feem 
firange,  when  we  confider  that  they  are  brought  up  without 
iny  the  leaft  natural  affedion,  either  to  their  neareft  relations,  J^ant  0/ 
or  even  between  their  parents  and  children,  huft)ands  znA^^^^^'ol 
wives }  infomuch  that  a  father  will  fell  a  fon  or  daughter,  ^J^Qim. 
or  perhaps  both,  for  a  piece  of  cloth,  a  collar  or  girdle  of  co-  ^»'"^f 
lal  or  beads,  and  often  for  a  bottle  of  wine  or  brandy  (Z)//{,7"^ 

Ahuf.^^ffJ 

^  Cavazzi  k  Labat,  qbi  fup.  Vid.  &  al.  fup.  citat.  >  An- 
cient Hift.  Vol.  i.  p.  99,  &  feq.  »»  PiOAfET^  Davits, 
Dafpir,  Cavazzi,  Labat^  k  al.  fap.  citat. 

(Z)  Oar  capuchin  roiflionary,  tvorfe  than  brutifh  unnatural- 
anong  other  iaiiances   of  this    nefs,  tells  us^  that  being  ooe  day. 

Fa  in  . 
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ttufimds  A  hufband  may  have  as  many  wives,  or,  if  a  chrifliai^,  zM 
tbtir  many  concubines,  as  he'  pleafes,  and  repudiate,  or  even  fell 
them,  tho'  with  child,  at  his  pleafure«  The  concubines  may 
get  thcmfcives  divorced  by  their  unfaithfulncfs ;  and,  if  but  tor 
lerably  handfome,  will  not  fail  of  meeting  with  men  that  will 
take  them  upon  thofe  terms.  The  very  wives,  though  it  be  a 
.wives get  capital  crime  for  them  to  break  the  conjugal  faith,  have  a  way 
rid  of  to  rid  themfelves  of  their  hulbands,  if  they  are  di&tisfied  with 
them,  or  have  fet  their  aiFe£tions  upon  fome  new  gallant ) 
which  is  by  falfely  accufing  themfelves  and  them  of  an  atroci- 
ous crime,  as  it  is  deemed  among  them,  of  which  we  iball 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  in  the  fequel.  Upon  fuch  accufation^ 
the  hufband  is  fure  to  be  put  to  death,  whilft  the  wife  is  left 
at  liberty  to  be  married  to  another  %  Where  therefore  the 
relation  between  men  and  their  wives,  and  concubines,  is  ex* 


nunnfet. 


How 


them* 


&al 


Cavazzi  ap.  Labat.  ubi  fup.  torn.  i.  c.  15.  p.  160.  Pigafbt. 


in  the  year  1654,  in  his  convent 
of  ^/.  Salvador t  a  private  man 
came  into  the  church  belonging 
to  it,  and  made  fuch  loud  and 
doleful  lamentations,  as  drew  the 
whole  convent  thither.  At  firft 
they  fuppofed  fome  dreadful 
mifchance  to  have  befallen  the 
poor  wretch;  but,  upon  ferther 
inquiry,  were  informed  by  him, 
that  the  extreme  mifery  he  la* 
boured  under,  had  reduced  him 
to  the  utmoil  defpair ;  that  he 
had  fold  all  his  brethren,  and 
one  filler  he  had,  and  next  to 
them  his  wives  and  children,  and 
lad  of  all|  his  father  and  mother, 
and  that  he  had  not  one  fouUeft 
of  his  family  to  make  a  penny 
of.  The  good  fathers,  ftrange- 
)y  furprifiKl  at  fuch  a  declara- 
tion, endeavoured  in  vain  to  con- 
vince him  what  an  unnatural 
xnonfter  he  was,  and  how  juftly 
deierying  he  was  of  a  worfe  fate 
than  that  he  complained  of.  He 
coldly  told  them*  that  he  had 
done  nothing  bat  what  had  been 


cooftantly  pra£lifed  in  that  coon* 
try,  and  there  could  benocrim« 
in  reducing  them  to.  the  flavilh 
condition  to  which  he  himfelf 
had  run  the  riik  of  being  reduced 
by  them  (4). 

It  will  not  be  amifs  to  be  ob- 
ferved  here,  that  tho^  thofe  in- 
human wretches  that  come  hi* 
ther  to  traffic  for  (laves,  openly 
declare  againft  buying  any  but 
what  are  already  fuch,  yet  they 
make  no  fcruple  to  buy  all  that 
are  brought  to  market  under  that 
notion.  In  vain  do  thefe  un- 
happy captives  proteft  them-^ 
felves  free,  and  the  neareft  rela- 
tions, perhaps « of  the  feller;  and 
that  they  were  kidnapped  by  him^ 
by  the  moil  atrocious  treachery. 
It  fuffices  thofe  harpies  that 
they  are  brought  to  the  market 
either  in  chains,  or  barely  bound 
with  a  rope,  and  that  the  feller 
fwears  them  to  be  otherwife,  to 
make  them  pay  the  price  down^ 
and  carry  them  off  as  (laves  (5). 


(4)  Lahst  ex  C^vaK»i  ubi  fuf.  tem^'u  <«  I3>  p**i*»&fit» 
Hid,  Q  .mL  /up.  fitMU 
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pofedtofuch  uncertain  fluduations,  it  is  not  to  bf  expeSed  Hokmr* 
tbere  fhould  be  any  natural  afFedion  between  them,  much  Ie(s  ^nony  in 
any  tcndcmcfi  or  proper  care  for  their  mutual  offspring,  while  tbiir/a* 
thcfelaftcanfee  themfelves  bought  and  fold  by  their  parent?  «'^«« 
without  the  leaft  concern,  well  knowing  that  it  will  be  the  in* 

'  tereft  of  their  new  mafter  to  feed  and  nourifli  them,  and  that 
perhaps  better  than  they  were  at  home,  where  the  whole  ma- 
nagement of  a  family  is,  as  we  have  already  (ctny  committed 
hjr  the  indolent  hufband  to  the  wife,  who,  tho'  perhaps  proud, 
31-natured,  wanton,  or  indifcreet,  keeps  the  reft  of  the  wives, 
coDcubines,  and  their  children,  under  an  abfolute  fubjedion  ^ 
The  religion  of  this  country,  before  the  Portuguefe  intro-  ^heir  r/. 

.  duccd  the  gofpel  into  it,  was,  and  is  ftill,  among  the  uncon-  %*^  ^ 
verted,  a  monftrous  compound  of  idolatry  and  fuperfiition,  ^«««ri^A/ 
and  of  the  moft  abfurd  and  deteftablc  rites  and  cuftoms,  in-  '^^'O'- 
vented  and  calculated  by  a  fet  of  gangas  (fo  they  ftyle  their 
priefts)  merely  to  keep  the  people  under  the  moft  cruel  tyran- 
ny, fubjedion,  and  mifery.    Wc  obferved  indeed,  at  the  be* 
ginnmg  of  this  fedion,  that  they  acknowleged  a  fupreme  be- 

3,  whom  they  call  in  their  language  Nzambiam-pongUj  and 
ieve  to  be  all-powerful,  and  to  whom  they  afcribe  the  crea- 
tion of  their  country ;  but  this  did  not  hinder  them  from  af- 
firming, that  he  had  committed  all  fublunary  things  to  the 
care  and  government  of  a  great  multitude- and  variety  of  (ubor-  Plurality 
I  dinate  or  inferior  deities ;  fomc  to  prcfide  over  the  air,  others  »f  inferi'.r 
I  over  the  fire,  fea  and  earth,  lakes  and  rivers,  winds,  ftorms,  ^f^ties  and 
i  rains,  lightnings,  and  drought,  heat  and  cold,  men  and  beafts,/^<^^ 
fowls  and  fifties,  trees,  fruits,  and  other  produds,  fertile  and 
barren,  healthy  and  fickly  feafons,  and,  in  a  word,  on  all  the 
bleffings  and  curfes  to  wbiph  this  world  and  all  its  inhabitants 
»e  fubjeded,  according  to  their  blind  votaries  care  or  negled 
of  rendering  thofe  fubsUtern  deities  more  or  lefi  propitious  to  ^   . 
them.    Hence  proceeds  that  imnaenfe  multitude  of  falfe  de-  ^^"f«^A^ 
ities,  idols,  and  altars,  s^nd  that  prodieioua  variety  of  gan-^'^^'^*^i 
p«  or  priefts,  and  fuperftitious  rites,  that  are  ftill  ^n  vogue  ^ /J^^^" 
in  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which  have  not  yet  r^eived 
the  gofpel,  cfpecially  towards  the  eaft,  to  fay  nothing  of  a 
peat  number  of  them  which  are  ftill  pradiifcd  among  thofe  ^om$  n* 
who  neverthelefs  make  open  profeflion  of  chriftianity  P,  and  *^^d  hy 
which  it  hath  not  been  in  the  power  of  the  mifSonaries  to  abo-  ^^*  ^brijii- 
l|Bi.  «««• 

But  tho'  the  ignorant  people  were  taught  by  their  l^navifli 
priefts  to  acknowlege  fach  a  variety  of  inferior  deities,  they 
were  left  wholly  at  liberty  to  ma\icc  which  of  them  they 
(bought  fit  the  obje^  of  their  worftiip  and  confidence,  and 

*  lid. ibid,  k  al.  fup.  citat,        p  Pioapit.  k al.  fop.  citat. 
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Rfrefett'   to  rcprefcHt  them  in  what  (hapc  they  plcafcd,  whether  of 
taHonspf  living  creatures,  as  ferpentsy  crocodiles,  lions,  tygcrs,  he- 
their  gods,  goats,  13 c,  or  of  trees  and  plants  of  diflfercnt  kinds  ;  or,laftly,^ 
»       of  ftatues  or  images,  unlkilfully  carved  or  painted,  fomc  of 
which  they  worfhipped  in  their  houfes,  and  others  in  forry 
Way  of     temples  ereded  to  them.     Their  worfliip  confifted  indiffe- 
nuQrJhifing  rently  in  geniiflexions,  proftrations,  fumigations,  and  .other 
thm,        fy^-jj  fuperftitious  rites  j  but  wh^t  was  moft  infifted  on  by  the 
gangas,  and  without  which  all  the  reft  was  unavailable,  was. 
the  offering  to  them  fome  of  their  moil  valuable  efieds^, 
trhether  for  food,  apparel,  or  other  ufeful  purpofes ;  in  this 
^onfifted  the  principal  income  of  the  gangas,  who  fetl  theai( 
the  favour  of  thofe  deities  at  the  moft  e^^tortionate  price,  and 
(et  up  for  the  fole  brokers  and  retailers  of  thofe  bleffings,  ac- 
cording to  the  price  the  pretended  difpenfer  whoni  they  invoke 
is  plcafed  to  fet  upon  them. 
Their  gan^      These  gangas  are  the  erranteft  and  ijnoft  irtipydent  tricky 
gas,  or       fters,  perhaps,  in  the  world  ;  they  fpare  np  ftratagem  or  kna- 
friejfj;       very,  where- ever  idolatry  flill  reigns,  to  harden  their  votaries 
in   it,  and  deter  them  from  embracing  chriftianity,  under 
pretence  that  all  the  calamities  that  happen,  either  public  or 
private,  are  the  unavoidable  effefls  of  the  anger  and  refent- 
ment  of  their  gods,  not  only  againft  the  apoftates  from  their, 
worfliip,  but  againft  their  votaries,  for  fufFering  ftrangers  to 
conie  in  amorlg,  and  debauch  them  from  it.     So  that  thefe 
mil  V  etch  g^^^^y  barpies  are  the  only  enemies  who  oppofe  the  miffio- 
krrpitj,      naries ;  and,  were  it  not  for  them,  the  people  might  be  ea- 
fily  reconciled  to  chriftianjty,  were  it  only  to  be  freed  fronx 
a  thoufand   extortions    and   tyranni^   which   they  exereife. 
,   againft  them,  of  which  the  few  inftances  we  (hall  fubjoin  ii^ 
the  margin  will  fuffice,  to  fliew  with  what  furprifmg  ftupi- . 
dity  and  implicit  blincjnefs,  they  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon,  fleeced,  and  tyrannifed  over,  by  thefe  religious 
plood-fuclfers,  merely  from  the  dread  th^y  are  kept  in,  that 
the  leaft  difobedience  or  difregard  to  their  copimands  would 
infallibly  b^  followed  by  fome  dreadful  judgn(iem  from  theif 
gods  q  (A). 

M 

%  La|at,  PiCAFEt. &:a1.  fop.  citat. 

( A )  As  It  could  not  but  prove  eil  fubj^£lion  ^d  dxeidx  we  (baU 

tedious  and  irkfome,  both  to  us  content  ourfelves  with  expofing 

and  our  readers,  to  ran  through  fome  of  the  moft  flagrant  ones, 

the    man: fold    impofiures  and  which  arc  publickly  pradifed 

ktoavifti  prafticesby  tt^hich  thofe  amphg  them,  as  a  fpecimen  of 

religious  chartajans  keep  their  the  reft.     They   are  thofe  thut 

trjiatU4t«d  volV'CS  in  the  gtkt-  foU6VV :  *     '      * 
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As  thefe  unhappy  wretches  are  vtry  numerons^^and  extiend  Extent  of 
themfelves  vaftiy  (owards  the  eaftern  parts  of  the  kin^om,  their  {ouw 

fo  fry* 


ift.  They  uiSill  into  them  a 
ina  belief,  that  no  public  cala*- 
nities,  fach  a3  earthquakes,  in- 
tijudations,  heats,  drooghts,  (mo- 
theriag  fandsyto  which  this  coan^ 
try  is  often  fubjed,  peftilence, 
^ine,  and  fuch-like,  happen 
onto  chem,  but  through  the  dif- 
pleafore  of  their  gods,  between 
whom  and  them  they  pretend  to 
i)e  the  fole  mediators,  and  of 
coarfe  the  proper  judges  of  what 
bcrifices,  oblations,  (5fr.  are  ne* 
cfflkry  to  diiarm  theiranger,  and 
remove  the  puni(hment;  and 
thefe  never  fail  of  proving  very 
heavy  on  the  laity,  though  in 
ever  fo  extreme  poverty.  If 
thefe  facceed,  new  ones  muft  be 
inade  by  way  of  tbankfgiving ; 
if  the  contrary,  their  inefficacy 
is  owing  either  to  their  inf ufGci- 
CDcy,  or  fome  other  default  i  fo 
that  the  blame  is  fare  to  lall  up- 
00  die  people,  whilit  thofe  vile 
jugglers  muft  go  ftill  unfufped- 
ed,  without  lofmg  one  grain  of 
their  credit  or  authority }  or,  if 
they  fhould,  have  variety  of  art- 
ful and  malicious  ways  to  palli- 
ate their  frauds,  and  poniih  the 
detedors  of  them,  by  fummoa- 
iog  them  before  the  Cbalome^  or 
higfaprieH's  tribunal,  where  they 
are  fure  to  be  judged  and  con- 
demned .  without  mercy,  to  no 
lefs  than  fome  cruel  death. 

zdly,  They  are  no  lefs  fraught 
with  knavifh  Uratagems  in  pri- 
yate  cal^ities  ;  if  any  perfon 
in  a  family  be  fick,  or  in  grie« 
?0Q$  pain,  or  any  other  afftidion^ 
he  moft  begi(i  with  appealing  the 
gods  by  fuch  facrifices  as  the 
ganga  prefcribes.  If  thefe  fail, 
aad  he  cannot  aSbrd  to  offer 


new  ones,  the  jpatieot  is  confined 
to  fome  uneaiy  pofture,  out  of 
which  he  muft  not  ftir  upon  any 
pretence  ;  if  he  cannot  coniip^e 
in.it,  which  is  perhaps  abfolute- 
\y  impoflible  for  him  to  do,  the 
tutelar  god  is  difpleafed,  and  re- 
fuies  to  recover  or  heal  him  :  if 
he  is  ftrong  or  refolute  enough 
to  bear  it  out,  and  no  cure  fol- 
loiys,  then  fome  enemy  hath  be* 
witched  him  by  fome  powerful 
charm,  which  muft  be  counter- 
mined by  a  fuperior  power,  or 
the  prieft  muft  find  out  the  ene- 
my, and  accufe  him  before  a 
Quorum  of  the  fame  juggling 
tribe. 

Here,  3dly,  he  may  purge 
himfclf  from  the  crime  by  feve- 
ral  kinds  of  ordeals  which  ar« 
allowed  and  pradifed  among 
them ;  fome  by  fire,  others  by 
water,  others  by  a  poifoned 
draught,  which  is  to  kill  him 
if  guilty,  or  prove  harmlefs  if 
he  is  innpcent.  But  in  all  theie 
cafes,  the  ganga  hath  the  whol^ 
management  of  the  trial,  and 
can  order  it  foby  his  artful  jog. 
ling,  that  the  guilty,  if  he  bribe 
him  but  high  enough,  (hall  go 
through  any  of  thefe  trials  un- 
hurt, and  be  cleared ;  whilft  th^ 
innocent,  for  want  of  that  cau« 
tion,  ihall  die  ander  it,  and  he 
adjadged  guilty.  What  is  ft  ill 
worfe,  thefe  villains  will  often 
take  bribes  from  both  fides,  and 
acquit  tjiat  which  gives  mQ% 
or  which  they  like  beft ;  fo  that 
a  perfon,  in  fpight  of  his  inno- 
cence and  large  bribes,  fhall  be 
condemned  as^oilty,  and  the 
criipi^al  or  fane  accufer  come 


off  with  triumph; 
?4        ' 


4thly, 
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fo  they  are  divided  into  as  many  fe£b  as  they  form  communi- 
ties, every  one  of  which  have  their  peculiar  godV)  manner  of 
worihip,  and  their  different  kind  of  gangas,  and  every  ganga 
Off  CIS  of  hath  his  particular  office,  the  bare  mention  of  which  woidd 
their         both  tire  our  readers,  and  carry  us  too  far  beyond  our  bounds. 
gMgas.        Some  of  thefe  gangas  are  applied  to  procure bleffings,  otheiir 
^  avert  judgments,  to  cure  difeafes,  to  undo  witchcrafts  and 


4thly,  They  have  an  eodl^fs 
variety  of  juggling  tricks,  to  ex- 
tort moDey  from  the  credalous 
and  fearful  laity;  from  feme 
for  preferving  tliem,  their  fami« 
lies,  lands,  and  houfes,  from  evil 
demons,  enchantments,  and  other 
difafters ;  from  others  for  remov- 
ing them :  in  a  word,  there  is  no, 
caie  or  circumftance  in  life,  or 
any  thing  that  happens,  out  of 
'which  they  do  not  fqueeze  fome 
gain,  without  troubling  them- 
felves  about  the  good  or  ill  fuc- 
cefs  of /thofe  pretended  helps 
which  they  fell  to  them  at  fo 
dear  a  price,  their  chief  concern 
being  only  to  be  well  paid  be- 
fore-hand. 

But  the  mod  dangerous  and 
diabolical  notion  which  they  in- 
fiill  into  the  people  is^  that  no 
man  or  woman  can  die  natural- 
ly, but  that  their  death  is  occa- 
iioned  by  the  anger  of  the  gods, 
who  permit  fome  malevolent 
member  of  the  community  to 
bewitch  them  to  death  ;  fo  that 
the  ngombo,  who  pretends  to 
have  an  extraordinary  power  of 
curing  all  manner  of  difeafes, 
having  tried  all  his  medicines 
and  charms  on  his  patient  to  no 
purpofe,  makes  no  fcruple  to 
pronounce  him  bewitched  to 
death.  The  friends  of  the  de- 
ceafed  being  defirous  to  bring 
the  offender  to  punifbment,  he 
has  recourfe  to'  his  conjuring  de- 
lu&ons,  which  a;-e  performed  ei- 


ther in  public  pr  private,  accord- 
ing as  he  is  paid  by  them,  in  or» 
der  to  find  him  qu^  If  in  pn« 
vate,he  gets  them  into  his  houfe» 
and  aft^r  many  frightful  exor- 
cifms,  contorfions,  and  other 
pranks,  gives  only  fome  vague 
and  obfcure  defcription  of  him  | 
by  which  however  fome  of  the 
mbft  fanguine  pretend  to  Jcnow 
him  well  enough  to  lead  all  th$ 
reft  tp  fome  innocent  per(bn^ 
whoni  they  mafiacre  without 
icruple  or  liiercy.  If  the  cere^ 
mony  be  performed  iii  pubirc, 
he  makes  choice  of  fome  woody 
or  gloomy  place,  where,  having 
,  played  all  his  former  pranks,  h^ 
rufhes  furioufly  on  fome  one  oF 
the  company,  feizes  and  ties  him 
faft,  as  the  guilty  perfon;  whq 
is  thence  led  to  a  place,  where, 
by  way  of  ordeal,  he  is  obliged 
to  drink  a  draught,  which  the 
ngombo  hath  taken  care  to 
charge  with  fuch  ftrpng  poifon^ 
as  never  fails  of  difpatching  hini^ 
and  proves  him  guilty  in  the 
eyes  of  the  multitude. 

We  hope  we  have  by  this  tinw 
faid  enough  to  convince  the  rea- 
der of  the  miferable  thraldom 
under  which  thofe  infernal 
guides  keep  the  poor  infatuateci 
provinces,  and  of  the  chief  and 
devilifh  arts  they  nfe  to  prevent 
chriftianity  from  getting  ground 
in  thofe  countries.  The  reader 
may  fee  more  in  our  author  if 
he  thinks  it  w6rth  his  while  {6;« 


(6)  Lahat  ex  Cavesaxi^  tout,  i.  f •  14,  &  /cf. 
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encbantineiits ;  others  are  confulted  about  making  of  was, 

^e  fuccefr  of  their  excurfions,  proper  times  for  fowing  and 

reaping,  about  repaying  their  deities  with  proper  rites  and  fa- 

crifices  for  UeiEngs  received,  appealing  their  anger  whencfaaf* 

tifed  by  them,  ami  fuch-like :  in  all  which  cafes,  they  muft 

jKver  come  empty-handed,  or  refufe  to  pay  a  price  equiva*  Sa^JN'^ 

lent  to  the  Weffingdefired.  They  are  generally  fo  fcrupulous  tiwi/tk^ 

and  fearful  in  this  refped,  that  they  will  not  venture  to  build  t*^^* 

a  houfe  or  hut  without  confulting  fome  ganga,  and  putting  the 

fabric  under  the  protedion  of  a  deity ;  neitiier  doth  the  owner 

dare  enter  into  the  poiTeffion  of  it,  without  having  previoufly 

employed  the  ganga  to  make  the  proper  facriiices,  fumigations, 

?nd  other  ceremonies,  in  order  to  fecure  that  protedion.  The 

fame  caution  is  obferv^d  in  almofl  every- thing  elfe  \  and  even 

the  Giagasy  the  moft  barbarous  people  of  this  kingdom,  never 

venture  to  put  the  fickle  into  their  harvefl,  till  they  have  pre* 

Yioufly  ofBsred  various,  and  even  human,  victims  to  their 

gods,  and  gorged  their  gangas  themfelves  with  human  fleib, 

and  die  firft  fruits  of  their  ground  r. 

Excepting  their  new  moons,  they  have  no  fet  fefiivals  or  A^^wsmmt. 
times  of  worfhip,  bqt  fuch  as  the  ganga  iliqui,  or  prefident,  and  other 
appobts,  either  ad  libitum^  or  as  occ?fion  is  fuppofed  to  ic^frftivah^ 
qture  them ;  as  after  a  vidory,  a  good  harveft,  or  any  other 
public  bleffing.    'Tis  he  who  hath  the  privilege  to  appoint  the 
racriiices,  and  other  rites  proper  to  the  folemnity,  to  receive 
the  appointed  o£Ferings  from  the  people,  and  to  oner  them  up* 
on  the  altars  of  their  deities  :  he  likewife  prefcribes  the  other  Cenrnmia 
ceremonies,  rejoicings,  muiic,feafiings,  and  dancing,  which  are  •bfirvuL 
to  aown  the  folemnity,  and  which  are  all  of  fo  fbocking  and 
barbarous  a  nature,  accompanied  with  fuch  intemperate  eat- 
ing, drinking,  hideous  bowlings,  robuft  exercifes,  immodeft 
dances,  geftures,  and  anions,  as  are  only  fit  for  the  worfhip 
of  fome  infernal  furies. 

But  the  higheft  in  power  and  dignity  of  the  whole  priefily  n^  cha* 
Iribe^  is  he  whom  they  flyle  ihalome,  or  chalombe,  whom  lomU  bigt 
the  people  look  upon  as  a  kind  of  deity.    It  is  to  him  they  dignity, 
ofier  the  firfl  of  their  whole  produA,  with  the  moft  fcrupu«  Firftfrmtt 
k>us  exa£biefs ;  they  are  moftly  brought  to  him  by  the  mafter  p^d  h 
of  the  family  and  his  principal  wife,  with  fongs  and  mufic  ^<«>* 
fiutable  to  the  pccafion  :  if  he  is  fatisficd  with  them,  he  bids 
them  go  and  live  merrily,  and  exped  an  hundred-fold  againft 
the  next  harveft :  if  not,  he  fend^  them  away  with  tokens  of 
diflike.    When  fowing  time  is  come  again,  they  bring  him^^ 
fre(h  prefent ;  in  return  for  which,  he  fends  fome  fervant  of 
his  to  go  and  ftrike  the  firft  ftroke  of  the  fp^df  o^  ms^ttocH 

'  lid.  ibid.  Davity,  DAfPEi^,  k  a}, 
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into  fhe  ground,  which  they  efteem  as  a  great  bleffng  upon 

their  future  harveft ;.  and  which^  if  it  anfwers  their  hopes, 

they  never  fail  to  interpret  as  riie  eiFe£Wof  fcis  powerful  in- 

terceiHon  with  their  gods  ;   but  if  the  contrary,  they  are  ia£si« 

tuated  enough  to  attribute  it  to  fome  default  of  their  own. 

Fo  per  fin       No  perfon  of  any  rank  is  allowed  to  come  into,  or  even 

fmssitear  near,  the  houfe  of  the  chalombe,  under  the  fevereft  penaltiesif 

fhir         unlefs  It  be  by  his  permiffion>  Or  on  fome  moft  urgent  occa- 

ifou/es.       lion  J  becaufe  it  is  there  that  he  pretends  to  keep  the  facred 

SacreJ/re  fire,  which  he  diftributes  amongft  them  at  a  very  high  rate. 

ieptitt       Here  likewife  he  keeps  his  fovercign  tribunal,  not  only  for 

u'^  k'  f  ^^I'g'o^s?  but  likewife  for  civil  matters,  for  the  difpatch  of 

Hts  chief  ^jj^^i^  jjg  appoint?  a  certain  number  of  fubftitutes  or  delegates, 

trt  una  .    ^^^^  whom  he  prefides  in  chief.     This  gives  him  fucb  an  qn-^ 

Qnai       controulable  authority  and  fway,  that  if  a  perfon  be  fent  fou-* 

f^er.      za,  or  governor,  over  them,  they  dare  not  acknowlege  or  obey 

him,  unlefs  he  be  previoufly  approved  of  by  him.  This  oblige9 

thofe  governors  to  pay  a  Angular  regard  to  him,  and  to  buj 

his  friendihip  and  protedion  at  an  extravagant  price.    Thejr 

mud  likewife  be  very  cautious  not  to  do  any  thing  of  a  public 

or  even  military  nature  without  his  approbation,  or  to  attempt 

Qowrn^n  the  obtaining  of  that  by  any  means,  but  by  dint  of  prefents^ 

fourt  hts    But  when  once  a  right  underftanding  is  fixed  between  them, 

froUSion^  they  become  fuch  an  cffe<2ual  fupport  to  each  other,  that  they 

fleece  and  tyrannize  each  in  his  particular  province,  withouf 

any  oppofition  or  danger;  by  which  means  the  civil  ofiicer 

feldom  fails  of  repayirg  himfelf,  with  intereft,  the  prodigiouji 

extortions  which  he  is  obliged  to  pay  to  the  chalombe*. 

High  re-        Such  is  the  deep  regard  which  the  pec^e  pay  tp  this  chief 

gardpaid  pricft^  that  they  think  it  a  capita!  and  unpardonable  crime  to 

tohim  in    have  any  conjugal  commerce  with  their  wives  or  concubines 

Ins ab fence,  all  the  time  that  he  is  abfent  from  his  ufual  refidence,  either 

upon  public  or  private  affairs  \  of  which  he  always  takes  care 

to  giye  them  previous  notice,  as  well  as  of  his  return.    And 

the  natives,  though  otherwife  very  libidinous,  are  exceeding 

careful  to  abftain  from  it,  for  fear  of  puttirtg  themfelves  into 

the  power  of  thofe  frail  and  vindidlive  females.     Notwith* 

{landing  which  it  fometimes  happens,  that  a  woman,  weary 

0^  her  hufband,  will  accufe  him  of  incontinence  at  this  time, 

n^erely  to  get  rid  of  him,  and  marry  another.    Among  all  tho 

high  notions  which  thofe  unhappy  provinces  entertain  of  this 

gr^nd  impqftor,  there  is  one,  however,  which  prevails  among 

fs  n^  to     tteem  which  is  not  fo  advantageous,  nor,  in  all  probability,  fo 

die  a  na-    agreeable  to  him  ;  vi%.  that  he  is,  by  the  dignity  of  hi;s  o^cc» 

tvrat         exempt  from  dying  a  natural  death }   and  that,  if  i|  fhoukl 
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ever  happen  otherwifc  to  any  of  them,  the  world  would  foon 
be  at  an  end.  To  prevent  this  fatal  calamity^  they  no  fooner 
perceive  his  life  to  "be  in  danger,  e'ther  through  ficknefs  or 
old  ige^  than  his  fucceflbr  is  impowered  to  go  and  difpatch 
faim  with  his  own  hand,  either  by  knocking  him  on  the  h^a^ 
with  a  green  cudgel,  or  by  flrangling  him  with  a  rope  S  and  is 
immediately  after  initialled  into  his  dignity* 

How  this  fuccelEonis  efi^blifhed  among  them,  whether  O^ir 
by  eledion  or  inheritance,  our  author  doth  not  tell  us;  though  ricmJ^s  of 
he  hath  givisn  us  a  very  particular  account  of  his  fuUiitutes,^A»^«i4ii|^ 
and  of  their  different  ranks  and  di{tin£toiEcesi  with  which,  ^f*^'*!* 
however,  we  ihall  not  trouble  our  readers  here,  feeing  thefe 
mincers  are  no  better  than  a  fet  of  tyrannic  extortioners, 
W*d  arrant  cheats,  like  their  principal*     Ncverthdefs,  for  the 
fake  of  thofe  who  are  curious  in  fuch  matters,  we  think  It 
not  amife  to  fubjoin  in  the  margin  a  (hort  account  of  theit 
fevcral  ranky  and  provinces  (B),  and  refer  them  to  i«*athath 

been 
*  lidemjibid^  p.  i6o,&  fcq. 

(B)  The  next  in  rank  to  the    apply  for  redrefsj,  not  as  to  % 


fhllome  is  called  nghombo;  \ve 
We  fpoken  fomething  of  his 
office  and  knaviQi  tricks  in  the 
M  note.  He  pretends,  more- 
over, to  pry  into  futurity,  and 
is  confulted  both  in  public  and 
private  affairs ;  but,  like  the  old 
heathen  oracles,  delivers  his  an- 
swers in  fach  obfcore  terms,  as 
to  ficcure  a  hole  to  creep  otit  at» 
kt  the  event  prove  how  it  will, 
lie  diftributes  charms  and  amu-^ 
ku  againft  difeafes  and  other 
xni^ortanes}  feme  of  his  vota- 
^^  who  have  been  fince'  con- 
Terted,  having  brought  thefe 
amulets  to  the  4iiffionari«8,  they 
kave  been  found  to  contain  nor 
tbing  but  dirt  and  rubbifh*  tho* 
^e  made  theni  pay  dear  enough 
far  them.. 

The  third  rank  of  |;angas  is 
^led  Dgofei ;  his  o^e  is  to  in-* 
tenfe  their  idols,  not  with  odo- 
riferous gums,  but  with  Cnaoke 
pf  burnt  ftraw,  which  gives  them 
^Befame  complexion  with  their 
votaries.  It  is  to  this  ngofex  that 
^Oj^^wrtn^d  and  oppreffed 


judge,  but  as  to  a  miniller  ^ho 
is  U)  obtain  it  for  them  from  the 
gods.  Asfoo9  therefore  as  hit 
client  and  he  are  agreed  aboQC 
the  price,  he  cuts  off  a  lock  of 
his  hair,,  and  having  mixed  it 
with  fpme  ftraw,  he  fumigates 
the  idoi  with  it,  recommending 
his  client's  caufe  to  him,  and  de^ 
fires  him  to  avenge  him  not  ox^r 
\y  agaiaft  his  adv^r{ary,  but  alfq 
againff  hi«  whole  liamily.  Thia 
oiGce*  which  is  fo  fuitable  to  the 
revengeful  and  envious  nativesi» 
could  not  fail  of  b^eing  advanta- 
geous to  the  owner,  had  he  an 
much  power  to  hart  as  he  pre* 
tends. 

The  fourth  in  rank  is  the  npii^« 
di,  who  fets  up  for  fuperinten^ 
dant  ofthe.atmofpfaere,  and  tq 
bring  down  rain,  thunder,  and 
lightning  in  their  due  feafon  f 
and  as  thefe  are,  generally  fpeak^ 
ing,  very  i^ular,  he  always 
takes  care  to  rear  fome  litdi^i 
mounts,  againft  that  time,  about 
his  houfe,  which  is  commoidy 
buil(  oA  foxAc  emii^nt  jpiace,  or 
Vhe^^ 
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been  faid  in  the  laft  note,  of  their  various  ways  of  cheating 
\  and  fleecing  the  credulous  people. 

These  confiderations,  joined  to  the  abominable  rites  which 
Fain  «»-  ^^y  ^^^^  introduced  in  their  worfliip,  of  which  we  have  al- 
deavQurs  ^eady  given  fome  flagrant  infl:ances,  hath  infpired  the  kings 
io  aboltflf  and  princes  of  Kongo  with  a  truly  laudable  zeal  of  extirpating 
fd^Utrf,    fo  deteflable  a  religion  out  of  their  dominro^is  ^  and  they  have 


wbeve  feveral  roads  meet :  thefe 
mounts  he  adorns  with  little 
flags  and  other  trinkets,  to  draw 
the  people  to  him  ;  and  it  is  to 
the  pretended  conjaring  tricks 
which  he  performs  before  them, 
and  for  which  he  is  well  paid, 
fhat  they  afcribe  the  feafonable 
rains,  thunders,  C5^f .  that  follow; 
^nd  if  they  chance  to  fail,  as  it 
fometimes  happens,  it  only  gives 
him  a  handle  to  exafl  a  freib  iri* 
bu^e,  in  order  to  appeafe  the  an- 
gry gods  of  the  air  by  richer  an^ 
more  acceptable  facrifices. 

Thefe  may  ferve  as  a  fpeci- 
men  of  the  reft  of  thefe  jugglers, 
whom  the  credulous  miffioiiaries 
believed  to  be  real  conjurers,  and 
the  ignorant  natives  reverence, 
4s  endowed  with  fundry  fuper- 
Aaturat  powers,  fome  over  the 
fire,  others  over  the  water;  fome 
prefide  over  the  produfk  of  the 
earth,  the  cattle,  birds,  ^c.  and 
convey  the  visuals  and  other 
offerings  for  the  dead  to  their 
fouls  in  the  other  world  ;  and  all 
thefe  are  fo  many  famiflied 
leaches,  which  fuck  the  blood 
and  vitals  of  the  laity. 

One  thing  we  muft  obferve 
here  to  our  readers ;  viz,  that 
when  our  author  fpeaks  of  the 
ehiibnfie,  nghombo,  ngofei,  Vc. 
in  the^  Angular  number,  he,  doth 
not  mean  that  there  is  bat  one 
o^  each  fort  thro*  the  vaft  hea* 
thenifh  provinces  of  this  king- 
dom, bolt  as  thofe  territories  are 


divided  into  a  great  variety  of 
diftrids  or  communities,  to  evC" 
ry  one  of  them  hath  a  fetof ' 
tho(e  idolatrous  gangas,  fubor* 
dinate  as  above,  with  one  chi« 
iQme  at  their  head ;  each  of  theni 
bearing  much  the  fame  oi^ce  in 
one  4iftri£l  as  in  the  other,  w^^ 
ail  of  them^  in  their  refpedjv^ 
ranks,  abufing  their  authority 
and  credit  over  the  infatuated 
people  to  t)ie,woril  porjpofes,  the 
impoverifliing  an4  enuaving  of 
them  to  enrich  tliemfeives^?). 
Thus  we  are  told  that  the  chi- 
lome,  or,  as  he  is  there  called, 
the  chilomba,  of  the  duchy  of 
^if«^/,  who  wears  his  long  hair 
tied  up  in  fliff  treifes,  and  adornr 
ed  with  bugles  and  other  trin- 
kets about  his  head,  fo  as  to  r^ 
femb|e  one  of  the  A*virman  fu- 
ries, will  not  fo  much  asfaffep 
any  of  his  laity  to  look  him  ia 
the  face,  or  approach  him,  with- 
out his  leave;  which  muft  be  paid 
for  before  it  can  be  obtained. 
This  chief,  when  he  comes  out 
of  his  houfe  to  give  audience^ 
hath  always,  according  to  fathev 
tSeronimo  dt  monte  yarcbio  (a 
capuchin  miflionary,  who  had 
refided  a  conflderable  time  in 
thofe  parts)  one  of  his  deities 
carried  before  him,  by  four  of 
his  minifters,  lying  at  full  length, 
on  a  kind  of  bier,  fuch  at  «V8 
formerly  u(ed  to  carry  our  dead 
upon  to  their  graven  (8).« 


<;)  L^bat  «x  CsvM»»i,  fm,  i.  /.  15,^.  254,  j^fef,        (8)  M  i^id,  p,  %jq* 
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frequently  ordered  the  fecular  power  to  a£ft  the  miifionaries 
in  fo  pious  a  work.    But  thofe  minifters  of  Satan  have  hither- 
to found  means  to  elude  all  thofe  endeavours ;  fo  that  they  no 
fooner  faw  themfelves  in  danger  of  being  befet  by  the  royal 
troops  in  one  place,  but  they  immediately  caufed  their  votaries 
to  flee  into  another,  or  to  retire  into  impenetrable  woods  and 
defarts,  or  uponfome  inacceffible  mountains,  farenough^  as  they 
diink,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  fword,  either  of  the  fleib  or  fpirit ; 
fotbat  thefe  zealous  princes  have  at  length  been  forced  to  ftop 
their  purfuit,  for  fear  of'occafioning  at  laft  fome  grievous  re*  Dawtrdf^ 
bellion  by  it  among  a  barbarous  people,  fo  inveterately  hardened  m  rSftlUm 
in  their  idolatry,  and  irreconcileably  prejudiced  againft  the  gol-  imattgmff" 
pel.    But  we  have  dwelt  long  enough  among  thefe  idolatrous  itgir. 
cafkrn  provinces,  which  we  may  properly  call  mediterranean, 
let  us  now  take  a  view  of  the  more  civilian  ones  along  the 
coafts,   in  which  chriftianity  hath  been  in  si  great  meafure 
cftaUiflied,  ever  fince  their  firft  difcovery  by  the  JPortuguife  ". 

How  it  was  at  firft  introduced  and  propagated  through  the  neftate 
maritime  provinces  of  the  kingdom,  will  be  more  properly  of  cbHfii- 
feen  when  we  come  to  the  hiSorical  part  of  it.     We-  have  «»«(f  in 
indeed  taken  notice  in  a  former  volume  ^  of  a  ftrange  account  Kongo. 
which  a  Dominican  frier  gives  of  it  in  his  hiftory  of  AhijRnta^ 
in  which  he  pretends,  that  not  only  this  kingdom  of  Kong9^ 
and  thofe  of  Angola^  Loango^  tec.  but  the  far  greater  part  of 
^Tr/V,  and  even  the  Coffers  and  Hottentots^  were  converted  to 
chriftianity  by  the  monks  of  his  order,  who  were  by  the  cax'- 
^troT  of  Ethiopia  fettled  in  his  dominions,  and  from  thence 
went  and  fpread  the  gofpel  through  the  whole  African  conti* 
nent.    But  that  hiftory  of  his  hath  been  fo  juftly  condenmed 
by  the  world  as  a  heap  of  forgeries,  and  on  that  account  fp 
wifely  fuppreflcd  by  his  Portuguefe  brethren,  that  we  need  6jr 
no  more  of  it. 

Neither,  need  we  tell  our  readers,  that  thofe  firft  preach- 
ers, who  were  fent  hither  for  that  purpofe  by  the  court  of 
Portugal,  were  priefts  and  monks  of  the  church  of  Rome,  znd 
confcquently  could  not  inftruft  their  new  converts  in  any 
other  do£bifle  or  difcipline  than  what  was  conformable  to  that, 
and  which  met  with  fo  ready  an  admiifion,  that  it  is  become 
Ae  eflabliflied  religion  of  all  the  converted  provinces  of  the  «      ^. 
lungdom.    This  carries  indeed  a  great  found ;  but,  if  we  may  ^^^    j 
helicve  the  generality  of  writers,  chriftianity  hath  been  fo  neg-  ^^^^^  ^^ 
fefted,  and  all  thofe  countries,  whatever  be  the  caufe,  have  /^^  ^^ 
laboured,  fince  that  time,  under  fuch  a  fcarcity  of  prieflis  and  ^verted 
preachers,  that  the  major  part  of  thofe  cxtcnfive  regions  have  chrifiiansi 

•  PiCAFET.  La  Croix,  Davity,  Dappbr.,  CAVAZZf»  La- 
»AT,  &c.  «  See  before,  vol.  xv;  p,  347,  &  ft\. 
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Ixtde  elfe  but  the  hue  n^me  of  chriftian«  WhtHt  ibme^^pear 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  fundamental  doctrines  and  precepts  df 
chriftiaiiity,  others  pay  lb  little  regard  to  them»  that  they 
icruple  not  to  entertain  3^  great  number  of  concubines,  over 
and  above  their  lawful  wife ;  and  a  third  fort  appear  to  be  but 
half  converted,  and  whilft  they- openly  conform  to  the  public 
worfbip  of  their  church,  do  privately  indulge  themfelves  ia 
the  pradlice  of  fundry  heathenifh  and  abominable  fuperfii* 
txons  and  immoralities. 
mc^ftr^ged  It  hath  been  indeed  affirmed  by  Ibme,  that  the  Portugueji 
j^  thfe  of  who  are  fettled  amongft  them,  have  not  a  little  contributed  to 
the  Parta<«  confirm  them  in  their  old  fuperfiitions,  as  well  as  in  the.  de- 
gaefe;  generacy  of  their  morals.  Some  of  their  miffionaries,  both 
in  thcfe  African  parts,  as  well  as  in  the  Eaji  ^xA' Weft- Indies^ 
have  loudly  complained  of  the  ill  efFefls  which  their  bad  ex- 
amples had  on  their  new  converts;  and  thofeof  this  kingdool 
of  Kongo  have  been  obliged  to  wink  at  thofe  irregularities 
which  they  could  not  reform,  and  to  give  up  fome  pouits  to 
preferve  the  red.  Neither  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  newt 
clergy,  which  were  ordained  from  among  the  natives,  would 
be  lefs  remifs  than  they.  However  that  be,  we  find  her0 
nothing  of  that  pomp  and  religious  pageantry  which  is  prac- 
tifed  in  other  X^ot/^  countries  \  no  ftately  cathedrals,  except 
one  collegiate,  and' other  churches;  no  patriarchs,  arch- 
bifliopricks,  bifliopricks,  rich  abbeys,  and  variety  of  monaf- 
teries.  We  read  but  of  one  bifhop  in  all  the  kingdom,  w«. 
that  of  5/.  thomas^  who  niakes  his  conftant  refidence  jii  the 
ifl^d  of  Loando^  and  feldom  vifits  his  diocefe  (C).    The  je- 

fuits, 

(C)  There  feems  indeed  fome  wonder,  coflfid€;ring  the  Vaft  ex- 

difference  between  the  authors  tent  of  both  would  have  reafon- 

who  fpeak  of  this    bifhopric;  ably  required  a  much  greater 

^   whilfl  one  cells  us  ^the  cathedral  number.     Yet,  upon  the  whole^ 

of  it  was  in  the  city  of  6*/.  Sal-  it  doth  not  appear,  that  there 

vador,  the  metropolis  of  Kongo^  ever  was  above  one  founded  to 

which  we  have  elfewheredefcrib-  ferve  both  kingdoly,  whofe  ca* 

.ed(9),  others  place  it  in  the  thedral  was  fixed  m  the  metro* 

iiland  of  Loando^  belonging  to  polis  of  St,  Sahador^  th%  refi** 

the  kingdom  of  Angola^  where  dence  of  their  monarchs,  and 

is  the  gftat  church  and  convent  which  was,  we  are  toId»  fubje^ 

of  £/.  ?atd\  whence  one  might  tQ  the  patriarch  of  tijbot^  but 

be  inclined  to  believe  that  there  whofe    bilhops    did  afterwards 

was  a  biihop^s  fee  in  each  king-  remove  to  that  of  St.Pauly  in  the 

dom  ;  which  would  be  no  great  iiland  oiLoando  above-meation- 

ed, 

(^)  Ctnf*  P'^gof,  /,  ii.  f.  4.     Jarric,   /.  ii.  £.  4.  |».  64.     Linfch^t^   t>efer. 
CuiM*  €t'  Y.    Myrggut,  EecU  Polit.c^  vi.    Da'vhjfiaf^r^  ^  Cavascaii  af,  Labat^ 
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(mtSp  wbo  are  every-whcre  fo  very  numerous,  have  here  but  Thg  eott- 
one  convent,  and  that  is  alfo  in  the  ianae  ifkuid.     They  have  cernsof 
Ac  care  of  infiru£Ung  the  chriftians  of  Kongo  and  Angoiat  but  ^^^'i*^9 
their  number  is  far  too  finall  for  two  fuch  lai^c  kingdoms  ^  j  "^^'% 
and  it  is  no  wpnder  the  inhabitants  of  both  live  in  fuch  pro-  e^w«W?# 
found  igoorance  of  the  fundamentals  of  chriftianity  }  and,  ^'i^^ 
what  another  author  tell$  us  may  be  depended  upon,  the  am-  ^^  ^ 
bition  and  avarice  of  fome  of  their  clergy  have  prevented  not 
only  its  progrefs,  but  its  maintaining  itfelf  in  that  kingdom  \ 
But  whether  it  be  owing  to  that,  or  to  the  negled  of  die  pre- 
lates or  princes,  or  feme  diflike  which  the  latter  may  have 
taken  to  the  former,  we  do  not  read  that  any  of  them  founded 
eidier  univerfities  or  feminaries,  or  that  they  have  any  but 
inferior  fchools  for  boys,  who  are  taught  their  catechifm  by 
the  fame  priefts  whp  celebrate  the  mate  to  the  people.     W^Cl^rifli^ 
hear  nothing  of  their  grand  f^ivals  and  folemnities,  except  Mmtj  mack 
fuch  as  are  rather  of  a  fecular  nature,  and  on  which  the  court  ^caj/e^  , 
and  nobles  of  the  kingdom  repair  to  the  church  in  great  ftate, 


^  Jarric,  1.  iii.  c.  4.  lib.  v.  c»  43. 
pain.  lib.  ii.  c  5* 


*  LivscHOT,  Defer. 


ed,  whence  they  feldom  fiir  out 
.  to  go  and  vifit  either  their  ca- 
diedral  of  St.  Salvador,  or  any 
part  of  that  diocefe. 

Neither  need  we  wonder  at 
it,  when  we  coniideri  as  our  au- 
thors farther  tell  us,  that  this  (ee 
hath  been  fometimes  vacant  for 
a  confiderable  while,  and  that 
one  of-  the  prektes,  fent  thither 
from  Portugal,  found  at  his  arri- 
val at  (hat  metropolis,  the  ca- 
nons and  clergy  fo  corrupt  and 
degenerate  in  their  morals,  and 
infolent  in  their  behaviour,  that 
Bpon  his  firft  (^tempt  to  reform 
them,  they  not  only  refufed  to 
fttbrnit  to  his  authority,  but  even 
to  ackoowlege  that  he  had  any 
real  power  or  foperiority  over 
them ;  and  if  they  were  upheld, 
a>it  it  moft  likely,  by  the  king 
and  court,  in  this  pretended  in- 
dependency 01)  the  fee  of  Li/" 
hon^  it  is  not  at  all  furprifing 
thathpihould  go  and  take  his 
teUence  at  the  other  part  of  hia 


diocefe,  that  la,  the  convent  of 
toauga^  and  that  he  and  hi^  fuc- 
ce^ors  fhould  fo  feldom  vifit  that 
of  Kongo,  where  they  met  with 
fuch  ill  treatment. 

This  will  appear  the  more 
probable  ftill,  if  we  coniider  that 
the  kingdom  of  Angola  did  not 
receive  chriftianity  by  far  fo  foon 
as  that  of  Kongo,  and  was  ftill  in- 
volved in  idolatry  in  Lop$»*M 
time  ;  for  he  tells  us  that  that 
prince,  being  exceedingly  defi- 
rous  of  embracing  it,  had  fent 
more  than  once  to  intreat  the 
king  of  Kongo  to  fend  him  fome 
miffionaries,  but  had  not  been 
able  to  obtain  any,  that  monarch  . 
excufing  himfdf  from  it  by  tell- 
ing him  that  he  had  none  td 
fpare;  and  this  might,  in  all 
likelihood,  procure  the  bifhop  a 
better  reception  and  fettlement 
at  St.  PauPs  than  he  had  at  Sr. 
Salt)ai'.r,  and  induce  him  to 
make  it  the  place  of  his  refi^ 
dence. 

and 
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aiid  fuitiptaous  apparel,  tp  hear  mafs.    Did  chriftianity  make 
a  better  figure  in  this  kingdom,  wc  need  not  doubt  but  the  Por-^ 
tuguefe  and  other  miffionaries  would  have  acquainted  the 
world  with  it,  efpeci^ly  as  feveral  other  authors  have  given 
us  fo  melancholy  an  account  of  that  church,  not  only  witti 
refpe^l  to  its  outwafd  appearance,  but  much  more  fo  with  re- 
gard to  its  inward  ftate,  slnd  the  fad  depravity  of  its  faith  and 
morals.     Some  reprefent  one  part  df  thefe  converts  as  arrant 
hypocrites,  ^vho  embraced  the  gofpel  only  to  ingratiate  them-^ 
felvcs  with  the  Portuguese.  Whilft  they  retain  all  their  old  hca- 
tmi  ming'  thenilh  fuperftitions,  and  privately  worfliip  their  old  deities, 
ieJ  with    even  lions,  tygers,  ferpents,  and  other  fuch  {Pernicious  crea-^ 
idolatrous  tures,  and  cannot  think  themfelves  fafe  without  thofe  abomi- 
rites  and   nable  praSiccs ;    they  openly  cairy  their  beads  and  crpflesj 
kudmorah^j^^  inwardly  their  heathenifli  chfirms  and  amulets.     Others, 
who  have  perhaps  been  better  jnftruSed  by  living  neairer  thi 
churches,  and  under  the  eyes  of  the  Portuguefe^  will  exprefs  a 
contempt,  or  even  abhorrence,  of  fuch  fenfelefs  fuperftitionsT; 
^nd,  in  complaifance  to  the  church,  will  conform  fo  far  to  its 
laws^  as  to  go  regiilarly  to  mafs  and  confeflion,  and  will  con- 
fent  to  have  but  one  wife,  but  could  never  be  perfuaded  of  th6 
unlawfulnefs  of  having  as  many  concubines  as  they  can  main- 
tain "f.    The  fame  thing  we  may  add  of  other  immoralities, 
fuch  as  drunkennefs,  cheating,  fraud,  oppfefSon,  idlenefs,  aiid 
exceffive  pride  and  iloth,  which  they  not  only  fee  more  or  Ie& 
pradifed  by  the  European  chriftians  that  live  among  them, 
but  which  they  know  to  be  no  lefs  public  and  common  in  all 
other  countries  that  acknowlege  the  pope^s  authority. 

Those  of  the  duchy  of  Sognp  are  reckoned  much  bettet 

f**''^^' chriftians  ;  they  have  a  much  greater  number  of  churches,  in 

t**at^di    ^^^'^  ^^  divine  fcrvicc  is  performed  with  greater  pomp  ; 

the  duehies^^^^  clergy  are  alfo  more  numerous,  moft  of  them  natives, 

'  V*So£no.  ^^  '^^  people  in  appearance  fuch  zealous  catholifis,  that  they 

*  never  appear  abroad  but  you  fee  thom  loaded  with  beads, 

crofles,  medals,  and  other  religious  utenfils  ;  yet  they  are  not 

without  their  old  fuperftitions,  and  if  the  faints  to  whom  they 

apply  themfelves  do  not  grant  them  their  petitions,  they  feldom 

fail  of  addreffing  themfelves  to  their  fetiflbs,  or  old  heathentfh 

deities.    The  dukes    or  governors  of  this  province  com« 

monly  affe£^  to  appear  in  great  ftate  when  they  go  to  church, 

and  to  be  adorned  with  collars  of  gold  and  coraj  beads,  and 

other  fuch  fantaftic  baubles,  befides  their  military  weapon»« 

They  are  preceded  by  drums,^  comets,  and  other  inftruments, 

and  furrounded  by  a  body  of  their  guards,  with  their  ftandards 

Y  Davity,  Dappbe,  LaCroiz»Labat,  Linscbot,  kzL 
ttbi  fop^ 

flying. 
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flying.    At  (he  head  of  them  march  commonly  five  or  Bx 
muiqueteers,  who  fire  their  pieces  from  time  to  time  as  they 
inarch,  and  the  proceffion  is  clofed  by  multitudes  of  other 
fpedtators  and  attendants.     Thefe  princes,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Bamba  and  Pembay  have  always  fignalized  themfelves  by  their  fiambs 
zeal  for  the  chriftian  religion,  and  been  particularly  careful  to  and  Penif 
preferve  their  reipedive  governments  from  being  corrupted  by  ba. 
the  heathenifh  gangas,  or  priefts,  lately  defcribed ;  and,  if  any 
fuch  are  ever  cau|ht  within  their  dominions,  they  are  fure  to 
meet  with  fuch  ievere  treatment,  that  they  never  attempt  to 
come  again  *. 

The  government  of  this  kingdom  is  monarchical,  and  as  Thi»$: 
defpotic  as  any  in  Afia  or  Afric.     The  kirtgs  are  the  folc  pro-  'vemment 
prietore  of  all  the  lands  within  their  dominions,  and  thefe  they  ^Kongq^ 
beftow  upon  whom  they  pleafe,  upon  condition  they  pay  them  andahfi* 
a  certain  tribute  out  of  them,  and  turn  them  out  upon  failure  lute  mo* 
of  it,  or  any  other  negle<St  (D),  or  evc;n  at  their  own  pleafure.  narcly. 
Even  the  princes  of  the  blood  are  fubje£led  to  the  fame  law, 
fo  that  there  is  no  perfon  of  any  rank  or  quality  that  can  be*  ^ 

queath  a  foot  of  land  to  his  heirs  or  fucceflbrs ;  and  when 
Acfe  owners  under  the  crown  die,  they  immediately  devolve 
to  it  again,  whether  they  were  i;i  their  poiTeffion,  or  had  been 
let  to  ever  fo  many  tenants  under  them;  fo  that  it  ^^^"^^y  All  lands 
depends  on  the  wiB  of  the  prince  upon  the  throne,  whether  ^^^^^  ^^ 
thofe  lands  fhall  be  continued  in  the  fame,  or  be  difpofed  in-  th  king. 
to  oAcr  hands.  The  Portuguefej  however,  fince  their  fettling 
in  thofe  parts,  have  prevailed  upon  the  monarchs  to  permit 
the  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  Xo  continue  in  the  pofleffion  of  fuch 
lands,  in  order  to  avoid  the  contufions  and  commotions,  and 
(bmedmes  rebellions,  which  the  alienation  and  deprival  of 
fljem  frequently  occafioned  in  the  realm,  and  to  oblige  the  te- 
nants of  them  to  pay  their  tribute  more  readily  and  exaflly 
than  they  ufually  did  before.  This  tribute,  or  tax,  which  was 

»  Dapper,  Labat  ex  Cavaz.  lib.  i.  c.  14.  p.  238,  &  feq. 

(D)  Thefe  land-owners  under  and  tenants^  to  welcome  him  aa 

the  king  are  bound  not  only  to  he  paffes  by,  and  by  thw  Ihouts 

pay  htm  the  trilAi  te  above-men-  and  acclamations  to  exprefs  cheir 

tioacd,  but  jikewifc  to  keep  all  joy  and  gratitude  for  the  hononr 

the.  roads  through  which  he  is  to  he  doth  them  in  coming  through 

pais  in  repair,  and  to  be  fwept  their  territories.     The  omijTion 

dean  upon  previonf^.notice  given  of  any  of  thefe  pundilios  might 

to  them,  though  ever  fo  Siort.  endanger  their  forfeiting  of  thi 

They  are  likewife  obliged  to  ap-  gran  c  ( i ) . 
pear  with  their  fervants,  clionts. 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol..  XVI.       G  »ffix€4 
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TriliMte  affixed  to  the  grant  of  the  lands  not  only  to  the  governors' of 
paid  for  the  fix  chief  provinces  above-mentioned,  but  to  feveral.  mar- 
th$m.  quifles,  counts,  and  other  nobles,  is  exprefsly  ordered  to  be 
brought  to  court  once  in  three  years  at  the  fartheft ;  which, 
joined  to  the  ambition  and  srvarice  of  thofe  lords  paramount, 
fhetaufe  n^^ikes  them  rack  the  people  at  a  cruel  rate,  and  not  only  ftrip 
•f  cruel  them  of  all  they  have,  but  even  to  fell  them,  without  the  leaft 
$xHrnons\  mercy,  men,  women,  and  children,  for  flaves. 

What  is  ftill  more  dreadful  is,  that  thefe  grievous  extor- 
tions often  end  in  a  revolt,  and  open  rebellion  \  not  indeed 
from  the  people,  who,  be  their  condition  ever  fo  bad,  can, 
hardly  be  other  than  paffive ;  but  from  their  tyrannic  gover- 
nors, who  become  in  time  fo  rich  and  powerful,  as  to  neg- 
left  and  rcfufe  to  bring  their  tribute,  when  called  to  it  by 
repeated  exprefles  from  the  court,  many  of  whom  are   pur- 
pofedly  way  laid,  and  murdered  in  the  very  frontiers,  or  arc 
claptinto  a  difmal  dungeon,  and  there  left  to  die  with  hun- 
ger and  mifery,  efpecially  when  thofe  revolted  governors  live 
revolts       at  a  great  diftance  from  the  capital.     Nor  is  this  all ;  for  they 
and  rebel'  commonly  ally  with  other  revolted  provinces,  and  ftrive   to 
lions.         excite  the  neighbouring  ones  to  join  with  them  in  the  rebel- 
lion, and  if  they  refufe,  openly  invade  and  plunder  them,  and 
put  all  to  fire  and  fword  that  falls  in  their  way.     Our  author 
gives  us  feveral  inftances  of  fugh  rebellions,  which  happened 
during  the  twelve  years  of  his  abode  in  this  kingdom,  the  mod 
confiderable  of  which  had  been*  raifed  by  one  of  the  king's 
fons- in-law,,  whilft  the  monarch  was  quelling  another  in  a  di- 
ftant  province;  fo  that,  not  being  able  to  fupprefs  both,  he 
was  obliged  to  patch  up  a  peace,  and  to  grant  a  general  am- 
nefty  to  his  unnatural  fon-in-law,  without  fo  much  as  oblig- 
ing him  to  pay  any  more  tribute,  to  prevent  the  infurredlion 
fpreading  farther  «. 
Theero'wn      PiGAFETTA,  and  Other  authors  after  him,  tell  us  that  the 
konv  far    crown  of  Kongo  is  hereditary,  and  that  the  females  only  are  ex- 
eleiiive,     eluded  from  the  fucceffion;  but  our  miffionary,  who  was  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  thd*  political  conftitution  of  that  kingdom, 
affures  us,  that  it  is  partly  fo,  and  partly  eledive ;  that  is,  that 
.no  candidate  can  be  chofen  to  it,  but  who  muft  be  of  the 
royal  blood.     Whether  of  a  nearer  or  further  branch  of  it, 
X  whether  by  the  male  or  female  fide,  whether  born  of  the  wife, 

or  of  a  concubine,  is  the  fame  thing;  a  baftard  being  efteem- 
ed  equally  capable  of  fucceeding  to  the  throne,  as  one  born  in 
wedlock.  So  that,  upon  theMeniife  of  a  monarch,  there  fcl- 
dom  fails  to  be  a  great  number  cf  competitors  to  it,  tho'  the 

•  La  BAT,  ex  Cavae.  lib.  ii.  c.  9^  p.  309,  &  feq.      Pioafet. 
Dapper,  &al. 
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choice  cooimonly  falls  on  him  who  brings  the  beft  retinue,  orThe  ehc-^ 
greateft  number  of  friends  and  forces  with  him,  on  the  field ''<'»  ^^^ 
of  eledion,  provided  he  be  a  chriftian  of  the  church  oi  Rome  '^t^rfornud*, 
for,  fince  the  converfion  of  thofe  mbnarchsto  the  gofpel,  none 
butTuch  are  admitted  to  ftand  candidates  fdr  the  ctown. 

The  three  grand  oifecers  who  prefidc  over,  and  muft  nc-  Who  pre" 
ccflarily  be  prefent  at,  the  ele£lion,  are  the  mani  elefunda,  thc/^^  •**'^. 
mm  batta,  and  the  count  or  governor  of  Sbgno\  and  when^'* 
thefe  perceive  that  the  conteft  between  the  competitors  is 
likely  to  arife  to  a  dangerous  height  (E),  they  fummon  them 
to  repair  to  the  bifliop,  or,  in  his  abfence,  to  his  vicar,  and 
there  to  determine  it  before  him.    As  fooh  as  they  have^-^^^^i^ 
agreed  upon   a  fuccefTor,  all  the  grandees  of  the  realm  are  ^^H  ^^^ 
fummoned   to  appear  on  a  plain  near  the  metropolis  oi  St,^"^h 
Salvador  J  whence  they  proceed  in  pomp  to  the  cathedral,  once  *^'^f  ^  /^^* 
amoft  noble  ftruSure,  built  by  the  Portuguefe^  but  fince  then,  "''^J^^^ 
trough  the  iniquity  of  the  times,  run  to  decay,  and  turned  ^"        • 
into  a  kind  of  public  hall,  but  which  hath,  upOn  thefe  occa-  ^^^ 
ilons,  an  altar  reared,  richly  decked,  at  one  end  of  which  is  a 
ftately  throne,  where  the  bifliop  or  his  vicar  is  feated  ;  and  at 
the  other  end  of  it  is  a  chair  of  ilate  for  the  mani  elefunda, 
fttnounded  by  the  candidates,  who  know  nothing  as  yet  of  th^ 
perfon  pitched  upon,  but  wait  with  impatience  to  hear  him 
oeclared. 

.  Before  the  mani  proclaims  him,  he  rifes  from  his  chair, 
and  kneeling  before  the  altar  makes  a  prayer ;  and,  after  be- 
ing re-feated,  a  long  elaborate  fpeech  on  the  duties  of  a  mo- 
narch, and  the  manifold  cares  and  difficulties  that  attend  it  i 
after  which,  he  declares  to  the  aflfembly,  that  he  and  the  othef 
eledors,  having  duly  and  impartially  weighed  the  merits  of  the 

(E)  Thefe  4^en  ruptures  «  kindled  between  them,  in  which 
chiefly  happen  when  the  deceaf-  the  rivals  mutually  invade,  and. 
cd  king  hath  left  one  or  more  carry  fire  and  fword  into  each 
fons  grown  up,  and  in  condition  others  provinces;  nor  is  the  con* 
to  fopport  what  they  think  their  teft  ever  decided,  but  by  the 
right  to  the  throne ;  for  as  the  death,  or  at  leaft  the  total  over^ 
electors  feldom,  if  ever,  eleft  any  throw,  of  one  of  the  compe- 
fuch  to  facceed,  left  the  crown  titors^  which  is  commonly  at- 
ihoold  in  time«  become  heredi-  tended  with  the  moft  horrid  ra- 
tary,  fo,  let  them  make  ever  fo  vages  and  butcheries  in  thoie 
pradent  a  choice,  thofe  princes  provinces  that  adhered  to  him« 
will  never  fubmit  to  it,  unlcfs  This  ts  what  opr  author  aflures 
they  be  driven  to  it  by  the  fu-  us  he  bad  been  an  eye-^itnef^ 
pcrior  force  of  their  competitor,  to,  daring  his  abode  in  that  king- 
In  fuch  cafes  a  dreadful  war  is  dom  (2). 

{%)  Cava»»i  ap,  Laht,  Et^of*  oceidatt.  /,  ii«  c«  lo.  ^.  31S,  Q^  fef, 
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candidate  prihces,  had  chofen  fuch  a  one  to  the  fovereign  dig* 
nity. 

He  then  immediately  goes  and  takes  die  new  monatch  by 
the  hand,  and  brings  him  to  the  bifliop,  before  wHofad  they 
proftrate  themfelves,  and  the  king,  ftill  upon  his  knees,  re- 
ceives a  fhort  but  pathetic  admonition  from  the  prelate,  in 
v^hich,  among  other  duties,  he  exhorts  him  to  (hew  himfelf  a 
firm  and  zealous  protedlor  and  promoter  of  chriftianitvj  and 
^akesthe   an  obedient  fon  to  the  catholic  church.     The  ttfual  oaths 
caths  he-    are  then  adminiftered  to  him,  which  he  pronounces  with  a 
fore  the      j^^d  voice ;  after  which  the  bifhop  leads  him  by  the  hand  to 
iijhop,       ^Yyt  throne  ere<fted  for  him,  puts  the  royal  (landard  into  his 
hands,  and  the  crown  upon  his  held ;  Upon  which  the  whole 
/.  acknow'  aflembly  fall  proftrate  before  him,  acknowlege  him  for  their 
legedhy     king,   with  loud  acclamations,  clapping  of  hands,    found 
the  people >  ^^  martial  inftruments,  and  prefently  after  by  the  falvos  of  the 
whole  artillery.     The  ceremony  being  over,  the  new  king 
takes  the  name  oiJIphonfo^  as  all  his  predeceflbrs  have  done 
before,  ever  fmce  the  reign,  and  in  honour,  of  Alphonfoj  the 
firftchriftian  king,  who  took  that  name  at  his  baptifm,  as  we 
Ihall  fliew  more  fully  in  its  proper  place  ^. 
fhe  cere-       There  are  two  grand  ceremonies  which  follow  that  of  his 
mony  of  the  coronation,  by  which  one  may  judge  in  what  height  of  power, 
iing's        grandeur,  and  efteem,  thofe  princes  are  held  by  their  fubje6b. 
hl^ttg  the  Xiie  firft  and  moft  confiderable  is  that  of  their  giving  their  pub- 
feopie.       ijc  and  folemn  blcfling  to  the  people,  upon  certain  occafions  ; 
and  that  of  his  granting  the  inveftiture  of  the  principal  pofts 
and  fiefs  of  their  dominions.     The  days  fixed   for  eadi  of 
them  are  proclaimed  with  great  pomp  and  ceremony  through 
the  kingdom,  and  in  the  capital  of  St,  Salvador^  by  the  found 
of  various  mufical  inftruments,  and  the  fire  of  the  artillery. 
The  firft  of  thefe  always  bring5  the  vafteft  cortcourfe  from  all 
parts,  as  they  fet  fo  great  a  value  upon  his  blefling,  that  they 
would  efteem  themfelves  worfe  than  accurfed  to  be  deprived 
of  it,  or  if  they  wilfully  miffed  of  it.     On  the  day  appointed^ 
the  monarch  appears  in  the  utmoft  fplendor,  furrounded  by 
his  guards^  and  a  numerous  court,  together  with  all  the  go- 
vernors and  nobles  of  the  kingdom,  all  magnificently  apparel- 
1  ed  and  attended.     The  ceremony  is  performed  in  a  wide  fpa- 
cious  plain,  fufficient  to  contain  the  innumerable  multitudes 
that  flock  to  it;  on  one  eminent  part  of  which  is  ratfed  a 
inoft  fumptuous  throne  or  canopy,  from  which  he  can  fee  and 
be  feen  by  them,  and  clearly  diftinguifli  every  one  of  his  mi- 
nifters  and  nobles,  who  are  all  fituated  nearer  or  farther  from 
him,  according  to  their  rank. 

^  Labat,  ex  Cavaz.  lib,  ii.  c.  10.  k  al.  uli  fup. 
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And  here  it  is,  that  if  any  of  thefe  have  incurred  his  dif-  Hh  policy 
pleafure,  thro' any  negle£l  of  (Juty,  or  other  default,  wh6m,^«^*'^^«^- 
by  reafoft  of  their  great  diftance  from  the  court,  or  their  be-  i»gohnoxi' 
ing  grown  too  powerful,  he  was  obliged  to  let  go  unpunifhed,  ^^y^y'^' 
he  cafts  his  firft  looks  uppn  them,  and  caufes  them  to  be^''*^  '^  • 
driven  from  his  prefence,  as  wretches  unworthy  of  his  bleffing, 
to  which  none  but  faithful  fubjcfis  can  have  9  claim.     The 
very  difgrace  of  being  thus  cafl  away,  would  be  looked  upon 
as  one  of  the  greateft  misfortunes  that  could  befall  a  man  of 
qua^ity  :  but  this  is  not  all ;  the  populace,  emulous  to  exprefi 
their  zeal  for  their  prince,  lay  violent  hands  on  the  obnoxious  *«"^^  «^' 
peribns,  drag  them  ofF  without  mercy  or  regard,  tear  their  ^'^''^^^J^ 
doaths  off  their  backs,  and  treat  them  with  fuch  variety  oi'^pft^h 
outrages  and  indignities,  that  many  of  them  lofe  their  lives  ^' ^^*" 
before  they  can  get  out  of  the  numerous  crowd.     By  this    ''* 
ftratagem  thofe  monarchs  often  rid  themfelves  with  cafe  of  fuch 
bad  minifters,  whom  they  could  not  have  attempted  to  puniih 
by  any  other  way,  without  eminent  hazard  of  feeing  their  au- 
thority defpifed  and  affronted  by  them. 

No  fooner  are  thole  obnoxious  perfons  removed,  than  the  His  num* 
king,  addreHing  himfelf  to  the  reft  of  the  aflembly,  exhorts  ner  of 
them  to  continue  true  and  loyal  to  him,  and  promifes  them  ^kS^^g  tht 
his  favour  and  proteSion  5  after  which,  rifjng  from  his  throne,''^- 
whilft  they  prc^rate  themfelves  on  the  ground  before  him,  he 
pives  them  his  blefling,  not  in  words^  but- by  a  peculiar  fpread- 
ing  of  his  arms  over  them,  and  gefticulation  of  his  fingers  ; 
for  which  they,  on  their  part,  exprefs  their  joy  and  gratitude 
by  loud  acclamations,  and  clapping  their  hands,  and  the  whole 
ceremony  concludes  with  the  found  of  various  inftruments, 
and  the  fire  of  the  artillery.    From  that  time,  thofe  who  have 
furvived  the  difgrace  of  being  caft  off  from  a  (hare  in  the  bleiP* 
ing,  are  looked  upon  with  horror  and  contempt,  and  efteenfied 
as  excommunicates,  unlefs  they  can,  by  the  help  of  their 
friends,  byrrch  prefents,  ample  refundings,  and  fubmii&ve 
behaviour,  regain  the  royal  favour  5  which  if  they  do,  they  are 
admitted  to  his  prefence,  and  his  bleiSng  wipes  away  all  for* 
mer  difgrace  c. 

The  other  ceremony  is  performed  with  much  the  fame  7ho  cere* 
pomp,  iblemnity,  and  grandeur,  and  equally  ihews  the  itei^monjef 
fubmiffion  which  the  people  pay  to  thofe  monarchs.    Th^y granting 
appear  in  all  thair  magnificence  on  their  throne  on  the  day  in^tfti' 
prefixed,  whilft  all  who  are  candidates  for  a  new  poft,  fief,  or  *«ra,  &c* 
inveftiture,    lie  proftrate    before  him,   furrounded  by  vaft 
crowds  of  fpeftators,  in  the  fame  pofture.  At  the  third  dif- 
charge  of  the  'artillery,  the  candidates    are    regularly  in- 

l  Lab  AT,  ex  Cavaz9«  ubi  fap.  1.  u.  c,  |o.  p.  327,  &  feq.  &  al. 
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trodyced  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  accompanied  by  all  their 

relations   and  friends,  all  in  the  richeft  attire,  by  the  mafter 

The  <vafl    ^^  ^^^  ceremonies.     There  on  their  knees,  at  the  laft  ftep  of 

fiate  the    ^^^  throne,  the  grant  is  brought  to  them  by  fome  chief  mi- 

hngj  take  "ift^r;  which  having  received  with  the  deepeft  rMbmiffion,thc 

ttpojitbtm,  K'*^g  informs  them,  by  a  fet  fpeech,  of  the  greatnefs  of  the 

favour  he  beftows  upon  them,  the  conditions  upon  which  he 

grants  it  tp-tl)em,  the  dut  es  he  expe<fts  from  them  ;  to  alj 

which  they  take  a  folemn  oath  to  conform  themfelves  j  after 

which,  the'  infignia  of  their  dignity  are  likewife  delivered  to 

them,  which  are  a  white  bonnet,  more  or  lefs  rich,  according 

to  the  dignity  grafted,  a  fcymitar,  a  flag  of  honour,  a  chair 

of  ftate,  and  a  carpet.     The  whole  pageantry  concKides  with 

5/fl«r^^^- proftrations,  clapping  of  hands,  and  other  flavifh  poftures  of 

/bcmour  of  the  perfpn  invefted,and  with  the  fhouts  and  thankful  acclama- 

flf/u6-      tions  of  his  friends,  who  extol  the  roval  favour  to  the  fkies, 

jf^J  i         though  it  be  commonly  faddjed  with  Uich  taxes,  tribute,  and 

other  hard  conditions,  as  are  impoffible  for  him  tp  perform  but 

]}y  tyranny  and  oppreffion  of  thofe  that  are  under  him. 

As  foon  as  the  whole  bufmefs  is  difpatched,  the  king  rikjs 
up,  and  then  thp  ceremony  is  clofed  as  it  began,  with  the  loud 
huzzas  of  the  audience,  and  the  noife  of  the  artillery  and  mii^ 
fical  inflruments,  in  the  midft  of  which  he  is  conduced  to  hi>  ' 
palace.     It  feems,  however,  as  if  thefe  later  monarchs  had 
^bated  much  of  their  former  ftate  and  pageantry,  extravagant 
as  it  may  appear  to  us  even  now,  feeing  the  ritual  of  the 
fourt  of  Kongo  formerly  obligpd  a  petitioner  for  an  inveftitur^, 
tho'  a  count,  duke,  or  prince  of  the  royal  blood,  to  approach 
the  throne  not  only  in  the  cringing  fuppliant  guife  above  de- 
fcribed,  but  with  his  face,  head,  and  (boulders,  covered  with 
an  ordinary  veil,  befprinkled  all  over  with  duft  and  dirt,  in 
tokeq  of  the  deepeft  abafemeht  ^ ;  which  laft  piece  of 'ftate 
feems  now  wholly  fet  afide,  perhaps  fince  thofe  monarchs  be- 
came chriftians  j  though  fome  other  kinds  of  refpefts,  which 
they  ftill  permit  to  be  paid  to  them,  are  of  fo  extravagant  a 
pttkfifirt  n^^"rc>  2S  to  come  little  fliort  of  that  which  thev  pay  to  the 
0/ad.m-   Supreme  Being!  and  is  ftill  ftyled  by  them  by  the  iolemn  terms 
f%.        ^f  worfliip  and  adoration  «.     But  though  the  ritual  above- 
meptioned  fliews  thofe  monarchs  to  have  been  arrived  to  that 
Much^f    Intolerable  height  of  pride  long  before  the  Por^uguefe  came 
$heir  pna'c  a"^<>ng  *em,  yet  it  doth  not  appear  that  they  had  any-thing 
/tarnt        anfwerable  to  it,  either  in  the  magnificence  of  their  palaces, 
from  the    court,  furniture,  drefs,  l^c.  till  after  that  time,  when  they  be- 
Portu-       pn  to  imitate,  and  by  degrees  ftrove  to  6ut-dothem,  in  the 


guefp. 


i  La^at,  ubi  fup.  p.  329,  «  Yid.  I^abat  n  Cavaz. 
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richnefs  of  their  apparel,  the  grandeur  and  fumptuoufnefs  of 
their  retinue  and  equipage,  and  the  coftlinefs  of  their  furni- 
ture. Their  garb  was  formerly  made  of  no  richer  ftuff  than  TMrJrefl 
a  cloth  which  they  wove  from  a  better  kind  of  their  iXx- before  tbef$ 
conda  before-mentioned  ^with  which  they  covered  their  waift^0M#/«. 
downwards,  and  bound  with  a  girdle  of  the  fame  ftufF,  but 
more  curioufly  wrought ;  they  likewife  affefted  to  hang  be- 
fore them  fome  delicate  furs,  either  of  young  tygers,  civet 
cats,  fables,  martins,  or  the  like,  which  came  down  below 
their  knees,  like  our  aprons.  Next  to  their  ikin  they  wore  an 
incutto,  or  rochet,  woven  of  the  fineft  palm-doth,  in  the  fa- 
ibion  of  a  net,  and  neatly  fringed  at  the  bottom  with  threads 
of  various  colours,  and  thefe  were  turned  up  on  their  right 
ftoulder,  to  give  more  liberty  to  that  arm ;  and  to  the  place 
where  they  were  fattened  hung,  by  way  of  ornament,  the  tail 
of  a  zabra ;  and,  over  the  incutto,  was  a  cape  which  went 
round  their  neck  and  ihoulders.  Over  their  Heads  they  had 
nothing  but  a  fmall  fquare  cap  of  red  and  yellow  colour^ 
which  juft  covered  the  top  of  the  head,  and  was  worn  rather 
for  {hew  than  ufe.  They  wore  a  kind  of  fandals,  or  fhort  buf- 
kins,  on  their  feet,  the  fole  of  which  was  made  of  palm  wood  ; 
and  this  laft  they  allowed  only  fome  of  their  nobles  to  wear» 
whilft  the  reft  of  his  court  and  fubjeSs  were  obliged  to  go 
barefoot  ^.  This  was  all  the  finery  they  afFe<fted  about  their 
perfons,  and  their  nobles  and  grandees  were  careful  to  make  a  « 
proportionably.  inferior  appearance,  both  in  their  garb  and 
furniture. 

But  after  they  were  converted,  and  became  more  conver-  The  vaft 
fant  with  the  Portugueje^  both  kings  and  nobles  became  fo  change 
cxceffive  fond  of  their  nnery,  and  the  richnefs  and  faihion  ofmadeteii 
their  cloaths,  that  one  might  fee  them  ftrive  who  fliould  moft  A^^» 
imitate  them  in  both.  Short  cloaks,  fcarlet  jackets,  caps,  long 
fpadoes,  became  now  the  pniverfal  drefs  of  the  Kongoefe  court 
and  nobility;  richcloaths,  filks,  velvets,  gold  and  filver tifliie, 
lace,  fringe,  and  other  finery,  were  the  diftinguifhing  apparel 
of  the  great  and  wealthy ;  the  king  htmfelf  expreffing  no  lefs 
emulous  a  liking  for  the  faihions,  than  he  did  for  the  religion 
of  thofe  new  comers.     His  court,  retinue,  table,  furniture, 
and  attendance,  his  throne,  audiences,  and  ceremonial,  vftrcstatefy 
quickly  regulated  after  the  Portuguefe  model  j  and  if  there/^Jrwr, 
was  any  difference  between  them,  it  was  only  in  the  gran- 
deur and  magnificence  in  which  the  new  convert  ftrove  to  out- 
flune  his  new  European  ally.     His  table  is  covered  with  varie-  Splendid 
ty  of  tfie  moft  exquifite  meats,  his  fide-board  with  the  moft^^^ 

f  Before^  pag.  7,  (B).  k  Lopez^  Pigafbt.  lib.  ii.  c. 

^,    Davity,  Dapper,  Labat,  8c  al. 
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delicate  wines  and  other  liquors,  and  he  hath  tafters  to  examine 
every  thing  he  eats  and  drinks  \  \i\s  cup  and  fide-board  is  fur- 
nifbed  with  the  richeft  veiTels  of  filver  and  gold,  and  other 
previous  materials,  confecrated  folely  to  his  own  ufe,  as  he  al* 
E^ts  al'  ways  eats  alone,  and  never  fufFers  any  ope,  tho'  of  the  higheft 
t^ays  rank,  to  fit  with  him,  but  only  to  ftand  about  him ;  and  thefe 
f/Mff.  are  only  princes  of  the  blood,  and  his  other  jreat  officers,  but 
with  this  difference,  that  the  former  fland  with  their  heads 
covered.  The  throne  of  flate,  on  which  he  gives  public  au- 
dience twice  or  three  times  a  week,  is  equally  grand  and  coft- 
ly ;  the  foot  of  it,  which  confifts  of  three  fteps,  is  all  oVer  cor 
vered  with  Indian  tapeflry ;  and  the  chair  of  ftate  on  which  he 
fits,  as  well  as  the  table  that  flanks  before  hirn,  are  covered 
with  crimfon  velvet,  adorned  with  boflcs  and  nails  of  gold  ; 
and,  when  he  fits  as  judge,  or  to  receive  petitions  and  hear 
caufes,  none  are  permitted  to  fpeak  to  him  but  his  nobles  and 
lords. 

He  very  feldom  goes  abroad,  except  on  fuch  particular  oc-o 
(Suardaf  cafions  as  we  have  already  fpoken  of,  and  then  he  is  always 
Anzichi.    attended  with  a  numerous  guard,  confifting  of  Jnzichi  (F), 

and 


(F)  The  Attxichi,  or  Anfiki, 
Hre  a  barbarous  nation  iituate  on 
the  nprtl^ern  confines  of  the 
kingdom  of  Loango,  and  river 
JB/2ncaro,formcr\y  defcribed,and 
infamous  for  their  eating  of  h4> 
man  fieih,  and  expofing  it  to 
fale  in  their  fhambles.  They 
are,  in  other  refpeds,  a  flout  and 
warlike  people,  and  fuch  quick 
and  expert  archers,  if  we  may 
believe  our  author,  that  they 
will  hold  twenty  eight  or  more 
arrows  in  their  hand,  and  ihoot 
them  all  fucceflively,  before  the 
(rft  lights  on  the  ground,  and 
kill  birds  flying  without  mifTmg 
their  mark,  fioth  their  bows 
and  arrows  are  fhorter  by  much 
than  thofe  of  other  jf/rsca«  na* 
'  lions,  the  former  is  covered  with 
fnake  fkins  of  various  colours,  fo 
imoothly  joined  that  they  feem 
to  grow  to  the  wood. 

Befides  that,  they  ufe  other 
weapons  with  equal  dexterity, 
•ne  of  which  is  the  axe  with  a 


fhort  handle,  the  iron  very  bright 
and  keen  at  one  end,  the  other 
blunt,  and  ferves  for  a  hammer* 
They  have  likewife  a  fhort  dagi> 
ger  by  their  fide,  fheathed  with 
a  fnake's  ikin,  and  the  warriors 
hang  it  to  their  girdle,  which  is 
made  of  elephantfkin,  three  lin- 
gers broad,  and  very  thick. 

They  are  very  adive  and 
nimble,  climbing  the  mountains 
and  rocks  like  goats ;  they  arc 
no  lefs  expert  and  nimble  in 
fighting,  and  in  repelling  the 
enemy's  firft  difcharge  with  thdi^ 
hatchets,  which  they  whirl  round 
over  their  heads  with  fuch  far- 
prifing  fwiftnefs,  that  the  dart  or 
arrow  feldom  fails  of  recoiling 
againfl  the  iron. 

But  what  is  mofi:  valuable  in 
that  barbarous  nation,  is  their 
lingular  fidelity,  loyalty,  and 
fimpHcity,  infomuch  that  thejF 
will  facrifice  their  lives  in  proof 
of  it,  in  defence  of  their  princes, 
or  of  their  friends  and  allies. 
3  mif 
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and  fome  odier  actghbouring  nations,  in  whom  he  puts  a 
greater  confidence,  and  who  are  armed,  fome  with  mufquets, 
and  others  with  lances,  bows  and  arrows,  (:fc.  but  march  with- 
out any  r^ulariftj  before  hiqi.  Thefe  are  followed  by  crowds 
of  muficians,  or  players  upon  martial  or  other  inftruments,  Af^/c^ 
the  found  of  which,  Lopez  tells  usi^,  could  be  heard  five  or  fix 

^  PlGAFBT.  1.  il.  c.  7.  / 


Their  kifig  is  alfo  kiiu;  of  Mic 
€9co^  and  hath  his  reudence  at 
MffHKoi^  the  capital  of  Jtadco. 
We  know  little  more  of  this  vaft 
coontry,  except  that  it  hath  fe- 
Tcral  mines  of  copper,  and  great 
quantity  of  iander^  wood,  both 
red  and  grey  ;  the  laft  of  which, 
called  by  them  chiconga,  is  the 
DQoft  efteemedy  and  uf<^  medici- 
nally  both  by  them  and  the  For- 

tBgUifg, 

Their  traffic  with  the  Kot^oefi 
confifls  in  ilaves,  both  of  their 
own  country,  and  offoch  as  they 
have  from*the  kingdom  of  Mu- 
JMi,  upon  which  they  border  to- 
wards the  fouths  linen  cloth, 
elephant^s  teeth,  and  the  above 
ianders  wood ;  in  lieu  of  which 
they  carry  back  fait,  two  forts 
of  ^ells  called  lumache,  br  fea- 
fnails,  which  pafs  with  them  for 
money,  and  are  worn  by  them  as 
fine  ornaments.  They  like  wile 
porchafe  filk,  velvet,  linen,  look- 
ing-glafies,  and  other  merchan* 
difes  brought  thither  by  the  For- 
ftgui/e. 

They  circumciie  their  males ; 
but  whether  out  of  religion,  or 
from  other  motives,  we  cannot 
learn.  In  other  cafes  they  are 
idolaters;  and,  if  our  authors 
Were  truly  informed,  (6  inhuman 
at  to  eat  the  flefh  not  only  of  the 
enemies  they  take  in  war.but  alio 
that  of  their  neareil  friends  and 
idatioDs,  even  mothers  eat  that 


of  their  children.  The  men  take 
as  many  wives  as  they  plea(<% 
and  divorce    them  when  they 
will.    They  account  it  an  or* 
nament  to  ilaih  their  faces  more 
or  lefs  according  to  their  rank ; 
they  all  go  naked  fi«m  the  waift 
upwards,  and  wrap  up  the  reft  of 
their  bodies  with  linen  or  other 
cjoth,  more  or  lefs  fine,  accord- 
ing to  their  circumftances.  The 
rich,  among  the  men,  wear  on 
their  heads,  hats  or  caps  of  For ^ 
^H^*f€  velvet,  or  red,  yellow,  or 
black  filk  I  thofe  of  the  middle 
rank  have  linen  caps,  and  the 
reft  go  bare  headed ;  and  all,  ex- 
cept thofe  of  the  better  fort,  go 
likewife  bare-footed ;  as  do  auo 
the  women,  except  thofe  of  dif- 
tindUon,  who  wear  fandals,  and 
caft  a  veil  over   their    bodies, 
which  covers  them  all  over  from 
head  to  foot,  their  faces  except- 
ed, which  are  faid  to  be  very 
handfome  for  that  hot  clime.  The 
language  of  this  country  differs 
entirely  from  that  of  Kongo^  but 
the  Aftsdchi  eafily  learn  this  laft 
for  the  fake  of  trafficking  with 
them.     In  other  refpeds,  they 
live  much  like  the  wandering 
4rahsi  upon  hunting  and  plun- 
der.    Thus  much  may  fuffice 
for  that  wild  nation,  whofe  bra- 
very and  faithfulnefs  alone  re- 
commends them  to  the  kings  of 
Kongo  for  their  lifeguard  (3}. 


(3)  ^'iff'A-  ''*'  «•  f»  5*  'O'w/y,  />*/5^>  tah§ii  ^  0U 
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miles  ofF,  and  fervcJ  to  give  notice  of  his  approach.    Next 

to  thefe  are  the  officers  of  the   houihold,  followed  by  the 

Order  of   knights  of  the  Holy  Crofs^  an   order  inftitutcd  by  th^  firft 

the  Cro/s,  chrittian  king  of  KongOy  and  which  hath  maintained  itfclf  in 

great  credit  ever  fince.    The  king  appears  next,  preceded  by 

Offcers      two  young  fquires  of  the  nobleft  families  in  the  kingdom,  the 

near  bis     one  bearing  the  royal  fhield,  covered  with  a  tyger^'s  fkin,  and 

ferfin        the  fword  of  ftate,  adorned  with  precious  ftones  j  the  other 

holds  a  ftafF  in  his  hand  covered  with  red  velvet,  adorned  with 

two  mafly  knobs  of  filver,  one  at  each  end.     On  each  fide 

the  king  ride  two  officers,  who  keep  fanning  him  with  horfes 

t^ils,  and  behind  thefe  is  a  third,  who  carries  a  large  umbrella 

over  his  head,  of  red  d^mafk  richly  fringed  and  embroidered  : 

thefe  three, laft  muft  likewife  be  of  the  moft  illuftrious  fami* 

lies  of  the  kingdom,  as  they  are  allowed  to  be  neareft  to 

his  majefty's  perfon  *. 

nK^hen,  he        He  goes  to  mafs  with  much  the  fame  retinue  and  pomp  ; 

gM  t0       and,  upon  his  alighting  at  church,  is  led  by  two  mailers  of 

ma/s.         ceremonies  to  his  own  place,  where  there  is  a  chair  without 

arms  for  him  to  fit  upon  wh^n  he  thinks  fit^  and  feveral  vel- 

"ReJpeSs     vet  or  damafk  cufbions  to  kneel  upon*     As  foon  as  he  ia 

fatd  to      placed,  a  lighted  taper  is  put  into  his  hand,  which  he  gives  to 

inm  there,  his  next  page  to  hold,  till  the  gofpel  is  read,  at  which  time 

be  takes  it  from  him,  and  holds  it  up  till  that  is  iended,  when 

the  prieft  brings  it  to  him  to'kifs.    At  the  offertory  he  marches 

towards  the  altar,  where  the  prieft  gives  him  the  paten  to  kifs  ; 

after  which  he  makes  his  offering,  and  retires  to  his  place. 

He  retakes  the  lighted  taper  at  the  eleyation  of  the  hoft,  and 

continues  upon  his  knees  during  moft  of  the  remainder  of  the 

mafs ;  all  which  time  the  muuc  continues  playing^  and  the 

proper  anthems  are  fung ;  the  fervice  being  finiflied,  the  king 

fits  down,  and  receives  the  compliments  of  his  court,  and,  irt 

return  gives  them  his  bleffing  and  his  hand  to  kifs,  which  is 

efteemed  a  Angular  favour  j  which  ceremony  being  ended,  he 

returns  to  the  palace  in  the  f^me  order  and  pomp  ^  (G). 

'  Cavazzi  ap.  Labat,  1.  ii.  c.  lo.  p.  336,  &  feq.  &  al.  ubi 
fap.  ^  Labat,  ex  Cavas.  ubi  fup*  .        .* 

(G)  There  is,  we  are  told,  fprinkling  him  with  holy  water; 

one  odd  ceremony  more  upon  af(;er  which,  fixing  his  eyes  iii- 

this  occaiion,  which  is  peculiar  tently  upon  him,  he  gives  three 

to  this  court,  <i;/js.  That  when  loud  claps  with  his  hands,  to  no-  . 

the  king  is  come  to  the  threihold  tify  to  the  people  that  his  ma- 

of  the  church- door,  one  of  the  jefty  is  in  good  health,  which  is 

officers  who  carry  the  horfe-tail  anfwered  by  them  with  acclama-  , 

kneelsdown,  and  waves  it  *feve-^  tipns  of  joy.     The  king  then 

ral  times  before  him,  as  if  he  was  reaches  the  extremity  of  his  £n- 
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The  king's  court  is  both  very  numerous  and  brilliant,  con-  H^i  nume^ 
iiiling  not  only  of  the  proper  officers  of  his  houihold,  but  ofrpuf  ^wrt. 
^  the  governors  of  the  kingdom  ;  who,  when  they  come  to 
pay  their  refpei^ve  homage  and  tributes,  never  appear  but 
with  a  very  large. and  fumptuous  retinue  ;  to  which  we  may 
add  the  vaft  number  of  bis  generals,  and  other  officers  of  war,  Offiart. 
who  are  likewife  obliged  to  irefort  thither,  and  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms,  and  the  ftate  of  the  forces 
pnder  tbem,  and  fuch-like.     Befides  tl^efe,  he  hath  his  audi- 
tors, judges  of  difFjsrent  tribunsds,  counf^Uprs,  fecretaries,  i^c. 
whofe  refpedive  bufuiefs,  how  momentous  ^nd  difficult  foever, 
is  quickly  difp^tched  with  hjm,  becai|fe  all  is  tranfafled  here  Council 
in  a  verbal  and  fummary  manner,  and  without  any  writings  j  trmnfaat 
yet  the  multiplicity  of  affairs,  of  one  kind  or  other,  obliges  ^^tttn 
them  to  appear  frequently  before  him ;  for,  as  few  of  then)  '^^^^ 
can  read  or  write,  his  deCifions  and  orders  can  only  be  re-  ""^'^'V^V 
feived  by  word  of  mouth,  and  be  conveyed  by  them  to  their  Fenv  of 
diftant  clients,  by  perfons  of  known  character,  and  intrufted  tbem  am 
with  fome  undoubted  token  that  what  they  bring  is  the  refult  read  or 
of  the  royal  will.     If  the  diftance  of  the  place,  or  the  nature  iMiie. 
pf  the  mefiage  requires  a  fuller  difcuffion,  the  king's  orders  are 
fent  m  writing,  by  an  exprefs,  to  the  governor  or  officer  con- 
<:eraed  to  fee  them  executed ;    but  then  he  is^obliged  to  get 
fome  miffionary,  or  learned  cltfrk,  to  read  it  to  him,  and  to  , 
write  an  anfwer  to  it,  to  be  fent  by  the  fame  courier,  or  to  let 
his  majefly  know,  in  due  time,  how  punctually  his  orders 
have  been  obeyed  j  the  leaft  failure  in  duty,  or  even  in  cir- 
cumftances,  b^ing  reckoned  a  fufficient  offence  to  deprive  him 
of  his  office,  or  even  of  all  he  is  worth  \ 

So  that  thefe  grand  officers,  notwithftanding  their  pretended  Slavifi 
high  titles,  vafl  authority,  and  outward  grandeur,  are  in  idL&ft^^^ofbis 
^  great  {laves  as  thofe  they  tyrannij&e  over,  and  live  in  con-  ^^urtitru 
tinual  expectation  and  dread  of  fome  fignal  token  of  his  diffi- 
dence or  refentment ;  either  of  which,  whether  well  or  ill- 
grounded,  they  know  is  more  than  fufficient  to  haften  their 
ruin,  under  fo  defpotic  a  government,  and  prince,  who  knows 
himfelf  tobe  obeyed  rather  through  fear  than  affeCUon,  and 
from  a  principle  of  the  bafefl  felfiihnefs,  rather  than  of  duty 
andloy^ty. 

Uid.ibid. 

gen  to  him  to  kifs^  which  he    all  the  time  upon  his  knees,  till 

doth  with  great  devotion  and    he  beckons  to  him  to  get  up,  and  v 

refped^  three  times,  continuing    continue  his  march  (4  )• 

(4)  Labot  gst  CqvMZ.  (*  u*t*  Zo./.  3^8^  '&  fif, 
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Fa/aci»         The  royal  palace  and  apartments  are  vaftly  /pacious,  grand 
and  commodious ;  but  all  this  is  owing  to  ^t  Portuguefcy 
who  built  them  moftly  after  the  European  manner,  for  their 
own  ufe,  within  the  great  cinfturc  of  the  cattle ;  which,  after 
their  expuliion,  of  which  we  fhall  ipeak  more  fully  in  its  pro- 
per place,  became  the  refidence  of  the  JCongoefe  monarchs  ; 
but  they  have  been  far  from  keefMng  up  the  fumptuous  gran- 
Cburches    deur  in  which  they  left  it,  any  more  tihan  fome  ftately  churches 
in  it,  gone  they  had  reared  within  that  inclofure,  one  of  which  hath  now 
to  ruin,      ttodiing  left  but  bare  walls  ;  within  which  they  have  caufed 
barracks  io  be  built  for  their  foldiers  and  life-guard.  As  for  the 
apartments,  we  have  already  faid  fomething  of  them,  particu- 
larly of  his  ftately  throne  and  fumptuous  table,  by  which  the 
1       ..      reader  may  guefs  at  the  reft.     As  to  his  feraglio  (for  though 
serag  o.    j^^  marry  but  one  wife,  yet  he  may  keep  as  great  a  number 
and  variety  of  concubines  as  he  pleafes)  it  is  rather  a  priibn 
than  a  palace,  into  which  being  once  entered,  they  are  con- 
fined during,  the  remainder  of  their  life.     Their  apartments 
are  furrounded  either  with  ftrong  high  walls,  or  quickfet 
hedges,  of  fuch  height  and  thicknefs,  that  no  mortal  can  go 
over  or  through  them ;  the  cai'e  and  government  of  this  fe- 
male inclofure  is  ufually  committed  to  fome  nobleman  in  the 
hisheft  efteem  and  favour  with  the  king, 
C/tlfi  The  lady  who  is  lawfully  married  to  him  is  ftyled  mani 

fueen  and  mombanda,  or  miftrefs  of  the  women,  becaufe  flie  is  fet  over 
her  ladies,  all  the  reft  of  his  (eraglio.     Before  his  marriage  be  caufes  a 
tribute  to  be  levied  over  all  his  kingdom,  which  is  to  be  in- 
Her  dvw'  ^®^^  ^^  dowry  or  appennage,  to  the  young  princefs,  and  is 
ry  bow      called  pintelfo.    On  his  wedding  day,  proper  officers  are  or- 
raifid.       dered  to  meafure  the  length  and  breadth  of  every  bed  ;  and 
the  owner  of  it  is  taxed  according  to  it,  fo  much  for  every 
fpan ;  as  foon  as  the  marriage- ceremony  is  over,  fhe  is  con- 
duced to   her  apartment  in  the  royal  palace,  with  all  the 
young  ladies  that  are  to  be  her  conftant  attendants,  where  moft 
of  their  time  is  fpent  in  diverting  her  and  themfelves  ;  and,  if 
Mutual     we  may  believe  fome  authors  ™,  they  mutually  gratify  each 
infidelity,  other's  inclinations.     The  queen  permits  the  greateft  part  of 
them  to  lie  out  of  her  apartment  at  nights;  whilft  they,  in  re- 
Wanton-    turn,  wink  at  her  irregularities,  and  at  any  bold  gallant  that 
nefs  of  her  dares  venture  his  neck  over  thofe  high  walls  or  hedges  for  her 
maids.       fake,  and  at  the  rifk  of  a  fiire  and, dreadful  death,  in  cafe  of 
a  difcovery,  though  he  were  of  the  greateft  quality  in  the  king- 
dom, or  even  a  Portuguefe  (H).  As  for  the  king,  he  not  only 
"*  Cavaz.  Dapper,  Davity,  &  al.  hath 

(G)  We  muA  here  obferve,  lege,  that  if  they  have  a  law- fuit 
that,  in  other  cafes,  the  Portw  with  a  native,  they  are  tried  by 
gue/e  have  here  a  peculiar  privi-    a  judge  of  their  §wn^  ^pwed  by 

Ac 
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bath  fr«e  accefs  to  her  when  he  pleafes,  but  makis  no  fcniple 
to  take  the  fame  freedom  with  any  of  Aofe  young  ladies  he 
Tikes,  as  he  doth  with  his  other  concubines,  notwithftanding 
ail  the  remonftrances  of  his  fother  qonfeflbr,  or  of  the  moft 
zealous  miffionaries.  And  it  is  the  great  liber^  he  takes  widi 
thofe  women  which  often  provokes  his  queen  to  infideh'ty, 
efpecially  as  there  is  no  diftitH^kion  made  between  the  children 
he  hath  by  her,  and  thofe  he  hath  by  his  concubines  \ 

His  revenue  confifts  chiefly  in  the  tribute  that  is  paid  to  His  nvif 
hiffl  by  feveral  vaflal  princes,  as  thofe  of  Jngola^  Loango,  and  tun, 
fome  other  inferior  ones,  and  which  the  mani  or  governors  of  wbfMce. 
Ae  fix  chief  provinces  are  obliged  to  pay  him,  which,  as  we 
have  elfewhere  obferved  ®,  comes  generally  very  fhort  of  what . 
it  oi^ht  to  be,  and  of  which  confequently  no  exad  eftimate 
can  K  made.  There  are  others  that  make  him  a  kind  of  free- 
will ofierings,  fome  of  cattle,  others  of  grain,  wine,  palm-oil^ 
and  the  like,  as  an  acknowledgment  for  the  lands  thty  hold 
under  him ;  thefe  are  commonly  brought  to  him  on  St.  james^s 
day,  when  he  is  obliged  to  give  them  a  fumptuous  feaft,  and 
to  make  them  fome  fmall  prefents,  which,  if  we  may  believe 
fome  authors,  amounts  to  within  80  crowns  of  the  full  value 
of  what  they  bring  p.     He  is,  moreover,   the  fole  propri-  j^  thifilg 
dor  of  all  the  zimbis,  or  cockle-fhells,  which  are  the  current  ^,„,j,^/^ 
coin  of  this  and  other  neighbouring  kingdoms,  which  bring  ^g/l^c9iffm 
him,  in  exchange,  ilaves,  elephants  teeth,  fanders,  ftuffs, 
cattle,  millet,  and  other  commodities.    This  branch  is  rec^* 
koned  fo  confiderable,  that  he  prefers  it  to  that  of  his  mines  of  j^'      ^ 
fflver  and  gold,  which  he  either  fuffcrs  to  go  neglefted,  or  per-  noid^jL 
haps  keeps  in  rcferve,  as  having  a  more  intrinfic  value  (^)*nigk^^ 
The  renewing  of  fiefs  and  inveflitures,  fines  and  confifcations, 

like- 

■  lid.  iUd^  ^  Bcforc,p.i8,&feq.         P  Daipper,  Afiic. 

fob.  Kongo.  ^ 

Afi  fiSfigy  and  according  to  the  any  infiance  of  it  in  their  hif* 

kw8  of  their  country ;  and  if  it  tory . 

be  in  the  cafe  of  a  capital  crime,  (H)  We  are  told  by  Odoard 

tlie  king  contents  himfelf  with  Lopex,  that  Don  Sebaftian^  king 

baniihing  them.     And  if  they  of  Portugal^  having    been  in- 

cai,  by  money  or  prefents,  gain  formed  that  there  were  mines  of 

Ibme  friends  at  court,  they  are  gold  and  filver  in  feveral  parts 

frequently  recalled.      But,  in  of  the  kingdom,    fent  thither 

cafe  of  a  criminal  converfe  with  fome  perfons  well  fkilled  in  that 

this  ^een,  that  privilege  would  art,  to  make  what  difcoveries 

Bot,  it  feems^  be  allowed  to  him,  they  could  of  them ;   but  that 

(5)  though  we  do  not  meet  with  the  king  of  i&ffg^o's  confeiTor, 

F.  Fran* 
(5)  Dawitj,  Afrit,  fuh  K^ngft^  Figofii,  Linfcbot,  &  al. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^4  ^e  African  Hijldry  of         6.  XTm> 

Itkewife  brings  him  a  confiderable  income;   to  which  we 
may  add  that  he  can  levy  taxes  upon  his  fubje£b  as  often  as 
hepleafes;  but  feldom  doth  it,  except  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  the 
poverty  of  his  fubjeds  being  fuch  as  might  drive  them  into 
defpair,  or  a  revolt,  if  they  were  too  frequent, 
JSs  forces.     His  (landing  force's  are  neither  numerous^  nor  well-difci- 
plined,  and  ftill  worfe  armed  and  cloathed ;  after  the  peace 
concluded  with  the  Portuguefe^  wherein  thefe  engaged  them- 
felves  to  prote£l  the  king  of  Kongo  againft  his  enemies,  they 
advifed  him  to  ereft  fortrefies  in  feveral  parts  of  his  domi- 
nions ;  particularly  on  the  coafts,  in  the  iflands  ^indangas^ 
and  in  the  inland  at  MaopangUy  Ambacca^  Majfangano^  and 
Qarrijons.  fome  other  parts  of  his  frontiers,  and  to  garrifon  them  partly 
with  Portuguefe,  arid  partly  with  his  own  troops  ;  and  thefe 
laft  were  to  ic  difciplined  oy  the  former,  as  far  as  it  could  be 
done,  after  the  European  manner.     But  whether  the  fame  was 
done  with  refpeft  to  his  other,  troops  or  no,  it  is  plain  they 
have  fince  returned  to  their  old  way,  tho'  they  are  all  obliged 
nitTtfci'    to  appear  at  their  ftated  mufters,  Xvhere  they  are  ufually  exer- 
fUned^       cifed,  but  not  fo  much  how  to  ufe  their  oiFenfive  as  their  de- 
clad^  and  fgnfive  weapons,  and  to  cover  their  bodies,  which  are  naked 
^I^^^  /  ^^^"^  *^^  W2\&  upwards,  with  their  fhields  made  of  thick 
though  of-  (jjjj^g^  ^jjj,  fm^i^.  precaution  and  dexterity,  as  to  avoid  the  mif- 
*^'  ^^'j     ^'^^  ^"^^  ^f  ^^^  enemy.     They  are  likewife  inured  to  fall  on 
^ewe  ,     ^j^^  j.^^  ^j^j^  ^  dreadlefs  kind  of  bravery,  or  rather  fury,  which 
they  do  accordingly  upon  all  occafions  ;  but,  as  their  arms  are 
of  little  ufe  in  fuch  violent  and  irriegular  onfets,  for  want  of 
better  difcipline,  thiey  are  eafily  put  to  the  rout ;  and,  when 
they  are  fo,  are  feldom  able  to  rally ;  fo  that  the  brewing  of 
the  very  iirft  body  is  mofily  attended  with  a  general  rout,  and 
precipitate  flight.      . 

These  mufters,  or  excrcifes,  which  they  call  fanganjentos 
^nd  nfangaro,  and  which  are  rather  for  fhew  than  fervice,  are 

F :  France/co  BarButo^  though  a  lihoody  the  lofs  of  thofe  mines, 

Fortugue/e,  had   difTuaded  him  was  attended  with  that  of  vaft 

from  confenling  to  fuch  a  fearchy  numbers    of    Portuguefi    mer- 

alleging  to  him,  that  the  difco-  chants,  who   traded     in    thofe 

veryof  them  might  caufe  his  do-  parts,  and   forfook  them  fooil 

minions  to  be  taken  from  him  after,   to  the  great  detriment  of 

foy  little  and  little.  Upon  which  the  traffic  between  thofe  nationt^ 

thofe  artiils   were  direded  to  as  well  as  the  decay  of  chrifti- 

places  where  there  were  no  fuch  anity  in  that  kingdom,  occafi- 

mines  to  be  found.    This  cheat,  oned  by  the  great  fcarcity  of 

however,  our   author  tells  us,  Portuguefe  prielts  which  enfued* 

though  ic  prevented,  in  all  like-  foon  after  (6). 

•  (6)  Pigafit,  /,  ii.  f.  6, 

conftantly 
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coiiftantly  made  on  St.  Jameses  dav,  when  there  is,  as  we  The  man- 
hinted  above,  the  greateft  concourfe  of  nobles  and  prime  offi-  ner  of  hit 
cers  at  the  court;    that  being  the  day  on  which  the  vallal>-/w>wi/^ 
princes  and  governors  bring  their  offerings  to  the  king,  and  ^hem. 
on  which  he  not  only  feafts  them,  but  gives  them  his  blefEng, 
in  the  manner  we  have  before  defcribed.    Thefe  reviews 
making  one  part  of  the  feftivity,  every  foldier  is  emulous  to  ap- 
pear at  them ;  but  their  figure  and  variety  of  arms  hath  fome-  p/^^y^ 
thing  fo  uncouth,  that  a  ftranger  would  take  them  for  nothing  J^^ 
lefs  than  a  ftated  mufter ;  fome  appearing  with  bows  and  ar^ 
rows  of  diiFerent  makes  and  fizes,  others  with  broad  fwords, 
fpadoes,  daggers,  and  cutlafles;     fome  without  any  other 
cloaths  or  arms  than  their  long  targets ;    others  with  their  bo-    . 
dies  covered  with  various  (kins  of  beafts,  from  the  girdle  to 
the  knee ;  fome  with  their  face  and  fkin  painted  with  figures  Bodieshal/ 
of  various  kinds,  the  more  monflrous  the  more  warlike;  and  naked  and 
all  of  them  armed  and  accoutred,  according  to  their  fancy  ox  painted. 
ability,  an4  thofe  who  cannot  afford  themfelves  a  broad  fword 
of  metal  will  get  one  of  fome  heavy  wood.    What  ftill  more  , 
difgraces  their  appearance,  is  that  their  colours  are  commonly 
no  better  than  dirty  rags  torn  and  mangled  ;  their  fleel  and 
iron  weapons  eat  up  with  ruft;  their  wooden  ones  ill  painted 
and  imitated.     Add  to  this,  that  as  the  invalids,  a  mixture  of  Mean  af- 
old  and  young,  blind  and  lame,  are  likewife  obliged  to  aflift,  peetranie. 
one  fees  fome  without  arms,  others  without  legs,  and  carried 
upon  other  mens  fhoulders ;  their  heads  are  drefled  with  va- 
riety of  feathers  of  different  colours,  and  in  almoft  as  many 
different  fafhions  as  there  are  men ;  and  all  of  them,  befides 
their  particular  weapons,  afFed  to  appear  with  fome  kind  of 
tool  belonging  to  his  particular  trade,  if  he  has  any. 

All  this  huge  army  is  divided  into  feveral  bodies,  at  the  jj^^  ^^^ 
head  of  each  of  which  the  king  marches,  attended  by  his  gf^cijed, 
court,  takes  a  full  view  of  them,  and  commends  or  difcom- 
mends,  punifhes  or  rewards,  promotes  or  degrades,  as  he  fees 
occafion.  After  this,  thefe  bodies  engage  and  make  a  (ham 
fight  one  againft  the  other,  and  with  as  much  feeming  fury  as 
if  they  were  engaging  an  enemy;  and  thefe  mock  battles  fel-  , 
donv  fail  of  ending  in  dry  blows,  broken  heads  and  limbs,  and 
pther  deadly  wounds,  every  one  being  eager,  in  the  heat  of 
the  adion,  to  (hew  his  valour  before  the  king  and  court,  who 
appear  there  in  all  their  pomp  and  brilliancy,  though  greatly 
cclipfed  by  the  vaft  clouds  of  dufl  which  are  raifed  by  thefe 
military  exercifes.  All  this  while,  the  princes  of  the  blood, 
and  great  officers,  are  animating  them  to  fight  valiantly  and 
intrepidly  under  the  ftandards  of  fo  glorious  and  povverful  a 
monarch.  Where  is  there  fuch  another  to  be  found  under 
heaven  ?    cry   fome  :*  Where   is    there   one  that    can   be 
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compared  with,  or  dare  make  head  againft  his  formidable 
power  ?   cry  others :  Let  him  live  for  eycr,  anfw^s  a  third 
groupe;  let  his  throne  be  exalted  above  the  fun  and  ftars :  let 
all  his  enemies  be  confounded,  and  trodden  fmall  like  the  duft 
under  his  feet,  anfwers  the  general  chorus.  Immediately  after 
which,  the  martial  mufic  is  ordered  to  ftrike  up,  which  brings 
on  a  fre(h  and  more  furious  onfet,  in  the  heat  of  which  vaft 
numbers  are  laid  fprawltng  on  the  ground,  and  many  feem 
even  to  court  death,  for  the  fake  of  falling  before  fuch  an  il- 
luftrious  affembly. 
Ml/-        '    Th£  mufqueteers  are  indeed  the  beft  difciplined,  and  make 
fueuert     the  fineft  (how  upon  the  field ;  thefc,  having  been  formerly 
better dif'  taught  the  ufe  of  fire-arms  by  the  Fertuguefe^  do  ftill  retain 
€$f  lined,    the  art  of  handling  them  with  furprlfmg  dexterity  and  judg- 
ment 'y  and,  upon  thefe  and  the  like  occafions,  make  conti- 
nual difcharges.with  their  mufquets^  and  may  fome  time  or 
other  prove  too  hard  for  thofc  who  inftrudfed  them.     The 
There-      ceremony  of  the  fight  being  over,  the  king  commonly  treats 
w/w  ends  *^^  combatants  with  a  plentiful  fupper,  on  the  field  of  battle, 
nuitba      which  is  as  greedily  devoured  by  his  hungry  guefts,  though 
feaft.        in  the  midft  of  the  fame  difmalclouds  of  duft,  which  a  ftran- 
.ger,  unofed  to  them,  could  hardly  breathe  in,  or  fee  through. 
After  they  haveconfumcd  all  the  provifions  that  are  laid  before 
them,  the  feaft  ufaally  concludes  with  mufic,  dancing,  and 
other  diverfions ;  during  which,  they  are  fo  often  obliged  to 
wa(h  down  the  duft  they  ratfe  anew,  with  quaffing  of  ftrong 
,  Dancing    liquors,  till  quite  overcome  with  them,  and  the  fatigue  of  the 
and  drink'  day,  they  all  lie  down  upon  the  bare  ground,  and  fleep,  till 
'»g»  the  morning  lights  them  towards  their  refpeSive  homes  *i. 

The  troops      TnfisE  troops  are  under  the  rcfpeftive  mani,  or  governors  . 
how  levi'  of  the  provinces,  and  obhged  to  march  under  them  upon  all 
edto fight  expeditions  or  incurfions  they  think  fit  to  make  into  an  cne- 
mnderthe   my's  or  Other  independent  provinces ;  but  when  the  king  goes 
king.         in  perfon,  they  are  all  obliged  to  repair  to  the  royal  ftandard 
under  refpeftive  oflSccrs,  with  their  arms  and  provifions.  Thefe 
Foot  fro-  laft  are  generally  inconfiderable,  and  juft  fufficient  to  keep 
•vifions.      them  alive  two  or  three  days ;  but  we  muft  here  obferve ' 
that  in  all  fuch  excurfions,  they  ieize  on  all  that  comes  m 
their  way,  without  regard  to  friend  or  foe,  fruits,  grain,  cattle^ 
beafls,  wild  and  tame,  ferpents,  infe6b,  even  the  bark  and  root 
of  trees ;  all  is  alike  to  thofe  famifhed  troops,  who  leave  no-* 
-.    ,       thing  behind  but  horrid  devaftation  and  mifery  where-evcr 
nvherT     ^^^^  P^^^  through ;  whilft  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  villages 
theypafs.  ^^^  hamlets  are  forced,  at  the  firft  alarm  of  their  approach,  to 
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retire  into  the  woods,  mountains,  or  other  places  of  fafety 
with  their  families,  cattle,  and  what  other  cfiecbs  they  can 
carry  off  with  them,  and  to  leave  their  houfes,  and  the  reft  of 
their  goods,   to   their   mercy.      Notwithftanding  all  which  . 
dreadful  ravages,  vaft  numbers  perifti  in  their  march,  through 
hunger,  ficknefs,  and  To  many  other  accidents,  that  the  king  Jn  often 
lofcs  more  than  half  his  army   before  he  comes  in  fight  o^J^arwed. 
the  enemy,  and  is  fometimes  obliged  to  return  homewards 
with  lefs  than  dtit  third  part  of  it,  through  the  unfitnefs  of  the 
feafon,  without  having  ftruck  a  ftroke,  or  done  any  harm  to 
anybut  his  own  fubjefts(I). 

If  they  are  to  engage  the  enemy,  they  always  affecS^,  if  pof-  tio<w  they 
fible,  to  do  it  in  fome  fpacious  plain,  where  both  armies  en-  '^g^g^^^d 
gaged,  as  was  lately  hinted,  fall  upon  each  other  with  greater -^^^» 
fury  than  regularity;  the  commander's  authority  ceafing  to 
have  any  check  upon  them  from  the  moment  the  onfet  is  be- 
gun.   They  continue  fighting  in  the  fame  defperate  obfti- 
nacy  till  one  fide  begins  to  give  way,  which  is  no  fooner  per-  and  an 
ceivedjthan  the  reft  betakelhemfelves  to  their  heels,  without  eafily 
minding  the  efforts  which  their  officers  make  to  rally  them,  routed. 
The  flight  of  one  army  never  fails  of  encouraging  the  other 
to  an  obftinate  purfuit ;  during  which  time  the  flaughter  con- 
tinues without  intermiffion,  no  quarter  being  given  by  either  ^''^^  »*• 
fide  till  the  yanquiflied  are  got  out  of  their  reach ;    upon  i^^rttr* 
which  they  return  and  plunder  the  enemy's  camp,  feize  all 
the  men,  women,  and  children,  fick  and  lame,  they  find  there, 
,  as  well  as  all  the  ftragglers  that  fall  in  their  way,  whom  th^y 
brand  as  their  flaves,  and  look  upon  as  the  moft  confiderable 
part  of  the  fpoil,  and  gladly  difpatch,  as  foon  as  they  can» 
to  the  fea  fide,  or  to  fome  inland  market,  to  be  fold  to  the 
Europeans  for  flaves.     As  for  the  wounded,  few,  if  any,  {nt^ 
Vive  their  defeat,  their  weapons  being  poifoned  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  they  caufe  a  fpeedy  and  unavoidable  death  where* 

(I)  What  is  ftill  more  dread-  ger  or  thirft,  wild  beads,  fer* 

fttl  to  read  of,  if  not  exaggerat-  pents^  and  other  dreadful  cala-* 

ed  by  oar  author^  is  that  thofe  mities ;  and  that  the  kindefl  of- 

Qofortanate  troops,  who,  thro'  fice  which  their  neareil  friends 

fidiicfs,  violent  heats,  rains,  fa-  can  do,  is  to  ir^e  them  from 

ligue,  (^f.  are  not  able  to  fellow  the  terror  of  their  condition,  bjr 

the  body  of  the  army,  are  aban-  a  fpeedier  death;  which  they  rea- 

doncd,  without  pity  or  remorfe,  dily  give  them  at  their  requeft, 

both  by  the  king  and  their  offi-,  by  fevering    their  heads  from 

fcrs,  to  whom  the  new  recruit-  their  fhoulders,  or  running  them 

ing  is  fo  cheap  and  eafy,  to  pe-  through  the  body  ( r). 
"4  in  the  way,  either  with  hun- 

\\)  Uiat  tx  C*vax,  uhijup,  I.  \u  c,  l,p,  i4,&  fe^*  figdfet,  Davitv,  &  aU 
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ever  they  draw  blood,  unlefs  the  perfon  be  provided  with 
fome  extraordinary  antidote,  which  is  the  cafe  of  but  few, 
excepting  thofe  of  higher  rank  r.  ^ 

It  feldom  happens  that  a  vidlory  is  not  foon  followed  by  a 
peace  ;  but  which,  being  concluded  upon  the  viftor's  terms, 
hardly  proves  of  longer  duration  than  till  the  vanquiflied  hath 
fufficicntly  recovered  his  ftrength  to  renew  the  war.     The 
kings  of  Kongo  are  even  frequently  forced,  though  conquerors, 
to  forego  that  advantage,  and  to  hurry  up  ^eace  atany  rate, 
with  an  enemy,  or  even  a  revolted  vaflal,  to  prevent  a  new 
rebellion  being  raifed  in  fome  other  part  of  his  extenfive  do- 
minions, or  to  fupprefs  fome  other  already  raifed ;  of  this  we 
{hall  meet  with  various  inftances  in  the  fequel  of  their  hiftory. 
We  (hall  conclude  this  article  of  the  Kongoefe  monarchs  with 
an  account  of  the  honours  paid  to  them  at  their  funerals. 
Thefune-       In  former  days,  before  they  wpre  converted  to  chriftianity, 
ral  obft-    they  ufed  a  multitude  of  pompous  and  fuperftitious  ceremonies, 
quits  of     as  facrifices  of  various  kinds,  accompanied  with  fuitable  mu« 
tbetrmo'    fjc^  howling,  dancing,  and  feaftings,  which  lafted  a  whole 
narcbs,      week,  and  were  refumed  once  a  year,  on  the  anniverfary  of 
their  demife.     All  the  mani,  princes,  governors,  &f^.  were 
obliged  to  affift,  and  to  appear  with  their  ufual  grand  retinue, 
in  their  funeral  guife  ;  and,  what  was  a  ft  ill  greater  mark  of 
A  cruel     honour,  a  certain  number,   either  of  his  favourite  concu- 
cuftomfor-  bines,  or  of  the  young  ladies  belonging  to  the  court,  were  to 
merlyufcd.  accompany  the  corpfe,  not. only  to,  but  into,  the  grave. 
The  number  of  thofe  who  were  allowed  to  be  buried  alive 
with  him,  and  to  accompany  him  into  the  other  world,  fel- 
dom exceeded  twelve ;  but  that  of  the  candidates  to  that  ho- 
nour was  niuch  more  confiderable ;  and  their  ftruggle  fo  vio- 
lent,  that  they  even  fought  for  it  with  furprifing  eagernefe, 
till  the  conteft  was  decided  by   fome  proper  oflicer  of  his 
court,  or  fometimes  by  lot ;  and  fo  happy  did  thofe  young 
females  think  themfelves  who  were  nominated  to  it,  that  they 
ftrove  to  appear  on  that  occafion  with  all  poiSble  pomp  and 
,     gaiety.  Their  near  relations  feemed  no  lefsfenfible  of  the  ho- 
nour done  to  them  by  it,  and  prefented  them  with  jewels,  the 
richeft  cloaths,  and  other  ornaments,  to  enable  them  to  make 
the  nbbleft  appearance,  both  at  this  folemnity,  and  in  the 
AhoUJhed   ^^^er  World.     Chriftianity  hath  long  fincc  aboliflied  that  in- 
Jincetbtir  hum^n  cuftom,  but  hath  not  been  able  to  do  the  fame  by 
converfion,  fome  others,  which,  though  lefs  barbarous,  are  yet  a  difgrace 
to  it ;  particularly  the  drunken  revels  which  are  ftill  indulged, 
both  during  the  oftave  of  the  obfequies,  and  on  the  anniver- 

f  Lab  AT  ubi  fup.  1.  ii.c.  i .  p.  1 3,  &  feq.  Davity,  Dapper,  &  al. 
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6iy  ones.  In  other  re<pe£ls,  they  are  performed  after  the  ri- 
tual of  the  church  of  Rome^  and  with  the  fplendor  which  is 
ufed  to  crowned  heads ;  excepting,  perhaps,  that  thofe  of  this 
kmgdom  are  depofited  in  a  large  tomb,  or  rather  vault,  in  a 

t  fitting  pofture,  upon  a  ftately  armed  chaif  *. 

f      The  Kongoefe  have  no  written  laws,  but  cuftom  and  tra-  ^hey  have 
dition  ferve  them  inftead  of  a  code  and  commentaries,  unlefs  no  nfjrittai 
favour  or  bribery  interpofe.     As  the  people  are  naturally  brut-  ^^'"'''• 
ifli,  envious,  and  vindictive,  they  are  fo  oftqn  at  law  with  each 
other,  that  the  judges  would  hardly  have  any-thing  elfe  to  do 
but  to  hear  and  judge  caufes,  had  they  not  as  expeditious  a  Their  lawi> 
method  of  difpatching  them.     Every  province  hath  a  chief >'V/f«fVi- 
juftice,  or,  as  he  is  ftyled,  a  royal  judge,  both  for  the  civil  /k  dif- 
and  criminal  affairs  j    from  whom,  however,  an  appeal  may?*'^^^^' 
be  made  to  the  king,  who  prefides  twice  a  week  at  the  fu- 
preme  court,  and  determines  the  conteft  by  his  abfolute  au- 
thority.    The  royal  judge  has  inferior  ones  under  him  in  eve- 
ry town,  and  community,  from  whofe  fentence  the  parties  may 
appeal  to  him ;  but  this  Is  feldom  done,  except  in  matters  of 
great  moment,  the  remedy  being  looked  upon  as  worfe  than^ 
the  difeafe  in  thofe  of  a  more  trivial  nature ;  fo  that  they  com- 
monly chufe  to  acquiefce  with  their  fentence^  and,  how  unjuft 
foever  they  may  think  it,  feldom  venture  to  complain  againft 
it.    Every  judge  chufes  a  number  of  affiftants,  commonly 
twelve,  out  of  his  own  comniunity ;  and,  when  the  caufe  is  The  judges 
brought  before  him,  hears  and  examines  the  parties  and  their  ^^0^  12 
evidence  ;  the  plaintiiF  and  defendant  are  the  oply  pleaders,  ajpftants. 
the  former  opens  and  endeavours  to  prove  his  caufe  as  well  as  7-^^  p^r^ 
he  can,  and  the  other  anfwers  to  it  in  the  fame  manner,     li  ties  plead 
any  think  themfelves  incapable  of  pleading  their  own  cvLuk^  fir  tbem- 
they  are  aDowed  to  fubftitute  a  friend  to  do  it  for  them,  Vfho/ehes. 
muft  be  iriftrafled  in  every  thing  before  he  appears  at  court. 
When  both  fides  have  been  heard,  fometimes  once,  and  fome- 
times  oftener,  the  judge  recapitulates  the  whole  evidence  to 
his  affiftants,  and  a(ks  their  opinion ;  if  any  difference  or  dif- 
pute  arifcs  between  them,  he  endeavours  to  bring  them  over 
to  his  fide ;  but  whether  he  doth  or  not^  he  immediately  pro- 
nounces fentence,  and  difmifles  the  parties ;  fo  that  the  begin- 
ning and  ending  of  a  law-fuit  feldom  takes  up  above  two.  or 
three  hours. 

The  worft  of  it  is,  that  thefe  judges,  who  are  all  extreme*  Their  me* 
ly  liable  to  be  corrupted,  do  often  rcmfe  the  parties  afufficient  thod  often 
time  to  get  their  evidences  ready,  for  want  of  which  they  are  toopreci- 
unjuftly  caft,  whipped,  and  imprifoned,  till  the  antagortift  is  p^^^'- 
iatisfied.     On  the  other  hand,  he  that  gains  his  caufe,  efpeci- 
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ally  if  by  bribery  and  corruption,  is  obliged,  in  fome  meafure, 
to  exhauft  himfelf  in  feafting  his  judge,  evidence,  and  other 
friends  fevcral  days  fucceflively,  and  in  a  more  expenfive  man- 
ner than  his-  circumftances  can  poffiWy  afFord  ^ 

The  method  is  much  the  fame  in  criminal  cafes,  wherein 
only  three  offences  are  deemed  capital ;  viz.  treafon,  murder, 
and  forcery.  Iri  thp  former  the  offender's  punifliment  chiefly 
depends  on  the  prince's  will,  who  commonly  condemns  them 
to  the  lofs  of  their  heads  and  eftate,  the  latter  of  which  is  con- 
fifcated  into  his  treafury.  The  man  convifted  of  murder  is 
immediately  beheaded,  unlefs  fome  atrocious  circumftances  be 
thought  to  require,  or  the  relations  of  the  deceafed  petition 
for,  a  more  fevere  death  ;  in  which  cafe  he  is  ufually  deli- 
vered up  to  them,  to  fuffer  fuch  punifliment  as  they  think  pro- 
per to  inflicSt  on  him  ;  which  is  generally  done  immediately 
after  the  fentence  is  pronounced.  Magic,  or  forcery,  a  crime 
very  rife  and  common  in  the  unconverted  provinces,  is,^  on 
that  account,  punifhed  the  more  feverely  by  the  chriftians, 
and  the  perfon  convi6ied  of  it  is  immediately  burned  alive; 
which  punifliment  feems  to  have  been  introduced  into  this 
kingdom  by  the  P&rtuguefe^  after  their  planting  the  gofpel 
among  them.  Other  puniftiraents,  for  lefler  crimes,  are  the 
baftonade,  whipping,  fines,  and  imprifonments ;  on  which  we 
need  not  dwell  longer  than  to  obfcrve,  that,  as  in  moft  other 
arbitrary  governments,  fo  in  this,  the  two  former  generally 
fall  to  the  lot  of  the  poorer,  and  the  two  laft  to  that  of  the 
wealthier  fort.  Thefe  and  many  other  arbitrary  infl:an€es  of 
cruelty  and  oppreflion  (K),  which  arc  praftifed  by  thofe  in  au- 
thority, 

»  Lab  AT,  ibid^  c.  ii.  p.  23,  &  feq.  &  al.  fup.  citat. 


(K)  There  is  ftill  a  more  fla- 
grant piece  of  injuftice  and  cru-r 
city  pradlifed  with  impunity  by 
perfons  of  rank  on  thofe  of  a 
lower  clafs :  if  one  of  the  latter 
fort  chance  to  run  in  debt  to  one 
of  the  former,  he  is  not  only  li- 
able to  be  ftrippM  of  all  he  hath, 
not  excepting  his  wife  and  fa- 
mily, who,  in  fuch  cafes,  are  of- 
ten fold  for  flavcs,  but  to  be  al- 
fo  ill-treated,  ballonaded,  drag- 
ged toajail,  and  inhumanly  ufcd 
in  it,  in  order  to  oblige  fome  of 
his  friends  to  procure  him  his  li- 
b(  rty  at  an  exorbitant  rate. 


What  IS  flill  more  unjuft  and 
inhuman,  is,  that  if  any  infol- 
vent  debtor  fecrete  himfelf  fh>m 
his  tyrannic  creditor,  or  flee  into 
fome  other  country,  cither  tq 
avoid  a  jail,  or  being  fold  for  a 
flave,  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  fla- 
grant crime  ;  and  the  creditor 
would  make  no  difficulty  of 
feizing  on  fome  wealthy  rela- 
tion of  hi?,  and  imprifon  hrm  in 
his  Head,  and  by  way  of  feca- 
rity,  till  he  had  extorted,  by  the 
moll  cruel  ufage  of  him,  a  fuffi- 
cient  fum  from  his  other  friends, 
tofatisfy  the  runaway's  debt. 
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thoritjr,  and  but  too  frequently  allowed  and  winked  at  by  the 
prince,  tho'  both  making  open  profeffion  of  the  gofpel,  doth 
but  ftill  more  confirm  what  hath  been  more  than  once  obferv- 
cd  in  this  chapter,  both  of  the  low  degree  to  which  chriftj- 
anity  hath  been  reduced,  fince  their  firft  converfion  to  it,  and 
of  the  occafion  which  the  example  of  fome  Europeans^  who 
arc  fettled  there,  hath  given  to  that  degeneracy".     Thefe  do  ^ke  infc 
not  carry  their  rigor  fo  far  as  to  fell  their  infolvent  debtors  ^^^^  peopU 
forflaves;  neither  perhaps  doth  the  government  allow  them  ^yranni/ed 
that  liberty  ;  but  they  commonly  feize  on  all  his  flaves,  and  ^^  ^ 
keep  them  for  their  own  ufe,  till  they  are  fully  paid ;  which  is,  ^^^^^f^' 
infaS,  depriving  the  poor  debtor  of  his  whole  livelihood,  tho'  t^^*^^^* 
not  of  his  liberty.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Kongoefe  pay  ftill 
lefs  regard  to  them,'  and,  if  any  of  them  prove  infolvent,  will 
feize  on  any  effefts  of  the  reft,  as  if  they  all  (tood  bound  for 
each  other;  againft  which  thefe  have  no  other  remedy  than 
oppofing  force  to  force  ;    or,  as  it  fometimes  happens,  when       * 
they  have  the  upper  hand,    by  making  reprifals  upon  them. 
This  plainly  fliews  how  little  either  of  them  are  governed  by 
reafon  or  equity,  when   they  get  the  power  into  their  own 
hands.     As  for  the  Portuguefe^  we  muft  here  obferve,  that 
they  are  allowed  a  judge  of  their  own  nat;ion,  npt  only  for 
their  law-fuits,  among  themfelves,  but  between  them  and  the 
natives,  who^  decides  all  controverfies  according  to  the  laws 
oi  Portugal  I  SL  privilege  which  is  granted   to  no  other  Eu- 
ropeans w. 

St.  Salvador  is  the  chief  place  of  their  refidence  and  l^he  traffic 
trafic; -there  are  reckoned  to  be  about  4006  of  them  fettled  of  the 
in  that  metropolis,  who  traffic  with  mott  parts  of  the  king-  Kongoefe 
A)in ;  the  chief  commoditie*  they  bring  thither  are  cither  the  w///^  Bu- 
produft  of  Braftl^  or-  of  the  manufa<aures  oi  Europe.     We  J^ope; 
have  elfewhere  fpoken  of  the  former,  which  confifts  chiefly 
in  grains,  fruits,  plants,  and  other  provifions  for  the  mouth. 
The  latter  ufually  confifts  in  Turky  carpets,  Englijh  cloth, 
and  other  ftuiFs ;  copper  and  brafs  vefl'els,  fome  kinds  of  blue 
earthen- ware,  rings,  and  ornaments  of  gold,  filver,  and  other 

"  See  before,  p.  78.  ^  Lab  at, -ex  Cavaz.  Dapper, 

Jarric,  Pigafet.  &  al. 

This  arbitrary  cruelty  extends  piftoles,  to  a  fuperior,  and  not 

even  fo  far  as  to  debts  contrafted  be  able  to  pay  him,  he  would 

by  gaming,  a  vice  to  which  the  be  equally  cxpofcd  to  the  fame 

Kongoefe  are  much  addicted ;  for,  hardfhips  and  ill  treatment  as  if 

Ihouldone  of  a  lower  rank  hap-  he  had  borrowed  it,  and/  given 

pen  to  lofe  two  or  three  cofis,or  his  bond  for  it  (2). 

{7.yCava»zi  af,  Labat,  /.  ij.  e,  2,  /?.  a6^  ^/'f.  ^  aU 
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bafer  metals  ;  coral,  glafs  beads,  bugles,  and  other  trinkets  ; 

tobacco,  wine,  brandy,  and  other  fpirituous  liquors  ;  light 

ftufFs  made  of  cotton,  linen,  and  woollen,  for  death ingi 

and  a  great  variety  of  tqpls  and  utenfils.'    In  return  for  which 

they  carry  ofFfuch  a  prodigious  number  of  flaves  for  the  plan- 

confifts       tations  in  America^  that  iome  make  the  yearly  amount  from 

chiefly  in    this  kingdom,  and  fome  other  fettlements  they  have  on  the 

fla<vei.       fame  African  coafts,  to  be  little  lefs,  if  at  all,  than  fifteen,  or. 

fixteen  thoufand  ". 

Here  we  muft  obferve,  however,  that  the  beft  and  moft 
ferviceable  of  them  are  brought  from  the  kingdom  of  ^n^^-- 
Uy  the  county  oi  Ambuilay  the  countries  of  the  jingos^  yagfis^ 
and  other  adjacent  parts,  where  they  are  robuit  and  healthy  ; 
whereas  thofe  of  Bamba^  SongOj  Pemba,  and  other  provinces 
of  Kongo,  being  for  the  moft  part  brought  up  in  floth,  hun- 
ger, and  eafe,  either  die  in  their  pafTage,  through  mifery  and 
V        Scknefs  (L),  or  foon  after  their  arrival,  through  change  of  - 

climate, 
«  See  before,  p.  64. 

(L)  This  we  need  not  won-     which  thefe  unhappy  wretches 
derat,  if  we  confider  the  inhu- 
man manner  in  which  thefe  poor 
^    unfortunates  are  (hipped  off  and 
conveyed  from  one  country  to 
another.     Seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred men  and  women  promifcu- 
oufly  fqueezed,  like  herrings,  or 
mackerel,  into  one  fhip,  where 
they  can  lie  only  on  one  fide, 
upon  the  bare  boards,  and  ofteci 
forced  to  lie  double,  during  the 
whole  voyage,  with  no  other 
food  than  horfe-beans  and  wa- 
ter, ftifled  up  for  want  of  air, 
and  with  their  own  flench.  Some 
dead,  fome  dying,  and  moft  of 
them  labouring  under  fome  grie- 
vous infirmity,  if  not  under  a 
complication  of  diftempers,  with- 
put  any  refrefhment,  except  per- 
haps a  little  frefh  air  to  breathe 
iii  once  a  day,  if  they  are  able  to 
come  upon  deck,  or  any  other 
profpeft  than  that  of  a  miferable 
(lavery  for  the  reft  of  their  life, 
when  they  are  come  to  the  end 
pf  their  voyage. 

But  this  is  not  by  far  the  moft 
melancholy  fide  of  the  profpedt 


have  continually  before  them  ;  < 
there  is  a  ftrange  and  dreadful 
notion  fo  ftrongly  rooted  into 
them,  that  no  reafoning,  nor 
any-thing  but  a  contrary  expe- 
rience, can  efface;  ^ix.  That 
all  that  are  fold  for  flaves  in  A- 
merica,  are  immediately  to  be 
butchered  in  fome  horrid  man- 
ner, in  order  to  have  their  bonet 
burned  and  calcined  to  make 
gunpowder  with,  and  their  flefli  ' 
fat  and  marrow  to  be  prefied  in- 
to  an  oil|  which,  they  believe,  is  . 
the  only  fort  which  the  Europi- 
ans  bring  into  Afriea.  What 
conlEirms  ftili  more  this  laft  pre- 
judice, is,  that  it  is  brought  in 
fkins,  which  they  imagine  to  be 
thofe  of  the  poor  flaves,  from 
whofe  fleHi  the  oil  is  extracted. 
This  notion  is  fo  firmly  believed 
through  all  thofe  parts,  that  the* 
very  threatening  of  the  moft  ob- 
fUnate  and  ftubborn  flave,  to  fell 
him  into  America^  is  faiHcient  to 
terrify  him  into  the  moft  obfe- 
quious  fupplenefs  and  obedi- 
ence ;  the  notion  of  being  burnt 
into 
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climate,  or  hard  labour.     They  ufed  likewife  to  bring  icovaOther 
thence  elephants  teeth,  fars,  and  other  commodities  of  the  hroHches 
country ;  but,  as  their  commerce  hath  been  greatly  in^paired  ^'^^^^^^ 
through  the  ill  ufagc  they  formerly  received  from  the  natives,  ^*^^' 
of  which  we  (hall  give  an  account  in  the  next  fedion^  that  of 
flaves  hath  been  the  chief  branch  of  it  ever  fincc  '. 

The  Portugitefe  fettled  in  this  kingdom  have  taught  the  na- 
tives the  ufe  of  weights  and  meafures,  of  which  they  had  not, 
till  then,  the  leaft  notion ;  neither  have  they,  to  this  very  time, 
any  great  ufe  for  them,  confidering  their  poverty  and  way  of 
living.  The  Englijb  and  Dutch  likewife  carry  on  a  traffick 
^vith  thefe  parts,  but  more  particularly  from  Angela  ^. 

Besides  thofe  flaves  which  are  continually  brought  ixomVafinum* 
other  parts  into  Kongo  and  Angola,  to  be  fhipped  off  for  Ame-  htrs  of 
ricdf  there  remain  a  fufEcient  number  in  the  kingdom,  to  doA*"^'^  f** 
all  kinds  of  laborious  works  in  it ;  fuch  as  building  of  houfes,^^*'  '• 
felling  and  fawing  of  timber,  cultivating  the  lands ;  to  carry  ^^^S^  • 
men,  and  other  burdens;  to  work  at  fundry  manufaftures;o^ff»*i/ 
to  be  cooks,  butchers,  huntfmen,  fiftiermeo,  and  to  perform  f^'r  chief 
all  the  lower  offices  of  a  family.    And  indeed,  if  we  except^**''* 
fome  few  moveables  and  catde,  flaves  are  reckoned  the  greateft 
riches  that  thofe  of  the  inferior  and  even  middle  rank  have  to 
boaft  of,  or  to  bequeath  to  their  children  and  relations.   The 
greater  number  of  thefe  a  man  hath,  the  more  he  is  refpeAed, 
and  the  mor6  comfortably  he  and  his  family  can  live  by  their 
labour,  whether  in  that  low  degree  of  agriculture,  of  which 
we  have  already  fpokcn  in  another  place  %  or  in  thofe  other 

*  lid.  ibid.  7  See  before,  vol.  Ix.  p.i70,&  feq.  »  See 
before,  p.  24,  &  feq. 

into  gunpowder,  and  mrfted  in-  barbarity,  as  to  treat  poor  crea- 
te oil,  being  more  dreadful  to  tures  of  their  own  fpecies  after 
them  than  the  worft  punifhment  fo  ihocking  a  manner,  for  the 
that  can  be  infiided  upon  them  fake  of  reaping  a  little  more 
(3).  profit  by  each  voyagcf.  For  as 
'  All  thefe  -inhuman  hardfhips  one  of  them  that  is  bought  in 
and  dreadful  fears  confidered,  Kongo  or  Angela  for  3  or  4/.' 
one  might  rather  wonder  thatfo  feldom  fells  for  lefs  in  America 
many  of  them  fhould  dill  be  than  2$  or  30,  one  would  be 
ftrong  enough  to  out-live  their  apt  to  think  that  a  fufficient  re- 
paflagc,  and  much  more  that  turn  to  procure  thofe  miferable 
any  creatures  in  human  fhape,  obje^ls  a  more  compaflionace 
andefpecially  Chriilians,{houId  treatment,  religion,  and  even 
b^  hardened  to  fuch  a  height  of  humanity,  fet  afide. 

(3)  Lahat  ex  Cavax.  lib,  u.  f .  3.  p,  40* 
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trades  aijd  manufaftures,  which  bring  their  mafters  a  ftill 
greater  gain. 
^radeiin       As  to  the  more  liberal  arts  or  fciences,  we  might  as  well 
0  loixi  con^  look  for  ,them  among  the  Hottentots,  as  among  the  Kongoefe  \ 
ditign*        and  the  reader  will  have  the  lefs  caufe  to  wonder  at  it,  when 
he  comes  to  fee,  under  the  next  head,  in  what  degree  of 
rudenefs  and  imperfection  the  moft  ufeful  and  neceflary  trades 
are  at  this  day,  to  what  they  fee  them  s^mong  the  Port uguefip 
and  other  Europeans  who  live  among  them,  in  which  art  and 
induftry  fo  greatly  lighten  the  labour ;  whilll  in  theirs  hardly 
any  thing  is  to  be  feen  but  dint  of  labour,  without  art  or  in'» 
genufty.  ^ 

Iron  ma-        ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  vdovQ  pregnant  proof  of  their  in- 
nufa^un   vincible  indolence  than  in  their  iron  manufafture,  which  is  an 
<very  im-    art  in  great  efteem  among  them,  not  only  by  reafon  bf  its 
prpu^      cxtraordhiary  ufefulnefs,  but  much  more  on  account  of  a 
tradition,  which  goes  current  with  them,  that  its  firft  inven- 
tor became  afterwards  king  of  Kongo  ;  but  which  has,  never- 
thelefs,  received  fo  little  improvement  from  them,  that  a  ftran-^ 
ger,  who  faw  rhem  work  at  their  forge,  would  be  apt  to  think 
it  ftill  in  its  infancy  with  them,  as  well  from  the  clumfinefs 
of  their  tools,  as  from  tlieir  more  clumfy  way  of  ufing  them. 
There  he  would  fee  a  workman  fitting  upon  the  ground,  or  at 
beft  upon  a  ftone  (for  they  have  no  notion  of  working  in  a 
ftanding  pofture)  with  anill-ftiap'd  hammer  in  one  hand,  and 
his  iron  in  the  other,  and  his  anvil,  which  is  no  other  than  a 
large  pebble,  or  a  piece  of  hard  ftone,  between  his  legs,  up- 
on which  he  beats  and  ftiapes  one  iron,  whilft  his  foot  is 
moving  a  wretched  pair  of  bellows  to  heat  another.  It  is  well 
for  them  that  their  iron  is  fo  good  and  duftile  as  it  is ;  aod 
tti  ^  ^^.  for  this  they  are  indebted  to  nature  rather  than  art ;  they  do 
talhoijo'    not  dig  it  out  of  the  mines,  but  content  themfelves  with  fuch 
vot  and      quantity  as  the  heavy  rains  and  torrents  bring  down  with 
fwrgught,   them  into  the  valli^s  and  highways,  in  a  fraall  kind  of  duft  or 
dirt,  for  the  reception  or  which  they  dig  holes  and  trenches. 
When  it  is  fettled  at  the  bottom,  and  the  water  taken  off  or 
dried  up,  they  cover  the  whole  with  charcoal,  and  by  dint  of 
blowing  thejn  up,  purge  the  metal  from  its  drofs,  and  meh 
it  into  a  lump,  which  they  afterwards  fabricate  in  the  clumfy 
manner  above-defcribed ;   fo  that  ^  even  the  points  of  their 
lances,  darts,  and  arrows,  their  fcymitars,  cutlafles,  and  other 
weapons,  made  of  that  metal,  are  not  only  blunt,  clumfy,  aod 
fU-fhaped,  but  take  up  four  times  the  time  and  labour  to  work 
,    them  to  that  imperfect  degree,  that  it  would  coft  an  ingenious 
grti^  to  bring  them  to  the  greateft  degree  of  perfeftion  *• 

?  CAV^zizr  ap.  Labat.  l.Ji  c  5- p.  58,  ^  fcq.  4f  al.  paff 
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The  weaving  trade  is  in  a  fiill  more  pitiful  condition,  not-  Weamvr's 
withftanding  its  great  ufefulnefs^  and  one  would  be  aftoniihed  ^^^^^ 
how  they  can  make  fuch  curious  works  in  that  way  with  fuch  ^^^fs  «»' 
wretched  tools ;  they  have  neither  loom,  (huttle,  nor  other  *^^^^^' 
inftruments,  which  are  in  ufe  in  moft  other  nations ;  they 
faften  thdr  threads  only  at  both  ends,  to  two  pieces  of  timber, 
laid  upon  the  ground  at  no  confiderable  diftance,  becaufe  they 
never  weave  a  piece  of  any  greater  length  than  will  ferve  for 
one  iingle  garb,  fuch  as  we  have  elfewhere  defcribed.  When 
they  have  braced  the  threads  of  the  woof  as  tight  as  they  can, 
they  ccmdud  the  crofs-web  between  them  with  a  Angular 
patience,  and  as  if  they  were  rather  darning  than  weaving, 
Notwithftanding^  the  length  and  difficulty  of  which,  fome  of 
them  adorn  their  web  with  fundry  curious  net,  checker,  dia* 
mohd,  flower,  or  othel*  work,  and  in  various  colours,  with 
furprifing  neatnefs,  confidering  the  tools  and  materials  ;  but, 
upon  the  whole,  a  tolerable  weaver,  with  a  proper  loom,  will 
be  able  to  do  more  work  in  one  day,  than  thefe  can  do  in 
twenty.  We  have  already  obferved  that  thefe  fluffs  are  made 
of  the  bark  of  trtfes,  particularly  the  palm,  and  of  fome  forts 
of  beaten  weeds,  like  bur  hemp  ;  in  the  fpinning  and  prepar- 
ing of  which,  we  may  fuppofe  they  are  hardly  more  dextrous, 
nor  provided  with  better  tools,  than  they  are  at  weaving  of 
them  i  all  which  rightly  known  and  coniidered,  would  make 
their  performances  ftill  more  admired  with  us  than  they  are  ■. 

If  wepafs  from  the  weaver's  to  the  joiner's  or  carpenter's  Gir/f«//r/ 
fliop  (for  thefe  two  trades  are  but  one  and  the  fame  among  andjoiners 
the  Kongoe/e) J  we  Ihall  find  their  whole  apparatus  to  confift  in  very  ig- 
a  mif-(bapen  ax,  one  fide  of  which  ferves  for  a  hammer,  and  norant. 
in  a  ftrange  kind  of  tool,  one  end  of  which  is  like  a  chiflel, 
and  the  other  (harp  pointed  like  a  puncheon,  and  both  faften- 
ed  to  a  wooden  handle.     The  work  produced  by  thefe  is  of  a 
piece  with  the  tools,  that  is,  clumfy  and  without  art,  though 
fix  times  as  tedious  in  the  doing,  as  a  com  pleat  one  would  be, 
with  better  tools,  and  a  better  hand.     The  potters,  for  want  Potters 
of  a  wheel,  fhape  their  clay  by  the  help  of  a  piece  of  a  goMX^  fill  nton 
or  pomkin,  which  ferves  them  as  a  mould  j  and,  inflead  of  an-/^*        ^ 
oven  or  kiln,  content  themfelvcs  with  burning  a  quantity  of 
flraw  bver  and  about  it;  the  reader  may  thence  judge  of  the 
beauty  and  goodnefs  of  the  work,  as  well  as  of  the  brightnefs 
of  their  invention  in  the  mechanic  arts.     We  (hall  only  oh- 
fcrve  farther,  that  in  many  cafes,  as  in  the  making  of  their 
ordinary  huts,  hammocks,  boats,  nets,  and  the  like,  every  one 
is  his  own  workman'';  and  that  in  every-thing  they  betray  not 
only  an  extraordinary  want  of  genius,  but  alfo  of  induflry  ^ 

»  Id.  p.  61,  &  feq»  *»  Ibid.  p.  62,  &  feq. 
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La%y  nxjaj   ~  A  FARTHER  proof  of  their  natural  indolence  and  floth,  is 
€/tra-      their  way  of  travelling,  not  only  in  their  long  and  trouble- 
vi/titig ;    fome,  but  in  their  fhortcft  and  moft  pleafant  journies,  or 
even  from  one  part  of  a  town  to  another.     They  have  nei- 
ther coaches,  carts,  beafts  of  burden,  or  even  feddle-horfcs, 
mules,  afles,  ^c.  as  in  other  countries,  but  all  is  carried  on 
the  fhourders  of  flaves,  be  it  ever  fo  far,  and  the  roads  ever 
,  fo  bad.  The  richer  fort  commonly  travel  in  their  hammocks, 

tn  bam-    ^-^^  ^  covering  over  them,  to  (belter  them  from  the  fun  and 
^^^^^ »      perhaps  a  running  flave  with  an  umbrella  in  his  hand,  to  fliade 
his^  matter  on  the  funny  fide,  and  often  only  for  grandeur  and 
oftentation.    Thefe  hammocks,  fome  of  which  "are  made  of 
ftrong  fluffs,  and  others  of  net-work,  are  fefteried  at  both  ends 
to  a  pole,  and  carried  upon  the  fhoulder^,  or  upon  the  heads, 
of  two  ftout  flaves,  who  trudge  and  fweat  under  their  bur- 
den,  and  are  relieved,  at  proper  turns,  by  two  others,  or 
more,  if  their  matter  can  afford  it,  whilft  he  liey  lolling  in  his 
hammock,  reading,  fmoaking,  or  fleeping,  and  in  all  the  va- 
rious attitudes  of  flothfulnefs. 
intalan-       ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  carriages  are  borne  by  four  flaves,  like  one 
kinsi        ^^  ^"5  ^^^^^'  ^"^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  fafliion   of  the  palankins  of 
America^  with  a  canopy  above,  and  curtains  around,  and  an 
eafy  couch  and  bolfter  underneath.     Thefe  are  ftill  more  con- 
venient to  travel  in,  and  require  a  greater  number  of  flaves ; 
and  are,  on  that  account,  only  fit  for  perfons  of  diftinSion ; 
and  as  fuch  are  commonly  very  richly  embroidered  with  gold, 
fiiver,  and  flowered  with  filfc.  Thofe  of  the  lower  rank,  on  the 
contrarry,  content  themfelves  with  being  carried  fitting  in  a 
inopen      ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  chdAX',  or  even  a  broad  leathern  ftrap,  like  a 
tbi^rs  •      fw^^g»  ^^  fafl:ened  to  a  pole  like  the  hammock,  and  holding 
an  umbrella  in  their  hand.     All  thefe  ways  of  travelling  re- 
quire, befides  the  flaves  of  relay,  as  we  may  ftyle  them,  an- 
other fet  to  carry  provifions,  tents,  and  other  convenicncies 
for  the  journey  j  and  thofe  who  have  not  a  fuflicient  number 
of  them,  may  hire  of  thofe  that  have.     Even  among  thofe  of 
cnfioti     the  poorer  fort,  who  are  forced  to  trudge  it  on  foot,  one  may 
obferve  fome  fliocking  and  unnatural  inftances  of  floth  in  the 
^he  hard-  ^^^^  ^**°»  ^^^  ^^"^  ^^  ^^^^^  flaves,  oblige  their  women  to 
fifips  of  the  ^^^  their  full  fhare  of  the  burden  j  which  is  harder  upon  thofe 
poor  wo-    poor  females,  becaufe,  inftead  of  carrying  them  on  their  heads 
mifg.  orflioulders,as  the  men  do,  they  bear  it  all  upon  their  backs, 

fattened  to  a  leathern  ftrap,  which  comes  over  their  foreheads, 
which,  for  the  moft  part,  hangs  down  fo  low,  and  proves  fo 
cumberfome  and  heavy,  that  they  are  forced  to  walk  almoft 
under  it ;  and  their  cafe  is  ftill  worfe  when  they  carry  fuckino* 
children  about  with  them,  and  are  ready  to  fink,  at  every 
^     ftep,   under  their  dcu':)le  load,  whilft  the  brutifli  huft)and 
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fialb  it  along  with  his  pipe  in  his  aiouth,  regardlels  of  their 
hardihip  and  doleful  complaints  ^. 

From  what  hath  been  faid  the  reader  may  eafily  judge  how 
chargeable,  inconvenient,  and  tedious,  their  beft  way  of  tra* 
veiling  is;  for  even  thofe  who  are  beft  attended  for  expedition,' 
moft  be  contented  to  let  their  porters  and  carriers  reft,  fo  of- 
t&\j  and  upon  fo  manv  occafions,  fome  real,  and  others  pre- 
tended, that  they  felaom  make  half  the  fpeed  they  might. 
But  could  they  be  forced  to  do  fo,  yet  the  badnefs  and  diffi* 
cuity  of  the  roads,  the  want  of  them  through  moft  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  where  they  muft  frequently  cut  their  way  through 
woods,  through  thickets,  full  of  thorns  and  brambles,  or 
fteer  through  pathlefs  defarts  and  burning  fands,  to  fay  nothing 
of  their  high  and  almoft  impaftable  rocks  and  mountains,  the 
dangers  of  wild  beafts,  venomous  infe£ls,  and  bands  of  ban- 
ditti, to  which  one  is  continually  expofed  the  farther  one 
moves  from  the  maritime  provinces.  The  moft  eafy  and  de- 
lightful conveniencies  for  travelling  appear  tedious,  irkfbme, 
and  in  fome  cafes  dreadful ;  efpeclally  if  we  add  to  them  the 
many  large  and  rapid  rivers  one  is  obliged  to  crofs,  with  the 
moft  imminent  danger  of  one's  life,  fometimes  only  by  the 
help  of  a  rope  half  rotten,  that  is  thrown  over  them,  and  faf- 
tened  to  a  tree,  and  at  the  beft  upon  fome  old  boat,  made 
of  the  bark,  or  cut  out  of  the  ftump,  of  a  tree  (M). 

One 

^  Cavazzi  ap.  Labat,  lib.  i.  c.  23.  p.  494,  &  feq.  Dapper,  k 
al.  Seealfobefore^p.  25. 
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(M)  This  is  another  fhameful 
inftance  of  the  indolence  of  the 
people,  as  well  as  of  the  neg- 
ligence and  avarice  of  their 
princes  and  chief  governors,  in 
not  erediog  either  bridges,  or, 
at  leaft,  ferries,  over  thofe  many 
rivers,  but  leaving  the  people  to 
crofs  them  with  fo  much  diffi- 
culty and  hazard  of  their  lives ; 
notwithdanding  their  having  fo 
great  a  plenty  of  timber  wood, 
as  is  of  itfelf  another  great  nui- 
faoce  to  the  travellers. 

The  danger  of  croffing  thefe 
rapid  rivers  by  the  help  of  thofe 
ropes,  confifts  not  only  in  the 
hazard  of  their  breaking  thro* 
age;  in  which  cafe  the  ud fortu- 
nate traveller  is  fwallowed  up. 


and  periflies  inevitably,  which 
frequently  happens; but  they  are 
moreover  expofed  to  the  jaws  of 
crocodiles,  fea-horfes,  and  other 
voracious  fifhes,  with  which 
thofe  rivers  fwarm,  and  which 
often  feize  on  them,  whilH  they 
tread,  as  it  were,  the  water  with 
their  feet,  and  hold  their  hands 
faflened  to  the  rope. 

This  is  not  adl;  in  niany 
places,  the  water  is  either  too 
wide  to  admit  of  fuch  ropes,  or 
there  are  no  inhabitants  near,  or 
only  fuch  as  are  too  flothful  to 
take  that  trouble  upon  them. 
In  which  cafe  they  are  obliged 
to  flay  till  their  flaves  have  fa- 
bricated fome  kind  of  float,  or 
fiat  ferryboat,  with  the  barks 

of 


Digitized 


by  Google 


io8  The  African  Hifiory  of         B.XVIf. 

One  would  imagine  that  in  a  country  where  travellers  are 
expofed  to  fo  many  other  hardlhips,  from  their  violent  riains, 
their  prodigious  morning  dews,  which  are  equivalent  to,  and 
Ibads  ob'  ^.^ufe  as  many  inundations  in  the  lowlands,  as  a  conftant  rain 
ftrutied     ^^  twenty-four  hours,  to  the  great  fatigue  and  difcouragement 
j^^^      of  the  traveller  j  to  fay  nothing  of  the  knavery  of  the  carriers, 
who  make  ufe  of  this  and  every  other  pretence  they  can  in- 
vent, to  make  long  and  frequent  flops,  by  which  a  journey 
is  made  to  take  up  twice  the  time  it  needs ;  one  would  ima- 
gine, we    fay,    that  the  Kongoefe  monarchs    fhould    long 
enough  ago  have  obliged  their  viceroys  and  governors,  at  lealt 
Tfo  care     of  the  principal  provinces,  to  take  care  to  have  all  the  great 
taken        roads  through  them  made  as  convenient,  eafy,  and  fafe  as  pof- 
^  about        fible,  not  only  for  the  merchants  and  paflengers,  but  like  wife 
therttf  iho'  for  their  own  troops,  when  they  are  fent  to  quell  ibme  new 
in  conftant  revolt,  rebellion,  or  invafion,  as  they  often  are,  in  one  part 
motion.      jjj  other  of  the  kingdom  i  for  want  of  which  precaution,  one 
half  of  the  forces  perifli  in  the  way,  through  hunger,  fatigue, 
and   variety   of  difeafes,  before  they  can  reach  the  enemy. 
Neither  would  it  be  lefs  the  intereft  of  their  head  governors 
to  order  thofe  high  roads  to  be  kept  fafe  and  Commodious, 
confidering  how  frequently  they  themfelves  are  obliged  to  re- 
pair to  court  from  their  diftant  provinces,  and  with  the  vaft 
retinue  which  always  accompanies  them  to  and  from  it.    Yet 
fuch  is  the  indolence  of  the  Kongoefe  nation  and  government, 
there  are  but  very  few  of  them, kept  in  any  tolerable  repair  $ 
though  what  we  here  term  tolerable,  would  be  juftly  termed 
intolerable  amongft  us  in  any  part  of  Europe, 
^hefew        The  only  ones  we  read  of  that  feem  to  deferve  a  more  fa- 
good  ones    vourable  epithet  than  the  reft,  are  thofe  between  Loanda  and 
in  them,     the  capital  of  St.  Salvador^  and  from  this  laft  to  thofe  of  Bat^ 
ta  and  Bamba^  and  fome  few  other  inland  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, where  commerce  is  carried  on  with  a  little  more  vi- 
gour, and  by  a  much  greater  number  of  wealthy  merchants  **. 
In  thefe  few  provinces,  as  well  as  from  Loanda  to  Mojfanga- 
no^  and  Jmbaica^  in  the  kingdom  o^  Metamba^  and  irt  that  of 
Angola^  between  its  capital,  and  Jrajo  and  Caffingo^  the  roads 
are  pretty  broad  and  commodious,  as  well  as  more  frequented, 
and  fafe  from  banditti,  and  other  wild  and  dangerous  vermin. 

^  PiGAFET.  Cavazzi  ap.  Labat,  lib.  i.  c.  23.  &  al. 

of  trees»  or  fome  flight  timber  ;     current,  the  boifterous   winds, 
on  which  neverthelefs  they  crofs     or  even  from  the  voracious  mon- 
not  over  jvithout  imminent  dan-     ftcrs  from  beneath  (4), 
ger  from   the  violence  of  the 

(4)  lAbat  ex  Ciivatc,  lib*  u  c,  25,  ^,  481,  ^  Jtj. 
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But,  excepting  thefe,  the  reft  of  the  country  maybe  ]m^\^  fhe  reft  a 
termed  a  continued  wildernefs,  through  which  there   is  nomercwil- 
other  path,  except  what  the  paffengers  are  obliged  to  m2k.t^frne/s ; 
to  themfelves,  through  vaft  heaths,  and  plains,  thick  fet  with 
thorns  and  briars,  or  through  thick  forefts,  craggy  rocks  and 
mountains,  at  immenfe  labour  and  charge,  and  with  the  ex- 
tremeft  hazard  of  their  livesi  from  wild  beafts  and  venomous 
infeds.     And  this  is  ftill  the  more  furprifing,  as  not  only  the 
mercantile  part  of  the  people,  the  king's  forces,  and  officers 
of  the  government,  but  even  the  moft  lazy  and  indolent  of 
the  people,  are  ever  in  motion,  and,  through  a  lightnefs  natu-  . 
ral  to  them,  are  ever  fhifting  from  place  to  place,  with  thtiT though  tht 
indigent  families,  in  hopes  of  amending  their  wretched  con- people  of i  en 
dition ;  infomuch  that  the  lower  clafs  of  the  people,  which  xsjhift their 
by    far  the   greater   part,   may   be  more  truly   ftyled  txz- ^'wtllingt. 
vellers  and  wanderers  about,  than  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom. 
They  are  ftill  in  a  more  deplorable  cafe,  whenever  Ticknefs  The  fad 
overtakes  them  in  thofe  defart  tracts;  which  is  often  their  cafe^^  ofhe- 
in  thofe  fultry  and  immoderate  climes  ;  where,  being  deftitute'*^^  taken.. 
of  all  proper  help,  they  are  left  to  perifli  in  the  extremeft  mi-fi^^^^  '^^ 
fery.  ,  '^'"'^^ 

Even  to  thofe  who  travel  moft  at  their  eafc,  and  have  all^^^^^^^ 
their  convcniencies  and  attendance  of  fervants  with  them,  ^^  and  dan- 
often  happens,  that,  inftead  of  the  regular  reft  which  nature ^^^^^^^. 
requires,  after  a  long  fatiguing  night's  journey  (for  the  excef-  ruiiUng, 
five  heat  permits  them  not  to  travel  during  the  greateft  part  of 
the  day)  they  are  obliged  to  fortify  their  little  camp  all  argund 
with  thick  thorn  hedges,  boughs  of  trees,  and  other  fences, 
againft  wild  beafts,  and  keep  continual  v/atch  againft  them, 
as  well  as  againft  bands  of  robbers,  which  infeft  moft  parts 
of  the  kingdom  ;  fo  as  to  be  ready,  at  the  leaft  alarm,  to  be 
on  their  defence  againft  either  fort.     We  fhall  fay  nothing  of 
thofe  ftill  moFe  fubtle  enemies  which  fteal  upon  them  unper- 
ccived,  fuch  as  ferpents,  vipers,  fcorpions,  and  a  variety  of 
other  venomous  creatures,  which  lie  concealed,  perhaps,  in 
thofe  very  hedges  which  they  make  for  their  defence ;  thefe 
are  therefore  the  moft  dreadful  enemies  they  have  to  encoun- 
ter, feeing  there  is  no  fence  or  weapons  that  can  be  of  any 
fervice  againft  them  ;  whereas  the  firing  of  a  fingle  mufket 
will  fcare  away  not  only  lions,  tygers,  and  other  voracious 
beafts,  but  even  a  whole  drove  of  banditti.     Thefe  various 
dangers  confidered,  our  readers  will  eafily  judge,  how  ftiort 
and  interrupted  their  repofe  muft  be^  even  after  the  greateft 
fatigues ;  but  here  it  muft  be  oblerved,  that  found  fleep  is  the  f he  people 
leaft  thing  the  Kongoefe  covet  or  require  ;  inftead  of  which,  ufe  but 
one  part  commonly  betake  themfelves  to  finging,  dancing, /////^  ;</?. 
and  fmo^king,  whiJft  the  other  takes  a  fliort  nap  by  turns ; 
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after  which  they  rife  as  much  refre(hed,  as  if  they  had  enjoy- 
ed a  found  night's  repofe  ;  and»  for  tiie  moft  part,  with  as 
anijltn-    fparing  a  (hare  of  diet  as  they  have  of  fleep.    But  may  not 
direr  diet,  this  fcantinefs  of  the  one  render  the  other  lefs  needM?  And 
may  not  their  frequent  anointing  their  bodies  every  day  with 
oil,  which  prevents  their  wafting  their  fpirits  with  fweating, 
whilft  the  Europeans  they  carry  in  their  hammocks  feel  their 
own  quite  cxhaufted  by  it,  be  the  very  means  which  enables 
them  to  undergo  fuch  extraordinary  fatigues  with  fo  (lender  a 
diet  and  fo  little  reft  ^} 
The  mean-      But  by  this  time  our  readers  will  doubtlefs  think  they  have 
nefs  of       travelled  long  enough  with  them  through  thefe  dreadful  un- 
their         trodden  wilds,  s^nd  with^'their  wretched  accommodations,  and 
houfes,       will  be  glad  to  fee  how  much  better  they  fare  within  their 
own  homes.     We  have  already  given  fome  defcription   of 
their  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  by  which  one  may  eafily 
guefs  at  the  meannefs  of  the  reft  of  their  houfes,  on  the  infide 
as  well  as  outfide  of  their  habitations,  and  the  fcantinefs  of  all 
convenienciesin  them,  except  what  are  fo  abfolutely  neceflary 
The  people  that  they  could  not  poffibly  live  without  them.     And  though 
proud  of  tt.  gjj   ^-g  wretched  poverty  be  vifibly  owing  to  their  natural 
indolence,  yet  they  make  no  fcruple  to  afcribe  it  to  their 
peculiar  greatnefs  of  mind,  which  infpires  them  with  a  con« 
tempt  for  all  kinds  of  fuperiluities,  and  nice  accommodations, 
as  the  efteds  of  luxury,  and  fordid  oftentation  ^ 

Accordingly,  their  houfes  are  for  the  generality  no  bet- 
ter than  round  forry  huts,  low  and  ill- built,  upon  the  naked 
ground,  fuch  as  they  find  it,  of  wood  and  mud,  without  floor 
or  ceiling,  ill-contrived  within,  and  poorly  thatched  with  ftraw 
or  fern,  as  if  only  calculated  to  defend  them  from  the  fun 
rain,  and  wind ;  they  have  no  windows,  nor  any  light  but 
from  the  doors,  which  are  commonly  fo  low  that  the  (horteft 
man  muft  ftoop  to  go  in  and  out,  and  the  talleft  can  hardly 
ftand  upright  in  them.     They  are  fo  flight,  that  they  are  eafi- 
ly carried  ofi^  by  a  moderate  land-flood,  or  whirled  away  by  a 
brifk  blaft  of  wind ;  they  are  more  or  lefs  fpacious,  according 
Li^ve  pro-  to  the  largenefs  of  the  family,  who  live  promifcuoufly  in  them, 
mifcuoujly  and  at  night  light  a  fire  in  the  center,  the  fmoak  of  which 
in  them,    makes  its  way  through  the  thatch,  whilft  they  lie  aroi^d  it, 
Ihofe  of   with  their  heads  towards  the  wall.    Thofe  indeed  of  the  city 
the  better  of  St.  Salvador^  and  fome  other  towns  bfnote,arefomewhat 
fort  fill    higher,  better  thatched,  and  whited  within  and  without,  and 
iow  and    divided  into  apartments^  the  chief  of  which  have  their  floors 
inatted.    Thofe  which  belong  to  perfons  of  rank  and  fub- 

«  lid.  ibid.  Pigafet.  k  al.  fap. citat.  ^  Labat,  kzl.  \xh\ 

fap.  c.  1 8. 
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ilance  are  ftill  more  capacious,  and  have  a  kind  of  hall  to  re- 
ceive their  vifitors,  befides  diftind  apartments  for  their  wives, 
fervants  and  flaves,  which  ftand  like  fo  many  houfes,  either 
adjoining  to  each  other,  or  inclofed  within  the  fame  cinc- 
ture. 

We  muft,  however,  except  thofe  of  the  Poriuguefe^  which  Somi/na 
are  commonly  built  of  brick  and  mortar,  after  the  European  exapted. 
manner,  and,  for  the  mofl  part,  pretty  well  furnilhed  and  ad- 
orned.    Thofe  likewife  of  the  city  of  Loanda^  the  capital  of 
Angola^  and  the  place  of  the  greateft  commerce  in  the  whole 
country,  are  built  after  the  iame  manner,  and  fome  of  them 
make  a  tolerably  grand  appearance ;  but  neither  of  them  have 
been  able  to  raife  the  emulation  of  the  Kongoefe  to  build  their 
own  after  abetter,  or  even  after  a  ftronger  manner,  than  we 
havedefcribed ;  though,  befides  all  the  inconveniencies' alrea* 
dy  mentioned,  they  are  fiill  liable  to  a  much  greater  and  more  * 
dreadful  one ;  viz.  their  being  infefted  by  ferpents,  and  veno- 
mous infe£ts.of  various  kinds,  mentioned  in  a  former  fe£lion^, 
which  frequently  make  a  mofl  dreadful  havock  among  them  ^. 

The  furniture  of  their  houfes  is  much  of  a  piece  with  their  Tbiir 
flrudure  ;  it  confifts  chiefly  of  fome  few  ill- contrived  inftru-  mean  fur- 
ments  for  agriculture;  a  hatchet  to  fell  timber,  a  cutlace,  ff'/vr/ » 
which  they  commonly  carry  about  them  when  they  arc  tra* 
veiling,  or  going  to  war  j  fome  few  calabafhes,  wherein  to 
ftore  their  provinons,  as  their  roots,  pulfe,  grains,  ointments, 
and  fuch-like ;  and  their  kitchen  furniture,  viz,  a  pot,  a  kettle, 
a  ladle,  and  a  few  earthen  platters,  a  hand-mill  to  grind  their 
corn,  and  fome  fmall  calabafhes  to  eat  or  drink  out  of.  Their  bedding ; 
beft  bedding  is  a  large  coarfe  fack-cloth,  filled  with  flraw, 
leaves,  or  other  fuch  ftuflF;  with  a  flight  covering,  and  perhaps 
a  fhimp  of  wood  inftead  of  a  pillow.     As  to  the  meaner  fort, 
if  they  have  any-thing  better  than  the  bare  ground  to  lie  upon, 
it  is  only  fome  ftraw,  fern,  rufhes,  or  leaves ;  and  as  they  are 
all  obliged  to  kindle  a  fire  at  night,  it  often  happens  that  it  Hou/es  of- 
communicates  itfelf  to  their  bedding,  and  in  a  moment  fets  tenfet  on 
the  whole  houfe  in  flames,  before  they  can  have  time  to  gttfire. 
out  of  it,  and  from  that  one  fpreads  itfelf  over  a  whole  ham- 
let or  town.     Tables,  chairs^nd  flools,  are  unknown  among 
them ;  and  we  have  already  roewn  how  poorly  the  workfhops 
of  their  artificers  are  furnimed  with  proper  tools  for  their  rcr 
fpcSivc  manufactures  *.  '     > 

It  mufl  be  owned,  however,  that  fince  the  coming  of  the  Smeluxu- 
Portuguefe  amongft  them,  their  princes  and  great  lords,  who  ry  intra- 
had  till  then  aflFeded  the  fame  fimplicity  and  meannefs,  have  duceaa^ 

midft 
<  Before,  p.  58,  &  60.        ^  Labat  ap.  Cav»z.  ubi  fap.  ad  fin. 
cap,  *' Before,  p.  104,  &  fcq. 
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the  great    begun  to  imitate  them  in  fome  degree  in  the  fumptuoufnefs  of 
Ay /i6/ Per- their  furniture.     But  even  ali  this  finery  confifts  in  having 
tugaefe  5   their  floors  nicely  matted,  or  covered  with  a  fine  carpet,  and 
their  mud  walls  hung  with  tapeftry ;    in  a  few  large  chefts 
which  are  ranged  about  their  apartments,  wherein  they  lay 
up  their  provifions,  and  over  them4iang  their  atmour,  belts, 
weapons,  ^c.  in  an  irregular  manner.     Above  the  reft,  they 
1         have  a  large  and  gaudy  umbrella  or  tv/o,  together  with  fome 
other  coftly  baubles,  which  they  buy  of  the  Portuguefe  mer- 
chants, as  looking-glafles,  pidures,  cabinets,  cafkets,  ftately 
couches,  and  eafy  chairs,  tabrets,cufhions,  plate,  china,  glaf- 
fes,  wardrobes  filled  with  rich  cloaths,  and  fuchlike  coftly 
houfliold  furniture,  with  which  their  halls' and  chief  apart- 
ments are  adorned.     But  thefe  are  only  to  be  met  with  in  the 
palaces  of  fome  of  the  chief  princes  and  viceroys ;  whilft  thofe 
hut  de-       of  a  lower  rank,  unable  to  go  to  the  extravagant  price  of  them, 
fpifedhy     content  themfelves  with  either  imitating  fomething  like  them 
tbeir  in-     in  a  lefs  degree,  or,  which  is  more  common,  with  defpifing 
feriorsi      them  with  a  philofophical  pride,  as  things  unworthy  the  regard 

o£  a  great  mind  ^. 
Marriage       It  were  happy  for  them,  if  this  pretended  contempt  of  all 
muehdif-    fuperfluities  had  been  able  to  reftrain  them  fromaffefting  it 
regarded    moft,  where  religion  and  nature  itfelf  do  moft  d4fcountenance 
and ahufed  2Xi^  condemn  it ;  we  mean  v/ith  refpedi:  to  their  plurality  of 
wives  and  concubines.     We  have  already  taken  notice  that 
polygamy  was  allowed  all  over  the  kingdom  of  Kongo^  until 
the  time  of  their  embracing  of  chriftianity  ;  fince  which  time 
the  miffioitaries  have  in  vain  endeavoured  to  perfuade  them  to 
be  contented  with  one  wife  * ;  their  conftant  difregard  to  that 
chriftian  inftitute  feems  to  imply,  that  upon  their  being '.firft 
initiated  into  it  by  baptifm,  they  had  refenved  to  themfelves 
the  liberty  of  difpenfing  with  it,  and  of  going  on  ftill  in  the 
fame  old  way  as  they  did  before  their  converfion.     To  be  ob- 
liged to  marry  one  wife,  and  to  be  confined  to  her  during  life, 
e^en  a-      is  looked  upon,  even  by  the  moft  open  profeflbrs  of  chriftia- 
mong  the    nity,  as  fo  unreafonable,  and  out  of  their  power,  that  they 
cbrifiians.  Would  fooner  renounce  it,  than  fubmit  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  con- 
tinence ;  and  it  is  merely  to  av<^d  a  total  apoftafy,  that  thofe 
good  fathers  have  been  obliged  to  wink  at  fundry  irregula- 
rities which  thofe  voluptuous  converts  fell  into,  by-  way  of 
falvo,  shid  which  all  their  zeal  and  eloquence  hath  not  Jbeen 
able  hitherto  to  root  up ;  among  which,  that  of  their  having 
a  multitude  of  concubines,  befides  the  lawful  wife,  is  far  from 
beiiig  the  worft ;  for  many  of  them,  looking  upon  that  fi- 
berty  as  no  lefs  inconfiftent  with  the  marriage  inflitution, 

*Cavaz.  ap,  Labat,  1.  i.  c.  21.   *  Before,  p.  '^2^  &  feq*  Jjfic  Ccq. 
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than  confinement  to  one  wife  is  to  their  vicious  inclination^ 
carefully  avoid  the  fetters  of  the  one,  and  indulge  themfelves 
in  all  the  excefles  of  the  other.  Thefe  do  indeed  pretend  to 
tbeir  confeflbrs,  when  reproved  for  this  licentioufnefs,  that 
they  mean  only  to  fix  upon  one  from  among  the  number  to 
make  their  Jawful  wife,  as  foon  as  they  can  find  one  that  is 
worthy  of  the  preference ;  and,  under  that  plaufible  pretext, 
will  not  fcruple  to  keep  twenty-five  or  thirty  at  a  tiaxe  ^  but  ic 
feldom  happens  that  they  make  that  choice. 

Even  thofe  who  feem  to  comply  moft  flriflly  with  the  laws  ih^^a^^ 
of  the  church,  with  refpeft  to  marriage,  referve  to  themfelves  ^/„^^^/, 
the  liberty  of  converfing  with  the  perfon  they  have  made 
choice  of  for  a  wife,  and  to  enjoy  with  her  all  the  privileges 
and  endearments  of  the  nuptial  commerce,  for  two  or  three 
years  before  they  will  venture  to  tie  the  indilToluble  knot  with 
them  ;  both  hers  and  his  relations  allowing  it  to  be  reafonable 
that  he  fhould  make  fo  full  a  trial,  before  he  is  obliged,  by  the 
marriage  ceremony,  to  confine  Himfelf  wholly  to  her.  If^ 
during  that  time,  any  thing  happens  that  difpleafes  him  or 
her,  he  makes  no  difficulty  to  fend  her  away,  nor  fhe  to  with- 
draw herfelf  from  him ;  nor  doth  fuch  a  parting  bring  any 
difgrace  upon  either  of  them,  let  the  fault  be  on  which  fide  it 
will,  or  prove  an  obflrudion  to  their, being  married  to  fome 
other  perfon  ">. 

It  mufl  be  owned,  however,  that  the  relations  on  both  BaftarJs 
fides,  as  well  as  the  priefls  or  miffionaries,  will  interpofe  iiitiT  held  equal 
good  offices  to  reconcile  them,  efpecially  if  any  children  have  *^'tb  the 
been  born  during  that  time,  who^  uiilefs  the  marriage  cere-  ifgitimati 
mony  enfue,  mult  be  looked  upon  as  baflards,  and  to  belong  i^^* 
neither  to  the  father  or  mother.     But,  even  in  this  cafe,  the 
Kongoefe  make  fo  little  difFerence  between  their  legitimate  and 
illegitimate  ifllie,  that  they  often  prefer  the  latter  to  the  foimer 
to  the  fucceiSon,  or  at  leaft  put  them  all  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing, that  is,  look  upon  them  all  indifferently,  as  fo  many 
young  creatures  under  their  power,  to  be  difpofed  of,  or  ufed 
as  they  think  fit ;  fo  that  there  is  feldom  feen  any  natural  af-  at  /    a/ 
fedion  betweep  parents  and  children,. or  the  hufbands.and    agff-^ 
wives,  but  rather,  for  the  mofl  part,  jealoufy  and  hatred  ;  or,  fanifbed*. 
at  bcft,  a  flrange  indifference  and  coldnefs  reigns  through 
the  whole  family,  every  one  purfuing  their  feparate  pleafures 
and  interefts,  as  well  after  as  before  the  celebration  of  ma- 
trimony.    Hence  enfue  thofe  frequent  divorces  and  elope- 
ments which  we  have  formerly  had  occafion  to  fpeak  of",  and 
which  neither  their  confeflbrs,  nor  relations,  are  able  to  pre- 
vent or  remedy. 

»  lid.  ibid.        ^  Sec  before,  p.  (i^,  &  fcq. 
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Mafrimo'      This  being  the  melancholy  footing  on  which  matrimony 
My  difre-    ftands  among  them,  our  readers  muft  not  cxpeft  much  ccre- 
gardcd,      mony,  much  lefs  gallantry,  in  their  courtihip.     Among  thofc 
Court/hip   of  the  middle  rank,  when  a  young  woman  is  thought  by  her 
among       friends,  or  thinks  herfelf,  fit  for  a  hufband,  0ie  anoints  herfelf 
thofe  of     vvith  oil,  and  paints  herfelf  all  over  with  a  red  fort  of  wood, 
the  meantr  r^^^  confines  herfelf  to  a  private  or  obfcure  cafe  or  hut,  for  a 
rank.         whole  month,  during  which  time,  'a  number  of  young  can- 
didates attend  her  every  day,  bringing  her  fbme  venifoiji,  or 
fowl,  or  flefh  of  their  own  killing,  fruits,  and  other  prefcnts. 
At  the  month's  end,  (he  declares  for  him  who  hath  fervdl 
herbeft,  or  whom  (he  likes  moft,  who  immediately  ftimiflies 
her  with  the  heft  cloaths  and  ornaments,  that  he  can  afibrd 
her  ;  after  which  the  marriage  ceremony  is  performed  with 
more  or  lefs  profufeneft,  according  to  their  circumflances, 
but  always  to,  and  often  beyond,  the  utmoft  of  their  power  ^ 
Jmong  the     T^^^  cafe  is  fomewhat  different  with  refpedi  to  thofe  of  i 
highir       higher  rank,  whofe  views  commonly  are  to  obta!iT  the  woman 
clafs,         &s  foon,  and  to  procraftinate  the  nuptial  rite  as  long  as  they 
can.     If  one  of  this  fort  can  but  obtain  the  good  liking  of 
Mairimo'  the  perfon  he  hath  fixed  his  afFedion  upon,  by  fuitable  pre- 
ny  hmx)  ce*  fents,  and  can,  by  the  fame  means,  obtain  the  confent  of 
hbratedi  her  parents,  which  is  the  principal  article,  and  efpecially  to 
the  terms  lately  mentioned,  of  two  or  three  years  trial,  which 
among  them  is  feldom  thought  too  long  for  a  man  to  have  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  a  woman's  temper,  and  good  or  bad 
qualities,  all  the  other  preliminaries  are  quickly  adjufted,  and 
fee  is  brought  with  as  little  noife  and  feew  as  poffible  to 
his  houfe,  attended  with  a  few  friends  of  her  own  fex,  and 
is  quickly  entered  into  her  ftate  of  probation.  The  nuptials, 
attended    which  arc  commonly  expcnfive,  among  the  lower  as  well  as 
njoith  ex'   the  higher  rank,  are  not  celebrated  till  the  term  agreed  on 
fenfiwe      is  expired,  nor  fometimes  even  then  ;  becaufe  the  ftipulated 
Jfeafiing.     dowry  is  to  be  paid  at  the  fame  time ;  which*  induces  many 
of  them  to  defer  them  as  long  as  they  can,  notwithllanding 
lier  earneft  follicitation  for  the  concluding  ceremony,  which 
alone  gives  her  the  title  and  privilege  of  a  wife. 

As  foon  as  fhe  hath  prevailed*  upon  him  to  appoint  the 
day,  notice  of  it  is  fent  to  all  his  and  her  relations,  who 
never  fail  to  appear  on  that  occafion,  dreffed  up  in  the  moft 
*'coftly  ornaments  they  can  either  purchafe  or  borrow,  every 
one  being  ready,  at  fuch  a  time,  to  affifl  their  friends  and  ac- 
tjuaintance,  whether  they  be  rich  or  poor,  with  fomc  of  their 
beft  accoutrements.  As  foon  as  they  are  all  met  at  his  houfe, 
the  hufband  publicly  declares  his  intention  to  them  of  making 


•  Davity,  Dappsr^Ficafet.  &al.  fap..cit. 
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her  his  lawful  wife ;  upon  which  they  break  out  into  their 
ufual  congratulations  and^ood  wiihes.  The  prieft,  if  ^ny  prie/jve* 
can  be  had  (for  in  fomc  parts  of  the  kingdom  they  are  fome-  ry  (caret. 
times  whole  years  without  feeing  the  face  of  one  or  of  a  mii£- 
onary)  comes  in  and  performs  the  ceremony,  or,  for  want  of 
one,  fome  fubftitute  \  then  follows  the  dowry,  and  fome  mu- 
tual prefents,  fultable  to  their  condition. 

The  marriage-ceremony  is  quickly  fuccceded  by  a  fump-  Sumptuous 
tttous  banquet ;   and  in  thefe,  if  in  any-thing,  it  is  that  they  banquet  i 
ftrive  to  di(play  their  hofpitable  munificence  to  the  higheft  de- 
gree they  can  pofEbly  reach,  or  even  beyond  what  their  in- 
come can  aflFord.     The  very  pooreft  of  them  will,  on  thefe 
occafions,  fell  a  child  or  two  to  purchafe  a  cow,  or  an  ox,  and 
fome  Portuguifi  wine  or  brandy,  to  entertain  their  gueftt* 
The  repaft  commonly  lafts  till  after  fun-fet,  or  rather  ai*long 
I   as  there  »re  any  victuals  or  liquor  left ;  for  the  Kongosfe<,  ac- 
;   cuflomed,   ^s  hath  been  already  obferved,  to  a  fparing  diet, 
;   commonly  repair  to  thefe  feafts  with  fuch  a  craving  appetite, 
that  if  they  did  not  meet  with  a  fuitable  afflaence,  their  pane-^ 
gyrics  on  the  mafter,  of  which  they  are  very  lavifhy  would 
quickly  be  turned  into  the  moft  ftinging  reproac}ies* 

No  fooner  are  the  provifions  devoured  than  they  all  fall  to/acceeJel 
diverting  themfelves  every  one  in  his  own  way ;  fome  by  fmg;  hy  dancings 
ingand  dancing  to  their  rough  and  uncouth  muiic  ;  others  by 
I   dhnk'uigi  fznoaking,  or  fleeping,  which  laft  generally  crowns 
I  the  feaft,  and  the  next  riling  fuA  fends  them  all  to  their  own 
I    homes  P. 

Havikg  mentioned  their  mufic  upon  this  occzXign^  omt  <rheif  mw 
reader  may  not  perhaps  be  difpleafed  to  know  what  it  confifts  fie  <very 
ifl,  and  what  inflruments  commonly  accompany  it.  As  for  rough. 
»  the  former,  if  jt  is  ftill  fo  barbarous  and  irregular  fince  it  hath 
leceived  fome  improvements  from  the  Portuguefe^  who  have 
I  introduced  feveral  mufical  inftruments  amongft  them,  we  (hall 
I  hardly  think  it  an  exaggeration,  when  they  tell  us  it  was  fitter 
to  fcare  wild  beafts  away,  than  to  delight  an  European  ear  ^. 
There  is  indeed  nothing  in  their  voices,  language,  or  accent^ 
but  what  fcems  more  adapted  to  affright  than  to  pleafe  ;  and 
their  moft  fervent  fhouts  and  geflures  of  joy  and  pleafure 
might  be  eafily  miftaken  by  a  ftranger  for  the  difmal  outcries 
of  perfons  in  diftr^fs  or  torment.  This  it  is  that  makes  them  fo 
infenfible  to  the  moft  melodious  harmony,  that  our  mod  ex- 
cellent compofitions  can  only  provoke  their  laughter  and  con- 
tempt, except  where  there  is  fomething  harfti  and  warlike  to 
^St8t  them  ;  and  hence  it  is  alfo  that  the  Portuguefe  have  been 

f  Cavazzi  ap.  Labat,  tibi  fup.  vol.  i.  c.  19.    Pigafet.  Da? •» 
PKR,  &  al.  )  lid.  ibid*,  lib.  ii.  c.  48,  &  feq. 
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able  to  introduce  fo  few  mufical  inftruments  but  thofe  of  that 

kind.  , 

Mufical         We  have  already  taken  notice  of  thofe  that  ufually  attend 

inftrw       their  monarchs,  whenever  they  go  out  or  appear  in  public  ' ; 

ments  firft  viz*  the  trumpet,  cornet,  French  horn,  and  the  (hrill  fife,  moft 

brought      of  which  are  of  different  fizes,  and  by  their  different  tones 

from  Por-  make  a  tolerable  contraft,  confidering  the  unflcilfulnefs  of  the 

.  tugal;       players,  who  feem  perfed  ftrangcrs  to  rule  and  harmony,  and 

are  therefore  beft  heard  by  an  European  at  a  diftance.     They 

will  likewife  prove  of  fingular  advantage  to  bim  in  drowning 

the  ftill  more  difagreeable  difcord  of  their  fingers,  which  would 

otherwife  be  intolerable  to  him.    Thefe  various  wind  inftru- 

ments,  which  were  at  firft  introduced  by  the  Portuguefe,  have 

ever  fince  continued  to  make  a  confidenlble  part,  not  only  of 

their  monarch's  retinue,  but  likewife  of  their  princes  and 

ihtefli  in   g^^^^  men,  who  afFe£l  to  have  a  number  of  them  about  them 

iife  amwt  where-ever  they  go.  As  for  the  common  people,  they  arc  con- 

/i^^/nV^rr J  tented  with  their  fifes  and  tabors,  at  their  weddings  and  other 

&c.  rejoicings. 

Besides  the  wind  inftruments  above-mentioned,  they  have 

Stringed    ^^^^  ftringed  ones,  which,  by  their  rude  conftruSion,  feem 

inftru^       to  be  natives  of  the  country ;  their  nfambi  fomewhat  refembles 

iHents         t^^  Spanijh  guittar,  but  is  without  bottom  ;  the  firings   of  iti 

coar/e}      are  made  of  the  fibres  of  the  palm,  or  fome  other  bark,  and 

would  give  a   tolerable  found  were   it   tuned  and  touched 

and  til'     jjy  ^  flcilful  hand.     The  marimba  hath  fomething  more  curi 

uucbedm     ^yg  ^^^  compound  in  its  ftrudlure,  and  confifts  of  fifteen  o 

fixteen  fmall  calabafhes,  of  different  fizes,  faffened  to  a  fiat 

board,  by  firings  that  go  acrofs  the  mouths  of  them,  and 

which,  being  touched  by  fmall  pieces  of  wood,  like  the  fltclf 

of  our  dulcimors,  give  an  agreeable  variety  of  founds.      This 

is  by  far  the  fweeteft  of  all  their  flringed  inftruments,  when 

Drums've-  ^^^'  tuned  and  played.     Their  drums  are  made  of  a  long  hol- 

^^//.      low  trunk  of  a  tree,  with  one  fingle  fkin  ftretchcd  over  one  end 

•  of  it,  the  other  being  left  open  ;  ^hey  are  beat  either  with  the 

fifts,  or  by  flicks  made  of  fome  heavy  wood,  and  are  ufcd  ac 

their  feaftings  and  dancings,  as  well  as  in  the  army.     They 

are  called  ngambo,  or  ingombo,  and  give  but  a  dull  heavy 

fouhd,  but  which  is  raifed  either  by  that  of  if  the  fhrill  fife,  oc 

Sfnatt       of  the  longa,  which  confifts  of  two  or  more  fmall  bells,  fuch 

Miu         as  are  hung  about  the  necks  of  our  carriers  horfes.     The  ref 

of  their  inftruments  are  ftill  more  rude  and  uncouth,  and  not 

worth  any  farther  notice  •. 

^  Before,  p.  89,  &  feq.  •  Dc  his,  vid.  Labat  ex  Cavaz* 

lib.  ii.  c.  4.  pair.  &'al.  fup.  citac. 
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Th£IR  dancing  comes  not  one  jot  behind  their  mufic  xnTheinlair' 
roughnefs,  and  confifts  in  a  promifcuous  round  of  men  2d^d^ingnoU/* 
women,  sdl  ftriving  who  (hall  (hew  the  greateft  agility  and  t^^coutb 
variety  of  gambols,  contorfions,  and  indecent  poftuies.  When^*''**' 
they  have  no  mufic  to  regulate  their  motions,  they  chufe  one  "^C/^  * 
of  the  moft  expert  dancers  to  do  it  by  his  voice,  that  is,  by  a 
kind  of  fong,  fet  to  fome  of  their  grotcfque  tunes,  which,  by 
words  and  tone,  dire£is  the  geftures  and  movemenvs  of  the 
whole  circle.  The  Kongoefe  are  extremely  fond  of  thefe  kinds  /^  -.^^z 
of  diverfions,  and  fpend  whole  days  and  nights  at  that  rough  ^«»i^, 
exercife,  without  fcarcely  any  other  refre(hment ;  they  have  a 
great  variety  of  thefe  dances,  and  thofe  who  invent  new  ones 
are  held   in  the  greateft  efteem  in  the  whole  canton,  where 
they  all  exprefs  the  greateft  eagernefs  to  learn  and, perfect 
themfelves  in  them,  and  ever  after  call  it  by  his  name.     It  of- 
ten happens  that  they  beat  their  blood  to  fuch  height  with 
thofe  fongs  and  dances,  efpecially  when  they  abound  with 
fuch  lufcious  words  and  geftures,  without  which  they  would 
yield  them  no  relifh  (N),  that  they  are  feized  with  a  kind  of 
frenzy,  which  drives  all  the  rules  of  the  dance  out  of  their 
heads,  fcts  them  on  inventing,  finging,  and  ailing  fomething 
new  of  the  fame  kind,  till  they  fall  into  fuch  a  general  con-  Ofien  run 
fuiion  and  diforder  of  finging,  roaring,  and  lewd  adions,  that  into  am^ 
a  ft  ranger  would  be  apt  to  think  himielf  prcfent  at  fome  lewdy5i^&«. 
Bacchanalh-i  or  among  fome  of  the  unconverted  Kongoefe^  or 
the  ftill  more  barbarous  GiagaSy  where  thofe  dances  are  ac- 
companied with  the  moft  (hocking  and  lafcivious  geftures  and 
actions  that  can  well  be  imagined. 

(N)  The  good  father  Cavaz*  could  be  the  inventor  of  it  (i)  2 

xi,  who  had  in  vain  tried  ail  the  and  yet  in  fuch  vogue  arc  they 

methods   which  his  zeal  could  among  the  people,  that  they  en* 

infpire  him  wichr,  to  deter  his  courage  thefe  dancers  to  go  ArolU 

converts  from  thofe  filthy  diver-  ing  about  the  country,    where 

fions,  but  without  any  fuccefs,  they  arc  fure  to  be  entertained 

gives   as  a  lift  of  thefe  dances,  with  what  victuals  and   drink 

which  are  called  either  by  their  they  pleafe,    by    thofe    beforo 

inventor's  names,  or  from  the  whofe  doors  they  come  to  play 

provinces  where  they  were  iirft  their  lewd  gambols,  and  who 

hatched  9  but  allofthemfoabo-  think  themfelves  fo  highly  ho« 

minably  lewd,  that  he  thought  noured  by  the  compliment,  that 

the  bare  mentioning  of  them  a  they  will  even  exhauft  their  little 

defilement  to  his  pen.   *One  in  fubftancc. to  treat  them  with  fuch 

particular,   called  mappombo,  cheer  as  they  think  will  moft  in- 

he  tells  us,  is  fo  tranfcendently  duce  them  to  exhibit  the  moft 

impudent  and  filthy,  that  none  abominable  fcenes  (?), 
but  the  devil  himfelf,  he  thought, 

(i)  Qavfi»9i  tf/'f  laht,  //^.  ii,  c,  4.  p.  54,  (1)  Ihid  ft,  S^,^feff 
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Edias  The  miffionaries  have  in  vain  exerted  all  their  wal,  and 

ntaiie  a-     fome  of  the  chriftian  princes  of  Kongo  their  authority,  to  extir- 
gainft        pate  all  thofe  diabolical  fbenes  of  lewdnefs  from  artioftg  their 
thtm  tn-    converted  fubjeftsj  and  not  only  forbid  them  under  the  levereft 
effe^ual,    penalties,  but  have  likewife  introduced  other  dances  of  a  more 
fM  y  f,       modeft,  as  well  as  ingenious  nature  at  their  court,  which  are 
cntsufedat  ^^™  thencc  fly  led  royal  balls,  in  hopes  to  alTure  them  by  the 
court  and  ^"^>  ^"*^  ^^^*''  ^^^  ^V  ^^  Other.     Thefe  balls  were  exhi- 
am^ftpfbe  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  utfaoft  decency  and  order,  and  yet  with  all  the 
nohie^n       agility  and  variety  of  mufic  and  aflion,  together  with  an  ad- 
ditional pomp  of  drefs,  regular  cadency,'  and  excellent  order, 
the  whole  performance  of  which  was,  and  is  ftiH,  at  court, 
and  among  the  noble^of  the  kingdom,  regulated  by  fome  ex- 
pert mafler  in  that  way,  who  by  his  voice,  fong,  and  motions 
tfor  they  all  fing  and  move  in  concert  with  him)  and,  by  the 
elp  of  a  pair  of  fmall  calabaflies,  which  ferve  him  inftcad  pf 
caftinets,  direfts  and  animates  the  whole  circle  of  dancers  in 
the  moft  decent  and  agreeable  order ;  but,  for  want  of  th? 
ufual  condiment  above-mentioned,  could  never  be  relilhed  by 
any  but  the  better  fort  of  the  nation  ;  the  reft  chufing  to  expofe 
fhemfelves  to  any  penalties,  rather  than  to  be  (^onfiqed  to 
dance  without  it  ^ 
Pifea/es         Q^e  would  imagine  that  thefe  fatiguing  exercifes,  in  which 
frequent  in  ^^y  fpend  fo  much  of  their  time,  joined  to  their  mean  and 
Kgngo.     fparing  way  of  living,  and  their  conftant  anointing  their  bo- 
dies from  head  to  foot  feveral  times  a  day,  frequent  bathing, 
fmoaking,  and  freedom  from  worldly  cares  and  toils,  fliould 
exempt  them  from  moft  diftempers,  in  a  climate  To  ferene  and 
hot,  and  a  foil  for  the  moft  part  ftony,  fandy,  and  dry  ;  and 
it  muft  be  owned  that  they  arp  thereby  l^ept  free  from  a  mul- 
titude of  loathfon^e  diftempers  which  luxury  and  intemperance 
have  introduced  among  us ;    but  neverthelefs  they  are  not 
without  fome  confiderable  ones,  which  rage  with  ^reat  fury, 
l^^.f^^^.^  and  make  terrible  havock  among  themj  and,  which  is  ftiil 
ansbut      ^0^^  deplorable,  they  have  neither  phyficians,  furgeons,  phy- 
it^algrf^    fie,  nor  any  other  affiftarrcc  than  that  of   their  pretended 
'^  *    ponjurer«,  who  fet  up  for  curing  all  difeafcs.  Wounds,  and 

other  ailments,  by  their  inchantiiients,  and  who  ^  are  a  fet  of 
the  moft  ignorant  and  rapacious  cheats  and  blood-fuckers, 
having  nothing  in  view  but  fordid  gain,  and  even  increafmg 
their  patifenf  s  mifery,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  in  order  to 
Their  txtqrt  a  greater  reward  for  the  promifed  cure  "^^  And  fo  be- 
^v^ricf,  fotted  ^re  even  they  who  make  open  profeffion  of  chriflianity, 
to  thofe  deluding  jugglers,  and  the  heathenilh  part  ftlll  more, 
thM  ^t  is  yrith  thp  greateft  di^culty,  that  the  mi^ipnaries,  whq 

!  I-Ag4f ,  DAYif  y,  DAPPEffr.    ?  Pf  hi§  yii,  fup.  p.  70,  &  fc^t 
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commonly  praSife  phyfic  and  furgery  with  good  fuccefs,  and 

are  provided  with  all  proper  medicines  and  other  conveniencies 

for  their  cure,  can  prevail  upon  them  to  put  themfelves  under 

their  care,  though  they  never  pretend  to  expe^i  any  return,  but 

befiow  alJ  their  pains  and  medicines  upon  them  gratis,  VVhat 

is  ftill  more  furprifing  is,  that  if  any  of  them,  after  having  tried 

in  vain  all  the  pretended  helps  of  thofe  heathentih  charms, 

agree  at  laft  to  fubmit  to  be  cured  by  a  miffionary,  they  prove 

fuch  untoward  and  untradable  patients,  that  they  will  fubmit  Kongoefe 

to  no  prefcribed  rule  or  regimen,  but  conunonly  elude  by  unt^ufyp^^ 

their  perverfenefs  all  the  ikili  and  care  of  their  charitable  phy*  iUnts. 

iician,  and  render  abortive  the  efFeSs  of  his  Beft  medicines, 

by  their  wilful  oppofition  to  his  diredions  ^. 

Among  the  difcafes  which  make  the  moft  terrible  and  de-  fhe  tueng' 
firui^ive  havock,  that  which  we  commonly  ftyl<^  the  venereal,  real  dif- 
and  they  chiranga^  the  juft  confequence  and  natural  eiFe6l  of  eafe^uery 
their  bound iefs  iucontinency,  may  be  well  reckoned  one  of  the  rift. 
chief;  not  only  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  its  cure,  and 
the  cruel  and  butcherly  method  of  treating  it,  but  much  more 
ib  on  ac(;ount  of  the  exquifite  torments  they  endure  under  it, 
and  the  fatal  effefts  which  commonly  attend  it.     They  rec- 
kon four  kinds,  or  as  we  fhould  rather  chufe  to  call  them,  four 
degrees  or  ftages  of  it,  the  loweft  of  which  is  dreadful  enough,  Pirft  de- 
one  would  think,  to  put  a  curb  to  their  exceffive  lewdnefs,  gree  o/U. 
feeing  its  acrimony,  for  want  of  proper  difchargc,  raifes  the 
moft  dreadful  ulcers  in  the  mouth,  throat,  and  joints,  efpeci- 
ally  thofe  of  the  hands  and  feet,  and  not  only  deprives  them 
of  the  ufe  of  their  limbs,  but  caufes  the  moft  excruciating 
pains  all  over  the  body. 

The  fecond  covers  the  whole  fkin  with  the  moftloathfome  Second- 
and  corrofive  ulcers,  attended   with  an  intolerable  ftench,  y^r/. 
which  being  moftly  expofed  to  view  in  a  country  where  they 
gO^  almoft  naked,  cajinot  be  beheld  without  the  utmoft  hor* 
ror. 

The  third  fort,  or  degree,  commonly  feizes  on  the  foles  Tbirdfirn 
of  the  feet,  raifes  a  tumor  in  them  of  the  ihape  and  bignefs 
of  a  middling  mufliroom,  which  if  not  timdy^and  ikilfuUy 
cauterifed,  quickly  rots  the  whole  foot,  and  fends  th^  unhappy 
patient  out  of  the  world  in  the  moft  dreadful  convulfiohs. 
^     The  laft,  and  moft  terrible  of  all,  conveys  its  deadly  poi-  Fourth 
fon  into  the  whole  habit,  and  into  the  very  marrow,  deftroy-  fort. 
ing,  in  a  very,  little  time  the  ftrongeft  conftitution,  taking 
away  the  ufe  of  all  the  limbs  and  fenfes,  and  leaving  the  un- 
happy perfon  wholly  infenfible  of  every  thing,  but  of  his  in- 

^  Labat   ex  Cavaz,  lib.  i-  c.  zz.  p.  560,  &feq.    DAPPsa 
KoogQ,  5?  al,  abi  Tap 
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expreffible  anguifh  and  mifery,  and  a  profped  of  approaching 
death.     Among  thofe  who  have  the  good  fortune  to  efcape 
with  their  lives,  there  arc  few  to  be  (een  who  do  not  carry 
about  them  Tome  brand  or  mark  of  th^ir  incontinence,  either 
by  the  lofs  of  i  nofc,  lip,  or  ear,  or  by  fome  fears,  ulcers,  ^c. 
or  even  by  a  diftaifeful  fcurf  fpread  over  t  :cir  fkm  like  a  le- 
profy,  occafioned  either  by  the  unflcilfulnefs  and  ignorance  of 
the  dodor,  or,  which  is  oftener  the  cafe,  by  the  perverfencfs 
and  irregularity  of  the  patient  { O)  *. 
Diarrhsea     Thb  next  raging  and  deftru£tive  difeafe,  and  moft  difficult* 
*;;ery fatal  to  cuic,  IS  the  diarrhoea,  chiefly  owing,  according  to  the  au- 
tbro*  bad  thors  laft  quoted,  to  their  mean  diet,  and  efpecially  to  their 
manage-    exccffive  eating  of  fruits  ;  which,  by  their  cold  nature,  deftroy 
^'?^'         the  tone  of  the  ftomach,  obftruft  digeftion,  and  fill   it  with 
crudities,  relaying  the  bowels  from  their  retentive  quality, 
caufing  a  general  difreliih  to  every  thing,  and  in  a  little  time 
Jjringing  a  man  to  death's  door  (P).     The  moft  common  re- 
medy 

»  lid.  ibid. 


(O)  Hence  it  may  probably 
^ough  be,  as  ouk  agthor  ob- 
serves (3),  that  their  excellent 
wood  chiconga,  well  known  in 
Europe  by  the  name  of  landa], 
?ind  JigDO  ianto,  or  holy  wood, 
which  is  found  of  fuch  efficacy 
againft  that  diftemper,  and  of 
which  nature  hath  provided 
them  with  whole  forefts,  is  ufed 
among  them  with  fo  little  fuc- 
cefs,  though  in  its  full  bloom' 
and  virtue,  whiift  it  performs 
fuch  wonders  in  other  countries, 
where  it  is  ufed  dry,  and  in  fome 
ineafure  di  veiled  of  its  falubriotis 
and  purifying  quality ;  for  whe- 
ther there  be  any  deftd  in  their 
preparing  or  adminidring  it,  it 
is  certain  that  if  both  thefe  were 
^ver  fo  carefully  and  judicioufly 
performed,  yet  the  c|Rcacy  will 
ftill  depend,  in  a  great  meafure, 
pn  the  exaf^hefs  of  the  patient's 
pbferving  his  dodor's  diredions, 
^hic)?,  as  ^c  l>ayp  alreadjf  0^- 


ferved,  is  not  to  be  expelled 
from  people  who  wiJI  run  into 
the  moft  abfurd  and  dangerous 
irregularities,  merely  to  obtain 
a  little  prel'ent  eafe ;  there  be- 
ing nothing  more  common  |i- 
jnong  them,  than  to  fee  thefn 
plunge  them fdves  in  a  pond  or 
river,  over  head  and  ears,  feve- 
ral  times  a  day,  even  when  they 
are  under  a  regimen  that  is  quite 
oppofite  to  it,  and  for  which 
they  can  give  no  other  reafon, 
than  that  they  are  unable  to  bear 
the  exceflive  htat  they  labour 
under,  and  muft  endeavour  to 
afTuage  it  at  all  hazards  (4). 

(P)  We  might  perhaps  affign 
a  more  rational  caufe  for  the 
dreadful  havock  which  that  de- 
ilrudiVe  difeafe  makes  amongft 
thep,  were  we  to  afcribe  it  to 
thofe  frequent  furfeits  they  muft 
be  liable  to  by  their  immode- 
rate dancings  lately  mentioned  \ 
which,  having  heated  theory  oo4 


fl%y  faht  us  C^wi»,  A  t«  e  2f *  f*  4^0*  (^)  ^^*  f^f^*  f: 4^^ 
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medy  they  ufe  againft  it,  is  by  gilding  the  patieht  as  tight  as 
poffible  round  the  body,  and  over  the  navel,  and  anointing  him 
with  oil  of  moni,  commonly  called  by  botanifts  ricinus  Ami" 
rUanus^  and  vulgarly  palma  Chrijii^  virhich  is  of  a  hot  and  ac- 
tive nature,  and  giving  him  plenty  of  nicafib  and  chiroco,  or 
other  fuch-like  warm  fruits,  boiled  in  water,  or  baked  on  the 
embers,  to  eat.  l^hey  iikewife  make  ufe  of  fui^dry  forts  of 
cordials  againft  it,  and  fometimes  of  bathing  in  warm  water* 
But  as  none  of  thefe  remove  the  caufe,  great  numbers  of  them  • 
are  carried  oiF  by  it  at  the  return  of  the  feafon  ;  fo  that  aH 
die  benefit  they  receive  by  thefe  remedies,  proves,  for  the  moft 
part,  rather  a  ihort  reprieve  than  a  thorough  cure. 

A  THIRD  deftrudive  difeafe  amongft  them,  which  in  a  (hort 
time  carries  them  ofF  by  thoufands,  and  frequently  depopulates 
whole  villages,  is-  the  fmall-pox,  the  virulency  of  which  vs^hi/maU" 
chiefly  owing  to  their  want  of  fenfe  in  ufing  proper  precau-  P^^  '^^ 
tions  and  remedies  againft   it,  and  leaving  nature  to  take  its  *^^^^»^ 
own  courfe.     They  iuffer  the  fick  and  well  to  live  and  lie  pro-  ^^^ 
mifcucmfly,  and  to  indulge  themfelves  in  every-thing  that  thcir-^ - 
appetites  crave,  and  they  can  procure ;  and,  what  is  ftill  worfe, 
fuffer  them  to  bathe  frequently  in  cold  water,  which  flops  the 
pores  already  fufticiently  clogged,  by  their  daily  anointing  their 
ikin  with  oil  \  fo  that,  for  want  of  a  proper  outlet,  it  runs  in* 
to  a  confluent  pox,  or  feizes  their  vitals,  and  carries  them  off 
in  a  few  days  •', 

A  FOURTH  difeafe  which  rages  here,  efpecially  among 
thofe  who  live  on  the  fea-coafts,  or  ufe  the  fea,  is  a  grievous 
fwelling  in  the  groin  and  lower  belly,  occafioned,  as  is  fup- 
pofed  by  the  exceflivc  heats  to  which  they  are  ex^ofed  in  thofc 
hot  climes.  The  pain  which  this  diforder  occafions  is  fo  acute 
and  violent,  that  the  patient  quickly  becomes  delirious.  The 
remedies  they  ufe  ag^ainft  it  are  of  the  cooling  kind,  particu- 
larly the  herb  bichio,  from  which  the  Portuguefey  have  deno- 
minated that  diftemper,  which  is  Iikewife  very  rife  in  Brajily 
and  other  parts  of  America, 

Fevers,  attended  with  violent  pains  in  the  head,  arc  like-  '^ivits 
wife  very  rife  and  dangerous,  efpecially  in  the  winter,  when  ^»^^^*«" 
the  great  rains    render  the  air   unhealthy   and   infedlious.  ^*'''* 
^g^inft  thefe  they  ^lake  ufe  of  the  f^dsil  wood  lately  m^n- 

>  lid.  ibid, 

to  a  high  degree,  naturally  leads  iU  condu£^  being  lefs  flrange 
fhem  to  allay  their  heat  and  than  that  which  we  have  laceTy 
fhiril  by  cooling  fruits  and  11-  had  occaflon  to  obferve  in  them, 
quors,  which  they  havp  |iQt  dif-  when  labouring  under  the  moft 
^efion  enough  (o  fori)eari  fucb    daneerous  dill^m|>er8, 
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lioAed,  whether  red  or  grey,  tho*  the  former  is  moft  eftecmcd  5 

Chis  being  reduced   into  powder,  and  mixed  with  pahn  oil, 

they  make  into  an  excellent  ointment,  with  which  they  anoint 

the  patient  xll  over  twice  or  three  times,  which  (eldom  fails 

nf  curing.    But  if  it  doth  not  a]lay  the  pain  in  the  head,  they 

-have  recourfe  to  bleeding  in  the  temples  by  inciiion  and  fuc- 

tton,  an  aukward  way  in  v&t  among'  them,  which  we  ihall 

4efcribe  in  its  proper  place  ^ 

Tnqnefit         The  iaft  diftemper  we  fhall  nfiention  is  that  which  they 

ekolic        call  np^chi,  and  is  much  like  our  violent  cholics^  occafioned 

noJbevce,     i>y  their  mean  unwholefome  diet  and  water,  which  fills  them 

with  crudities ;  againft  thefe  diforders  they  fcarcely  ufe  any 

tother  rem^y  than  abftinence,  and  will  be  two  or  three  days, 

«r  even  more,  without  eating  or  drinking  *,  Thus  much  may 

Icrve  for  the  principal  difeafes  of  the  natives,  and  their  me- 

t*K)4  of  curing  them.     The  EurapHtns  arc  no  lefs  fubjeft  to 

TUJrf'     the  fame  diforders,  upon  their  firft  fettling  amongft  them, 

*^T^*  ^  -e^ccially  if  they  are  obliged  to  conform  to  their  way  of  Kv- 

■      ^•**"  ing ;   the  change  of  4iet  and  liquors,  joined  to  the  exceffive 

P^*^*  •       heat  of  the  climate,  foon  begin  to  difpiay  their  pernicious  ef- 

fc£b  on   them  by  the  exceffive  eflFervefcenoe  of  the  blood, 

which  can  be  kept  under  by  no  other  method,  than  by  {re- 

Ttfuire      -qeently  letting  it  out,  and  in  fuch  great  quantities  as  would 

frequent     be  deemed  extremely  dangerous  in  their  own  country ;    fo 

letting  of  that,  to  ufe  our  author's  words,  they  muft  make  what  hafte 

Umid.         t^y  can  to  exchange  their  old  blood  for  a  new  fort,  which 

:i$  more  fuitable  to  *cbe  country.     Yet  doth  not  all  this  phktK>- 

tomy,  joined  to  other  precautions  and  remedies  which  they 

ufe,  prevent  vaft  numbers  dying,  before  they  can  be  feafoned 

to  their  climate  and  aliments  "^^     But  to  return  to  the  £«»- 

Manual         They  areflill  more  aukward  at  their  manual  operations, 

^^^^^°^   and  cure  of  wounds,  to  which  defcd  it  is  owing,  next  to  the 

fiumjily      ijadj^fg  ^f  jj^gj^  blood,  that  the  fmdleft  pimj)k;s,  contufion, 

ftrj^me  .  ^^  fcr^tch,  often  degenerate  into  loathfome  and  painful  ulcers, 

which  the  warmnefs  of  the  climate  quickly  fills  with  worms, 

and  ftench,  or  incruftates*  with  a  naufeous  fcurf.     They  have 

'        |he  ufe  oi  phlebotomy,  but,v^for  want  of  lancets  and  incifion- 

knives,  perform  the  operatioii  in  a  fad  butcherly  manner,  tho* 

Sirem^e      ^^  imitation  rather  of  our  cupping  than  bleeding  j  inftead  of 

^manner  of  cupping-glafTes,  to  which  they  are  ftrangers,  they  ufe  a  fmall 

^ping,      calabafe,  a  horn,  or  a  fliell,  perforated  on  the  top.     Thefe 

they  apply  to  an  arm,  leg,  belly,  or  head,  or  any  other  pait 

which  they  imagine  to  be  the  feat  pf  the  diftemper,  after  hav- 

'  Pavitt,  DAri»ER,  8c  aj,  «  lid.  iWd.  ^  lid.  ibid, 
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ing  firft  m^de  as  deep  a  gafli  with  a  knife  as  the  ikin  will  ad- 
mit of.  They  next  apply  their  mouth  to  the  hole  of  the  ca- 
labaih,  or  horn,  and  fuck  the  blood  through  it  till  it  is  full. 
This  they  repeat  till  they  have  drawn  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
it  from  the  patient  5  in  fome  cafes  they  will,  inftead  of  a  ca- 
laba(b,  make  ufe  of  an  earthen  pot  or  pipkin,  fuch  as  they 
boil  their  viduals  tn,  and  apply  it  With  lighted  tow,  as  we  do 
our  cupping-glafles ;  but  with  what  ftupid  unlkilfulnefe  the 
reader /nay  guefs,  by  an  inftancc  which  our  mifSonary  tells  us 
of  his  own  knowledge,  and  which  for  its  fingularity  deferves  a 
place  in  the  margin  (Q^). 

We  fhall  conclude  this  feSion  with  an  account  of  their  fu-  Fumrat 
neral  obfequies,  in  which,  notwithftanding  their  parfifnony,  oh/iqmit. 
poverty,  and  want  of  natural  affedion  for  their  neareft  rela- 
tions, they  ftrive  to  (hew  themlelves  moft  profufe  and  gene-  Thirpri- 
rous,  as  if  they  were  defirous  to  compenfate  for  their  hrmti  fufinift  im 
difregard,  and  want  of  duty  to  them.     The  rich  and  great  ^btm. 
fire  not  only  profufe  to  a  high  degree,  but  likewife  extremely 
bountiful  in  ailifting  the  poor  with  fuch  things  as  they  are  not 
able  to  purchafe  on  thefe  occafions;  on  the  other  hand,  thefe 
laft,  notwithftanding  their  extreme  averfion  to  difcover  their 
own  poverty,  will  not  fcruple  to  apply  to  the  former,  and  even 
to  the  king  and  princes  for  their  afliftance,  when  their  friends 
^nd  acquaintance  are  not  in  a  capacity  to  help  them.     So  that 
the  moft  indigent  among  them  are  commonly  enabled  to  wrap 
up  their  dead  in  a  piece  of  coarfe  cloth  of  the  manufafture 
of  their  country,  and  to  have  the  bier  decently  covered  with 
matts  ;  whilft  the  better  fort  array  their  own  with  the  fame 
fine  European  linen  cloths  which  they  themfelves  wear,  and 
pover  the  bier  with  black  doth. 

(QJ  One  of  thefe  ignorant  blood,  and  the  patient  with  an- 

quacks,  being  defired  to  perform  guifli.     In  vain  did  the  unikilful 

tiie  like  operation  on  a  poor  quack  endeavour  to  difengage 

flave,  who  was  grievoufly  afflidl-  it  fVom  him  ;  he  found  all  his 

^  with  a  pain  in  his  bowels, and  efforts,  and  thofe  of   the  by- 

^ could  not  readily  find  a  calabafh,  ftanders  ineffediual,  and  the  poor 

or  horn,  fit  for  the  purpofc,  took  flaye  ready  to  expire  under  it. 

it  into  his  head  to  make  ufe  of  He  was  at  length  delivered  from 

one  of  thofe  earthen  pots,  but  of  his  mifery  and  danger  by  an  Ett- 

a  larger  fize ;  and  having  made  rope^tn^  whom  providence  had 

Several  flafhes  on  his  belly,  filled  brought  to  his  hut,  and  who^ 

the  vefTel  with  tow,  fet  fire  to  it,  with  one  blow  with  his  flick, 

and  applied  it  to  the  place.  The  broke  the  veiTel  in  pieces,  before 

fndion  was  fo  violent,  that  it  the  patient  w^s  brought  (q  hi^ 

^oickiy   filled  the  vefTel  with  laftgafp(5). 

{5)  U^b^t  fM  C€V»»^  k  i.  h    6jj,  &  fep 

g  Thoss 
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Maimer  of     Those  that  live  at  a  diftance  from  the  cities  and  towns, 

miirring.  whether  chriftians  or  heathens,  retain  ftill  their  old  cuftom  of 

interring  their  dead  in  places  at  fome  diftance  from  their 

dwelhngs.     But  the  more  polite  and  firider  fort  of  chriftians, 

it  church'  always  interr  them  either  in  their  churches,  or  confecrated 

«!•  coemeteries,  that  they  may  be  nearer  at  hand  to  vifit  thieir 

graves,  and  pray  for  their  fouls  \  the  former  ftill  retain  an  old 

Old  cm f'    heathenifli  but  innocent  cuftom,  which  is,  that  after  the  body 

t^msfiill    is  put  into  the  grave,  a  perfon  who  has  the  fole  priwlege  for 

»  vogutn  it,  mixes  a  certain  quantity  of  earth  and  water,  to  the  thick- 

nefs  of  monar,  and  approaching  the  grave  backwards  with  it 

upon  his  ftioulders,  throws  it  into  the  hole,  till  he  hath  filled 

it  up  to  the  top  J  upon  which  his  friends  and  the  reft  of  the 

company  emuloufly  ftrive  to  ram  it  down  with  their  feet, 

which  is  done,  as  Tome  fay,  to  prevent  the  foul  leaving  the 

body  ;  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  to  fignify  to  the  living,  that 

the  deceafed  wants  now  nothing  niore  from  them,  and  that 

they  need   not  give  themfelves  any  farther  care  or  trouble 

about  him.  This  is  contrary  to  the  notion  of  the  ftridter  fort  of 

converts,  who  beftow  a  great  number  of  maffes  upon  them, 

both  at  their  interrmeht,  anniverfaries,  and  upon  other  occa- 

Sons ;  and,  where  they  cannot  procure  a  fufficient  number  of 

priefts,  beftow  the  money  upon  poor  people,  to  engage  them 

to  pray  for  their  fouls  c. 

He  nxjeef-       We  have  already  fpoken  of  the  obfequies  performed  to  their 

ingjorthe  kings,  to  which  we  (hall  only  add,  that  it  is  looked  upon  as  a 

king,         great  crime  to  (hed  tears  for  them,  and  a  perfon  who  ihould  be 

convidled  of  it  would  be  feverely  puniflied.     In  lieu  of  which 

Manner  »ft^^y  keep  certain  men  in  pay,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  go  to  all 

fuhlijhing  the  public  places  of  the  city  or  town,  and  to  rem'nd  the  fub- 

thiir  dc'   jedls  of  his  death,  by  the  mournful  found  of  their  ivory  cor- 

vrife,  nets  J  moft  probably  to  induce  them  to  pray  for  him,  and  to 

i^be  nobles  infpire  them  with  a  due  refpect  for  his  fucceffor.    The  princes 

interred  in  ^^'^  nobles  afFed  to  be  interred  in  vaults  wainfcotted  round, 

vunitf.       and  hung  with,  black,  the  entrance  of  whuh  i<^  clofely  flopped, 

to  prevent  any  naufeous  iinell  being  perceived  without ;  whilft 

two  of  their  old  domeftics  are  hired  to  guard  the  place  by 

turns,  and  to  pray  for  the  deceaf(id  ;  other  prayers  and  maffes 

for  their  repofe,  are  likewifc  ordered  to  be  offered  on  the  an*- 

niverfary  of  their  deceafe,  and  on  all- fouls  day,  at  which 

times  their  graves  are  opened,  and  the  hangings  exchanged 

for  new  ones.     Among  thofe  that  are  ftill  unconverted,  feve- 

ral  other  fuperftitious  ceremonies  are  ufed  towards  deceafed 

great  men,  fuch  as  bringing  rich  offerings  to  their  graves,  in 

which  they  are  very  profufc,  and  burying  alive  one  or  more 

^  CAVAaszi  ap,  Labat,  ubi  fup.  p.  383,  U  fec[.    Papp^i^,  Sc  al. 
pbifup,  of 
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of  their  wives  with  them  \  and  fome  others  not  worth  trou- 
bling our  readers  farther  with  «. 

In  the  kingdom  of  Metamha^  which  is  fubjcS  to  this  of  Some  Bar^ 
KongOy  but  hath  been  but  imperfecSHy  converted,  they  indulge  harotiscrf- 
themfelves  in  feveral  ftrange  ceremonies  towards  perfons  near  toms  rf. 
expiring,  altogether  cruel  and  uniratural,  though  under  tY^ttaimd, 
fpecious  colour  of  love  and  friendfliip  to  them ;  for  under  pre- 
tence of  Shortening  their  agonies  and  mifery,  long  before  the 
breath  is  gone  out  of  a  man's  body,  they  pull  him  out  of  his 
bed  or  hammock,  by  the  arms  and  legs,  and  toffing  him  up  ' 

into  the  air,  with  moft  doleful  outcries  and  dreadful  bowlings, 
letting  him  fall  on  the  ground  ;  where,  after  having  viewed 
him  attentively  for  a  while,  they  throw  thcmfelves  promifcu- 
oufly  upon  the  body,  embrace,  kifs,  and  mourn  over  it,  roll- 
ing themCelve^  with  it  on  the  earth  in  a  frantic  guife,  till  they 
are  quite  exhaufted.  They  then  drefs  the  body  in  the  moft 
decent  manner,  after  which  the  oldeft  perfon  in  the  family » 
whofe  peculiar  privilege  it  is,  fprinkles  him  all  over  from 
head  to  foot,  with  a  kind  of  meal,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  by- 
ftanders  fing  fome  mournful  dirge  over  it,  accompanied  with 
woeful  outcries ;  and  in  this  manner  he  is  conveyed  to  his 
grave  on  a  bier,  neatly  covered  with  mats,  and  laid  in  the 
ground. 

Among  the  heathenifli  parts,  efpecially  thfeGw^^jf,  ^^^JCuftomstf 
dance  about  the  grave  in  a  frantic  manner,  bring  them  vie-  /^^  q{^, 
tuals,  drink,  and  other  conveniencies  j  and,  as  they  are  di-gas,  ««</, 
vided  into  a  variety  of  feds,  each  obferves  their  peculiar  cuf-  other  hem" 
toms.  Some  lay  the  body  flat  on  its  back  ;  fome  on  the  right  them. 
or  teft  fide,  and  order  the  grave  accordingly ;    fome  lay  the  jTarious 
body  on  the  furface  of  the  ground,  and  raife  a  mound  of  earth,  ^^«,  ^f 
flones,  pallifades,   and  fuch«like,  to  a   confiderable   \^^\^t.^  interring. 
planting  here  and  there  fome  ftakes,  on  the  top  of  which  they 
^\  death's  heads,  flags,  and  otherenfigns  of  diftin6iion.  Some 
of  thofe  that  were  moft  refpeded  among  them,  inflcad  of  a 
grave  or  monument,  are^nJy  anointed  all  over  with  fome  re- 
finous  fubftance,  and  left  to  lie  naked  on  the  ground,  vi^ith  z 
guard  over  them  (R),  till  all  the  fleft),  ikin,  and  entrails  are 

rotted  \ 

^  De  his,  vid.  fup.  pag.  98,  *  Vid.,  Lab  at,  ubi  fup.  p. 

BS8,  &  feq.  Jarric,  Pioafet.  Davity,  Dapper-,  &  al.  fup. 
citat.  ^  De  his,  vid.  fup.  pag.  10,  &  ifeq. 

(R)  The  reafon  they  give  for  leaves,  the  veneration  which  the 
this  pradlice  is,  that  if  they  were  people  have  for  them,  would  in- 
to cover  their  boiiies  with  duce  them  to  (leal  them  away; 
tloaths,  or  even  with  rags  or    ycaand  to  cut  their  flcih  off  their 

bones \ 
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rotted  ;  after  which  they  carefully  gather  the  bones,  which 
they  depofit  in  wooden  boxe^  and  carry  about  with  them 
wherever  they  go,  as  extraordinary  relicks,  and  fingular 
prefervatives.  , 

Th£  tombs  above-mentioned  are  (b  ordered  as  to  diftin- 
gui(h  the  condition  of  thofe  that  lie  buried  under  them ;  thofe 
of  high  rank  have  commonly  a  feat  or  chair,  with  a  bow,  ar- 
rows, and  other  martial  weapons,  fixed  on  the  top  ;  the  baa-> 
dicrafts-men  place  fome  of  the  tools  belonging  to  their  trade, 
or  fome  other  coarfe  hieroglyphic  upon  them.  Their  funeral 
dances  for  a  great  peribn,  are  always  regulated  by  a  perfon 
chofen  for  that  purpofe,  and  laft  eight  whole  days  without  any 
intermiffion,  except  wbilft  they  take  the  refre(hment  of  eating 
or  drinking,  or  of  a  ibort  repofe  ;  and  great, care  is  taken  to 
have  the  feaft  well  fupplied  with  provifions  ;  the  refidue  of 
which  thev  throw  upon  the  dead  corpfe  at  every  meal  they 
take,  whicn  in  thofe  hot  dimes  increafe  the  flench  of  the  bo-> 
dy  to  an  intolerable  degree  to  a  ftranger  ;  though  cuftom,  and 
the  pleafure  which  they  fhink  the  deceafed  receives  from  the 
whole  ceremony,  makes  it  all  eafy  and  pleafant  to  them.  The 
worft  of  all  is,  that  with  thole  many  vi^ims  which  they  but-- 
cber  upon  thofe  occaik>n$,  they  never  fail  of  intermixing  a 
number  of  human  ones,  which,  according  to  the  quality  of 
the  difeafed,  amount  commonly,  if  our  author  was  not  mifin- 
formed,  from  lo  to  ^oo,  or  more,  whofe  flcA  not  only  eiv- 
hances  the  fplendidnefs  of  the  feaft  among  thofe  canibals,  but 
gives  the  greateft  (atisfaflion  to  the  foul  of  the  deceafed  s,^ 

Both  rich  and  poor  obferve  a  kind  of  mourning  for  their 
near  relations ;  it  begins  with  a  clofe  confinement  and  abfti- 
nence  from  all  refreihment,  which  is  to  laft  three  whole  xlays. 
After  which  thofe  of  the  common  fort  fliave  their  whole  head, 
and  anoint  themfelves  all  over  with  oil,  upon  whiqh  they  rub 
fuch  a  quantity  of  earth  and  duft,  and  dried  leaves  of  various 
ibrts,  as  gives  them  the  moft  dreadful  appearance.  But  thofe 
of  a  higher  rank  content  themfelves  with  ihaving  the  upper 
part  of  their  heads,  and  binding  it  about  with  a  lift  of  cloth, 
linnen,  or  leather ;  and  confixung  themfelves  in  their  houfes 


8  Labat,  ubi  fap.  p.  4G0,  &  fcq.  &  al.  fup.  citatl 


bones;  and  it  is  for  the  fame 
caufe  that  they  order  a  guard  to 
be  fet  over  the  corpfe,  whilft 
their  fle(h  lies  rotting  on  th^ 
ground,  that  their  bones  may  be 
prefcrved  till  then,  and  gathered 


up  in  order  to  be  kept  in  me- 
mory of  the  deceafed  ;  efpeci* 
ally  if  hehathfignalized  bimfelf 
by  hb  valour,  generofity,  or  any 
other  qualities  which  are  held  in 
efteem  among  them  (6). 


{^)Lab4it  iM  Cav/t».  ubijup,  ^»39»,  ^  /r^. 
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Oght  whole  davs  ;  after  which  they  gradually  return  to  their 
former  way  of  living. 

The  widows  are  obliged  to  fuboiit  to  a  much  longer  re-*  byth^w- 
tlrement,  efpecially  at  court  and  in  the  populous  cities,  wheve  dgwu 
it  would  be  a  fcandal  for  them  to  be  feen  abroad  before  the 
year  is  out ;  but  in  towns  more  remote,  they  are  allowed  to 
go  about  their  own  affairs  much  iboner.     Upon  their  coming  ^ 
abroad,  they  ufually  appear  In  black,  with  a  cap  on  their  head, 
which  falls  back  upon  their  (boulders ;  their,  upper  garment, 
which  is  commonly  of  woollen,  is  open  on  the  fides,  and 
comes  down  to  the  knee  both  before  and  behind.     That  of 
the  women  of  quality  is  of  the  '  fame  fluff  and  colour,  but 
fuller  and  plaited  about  the  neck.     The  widow  flavcs  oiSt.  ^^^  ^ 
Suhador^  Loango^  and  other  places  of  great  commerce,  are  tbejla^a^ 
diftingui&ed  by  a  (harp-pointed  cap,  about  thirty  inches  high, 
which  makes  a  flr|inge  kind  of  parade,  efpecially  when  one 
fees  forty  or  fifty  of  them  together,  attending,  as  is  ufiial, 
a  Portuguefe  or  other  lady  of  diftindion. 

We  (hail  conclude  this  article  and  fefUon  with  a  ftrange  BarBarvMf 
and  barbarous  notion  which  the  Kongoefe  entertain  concern-  notion  Aid 
kig  dying  perfons,  viz.  that  they  are  juft  upon  paf&ng  from  rifeamong 
a  wretched   and  troublefome  life  into  a  (late  of  eafe  and  them^ 
happinefs ; '  from  which  they  abfurdly  infer,  that  it  is  the  moft 
charitable  kindnefs  one  can  do  them,  to  accelerate  their  de* 
livcrance  by  any  proper  means.     Hence  it  happens,  that  even 
among  the  more  regular  cbriftians,  a  perfon  is  nofooner  ob- 
ferv^  to  be  near  expiring,  but  he  is  ftunned  by  th«  hideous 
outcnes,  and  bowlings  of  the  family ;  kifomucb  that  their 
priefts  and    miifionarics  are  fcarcely.  able  to   perform    the 
iaft  offices  to  them  with  any  tolerable  decency  or  prefence 
of  mind,    Thlis  is,  however,  but  a  mild  treatment,  compared  ^^  treat- 
to  what  is   commonly  pratElifed  among  the  more  impc^lite,^^^^^ 
where  they  fttive  who  fliall  difpatch  the  dying  perfon  fooneft,  their  dyifig 
by  {topping  their  mouth  and  nofe,  thumping  them  upon  they9-;>«4(r. 
breaft  with  their  fiils  or  knees,  with  all  their  might,  and 
other  fuch  inhuman  ufage ;  which  yet  they  imagine  to  be  the 
moft  acceptable  to  him,  as  it  (hortens  his  laft  ftruggles  and 
agonies,  and  fends  him  quickeft  into  a    flate  of    reft  an'd 
blifs.    JBut  were  we  to  trace  this  barbarous  cuilom  to  its  true  q-f^^,!^  ^^  . 
original,  we  (Iiould  find  it  to  owe  its  birth  chiefly  to  that  want  *^^ 
of  natural  afFedion,  which  we  have  elfewhere  oh^erve^  u>  con'verfiom 
teigQ  in  moft  families  throughout  the  kingdom  ^.   From  all  to  chrifii^ 
which,  as  well  as  from  a  great  number  of  the  fuperflitieus  anitj, 
cuftoms  they  flill  retain,  and  vices  they  ftill  indulge^  we  tavf 
infer  what  imperfect  converts  the  Portuguefe  made  of  them 

^  Before,  p.  67. 
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to  chrifijanity)  if  their  ill  lives  and  examples  have  not  proved 
>  too  hard  an  obftacle  to  its  taking  root  amopg  them,  as  it  hath 

been  in  moft  of  their  miffions  in  AJia  and  Anurka^  as  well  as 
in  this  kingdom,  of  which  the  univerfal  complaint  of  their 
mii&onaries  is  an  irreftagable  evidence  ^ 

SECT.    III. 

^e  Origin^  Antiquity^  Foundation^  and  Hiftory^  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Kongo. 

Antiint     TCROM  what  we  have  formerly  had  occaGon  to  obferve^ 
fiatt  of     X    ^hjjj  (hg  Kongoefe  were  utter  ftrangers  to  writing  and  let- 
Kongo      ters  k,  till  the  Portuguefe  introduced  both  among  them,  it  will 
fabulous,   hardly  be  cxpefied  wc  (hould  be  able  to  look  back  very  far 
^ndunciT"^^^^  their  antiquity,  or  offer  any-thing  new  concerning  their 
tatn.         origin  and  hiftory  before  that  time,  unlefs  we  were  to  fetch  it 
from  their  fabulous  traditions,  which  would  be  entertaining 
our  readers  with  an  ill-concerted  fcries  of  the  moft  incredible 
events  ;  in  the  compiling  of  which  national  pride,  aflifted  by  a 
warm  imagination,  rather  than  a  tenacious  and  faithful  me- 
mory, had  the  greateft  fhare*     To  this  we  may  add,  that  they 
7he  Ken-  were  no  better  chronologers  than  hiftorians,.  and  knew  no- 
jgoefe  bad  thing  of  computing  the  time  by  years,  but  only  by  moons, 
tbronolo-    till  they  were  taught  it  by  the  Eunpeans^  after  their  conver- 
gers.         fion  to  Chriftianity.     They  were  even  ftrangers  to  the  di- 
ftiniStiorts  of  hours  of  day  and  night,  nor  could  ever  quote 
and  paft  tranfadlion,  but  by  faying  that  it  happened  in  fuch  a 
ne  time    king's  reign  ^     Hence  it  is  that  there  is  no  poffibility  of  fix- 
eftbeir     ing  either  the  time  of  the  foundation  of  their  monarchy,  tho* 
fnonar-      fo  fmall  diftance  of  time  from  the  cpocha  of  the  firft  arrival 
^*/f/***'of  the  Portuguefcy  nor  even  of  obtaining  an  authentic  feries 
dationun-  ^{^^  Ym^^  that  filled  the  throne  from  the*reign  of  Luqutni^ 
€ertatn,     ^^^^^  f^^^  monarch   and  founder,  down  to  that  epocha,  tho* 
his  fucceftbrs  did  ftill  occupy  it  during  a  confiderable  fpace  af- 
ter their  arrival. 

But  though  wc  cannot  poiEbly  fix  the  time  of  fo  remark- 
able a  tranfadlion,  our  readers  will  not  be  difpleafed  if  we 
give  them  the  beft  account  we  can  of  it,  ftripped  of  all  the  fa- 
bulous ftories  with  which  the  Portuguefe  have  filled  it.  This 
sera  doth  the  more  deferve  our  notice,  as  that  vaft  trad  of  land 
was  then  divided  into  a  great  number  of  petty  eftates  and  va- 
riety of  governments,  and  all  of  them  reduced  under  the  obe- 

'  De  his,  vid.  Lettres  ediiiant.  ubique  fere  pafiim.  ^  Be- 

fore, pag.  91.  ^  PlGAF£T.  1.  ii.  c.  7. 

dience 


Digitized 


by  Google 


C  3.  fhe  KHigdm  of  Kongo.  i2f 

dience  of  that  oiterpriiing  warrior;  befides  a  great  number 

of  others  which  were  fince  difmembered  from  it,  under  the 
reigns  of  his  (ucceflbrs,  and  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this 

chapter  *,  and  many  others  of  which  the  Portuguefe  have  made 
themfelves  matters,  and  of  which  we  ihall  ipeak  in  the  fequel. 

The  founder  of  this  vaft  monarchy,  and  firft  who  took  the  ^ft^^y^f 
royal  title  upon  hjm,  was  named  Luque/ii;  his  father  Emmia-  ^tirfirj^ 
.  n-Ttma  was  a  petty  prince,  whofe  fnull  territory  lay  fituate  on-/^**^''*' 
the  banks  of  the  Zair^  in  the  province  of  Corimba ;  and  his 
mother,  named  Luqueni'Lua-Stinzt^  was  the  daughter  of  an- 
other petty  lord  in  the  fame  neighbourhood.  Eminia^n-Ztma^ 
after  diis  alliance,  began  foon  to  be  weary  of  feeing  fo  many 
equals  around  him,  and  to  liften  to  the  didates  of  his  ambitious 
fpirit;  and  being  now  quite  diflatisfied  with  the  fmall  extent  of 
Vvi  dominions,  reiblved  to  fubdue  thofe  of  his  neighbours,  who 
lived  in  a  ftate  of  independency,  and  compofed  a  number  of 
fmall  republics,  no  \tfs  jeabus  of  their  liberties  than  he  was 
eager  to  invade  them.  He  met,  accordingly,  with  a  brave  and  LuqaeniV 
flrenuous  oppofidon  from  them,  which  lafled  a  confiderable^^'^^'^' 
number  of  years,  but  which  his  valour  and  good  fortune  at  '^^f*^  ^* 
Icngtfi  fo  far  overcame,  that  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  a  con-  ^^^^»^ , 
fidcrablc  fpot  of  ground,  fo  ftrong  by  nature,  that  it  ferved  '^'*'^'^" 
him,  from  that  f ime,  for  a  fefe  retreat  againft  the  united  forces '"'''  * 
of  his  oppofcrs,  it  being  very  difficult  of  accefs,  and  very  eafy 
to  defend  %  fo  that  he  could  now,  with  impunity,  continue  his 
inroads  and  ravages  againft  them,  and  retire,  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  into  his  impregnable  fortrefs,  which  was  now  become 
the  repofitory  of  his  arms  and  ill-gotten  treafures. 

This  place,  to  which  he  took  care  to  add  feveral  ftout  fot-^/uhJues 
tificafions  for  its  defence,  was  fituate  on  the  banks  of  the  Zair^  them,  and 
and,  by  its  eminenc^,  had  an  advantageous  command  oytxfort^faf 
that  famous  river,  enabled  him  to  lay  feveral  forts  of  duties  htrnftlfon 
and  cuftoms  on  all  the  trading  veflcls  that  failed  up  or  down,  «  ^'^^- 
by  which  he  foon  became  opulent  and  powerful  enough  to 
make  it  the  place  of  his  refidcnce,  and  a  place  of  concourfe 
and  great  commerce.     This  was  the  Eril  rife  of  the  ambitious 
Emma-nZimay  which  were  quickly  after  followed  by  an  ac- 
cident which  enabled  his  Ton  Luqueni  to  lay  the  foundation 
for  a  much  more  extenfive  dominion* 

His  father  had  left  the  youth  to  take  care  of  the  fort,  whilft  xiqucni 
himfelf  was  gone  upon  fome  new  expedition,  when  bis  own  ^///,  his 
aunt,  then  big  with  child,  happened  to  pafs  by  the  place,  on  o^nauut, 
board  a  vedel,  from  whom  the  jwung  nephew  made  no  fcruplc 
to  exa^  the  fame.duties  that  his  father  did  fro^i  all  other  pa/*, 
ftogersi    She,  as  his  father's  fif^er,  in  vain  pleaded  an  exemp« 

*  Dehis,  vid.  fup.pag.  19,  &  fcq. 

Mop.  HiST.Vot.  XVI.  K  tion, 
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tionj  and  upbraided  him  with  his  ambition  and  avarice  ;    the 
rafh  youth,  without  any  regard  to  her  pregnancy,  or  the  re- 
lation (he  bore  to  him,  at  one  ftroke  ripped  her  belly  opetij 
and  murdered  both  her  and  the  child.    His  father,  being   ap- 
prire4  of  this  unnatural  aSion,  was  highly  exafperated,    and 
Is  refcuid  would  have  iiiflided  fome  fevere  punifhment  upon  him  for  It, 
from  bis    had  not  fome  of  his  men  interpofed,  under  pretence  that  there 
father's    ^as  fomething  martial  and  heroic  in  the  adion,  and  refcued 
refent'       jjj^  ^y^  ^f  his  hands.     They  tjuickly  after  ranged  themfel ves 
^'*^»       under  his  ftandard,  and  proclaimed  him  their  dii^f  under  the 
'  fets  up  for  title  of  king,  a  title  which  bis  father  had  not  yet  dared  to  aC 
himfelfy    fume.     Luqueni^  elated  with  his  new  dignity,  and  the  increafe 
anda/'      of  his  army,  carried   all  before  him,  and  eafily  fubdued  the 
fumes  the  whole  province  of  Npemffacajfi^  fince  called  Kongo^  and  proved 
royal  title,  {q  fuccefsful  in  all  his  enterprifes,  that  he  enlarged  his  con- 
Hifuhdues  ^^^^^  fr^^fi  the  mouth  of  the  Zair  \  quite  to  the  city  of  St. 
4s<uaft       Salvador  J  formerly  defcribed  «,  that  is  above  1 80  miles  into 
iraa  of    the  inland,  almoil  without oppofition ;  the  prince  to  whom  all 
gromtd.      that  large  trad  belonged  having  been  defeated  at  one  of  the 
firft  onfets,  apd  forced  to  wander  as  an  exile  to  the  day  of  his 
death. 

This  unhappy  prince,  who  was  called  Mahambola^  and 

(tiled  Manx  pangala^  or  king  of  Pangalayhftfome  (ons  behind 

him,  who  having  recourfe  to  the  clemency  of  the  conqueror^ 

obtained  the  inveftiture  of  fome  inferior  lordihips,  as  fiefs  from 

him,  on  condition  they  fhould  acknowlege  him  their  fovereign, 

,and  pay  him  a  certain  annual  tribute.    They  did,  hovirever, 

retain  the  title  of  Mani  pangala^  and  many  of  their  iiicceflbrs 

have  made  feveral  fruitleis  eflForts  to  recover  their  ancient 

dominions,  but  have  been  hitherto  oHjged  to  content  them- 

The  heirs  felves  with  their  fbort  allowance,  and  with  making  an  open 

froteji  a>   proteft,  from  year  to  year,  againft  the  ufurpation  of  Luqueni 

gainfthimztiA  his  fucceffors,  to  prevent  their  tide  to  them  becoming 

iii  vain }    profcribed  (S)*    Thcfc  protcftations,  however,  do  not  excufe 

them 
*  Dc  hoc,  vid.  fup.  p.  22,  k  feq.  «  Ibid.  p.  44,  &  feq. 

(S)  This  is  done,  our  author  having  heard  all  that  (he  hath  to 
tells  as  ( I ),  by  conftantly  fend*  fay,  anfwers  her  in  a  polite  man- 
ing  a  woman  to  court  every  year  ner,  that  it  is  God  who  hath 
to  order  the  king  on  the  throne  raiibd  him  to  the  throne,  which 
to  retire  to  bis  own  territories,  he  intends  to  tranfmittohisown 
and  to  refign  a  realm  which  doth  fuccefibrs ;  and  that  her  maftera 
not  belong  to  him.  He  adds,  ought  to  be  contented  with  their 
that  the  king  doth  not  fail  of  lot,  and  live  quietly  under  it, 
giving  her  a  publicaudience,  and    left  their  attempting  any  inno* 

vation 
(i)  Uktt  M  Cs^gM,  t,  \l9.  i,p,  347,  fir/<f. 
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Cfaem  from  coming  regularly  to  court,  to  pay  their  homzg/^/orced /a 
and  tribute  to  the  king  ;  and,  upon  his  demife,  to  receive  ^p^iytribuH 
new  inveftiture  from  his  fucceflbr.  /«  bim. 

But  to  return  to  Luqueni;  he  no  fooner  faw  himlelf  firmly 
cftabli(hed  on  his  throne,  than  he  began  to  make  proper  regu- 
lations, and  to  give  his  new  fubjeds  fuch  laws  as  were  moft 
fuitable  to  their  genius,  and  moft  likely  to  fecure  his  con- 
quefts  to  him.     Among  otber  public  ads,  he  convened  the  ff^  JMJet 
chief  officers  of  his  dominions,  among  whom  he  diftributed  his  ne^w 
the  government  of  his  new  conquered  provinces,  according  conauefts  i 
to  their  relpe£tive  merits,  and  the  fervices  they  had  done  to 
bim  during  the  late  wars,  which  fo  highly  obliged  thetr^  that 
they  ftrove,  in  gratitude  to  him,  to  add  ftill  fVeih  conqucfts  to 
his  old  ones,  till  they  had  reduced  the  kingdoms  of  Angola 
and  Metamba  under  hiis  obedience.     Of  all  which  vaft  domi* 
nions,  his  hthtr  Emima-n-Zima^  wbo  lived  to  an  extreme 
old  age,  faw  him  in  quiet  poiTeffion  before  his  death  j  though 
whether  he  beheld  his  vaft  fucceftes  with  pleafurej  or  inward 
jealoufy,  is  hard  to  guefs  ^.    His  fuccefTors  have  maintained  bh/amify 
diemfelves  on  the  throne  ever  iince  to  this  day,  though  j  as  wc^iJJinfo/' 
obferved  before,  fome  of  them  have  had  the  mortification  Xofeffion  of 
fee  a  confidei[able  number  of  provinces  difmembered  from  it,  tbtm^ 
befides  that  of  Angola^  of  the  beft,  if  not  the  biggeft  part  of 
which,  the  Portuguefe  have  made  themfelves  matters ;  and 
that  of  Metambaj  which  was  conquered  from  them  much  ^ 
about  the  fame  time,  by  the  ^u^nMembacemba^  as  we  fhall 
fliew  more  fiilly  in  the  fequel  of  this  fe£tion. 

As  for  the  lords  or  dukes  of  Batta^  of  whom  we  have  had  Dukes  9/ 
occafion  to  fpeak  in  a  former  sfedion,  as  ftill  enjoying  fingular  Batta, 
privileges  in  the  kingdom  *,  they  are  the  defcendants  of  Nfa-  ivbeneede^ 
fU'claWy  LuqumPs  father-in-law ;  and  it  is  likely  that  he  ot'/astdedi 
ftowed  that  duchy  upon  them  in  fief,  after  his  fubduing  it,  as 
it  lies  within  the  courfe  of  his  conquefts.     But  whether  it  was 
fo,  or  whether  it  was  their  paternal  eftate,  they  were  obliged  to 
pay  a  kind  of  homagd  to  the  kings  of  Kongo^  which  confifted  p^  ^^^ 
only  in  their  making  their  appearance  at  court  at  certain  fea-  fn^gt  to 
Ions,  which  yet  they  by  degrees  began  tonede£(,  and  content-  the  kings 
cd  themfelves  with  fending  a  kind  of  embauy  to  them  in  their  0/ Kongo. 
fiead.     But  as  thofe  monarchs  grew  by  degrees  more  power- 
ful, they  let  thofe  dukes  know  that  they  refented  their  negled^ 

*  Cavazzi  ap.  Lab  At,  lib.  ii,  c.  1 1.  p.  344,  &fcq.  •  Jio 

his^  vid.  fup.  pag.  43,  &  fc(j. 

vation    fhould  bring  a  greater  fiderfthle  prefent,  and  alia  fendi 

misfortmie  upon  them.    After  others  by  her  (0  her  maflers. 
ilU^  he  snakes  her  fome  con- 

.  K  %  and 
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and  that  they  would  quickly  feci  the  effeds  of  it,  if  they  did 
not  alter  their  behaviour ;  upon  which  they  wifely  refolved  t6 
(  comply  with  their  duty  and  to  appear  in  perfon  before  them, 

and  acknowlegc  their  dependahce  upon  them,  as  Well  as  the 
honour  they  had  of  being  fo  nearly  related  to  them.     And  we 
are  farther  told  that  one  of  them,  above  a  century  ago,  being 
Come  to  court  to  pay  the  ufaal  homage,  and  receive  his  in- 
veftitufe  from  the  new  monarch,  was  not  only  received  with 
all  the  marks  of  honour,  but  had  the  title  oi  tsfiacongiamene,  or 
anceftor  of  the  kings  of  Kongo,  beftowed  upon  him  ^     The 
The  capi'   Capital  of  their  duchy  was  called  formerly  Jnghirimay  or,  a^f- 
/^/e/"/^^/r  cording  fo  DappeVy  Anghirifnhay  and  is,  moft  probably,   the 
ducly,       Jgijyffiffa  we  find  in  Sanfon'%  map.      At  prefent  it  is  called  by 
the  name  of  the  duchy  of  Batta^  or  Bata,  and  ftands  about 
30  leagues  caft  of  St.  Salvador,  and  150  from  the  fea  coaft. 
It  was  once  a  pretty  confiderable  city,  but  is  much  reduced 
fince,  though  it  is  ftill  the  refidence  of  the  dukes  and  gover- 
nors.    The  territory  about  it  is  ftill  very  fertile,  and  the  roaif 
which  leads  from  it  to  St,  Salvador,  is  interfperfed  all  the  way 
with  pleafant  villages  and  hamlets  g. 
y-^^Kon-      This  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  what  our  author  could 
gocfc  hi/'  Ifiatn  6f  the  foundation  and  hiftory  of  this  great  monarchy, 
toryuncer-Vint^  the  coming  of  ih^  Port uguefe  into  theft  J/rican  parts. 
tain  till     Some  other  particulars  the  Kongoefe  related  to  him,  concerning 
tht  arri'    the  foundation  of  the  city  of  St,  Salvador,  which,  tho'  curious 
tval  of  the  and  furprifing,  yet  hot  feeming  altogether  fo  rredible  as  the 
Porta-      reft,  we  fliall  give  our  readers  in  the  margin  (T),  and  proceed 
gHcfe.  to 

f  Cavazzi  ap.  Labat,  lib.  ii.  c.  it.  pag.  351.  t  Da?- 

PER,  Kongo,  &  al.  fup.  citat. 

(T)    The    Kongvefe  ptttTiA  by  a  fpacloi!^  Uke  of  very  great 

that  Luqueni,  defigniiig  to  build  depth,  which   he  caofed  to  be 

that  city  on  this  high,  and  till  filled  up,  and  to  be  turned  into 

then  almoll  inacceflible  moun-  that  delightful  plain^  fince  called 

tain  (2),  in  order  to  make  it  the  the  gxem,  on  which  their  yearly 

metropolis  of  his  new  kingdom,  numerous  reviews   are    made, 

-was  obliged    to  employ  a  vaft  To  this  they  add,  diat  the  pon- 

.  number  of  his  forces  to  cut  a  derous  weight  of  ftone  and  earth 

way  to  it,  moHly  through  the  which  he  caufed  to  be  flung  in- 

hatd  rock,  which  was  noc  done  to  il;, .  prefllng  hard  upon   the 

without  immenf#  labour.  fprings  that  fed  the  lake,  ibrced 

When  they  were  got  up  to  the  the  water  out  at  i^veral  vents  on 

top  of  it,  they  found  the  much  the  iides  of  the  mountain^  irom 

^reat^r  part  of  it  covered  over  whence  fiOw  a  mj^ltitude  of  de« 

lightful 

{2)  Dt  hoc  vidtfupt  /tff.  45,  6f  fif^ 
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to  the  firft  difcovery  of  this  kingdom  by  the  Portuguefe^  in  the 
year  1484,  from  which  aera  both  their  hiftory  and  chronology 
have  been  preferved  and  conveyed  to  us  by  abler  hands,  and 
may  be  better  relied  on. 

Here  we  fhall  not  need  to  remind  our  readers  of  the  vaft 
difcoveries 'which  the  Portuguefe  nation  made,  not  only  on 
tfaefestnd  other  coaftsof  ^^iV^,  butin  the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indiesy 
under  the  patronage  of  their  excellent  prince  don  Henriquesp 
of  which  a  full  account  hath  been  given  in  the  general  hiftorv 
of  Africa  ^ ;  much  lefs  fhall  we  concern  ourfclvcs  .in  the  dit 
fute  whether  the  Portuguefe  were  the  firft  difcoverers  of  theib 
African  Jt02L9t^  ;  an  enquiry  which  would  hot\\  czrry  us  too  far, 
and  be  but  to  little  purpofe  j  but  begin  our  account  with  the 
6r&  European  veflel  that  difcovered  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Kengo^  or  Zair^  and  caft  anchor  in  it.  •  -  ^ 

J    The  defign  of  king  John  of  Portugal  in  making  difcoveriei 
on  the  coafts  of  ^thiopicy  was  in  ordor  to  facilitate,  as  he 
rightly  judged  it  would,  the  finding  out  a  way  into  India.     It 
was  therefore  with  this  view,  that  he  pitched  upon  the  famed  Diego 
Diego  Canty  one  of  the  expcrteft  Tailors  in  his  fervice,  and  a  Qamjir/I 
gentieman  of  the  moft  enterprifing  genius,  to  be  fent  upon  di/coversx 
that  expedition.     Cam^  upon  his  arrival  near  the  Ethiopian  the  coaft  of 
coafts,  fell  infenfibly  upon  the  rapid  ftream  of  the  river  Zajr  Kongo,  ; 
abovermentioned,  as  he  was  endeavouring  to  double  the  cape      —      ^ 
Catalitia ;  and  its  vaft  breadth  and  depth  quickly  determined 
him  to  fail  nearer,  and  to  caft  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  it,  not 
doubting  but  there  muft  be  inhabitants  on  both  fides  of  i^. 
He  bad  not  rowed  far  up  before  he  few  a  pumber  of  the  na- 
tives, whofe  fhape,  complexion,  and  Kair,  greatly  refemblecl 
the  other  Ethiopians^  whoxp  he  had  already  feen  y  neither 
were  thpy  in  the'  leaft  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  tbcfe  nqw  Ts^wellre- 
comers,  but  came  up  to  them  in  the  gentleft  manner,  and  pre-  c^i'^^d  by 
fcnted  them  with  fome  of  their  fruits  and  other  refreftiments,  ^f'  ^'^^ 
which  Can^  gratefully  accepted,  and  requited  by  fome  equiva-  ''**'^' » 
km  prefents.    The  misfortune  was  that  they  could  not  under* 
ftand  one  another  by  any  other  way  but  by  figns  j  fo  that  it  was 
not  without  ibme  di£Eiculty  that  he  was  apprifed  at  laft  tha( 

^  Before,  vol.  ;civ.  c.  i.  fcft,  3,  &fca, 

li|htful  fountains  and  cafcades,  (bmeof  thoA;^  fpHngs  which  fupf 
ofthecleareft  and  fweeteft  wa-  ply  the  city  and  adjacent  vu- 
ter  in  ihis  world  (3).  Oar  read-  • '  lages  with  that  delicious  watef, 
tnoay  remember  that  we  have  in  our  defcription  of  .that  ca- 
liven  eUewhere  an  account  of .   pital  (4). 
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they  belonged  to  a  very  powerful  prince,  whofc  rcfidence  wa3 
a  few  days  journey  up  into  the  inland  '^. 
1484.         Cam,  highly  delighted  with  their  account  and  behaviour, 
and  no  lefs  defirous  to  know  who  this  powerful  prince  was, 
and,  if  ppffible,  to  make  fome  alliance  with  him,  prevailed  up- ' 
on  four  or  five  of  the  natives,  by  fome  prefents  which  he 
^endsfomt  made  to  them,  to  condud  an  equal  number  of  his  officers  to 
of  his  men  St,  Salvador,    Thefe  were  charged  with  conliderable  prefents 
/#  court,     for  the  king  and  court,  and  were  allowed  a  certain  time  for 
their  return ;  but  the  rapidity  of  the  river,  contrary  winds,  and 
other  obffiacles,  joined  to  the  length  of  the  journey,  prevented 
their  being  back  fo  foon  as  he  expeded ;  fo  that,  ziifix  having 
tarried  double  the  time  affigned,  he  refolvcd  ro  leave  them  be- 
hind, and  to  fail  back  for  Portugal ;  and  taking  with  him  four 
^  /A  «-     natives  who  wer^  in  his  fliip,  and  proved  to  be  men  of  noble 
n^aywitb  gxtrad  and  excellent  underftanding,  as  hoflages  for  his  own 
ffur young  countrymen,  weighed  anchor,  and  failed  away  (U).  Some  fay 
matfvtsv    ^j^gy  willingly  ofFered  themfelves  to  accompany  him  into  Por^ 
tugal.  However  that  be,  it  is  certain  that  he  took  great  care  of 
f      ,      them  ^11  the  voyage ;  fo  that  by  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  the 
teachi  th  ^^^^H^^f^  Court,  they  had  made  fuch  furprifmg  progrefs  in 
Porto-       learning  that  language,  that  they  could  inform  his  majefly  of 
gucfe        fcveral  important  matters  which  he  enquired  of  them ;  with 
tongue.    i.  which  king  John  was  fo  highly  delighted,  that  having  made 

*  John  DE  Barros,  Decad.  Eman.  de  Faria,  Decad.    Jar* 
Ric  Thefaur.  vol.  ii.  c.  2.  pag.  26,  &  feq,     Osorio,  Hift.  of  Por-  , 
tugal,  vot.  i.lib.  3.     Labat  Ethiop. Occid.  1. ii. c.  12.    Pigafet. 
1.  ii.  c.  2.  &al.piur. 

(U)  We  cannot  find  out  from  that  coaft  was  firft  difcovered  ; 

•what  author  the  late    Mr.  Le  feeing  neither  the  decades  of  ci- 

^Uft,  who,   after  Jar  ric   and  ther  John  iic  Barros,  nor  of  Ema^ 

others,  calls   this  noble  adven-  fiuil  de  Faria^  make  the  leaft 

.  turer    Can   and    Canus^    took  mention  of  it ;  it  being  fcarcely 

.  a  fingular  circumilance  which  credible  that  either  of  thofe  two 

he  relates  of  him  ;  ^vix,  that«  authors  fhould  have  omitted  or 

during  his  ihQrt  abode  in  iToff*  overlooked  fo  material  a circam-' 

go,   he  ereded  on  one  of  the  fiance,  which  was  a  kind  of  tak«  ' 

coads  a  column  which  be  had  ing  poffeiiioa  of  that  country, 

brought  with  him  from  Fflr/«.  and  afcertaining  the  firftdifco- 

gaJ,  with  a  crofs  on  the  top,  and  very  of  it  to  the  Poriuguift  na- 

the  arms  of  the  kings  of  Portu*  ticn.    Neither  do  we  know  of 

gal,  and  an    infcription  under  any  other  writer  who  hath  taken 

'  them  in  Latin  and  Portugue/e,. to  any  notice  of  it,  ^cept  the  aa- 

inform'  the  reader  of  the  time  in  thor  above -mentioned  (5)* 


which,and  the  perfon  by  whom. 
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them  feveral  very  confiderable  prefents,  he  ordered  Cam  to 
ta  with  them  back  to  Ktngo^  and  fcnt  by  him  other  very  va- 
luable prefents  and  European  rarities  to  theii^  king  and  his 
court;  charging  him,  moreover,  to  exhort  that  monarch,  in 
his  name,  to  become  a  convert  to  the  worihip  of  the  only 
true  God,  and  to  permit  the  chrifiian  religion  to  be  propa- 
#gated  thro'  his  dominions  ^. 

Cam>  upon  his  return  to  KongOy  on  the  following  year,     '485- 
was  greatly  pleafed  to  find  his  men  in  good  health,  and  highly  Cam'/r^* 
fitisfied  with  the  kind  reception  they  had  met  with  at  court,  as  ^^^  ^* 
well  as  from  the  reft  of  the  natives.     It. was  not  long  before  ^^"8^- 
he  fent  a  formal  embafly  to  the  king,  accompanied  with  the  Sends  an 
rich  prefents  ffom  Portugal^  whilft  the  four  young  natives,  no  mhajfy  f 
lefs  charmed  with  all  they  had  feen,  and  the  noble  treatment  court ; 
they  had  received  in  that  country,  were  blazing  both  at  their 
own  court,  and  where-ever  they  came,  the  magnificence  of  the 
tsrtuguefe  monarchs  and  nation.    A  firm  alliance  was  quick-  wMkot  an 
ly  agreed  on  between  the  two  crowns,  which  fubfifts  to  this  alliatut 
day,  though  often  fufpended  by  fome  intervening  vidx^yoiijoitbiti 
which  we  fliall  fpeak  in  the  fequel. 

Whilst  this  alliance  was  tranfafiing  at  the  Kongoefe  court. 
Cam  fet  fail  for  the  difcovery  of  the  Ethiopian  and  African 
coafts,  as  far  as  the  22d  degree  north,  and  at  his  return,  vf^ntgoeshim' 
to  pay  a  grand  vifit  to  the  king,  to  thank  him  for  the  hvouvB/el/to  tbi 
done  to  him  and  his  nation,  and  was  received  with  all  poffible  king. 
magnificence.    At  his  requeft  he  gave  him  an  ample  account  Hujpten* 
about  the  grandeur  of  king  John^s  dominions,  of  the  Portu- did  reap- 
guefi  laws,  cuftoms,  and  government,  and  more  particularly  of '''^•* 
their  religion  j  the  refult  of  which  was,  that  that  prince  con- 
ceived the  higheft  efteem  and  regard  for  the  Portuguefe^  and 
an  earneft  defire  of  becoming  a  profelyte  to  their  church.     At  Zacbat 
his  departure,  the  king  appointed  ^achuty  one  of  the  young  yi/r/tf0i- 
nobles  who  had  failed  with  him  into  Portugal^  to  go  now  as  haffadorto 
his  ambaffador  at  that  court,  with  orders  to  entreat  his  Per-  Portugal. 
tuguefe  majefty  to  fend  fome  holy  men  to  inftruft  him  and  his 
fubjefts  in  the  chriftlan  faith  j  he  likewife  fent  a  number  of 
other  young  Kongoefe  with  him  to  be  educated  in  it,  together 
with  a  large  quantity  of  elephant's  teeth,  carpets,  and  cloaths 
made  of  the  leaves  of  palm- trees,  as  prefents  to  his  Portuguefe 
majefty.     Cam  departed  foon  after,  and  at  his  arrival  at  Lif-  q^^^^  jg^ 
horiy  prefented  the  Kongoefe  ambaflfadorj  and  this  other  Y^^^S  p^rture 
gcndemen,  to  the  kingj  who  was  highly  fatisfied  with  the  fuc-  ^ndleave^ 
eels  of  that  expedition,  and  gave  thofe  noble  firangers  a  moft 
gracious  reception. 

*  lid.  ibid. 

K  4  During 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


136  ne  African  Hifiory  of        B.  XVII. 

1489.         During  the  time  they  ftaid  in  Portugal^  which  was  near 
ZachutV    three  years,  great  care  was  taken  thjit  they  fliould  be  inftruded 
reception    not  only  in  the^rinciples  of  chriftianity,  but  in  all  fuch  other 
tf/Lifbon;  polite  exercifes  as  were  fuitable  to  their  rank ;  and,  at  length, 
they  were  baptifed  at  Beja^  to  which  place  the  court  was  re- 
tired on  account  of  the  plague  which  raged  with  uncommon 
.   fury  in  the  city  of  Lijbon,  The  ceremony  was  performed  with 
itbaptixed  the  utmoft  fplendor  and  magnificence,  KI.  John  himfelf  vouch- 
nuitbgreat  fafing  to  ftand  godfather  to  the  ambaflador  Zacbuty  to  whom 
J^Undtr.    he  gave  his  own  name.    Not  long  after  the  folemnity  was 
performed,  he  caufed  them  to  be  conveyed  into  their  own 
fl?/  return  country,  in  three  fhips  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  fitted  for 
/0  Kongo,  that  purpofe,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to  Gonxalsz  de 
Souza^  a  perfon  defcended  from  a  noble  family,  with  whom  he 
Jtichfre-   fent  likewife  fevefal  prie^s,  together  with  fonts,  mitref,  cha- 
fents/ept    lices,  and  other  church  veflels  and  ornaments  of  great  value, 
thither  by  The  misfortune  was  that  feveral  of  thofe  who  embarked  with 
jr.  John,  them  from  Lijfbon^  carried  the  dire  contagion  with  them  on 
board  ;  many  of  whom  died  in  their  paflage,  and  among  them 
the  commander  (70»2:/7/^z  ^  Souzaj^\iOVf2&  fucceeded  hyRo- 
derigo  Souza^  a  near  relation,  by  the  unanin^ous  ponfent  of  all 
the  officers '. 
Sou«a*j         Thjey  all  arrived  fafely,  and  landed  at  Sogno^  on  the  river 
reception  .  2^/r,  on  the  AjigHft  following,  and  were  joyfally  received  by 
0kt  Sogno.  the  governor  of  the  province,  a  prince  of  the  royal  blood,  who 
had  fixed  his  refidence  in  that  capital  for  the  fake  of  carrying 
on  a  commerce  with  the  PBrtuguefsy  and  had  been  fo  well  in- 
Thegover^  ftrufted  by  them  in  the  chriftian  faith,  that  he  was  baptized 
^^^w-So<y-by  foine  of  thofe  holy  men,  fpon  after  their  arrival,  by  the 
no  i^tf///«- name  of  Emanuely  which  was  that  of  the  king  oi  PortugaP^ 
gd,  brother.     The  ceremony  was  performed  in  the  open  country, 

in  the  prefencc  of  the  Portuguefe  admiral,  who  had  caufed  $ 
fumptuous  altar  to  be  erected  for  the  purpofe  5  and  where,  af- 
ter mafs  was  tnded,  this  noble  profelyte,  with  one  of  his  fons, 
and  fomc  of  his  officers,  were  received  into  the  church  before 
.a  vaft  concourfe  of  the  natives,  who  flocked  thither  on  that 
pccafion,  and  exprefled  their  fatisfaiiion  by  their  joyful  ihouts* 
All  this  while  the  Portuguefe^  leaving  the  care  of  making  con- 
verts to  the  monks  and  priefts  they  had  brought  with  them, 
were  ve/y  Lufy  in  rnaking  new  difcoveries  and  fettlements  on 
.  the  African  coafts,  and  had  by  this  time  fettled  fo  confidcrable 
a  commerce,  as,  though  but  then  in  its  infancy,  failed  not  to 
raife  the  jealoufy  of  feveral  European  crowned  heads  m. 

?  OsoRio,  Jarric,  &  al.  ubi  fup.  »  Sec  before,  vol.  xiy. 

ubi  fup.     OsoRio,  Labat,  &al.  ubi  fup.    See  alfo,  vol,  ix,p. 


334,  k  fcq. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


C  3.  TT^e  Kingdom  of  Kongo.  137* 

In  the  mean  time  admiral  Souza,  taking  leave  of  his  noble  SoazaV 
converts,  haftened   to  Banza  Kongo,  where  the  court  then  rectptiofi 
was  ( W),  and  there  gave  the  king  an  account  of  his  uncle's  «/  cwrU 
converfion  and  baptifm;  with  which  he  was  fo  highly  fatisfied, . 
that  he  enlarged  his  dominions,  and  gave  him  full  power  to 
pull  down  and  deftroy  ail  the  heathen  temples,  and  other  mo* 
numents  of  idolatry,  within  his  government.  His  majefly  was 
no  lefs  delighted  with  the  comnuffions,  holy  vefT^ls  and  orna- 
ments, which  he  brought  from  Portugal i  but  he  was  ftill  more, 
charmed,  when,  at  his  requeft,  they  were  brought  to  him,  and 
cxpofed  to  the  view  of  the  whole  court,  anoiJft  grej|t  crowds  Cburctor^ 
of  his  fubjeds,  who  all  beheld  them,  we  are  told,  with  the  namtnts 
deepeft  veneration,  particularly  the  crofs,  before  which  XhQ  ixpofid  t0 
Portuguefe  falling  upon  their  knees,  the  Kongoefe  followed  their  fuiiic 
example  in  their  own  way,  and  proflrated  themfelves  before  *ou*w. 
it.    His  majefty  was  very  curious  in  obfervipg  every  veflel  and 
veftmcnt,  and  uncommonly  attentive  to  the  explication  which 
^hc  pricft  gave  him  of  every  particular;  the  refult  of  which  was,  Tbg  khig 
Ihat  he  immediately  refolved  upon  building  a  fumptuous  church  builds  a 
in  his  capital,  for  the  reception  of  thefe  holy  men  and  utenfils  j  frmftumu 
and,  though  he  was  obliged  to  have  the  chief  materials  for  it  cburcb  % 
from  fome  of  the  remoteft  parts  of  his  kingdom,  yet  his  zeal, 
and  the  great  number  of  hands  which  he  employed  in  |that 
work,  quickly  compleated  the  edifice  according  to  his  defire  ; 
fome  fay  it  was  finifbed  in  three  months,  and  foon  after  con* 
fecrated  by  thofe  holy  men,  under  the  name  of  the  church  of 
i^HolyCroJi''. 

This  folemnity  was  quickly  fucceeded  by  a  greater;  viz.  ishafHxed 
the  public  baptifm  of  the  king  and  queen,  and  feveral  of  the  init^fwitk 
nobility,  with  extraordinary  magnificence,*in  his  new  church,  bis  queen^ 
The  king  took  the  name  oijohn^  and  the  queen  that  oi  Elea-  &€• 
»ora,  in  complin^ent  to  the  king  and  queen  of  Portugal,  and 
in  the  prefence  of  their  ambaffador,  who  affifted  at  the  cere* 
inony  as  their  reprefentative.     Their  example  was  followed 
by  many  thoufands  of  their  fubje£ts ;  *  and  the  king  did  the 

^  PiGAFET.  Jarric,  Osorio,  Labat,  &  ^l.  ubi  fup. 

(W)  It  may  be  neceffary  to  Kongo^  Banz,a  Sogno^  Banxa  Bai^ 
Kmind  the  reader  of  what.hath  ta^  Sec,  By  Ban^a  Kongo,  there- 
been  formerly  obfcrved,  that  the  fore  here  is  only  meant,  the  ca- 
^Ord  Banza,  which  fignifies  ex-  pital  of  a  fmall  province  of  that 
f client  city,  is  always  ufed  to  fig-  name,  and  not  of  the  whole  kingr 
%  the  capital  of  a  province,  dom ;  which,  as  we  have  fhewn 
^nd  is  commonly  joined  with  elfewhere,  is  called  Banp^a  San 
W  proper  name  pi  k,  as  Banza  Salvador  (6). 

(6)  Set  before,  fag,  44.  noU  {P)t 
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.  more  jpcaloufly  encourage  them  to  it,  as  he  was  going  at  thae 
junfliure  to  engage  fome  rebellious  fubjefts  who  were  up  ia, 
arms  in  the  province  of  MucoccOj  and  ravaging  fome  of  its  beft 
territories.    Upon  thb  occafion,  Souza^  the  Portuguefe  am- 
baflador,  prefented  him  with  a  rojal  ftandard  on  which  the 
crofs  was  embroidered,  and,  in  his  mailer's  name,  exhorted  • 
him  to  put  his  whole  confidence  in  that  divine  Saviour,  whofe 
religiojj  he  had  now  embraced,  and  to  rely  folely  on  his  aiEft- 
ance  for  the  fuccefs  of  that  expedition,  to  which  he  himfelf 
would  accompany  him  with  an  hundred  of  his  armed  Portu^ 
IMi  m      g^^fi*    The  king  accordingly  gained  a  moft  complete  viftory 
gamfleat    over  the  rebels,  and  had  the  fatisfadion  to  fee  his  newly  con- 
wS'rf      verted  troops  behave  with  an  intrepid  bravery,  which  they  had 
•v#r  tki    never  Chewn  before.    He  was  iuft  upon  the  point  of  entering 
wtMf.       ipto  their  territories,  with  a  full  refolution  to  chaftife  thofe^re- 
volters  with  the  utmoft  fevcrity,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
the  country ;  when  Souza  was  fo  generous  to  divert  him  from 
it,  and,  by  his  timely  mediation,  to  prevent  that  province  be- 
1491.    ing  put  to  fire  and  fword, 
SousaV        ^ouzA  took  leave  foon  after  of  that  monarch,  with  great 
wetMtm  to    civilities  on  both  fides,  and  left  with  him  a  great  number  of 
Ponftgal.  Dominicans^  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  religion,  and  to  preach 
<he  gofpel  to  the  people.    About  the  fame  time  the  king's  eld- 
eft  fon,  who  had  been  fent  upon  an  expedition  againft  fome 
tebels  in  one  of  the  fouthern  provinces,  when  his  father  and 
mother  were  baptized,  returned  vidorious  to  court,  and  was 
no  fooner  informed  of  it,  and  of  the  fuccefs  which  attended 
his  father's  arms,  than  he  earneftly  requefted  to  be  inftru6ied 
and  admitted  to  baptifm ;  which  being  readily  granted,  he  re* 
nekhfg^s  ceived  the  name  of  Jlphonfij  which  was  that  of  the  eldeft  in- 
dikfi/o39    fanto  of  Portugal    He  continued  a  zealous  profelyte  to,  and 
k^ixid;  great  promoter  of  chriftianity,  during  his  whole  life,  and  more 
cfpecially  after  his  acceffion  to  the  crown ;  but  his  younger 
brother  proved  quite  the  reverfe :  his  name  Was  Panzo  Jqui^ 
tima ;  and  his  fingular  fondnefs  for  the  heathenifh  fuperftitions 
in  which  he  had  been  brought  up,  made  him  an  irreconcileable 
enemy  to  the  chriflian  religion,  infomuch  that  he  left  no  ftonc 
unturned  to  extirpate  it  out  of  the  kingdom.     What  topics  he 
ufed  to  render  the  Portuguefe  and  their  religion  fuipeSed  by 
MsyMmg'  his  father,  we  can  only  guefs ;  yet  they  were  fuch  as  but  too 
j^fer-      cafily  prevailed  upon  that  weak  prince  not  only  to  apoftatize, 
tferts  him  but  to  perfecute  all  the  chriftian  converts  that  rcfufed  to  fol- 
i9 idoiatry y\Qyff  \ii^  example.    Among  thefe,  his  eldeft  fon,  prince  At- 
^^  phonfo^  having  refifted  all  his  careiles  and  menaces,  and  en- 

ain^^'ffiffm.^^jivoured  with  all  his  might  to  defeat  all  his  brother's  cabals, 
his  hrotber  ^^  accufed  by  him  of  treafonable  pra6lices,  and  raOily  c 
r^ .  .     demned  to  banilhmcut  into  fome  remote  province,  and  his 


aItA*^  i^'"  ^^  accufed  by  him  of  treafonable  pra6lices,  and  raOily  con- 

^£f?^^*  demned  to  banilhmcnt  mto  fome  remote  province,  and  his 
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younger  brother  appointed  his  father's  fucceflor,  who  faw  him-  mjhidfy 
lelf  quiddy  fur r ounded  by  a  numerous  court,  and  at  the  head  bis  muuu  t 
of  a  moft  powerful  party. 

His  father  having  foon  after  detected  his  treachenr  againft 
Jlpbonfiy  not  only  recalled  him  from  banilhment,  but  gtvei»t§tu€iij 
him  the  government  of  one  of  the  chief  provinces  of  the  king-  ^caU$JU 
dom,  and  at  the  fame  time  ordered  ¥an%o  to  return  to  court. 
Atpbonfoy  with  his  ufual  zeal,  began  his  government  by  forbid-  His  law 
ding  all  worihip  of  idds,  under  the  fevereft  penalties  ;  which  agahft 
not  only  drove  a  vaft  number  of  his  new  fubjeds  over  to  hisfW  w«r- 
brother,  now  the  declared  patron  of  idolatry,  but  obliged  hisA^* 
father  to  recall  him,  unlels  he  immediately  repealed  his  law 
againft  it.     Alphonfo  excufed  himfelf  from  complying,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fent  the  king  word,  that  he  had  then  fuch  a 
multitude  of  bufinefs  upon  his  hands,  that  he  could  not  poffihly 
leave  his  government  to  come  to  court.  ^  1402. 

By  this  time  the  king,  worn  out  with  age,  fiitigue9,  and  f^,|/^V 
infirmities,  was  vifibly  haftening  to  his  end.   Alphonfo  was  ad-  Mis,  m 
vijfed  by  his  friends  to  march  againfl  his  brother,  and  to  feize  Alphonfo 
upon  the  capital ;  which  he  however  declined  till  he  was  {vHy/nccieds 
affured  of  his  father's  de^th ;  after  which  he  ventured  to  enter  */»  i 
it  in  the  night-time,  according  to  his  mother's  advice.    On  . 
the  next  morning  he  appeared  upon  the  fpacious  green  before 
the  royal  palace,  at  the  head  of  his  friends  and  chriftian  forces; 
by  whom,  after  a  ihort  fpeech  acquainting  them  with  the  king's 
death,  and  his  being  the  next  heir  to  the  crown,  he  was  pro* 
claimed  with  the  ufual  formalities,  and  joyful  acclamations.. 
Panzo  was  at  that  time  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army^ 
which,  upon  his  receiving  the  news  of  his  brother's  being  in 
pofleffion  of  the  throne,  he  divided  into  two  columns,  and 
marched  diredly  againft  him.  Jlpbonfi,  who  had  only  a  hand- 
ful of  chriftian  foldiers,  and  about  thirty-feven  P^rtugue/e^  ex- 
pelled   him    with    undaunted  courage,    and    both    by  his 
words  and  example  infpired  his  men  with  fuch  intrepidity, 
that  they  behaved  with  furprizing  valour,  gained  a  complete  ^a^^^». 
viftory,    and  drove  the  difconfolate  Panzo,  accompanied  irotber 
only  by  an  old  experienced  officer,  into  a  wood ;  where,  in 
their  flight,  they  both  fell  into  a  large  trap,  fet  up  to  catch 
wild  beafts.    The  prince  died  about  two  days  after,  partly  by  p       , 
the  hurt  he  got  by  the  fall,  and  partly  of  grief  and  defpair  :^?*' 
whereupon  the  old  officer  fent  a  fubmiffive  meflage  to  the    ^    * 
king,  acquainting  him  that  it  was  indifferent  to  him,  whether 
he  obtained  his  pardon  from  him,  or  an  order  for  his  execu- 
tion, ftich  as  his  treafon  juftly  deierved ;  but  begged  that  if 
his  majefly  chc^e  the  latter,  he  would  permit  him  to  be  firft 
admitted  into  the  chriftian  church*by  baptifm.  He  added,  that 
as  he  could  not  but  look  upon  his  late  victory  over  fo  fuperior 

411 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^40  fUAffkm  mory  if        B.xym 

m  ixmy  as  altogether  miraculous  (X),  it  was  bis  earneft.re^ 

queft  that  he  might  die  a  worfhipper  of  that  great  God  fironi 

whom  he  had  obtained  it  ^.     Whether  his  behaviour  was  (lOr 

cere,  or  mere  artifice,  the  king  was  fo  highly  pleafed  with  it, 

tbiat  he  freely  pardoned  and  promoted  him,  and  cauied  hiin 

AlphoO'^    to  be  inftruded  and  admitted  into  the  chriftian  faith.     The 

io^t  xtal    reft  of  Tanzo^s  army  readily  oflered  to  fuhmit  to  him  ;  but  he 

^ genii-  refuied  to  admit  them  to  take  the  oaths  of  fidelity  to  him,  un.- 

fofaji       le(&  thofe  who  were  idolaters  confented'  to  become  convert^ 

and  thofe  who  had  apoftatized  from  the  faith,  were  regularly 

/        re*admitted  into  it. 

ton*verts        This  zealous  refolutton  of  the  new  king,  joined  to  the  good 

m  gnat     example  he  fet  before  them,  was  quickly  followed  by  the>coiir 

mumberof  verfion  and  reduftion  of  myriads  of  his  other  fubje&s  ;  {o  that 

jUdiJuJ^t^s  y^^  uiay  jufUy  look  upon  his  acceffioa  to  the  crown^  as  the 

p  Jauhk^  ttbi  fup.  OsoRio,  vol.  ii.  lib.  3.  &  al*  ubifup. 


(X)  And  fo  k  mull  have  been 
in^ed,  if  what  fome  of  our  P^r- 
tuguefi  authors  tell  us  be  true; 
that  the  Virgin  Maiy  appeared 
in  a  gigantic  form,  landing  by 
Alpbonfo\  fide,  juft  before  the 
onfct  began;  which  jnjefted  fuch 

'  an  univerfal  panic  into  the  re- 
bellious army,  that  none  of  them 
dared  to  Hand  out  againft  his 
^iidful  of  forces,  but  betook 
theoilelves  to  a  precipitate  flight. 
LaSat,  who,  in  this  particular,  < 
differs  from  the  good  father  Ca- 
'mazzif  whom  we  have  followed 

.  in  the  text,  adds  one  or  two 
nore  circumflances  to  his  ac- 
count, which  we  ihall  fubjoin  in 
this  note.  One  is,  tkat  the  re- 
bel prince  Pana^Oy  and  his  lieute- 
nant-general were  taken,  and 
brought  before  the  king,  by 
whom  they  expefted  to  have 
been  condemned  to  immediate 
death.  But,  to  their  furprize, 
the  good  prince  went  and  em- 
brac-d  his  rebellious  brother  with 
the  utmoft  teodemefs,  and  ofFer- 
pi  to  forgive  and  promote  him. 


if  he  would  embrace  chriftiaai- 
ty;  which  he  abfoiutely  refufed, 
and  died  of  the  wounds  he  had 
received  in  the  fight,  notwich- 
ilaading  all  the  help  which  jH- 
phonfo  provided  for  his  cure ; 
and  that,  to  his  death,  he  conti- 
nued obftinate  in  his  idolatry,  in 
fpite  of  all  his  brother's  endea^ 
vours  to  convert  him ;  fo  that  ht 
was  the  only  one  in  the  whole 
army,  that  did  fo»  all  the  reft 
having  been  readily  induced,  by 
(heir  late  wonderful  defeat,  tp 
embrace  chridianity. 

As  for  the  lieutenant-general, 
he  tells,  us,  that  he  was  pardon- 
ed; but  upon  condition  that  h^ 
fhould  dedicate  the  reft  of  his 
life  to  the  fervice  of  the  ^hurch 
of  the  Holy  Crofi^  and  bring  thi- 
ther all  the  water  that  fhoiild  be 
wanted  far  the  baptizing  of  all 
the  new  converts  from  pagan- 
ifm  ;  which  office  he  difcharged 
with  fuch  pilous  fimplicity  and 
exa&itude,  as  left  no  room  to 
doubt  of  the  fincerity  of  his 
conyerfion  (7). 


(7)  Lakat^  Ethiop*  Ocfhkm,  lib.  ii.  c;  13,  f .  38^^  &  fif. 


Digitized 


by  Google 
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And,  if  wc  may  believe  Oforioy  and  other  Portuguefe  writers, 
he,  being  no  lefs  excellent  a  preacher,  than  he  was  a  zealous 
king,  was  wont  to  make  long  difcourfcs  upon  the  truth  and  ^nimdkes 
excellency  of  the  gofpel,  the  certainty  of  future  rewards  ^vAf^fi^'^^ 
punifhments  of  a  future  life,  and  other  fuch  momentous  topics  ^fi^Kftf 
as  were  moft  likely  to  confirm  them  in  their  belief  and  prac-  ^'  ''*"'• 
rice  q.     But  that  which  moft  efFeftually  contributed  to  it,  next 
to  the  ftria  conformity  of  his  example  to  the  chriftian  pre- 
cepts, was  the  great  regard  he  fhewed  both  to  the  Poriuguefe 
nation  in  general,  and  efpecially  to  the  Dominican  monks;  who 
had  been  fent  thither  by  their  monarch  to  convert  his  fubje£ls. 
To  the  former  he  granted  the  extraordinary  privilege  of  fct-  J^gep  ri- 
ding in  what  part  of  his  kingdom  they  liked  beft,  gave  them  gardto  the 
considerable  lands  and  immunities,  and  enaded  fevere  penal-  Portu- 
ties  ^gainft  fuch  of  his  own  fubjefts  as  fhould  venture  to  mo-  gucfc 
left  them  in  their  new  pofleffions  and  fettlements.     As  for  the  ^^^^  • 
latter,  that  is,  the  Dominican  frieirs,  whom  his  late  father  had 
fo  ungratefully  and  cruelly  treated,  during  the  (hort  time  of 
his  apoftafy,  and  ftripped  of  all  the  lands,  houfes,  and  flaves 
formerly  granted  to  them  for  their  maintenance,  thefe  he  took 
more  particularly  under  his  proteflion,  and  not  only  reftored 
tfcem  all  their  old,  but  added  fundry  new  grants,  by  way  of 
compenfation  for  the  extreme  difgrace  and  mifery  they  had 
been  reduced  to  by  him.     He  built  feveral  new  monafteries 
and  churches  for  their  ufe,  in  feveral  parts  of  his  kingdom, 
2m4  omitted  nothing  that  coufd  render  them  refpe<ftable  and 
beneficial  to  all  his  fubjefts.    He  even  vouchfafcd  ^^  learn  ^^^.. 
Ac  Portuguefe  tongue,  that  he  might  interpret  to  them  the  f^^ards 
iermons  of  thofe  preachers,  and  at  the  end  ftrove  to  inculcate  hi^fiii,^ 
them  the  deeper  into  their  minds  by  fome  judicious  remarks,  ;^^j^ 
or  pious  exhortations  of  his  own  r. 

Emanuel  being  now  on  the  Portuguefe  throne,  and  high- 
ly delightcjd  with  the  progrefs  which  the  chriftian  religion  had 
made  in  the  Kongoefe  dominions,  earneftly  intreated  Alphonfo 
to  fend  his  eldeft  fon  to  be  educated  in  Portugal  in  the  Latin 
tongue,  and   all  other  polite  literature.     Alphonfo  not  only  Sends  Us 
thankfully  complied  with  his  generous  requeft,  but  fent  with>»  to  be 
the  young  prince  a  number  of  other  young  noblemen  to  Lif-  educated* 
bon^  to  reap  the  fame  benefit.     Emanuel  took  upon  him  the  ^t  Lifboo. 
charge  of  their  education,  and  fpared  neither  pains  nor  coft  to 
procure  them  the  ableft  teachers  and  beft  helps:   fome  of 
thofe  youths  gave  themfelve^  up  to  the  ftudy  of  divinity,  and    *  * 
made  fuch  progrefs  in  it,  that,  upon  their  return  iato  Ethiopia^ 

P  lid.  ibid.  La^at,  1.  ii.  c.  la*  p.  171,  &  feq.  ^  De  hl«, 

vid.OsoRXO:,  Sc  al.  ubi  fup.  ^  lid.  ibid. 

tfccy 


Digitized 


by  Google 


?4« 


jr.  Ema- 


fEs  letter 
t9iem» 


Alphon- 
foV  high 


ne  African  H0cfy  cf        B.  XVH/ 

tbey  vaftljr  intreafed  the  number  of  converts  by  their  learned 
difcourfes  and  exemplary  piety. 
In  the  fame  year  he  fent  a  fplendid  embaily  thither,  accom- 
nuel  /etuli  pamed  with  magnificent  prefents,  particularly  a  noble  fland- 
mgrtmd     ard,  with  arms  which  the  king  and  his  fucceflbrs  were  after- 
€mba0  to  wards  to  bear,  richly  embroidered  upon  it,  with  all  their  proper 
bim^^itb  colours  and  ornaments.    They  were  a  crofs  argent,  upon  a 
mflandard  ground  gules,  cantoned  with  four  other  fcutcheons  of  the 
■*''*^?/^ume,  charged  with  five  torteaux  fables,  faulterwifes  andthefe 
'"""         are  the  arms  which  the  Kongoefe  monarchs  have  borne  ever 
fince.    Thefe  were  likewife  accompanied  with  a  moft  oblig- 
ing letter,  wherein  Emanuel  gave  Alphonfo  the  title  of  brother, 
highly  applauded  his  zeal  for  the  chriftian  faith,  and  earneftly 
exhorted  him  to  perfift  in  it,  and  in  his  friendihip  to  the  Psr^ 
tuguefe  nation ;  with  all  which  Alphonji  punctually  compliectj 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign '  i  and  fuch  veneration 
had  he  for  king  Emanuel^  that  he  ufed  to  fay,  he  fliould  nc-  \ 
re/pea  for  yer  have  any  real  plcafure  in  life,  till  he  went,  to  Portugal^  and 
i^«^  Ema-  threw  himfdf  at  his  feet,  to  acknowlege  all  the  many  oWiga- 
»oei ;        tjjjj^g  i^g  jja(j  to  him,  particularly  that  of  enjoying  thro'  bis  i 
means  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  worfliipping  me  true  God^ 
and  afpiring  to  eternal  happinefs.     But  that  pleadire  the  fbte   ' 
and  circumnances  of  his  kingdom  would  never  permit  him 
to  allow  himfelf ;  the  fear  of  a  relapfe  among  his  fickle  and  | 
unfettled  fubjeds,  and  the  too  fmall  number  of  monks  and   j 
priefts  that  were  left  by  this  time  in  his  vaft  dominions,  many 
of  whom  had  died  through  want  and  mifery,  or  were  with- 
drawn into  the  farthermoft  provinces,  made  it  appear  dan- 
gerous to  leave  his  dominions,  till  chriftianity  was  better  fet- 
led,  and  a  more  confiderable  number  of  preachers  could  be   | 
obtained  from  his  good  new  brother  EmanueL    He  therefoie 
wrote  very  preffingly  to  him  for  a  frefh  fupply  of  them,  and 
that  good  prince  immediately  ordered  that  his  requeft  flipuld 
be  granted  with  all  poffible  fpeed* 

A  NEW  fet  of  them  was  accordingly  ordered  to  ^e  convey- 
ed to  him,  confifting  of  five  Dominicans^  five  Auguftinesy  and 
five  capuchins,  befides  a  good  number  of  fecular  priefta,  all  of 
them  men  of  uncommon  learning  and  piety,  who,  upon  their 
arrival,  met  with  a  moft  afFe£tionate  reception,  and  were  dif- 
perfed  among  the  feveral  unconverted  provinces ;  where  the 
divine  providence  bleffed  them  with  fuch  furprifing  fuccefi, 
that  they  added  myriads  of  new  converts,  to  the  old  ones. 
AXPHONSO,  who  lived  five  years  fince  their  arrival,  had 
the  fatisfadlion  to  fee  the  major  part  of  his  fubjeds  confirmed 
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in  the  chriftian  faith  before  he  died.    A  litdc  before  his  death  HUixtd- 
he  fent  for  his  fon  Don  Piedroy  and  in  the  moft  preffing  /'"^  <*•* 
terms  exhwtcd  him  to  ufc  his  utmoft  power  to  preferve  and  rm&^i 
protcd  the  true  religion,  and  to  extirpate  idolatry  out  of  his 
dominions^  a3  the  moft  effedual  means  of  procuring  the  divine 
protedion  00  himfelf  and  his  fubjeSs.     He  gave  ^im  his  laft 
biding  with  his  laft  breath,  and  died  univerfally  lamented,  sis  a^dioAn 
may  eaiily.be  inferred  from  the  moft  excellent  character  he     1525^. 
left  behind  him  \  a  (hort  extras  of  which  the  reader  will  find 
in  the  marg^  out  of  the  learned  bifhop  of  Sylves  ( Y)  ^ 

He  was  fuccceded,  without  any  oppofition,  by  his  worthy  ^z/^^^r^rf 
f  jn  Don  Pidr^^  the  iirft  of  that  name ;  a  prince  who  not  only  hy  hitftm 
poflefied  all  his  father's  virtues,  but  ftrove  to  outfhine  him  in  Pedro, 
his  liberality,  by  the  ^ronfiderable  augmentation  he  mzit  to 'i^^o  aug' 
tlje  revenues  of  the  church,  for  the  better  maintenance  not  on-  »'»''  *^ 
ly  of  the  miflionaries,  and  of  the  divine  worfliip,  but  likewife  re<vei^ 
of  thofe  Portuguefe  who  were  fettled  in  his  dominions,  and  Yu  l 
promoted  arts  and  commerce  in  them. 

<  PiGAFET.  JaRRIC,  LABAT,&al. 


church* 


(Y)  He  was,  fays  that  learned 
prelate,  a  prince  6f  the  moft  ex- 
cellent qualities,  moft  fevere  to 
the  wicked,  and  nolefs  generous 
to  the  poor  and  virtuous,  and 
indefatigable  in  fettling  the  af- 
fairsof  his  kingdom ;  irreproach* 
able  in  his  morals,  and  zealous 
to  render  tvcry  thing  fubfervi-' 
ent  to  religion,  a  Qon&nt  regard 
to  which  he  always  preferved  in 
all  his  condad,  whether  in  peace 
or  war.  He  opened  public 
*  fcfaools  for  the  tnftrudtion  of 
yoQth,  not  only  in  arts  and  fci- 
eoces,  but  in  piety  and  virtue, 
and  endowed  them  with  a  royal 
liberality.  He  was  a  great  read- 
er, well  verfed  in  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures,  and  had  acquired  a  great 
deal  of  his  knowiege  by  fre- 
quently converfing  with  priefts, 
to  whom  he  paid  a  deep  atten- 
tion. He  frequently  addrcffcd 
liifflfeif  in  difcourfe  to  the  peo- 
ple, inorder  to  infpure  them  with 


piety  and  religion.  He  was  a 
perfon  of  found  underftanding 
and  retentive  memory.  He  read 
over  five  books  of  the  Portugue/e 
laws,  and  greatly  adn(&ired  their 
conflitution,  but  thought  them  in 
fome  indances  too  minute,  and 
fwoUen  to  too  great  a  multipli- 
city ;  and  would  fometimes  aik« 
in  a  jocular  manner,  what  pu* 
nifhment  they  had  for  throwing 
*a  loufe  on  the  ground.  He  al- 
ways preferVed  the  deepeft  gra- 
titude towards  king  Emanuei^ 
and  wifhed  for  nothing  fo  much 
as  an  opportunity  of  pacing  into 
Portugal^  and  at  his  feet  to  ac- 
knowiege  the  vaft  obligations 
he  had  to  him ;  and  that  it  was^ 
entirely  owing  to  that  excellent 
prince,  that  he  enjoyed  the  light 
of  the  gofpel,  the  knowiege  and 
worftiip  of  the  true  god,  and 
afpired  to  a  blifsful  immor- 
tality (8). 


(8)  Ofm;  Hifi,  Poreug,  vol.  i.  Ik  3. 
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jl  hijhop        It  was  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign  that  the  pope  granted 
font  to       unto  the  bifhop  of  St.  Thomas  the  fpiritual  jurifdidien  of^e 
Kojigo.     whole  kingdom  of  Kongo;,  in  confequence  of  which  he  todc 
tipon  himfclf  the  title  rf  bifhop  of  Kongo  (Z).^    It  is  harj^y 
to  he  exprefTed  what  joy  his  arrival  caufed,  not  only  at  court, 
but  in  the  whole  kingdom,  when  he  came  to  take  pofleifion  of 
his  new  bifbopric.  .  The  king  in  particular  diftinguifiied  him* 
felf  in  the  magnificent  reception  he  gave  him  ;  iie  caufed  the 
Hh  grand  roads  through  which  he  was  to  pais  from  the  rea*>i]de  to-  his 
rtception:  cathedral,  which  is  above  150  miles,  to  be  plained,  and  cover- 
ed with  mats,  the  trees  and  hedges  on  each  fide  to  be  trimmed, 
whilft  the  way  was  crouded  all  along  with  myriad&of  his  fub- 
Joyofthe  jc<as,  who  teftified  their  joy  and  reverence  by  the  humbldft 
ftople.       proftrations  as  he  parted  by,  and  by  joyful  acclamations  when 
he  was  gone,  and  as  they  followed  in  the  rear.   Many  of  thfm 
prefenteu  him  with  fucking  lambs,,  kids,  or  pigs ;  others  wkh 
partridges,  chickens,  and  other  tame  and  wild  fowl,  and  feveral 
forts  of  venifon.  Multitudes  of  both  fexes  and  of  all  ages  came 
Vumheri    ^"^  entreated  him  fo  earjiefHy  to  be  baptized  by  him,  that  he 
hapti%ed    Was  obliged   to  comply.     This  much  retarded  his  arriv^, 
hy  him  in   sind  obliged  him  to  go  furniihed  with  water,  fait,  and  other 
obi  way.    holy  ingredients  ufed  in  baptifm  by  the  church  of  Rome ;  but 

there  was  no  other  way  of  fatisfying  their  importunity*. 
jirri<val        Upon  his  approaching  near  the  city  of  5,  Salvador^  he  wa» 
at  St.  Sal-  met  by  the  king  and  court,  and  the  whole  clergy,  and  con- 
vador.       duSed  to  the  church  of  the  Holy  Orofsy  which  he  appointed 
from  thenceforth  to  be  his  cathedral ;  and  after  having  per- 
formed the  divine  fervice,  was  condu6led  in  the  fame  fplen* 
did  manner  to  a  fumptuous  apartment  prepared  for  him*     In  a 
word,  tile  goqd  king  fpared  neither  pains  nor  coft  to  exprefi 
his  high  regar\l  to  fo  worthy  a  prelate,  and  to  engage  him  to 
make  that  capital  the  place  of  his  chief  refidence.     The  bi- 
fhop, on  the  other  hand,  to  {hew  his  gratitude  to  his  majefy, 
and  how  worthy  he  was,  both  of  the  iingular  honours  done  to  * 

•    *  Pica  PET.  1,  ii.  c.  4. 

(Z)  The  reader  may  remem-  a  commerce,  that  they  bedune 

ber  that  we  elfewhere  mention-  rich  and  populous  enough  10 

ed  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas ^  as  have  a  prelate  fee  over  them^, 

inhabited .  at  firft  only  by  poor  with  the  title  of  bifhop  of  St, 

fiihermen,  but  it  was  afterwards  Thomas ;2indL  this  was  the  prelate 

given  t»  the   Portuguefgy    who  >  whom  the  pope  now  appointed 

quickly  made  a  condderable  fet'  bifhop  over  the  whole    king- 

tlement  in  it,  and  drove  fo  great  dom  (7). 

(9)  See  befurt,  fag.  jt,  (€)•     Pfgafet,  /.  ii.  c.  4.     Bsrrti  Decad  De  Faria, 

Cavaz.  £f  «/, 

him. 
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,  and  of  the  new  dignity  he  was  now  pbilefled  of.  jnirhe-  tt^ia- 
\y  ordered  the  cathedral  to  bb  rhagnificently  adorned,  ap-  *i^ns  And 
pointed  twenty-eight  prebendaries^  fomc  chaplains^  fingcrfc,  i^^'C^'f-' '* 
and  other  inferior  officers  to  ferve  in  it ;  he  prefented  it  with  thi^tbhtth. 
aftately  organ^  akar-piece,  and  other  coftly  ornaments,  and 
with  a  handfome  ring  of  bells^  and  with  every- thing  that  Virat 
requifite  for  the  performance  of  divine  fervice«     His  next  care 
was  to  divide  the  city  into  patifiiesi  and  to  appoint  proper 
paftors  in  each  of  them,  and  to  regulatle  the  feVeral  diftri£(s  of 
the  miffionarieS' through  the  kingdom.     He  had  feveral  other     tc2§4 
defigns  of  the  like  pious  nature  in  view ;  but  whether  the  air 
df  o/.  Salvador  difagreed  with  hliti,  or  the  conduct  of  his  pre-  Illc9»duii 
bends  and  priefts  difpleafed  him,  he  made  fo  many  journies  by  of  tU  ftk*^ 
water  to  and  from  the  ifland  of  &.  Tbomas,  that  death  put  an  if»ds, 
cad  to  all  his  other  religious  profpeSs,  to  the  inexpref&ble  re-  ^"  diasb^ 
gfct  of  the  king  and  court,  who  had  conceived  extraordinary 
hopes  from  his  learning,  piety,'  and  munificence.     Before  his 
death  he  expreflcd  an  earneft  defire  to  be  fucceeded  in  his  di- 
ocefc  by  a  hopeful  prince  of  the  royal  blood  j  who  had  been  Jprinceof 
educated  in  Portugal^  and  whom  he  had  admitted  into  the  /^<  ^^»od 
prieftly  order,  before  his  departure  thence.     His  choice  wzsMcee^ 
highly  approved  both  by  the  king  of  Kongo  and  that  of  Portu-  ^''«  * 
gal^  who  font  him  immediately  to  Rome^  where  the  pope,  after 
due  examination^  having  found  him  fuificiemly  qualified  for 
that  dignity^  readily  confirmed  him  in  their  choice,  and  fent 
him  home  with  his  new  title  of  bifhop  oi  Kongo ^  laden  with 
confiderable  prefents,  bleiTings,  and  indulgences.     But  he  was 
unfortunately  fcized  with  a  violent  diftempet  in  his  paffage  to     *S*9»  ^   ^ 
his  dioccfe,  which  carried  him  ofFfuddenly;  by  which  accident  Jie$  in 
that  diocefe  continued  vacant  feveral  years^  as  we  ihall  (hew  the  vof» 
in  the  fequel.  ttgt. 

His  death  was  followed  not  long  after  by  that  bf  the  piou^     1530. 
king  Don  Podroy  who  dying  without  children,  left  the  crown  ^^^  ^i^g 
to  his  brother  Don  Francijco^  a  prince  no  lefs  Worthy  of  fuc-  ^^"  5 
ceedinghim,  as  inheriting  all  his  excellent  qualities,  and  x^M^^fdtd 
particular  his  finccre  and  exemplary  Ecal  for  the  chriftian  rc-  ^  ^^!J. 
ligion,  and  for  the  alMlifliing  of  idolatry  throughout  his  do-  ^^^"^"* 
mifiions  ;  a  zeal  the  more  commendable  and  reiquifite  at  this  ^^ 
critical  junfltire,  as  the  church  was  now  dcflitute  of  a  prelate, 
and  the  clergy  were  more  foUicitous  about  their  own^  than  fot 
theintereft  of  chriftianity.     But  he  likewifc  enjoyed  but  a     1531. 
fhoit  reign  of  two  years,  before  he  left  the  crown  to  a  firft  coU-  'wboJia^ 
filly  named  DirgOy  or  james^  and  died  highly  lijgrettcd  by  all  and  isfuC'^ 
bt&  good  fubje^tsi  tttdtd  by 

Don  Diego  failed  not  to  notify  his  acceffion  to  the  ^rown  to  ^^^  ^f^* 
Don  John  III.  now  on  the  throne  of  Portugal^  by  a  particular  ^^  J^*' 
embaffy,  which  was  at  the  faihe  time  to  inform  him  of  the  '^'^J/y  f 

Mod.  Hi  st.  Vol.  X VL  L  •  ftae  ^^""^*^- 
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ftate  of  chriftianity,  and  to  beg  of  him  a  fre(h  fupply  of  miffio- 
naries,  to  fupply  the  place  of  thofe  whom  the  heat  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  fatigues  of  travelling  through  fuch  barren  defarts, 
and  variety  of  feafons,  from  province  to  pcovince^  had  deprived 
>  his  fubje£b  of.     King  Johtiy  who  inherited  all  the  zeal  of  hk 
Recitwf    predecefTorsy  readily  complied  with  his  requeft ;  and,  with  the 
newmi^-  congratulatory  embafly  which  he  fent  him  fome  time  after, 
onaHej      made  choice  of  a  pretty  large  number  of  jefuits,  whofe  order 
/r'om  had  been  inftituted,  about  forty  years  before,  by  Ignatius  Loyo- 

thence.       j^^  chiefly  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  in  foreign  partSj 
and  who  voluntarily  oflFered  themfelves  for  that  purpofe,  to  go 
upon  that  miflion,  infiead  oi  iht  Dominicans^  capuchins,  and 
other  friers,  who  had  been  fent  thither  by  his  predeccflbrs* 
Thefe  did  not  however  arrive  at  Kpngo^  till  a  little  before  Don 
1540.     Diego's  death,  though  he  had  been  fome  years  expedingthem 
Hiscourte-  with  no  fmall  impatience.  All  this  while  he  was  ftudyingeve* 
fy  to  the     ry  method  he  could  think  of  to  oblige  the  Portuguefe  nation ; 
Porta-       he  conformed  to  their  ways,  and  imitated  them  even  in  their 
{uefe;       luxury,  afFeSing  to  have  his  palace  adorned  with  all  thefump- 
tuous  furniture  he  could  procure  from  them,  and  togodrefled 
(umptuous  like  them  in  the  richeft  apparel,  which,  after  having  worn 
drejs^  &:c.  once  or  twice,  he  liberally  beftowed  on  fome  favourite  cour- 
tier, and  appeared  in  a  new  one  &•   During  his  reign,  a  new 
J  new  hi-  bifliop,  a  Portuguefe  by  nation,  was  fent  to  &.  Salvador^  who 
/^op/entto  yg^^  received  with  no  lefs  magnificence  than  his  predecefibr 
*'*»•  both  by  the  king  and  people.     The  prebends  and  priefts  were 

the  only  ones  who  took  a  diflike  to  him,  on  account  of  his  too 
ftria  morals,  which  were  fuch  a  reproach  on  their  loofe  lives, 
that  they  made  no  difficulty  to  difown  his  authority*  The 
good  king  thought  fit  to  interpofe  his  own  in  behalf  of  the 
bifhop,  and  fent  fome  of  the  moft  unruly  and  debauched  pri* , 
foners  into  Portugal^  and  others  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas  *, 
whilft  others  privately  conveyed  themfelves  away  with  all 
their  wealth  K  Don  Diego  did  not  long  furvive  this  difaftcrj 
but,  after  a  ihort  reign  of  eight  years,  during  which  cbrifii* 
anity  had  made  a  more  than  ordinary  progrefs  through  his  do* 
The  kinz  "^'"^^"^s,  died  without  children ;  which  proved  the  fource  of  t^ 
£tf^  long  feries  of  evils  to  the  Kongoefe  nation,  but  more  efpedallf 

to  the  Portuguefe  that  were  fettled  amongft  them,  in  fome  0^ 
the  beft  provinces  of  that  kingdom. 

These  were  indeed  no  more  than  they  juftly  deferved,  ai 

.  they  were  the  prime  caufe  and  firft  promoters  of  all  the  trou 

*  bles  that  enfued.     They  were  by  this  time  become  fo  nume* 

rous  and  opulent,  through  the  great  privileges  and  immunities 

which  had  been  gcanted  under  the  three  former  reigns,  thai 

*  PiGAFET.  1  ii.  c.  4.&  al.  obi  fop.  ^  lid.  ibid. 
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tbc^  took  it  into  their  heads  to  fill  up  the  thronie  with  a  p^fon  Tbi  Per- 
of  their  own  chufing,  and  to  think  themfelves  powerful  enough  tuguefc 
to  maintain  htnuin  it,  as  they  knew  him  to  be  well  zSt&zi  pre/ume  i$ 
to  their  nation,  though  he  was  not  of  the  royal  blood.     Such  ^^*A  bit 
a  bold  enterprife  did  not  fail  of  alarming  the  whole  court,  %xAM^^JP^  I 
to  ftir  up,  in  a  little  time,  the  whole  kingdom  againft  them. 
The  princes  of  the  blood ,  the  governors  of  the  principal  pro-  • 
vinces,  and  the  reft  of  the  Kongoije  nobility,  juftly  looked  up* 
on  it  as  an  open  and  avowed  attempt  to  fubvert  their  confti* 
tution  and  government,  and  to  reduce  the  whole  nation  into 
a  downright  flavcry.  They  foon  rofe  up  in  arms  againft  them> 
wherein  their  party  were  not  flack  in  ftandingup  in  their  own 
defence  ;   but  proving  too  weak  to  withftand  the  fury  with 
which  the  Kongoefe  it^  u^n  them,  they  were  all  maflacred  to«^'«//^^ 
one  man  without  mercy  or  diftin^tion  (A).     Only  the  clergy  infieas 
aad  oiiffionaries  were  fpared,  out  of  regard  to  .religion,  and  4?'^'"^* 
were  allowed  to  enjoy  all  their  revenues  and  privileges,  and  to  ^J^"\ 
piufue  the  concerns  of  their  vocation  with  as  much  quiet  and       JT*^ 
freedom  as  if  no  fuch  difafter  had  happened  c.     They  ufed  the  ^^^Jh^^^ 
fiune  moderation  towards  the  Portuguefe  that  lived  in  other 

i      •  lid.  ibid.  Vid.  &  Barros,  Faria,  Labat,  &al.  fdp.citat« 

(A)  Wemuft  inform  our  read-  the  people,  but  utterly  againft 
crt,  that  Figaftth  account  of  the  minds  of  the  Ptfr/K^v^^,  and 
this  tranfadlion  differs  in  fome  fome  few  lords  who  were  on  the 
pardculaf  s  from  that  which  we  oppoftte fide,  and  therefore  deter- 
have  given  from  the  authors  mined  to  go  into  the  church,  and 
above  quoted  j  and  our  readers  flay  the  new  chofen  king,  not 
will  not  wonder  to  find  it  more  .  doubting  but  if  he  was  once  ta- 
favourable  to  the  Portugue/e,  fee-  ken  off,  the  other  would  fucceed 
,iiig  he  had  it  from  Odoardo  Lo»  '  of  courfe.  But  whilft  they  were 
fex^  who  was  of  that  nation,  taken  up  with  this  bloody  enter-' 
and  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  prize,  the  oppofite  fadion  refol- 
to  have  written  more  partially  ved  to  do  the  (ame  on  that  which 
than  the  reft  in  favour  of  it.  the  Portuguefe  had  defied,  had 
According  to  him,  Don  Die-  abready  dOpatched  him  j  fo  that 
.  g9  left  a  fon,  who  was  one  of  the  both  kings  were  murdered  at  one 
three  competitors  to  the  crown ;  and  at  the  fame  hour .  Upon  which 
but,  for  want  of  friends  to  fup-  the  people,  feeing  themfelves  de- 
port his  claim,  was  quickly  prived  of  a  legal  fucceffor,  and 
made  away  by  the  two  op-  laying  the  whole  blame  on  the 
pofite  parties.  The  other  two  Portuguefe^  fell  upon,  and  maf« 
candidates  were  princes  of  the  facred  them  all,  but  fpared  the 
blood  royal,  one  of  whom  was  churchmen,  in  the  heat  of  their 
eleded  by  his  partifans,  with  the  refentment.  Thus  fiir  our  P«r- 
good  liking  of  the  majority  of  tuguefe{i). 

(X)  Figajkfta  tx  odoardo  L$pm,  lih»  2i.  ^.4. 
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parts  of  the  kingdom;  for  it  doth^not  appear  that  this  flaughter 
extended  farther  than  to  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  this' 
confpiracy,  and  had  taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  it,  the  vc£t 
being  permitted  to  live  as  unmolefied  as  formerlyi;*  thought 
this  bold  attempt  could  not  but  render  them  fufpedcd  to  the 
Kongoefs^zsA  oblige  thorn  to  keep  a  more  watchful  eye  over 
•them. 
t)on  Hen-  •  As  foon  as  1^  bloody  execution  was  ended,  which  rdlored' 
riquez      to  the  natives  their  freedom  of  ele£ling  their  monarchs,  the 
rmi/id  to    ftates  aflembled  again,  and  raifed  Don  Henriquis  to  the  throne^ 
the  throne ;  virhbout  any.oppoution.     Some  authors  tell  us,  that  he  was  the 
real  brother  of  the  late  king  Dieg^,  bat  had,  for  fome  fecrct 
reafonS)  been  privately  detained  by  him  at  a  great  diftance 
V.    '        from  the  court,  and  fequeftred  from  public  aiFair»,  though  a 
.    prince  of  great  valour  and  excellent  qualities  *•     Hofwever 
that  bej  his  reign  proved  but  fhort  and  troublefome,  and  hb 
J,    .     r    fuccefs  vaftly  (hort  of  hi»  merits.    He  was,  foon  after  his  elec- 
^^"a-  '  ^^^"»  obliged  to  engage  in  a  dangerous  war  againft  the  Armcbi^ 
^ainfi  the  ^^^  ^  Others  call  them,  Jnzican^f  a  barbarous  nation  of.  cani-^ 
Anzichi.   ^*'®>  mentioned  in  a  former  fcftion  *",  in  which  he  was  defeat* 
ed,  and  died  of  grief,  after  a  fhort  reign  of  two  years  K 
*  542.        He  was  fuccecdcd  by  hi^  fon  Alvanz^  whom  he  had  left  rc- 
5»f(ffeif^  gg,^^  during  his  abfence,  a  wife  and  brave  prince^  a  zealous 
kyDott  ^^'  Q\xxi(ii^vij  and  every  way  worthy  of  a  happier  reign  than  fell  to 
^f^^'       bis  lot.     His  firft  care,  after  his  eledion,  was  to  fend  a  folemn 
ha/r7o      ^^^^%  ^^  Don  Sehajiiarty  at  that  time  king  of  Portugal^  to 
Ponueal   ^^^^^^  ^^®  ^^^^  maflacre  of  the  Portuguefey  before  bis^^thef^s 
^   *  eleftion  ;  and,  in  order  to  render  it  more  acceptable  to  that 
P         ,    prince,  he  recalled  all  the  Portuguefe  whom  the  War  above* 
Porta-       mentioned  had   difperfed  into  feveral  parts  of  his  kingdooiy 
Euefe'       I'eceived  then^  ,with  the  utmoft  kindnefs,  and  acknowledged 
them  innocent  of  all  that  had  been  laid  to  their  charge,  with 
relation  to  the  late  difafiers,  afTuring  them  that  he  would  quick^ 
ly  inform  the  king  their /nafter,  and  the  bilhbp  of  St,  Thomas^  4 
of  it,  by  letters  under  his  own  hand.    He  concluded  with  • 
giving  them  frefh  ^iTurances  of  his  prote£Uon  and  favour,  and 
of  his  taking  the  moft  efFedual  means  to  diffipate  all  former 
animofities  between  his  fubje£ls  and  them,  and  earnefUy  re* 
commended  it  to .  the  priefls  and  miffionaries  to  ufe  their  ut- 
moft eiibrts  to  reftore  peace  and  a  good  anderftanding  betweeii 
them.     He  was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  difpatched  his  am- 
bafiadot  with  all  fpeed,  but  gave  him  exprefs  chaise  to  take 
the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas  in  his  way,  and  deliver  his  letter  to 

^  PiGAFET.  abi  fap.  «  lid.  ibid.  Vid.  Lab  at  ex  Cavaa, 

h  al.  f  See  before,  p.  88.  (F)\  «  PicAPit.  &  al.  ubf 
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the  bifhop,   which  he  accordingly  did,  and  withal  ititctzttASendi /w^ 
him  in  the  moft  preffing  terms,  as  the  king  did  by  his  letter,  thebl/h^'^ 
to  haften  over  to  Kongo^  where  nothing  but  his  prcfence  could  tocoufi%- 
put  a  flop  to  fundry  crying  abufes,  which  had  crept  in  among 
the  clergy.    This  meilage  made  ib  deep  an  impreffion  upon 
tbe  good  prelate,  that  he   prefently  fet  fail  for  St,  Salvador^ 
which  he  had  not  dared  to  ^tempt  during  all  the  time  of  the  ^^ho  com- 
late  troubles;  but  he  was  obliged  ibon  after  to  return  to  that  pUes^  but 
ifland,  where  a  fit  of  ficknefs  quickly  ended  hk  days,  and  left  diesfoon 
the  kingdom  of  Kongo  a  third  time  deftitute  of  a  prelate  h.        after. 

To  return  to  the  Portuguefe  embaiiy.  The  perfon  who  was  fy^  ^^, 
at  the  head  of  it,  being  a  qian  of  great  penetration  as  well  as  haffador 
intrepidity,  inftead  of  palliating  the  late  condud  of  the  Pot-  accufes 
fuguefe  in  Kongo^  made  -no  fcrupie  to  «2pofe  it  in  its  true  co-  the  Porta- 
lours,  as  an  attempt  to  overturn-their  conftitution  and  govern-  guefe/9 
ment,  feeing  they  could  not  pretend  to  raife  a  ftranger  to  the  Sebaftiaa, 
crown,  without  the  moft  manifeft  violation  of  their  laws,  and 
crying  injuftice  to  the  princes  of  the  blood,  who  laid  claim  to, 
and  were  then  contending  for  it.    He  ftqpped  not  thero,  but 
reprefented  to  his  majefty  hpw  odious  his  ffubjeds  there  had 
made  themlelves  to  the  natives,  by  their  intolerable  pride  and 
avarice,  and  the  tyranny  they  treated  them  with  in  all  the  parts 
of  the  kingdom  where  they  weje  fettled.     In  a  word  he  gave 
fo  many  inftances  of  their  mift>ehaviour,  and  backed  them 
with  fuch  irrefragable  evidence,  that  Don  Sebaftwn^  who  was 
■then  on  the  eve  of  fendmg  a  powerful  army  thither,  to  revenge 
the  flaughter  of  his  fubjefts,  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  liften  to  andtmoi^ 
more  amicable  terms,  and  to  live  in  peace  and  friendfliip  with^^,  ^/^^ 
the  new  king  and  his  fubjefls  fe.     This  happy  reconciliation y^r/^*Ai|# 
proved  of  Angular  benefit  to  the  kingdom  of  KoTigo^  the  gresLt- majaeru 
«ft  part  of  whofc  inhabitants  mufl;,  foine  time  after,  have  pe- 
lifhed  with  the  extremeft  mifery,  had  not  king  Sebaftian  fent 
orders  to  his  fubjcifts  in  thofe  parts  to  behave  with  lefs  pride 
and  arrogance  towards  the  natives,  and  to  Uve  in  peace  and 
friendihip  with  them.  k 

This  ftprm  was  no  fooner  thus  happily  blown  ov«r,  but 
king  Aharex  faw  himfelf  and  realm  furrounded  with  ^  frefli 
one,  but  more  dreadful  and  deftruftivd'  than  the  former  could 
have  been.     Jt  was  no  lefs  than  an  irruptionof  the  C'wgaSy  ^  dread* 
.or  Giachas^  a  fierce  and  barbarous  nation  ofcanibals  */  v^^o/ul im^^ 
invaded  his  dominions  on  all  fides  at  once,  before  he  had  time  tion  of  tbe 
to  raife  an  army  fufficient  to  put  a  flop  to  the  horrid  devafta-  Giagas. 
tions  they  every- where  committed,  putting  all  to  fire  and 
ifword,  without  diftindion  or  remorfe.     So  that  feeing  hinvfelf 

K  PiGAF^T.  &  al.  ubi  fup.  *»  Pica  fst..  Lab  at,  Cavaz» 

&,al.  *  Dehis,  vid.  fup.  p- io,&feq. 
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fhi  king  sjtogether  Urrable  to  ftand  againft  fuch  numerous  forces,  he 
nfins  to  ^as  obliged  to  retire,  with  his  court,  to  one  of  the  iflands  in 
*|r  ^W ;  the  Zair,  where  a  grievous  famine  and  peftilence,  which  clofe- 

ly  followed  them,  deftroyed   a  vaft  number  of  his  men,  and 

feme  of  the  chief  officers  of  his  court  (B). 


(B)  Thcfe  complicated  judg- 
ments are  afcribed  by  feme  hif- 
torians  to  the  great  degeneracy, 
liceotioufDefs,,  and  vile  apoilafy, 
which  reigned  under  his  mild 

fovernment,  to  the  great  dif- 
onour  and  decay  of  chrilliani- 
ty.  A  great  part  of  the  miffio- 
naries  were  dead  by  this  time  | 
jind  thofe  whom  the  king  recal- 
led were  too  mtich  intimidated 
to  endeavour  to  flop  the  torrent 
of  vice  and  impiety,  which  raged 
every-where,  without  check  or 
oppofition  i  and  the  new  ones, 
who  were  expelled  from  Por/tt- 
gal,  with  the  Kongoefe  ambaffa- 
dor,  were  hardly  embarked 
there.  So  that,  according  to 
thofe  authors,  it  was  that  inun- 
dation of  immorality,  ir  religion, 
and  apoftafy,  that  drew  down 
thofe  dreadful  judgnfients  from 
leaven  upon  the  nation,  not 
without  fome  viiible  difplays  of 
the  divine  ipterpofition  ;  one  re- 
markable inflance  of  which  we 
ihall  here  fubjpin,  which  is  faid 
to  have  happened  about  the  ver 
ly  time  we  are  fpcaking  of. 

One  Don  Francc/ca  Bulla 
Idataro^  or,  as  others  write  it. 
Bulla  Mantaniy  a  perfon  of  high 
Tl^k,  whp  had  apoftaiized  from 
cbriftianity,  that  he  might  give 
a  greater  fcope  to  his  licentiouf- 
nefs,  died  about  this  time  in  his 
infidelity,  and  without  the  lead 
|hew  of  remorfe  for  having  fo 
^Irenuoufly  oppofcd  the  progrefs 
of  chriftianity.  Yet,  out  of  re- 
gard (Q  his  ^u^ty,  being  a  privy 


counfellor,  (bme  fay  a  relation 
to  the  king,  he  was  permitted  to 
be  buried  with  the  ufual  folem- 
nities  in  the  church  of  the  Ihh^ 
Crofsf  by  the  degenerate  pre- 
bends ;  and,  in  fpite  of  the  op- 
poiition  which  fome  zealous 
miflionaries  made  againft  it } 
there  being  then  no  bifliop  to 
interpofe  his  authority  :  fo  that 
the  facred  edifice  mull  have  con- 
tinued  in  its  polluted  Hate,  had 
not  Providence  fpeedily  inter* 
pofed  in  a  miraculous  nianner, 
to  cleanfeitfrom  it. 

For  (believe  it  who  can)  on 
that  very  night,  part  of  the  roof 
of  the  church  was  taken  ofF  by 
fome  evil  fpirits,  and  with  fuch 
horrible  noife,  as  alarmed  and 
was  heard  over,  the  whole  city  ; 
and  the  apollate's  carcafe  was 
conveyed  away,  the  churck- 
doors  flill  continuing  clofe  (hut 
all  the  time,  till,  on  their  being 
opened,  as  ufual,  on  the  next 
morning,  the  tomb  was  found 
without  the  dead  body.  Thus 
far  Lopex  (2).  Ke  adds  like  wife, 
that  the  king,  who,  tho'  a  chrif- 
tian,  preferred  a  licentious  life 
to  the  married  (late,  was,  by  this 
wonderful  accident,  made  truly 
feniible  of  his  error  and  reiniis<* 
nefs;  though  not  thoroughly  cu- 
red of  it  till  he  was  chailifed  in* 
to  it  by  fome  heavier  ilrokes  of 
the  divine  difcipline. 

Father  Cavaxzi^  or  his  tranf- 

l^tor  for  him,  for  we  have  not 

been  able  to  procure  the  origi* 

nal,  differs  in  fome  particulars 

from 
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As  foot!  as  the  Giagas  were  retired,  with  all  the  plunder 
they  could  carry  with  them,  the  king  returned  to  his  capital,  ntums  to 
and  caufed  all  the  houfes,  which  thofe  barbarians  had  burned,  his  capi- 
to  be  rebuilt.  The  natives,  who  had  retired  into  the  woods  *^^* 
and  inaccei&ble  mountains,  to  avoid  their  fury,  likewife  re- 
tamed  to  their  habitations,  with  the  few  goods  they  had  faved, 
and  beg^n  to  till  and  fow  their  lands  as  ufual  j  but,  for  want  "t 

of  a  ready  crop,  to  fupply  their  prefent  wants,  a  grievous  fa-  Agrie*o9ih 
mine  foon  enfued,  which  carried  ofF  vaft  numbers  of  ikitm.  famine  ttt* 
The  next  year. proved  ftill  more  terrible  and  affli<3ing,  their>^ij 
hoped-for  harveft  being  wholly  devoured  by  the  locufts,  which 
covered  the  earth  in  fuch  fwarms,  that  they  left  not  one  blade 
of  grafs,  nor  grain  of  corn,  upon  it  after  them.     The  very 
leaves  and  barks  of  their  palm  and  other  trees,  were  eaten 
up ;  which  reduced  them  to  fuch  extremity,  that  the  parents 
were  forced  to  decimate  their  children,  and  to  fell  one  of 
them  to  help  to  fupport  the  reft  ;  infomuch  that  the  markets 
for  flavcs  were  fo  over-ftocked,  that  the  Portuguefe  merchants 
had  not  (hips  enough  to  tranfport  them  into  the  Brafd  colo- 
nies. 

What  wa^  ftill  more  {hocking  and  deplorable  was  that**^"^^'- 
thofe  famiftsed  wretches  fell  greedily  upon  any  carcafles  they  ^o^^^  h 
found  rotting  upon  the  ground,  whether  of  man  or  beaft,  whe-  ^ ^^^^4f^^ 
ther  lately  dead,   or  half  corrupted,  to  fatisfy  their  exceiSve^  '^*^' 
hunger  5  which  quickly  occafioned  a  more  grievous  peftilencc 

from  lapa€^  account;    ift^  in  fiill  continued,  and  none  of  them 

the  chara6ier  which  he  gives  us  dared  to  venture  in,  (hey  agreed 

of  the  king  Ai^varez^  which  is  to  liay  till  the  next  morning,     . 

that  of  a  piouSy  mild,  and  peace-  when  they  went  ail  in  a  body  ; 

able  prince,  without  giving  the  and,  afcer  due  fearch,  finding 

leaft  hint  of  his  licentioufnefs ;  that  the  corpfe  had  been  really. 

2dly,  He  takes  no  notice  of  the  conveyed  away,  they  concluded 

uncovering  of  the  roof  of  the  it  was  gone  after  the  foul  into 

church,  but  fays  that  the  hide-  hell,  without  waiting  for  the  re- 

ous  noife  that  was  heard  in  the  furre£tion  (3). 
body  of  it  having  affrighted  the        This  laft  account  is  indeed,  by 

whole  city,  they  flocked  thither  far  more  probable. of  the  two  ; 

from  all  parts  ;  and  that,  taking  inafmuch  as  the  whole  contriv- 

it  for  granted  that  the  terrible  an ce  may  have  been  carried  on 

hariy-burly  they  heard   within  without  the  help  of  a  miracle  1 

was  owing  to  the  apoflate^s  bo-  and  what  is  farther  mentioned 

dy  being  interred  in  that  holy  by  Pigafata  may  be  no  more 

place,  they  burfl  open  the  doors  than  a  pious  addition  to  give  it 

with  a  refolntion  to  convey  it  the  appearance  of  one. 

away.  But  as  the  frightful  noife 

(3]  Labta  ex  Cavaz,  lib»  ii.  c,  13.  p,  397^  ^  feq^ 
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than  Siny  they  had  ever  felt  before,  and  which  broke  out  in 
loathfome  blotches  all  over  their  bodies,  and  were  more  virur 
lent  and  infediious  than  the  worft  fmall-pox  ;  all  which  was 
occafioped  by.  the  ftinking  apd.cqrrupt  aliments  ahove-men'' 
tioned  ;  infomuch  that  the  whole  Icingdom  muft  have  been 
depopulated  by  it  in  a  fliort  time»  if  the  Portuguefe  had  not 
fhi  piopk  i:oa\e  to  their  s^ffiftance,  gnd  furniij^ed  them  with  proper  phjTf 
^fifd  hy  {(c  and  more  wholefome  food.     But  here  it  was  that  king 
f^e  Porta-  Sebajiian  fhcwed  him fclf  truly  generous,  not  only  in  the  time-, 
guefe.       ly  fupplies  qf  both,  which  he  ordered  to  be  conveyed  to  them, 
p     q       but  in  the  orders  he  fent  to  his  fubjetSls  there  to  cultivate  a 
baftianV    greater  extent  of  ground,  in  order  to  affift  them  with  corn, 
kindnefito  5*^^  ^"^^  Other  proyifions  as  they  flood  in  need  of  ^. 
thim.  This,  reader  may  beft  guefs  at  the  dreadful  condition  this 

miferable  country  was  in,  before  the  Fortu^ueje  came  to  their 
Jhe dread'  fuccour,  when  he  is  told  by  ajn  eye-witnefs  ,  that  many  per* 
fulftate  of  \om  of  quality,  and  even  princes  of  the  blood,  voluntarily  fold 
the  king"  themfclves  for  flaves  to  them,  and  readily  fubmitted  to  be  fent 
^^*  chained  2|n:>ong  the  common  herd,  into  their  plantations,  in 

hopes  to  meet  with  fome  relief,  even  in  this  fad  exchange  of 
mifery.     How  long  thefe  calamities  continiied  before  the  di- 
vine providence  faw  fit  to  rcnjove  them,  whether  any  of  thefs 
unhappy  princes  and  nobles  ever  returned  from,  flavery,  and 
how  many  years  it  took  up  to  reftore  the  country  to  its  pri- 
fiine  flate,  we  cannot  be  fure.  As  for  the  ftill  unfortunate  lung 
Mvarez^  he  had  fcarcely  begun  to  enjoy  the  fatisfaciion  of  fec- 
fhfihg    ing  it  on  the  mending  hand,  before  hev^a^feized  withavio- 
faixed       lent  dfopfy,  occafioned  by  the  badnefs  of  the  aliments,  and  un* 
'%Mtb^      wholefome  air  of  the  ifland,  to  which  he  was  retired  during 
4^^fy\      ^^  1^^^  famine  and  peflilence,  of  which    he  languiihed  to 
:  the  time  pf  his  death.     Ke  was  likewife  engaged    in  fomc 

other  oBvars,  both  againft  the  Giagas^  and  fome  of  his  rebel- 
lious fubjefb,  in  which  he  was  greatly  affifted  by  the  Portu^ 
'  irn  ih  ©"^>  under  the  command  of  Don  Francefco  de  Govea^  and  ^s 
#1  Porta- ^^^"^  ^^  peace  was  reftored  in  his  doihinions,  he  married  the 
ffuefe  •  ^?^y  Catharina^  by  whom  he  had  four  daughters,  befides  two, 
marrus^  fons  and  4  daughter,  whom  he  had  by  a  concubine  " ;  the 
and  has  eldeft  of  which  iqns  fgcceeded  him,  according  to  the  cufton\ 
four  of  the  country,  which  makes  no  difference  between  baftard^' 

'dan^hters.  and  legitimate  <:l^ildren  "• 

^  PipA^^T.l.  ii.  C.  5.    Oavazzi  ap.  Labat,  1  ii.  c.  13.   Bav 
ijbs,  &  al.   ubi  fup.  *  OnoARD  Lopuz,  ap.  Pigafet.  ubi 

fup.     '       "  Dc  his,  vid,  fup.  p,  122.  ^  Ibid,  pag!  8a.  Yid. 
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During  captain  Govea*s  ftay  in  Kcngoj  king  Selafltan^ 
having  been  informed  that  there  were  feveral  rich  mines  of 
gold,  filver,  and  other  metals  in  that  kingdom,  had  fent  fome 
expert  men  thither,  who  had  been  formerly  employed  in  thofe 
(XCaftiUe^  to  fearch  for  them,  and  fend  him  a  true  account 
of  them.    But,  as  we  have  already  fhewn,  king  /tfvar^z  had  rifufitH 
been  diflliaded  before,  by  his  father  confeffor,  Francefco  Bar-  ^^f^ovtr 
htOy  zPortuguifey  from  I'ufFering  thofe  mines  to  be  difcovered,  ^^J!  J'"^ 
Icftitlhould  tempt  that  monarch  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  ^^^''**^' 
them,  and  by  degrees  of  his  whole  realm  o  $  fo  that,  inilead 
of  telling  thofe  artifts  where  they  lay,  he  fent  them  into  fome 
other  provinces,  where  there  were  none  to  be  found.     This 
ill-timed  policy,  as  Lopez  ftyles  it,  coft  him  dear ;  king  S^haf- 
iutn  and  his  Portuguefe  fubje£b,  being  difappointed  of  their 
high  expectation,  quickly  altered  their  behaviour  towards  him 
in  fuch  manner  as  left  him  no  room  to  doubt  what  was  the 
principal  object  of  all  their  zeal :  it  was  not  long  before  he 
had  the  mortification  to  fee  the  wealthy  Portuguefe  merchants  R^lipem   ^ 
abandon  his  dominions,  and  the  public  commerce  daily  run  anJeom^ 
into  decay.     On  the  other  band,  his  fplendid  embaffies  to  the  ^f^cefaU 
court  of  jLiJbon  were  received  with  a  formal  coldnefs,  and  his  ^^^^^^^^ 
moft  earneft  and  unwearied  entreaties  for  a  frefli  fupply  of  mif- 
fionaries,  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  religion,  which  was,  in  a  great 
meafure  extinct,  were  anfwered  by  affected  promifes  and  de- 
lays, without  perceiving  that  one  fingle  ftep  was  taken  to- 
wards a  performance,     Chriftianity  loft  ground  every  day^ 
whilft  licentioufnefs  and  apoftafy  gained  new  profelytes  and 
promoters ;  king  Sebajiian  and  his  court  were  apprized  qf  it, 
and  of  the  noble  efforts  which  Aharez  made  to  fupprefs  the 
one,  and  fupport  the  other,  not  only  by  a  frefh  embafly,  of 
which  Don  Alvarez^  his  ownkinfman,  was  the  chief,  but  like- 
wife  by  the  frequent  accounts  which  the  refidue  of  the  miffi- 
onaries  fent  thither  gave  of  the  melancholy  ftate  of  religion ; 
yet  was  that  ambaflador  obliged  to  return  to  Kongo^  wfhout 
one  fingle  miffionary,  or  religious  perfon  P. 

About  three  years  after,  Don  Antonio  de  git  Ova  arrived  Ahifiop 
from  Li/bony  at  St.ThomaSj  with  the  title  of  bifhop  of  thzt /entito 
ifland,  and  a  commifjion  to  vifit  the  kingdom  of  Kongo.  Some  Kongo;- 
quarrel  which  he  had  foon  after  with  the  goverhor,  obliged 
him  to  crofs  over  to  the  continent,  where  he  met  with  a  ve- 
17  rude  repulfe  5   the  governor  having  reprefented  him  as  a 
haughty  turbulent  perion,  an  exprefs  had  been  difpatched  to 
him  from  court,  to  forbid  him  to  fet  his  foot  in  the  king- 
dom.   But,  upon  better  information,  the  king  not  only  in- 

•  Before,  p.  93.  (H}.  f  Odoakd  L0PB',iibi fop.  Jail# 
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vited  blixi  thither,  but  fent  his  fon  to  conduil  him  to  his  ca- 
pital, where  he  flayed  abput  eight  months,  and  left  two 
monks  behind  him,  and  departed  a  little  before  king  Sebaftian 
felled  for  Africa^  where  he  was  afterwards  overthrown,  as  we 
ihail  fee  in  a  fubfequent  volume. 

Bv  this  time  king  Alvarez  was  become  fo  fcnfibleof  the 
ill  ftep  he  had  taken  in  concealing  the  gold  and  filverniines 
from  the  Portuguese ^  that,  upon  the  acceffion  oi Philip  of  Spain 
to  the  crown  of  Portugal^  he  fent  him  a  letter  by  the  fame 
mcflcnger  who  came  to  notify  it  to  him,  named  Sebajiian  4$ 
Cofia^  and  who.  was  then  returning  to  Madrid ;  wherein  be 
ofteued  that  monarch  to  difcovcr  them  to  him,  and  fent  him> 
at  the  fame  tinve,  an  account  of  feveral  trials  he  had  made  of 
them.  This  offer,  however,  was  on  condition  that  that  mo- 
narch fhould  fend  him  a  new  recruit  of^  miffionaries,  for  which 
he  had  fo  ea/ncftly  follicited  king  Sebajiian  to  no  purpofe. 
De  Cofta  did  not  live  to  deliver  this  letter  to  king  Philips  the 
fliip  which  carried  him  over  being  caft.away  on  the  coafts  pf 
Porjugaly  and  every  perfon  in  it  drowned.  It  was,  however, 
found  in  a  little  cafket  which  was  thrown  on  fhore  by  the 
waves,  together  with  fome  other  memorandums  and  diredions 
with  which  the  king  of  Kongo  had  charged  De  Cojia^  whicK 
"Vvere  all  carefully  conveyed  away  to  the  court  of  Madrid  9. 

In  the  mean  time  king  Alvarez^  finding  his  diftemper  gain- 
ing daily  upon  him,  and  impatient  to  have  his  requcft  granted 
.by  Philips  that  he  might  have  the  fatisfa£lion  to  fee  chriftia- 
nity  reftored  in  his  dominions  before  he  died,  difpatched  Oda- 
ard  LopeZy  often  quoted  in  this  chapter,  as  the  chief  perfon 
from  vvhofe  memoirs  Pigafetta  compiled  his  hiflory  of  this 
kingdom,  with  frefh  letters  both  to  king  Philips  and  to  the 
court  of  Ronuy  with  proper  credentials,  paiTports,  and  other 
recommendations,  to  treat  with  both  courts,  about  the  difco- 
very  of  the  faid  mines,  and  a  frefh  fupply  of  miflionaries,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  give  them  a  full  account  of  the  great  de- 
cay and  deplorable  ftate  of  chriflianity  throughout  his  king- 
dom, as  he  was  a  perfon  of  age  and  experience,  and  had 
made  fo  confiderable  an  abode  in  it,  that  he  was  periedily 
well  acquainted « with  every  matter  he  was  to  lay  before 
tJiem(C}.     Lopezy  notwithftanding  the  king's  eager nef*  for 

his 
^  LopBz  ap.PiGAFET.  ubi  fup. 


<C)  The  fubfiance  of  Don 
LopefCt  commiflion  from  the 
king  of  Kongoy  was,  "  That  he 
''  ^Quld  firft  go  to  the  court  of 
f  *  Madrid^  and  prefent  his  let- 


ters tp  king  PbiUf^  and  tho* 
roughly  inform  him  of  the 
miferable  condition  his  realm 
was  reduced  to.  with  regard 
to  religion,  by  the  late  wars» 
«  and 
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his  departure,  was  eight  whole  months  before  he  fct  fail,  and 

was  forced  to  do  it  in  an  old  crazy  (hip,  which  fucked  in  fo 

much  water,  that  they  were  in  continual  danger  of  finking.  Hit  bad' 

and  were  at  length  obliged  to  take  the  wjnd  in  their  poop,  'orfagu 

and,  after  weathering  many  ftorms  and  difafters,  arrived  at 

laft  at  the  kingdom  of  Cumana^  or,  as  it  is  fince  called,  Grtf- 

nada^  in  a  very  fhattered  condition,  and  was  obliged  to  ftajr 

there  eighteen  whole  months  before  he  could  fet  out  again 

for  %/» r. 

In  the  mean  time,  king  Jlvare%y  ftill  as  impatient  as  he  Alvarez 
was  unfuccefsful,  determined  to  try  the  fortune  of  a  frelh  ^m- fends  a 
bafly,  and  made  choice  of  Don  Pedro  Antonio^  the  fecond  per-A^  '^• 
fon  in  his  realm,  to  go  on  that  expedition.  He  appointed  one  ^^Jfj* 
Gafpar  Dias^  a  wealthy  Portuguefe^  to  accompany  him,  and 
to  fumiih  him  with  what  fums  he  (hould  want  to  obtain  a 
fpcedy  compliance  from  either  court.     He  gave  them  farther 
orders,  that  if  they  (hould  chance  to  meet  Lopez  in  their  way, 
they  fliould    take  him  with  them,  and  be   direfled   by  his 
counfel.     This  laft  cmbafly  had  ftiil  worfe  luck  than  the  for- 
mer; their  fhip  being  taken  by  an  Englijhman^  and  wrecked 
'.  ypon  the  Engltjh  coafts,  where  Don  Pedro  Antonio  and  his 
fon  were  unfortunately  drowned.      Don  Go/par  had  the  good 
fortune  to  efcape,  and  to  get  fafe  to  the  court  of  Spairij  where 
he  met  with  Lopiz^  who  was  but  newly  arrived  thither,  and 
Was  juft  entering  upon  his  embafly.     Upon  which  he  com« 

'  Ibid,  ubi  fup.  lib.  ii.  c.  6. 

*'  the  fcarcity  of  pricfls ;   and         That  to  the  pope  wa4  in  fob- 

^*  thereupon  to  reqaeft  his  md-  fiance,  '*  That  he  (hould  in  his 

*'  jefty  to  procure  him  fuch  a  **  name  kifs  bis  feet,  and  deli* 

••  competent  number  of  confef-  "  ver  his  letters  to  him ;   repre* 

**  fors  and  preachers,  as  might  **  fent  unto  him  the  miferable 

**  be  fufficient  to  maintain  the  ''  troubles  and  detriments  whick 

**  gofpel  in  tho(e  remote  coun-  *'  his  fubjeds  had  fufFered  for 

"  tries,  which  were  but  kteiy  \*  the  chriflian  faith :  and  that 

"  converted  to  chriHianity.  <*  he  ihould  recommend  thefe 

"  Moreover,  that  he  (honld  **  poor  fouls  to  hit  holinefs,  and 

"  (hew  to  him  fundry  trials  of  ''  befeech  him,  as  the  oniverfat 

*<  metals  which  he  had  made,  'S  father  of  all  chriftians,  to  take 

•*  and  many  other  things  wor-  **  pity  of  fo  many  faithful  fouls 

*'  thy  his  notice ;  and  that  he  *^  who,    for    want    of   prieftt 

"  Ihould  offer  to  him  in  his  *'  to  preach  the  gofpe],  and  to 

**  luune  £he    free  and    liberal  **  adminifter  the  iacraments  to 

'*  traffic   of  them,  which  had  **  them,  were,  by  little  and  Utr 

^  been  heretofore  denied  to  his  **  tie,  inking  into  everlafting 

[^  pred^ccffor^.'*  **  perdition  (4,)." 
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1587.     mttted  the  ii^hole  condud  of  it  to  him,  and  feturned  to  Kong9 
to  acquaint  the  king  with  the  ill  fucceis  of  both  embaifies. 
AWarez         By  this  time  king  JlvareZy  worn  out  by  his  diftemper,  and 
dies*         to  many  grievous  difappointments,  had  departed  this  life  after 
a  long  but  thorny  reign  of  above  forty  years^  and  left  the 
crown  to  his  fon  Alvarez  II.     The  news  of  his  death  fooo 
reached  the  court  of  Madrid^  where  king  Philips  now  wholly 
LopezV     intent  upon  the  conqueft  of  England^  was  glad  to  put  off  the 
illfuccefi  negotiation  of  the  embafly  to  a  more  favourable  time,  and  to 
«f  Ma-      advife  him  to  go  to  Rome^  and  try  his  fortune  with  the  pope, 
drid.  LopeZy  accordingly,  fet  out  for  diat  court,  where  he  met  at 

Goes  to      ^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^y  ^^'^^  reception,  and  failed  not  to  lay  before 
Rome ;     ^^^  holinefs  the  miferable  ftate  of  chriftianity,  thro'  the  whole 
Kongoefe  dominions,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.     He  not  only  ap* 
follUitsin  prifed  him  of  the  extreme  want  it  laboured  under  of  miffi- 
'vainfor    onaries  and  other  clergy,  to  attend  on  the  fervice  of  religion, 
frejb mijft'\yyjx  added,  that  having  gained  gr^^t  riches  during  his  abode  in 
anaries ;     ^j^^t  country^  he  had  made  a  vow  to  found  a  feminary  of  priefts 
founds  a     in  it,   foT  the    adrpiniilration    of  the  chriftian  facraments,. 
Jeminary    the  inftrudUon  of  the  people,  and  the  revival  of  the  chrittian 
42/ fLoDgo.  religion,  which  was  alniioft  extinguiflied ;  to  which  end  he 
begged  of  his  holinefs,  that  he  would  grant  him  his  appro- 
bation, together  with  fuch  indulgences,  difpenfations,  andju* 
bilees,  as  might  beft  pron;iote  his  pious  views.    The  pope  rea- 
,dily  complied  with  his  laft  requeft ;  but  as  to  the  main  fubjeft 
of  the  embafly,  and  the  fending  of  a  new  fiipply  of  priefts, 
he  was  pleafcd  to  refer  it  to  the  king  of  Spairiy  to  whom,  he 
faid,  it  did  more  properly  belong  •.     We  have  dwelt  the  Ipp- 
-gci  upon  the  tranfaftions  of  this  long  reign,  as  the  greateft 
(part  of  them  ferve  to  point  out  clearly  to  our  readers  the  true 
caufes  of  that  furprifing  and  deplorable  decay  of  religion  in 
this  unhappy  kin'gdom,  of  which  we  gave  them  an  account 
in  a  former  feftion  %  and  how  happily  it  might  have  been  pre* 
vented,  if  the  pope,  and  the  other  catholic  crowned  heads, 
tad  fhewn  the  fame  zeal  for  the  intereft  of  chriftianity  as  their 
(deceafed  monarch  had   done,  during  his  long  and  painful 
reign. 
Alvarez        We  hinted  above  that  he  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Aiva^ 
jucceeded  reZy  the  fecond  of  that  name;  this  new  prince,  not  ;it  all 
iyhis        difcouraged  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  pious  father,  renewed  the 
/on  Alva-  fame  requefts  from  his  firft  acceiBon  to  the  crown,  which  be 
rcz  il.      could  the  more  eafily  do  as  he  afcended  the  throne  without 
^    .         any  oppofition.     His  firft  care,  therefore,  was  ^o  fend  a  moft 
embaffv  to  toXtmti  embafly  to  Philip  II.  of  Spairiy  jn  which,  after  having 
MhJnA,    expatiated  on  the  great  fervices  which  Jiis  predeceflbrs  had  re- 

•  hov&Zj  ap.  Pi^afet.  1.  ii.  c.  $«  ^  Before,  p.  79,  &  feq. 
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cemjd  from  the  Portuguefe  monarchs,  and  the  &A&  alliance 
which  ftill  Aibfiftcd  between  that  crown  and  him,  he  entreated 
)m\  tQ  revive  all  the  antient  treaties  with  him,  and  withal  that 
he  would  procure  to  his  dominion,  a  new  prelate  from  Romtj 
and  fend  him  a  new  fet  of  miffionaries,  to  repair  the  extraor- 
dinarj  lo/Ies  which  the  chriftian  religion  had  fuihined  during 
.  fo  long  a  fcries  of  years.     Philips  now  more  at  Icifure  to  liften  jq„j,  pj,j. 
tohisambaflador,  not  only  complied  with  all  his  requefts,  butlip^^^y^ 
obtained  from  the  pope  a  peculiar  bi(hop  for  the  kingdom  oifnjk  mi/* 
KmgOy  who  was  not  long  after  convoyed  thither  on  board  zfionariu  H 
Portuguefe  vtiSAy  accompanied  by  fcveral  eminent  ecclcfi- Kongo, 
aflics,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  miffionaries,  of  different 
orders,  who  were,  quickly  after  their  arrival,  difperfed  over 
their  feveral  diftridb,  and,  by  their  indefatigable  zeal,  rellored^  Their  xtat 
in  a  great  meafure,  the  chriftian  religion  to  its  antient  Aztt^and  /mc* 
in  a  fmaller  number  of  years  than  could  have  been  expeded  ;r^. 
confidering  the  extreme  decay,  and  the  much  greater  difficul- 
ties they  had  to  furmount  than  any  of  the  firft  preachers  ever 
met  with. 

,    For,  by  this  time,  the  far  greater  part  of  the  nation,  ap- 
prehending fome  frefh  invafion  from  the  barbarous  Giagas^ 
hA  left  the  plains,  and   were  retired  to  their  inacceffible 
mountains,  with  all  their  families  and  effeds,  and  had  lived 
hi  fuch  a  licentious  and  abandoned  manner,  that  they  were 
dwindled  into  mere  favtiges  ;  fuch  were  the  people  whom  the 
toiffioiiaries  were  obliged  to  feek  for,  and  encounter,  among 
their  rugged  barren  rocks,  and  afterwards  to  civilize,  before 
they  could  make  them  converts  to  a  religion,  which  was  not 
only  quite  obliterated  among  them,  but  the  moft  oppoiite  to 
their  beftial  way  of  living.     Providence,    however,  fo  far;^^//-/^ 
blelled  their  labours,  that  they  gradually  brought  them  away  reftoredto 
into  their  ancient  habitations;  where  finding  themfelves  kzure  its  antient 
from  the  inroads  of  the  Giagasy  by  the  various  fortrefles^^//. 
which  the  Portuguefe  had  built  upon  their  frontiers,  they  be- 
came by  degrees  more  inclined  to  liften  to  their  fpiritual 
guides,  and  better  difpofed  to  receive  the  gofpel.     The  bene- 
ntof  their  preaching  did  not  confine  itfelf  to  thefe  numerous 
converfions  which  were  every- where  made,  but  helped  to  fuf- 
pend,  if  not  wholly  to  fupprefs,  the  revolts  which  fo  frequent- 
ly Jiappened  under  almoft  every  reign  "  ;  fo  that  Alvarez  had 
uit  double  fatisfadion  to  fee  at  once  the  furprifing  progrefs 
of  chriftianlty,  and  to  enjoy  a  peaceable  reign  during  the  fy^ceKing  AI- 
rf  twenty- feven  years ;  after  which  he  left  the  crown  to  Ber-VArcz  II. 
narJf  die  eldeft,  of  all  his  fcns  w,  jjg,, 

•  De  bi»,  vid.fup.  p.  ?3,  &  alib.  paff.        ^  Lab  at  ex  Cavaz.  1. 
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himfelf 
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murder  of 
his  hrd' 
tber. 


m  MvkATi  Hifitry  of        B.xtVIL 

B£RNA4ti>,  the  firft  of  that  name,  and  eighth  chrimian 
king,  had  hardly  reigned  one  year,  before  he  was  killed,  vtc* 
cording  to  common  report,  by  his  next  brother  Jharez^ '  ia 
a  duel  (D)  j.  or,  according  to  others,  aiTaffinated  by  his  or- 
der. Alvarez,  was  then  duke  of  Bemba,  and  the  eldeft  of  all 
his  other  brothers ;  and,  immediately  upon  Bernard's  death, 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  king,  undei:  the  name  of 
jflvarez  III  '. 

One  of  bis  firft  cares  after  he  mounted  the  throne,  was 
to  difculpate  himfelf  the  beft  he  could  from  having  had  any 
hand  in  the  death  of  his  brother ;  and,  among  other  public 
a£fcs,  he  ordered  a  church  to  be  built  on  the  field  of  battlfe,  and 
on  the  very  fpot  on  which  he  fell ;  and  as  foon  as  he  was  well 
of  the  wounds  which  he  had<  received  in  the  fight,  went  him- 
felf to  the  ftone  quarry,  attended  with  a  numerous  retinue; 
and,  the  more  efFednally  to^  haften  the  work,  took  up  a  ftone 

»  Vid.  Jarric,!.  ii.c.  5.     LABAT^&al. 


(D)  Or  rather  in  finglc  com- 
bat, and  at  the  head  of  his  army. 
The  two  brothers  had  been  then, 
according  to  our  author  (5),  fu- 
rioufly  engaged  for  feme  time, 
each  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
force,  and  Aharex  bad  received 
already  fome  flight  wounds,  by 
which  he  had  loft  a  quantity  of 
blood,  when  Bernard^  eager  to 
end  the  conteft  in  the  molt  ex- 
peditious way,  fought  him  out 
amidft  all  the  fire  and  volleys  of 
arrows,  and  found  him  fighting 
at  the  head  of  his  troops,  his 
cloaths  and  arms  gained  with 
his  own  blood.  Bernard^  as 
yet  unwounded,  and  in  the  ut- 
moft  height  of  his  vigour  and 
fury,  ruihed  upon  him  with  his 
arm  uplifted,  and  with  a  defign 
to  have  cut  him  in  funder  with 
one  blow  of  his  fcyraitar ;  when 
Al<vare%y  who,  in  fpite  of  the 
inequality  of  the  match,  flood 
his  ground  firm  againft  him;  and 
taking  that  opportunity  to  run 
him  through  the  body,  laid  him 


dead  under  his  feet.  The  con« 
fequence  of  which  was,  that 
Bernard*s  forces  betook  them- 
felves  to  flight,  but  found  all 
avenues  fo  clofely  ftopped  by 
thofe  of  AhareXy  that  they  vi^ere 
forced  to  fubmit>  or  be  cat  in 
pieces. 

This  account,  if  it  might  be 
depended  upon,  doth  doubly 
juftify  the  conduft  of  Aharez^ 
I  ft,  as  it  makes  him  to  be  the 
legitimate  fuccefTor  to  the  crown, 
and  Bernard  the  rebel  and  ag- 
grefifor ;  and  2d)y,  as  it  repre- 
fents  his  killing  of  his  brother, 
as  done  in  his  own  defence,  fia^ 
befides  that  it  fo  mani  feftly  con- 
tradids  that  which  we  have  from 
other  authors,  we  muft  obferre 
to  our  readers,  that  this  comes 
to  us  by  the  hands  of  the  jefuits, 
to  whom  that  prince,  after  iSs 
accefTion  to  the  crown,  was  an 
extraordinary  friend,  and  had 
granted  very  flngular  privileges, 
which  may  be  feen  at  the  end  of 
the  chapter  laft  quoted  (6). 


(5)  J^rriCf  Tbcjaur,  lib,  ii,  c»  5.  p»  X07,  &  fff» 
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(6)  Id,  ibid,  p,  109,  &Jtq^      I 
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upon  his  Ihoulder,  and  ouried  it  to  the  place  where  the  church 
was  to  be  built.  His  example  was  followed  by  his  attend- 
ants, and  the  next  day  by  his  queen,  at  the  head  of  her  courts 
and  attended  by  fome  of  the  Portuguefi  nobility.  He  like- 
wife  difpatched  a  fumptuous  embaily  to  the  court  of  Madrid^ 
and  another  to  pope  Paul  V.  from  whom  he  had  received  a 
frcih  fupply  of  jefuit  miffionaries.  But  whether  he  had  by  that 
time  taken  any  diflike  to  their  fociety,  or  had  conceived  a  higher 
opinion  of  the  capuchin  order,  his  ambailador  was  particularly 
ordered  to  beg  of  that  pontiiF  to  favour  him  with  a  number  of 
them,  and  to  bring  them  with  him  at  his  return. 

This  laft  embafly,  at  the  head  of  which  was  one  of  the^/v4^/  a 
firfl  nobles  of  the  kingdom,  attended  by  fixteen  young  per^  grand  em* 
fons  of  quality,  met  with  a  gracious  reception  from  Paul  V.  ^^^Jfyt'o 
who  defrayed  all  their  charges  during  their  ftay,  and  readily  ^^'f*/»  5 
complied  with  all  the  king's  requefts,  one  of  which  was,  that 
he  would  favour  him  with  fome  new  regulations,  which  his  hfg^  ff,^^ 
council  thought  extremely  needful  at  that  time,  for  the  betteryow^  capw 
fupport  and  government  of  achfiftian  flock,  juft  growing  yy^Mns  may 
to  maturity,  and  furrounded  with  barbarous  idolaters,  whofe  hefemt  u 
priefts  left  no  ftone  unturned  to  prevent  its  growth,  and  per-z^/ar.  * 
vert  the  feeble  and  wavering  to  their  impious  fuperftitions  and 
idolatries.     Such  regulations,  coming  immediately  from  the 
fountain  head,  were  by  this  time  become  fo  much  more  in- 
difpenfible,  as  the  kingdom  was  then  flocked  with  plenty  of, 
priefts,  both  fecular  and  regular,  and  the  latter  confiding  of 
different  orders,  as  Dominicans^  AuguJiineSy  jefuits,  and  capu« 
chins,  between  whom  it  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  the  fame 
difcords  and  animofities  reigned  in  as  high  degree  in  this, 
as  we  have  feen  them  do  in  all  other  miflions ;  as  in  Chitia^ 
and  other  parts  of  the  E aft- Indies  y^  in  Jbijfmia^  and  other 
parts  of  Africa  *,  and  in  moft  of  thofe  of  America^  as  we 
may  have  further  occafion  to  fbew  in  the  fequel  of  this  work^ 
to  the  great  offence  and  difcouragement,  not  only  of  the  new, 
but  of  the  old  and  befl  confirmed  converts. 

The  misfortune  was,  that  whilft  the  ambafTador  was  wait- 
ing for  completing  of  thofe  regulations,  the  change  of  air, 
diet,  and  way  of  living,  joined  to  the  fatigues  of  fo  long  a 
voyage,  and  of  attending  the  Romijh  court,  threw  him  and 
moft  of  his  retinue  into  a  fcvere  fit  o^  ficknefs,  which  car- 
ried him  off  in  a  little  time,  notwithflanding  all  the  care  and  Eh  am'  ' 
pains  which  the  pope  took  to  have  him  attended  by  the  beft  haffador 
phyficians,  and  plentifully  fupplied  with  proper  refloratives.  diet ; 
His  death  was  attended  with  all  the  marks  of  a  fincer'e  chrif- 
tian ;  and  that  pofitifF,  who  had  often  vifited  him  in  perfon 

y  $eebeforey  vol.  vii.  p.  483,  &  feq,viii.  p.  21,  ^feq.  129,  * 
fcq.  kA*  *  Ibid.  vol.  xy.  p.  320,  k  feq.  &  al.  plur. 
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and  is       during  his  illnefs,  caufed  him  to  be  magnificently  interred  iti 
mognifi'    the  church  of  Santa  Maria  Majore^  and  a  noble  epitaph  to  be 
icently  in-   jcngravcn  upon  his  tomb  *.     What  the  farther  fuccefs  of  this 
itrnd,      cmbafly  was,  or  the  cflFeft  his  holineft's  regulations  had  upon 
the  mii&onaries  and  clergy,  we  are  not  told,  only  in  general 
we  find  chriftianity  making  a  confidefable  progrcls  during  thd 
1622.    fliort  reign  of  the  then  pious  monarch,  who  died  in  the  7th 
fbe  iiftg*s  year  of  it,  greatly  regretted  both  by  his  fubjefis^  and  by  the 
deaib  and  Portuguefe^  who  enjoyed  very  great  privileges  undcf  him,  as 
tbaraSer,  yf^\\  as  other  ftrangers  who  were  fettled  in  his  dominions.  He 
was,  by  all  the  accounts  we  have  of  him,  a  wife  and  generous 
prince,  valiant  and  liberal,  a  zealous  promoter  of  chriftiani- 
ty, and  a  moft  liberal  benefafior  and  prote£tor  of  thofe  who 
propagated  it,  a  great  lover  of  bis  native  fubjeSs,  and  a  fiA- 
gular  friend  and  patron  to  ftrangers  ^. 
Xtb.         He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Don  Pedro  II.  of  that  name, 
Smcceedid  and  tenth  chriftian  king   of  KongOy  who  reigned  only  two 
hy  Don      years,  but  in  that  time  had  an  opportunity  of  giving  one  ot 
Pedro  \l.  two  fignal  inftances  of  his  wifdom,  moderation,  and  juftice  j 
one  ot  them  efpecially  upon  a  critical  jundure,  which    might 
elfe  have  been  attended  with  fome  fatal  confequences.     The 
Ji  noble     occafion  was  no  iefs  than  an  op^  rupture  between  his  fub* 
inflance  of 'yt&s  2XiA  the  Portuguefe^  the  particulars  of  which  our  author 
biswi/domioth  not  inform  us  farther   of,  than  that  both  parties  had 
andjt{fiice,i^\^^i^  up  arms  againft  each  other,  and  were  cometoblows^ 
and  that  the  latter  had  been  defeated.     Upon  the  firft  news 
of  this,  the  king's  council,  the  nobles,  and  chief  ofiicers  of 
his  kingdom,  without  enquiring  into  the  matter,  or  who  were 
the  firft  aggreflbrs,  unanimoully  expreifed  their  refentment  in 
the  higheft  terms,  and  infifted  upon  his  ordering  them  to  be 
plundered,  and  cut  in  pieces  out  of  hand,  and  the  reft  to  be 
baniftied  out  of  his  dominions  without  farther  trial  or  delay^ 
The  king  was  the  only  perfon  who  declared  himfelf  againft 
fuch  a  ra(h  and  unjuft  proceeding,  or  againft  refolving  upoii 
any  meafures,  till  ajull  and  equitable  enquiry  had  been  made 
lAto  the  occafion  of  that  hoftile  breach,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  he  was  fully  convinced  that  his  fubjefe  were  in  the 
,  ^rong,  and  had  been  the  firft  aggreflbrs*     Upon  whichj  tho* 
much  againft  the  liking  of  his  court  and.  council,  he  honour- 
triendfiip  ably  acquitted  the  Portuguefe^  gave  them  frefli  afliirances  of 
to  tbe  For*  his  favour  and  protedion,  and  took  the  moft  equitable  method 
tuguefe.    to  accommodate  matters  between  them ;  fo  that  he  quickly 
compromifed  the  whole  affair  with  thzPortuguefe  governor  of 
St.  Hauloi  Loanda^  without  the  leaft  derogation  to  his  royal 
dignity  ^.  "   • 

»  Cavaz«  ap.  Labat.  k  ii.  c<  13.     ^  lid.  ibid.      <  lid.  ibid. 
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'  He  gave  not  long  after  a  frcflr  proof  of  his  jufticc  and  friend-  Afrefiin* 
fliip  to  the  Portuguefe  nation  on  the  following  occasion.  Five/-**"  rf 
of  their  merchants  who  were  fettled  at  5/.  Salvager ^  as  thcy^'* 
urere  travelling  through  part  of  the  frontiers  of  the  kingdom 
of  MicoccOj  laden  with  their  rich  merchandizes  (£),  fell  into 
die  hands  of  a  troop  of  ibldiers,  or  rather  banditti,  who 
ftripped  them  of  all  they  had,  and  brought  them  to  that 
prince,  who  loaded  them  with  fetters,  and  confined  them  in  a 
ftcait  prifon.  The  king  of^Kengo  was  no  fooncr  informed  of 
it,  tfaai>  he  fent  an  exprefi  to  re-claim  them  and  their  effe£ls^ 
and,  upon  his  refufal,  determined  to  declare  v^ar  againft  him. 
Two  great  difficulties  were  fiarted  againft  it  by  the  Pertu* 
pufi  general,  who  was  to  affift  him  in  that  enteiprize,  viz. 
the  impoffibUity  of  tranfporting  their  troops  into  thofe  remote 
parts  time  enough,  and  the  danger  left  the  king  of  Micoccoj  a 
barbarous  j^rince,  fliould  caufe  thofe  merchants  to  be  maiiacred 
in  their  prifon,  out  of  revenge.  Upon  which  they  agreed  up- 
on redeeming  them ;  but  the  frier  who  was  fent  thither  to  treat 
about  their  ranfom  dying  in  the  way,  they  muft  in  all  proba* 
bility  have  periflied  in  their  iail,  had  not  a  grievous  famine 
and  peftiknce  which  followed  foon  after,  and  was  interpreted 
by  that  prince  and  his  priefts  as  a  judgment  for  his  injuftice 
and  cruelty  to' thofe  ftrangers  (joined  moft  probably  to  a  dread 
of  the  king  of  Kmgo^s  refentment,  who  was  then  making  fome 
hofHk  preparations  againft  him)  determined  him  to  fetthem 
at  liberty.  His  fear,  it  feems,  was  fuch,  that  he  not  only 
caufed  the  full  value  of  all  their  tSk&»  to  be  reftored  tothem,  * 
but  ordered  one  of  his  officers  to  cohdud  them  fafe  to  St.  SaU 

(E)  The  kingdom  of  Micoc-  they  have  no  current  Coin^  they 

c»  Is  fitaate  on  the  moft  north-  barter  their    merchandizes  fof 

cm  frontiers  of  that  of  Kongo^  others^  and  mufl  be  fappoft^ 

aad  is  tributary  to  it^  but  fre-  to  make  a  vail  gain  by  it,  td 

qoeotly  revolts,  efpecially  when  compenfate  for  the  length  of 

the  kings  of  k$ngo  are  engaged  the  way,  the   heavy  carriage^ 

in  any  war  with  the  GiagM^  or  and  the  difficnlties  and  dangers 

other  neighbonrr,  or  in  fnppref-  of  travelling  through  thofe  hoc 

ing  any  rebellion  within  their  countries,  from  robbei^>    wild 

own  dominions  ;  the  people  arei  bealts,  {ffr.  of  which  we  have 

idolaters,  very  barbarous,  and  formerly  fpokcn  (8) ;  for  many 

live  mokly   upon  plunder^(7).  of  thOfe  Pgrtugiufe  merchants^ 


The  Portuguefe  carry  on  a  con-  notwithftanding  all  thefe  difad- 
fiderable  trade  as  far  as,  and  even  vantages,  are  immenfely  rich 
beyond,  thofe   parts;    and,  as    (9). 

(7)  tinfchoe^  Pigafit.  Damty,  Dapfwr,  ^  */.  fuf>.  ciiat.  (S)  See  hfire, 

^.  10,  &P/«'f ♦  (9)  ^ii/,  P/ftf/ir* /.  i.^.  5« /.  ii.  f.  1.    Laht  M  Cavaz.  L  u. 

c.  x3,  &  aUb.foff,  ,     ^ 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XVI.  Ui^  vador^ 
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vador^  and  to  cxcufe  his  former  condud  to  the  king  of  Kongo. 
As  foon  as  the  king  was  apprized  of  their  arrival,  he  fent  for 
the  officer,  and  gave  him  a  gracious  reception,  commended  this 
laft  adlion  of  his  mailer,  and  fent  him  home  laden  with  rich 
prefents  for  him. 
dits  la-         Don  Pedro  did  not  live  many  months  after  this  generous 
minted  hy   a<Siott,  but  died  juftly  regretted  by  all  his  fubje^is,  who  had 
alibis        tonceived  the  grcateft  hopes  of  him  from  thofe  inftanccsof 
fyhjeSs,      wifdom  and  magnanimity  which  they  had  obfcrved  during  his 
(hgrt  reign.  He  had,  it  feems,  proppfed  to  himfelf  the  exam-^ 
.  '  pie  of  his  predeceffor  and  name-fake,  Don  P^^ro  the  firft; 

and  they  were  all  in  high  expeftation  that  he  would  have  even 
dut-done  that  great  and  noble  monarch,  when  his  unexpected  . 
,  death  threw  the  whole  realm  into  real  mourning"*. 

!?,^^"         He  was  fucceeded  by  Don  Garzia^  the  firft  of  that  name ; 
D    Gar-  ^^^  whether  his  fon,  or  a  near  relation,  our  author  doth  not 
zizhis       inform  us;  there  is,  however,  no  room  to  doubt  his  being  a 
Aori  reign,  P^^^^^  of  the  royal  blood,  becaufe  none  but  fuch»  as  we  have 
ihewn  before,  are  ever  allowed  to  afcend  the  throne «.    He 
was,  moreover,  an  excellent  prince,  and  highly  efteemed  by 
his  fubjedts  ;  but  his  reign  proved  as  (hortas  that  of  his  pre- 
deceflbr,  and  he  died  about  the  latter  end  ofjune^  in  the  2d 
1626.     year  of  his  reign. 

Xllth.        His  fucceflbr,  named  Don  Jmbrojioj  the   I2th  chriftian 
Donhm-  king^was  no  lefs  excellent  and  pious  a  prince,  and  as  much 
broiio«       beloved  by  all  good  chriftians  as  he  was  hated  by  the  mer- 
chants, whofe  male  praftices  he  punifhed  with  great  feverity.  *■ 
We  have  no  other  particulars  of  his  reign,  except  that  it  laft- 
ed  only  fome  months  lefs  than  five  years,  he  dying  in  the 
1631.     month  of  March. 

XII  Ith.        He  was  fucceeded  by  Alvarez  IV.  of  that  name,  the  fon  of 

Don  Al-     Jivarex  III.  of  whom  we  read  little  elfe,  but  that  hedtedia 

varez  IV.  the  month  of  February^  in  the  5th  year  of  his  rejgn. 

1636.         His  fucceflbr  Jivarez  V's  reign,  was  as  unfortunate  as 

XlVtli.   {jjort ;  he  being  killed  in  the  fecond  battle  which  he  fought 

Alvarez     agai^ft  tj^g  ^juj^g  ^f  Bamba^  fix  months  after  his  acceffion  to 

^*  '  the  crown.     The  occafion  of  this  quarrel  was  a  fecret  but 

grows  jea-  unjuft  fufpicion  he  entertained  of  that  duke,  who  was  in- 

ious  of  the  deed  very  wealthy  and  powerful,  but  no  lefs  loyal  towards 

duke  of      Wxn.     He  had  a  brave  brother  named  Garzia^  who  was  then 

Bamba.      niarquis  of  Chouva^  who  Was  equally  fufpe3cd  by  Alvarez  j 

infomuch  that  his  ill  treatment  of  both  obliged  them  to  join 

forces  in  their  own  defence. 

Defeated^       THEY  foon  came  to  a  decifive  battle,  in  which  they  had 

and  taken  ^^  g^^j  fortune  to  defeat  the  royal  army,  and  took  the  king 


by  him. 
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iimfelf  prifoner ;  but,  contrary  to  the  ufual  cuftooi  of  thofe 
barbarous  nations,  who  feldom  fail  of  putting  them  to  death, 
thcfetwo  brothers  contented  themfelvcs  wrth  confining  him 
ifl  one  of  their  palaces,  where  he  was  treated  with  as  much     ' 
ftfpeaas  if  he  had  been  in  his  own,  they  thcmfelves  at- 
tending, and  ferving  him  upon  their  knees,  and  giving  him 
daily  frefh  lafiiirances  of  their  inviolable  fidelity  ;  none  of 
which,  however,    could  -gain  credit  with    that  miftruftful 
prince.    At  length,  to   his  great  furprize,  they  refolved  to 
give  him  fuch.  a  proof  of  it,  as  they  doubted  not  would  at  once 
rid  him  of  all  his  fears  ^   Which  was  to  reftore  him  tb  his  PeJoredBf 
thronej  and  to  carry  him  in  hrs  hammoclc  upon  their  (houl-  ^/«f 
ders  into  his  own  capital,  attended  with  a  numerous  cfcort, 
foyal  muficy  guards,  and  other  marks  of  royalty. 

The  ungrateful  monarch,  however,  inftead  of  becoming 
more  flexible  towards  them  by  this  Angular  mark  of  refpedt 
and  loyalty,  grew  the  more  incenfed  againft  thtem  ^  and  look* 
ing  upon  it  as  a  difgrace  to  owe  his  life  to  his  fubjeds,  was 
no  fooner  feftored  to-  his  throne,  than  he  began  to  levy  nev^ 
forces,  marched  directly  againft   them,  ^nd  attacked  them 
with  the  greateft  fury.     The  fight  was  long  and  bl6ody ;  but 
at  length  his  forces  were  totally  overthrown,  and  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  them  flain.  The  king's  body  being  found  dead  among '^^'^'^'^ 
them,  the  duke  ordered  his  head  to  be  cut  off,  and  carried  in  ^^^J^!^^^/ 
triumph,  on  a  lance,  to  the  capital  $  where  the  ftates  of  the-^'*  .'^'* 
kingdom  being  foon  after  convened,  the  duke  was  unanimouf-^'*^'''*  '* 
ly  chofeh  and  proclaimed  kingj  and  crowned  with  the  ufual    XlVth. 
folemnities,  amidft  the  univerfal  acclamations  of  the  people,  Alvarez 
and  took  the  name  of  the  deceafed  ^  VI  cko/eti. 

Al«VAR£Zi$  now  the  Vlth  of  that  name,-  and  14th  chrifti-  His  zeal 
an  king  of  Kongo^  proved  a  wife  and  pious  prince.     Hi^  firft/""  ^^''(i^«- 
care,  after  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  was  to  fend  a  magnificent  ^"'O'  ^ 
(mbafiy  of  homage  to  pope  t/r^aw  the  Vlllth,  and  to  entreat 
that  pontiff  to  fend  him  a  frefh  fupply  of  miifionaries,  to  retrieve 
the  decay  of  chriftianity.     He  feemed  wholly  bent  upon  re- 
fioring  it  to  its  prifline  flourifliing  ftate,  when  he  was  unfor- 
tunately murdered  by  his  own  brother  Don  Garzia,   above-  ^'  fnurder' 
oientioned ;  who  became  no  lefs  odious  to  his  new  fubjeds  by  J^  ^^  ^"^ 
that  black  adion,  than  he  did  by  his  other  cruelties  and  tyran-  ^^°^^^^^ 
ay,  and  more  particularly  by  the  methods  he  took  to  force  the     1641 . 
ftates  of  the  realm  to  eledl:  him  to  the  crown.     As  he  had    XVth. 
murdered  the  noble  Alvarez  with  no  other  view  but  to  afcend  Don  Gar-, 
the  throne,  fo  he  had  taken  care  to  appear  at  the  head  of  fuch  ziai 
a  numerous  force  before  the  electors,  as  fhould  at  once  fup- 
preis  all  reproaches  on  account  of  that  enormous  and  unnatU"> 

^  Cavazzi  ap.  I^bat.  ubi  fap.  p.  41 1^  &  feq. 
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wbocaufis  ral  crime,  as  well  as  all  oppoTition  to  his  ele£ttoti ;  fo  that  no 
him/elf  to  one  daring  to  utter  a  harih  word  or  complaint  ^atnft  him, 
be  cbtfeH,    they  found  themfelves  obliged  to  declare  him  fiiccefibr  to  his 
-  deceafed  brother.     We  do  not  find  that  he  changed  his  name 
like  his  predecefibrs ;  at  leaft  he  is  only  known  in  the  lift  of 
XVIth     chriftian  kings  by  that  of  Garzia  IL   However,  in  the  besin* 
Garzialt.  "^"S  ^^  ^^^  ^^^SPi  ^^  made  a  great  (hew  of  imitadng  thm 
tntenii  "  ^^  ^^^  P^^^Xf  ^Y  ^  P^^^^^  ^^  ^<^^  ^  promote  chriftianity, 
^£remtKiaI  ^nd  to  increafe  the  number  of  converts  among  the  iddatcrs. 
fir  cbriJH-  But  more  efpecially  by  his  kind  and  generous  rexxption  of  the 
aftityi       capuchin  mif&onaries,  whom  his  brother  had  obtained  from 
kinJmfs  to  pope  Urban  VIIL  to  whontheaffigned  convents  and  churches, 
tbecMpw    lands  for  their  maintenance,  and  Saves  to  cultivate  them,  up- 
€bins ;       on  their  arrival  at  his  capital,  and  took  them  under  his  fpeciai 
favour  and  protedion,  above  all  the  other  orders  of  monks; 
In(bmuch  that  his  fubjeSs  began  to  conceive  a  high  FefpeA 
for  him,  and  to  think  that  he  was  endeavourti^  to  atone  for 
his  fratricide  and  ambition,  by  his  zeal  for  chri|lianttyy  and 
liberality  to  the  preachers  of  the  gofpeL 

He  did  not,  however,  continue  long  in  this  good  di^fi- 
tion,  before  his  eager  defire  to  fecure  the  fucceffion  to  the 
crown  to  his  eldeft  Ton,  made  him  alter  his  condud,  and  dege- 
nerate into  a  downright  tyrant.  He  began  with  persecuting  all 
the  princes  of  the  blood,  who  could  lay  the  leaft  datm  to  the 
^   .       throne,  and  putting  them  to  the  moft  cruel  deaths;  neither 
ftbT"*'  did  he  ceafe  this  bloody  condud,  till  he  had  cut  off  every  one 
liLj         of  them  that  could  give  him  the  leaft  umbrage,  excepting  (<Mne 
few  of  them  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape  into  the 
kingdom  of  Angola^  where  the  Portugiufe  governor  readily 
took  them  under  his  protefiion.  Thefe  horrid  cruelties,  which 
did  but  too  openly  difcover  his  ambitious  views,  failed  not  to 
alarm  the  ftates  of  the  kingdom;  yet  none  of  them  had  the 
111  treat'    courage  to  cxpoftulate  n^ith  him.  The  Clergy,  the  miffionaries, 
'  tnentofthe  ^"d  particularly  the  lately  arrived  capuchins,  did  indeed  venture 
monks  and  to  reprefent  to  him,  in  the  humblft  terms,  the  guilt  and  danger 
clergy.        of  l^is  proceedings ;  but  the  repulfe  they  met  with  from  htm 
quickly  cooled  the  zeal  of  thegreateft  part  of  them;  and  thofe 
who  ftill  perfifted  in  condemning  his  condw5^  became  the  ob* 
jects  of  his  hatred  and  refentment.     Some  of  them  were  cm-' 
elly  perfecuted,  and,  with  the  utmoft  inhumaniQr^  left  to  rot  in 
Joathfome  jails,  laden  with  fetters,  and  in  the  moft  extreme 
mifery  and  poverty. 
tails  into       All  thefe  dreadful  examples,  which  he  clearly  perceived 
more  enor-  rendcFcd  him  more  and  more  odious  and  deteftable  to  his  fub- 
mous         jefts,  ferved  only  to  alarm  his  fears  the  more,  that  they  wouM 
crimt$,       put  an  invincible  obftacle  to  his  fon's  fucceffion ;  and  this  ob- 
liged him  to  have  recourfe  to  more  execrable  meafures,  efpe- 
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cially  after  a  deTperate  fit  of  ficknefs  had  reduced  him  to  the  Gmfults 

neceSty,  as  he  thought  it,  of  recalling  all  the  crew  of  pre-  tbiidola" 

tended  diviners,  ibrcerers,  and  enchanters,  whom  his  pious  *roii'  ma* 

predcteflbra  had  banifhed  out  of  their  dominions s,  to  his  affift  gi^^^^^i  • 

ancc.     Thefc  vile  wretches,  thinking  this  a  proper  time  for 

introducing  once  more  tiieir  abominable  rites  and  fuperfliti- 

ons,  and  finding  at  Aeir  arrival  at  court,  that  his  eldeft  fon,. 

prince  Alphonfoy  was  of  ail  his  other  children  the  moft  averfe 

to  their  idolatries  and  diabolical  prafticps,  quickly  agreed  to 

embrace  that  favourable  opportunity  of  taking  him  off;  and  to 

diat  end,  did  but  too  eafily  perfuade  the  credulous  prince  that 

bis  iicknefs  was  occationed  by  fome  charm  or  inchantmenC 

which  that  ambitious  youth  had  made  ufe  of  in  order  to  open 

his  way  to  the  throne.  Garzioj  without  giving  himfelf  leifure  to 

hear  vriiat  his  fon  had  to  fay  in  his  own  defence,  convened  the 

ftaCes  of  the  kingdom,  at  leaft  fuch  as  were  neareft  at  hand, 

and  in  their  prefence  declared  the  eldeft  prince,  Alfhonfo^  un-  defri*ois 

worthy  and  incapable  of  fuccecding  him  to  the  crown,  on  *"  *^fi 

account  6f  his  unnatural  parricide ;  and  caufed  his  next  fon^^*  ^f^^^   . 

vatmtA  Antony^  to  be  elefled  and  crowned  king.     He  lived  Z*^^^*^** 

long  enough  after  this  to  commit  fundry  other  crimes,  and 

a6b  of  cruelty  and  tyranny;  and  did  not  end  his  detefted  t^^^atb^ 

reign  till  the  aiftyearof  it,  and  till  he  had  charged  his  fuc-  ^f^^fi 

ctSoXy  who  inherited  all  his  vices,  with  fome  other  dreadful  '<?^"''* 

commiffions  to  be  executed  after  his  death  ^. 

Don  AntontOy  the  firft  of  that  name,  and  17th  chriftian  ^^j^: 
king,  if  fuch  a  bloody  tyrant  can  deferve  fo  honourable  a  V^  r* 
name,  had  no  fooner  performed  the  obfequiel  of  his  father,  t  °^"*® 
than,  like  a  true  offspring,  he  fet  about  performing  his  dying  ^^^i^f 
commands,  and  perhaps  with  a  greater  degree  of  inhuma-  tyrant  \  ^ - 
nity  than  had  been  enjoined  him.     He  began  with  his  eldeft  p^t,  hi] 
brother  Alpbonfoj  whom  he  ordered  to  be  cruelly  butchered,  gijgr  bro^ 
and  deprived  of  the*  benefit  even  of  the  meaneft  burial ;  he  fber  t§ 
dpfely  purfued  his  father's  maxim  in  putting  to  death  all  the  Jgatb, 
remaining  princes  of  the  blood  who  had  not  efcaped  into  An^ 
gJay  not  fparingeven  his  younger  brethren,  left  any  of  them 
mould,  wid)  the  affiftance  of  his  difcontented  fubjeds,  at- 
tempt to  dethrone  him.     Thofe  nobles  *and  officers  of  his  and  many 
kingdom,  of  whom  he  entertained  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  dif^^o/tbe 
refped  or  difafFe£lion,  were  fure  to  undergo  the  fan^e  fate ;  »ob/ej  i 
titt  the  fliedding  of  blood  became  as  familiar  a  pradice  with 
him,  as  if  he  had  been  brought  up  among  the  worft  of  ca-  ^^f^j^^ 
'  nibals.     He  grew,  at  length,  to  fuch   a  height  of  cruelty,  ahandontd^ 
^at  he  could  hardly  get  any  fervjints  or.  (laves  to,  attend  oi\  ^  ^//^ 

f .  De  his,  vid.  fap.  p.  71,  &  feq.        ^  Cavazzi  ^p.  Labat,  lib. 

m.  3  bim.  5 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ.IC 


I  $6  Thf  Kinczxi  H^fy  of         B.:^yH. 

himi  all  his  fubjeSs  fhuhning  him  as  a  rdvcnaus  monftcr,  and 
his  very  flaves  chufing  to  flee  into  the  thickcft  foref^, 
upon  the  moft  frightful  rocks  and  dcfarts,  and  at  the  hazard  of 
being  ftarved  to  death,  or  devoured  by  wild  bcafts,  rather  tluMi 
be  expofcd  to  his  more  inhuman  treatment. 
Jffrighted  He  was,  however,  much  affrighted  at  fome  dreadful  ap- 
hy  fome  pearanccs  in  the  air,  which  happened  about  that  timf ,  fome 
frodigies,  threatening  comets,  and  other  pbaenomen^  of  the  like  alarm- 
ing nature,  which  continued  vifible  for  a  confiderablc  time; 
but  efpeciall'y  a  dreadful  raging  peftilcnce,  which  deftroy^d 
myriads  of  his  fubjc<^s,  and  carried,  off  the  ftoutcft  of  them 
in  lefs  than  two  or  three  days,  had  icy  far  terrified  his  fuper- 
fUtious  mind,  that  he  feeiped  to  be  deeply  touched  with  re- 
morfe  at  the  vaft  quantity  of  blood  which  he  had  caufed  to 
be  unjuftly  Ihed.  But  np  fooner  were  thofe  jud^mpnts  re- 
moved, than  he  fell  lato  other  enormous  impieties  j^  906  of 
which  was  marrying,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  church,  a 
very  near  relation,  with  whom  he  was  enamoured,  wbilfi  his 
own  wife  was  ftil}  alive ;  and,  when  the  clergy  and  miifiona- 
ries  oppofed  it,  behaved  himfelf  with  fuch  haugh^nefs  to- 
wards them,  as  plainly  convinced  them,  that^if  he  had  not  re- 
ally apoftatifed  from,  yet  he  paid  but  very  little  regard  to  the 
chriftian  religion  ;  and  of  this  he  ventured  to  give  ^hefn  fuch 
fignal  proofs,  as  drew  upon  him  the  cenfure  of  the  bifliops,  vi- 
car general,  and  of  the  whole  church  (F). 


His  in- 

cefiuous 
marriage ; 


iontempt 

'  ^frjUgian^ 


(F)  As  an  inflance  of  his  dif- 
regard  for  religion,  he  took  it 
into  his  head  one  day,  as  he  af- 
fiftcd  at  thefolemn  proceffion  on 
Corfm  Chrifti  feftival,  to  have 
the  royal  umbrella  carried  over 
his  head;  which  none  of  the  chri- 
ilian  princes  before  him  had 
ever  dohe,becaufe  it  is  borne  on 
that  day,  out  of  refpedl,  ov^r 
the  facrament,  which  is  carried 
about.  Oneof  the  principal  dig- 
nitaries of  the  church  ventured 
to  approach  him,  and^  in  the 
hombleft  terms,  to  reprefent  to 
him,  the  fcandal  it  gave  to  the 
people,  who  would  not  fail  of 
interpreting  \t^  as  if  his  majefty 
was  putting  himfelf  upon  a  level 
with  the  body  of  Ch|iil  that  WQ>t 
before  him^ 


The  king  contented  himfelf 
with  calling  a  fcornful  loo)e;and 
turning  about,  left  the  proceffi- 
on, and  marched  di redely  to  his 
own  palace,  his  whole  coart 
following  him  thither  ;  but  he 
fent  foon  after  to  one  of  his  head 
officers,  CO  tell  (he  clergyman, 
who  was  the  bifhop's  vicarage- 
rieraly  that  if  ever  he  prefamed 
again  to  m^ke  any  fuch  reoikoii- 
Ar^nces  to  him,  he  muA  expefi 
nothing  but  the  {&itxt&  eS€£U 
of  his  refentmcot.  The  Vicar, 
though  but  too  well  acqaainted 
with  his  vindi£live  temper,  aa- 
fwered  the  king  as  became  \a% 
charadler.  That '  if  his  imajefty 
carried  his  difregard  to  religlof 
To  for  as  co  infult  it  in  fo  pobKc 
anianner,  and  in  the  midft  of 
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The  king,  now  no  longer  able  to  bear  the  oppofition  of  Enmity  to  . 
a  fet  of  men  who  were  become  odious  to  him,  refolved  to  pull  tht  cburc^. 
off  the  mafk,  and  to  declare  himfelf  an  irreconcileable  enemy  find  the 
not  only  to  sJl  ecclefiaftics,  of  ail  denominations,  but  to  all  l^ortu- 
the  Portuguefe  in  his  dominion,  whom  he  &y\^^  a  fet  of  beg-  gwfei 
garly  indigents,  who  were  forced  by  hunger  and  poverty  to 
abandon  their  native  country,  and  to  feek  for  a  livelihood 
among  aU  diftant  nations  that  would  harbour  theni.   Thefe  he 
not  only  threatened  to  exterminate,  but,  to  fhew  that  he  waa 
in  earncft,  made  all  the  hafte  he  could  to  raife  all  the  forces  rai/es  a 
(or  as  they  may  be  more  properly  called,  thernilitia}  of  hxs'^^fl  army 
;  kingdom,    which,    when   brought  together   and   muttered,  againft 

amounted,  as  we  are  told,  to  nine  hundred  thoufand  men  j  a'^'*- 
I   prodigious  number  this !  But  it  will  appear  lefs  incredible  to 
our  reader,  tf  he  remen^bers  what  hath  been  faid  before,  of 
the  extraordinary  populoufnefs  of  that  country,  and  of  their 
mediod  of  raifing  fuch  ftupendous  armies  ^. 

All  this  while  the  Portuguefi^  well  informed  of  his  threats,  f^^  p^^^ 
and  that  thofe  vaft  preparations  were  intended  againft  them,  tugucfe 
\  had  found  out  a  fpecious  pretence  for  being  beforc-haod  with  are  before 
j   him,  and  revived  their  former  demands  for  finding  out  \^t  hand  njoith 
I  gold  and  filver  mines,  purfuant  to  the  offer  which  king  Al-  him<i 
I   vartTi  had  made  of  them  to  Philip  king  of  Spairiy  as  was  lately 
I   mentioned,  and  were  come  to  a  refolution  to  be  no  longer 
I   baffled  with  the  delays  of  the  Kongoefe  court,  but  to  go  and 
t   feize  upon  them  vi  (ff  arms  ;  fo  that,  under  that  pretext,  t\ity  fiize  on  the 
i   had  not  only  raifed  afuiEcient  force  to  make  head  againft  that  loldmineA 
I   bluftering  monarch,  but  had  already  penetrated  pretty  far  into 
I   his  dominions  by  that  time  he  had  got  his  numerous  army 
I    together. 
I  *  Scebefore,  pag.  63,  &  feq.  94,  &  fcq. 

'    mod  foleran  devotions,  he  mail  This  anfwer,  which  would  have 

i    notbcfurprifed,  if  he  thought  it  mollified  the  king's  refentment  ' 

his  daty  to  admonifh  and  expof-  if  he  had  had  the  lead,  regar4 
I    talate  with  him,  as  became  his  for  chriftianity  left,  only  enrag- 
fooftion  and  dignity,.    Bat  that  ed  him  the  more;  fo  that,  in 
I    if  his  nu^eily  had  ftill  any  worfe  the  height  of  his  rage,  he  fwore 
;    dcfigfis  againft  it,  he  (hould  find  he  would  be  fp^fediiy  revenged, 
!    him  and  his  whole  clergy  ready  not  only  on  the  vicar  general, 
[    to  lay  down  their  lives  tottiairt-  and  the  whole  clergy,  but  on  all 
tain  the.  honouir  of  their  holy  their    friends    and    fupporters, 
fittth,  for  which   his  majefty^s  meaning  the  F^r/^ji/^  (i). 
I    anceftors  had  (hewn  fo  laudable 
I    A  zeal,    and  profound  regard. 

I  '                  ■      -              , 
(i)  teAattn  Cova»,  /.  H.  e.  i|.  /i«,  41 9>  &  fif* 
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Heish^       Hi  did  hot,  however,  dare  depend  fofer  upon  that  daf- 
Jciwidhy  tardty  mukitude,  as  to  venture  them  againft  the  kAown  vabur 
bis  idoU-  of  the  Portuguife^  without  previouily  confulting  his  idolatrous 
trous         diviners  and  n^agicians  about  hi»  Aiccefs,  and  ofFering  feme 
frttJU.      facrificcs  to  render  their  pretended  deities  propitious  to  him. 
The  anfwer  he  received  from  thofe  juggling  priefts,  was,  dsat 
he  (hould  certainly  enter  in  triumph  into  St.  Paul  de  Loanda^  - 
which  is  the  metropolis  of  Angola^  and  belonging  to  the  Par- 
tuguefe\  and  that  ^e  prime  officers  of  that  nation  (bould  car- 
ry him  thither  upon  their  flioulders.    This  ailiirance,  fe  am- 
fidently  given  to  the  fqperftitious  king,  made  fo  ftrong  an - 
impreflion  on  his  mind,  that  he  thought  himfclf  already  vic- 
torious/and  in  pofleffion  of  that  important  place,  and  all  the 
Portuguefe  cither  dead  at  his  feet,  or  laden  with  his  chains  j; 
and,  in  this  confidence,  accelerated  the  march  of  his-  troopa 
as  much  as  poffible  againft  them. 

Both  armies  came  foon  after  in  fight  of  each  other,  and 
our  good  capuchin  aflures  us,  that  the  divine  providence  io  far 
interpofed  in  favour  of  the  P^rtfigueft^  as  to  fend  a  miraculous 
rain  of  fire,  driven  by  a  hot  fcorching  wind,  full  in  the  face  ojf 
the  enemy ;  which  fo  grievoufly  annoyed  them,  that  great  nuot- 
hers  difperfed  themfelves  and  fled,  whilft  the  Portuguefe  feU 
upon  the  reft,  and  made  a  moft^  dreadful  daughter  among 
J  them  (G).  The  king,  who  had  pofted  himfelf  on  a  fmau 
eminence,  to  obferve  the  fight,  was  foon  after  Airrounded  and 
ilain  by  them  ;  which,  being  perceived  by  the  remainder  of  hi$, 
(G)  It  is  moll  likely  that  the  child  in  her  arms,  who  ftood  all 
whole  miracle  coniifted  only  in  the  time  of  the  a^ioo  at  the. 
the  blowing  of  one  of  thofe  right  hand  of  the  Portugui/e  ge- 
burning  hot  winds  which  are  fo  neral,  and  feemed  to  direft  all 
frequent  in  all  thefe  hot  regions;  his  motions ;  and  that  he  could 
the  dreadful  efFe£ls  of  which  we  not  but  know  her,  as  he  had 
haveelfewhere defcribed (2)5 and,  been  brought  upa  chriftian,  to 
in  the  advantageous  choice  made  be  the  Virgin  Mafy^  as  feyeral 
fay  the  Portugue/e  of  their  fitaa-  of  his  retinue  deemed  her,  who 
tion,  fo  as  to  have  it  upon  their  '  faw  the  apparition  as  well  as  he. 
backs,  whilft  it  blew  full  In  the  Yet  could  he  not  forbear  crying 
enemy's  faces.  oat,  in   a  farcaftical    manner. 

But  our  author  is  fo  fond  of  What  ftrange  people  are  thofe 
miracles,  that  he.could  not  for-  Pttugueft^  who  carry  theic 
bear  adding  another  to  that,  wives  and  children  t0  the  wars 
which  we  le^ve  to  the  reader's  ^ith  them  \  immediately  after 
choice  to  believe  or  reje6l.  which,   he  received  a  mortal 

He  tells  us,  that  the  king,    wpand,  which  put  a  ftop  at  once 
from  his  eminence,  beheld  a  fine    to  hissprofane  je0,  and  his  iic^* 
majert ic  lady ,  furrounded  with    pious  fife  and  reign  ( |). 
luminous   rays,  and  holding  a 

.    (a)  B.fjrg^,L  XV.  />,  5s,  fif  alib.  ptff,        (3)  Gnr«K.  */.  Uhai.  t^fup.  r. 
13.;..  423,  ^/f/.  ■    '  '      ""^     . 
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army,  occaljpncd  an  univcrfal  flight;  and  the  Portuguefe^  1666. 
,  weary  by  this  time  of  butchering  them,  neither  offered  to  ftopjl^e/^*//^ 
or  purfuc  them.  They  contented  thcmfelves  with  cutting  oSandJlain. 
Ac  impious  kmg's  head,  arid  carrying  it  in  triumph  to  their  ^"f^^ 
capital  of  LcatSa^  into  which  he  made  indeed  a  foleiiin  kind  'T^'* 
of  entry,  though  very  different  from  that  which  he  had  pro-  ^•*^* 
mifed  to  himfelf,  from  the  anfwer  of  his  juggling  prielb  *. 

Hp  had  feigned  about  three  years,  when  his  defeat  and 
death  put  an  end  to  that  war,  which  feemed  to  threaten  not 
\  only  the  total  extirpation  of  the  Partuguefe  nation,  but  of  the 
1  chnfiiaii  religion,  out  of  his  dominions.    But  the  kingdom 
I  was  not  yet  free  from  the  danger  of  falling  under  the  power 
I  of  even  a  more  impious  and  mercilefs  tyrant :  this  .was  a  prince 
I  of  the  blood,  but  one  of  th^  lewefl  ciafs^  whom  the  late  king 
had  fpared,  as  appearing  too  defpicable  in  his  eye  to  be  worth 
his  notice,  or  raife  his  jealoufy  ;   but  who,  taking  advantage  xVIIItlL 
of  the  confufion  that  reigned  every- where,  after  the  latcpiwAit^ 
bloody  overthrow,  and  the  king's  death,  gathered  up  a  fufiici-  tonio 
entfor<:e  to  enable  him  to  feize  upon  the  crown  by  downrighty^/«e/  mpd^ 
violence,  and  caufed  himfetf  to  be  proclaimed  under  the  name  tbg crown. 
(A  AlvarcxVlh 

He  was  a  monfter  of  impiety,  cruelty,  and  lewdnefs,  and 
po  farther  a  chriftian,  than  as  he  had  been  bap ti fed  in  his  in-^ 
fancy,  but  had  neither  been  inflrudied  in  the  principles  of 
fhrittianity,  nor  ever,  made  afiy  profeflion  of  it.    His  reign, 
Whilfi  it  lafted,  was  one  continued  feries  of  the  moft  horrid 
(nurders,  extortions,  and  licentioufnefs  of  all  kinds,  till  he  be* 
came  fo  odious  to  all  his  fubje£is,  that  they  rofe  up  in  arms  5  ^^*  '^^^f 
fnd,.  with  the  afEflancc  of  the  count  of  Sogm,  drove  him  from  /^^^  ^'* 
thence,  in  the  month  of  June  of  that  very  fame  year  K     The  ^^'  '^* 
count  immediately  caufed  the  ftates  of  the  kingdom  to  be  con-  '^^'*^* 
yened,  who  made  choice  of  another  prince  of  the  blood,  about  hfucceti- 
twenty  years  of  age,  who  took  upon  him  the  name  of  jilva*  ^Hy 
r«  VIII.   and  was  the  19th  chriflian  king.     He  was  a  wife    XlXtb, 
and  promifing  prince,  and  might  have  ihade  his  fubjeds  once  Alvarez 
more  happy,  and  himfelf  have  enjoyed  a  longer  and  more  VIII ; 
peaceable  reign,  had  he  not  found  the  kingdom  diflra£ied  by 
fadions,  and  fo  miferably  exhaufted  of  all  its  wealth   and 
ftrengrh  by  the  dreadful  wars  and  horrid  butcheries  of  the 
two  former  reigns,  ^hich  fiirntflied  the  then  marquis  of  Pirn- 
^  ^  a  prince  no  lefs  ambitious  than  powerful,  an  eafy  oppor- 
tunity to  revolt  from  him>  and,  in  a  little  while,  to  wrench  the  *^*^  ",^- 
c^own  from  him,  before  he  had  enjoyed  it  full  four  years.  ^^''^*'^4j' 
And  with  this  reiparkable  epocha  our  author  conduces  his  '^^  ^!^'  ^f 
hiftory  of  the  Kongoefi  monarchs  m  9  fince  which  we  do  not  ^^™°*' 
bear  of  any  author  who  hath  thought  fit  to  continue  it  farther. 
'  Ca^az.  ap.  Labat,  ubi  fup.  .  ^  Id.  ibid^ad  fin.  cap.  13. 

JPehoc,  vid.  fup.  p.  38.        «  ^ATAZ.  ib.  voK  ii.  ^.  425,  &  fipq. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

I'be  Hijlory  of  the  Kingdom ^of  Angohy  or  Dongo. 

W#  king*  TT  AV  I N  G  gone  through  the  hiflory  of  the.  kingdom  of 
dam  of  JljL  ^^^^  proper  y  we  come  now  to  fpeak  of  thofe  other 
Angola,  provinces  which  formerly  made  a  part  pf  that  vaft  empire>  and 
were  fubjeft  to  its  monarchs,  but  were,  in  procefs  of  time, 
difmembered  from  it ;  and  from  inferior  Iord(hips,  or  govern- 
ments, ere<Sled  themfelves  into  confiderable  kingdoms,  under 
their  own  monarchs,  though  in  fome  refpedls  ftill  tributary  to 
thofe  of  Kongo  * :  in  the  delcribing  of  which  we  (hall  avoid  as 
much  as  pofHble  repeating  any  thing  which  has  been  faid  in 
4  the  laft  chapter,  concerning  the  Kongoefe  nTition  in  general, 
with  refpcft  to  their  religion,  government,  commerce,  pro- 
duce, cunoms,  and  other  luch  particulars,  wherein  they  differ 
from  each  other  only  in  very  inconftderable  matters  ;  but  con- 
fine ourfelves  to  fuch  wherein  we  find  an  eilential  difference 
between  them  :  fo  that,  where-ever  the  reader  meets  with  no- 
thing of  this  kind  in  the  following  defcription  of  them,  he  may 
conclude  them  to  agree  with  the  general  defcription  already 
given  of  the  kingdom  of  Kongo  \  We  there  obferved  that 
the  two  principal  provinces  which  difmembered  theqifelves 
'  from  It,  and  ereAea  themfelves  }nto  independent  feingdoms, 
were  thofe  of  Angola  on  the  fouth^  and  Loango  on  the  north  *=^ 
We  fhall  now  begin  with  the  former,  as  the  mpfl  confiderable 
pf  the  two,  if  not  in  extent,  yet  in  wealth,  commerce,  fruitful- 
nefsj  and  other  advantages,  which  we  (ball  have  occafion  tQ 
mention  in  the  fequel. 

S  E  C  T.    L 

"ibi  Siiuationj  Exlent^  limits ^  ClimafCy  ice.  of  the 
Kingdom  ^  Angola. 

^i  antient  TP  HIS  country,  which  was  antiently  called  Abonda^  or 
jw««.  -*■  Ambonda^  and  fince  DongOy  and  by  the  Portuguefe  Angola^ 
and  is  moft  commonly  known  by  this  laft  amon?  the  Euro-' 
peansp  may  be,  for  diftin£tion  fake,  divided  into  Angola  proper^ 
Or  that  which  was  antiently  a  province  of  KongOy  and  the  king- 
dom of  Angola  J  as  it  W4s  afterwards/ormed  into,  and  vaftljr  en- 

*  See  before,  p.  18,  &fcq,        ^  Ibid.  p.  19,  &  fcq,        «  Ibid, 
p.  22,  &  feq. 
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largd  by  its  nt\f  monarchs,  after  ^hcy  had  made  themfelves  Divtfim 
independent  of  it.     In  the  fir  ft  fcnfe,  it  is  confined  between  fA  Ango- 
|hc  two  rivers  of  D^nda^  which  parts  it  from  that  on  the  ^** 
north,  and  that  of  C^nza^  or  as  others  write  it,  though  more 
improperly,  ^anfay  pn  l;he  fouth.     In  the  fecond  fenfe,  that  Extent 
is  with  its  additional  conquefts;  it  extends  itfelf  along  the  amdiimU^^ 
Ethiopic .  coafts,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Danda  above-men*^ 
t'pned,  fituate  in  8  degr.  10  min.  of  S.  latitude,  to  that  called 
^u  Fraficisy  in  1 3  deg.  1 5  min.  according  to  fome;  but  accord* 
ing  to  the  moft  accurate  geographers,  quite  to  Cape  Negroy 
m  16  degr.  21'^     According  to  this  laft  extent  the  kingdom 
I   of  Jngo/a  forms  a  coaft  of  eight  degrees  and  fome  minutes, 
(bat  is,  160  leagues,  of  480  miles,  and  upwards,  but,  with  its 
[  \^inding,  reckoned  a  great  deal  more  ftill  * ;   and  the  Caio 
das  Vaccasy  or  the  Cape  of  Cows,  which  lies  In  12  degr.  22 
minutes,  cuts  it  in  the  middle,  what  is  its  breadth  from  weft 
^  to  eaft,  pr  its  extent  from  the  fea  coaft  into  the  inland,  is  very 
>  diffbrent,  afid,  for  the  moft  part,  unknown,  efpecially  as  one 
I  advances  farther  towards  the  fouth ;  biit  its  greateft  depth  eaft^ 
[  ward  is  i(i  the  province  of  >!fe^?/tf  ^r^/»fr,  which  we  are  now 
todefcribe. 

This  part  of  the  AngoKc  kingdom,  and  by  far  the  moft  coi^- 
(iderable,  is  fi.tuate,  as  hath  been  already  hinted,  between  the 
two  great  rivers  of  Danda  on  the  north,  which  parts  it  oa 
that  fide  from  Kongo  proper ^  and  that  of  Coanza^  which  parts 
it  from  thofe  of  Cahez^  on  the  fouth  "*.  It  hath  on  the  eaft 
the  kingdoms  of  Metamba  and  Higher  Ganghela^  and  the  oceaa 
on  the  weft.  The  whole  country  is  very  mountainous,  there 
being  but  few  plains  to  be  met  with  in  it,  except  on  the  mari- 
time fide,  and  between  the  huge  ridges  of  the  mountains. 

Wi  have  dcfcribed  the  former  of  thefe  rivers  in  the  laft  Rivers, 
chapter  ^.     The  Qoanza  is  large,  deep,  and  tapid,  and  empties     ' 
itfcjfinto  the  fame  ocean  with  the  Dand^y  about  the  9th  deg.  9^****"* 
20"  fouth  latitude,  and  about  12  leagues  fouth  oi  Loanda  San^^^ ^^^^ 
fWi9,  capital  of  the  kingdom.     It  is  navigable  150  miles  up-  ^"j^^/' 
wards,  quite  to  Camifambay  where  the  Portugueje  have  a  for-^     '* 
trels  and  capitaneria,  or  fettlement,  under  a  governor  ftyled  by 
theip  Captain.     It  abounds  with  variety  of  mh,  forms  feveral 
jflands,  and  has  fome  catai'ads,  one  in  particular,,  which  bears 
its  name.     As  for  its .  fource,  and  the  length  of  ground  it  crofles 
from  eaft  to  weft  before  it  comes  to  the  Portuguefe  fettlement, 

t  Lopez  apud  Pigafet,  c.   7.    Lin5ch6t,  Davity,  Dap* 
iBi(.  Jarric,  vol.  ii.  c.  6.     Labat  ex  Cavaz.  lib.  i.-c.  5.  &  a!.; 
*  LiNscHOT  Kongo.    Jarric,  lib.  ii.  c.  6.  Corneii..  Davity. 
Dapper,  Cataz.  ap.  Labat,  lib.  i.  c.  5.  &  al.  •  Before, 
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it  is  altogether  unknown,  as  well  as  the  eafiern  countriei 
which  it  waters,  and  the  many  rivers  it  receives  in  its  couife. 
'I'he  chief  of  ^efe  are  ikitMocoSy  Luentty  and  Calucala,  Its 
mouth,  which  runs  between  the  capes  Palmerino  and  Lege^  is 
above  a  league  wide ;  the  northern  ihore  is  the  deepeft,  and 
tiiat  at  which  the  vefiels  fail  in*  It  hath  a  good  depth  all  die 
way  up  to  Cambantbay  but  afterwards  is  fall  of  rocks  and 
dreadful  cafcades,  which  render  its  courfe  fo  rapid  that  there  is 
no  poffibility  of  going  higher.  Its  fall  into  the  ocean  is  like- 
wife  fo  rapid,  that  the  fea  appears  quite  muddy  two  or  three 
leagues  below  it.  Its  mouth  is  not  eafily  perceived  from  the 
open  fea,  by  reafon  of  ail  ifland  quite  covered  with  high  trees, 
Which  lies  juft  before  it.  About  fifteen  or  fixteen  leagues 
above  it,  it  divides  its  waters  into  two  ilreams,  of  which  the 
fouthern  is  the  deepeft  and  moft  frequented  f . 

The  two  chief  iflands  that  are  formed  by  this  river  arc  thit 
of  MajfandeTy  which  is  fix  leagues  long,  and  about  two  miles 
brqad,  and  is  very  fertile  in  maize,  or  Turkty  wheat,  millet,  and 
fome  other  grains,  which  are  reaped  at  three  different  feafons 
of  the  year.  It  produces  likewife  A  vafl  quantity  of  minhioc, 
^  root  of  which  they  make  a  coarfe  kind  of  pieal,  which  ferves; 
them  inilead'of  bread ;  and  nouriflies  vaft  numbers  of  palm  and 
other  fruit  trees,  of  which  we  havefpoken  in  the  lalt  chapter «. 
The  other  ifland  is  called  Motchiama^  about  four  or  five  miles 
longy  and  one  in  breadth,  moiUy  plain,  and  producing  variety 
of  roots  and  herbs,  and  breeds  plenty  of  cattle.  There  were  for- 
merly five  or  fix  Portuguese  families  fettled  upon  it,  who  car- 
ried on  a  confiderablc  ti'ade  in  them,  efpecially  in  flaves  \ 
Other  rivers,  which  crofs  the  kingdom  of  Angolay  between  the 
Danda  and  Coanza  above  mentioned,  are  the  Beqngo^  or  Zem- 
%a\  which  runs  in  the  fame  weflerly  courfe,  through  the  pro- 
vince of  its  name,  of  which  wefhall  fpeak  in  the  fequel,  an4 
empties  itfelf  into  the  fame  ocean  ;  and  fome  other  fmall  ones, 
of  which  we  (hall  make  mention  hereafter.  One  thing  mori 
we  muft  add  concerning  thefe  two  rivers  oit)anda  and  Coanzi_ 
making  the  northern  and  fouthern  boundaries  of  the  kingdom 
is,  that  though  their  mouths  ^re  hardly  above  70  or  80  miles 
from  each  other,  yet  their  diflance  grows  fo  confiderably  wider 
by  their  defledion,  as  you  penetrate  farther  eaflward  into  the 
inlands,  as  to  be  much  above  twice,  if  not  three  times,  tM 
number,  though  how  much  cannot  be  e^aftly  known  *. 

But  befides  the  provinces  inclofed  bejtween  thefe  two  rivcrSj^ 
there  are  feverajo^^hfe^s  included  formerly  within  the  boundaries 
ofthe-^f-wg-^jAVkingdom,  which  our  capuchin  had  likcwifevifitcd^ 


f  Cavaz.  Dapper,  i(  al.  fup.  citat.      s  Before,  p.  27,  &  fe^- 
^  Iide];n.  ibid.      '    '      \  Pavity,  DAPPsa,  &  ftl.  iibi  fup. 
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and  are  fituated  01^  the  fouth  of  die  Coanza  above-mentioned,  the  riq^er, 
afld  extending  themfelves  as  far  as,  or  even  beyond,  the  Lutano^ 
Qt  Lutina^  or,  as  the  Portuguefe  have  fmce  named  it,  Rio  San 
Frandfio,  or  St.  Francis* s  River y  which  is  another  very  confi* 
derable  one,  and  which  difembogues  itfelf,  after  receiving  many 
others  into  its  bofom,  into  the  fame  Ethiopic  ocean,  about  the 
13th  degree  of  S.  latitude,  or  about  three  degrees  and  a  half 
fouth  of  the  Caanza  ^.    Thefe  provinces  are  fiill,   or  the  Still mh* 
greateft  part  of  them,  involved  in  the  fame  barbarifmof  man-  cowverted 
Hers,  and  abominable  idolatries,  as  the  Giagai^  formerly  de-  ^"^  ^«^-    . 
fcribcd  '  5  being  little  better  than  favagcs  in  human  fliape.   In  ^^rous. 
Ibis  moft  ge<^aptiers,  as  w^li  as  our  capuchin,  who  have  gone 
throc^  them  all,  unanimoufly  agree  \  but  as  to  their  fituation^ 
extent,  limits,  and  even  their  names,  they  all  differ  from 
each  other.     We  IhaU  therefore  chiefly  follow  him  in  the  divi- 
Son  and  defcription  he  hath  given  us  of  them  in  the  fame  or- 
der he  hath  fet  them  down,  and  only  take  notice  of  what  is  pe-* 
culiar  and  moft  remarkable  in  each  of  them. 

The  kingdom  of  Angokty  according  to  him  «,  is  divided  in-  ^he  di^^ 
to  Seventeen  provinces,  among  which  that  of  ^enguela  ftill  re-  fion  of 
tiins  the  title  of  kingdom,  though  in  other  refpects  reduced  Angola 
to  a  level  with  the  reft.     i.  The  province  of  ChiJJ'ama  holds  i^^^  \7 
ftc  firft  rank,  and  is  fituate  under  the  i  itli  degree  of  fouth  la-  fro'vinces. 
titude,  near  dhe  mouth  of  the  Cff^TfZtf.     It  is  now  become  a       ^^ 
fwrUqwfe  fettlement,  or  captainrick  5  the  people  there  pre-  chiffama. 
tend  to  fome  peculiar  immunities  and  privileges  above  the  reft, 
but  die  Portuguefe  governor  and  officers  have  thought  fit  to  un- 
deceive  them  from  this  fond  conceit,  by  uiing  them  with  more 
arbitrarinefs  and  harflmefs  than  any  of  the  other  provinces. 
Here  are  three  commanderies,  whofe  defpotic  governors  be* 
have  more  like  tyrants  than  inferior  officers  over  the  natives ; 
which  is  perhaps  one  caufe,  why  the  country,  which  is  moftly  ^ 
mountainous,  is  fo  poorly  cultivated  by  them.    It  abounds  tri^uces  d 
however  with  a  peculiar  ult^  which  the  peafants  make  from  z  fine  fait  in 
briny  kind  of  water  which  they  dig  for,  and,  being  congealed,  great  re-' 
diey  caft  it  into  oblong  iquare  cakes  like  brickt,  of  about  five  or  f^O^* 
fix  inches  in  length,  like  thofe  we  have  formerly  defcribed  in 
Mffinia  ^  ;  and  thofe  they  exchange  with  the  Portuguefe  for 
meal,  oil,  and  other  commodities,  it  is  reckoned  fo  excellent, 
sot  only  for  food  but  for  phyfic,  as  being  a  pleafant  diuretic, 
that  the  merchants  convey  it  through  all  Ethiopia^  and  make 
an  extraordinary  gain  of  it.    The  province  abounds  likewife 
withgne  honey  and  wax,  but  labours  under  an  extreme  icar« 

.    ^  Cavaz«  ap.  Labat,Kb.  1.  c*  5.  *  Before,  p.  10, 

^fcq.  ^  La* AT,  ubi  fup,  p.  6o,  &  feq.  ^  Vol. 

3iy.  p.  92,  &  feq. 
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city  of  frcfli  water,  becaufe  they  have  no  rain  from  May  to 
Ohohtr^  and  their  mountains  are  without  fprings  or  rivers ;  {i^ 
that  thofe  who  are  near  the  Coanza  are  glad  to  fetch  their  wa- 
ter from  tl^at  river,  though  at  the  hazard  of  being  devoured  by 
the  wild  beafh^  which  f(Varm  along  its  banks, 
jj^  2.  The  next  province  is  that  of  Sumbiy  fituate  under  die 

Sumbi.      f^Q^c  climate  with  the  former.  The  natives  are  tall  and  ftrong, 
7befe&ple  but,  lik^  the  reft  of  the  Ethiopitins^  are  fo  lazy  and  inddent, 
iascy  tW    that,  though  their  country  is,  for  the  moft  part,  flat  and  well 
Ji9Ht.         watered  by  the  Ricos  Cailm^  Cakhmbokij  and  other  fmaller  ri* 
vers,  and  confequently  very  fit  for  breeding  vaft  herds  of  catde 
of  all  kinds,  as  well  as  for  (owing  of  grain  ;  yet,  partly  throi^h 
indolence,  and  partly  through  the  vaft  numbers  of  wild  beafis^ 
which  they  negled  to  deftroy,  they  do  not  improve  thefe  ad- 
vantages by  a  tenth  part  fo  much  as  they  might,  unleis  it  be 
in  fome  of  the  iflands  that  lie  at  the  mouth  of  the  CalcmMa^ 
which  are  very  rich)  populous,  and  free  from  voracious  beafiSf 
and  where  they  breed  vaft  quantities  of  excellent  cattle; 
J  3.  The  third  provin<ie  is-that  oi  Bgnguik^  which,  as  we 

Benguela,  hinted  above,  ftill  retains  the  title  of  kingdom,  and  is  per«^ 
hearing  *  fitted  to  enjoy  fome  fmall  privileges  by  its  mafters  the  P^r« , 
the  title  of^H^^fi'  The  river  Rimha^  called  alfo  Cumani^  borders  it  oit 
kingdom,  the  eaft,  and  the  Coanxa  and  Cuhogt  on  the  north,  and  its  ex" 
htJalL  tent  weftward  reaches  quite  to  Copt  Negro.  It  produces 
abundance  of  fait,  though  of  an  inferior  nature  from  that  late** 
ly  fpoken  of,  but  which  is  yet  in  great  requeft,  and  the  nier« 
Zimhi,  or  chants  lade  their  veiTels  with  it  for  exportation.  The  zimU^ 
fiill-tM'  or  cockle- money,  formerly  mentioned  ^,  are  caught  upon  it» 
«^.  its  coaft,  and  pafs  in  payment  either  by  weight  or  meafuTe. 

The  country,  which  is  moftly  mountainous,  fwarms  with  wild 
beafts,  particularly  elephants,  rhinoceroifes,  and  wild  mules  \  the 
former  of  them  is  a  dainty  difli  wkh  the  Negroes,  efpecially  af- 
ter it  begins  to  crawl  with  worms.     The  lions,  tigers,  croco- 
diles, and  other  carnivorous  kinds,  deftuy  vaft  quantities  of  their 
Afronv    ^^^®-     They  have  but  few  flat  lands,  except  towards  the  fea- 
firtrefi      ^^^»  where  the  Portuguefe  have  eredted  a  ftout  fortrefs,  called 
andgarri'  ^^^^r*/ Srff^£/f^,  in  which  they  maintain  a  ftronggarrifon,  to  keep 
fin,  the  favage  Giagas  in  awe,  who  had  alnioft  ruined  the  whole 

country,  during  the  reigns  of  their  antient  monarchs ;  who, 
though  they  ftyled  this  province  alooe  their  kingdom,  yet  oe-. 
ver  reftded  in  it,  but  committed  the  government  of  it  to  fome 
faithful  Sona,  or  noble,  but  who  were  hardly  ever  pow- 
erful enough  to  withftand  the  inroads  of  thofe  plundering 
barbarians.  So  that  it  was  a  happinefs  for  this  province  that 
it  was  conquei^d  by  the  Portuguefe^  and  put  under  the  govcrn- 

•  Vid.  fupra,  p.  93,  &  fcq. 
•     •  incDt 
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ment  of  the  viceroy  oi  Angola  ^     But  with  all  their  care  and  Itsantitm 
power,  they  have  not  been  able  to  rcftore  it  to  its  priftine  ^XtftrtUity 
of  plenty,  when  their  fertile  plains  produced  numberlefs  herds  impairtJU 
of  cattle,  both  fmall  and  great,  and  of  exceffive  bignefs,  which 
arc  now  become  very  fcarce«  Nor  hath  their  zeal  been  able  as 
yet  to  reduce  the  natives  froni^  their  old  idolatry  ;  though  our 
author  tells  us  fome  of  ihem  began  in  his  time  to  give  a  little 
more  attention  to  the  miifionaries. 

4.  Th£  province  of  Rimha^  fituate  between  that  of  Sumhi     4tk. 

I  on  the  weft,  Luhoh  on  the  north,  Tamba  on  the  tiSiy  and  Sat*  Rinibay 
I  ta  on  the  fouth,  is  divided  into  twenty  lordibips  or  diftri£ts,  ondiu  so 
I  wfaofe  lords  take  care  to  entertain  a  good  number  of  militia,  ^rd/hlfg^ 
\  It  produces  great  ftore  of  grain,  and  abundance  of  fiih.    They 
are  moftly  idolaters  ;  but  our  author,  who  was  there  an.  1658, 
tells  us  that  be  found  them  very  docile,  and  had  the  fatisfadion 
to  baptize  a  good  number  of  them  ^. 

5.  The  province  of  Scetta^  on  the  fouth  of  the  former,  and      ptb. 
on  the  north  of  Benguela^  is  one  of  the  moft  rocky  and  moun-  Scetta. 
tainous  in  all  the  kingdom,  particularly  on  one  fide,  where  a  Itsftmpem* 
ridge  of  perpendicular  rocks  covers  a  (pace  of  thirty  miles  ini  iious  ru^ 
knphy  without  interruption,  and  looks  like  a  whole  folid  ofrnh^ 
pece  c]it  ftr^ght  downwards,  as  if  done  by  the  plummet. 

The  top  of  it  however,  dreadful  as  it  looks,  is  both  well  inha-  WtUinbm- 
bited  and  cultivated,  enjoys  ai  ferene  and  wholefome  air,  and  hiuiaiUk 
plenty  of  frefli  water  $  which  may  well  be  looked  upon  as  a  "^atmd. 
wonder  in  Aich  a  burning  climate  as  this,  and  yet  is  no  more 
than,  as  we  have  (hewn  in  a  former  chapter,  is  to  be  met  with 
in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  of  AhiJJinia  r.     The  low  lands  Thi  Un 
are  likewife  fertile,  and  well  watered,  and  feed  prodigious  Az;»«///cr' 
herds  of  cattle;  which  would  ftill  be  mote  numerous  were  it  not  //V#. 
for  the  wild  beafts  that  devour  them*  TheHvers  and  torrents  Jronhath 
which  come  down  from  the  hills,  carry  with  them  vaft  quan-  lemm^ 
tides  of  iron  ore,  which  the  inhabitants  gather  carefully,  by  heri. 
laying  of  ftraw  and  other  fuch  materials  acro(s  the  ftream  to 
receiveit ;  and,  having  laid  it  up  in  heaps^  convert  it  into  me- 
tal by  dint  of  fire,  and  make  an  excellent  iron  of  it.     There 
are  found  likewife  in  this  country  great  quantities'  of  a  kind 
of  tranfparent  ore,  pointed  at  one  end,  which  they  call  TWrr, 
and  believe  to  be  engendered,  in  the  air,  and  fail  from  thence 
in  thundering  weather  ;  nor  is  itpoflible  to  convince  them  of 
the  contrary.     In  this  province  the  refiuence  of  the  governor  is 
built  on  the  declivity  of  a  high  mountain,  called  Lomho^  on 
the  frontiers  between  this  and  the  province  of  Rimba^  and  he 

P  Cavazzi  ap.  Labat,  ubi  fup.  p.  68,  &  feq.  ^  Ibid. 

p.  70.  ^  '  Sec  before,  vol.  xv.  p.93,  &  fcq. 


Digitized 


byGobgle 


,76  ri€Mnaak  Hipry  0/       B.  XVIL 

i»  To  powerful  that  he  bath  twenty-two  inferior  governors  un- 
der him  *. 
iSth.  6.  The  province  of  Bembeoy  which  is  divided  into  Higher 

High  and  and  Lower^  extends  itfelf  on  one  fide  aloi^  the  fea,  and  on 
LowBem-  the  other  divides  the  kingdom  of  Angola  from  the  other  foreign. 
bea.  ftates  on  the  fouth.    The  country  is  large,  populous,  and 

abounds  with  large  and  fmall  cattle,  with  the  fat  of  which 
they  anoint  their  heads  and  bodies,  and  clothe  themfelves 
Morifm-    ^^^'^  ^^^'^  hides,  coariely  dreffed.  '  They  ait  addided  to  the 
wage  than  ^^°^^  idolatrous  fuperftitions  with  other  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
ibi  refi,     hut  fpeak  a  quite  different  language*     They  ufe  a  politic  ftra^^ 
tagem  in  war,  which  is  to  drive  great  numbers  of  their  cadle 
Sfratagoft  towards  that  fide  on  which  the  enemy  is  expeded,  wbilft  they 
im  war.     jj^  perdue  either  under  the  high  grais,  upon  their  bellies,  or 
lurking  among  the  heath  or  coj^es,  which  feldom .  fail  of 
inticbg  them  out  to  the  plunder  -,  upon  which  they  furioully 
fally  upon  them,  in  the  height  pf  their  diforder,  with  thehr 
arined  clubs,  and  force  them  to  furrender  themfelves,  in  ordet 
€0  be  fold  for  (laves  to  the  Europians.    The  great  river  Luta-* 
m,  or  San  prancifco^  waters  and  fertilizes  moft  part  of  this  pro*^ 
vince,  but  fwarms  with  crocodiles,  fea-horfes,  and  monffaroiit 
ferpents,  which,  befides  deflroying  much  of  its  fiih,  do  a  grefll 
deal  ofmifchiefto  the  adjacent  grounds* 
,         .  7.  T£MBA  is  a  dat  low  province,  full  of  fmall  rivers  ae<f  ' 
Tcmba     '^v^'^'s*    The  Rio  Longo,  or  Long  RiviTy  fprings  there  out 
of  a  rock,  on  which  the  Portuguefe  have  built  afortrefs,  which 
defends  the  whole  difhid.    Four  other  rivers  fall  into  the 
RioLongOy  which  fwell  it  very  much,  and  make  it  navigable  a 
Ahmnub     confiderable  way.     The  whole  country  abounds  with  wild 
^ib  WiV  cows  and  mules,  which  might  be  of  great  fervice,  if  thena- 
tattk^       ttves  had  the  fenfe  to  tame  them,  inftead  of  hunting  them  for 
food.    It  produces  likewife  fome  excellent  roots,  one  in  patti^ 
and'whoU  ^yj^^,  much  like  to  our  iMirfnips,  butof  a  finertaile,  and  af- 
Jme roots,  f^^^  ^  pmiy  the  blood,  and  attenuate  the  {)hlegm.     The 
province  is  divided  into  twelve  lordCbips,  whbfe  chie6,  thc^ 
under  the  protedion  of  the  Portuguefey  yet  live  free  and  inde* 
pendent,  and  arc  only  obliged  to  furniih  them  with  a  certain 
number  of  militia^  in  cafe  of  need.     And  though  they  oftetk 
quarrel  with  each  other,  yet  could  never  be  fubdued  by  the 
Partugueftyhixt  were  as  quickly  reunited  as  they  perceived 
Jthemfelves  in  any  danger  from  that  quarter.     Our  author  had 
the  fatisfa£tion  to  convert  ai^d  baptize  a  good  number  of  the 
natives,  an^  1658^  wbilfl  he  was  among  them,  and  to  find  in 
many  of  the  reft  a  ready  difpofition  to  forfake  their  abominable 
idolatries  ■. 

•  Cavaz.  ubi  fup.  p.  70.  •  lid.  ibid.  p.  75.  &  fcq. 

8*  Oacco, 
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8;  Oacco,  iitiiate  between  the  Coanw  on  the  north-eafl',     8th. 
and  Lubqlo  on  the  ibuth-weft,  is  beautifully  variegated  with  Oacco, 
bills  and  i^ains,  without  any  of  tbofe  high  rocky  mountains 
.which  cover  fome  other  provinces,  and  is  fo  well  watered  with  Ah9mdi  in 
rivcfS;  and  fprings  of  excellent  wa(er,  as  render  it  one  of  the^'**»^'> 
moft  delightful  provinces  in  that  kingdom.     The  misfortune  ^^* 
is,  that  the  natives  have  not  induflry  enough  to  cultivate  it, 
as  it  deferves  j  and  what  is  ftill  worfe,  the  lords  of  it  will  not  ^k^  t^^ph 
allow  their  fubje&s  any  greater  quantity  of  land  than  what  v&fiinudin 
barely  fufficient  for  their  families,  and  leave  the  reft  to  g<5  J^^'j 
untilled.     The  CongOy  which  falls  into  the  Coan^^  tuns  ^^^     .. 
through  the  province,  and  renders  it  very  fertile,  but  its  fruits, 
we  are  told,  are  more  infipid  than  in  other  provinces* 

QuiNZAMBAfip,  who  was  lord    of  this  province,  zniTielordl 
was  baptized  an,  1657,  mduced,  by  his  example,  a  qft^A  of  it  hap* 
number  of  his  fubjeds  to  become  Chriftians.    He  bath  twenty  fished. 
SunOS,  or  governors,  under  him,  whofe  principal. buflnefs  is  to  Twenty 
difcipline  and  exercile  the  militia,  in  the  ufe  of  all  their  m^Lt- g^^uemori 
tial  weapons,  and  even  in  that  of  fire^-arms  :   fe  that  it  is  under  Mm. 
cfteemed  by  far  the  beft  in  the  whole  kingdom.     There  is  a7^/^^„ 
diftemper  peculiar  jto  this  cjii^ate,  which  commonly  begins //^,-^     ^ 
with  a  violent  head-ach  and  vertigo,  and  is  followed  by  con- 
Tulfioms,  which  quickly  reduce  thepatient  to  a  mere  fkeleton.  Difg^pff.^ 
'pieir  remedy  againft  it  is  a  plant  not  unlike  our  hyflbp,  which  ^ndcure^ 
diey  pulverife,  and  drink  the  infufion  of.     They  likewife  ex- 
tra^ an  oil  from  it,  with  which  they  anoint  the  parts  con- 
Vttlfed.     Our  Europeans  who  live  there,  ufe  the  above-(ai|l 
powder  in  their  drink,  broths,  ^c,  by  way  of  prevention,  with 
good  fuccefs. 

The  natives  of  thi$  province  are  likewife  fubjeft  to  a  kind  s<we//ijtg 
of  terrible  fwelling,  which  begins  at  the  mouth,  and  fpreads  / « /i^^ 
idelfall  over  the  neck,  which  it  often  fwells  to  thebigqefsQf  »#ci. 
the  head,  caufes  exceffive  pains,  and  is  often  attended  with 
ftt^bcation. 

I^E&E  is  likewife  an  infed  not  unlike  our  horfe-fiies,  \mt  jS 'vemm^ 
under  the  belly  like  our  millepede^^  whole  fting  is  fo  danger- ««/  infe&. 
ous,  that  if  a  quantity  of  blood  be  not  drawn  very  fpeedijy^  the 
per&m  is  immediately  thrown  into  a  burning  feVer,  attended 
widi  cxceffive  tortures,  that  commonly  end  in  a  total  delirium, 
and,  if  not  fpcedily  relieved,  in  convulfive  death.    The  t\2X\vts  The  fling 
ufe  a  remedy  againft  it,  which,  though  altogether  fuperftitiousifow r»r#i. 
(A),  is  yet  fo  elFedual,  that  the  Europeans^  unable  %o  bear 

the 

(A)  The  poor  idolaters,  in     conjuring  priefts  (i),  whofeek 
this  cafe,  have.  recoiirTe  to  their     oat  fo/  an  infe&  of  the  fame 
(1)  Dt  tis,  vid,fup.  p,  1 18. 

Mop.Hi«T.Voi.XVI.  «  -      fcntf. 
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the  exceffive  pain,  will  have  recourfe  to  it,  in  fpight  of  the  ex- 
prefs  prohibitions  of  the  church^  What  is  ftill  more  fufprifirig 
19,  that  thofe  who  have  been  cured  feldom  fail  of  a  relapfe,  oc* 
caiioned  by  the  bare  remembrance,  without  being  ftunga&eft; 
and  fome  of  them  feel  fuch  exceffive  torture,  that  they  have 
killed  themfelves  to  be  rid  of  it  ^ 
oth.  9-  T'he  province  of  Cabez%o  joins  to  Oace$  above- men^ 

Cabexzo.  tioned  on  the  north,  to  Lubok  on  the  fouth  ;  hath  the  Cmnu 
on  the  north- eaft,  and  Rimba  on  the  fouth- weft.     It  is  popu- 
lous, and  well  ftored  with  cattle  and  other  provifions,  and  hath 
Jhjm       a  mine  of  irdn  on  a  mountain,  called  from  thence  The  hm 
P'oit.         Jlfcuntain,  which  yields  great  quantities  of  that  metal,  which 
the  Portuguefthzvc  taught  the  natives  to  purify,  and  forge  ft 
into  warlike  and  other  ufefu!  tools.     The  J?/V  Longo^  and 
*  Other  fniall  rivulets,  lakes,  fefc.  fupply  Aem  with  plenty  of  wa- 
ter^   Their  trees  are  vaftly  large,  and  they  have  one  fort  cf 
them  not  unlike  our  apple*trecs,  the  bark  of  which,  bcii^ 
Apne  re-  jIj^jq^^j  ^j^Jj  ^  knifef,  yields  an  odoriferous  refin,  of  the  colour 
fi^'  and  confiftency  of  wax,  and  very  medicinal,  only  of  a  little 

•too  hot  a  nature  for  our  Europeans^  unlefs  qualified  by  fomc 
7ke  y-4(ffcoo\\T\%^rug.  *  Matambia'Angy^  the  lord  of  this  province,  w^ 
it  baftiz'  baptized  an.  1658,  whofe  example  excitted  many  of  his  nobles 
sJ*  and  officers,  and  a  great  number  of  his  fubjcdls,  to  do  the 

.  fame.  The  avenue  to  his  palace  had,  among  other  embd- 
lifliments,  twelve  palm-trees,  of  fuch  exquifite  largenefe  aii3 
beauty,  thiit  the  curious  came  far  and  near  to  fee  them ;  but 
they  were  originally  brought  hither  from  the  adjacent  province 
of  Lutoh, 

^  Labat  ex  Cavaz.  ibid.  p.  80,  &  fcq. 

kindi  and- put  it  into  a  hole  of  throwing  him  into  a  violent 

»w))ich  they  have  dug    in  the  fic.of  vomiting,  by  which  fogreat 

earth,  adding  fundry    fumiga-  a  part  ofthepoifon  is  thrown  oot, 

l^ons,  exorciihis,  and  fuperiti*  that  their  natural  fhrength  may 

,  ..  tions,  underftood  only  by  them  J  eafiiy  get  rid  of  the  reft    But 

after  which  they. ill  1   the  hole  yet  our  author  adds,  that  eves^ 

with  water,  and  repleniih  it  as  thofe  that  are  cured  by  diisodd' 

that  ^oks,  Sirring  it,  and  letting  method,  are,  for  the  moft  part, 

the  earth   fettle  again   feveral  feized,  fome  time  after,  with 

times*     At  laft,  without  flaying  pains  and  convuliions  in  their 

till  it  is  quite  clear,  and  divefted  nerves,  which  commonly  end  ia 

of  its  difagreeable  earthy  talle,  a  fettled  lamenefs,  and  often  in  a 

thty  give  the  patient  plenty  of  dead  ptlfey  (2). 
it  to  drink,  which  feldom  faiis 

{zj  Labst  tx  Cavaa,  libi  u  e,  5.^.  Si,  S^fif. 

10.   LUBOIO, 
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10.  LuBOLO,.fituate  along  the  fouthern  banks  of  the  Co*'     toth. 
0Mtf,  between  the  provinces  of  Cabezzo^  laft  mentioned,  on  Lubolo* 
(he  caft,  and  that  of  ^tjfama  on  the  weft.     Some  geogra- 
phers include  the  ten  provinces  above  defcribed  under  the  ge^ 
ncral  name  of  Lubolo  5  ncvcrthelefs  they  moft  of  them  agree 
that  this  we  are  upon  is  the  only  one  to  whom  that  name 
more  properly  belongs.     It  is  much  famed  for  its  noble  and 
excellent  palm-trees,  mentioned  in  the  laft  article;  and  it  Famed  fir 
feems  as  if  its  foil  and  climate  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  them,  ^^/m-Zr^/j* 
fcgready  doth  the  oil,  wine,  and  other  produce,  which  they 
yield  ^,  exceed  all  that  is  to-be  met  with  in  all  the  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom^.     The  greater  part  of  the  people  of  this 
province  are  chriftians,  after  the  example  of  their  chief  lord, 
but  not  mtich  to  be  depended  upon  for  their  zeal  and  con- 
ftancy.    They  are  tributary  to  the  Portuguefe^  and  their  mi-  Trihutarf 
litia  are  at  their  command.    All  thefe  ten  provinces  are  on  the  to  tbg  Pbr- 
ibuth  fide  of  the  Coanzai  but  as  to  their  extent,  limits,  num-  tuguefe. 
ber  of  their  governments,  and  other  fuch  particulars,  authors 
difier  fo  much  from  one  another,  that  we  dare  not  rely  on 
any,  much  lefe  atten>pt  to  direS  our  readers  to  which  of  them    . 
to  give  the  preference  (B). 

We  come  now  to  the  other  feven  provinces  within  the  Co-     i  ith. 
fiffztf,  the  principal  of  which  is  that  of  Loanda^  an  ifiand  on  Loanda. 
the  coaft  of  the  kingdom  of  BengOy  and  which  is  chiefly  re-  j^       .-   , 
markable  for  the  capital  of  Angola^  called  from  it  San  Paulo  de  if„^fl^  * 
Loanda^  built  upon  it  by  the  Portuguefe,  as  we  fhall  fee  in  the  ^^^  p^tu- 
j    fajuel,  an,  1578,  under  ihe  direSion  of  Paulo  dias  de  Novaisy  gaefe, 
!    die  firft  governor  of  that  nation  in  thefe  parts.    It  is  large  and  defcribtd. 

•  De  his,  vid.  fup.  p.  27,&feq.         ^  Cavaz.  ubi  fup.  p. 
S4,  k  feq. 

(fi)^  We  cannot  but  foppofe  induce  one  to  believe  (bad  not 

here,  }^Cania%%i  wasmiltaken  the  numbers  been  wrote  at  full 

in  the  ei^ent  he  gives  thofe  ten  length)  that  he  had  omitted  at 

provinces,  or  that  his  tran(lat6r,  leaft  the  laft  figure  ;  there  being 

labat  has  either  mifunderftood  above  feven  degrees,    or,    ac- 

him,  or  hath  faffered  fome  er*  cording  to  him,  140  leagues,  be- 

rors  to  creep  into  the  numbers  tween  the  month  of  the  CoatiTui 

of  bis  verfion,  when  he  tells  us  and  Capi  Negro,  which  is  the 

from  him,  that  they  all  put  to-  fouthern  limit  of  the  kingdom  : 

Kther  extended  only  about  25  which  is  pretty  near  the  diflance 

leagoes  from  north    to  fouth^  which  Lopez,  .and  other  authors 

and  DO  more  than  12  from  eafl  quoted  at  the  beginning  of  this 
I  to  weft,  when  his  map  of  it,  feftion,  give  us  between  thefe 
I     affixed  to  the  firft  book,  would    two  boundaries  (3). 

li)  Set  hjore,  p.  i9t&  fefl. 

N  a  populous. 
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populous,  pleafantly  fituate  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill  near  the 
fea-coaft,  and  facing  the  fouth-weft.     It  is  not  furrounded 
with   any  walls,  but  only  with  churches  and  monafteries, 
/^^  ^^/?/^,^ which  anfwer  the  fame  end.    It  is  however  defended  by  a 
ftout  and  fpacious  fortrefs,  which  hath  in  it  a  church,  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Amaro^  and  a  convent  of  Seftertians^  bcfides  (bme 
few  bulwarks  that  ferve  to  guard  the  entrance  of  the  port. 
Near  and  about  the  above-mentioned  forprefs  are  the  cailim- 
bos,  or  ditches,  which  are  a  kind  ofrcfervoirs  of  water,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Negro  flaves  belonging  to  the  town. 
CoKvcnts,       The  Jefuits,  u  ho  are  here  held  in  great  efteem,  have  their 
convent  in  the  center  of  the  city.     It  is  a  large  ftatety  edifice, 
Hofpital ;  endowed  with  a  confiderable  revenue.     On  one  fide  of  it  is 
bo^  maiH'  the  hofpital  called  The  Mifericordia^  which  hath  twenty-four 
tainsd,      rooms  or  wards,   tefides  the  apartments  of  the  directors, 
phyfician,  furgeon,  apothecary,  and  other  attendants.     The 
revenue;  of  this  hoiife  confifts  in  fome  portion  of  lands  appro* 
priated  to  it,  and  a  tax  of  two  rees  which  every  veflel  pays  to 
churches^  it  that  comes  into  the  port.     On  the  other  fide  of  the  Jefuits 
college  is  the  church  belonging  to  the  fraternity  of  5/.  John ' 

*  ihe  Baptiji.  The  cathedral,  which  ftands  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  thofe  three,  is  a  large  ftately  ftru£ture,  dedicated  to  our  ■ 
Lady  of  the  Conception^  under  which  is  another  dedicated  to 
the  Holy  Sacrament^  like  our  St,  Faith  under  St,  Pauts.  The 
Capuchins,  Carmelites,  and  other  friars,  have  likewife  their 
monafteries  and  chapels,  which,  together  with  fome  other  pa- 
rochial churches,  as  that  of  St,  Anthony  de  Lijbon^  but  vulgarly 
St,  Anthony  de  Padua^  that  of  Our  f^ady  of  Nazarethy  the  cba* 
pel  of  5/.  Mary  Magdalen^  and  fome  others'do  fo  furround  the 
city,  that  they  anfwer  the  end  of  walls  and  fortifications,  for 

*  the  fafety  of  the  inhabitants  *. 

Their  con-      Yet  do  the  Portuguefe  place  lefs  confidence  in  thefe  kinds 
fidence  in   of  bulwarks  than  they  do  in  the  protection  and  prayers  of  thofe 
their         faints  to  whom  they  are  dedicated ;  which  plainly  appears  from 
faints,       the  exaSnefs  and  magnificence  with  which  they  celebrate 
their  feftivals,  above  all  other  pppifh  towns-;  fparing  no  coft 
!.  nor  profufenefs  upon  thofe  occafions,  to  exprefs  their  high  ve- 
neration for,  confidence  in,  and  gratitude  to,  thofe  imaginary 
protectors;  infomuch,  that  among  the  feveral  fraternities  oC! 
that  city,  which  are  compofed  of  mere  laics,  merchants,  handi- 
Profujion   craftfmen,  ^c.  each  of  which  hath  a  patron  belonging  to  their 
on  their      refpedive  trades,  there  are  no  lefs,  we  are  told,  than  30,000 
fefil'vals,   crowns  fpent  every  year  on  fuch  their  annlverfary  feftivals. 

*  De hac,  vid.  Bavdramd,  Dapper,  Labat,  &  al. 

This 
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This  city  is  very  populous,  and  much  refortcd  to  (C),  as  Courts 
it  is  the  refidence  of  the  Portuguefe  governor,  or  viceroy,  oi Spiritual 
the  bifliop,  and  the  chief  courts  of  judicature,  for  the  whole  ^^^tem- 
kingdom.     The  public  buildings  ^re  furfiptuous,  as  are  thofc*^'*^^* 
of  the   merchants,   and  oflicers  both  fpiritual  and  temporal. 
The  town  is  fuppHed  with  excellent  fre(h  water  from  a  curious  Bow /up- 
fpring  in  a  neighbouring  ifland,  which  we  (hall  fpeak  of  by-  P^^^'witb 
and-by;  and  the  whole  country  round  about  is  fertile,  well  ***'*"''• 
cultivated,  and  delightfully  variegated  with  villas,  gardens, 
and  ftately  fruit-trees,  and  other  fine  viftos,  befides  that  of 
the  open  fea.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  city,  at  a  fmall  diflance 
from  it,  is  a  hill  fomewhat  higher  than  that  on  which  this  is 
built,   and  which  flill  bears  the  name.of  5^7;z  Paulo^  and  upon 
it  are  ftill  to  be  feen  fome  few  houfes,  together  with  the  ruins 
of  a  nionaftery  formerly  belonging  to  the  Jefults.     As  for  the  ' 

new  city,  it  lufFered  very  mitch  when  the  Dutch  took  it,  an. 
1641  ;  and,  after  the  cnfuing  peace,  the  Portuguefe  have  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  rcftore  it  to  its  former  fplendor,  though 
they  have  fpared  neither  pains  nor  coil  to  do  it }". 

Ijs  port  is  fpacious,  fafe,  and  commodious,  though  the  Its  port 
town  is  not  built  upon  any  river,  and  is  fheltered  by  the  fmall  andijiand 
ifland  of  Loanda^  which  lies  almofl  over-againfl  it,  at  about  e/^Loan- 
half  a  mile  diflancc  from  it.     This  ifland  is  about  five  leagues  ^^* 
in  length  and  one  in  breadth  ;  and  it  is  upon  the  coafts  of  it  ' 
that  they  fifh  for  the  zimbis,  or  fimbos,  formerly  mentioned, 
as  the  current  coin  in  mofl  parts  of  Weftirn  Ethiopia  *.     This  Ttm 
little  ifland  doth  moreover  fupply  the  capital  above-mentioned  j^r/^g-i. 
with  excellent  water,  from  the  curious  fprings  they  have  dug  in 
it ;  infomuch,  that  you  need  not  go  farther  than  two  or  three 
feet  into  the  earth  before  your  pit  is  filled  with  frefh  and  de- 

y  Labat^  &  al.  ibid.      «  Before,  p.  39,  &  (L).  93.  &  alib.  palf, 

(C)  Baudrand  tells  us,  that,  they  are  much  more  numerous, 
in  his  time,  it  was  reported  to  they  arc  moftly  mean  and  plain, 
have  no  lefs  than  3000  hoafes  built  only  of  earth,  and  thatch- 
belonging  to  the  PortHguefe^  all  ed  with  ftraw.  The  town  hath 
boilc  of  itone  and  mortar,  and  likewife  a  prodigioos  number 
covered  with  tiles,  and  mofl  of  of  (laves,  employed  in  tilling  the 
them  very  fumptaous  and  rich-  ground,  carrying  of  burdens,  sind 
ly  furnifhcd.  The  ftreets  arc  m  other  inferior  offices ;  info- 
ftrait,  wide, and  regular,  the  con-  much,  that  the  Jcfuits,  who  here  * 
vents  and  their  chapels  neat  and  oiHciate  as  parifh  priefls,  and 
decent,  ^d  fuitable  to  their  dif-  prcfide  over  the  fchools,  have  nq 
ferenr  orders.  As  for  the  houfes  lefs  than  1 2,000  under  them 
of  the  native  Negroes,  though  (4). 

(4)  Bittdrand  ViStionar,  fub.  vcc.    Lm  Murtif^itre,  &  at,  '    * 

N  3  licious 
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licious  water,  clear  and  light,  and  excellent  to  drink.  But 
here,  as  in  feveral  iflands  of  Jmerica^  and  even  nearer  in  the 
little  one  of  Cadis ^  you  muft  draw  your  water  during  the  high 
tide  ;  for  as  that  links,  it  becqmes  more  and  more  braclcifli,  till, 
zt  low  tide,  you  f}nd  it  quite  fait,  almoft  lik^thatof  the  feaitfclf. 
This  is  a  phaenomenon  that  hath  not  yet  been  accounted  for 
by  any  of  our  naturalifts,  though  too  well  known  here  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  to  admit  of  a  doubt '.  The  Poriuguefi 
have  built  abundance  of  houfes  on  this  little  ifland,  and  keep  a 
great  number  of  gardens  upon  it  well  cultivated  and  ftored. 
They  have  likewife  feveral  handfome  churches,  and  a  convent 
of  the  Jefuits  upon  it  j  befides  which  they  keep  up  a  good 
liumber  of  lime-kilns,  in  which  they  burn  Qiftcr-ihells,  and 
•  which  make  excellent  lime. 

Vaft  num-      The  reader  may  guefs  by  this  one  article,  what  a  number 
^ers  of     of  flaves   muft  be  employed  in  the  fupplying  fo  populous  a 
Javti,       place  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  that  element  only,  for  the. 
month  ;  but  the  goodnefs  of  it  makes  amends  for  the  trouble 
of  carriage.     The  bread  that  is  commonly  eaten  by  the  inha- 
bitants, being  made  of  the  meal  of  the  root  called  maniock, 
'     brought  thither  originally  by  the  Portuguefe  from  the  IVefi  In^ 
pj  »    r     ^^^^y  *^  neither  fo  pleafant  nor  fo  wholfome.  They  have  plenty 
jj-^  ^^     of  good  meat  of  all  forts,  but  their  pork  is  reckoned  the  beft 
1^  -of  all,  at  leaft  by  the  Europeans ;  for  among  the  Angolans ^  dogs 

dainh,       ^^^  *^  efteemed  by  far  the  dainfielt  meat,  and  as  fuch  they 
fatten  and  kill,  and  expofe  them  at\he  public  (hambles,  where 
they  bear  the  beft  price.     However  there  are  few  Europeans 
that  care  to  cat  of  it,  any  more  than  of  their  common  mutton, 
which  is  here  of  that  large  kind,  whofp  great  tails  are  heavier 
than  any  other  quarter. 
Jim  feats      The  Portuguefe  have  a  great  many  noble  feats  and  villas  in 
eibout  the  the  neighbourhood  of  this  capital,  all  of  them  richly  furnifted, 
fitj,  and  adorned  with  gardens,  orchards, and  other  embellifliments, 

and  fomc  of  them  with  very  handfome  chapels,  in  which  the 
divine  fervice  js  performed  by  priefls,  to  whom  they  allow  a 
fnjoo         fufficientfalary  for  that  purpofe.     About  three  miles  from  the 
great        city  is  the  feat  of  an  Angolan  nobleman^  in  which  are  to  be 
rarities,     feen  two  very  fingidar  rarities.  The  one  is  a  fountain  of  fweet 
water,  which  iffues  out  at  the  bottom  of  a  rock  that  is  en- 
compjiffed  round  with  thefea.  In  the  other  for  above  50  yards 
around  that  fountain,;  there  are  found  great  quantities  of  fer- 
pents  eyes,  tongues,  &c.  petrified, Jike  thofe  that  are  dug  up  in 
feveral  parts  of  the  ifland  oi  Malta^  and  which  are  faid  to  have 
the  fame  virtue  :  infomucj),  that  the  Portuguefe  and  other 

•  Labat,  1.  i.  c.  5.  p»  88,  &  fe^.  ♦  Picapet.  I.  i.  c.  7, 

Dapp>r,  ft  aL 
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Europians  wear  them  about  them  chafed  in  filver  and  gpld,  an4 
export  vafl  quantities  of  them  ♦.     They  ufc  no  coin  in  their  TV^^r, 
trijSc,  but  fubditute  inftead  of  it  the  zimbis,  or  (hells,  \2iit\y  bc*w  car-^ 
roeritioned  **,  or  a  kind  o^  Venice  bead,^the  largeft  of  the  big-  riidouf 
nefs  of  a  nut,  but  others  fmaller,  and  all  of  them  of  divers 
colours  and  fafhions,  on  which  account  they  alfo  wear  them 
foromapients  about  their  necks,  arms,  and  wrifts  ;  the  one 
they  call  anzolos,  and  the  other  mizangas  *.     Greater  pay- . 
ments  are  frequently  made  with  pieces  of  cloth  of  their  own 
manufadure,  of  a  ftated  breadth  and  length)  and  the  largeft 
of  all  with.ilaves  K 

But  it  is  time  now  to  take  a  view  of  the  fix  remaining  pror  ,2th. 
vinces,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Coanza*  Tht  firft  in  coiirfe  is  gengo  * 
that  of,  12.  Benga^  or  BengOy  fituate  alone  the  river  ©f  its 
name,  but  more  commonly  known  by  that  mZenza.  It  hath 
the  fca  on  the  weft,  and  the  prbvince  of  Mofeche  on  the  eaft. 
The  Portuguefe  have  grubbed  and  cultivated  vaft  tradls  of  land 
in  it,  which  now  abounds  with  maize  or  Turkey  wheat,  and 
the  maniock  root,  with  which  they  make  their  ^ead.  It  pro- 
duces alfo  plenty  of 'banana  and  bacova  trees.  The  province 
is  divided  into  a  great  number  of  diftri(fts,  of  which  the  chiefs 
are  natives,  though  tributary  to  Portugal^  and  obliged  to  tiU 
their  lands  by  way  of  average.  They  are  all  chriftians,  and 
have  eight  churches  ;  three  of  which  are  ftyled  pari(hes,  and 
Tone  belongs  to  the  Jefuits,  who  officiate  in  it  with  great  pomp 
on  all  feftivalsvand  preach  to  the  people, 

13.  On  the  north  of  Bengo  is  the  province  of  Danda^  fitu-     13111.  : 
ate  on  the  fouth  of  the  river  of  that  name,  which  divides  jln-  Dandft* 
gola  from  the  kingdom  of  Kongo,    It  is  very  well  watered  by 

that  and  others  that  fall  into  it,  and  is  very  fertile  in  grain  and 
fruits  of  all  kinds,  but  is  much  infefted  with  crocodiles,  and 
monftrous  ferpents,  which  fwarm  in  thofe  rivers.  The 
people  are,  for  the  moft  part,  chriftians,  and  have  feveral 
churches,  regularly  ferved  by  fecular  priefts,  the  moft  confide^  • 
rable  of  which  is  fituate  on  the  mouth  of  the  Danda,  About 
eighteen  miles  higher  up  is  another,  befides  feveral  chapels  and 
oratories,  all  which  belong  likewift  to  the  Jefuits. 

14,  The  province  of  Mofeche^  which  extends  itfelf  along     ,4th. 
the  northern  banks  of  the  Coanza^  is  very  fertile,  and  fends  no  Mofeche. 
lefs  than  between  3  and  400,000  facks  of  maniocks  meal  to 

the  city  of  Loanda  yearly,  for  the  ufe  of  the  garrifon.  It  hath 
two  confiderable  fortrefles,  called  MaJJanguno  and  Cambamha^ 
diftant  between  fix  or  feven  leagues  from  each  other,  and  each 
undff  its  particular  commander.    Thofe*  two  have  twelve 

*  Labat,  ex.  Cavaz.  1,  i.  c.  c.  p.  90.  ^  fiefare^  p.  i8tv 

c  PlGAFiTT.  Li.  C.  7.  '  SAUDRANDjed«  1705* 
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Sovi,  or  native  chiefs,  under  them,  who  are  obliged  to  main- 
tain a  numerous  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  at 
their  own  charge,  though  chiefly  for  the  fervice  of  their  Pvr* 
iuguefe  matters.     In  this  province  are  mines  of  feveral  metals, 
particularly  in  thejgovcrnment  of  Cambamba  ;  and,  if  our  au- 
Jts  mnes    thor's  obfervation  be  true,  each  mine  tinges  the  complexion  of 
tinge  the     the  inhabitants  who  live  in  that  territory ;  for  though  they  be 
fiins  of  the  all  of  a  black  hue,  yet  thofe  who  live  near  the  filver  mines 
Negrots,     differ  in  their  complexion  from  thofe  that  live  near  thofe  of 
gold  or  lead.     This  he  afcribes  to  the  effluvia  which  exhale 
from  thofe  different  mines,  and  tan  the  inhabitants;  each  of  a 
different  tinge ;  and  affures  us  farther,  that  he  never  was  once 
.  miftaken  in  his  judgment  on  any  of  them  ^. 

Th  e  king  of  Portugal  maintains  a  good  number  of  churches 
and  chapels  in  this  province  j  the  two  moft  confiderable  of 
which  are  thofe  of  Maffangam  and  Cambambay  which  bear  the 
•title  of  royal  chapels,  and  the  priefts  which  belong  to  them 
finexim-  are  endowed  with  confiderable  privileges.     The  territory  of 
Sij  ufedfor  Cubocco  produces  zimbis,  or  (hell  money,  of  fuch  exquiCte 
ornament,  beauty,  that  the  Kongoefe  will  give  a  flave  for  a  collar  of  them ;  : 
and  perfons  of  the  higheft  rank,  efpecially  the  ladies,  look 
upon  them  as  their  principal  ornament  about  their  necks, 
arms,  and  legs,  afid  about  their  middle  ^ 
ictH.  15.^  The  province  of  Illamba  is  divided  Into  If igher  sind 

Higher     Lower^v/hich  are  fituate,  the  latter  between  iht Danda  on  th« 
WLower  north,  and  the  Bengo  on  the  fouth  5  and  the  former  between 
Iliamba.  '  the  Bengo  and  the  Calucata.     They  are  both  very  fertile,  and 
*'    •   -  tributary  to  the  Poriuguefe.     Though  they  be  both  chriftians, 
ytty  through  the  knavery  or  indolence  of  the  officers,  they 
have  great  numbers  of  idolatrous  priefts,  and  pretended  con- 
Mnes  of  jurers,  who  live  unmolefted  among  them.     The.  Higher  11- 
Pon.         I'amba  hath  mines  of  excellent  iron,  and  is  covered  almoft  all 
over  with  little  hills,  in  the  midft  of  which  is  a  vaft  high 
mountain,  from  the  fumrait  and  fides  of  which  flow  a  prodi- 
gious number  of  fprings  and  rivulets  of  frefh  water,  clear  and 
light,  and  wholfome  to  drink,  and  communicate  a  moft  de- 
lighful  coolnefs,  verdure,  and  fertility  to  all  that  quarter. 
This  province  pays  a  confiderable  tribute  to  the  king  of  For- 
tugaly  and  is  obliged  to  maintain  a  numerous  militia  for  his 
fervice.     The  principal  governor  of  it,  in  our  author's  time, 
was  called  Mubanga^  and  was  lineally  defcended  {torn  the  an- 
cient monarchs  of  Kon^o,  of  whom  we  have  given  an  account 
Jh  a  former  fefiion  ^^ 

«  CAVAZzi^ap.  Labat,  ubi  fap.  p.  95.  ^  lid.  ibid.  Pavi- 

/fv^  Dapper,  Pigafet. ^al,         8- Before,  p.  81, &  feq,.        vid. 
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16.  The  province  o(Oarijy  fituate  on  the  northern  banks     i6th. 
'  of  the  Coanza^  and  contiguous  to  that  of  Mofechcy  is  well  wa-  Oarji. 
•    tered  by  a  good  number  of  fmall  rivers  which  fall  into  that 
great  one,  but  which,  in  the  time  of  the  great  rains,  become 
large,  rapid,  and  dangerous.     In  this  province  is  the  Libatto 
(D),  called  Maopongo^  which  was  once  the  refidence  of  the 
prince,  whom  tht  Portuguefe  permit  to  ftyje  himfelf  ftilj  the 
king  of  Angola  Oariu  though  he  enjoyed  little  clfe  than  an 
empty  title,  being  tributary  to  Portugal^  and  having  only  a 
few  Dovi,  or  Sovas,  or  governors,  under  him.     This  Libatto^  <rbi  antU 
which  we  may  however  ftylc  his  metropolis,  or  regal  refi-  ent  royal 
dcnce,  was  fituate  on  the  top  of  a  high  rock,  or  mountain,  of  rtfidena 
near  thirty  miles  in  circuit,  of  fuch  a  prodigious  height,  that  its  ^ftbe 
top  feems  to  be  above  the  clouds,  and  fo  rugged  and  fteep^  kings  of 
that  it  is  acceffible  only  on  one  fide  ;  fo  that  he  had  little  to  Angola, 
fear  from  any  enemy.     The  prince,  however,  kept  a  kind  of 
mock  court  in  this  place ;  and,  in  imitation  of  the  Kongoefe 
monarchs,  breeds  vaft  numbers  of  peacocks,  a  privilege  which' 
he  referved  to  himfelf ;  it  being  no  lefs  than  capital,  or,  at  leaft, 
,  lofs  of  liberty,  for  a  fubjeft  to  do  the  like,  or  even  to  pluck  a 
feather  from  off  one  of  thefe  birds.  This  rocky  fituation  of  his 
difmal  refidence,  as  it  is  in  other  refpefls,  hath,  however,  one 
Qonfiderable  advantage,  that  it  is  furrounded  with  a  fpacious 
and  fertile  plain,  watered  by  a  vaft  quantity  of  fprings  and  ri- 
vulets of  excellent  water  *. 

The  Portuguefe  h^vc  fince  made  themfelves  matters  of  it.  Seized  fy 
in  their  war  with  Zinghoy  queen  of  Angola,  and  gave  it  the  the  Porta- 
name  of  the  Stoney  Fertrefe.    They  loft  it  not  long  after  5  but  guefe. 
having  recovered  it  a  fecond  time,  have  kept  it  ever  fince, 
as  we  {hall  fee  in  the  fequel.  This  ftupendous  group  of  rocks.  Its  grange 
which,  at  a  diftance,  appears  only  as  a  huge  city,  furrounded  appear- 
with  high  walls,  and  variegated  with  fteeples,  turrets,  pyra-  «v/. 
mids,  obelifks,  triumphal  arches,  and  other  eminent  ftruc- 

*  Dapper  Angola,  Labat,  &  al.  ubi  fap. 

(D)  A  LibattOy  in  t)ie  Ango-  kingdom  fwarms.    This  fence. 

He  language,  fignifies  a  parcel  which  furrounds  the  whole  ham- 

of  hoi^fes,  or  rather  poor  and  let,  hath  but  one  door,  which  is 

low  huts,  built    of  earth,  or  carefoUy  faftene^  every  night ; 

mud,  and  thatched  witli  ftraw  without  which  precaution  the 

or  reedi,  and  furrounded  about  inhabitants  would  be  in  danger 

with  a  thick  thorn  hedge,  of  a  of  being .  all  devoured  by  them 

fufficient  height  to  keep  out  the  in  a  very  little  time  (5). 
b^aQs  of  prey,  with  which  this 

(5)  JMat  r«r,  CiVMTt,  /.  i.  s,  S't*  9^'  *'<'•  ^  ^'S^fi^-  ^^tf«^,  &  ^* 
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tures  ;  at  a  nearer  approach  (hews  itfelf  to  be  no  other  than  a 
heap  of  gigantic  rocks,  parted  from  each  other  by  intervals  of 
a  vail  depth,  and  feveral  fathoms  wide  ;  and  th^  fummit  of  it 
appears  to  be  a  vaft  barren  and  uncultivated  plain.     The  rea* 
der  may  fee  a  fuller  account  of  it  in  our  author  *,  who  took 
Springs  o/z  particular  view  of  it  :  all  that  we  {hall  add  is,  that  though  it 
/ait  and    be  near  ico  leagues  from  the  fca,  yet  it  abounds  with  variety 
frejb  fwa-  ^,f  fprings  of  bracklfli  water,  very  proper  to  make  fait  of,  and 
^'^'  which,  rifing  and  falling  with  the  tide,  mount  up  at  high  wa- 

ter, in  large  ftreams,  fixtyor  feventy  fathoms  above  the  level 
of  the  plain.     And  what  adds  to  the  wonder,  thefe  fait  fprings 
are  molUy  intermixed  with  an  equal  number  of  frefti  ones,  of 
Sepulchres  clear  and  exctlldnt  water.     About  five  or  fix  miles  from  this 
£/the  an    place  are  ftlll  to  be  feen  the  fepulchresof  the  antient  monarchs 
tient  kings  of  Kongo^  called  by  the  Portuguefe  Las  Pubuillas  de  Cahazzo. 
^Kongo.  They  have  two  fortrefles  in  this  province,  in  each  of  which 
they  keep  a  Itout  garrifon;  the  one  is  built  at  Maopongo  above- 
mentioned,  and  the  other  at  ^itongo^  an  ifland  of  great  im- 
portance, on  the  Coanza,  The  natives  are  moft  of  them  good 
chriflians,  and  remarkable  for  their  zeal  for  the  propagation  of 
I      the  gofpel  amorjg  them. 
17th.  IT*  The  laft  province,  called  Emhacca^  or  Memhacca^  is 

Embacca.  fituate  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Lucab,  and  between  that 
and  the  higher  Llamha,  It  is  wholly  fubjed  to  the  Portuguefe', 
for  the  Giaga  Calanda^  who  governs  it  under  them,  afllimes  a 
claim  to  a  kind  of  independency  :  yet  it  is  granted  to  hiip  only 
on  condition  that  he  (hall  maintain,  at  his  own  charge,  a  nu- 


Giagas 

br'arvefol' 

Hers, 


merous  militia  for  their  fervice  ;  thofe  troops,  though  idola- 


ters, being  more  warlike,  flout,  and  better  difciplined,  than 
any  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  never  betraying  any  fear  of  death 
when  they  engage  an  enemy;  upon  which  account  the  Poriur 
guefe  prefer  them  to  all  the  reft  f.  And  thus  much  may  fuffice 
for  the  feventeen  provinces  which  compofed  the  antient  u^»- 
goUc  kingdom,  before  the  Portuguefe  made  themfclves  matters 
of  the  greateft  part,  of  them.  We  fay.  the  greatefl:  part,  be- 
caufe  there  are  ftill  fome  of  them  which  neither  pay  tribute 
to,  nor  acknowledge  any  dependence  on,  them,  except  when 
Pro^^i^ces  they  ftand  in  need  of  their  affiftance.  Thofe  that  own  a  real 
JuhjcQ  to  fubjcftion  to  the  king  of  Portugal  are  the  eleven  following ; 
Portugal,  ^/x.  I.  Banda,  .2.  Mofech^,  3.  Bengo,  4.  The  Higher 
9^ii^  Lower  lllamba.  5.  Oarii,  6,  Embacca,  7.  Befigttek^ 
in  the  capital  of  which  the  Portuguefe  have  a  ftout  and  large 
fortref^,  and  maintain  a  garrifon  of  about  200  white  men,  and 


♦  Lab  AT  ex.  Cavazzi,  1.  iv.  c.  j.  p.  429,  &  feq. 
iiis,  vid.  fup^,  p.  10,  &feq. 
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a  much  greater  number  of  blades,  the  whole  under  a  ca« 
pitanio*.  Z,  Sulla,  g.  CabezzM.  lo.  Lubolo*  And»  ii* 
OaaoK  .         ' 

From  the  brief  furvey  we  have  taken  of  the  TeventeenTi^^iy//. 
proyinces  of  this  kingdom,  our  reader  will  eafily  form  a  judg-  gnt  and 
ments  of  its  government,  religion,  ftrength,  wealth,  and  ixxXt*  freftnt  g^* 
fiilnefs.  We  obferved  in  the  foregoing  chapter  that  it  was  origi-  n^enment 
nally  a  part  of  that  of  Kongo^  and  was  governed  by  a  deputy  of  it. 
under  thofe  monarchs ;  iince  which  thofe  deputies,  or  governors, 
had  made  themfelves  fo  far  free  and  independent  from  them, 
and  had  fo  far  enlarged  their  copquefts,  as  to  reduce  all  thofe 
provinces  under  their  fubjc^ion,  and  to  be  powerful  enough 
to  oblige  thofe  princes  to  live  in  friendfliip  with  them,  with- 
out paying  them  either  tribute  or  allegiance.     They  fent  their 
governors  into  every  province,  and  obliged  them  to  maintain 
a  fufficient  number  of  forces  in  each  to  keep  the  antient  Sovi 
or  lords  under  tribute  and  fubje£lio,n,  and,  on  that  condition, 
permitted  them  to  live  according  to  their  old  laws  and  form  of 
government.     Thefe  chiefs  had  a  tribute  impofed  upon  them  ^rihtt^ 
by  the  governors,  in  proportion  to  the  extent,  wealth,  fertility,  p^ifh  '^ 
and  populoufnefs  of  their  refpedivediftri(3s;  and  provided  they^^'V^* 
pundually  difcharged  it,  were  permitted  to  exetcife  the  fame 
authority  over  their  refpcdive  vaflals,  as  they  did  before  their 
redudion.    Among  that  great  variety  of  lordihips  which  were  ^^f^  ^^'- 
in  every  province,  fome  were  hereditary,. and  others  At&^w^y^tary and 
and  allowed  to  continue  injiatu  quo^  the  fubjeds  of  the  former  '^^bers 
were  kept  under  better  regulations,  and  ftri£ler  difcipline;'''^''^'' 
whereas  thofe  of  the  latter  were  headflrong  and  ungovernable, 
and  fcorned  to  fubmit,  not  only  to  the  flighteft  puniihmeats, 
but  even  to  the  jufteft  and  mildeft  reproofs  of  thoie  who  owed 
their  rank  and  authority  to  their  choice* 

Such  was  the  flate  of  the  Angolic  government,  and  the  Jmity  and 
power  and  authority  of  their  monarchs,  at  the  time  in  which  cvmmera 
the  P<?r^tt^«//ifirft  came  amongft  them.     They  paid  a  kind^'^^'^'» 
of  fmall  tribute  to  thofe  oi Kongo ^  or  for  the  moft  part  rather  ^^^g® 
interchanged  amicable  prefents    and   embaiiies  with  them,^"^^"' 
without  troubling  theqifelves  oiuch  about  the  right  of  fove- ^' 
reign ty  which  they  claimed  over  them  ;  their  fubjeAs  carried 
on  a  peaceable  traffic  with  each  other,  and  both  monarchs 
were  ready  to  fend  each  othrr  mutual  aiHftance,  upon  all 
emergencies,  whether  4t  were  againfl  the  inroads  of  an  enc^ 
my,  or  to  fupprefs  a  revolt  in  aey  of  their  provinces  :  fo  that, 
upon  the  wholes  the  Jngilic  kings  were  little  inferior  to' thofe 

*  Vid.  Voyag.  de  Micu,  Akgb  a  Kongo,  ap.  Labat,  vol.  ▼.  p« 
Ijj.         J»  lid.  ibid. 
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of  Kongo t  when  they  firft  admitted  the  Portuguefe  adventuren 
into  their  territories.     How  much  thefe  have  abridged  them 
of  their  wealth  and  power,  as  well  as  of  their  doipinions, 
the  reader  may  judge  from  what  hath  been  lately  hinted  of  the 
number  of  provinces  they  have  fince  ftripped  them  of,  but 
will  b6  ftill  more  fully  fliewn  when  we  come  to  give  the  hif- 
toryofthofe  monarchs  in  the  next  fe£(ion. 
1[htir  com-      In  the  mean  time,  as  we  confined  ourfelvcs  in  the  begin- 
mercefor   njng  of  this,  to  mention  only  fuch  articles  as  are  peculiar  to 
Jlasvti.       this  kingdom,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  fay  fomething  of  their 
commerce  with  the  Europeans^  and  more  particularly  of  that 
of  flaves,  in  which  it  is  fo  well  known  to  have  exceeded  all 
.  other  countries  on  this  African  coaft,  and  hath  furniflied  the 

American  plantations  with  fo  many  millions,  befides  the  my- 
*[b   Per-    ^^^  *^  conftantly  maintains  at  home.     It  was  this  inhuman 
tucuefe      commerce  that  firft  invited  the  proud  and  Izxy  Portuguefe  and 
tJ^ chief    Spaniard  hither  for  hands  to  cultivate  their  lands  in  their  Jme-^ 
promoters    ^ican  plantations ;  to  which  both  the  king  of  Kongo  and  An* 
of  it,         g9la*  cfpecially  the  latter,  gave  them  fuch  encouragement,  that 
St,  Paulo  de  Loanda  became  quickly  the  principal  mart,  and 
^      the  Portuguefe  the  chief  merchants  and  brokers  of  that  unna- 
^aken       tural  bartery  and  traiSc  ^      Tt  was  with  the  fame  view  that 
from  them  the  politic  Hollanders  wrenched  that  emporium  out  of  their 
hy  the       hands,  though  they  were  forced  foon  after  to  relinquiih  it  to 
Dtttcb  ;    its  old  matters.     And  here  we  cannot  but  obferve  that,  even 
nubolofe  it  according  to  zDutch  author's  confeffion  k,  the  Portuguefe  trcat- 
agaiu.       ^^j  thofe  flaves  which   they  thus  bought  and  fold,  whether 
Slaves       fj.Qjj^  ^  principle  of  humanity  or  felf-intereft,  we  will  not  de- 
"^^f  'T^^'cide,  with  much  greater  care  and  tendemefs  than  the  Holland- 
Porfu-  *    ^^^  ^^^  theirs.     For  as  the  greater  part  of  them  were  brought 
cuefc        thither  feme  hundreds  of  leagues  by  land,  and  fuffered  very 
much  by  the  way,   they  never  put  them  on  (hip-board,  till 
they  bad  retted  themfelves  a  confiderable  time  in  large  houfe, 
built  for  that  purpofe.     There  they  plied  them  with  good 
food  and  phyfic,  with  palm  oil  to  anoint,   and  wine  to  cheer 
themfelves  up  with.    If  any  of  them  were  fick,  they  were  kept 
in   a  feparate  chamber,  and  carefully  attended  5  and  if  the 
tranfport  {hips  were  not  ready  to  fail,  they  fet  thofe  that  were 
in  health  on  fome  kind  of  work,  fuch  as  grubbing  and  tilling 
fome  frefh  parcel  of  land,  in  planting,  fowing,  reapihg  and  fuch- 
Jikc  labours.   When  they  imbark  them,  they  t;ake  cake  to  pro- 
vide them  with  a  fofEcient  quantity  of  limons,  cerufe,  and- 
other  drugs,  to  preferve,  or  cure,  them  from  difeafes,  and  par- 
ticularly the  dangerous  one  called  Bitiios  de  C«,*which  is  very 

^FiGAFET.  Barros^Faria,  Dapper,  &  al.        ^Dapper  Afric. 
■  ^  life 
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rife  in,  and  in  fome  meafure  peculiar  to,  that  kingdom  (E) ; 
and  feldom  falls  of  feizing  on  thofe  iUves  that  are  brought  thi- 
ther for  Tale,  efpecially  if  they  ftay  any  time  in  it  before  they 
are  ihipped  oiF.  On  board,  befides  good  wholfome  food,  they 
are  allowed  a  frefh  mat  every  ten  days  to  lie  upon,  and  room 
enough  to  reft  eafily.  And  it  is  for  want  of  fuch  precautions 
that  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  commonly  Jofc  fuch  vafl  num- 
bers of  them  before  they  can  reach  the  Anurican  colonies. 

The  commodities  which  thefc  dealers   in  human  flefh  Commodi- 
exchange  for  them  with  the  natives  are  broad-cloths,  crim- /j>j  ^x*-  ^ 
fon  and  other  coloured  filks,  velvet,  cambrics  and  hoUands  of  changed 
all  forts,  gold  and  filver  lace,  broad  and  narrow  ftriped  ttck-y^r  them. 
ings,  black  ferges,  Turkey  carpets,  threads  of  all  forts  and  co- 
lours, fewing  filks  of  all  colours,  Canary  and  other*  wines, 
brandy  and  other  fpirituous  liquors,  oil,  fpices  of  all  forts,  loaf 


(E )  This  is  a  kind  of  violent 
dyfentery  which  often  rages  in 
this  unhealthy  country,  and  is 
very  fatal  to  its  inhabitants,  as 
well  as  to  ftrangerSy  who  live 
among  them,  over  and  above  a 
great  number  of  others,  which 
they  have  in  commop  with  the 
kingdom  oi Kongo^zxidL  of  which 
we  have  given  an  account  in  the 
foregoing  feflion  (i).  They 
call  it  Battio  de  Cuy  from  the  in- 
flammation and  violent  pain  it 
caufes  in  the  re6):um,  which  is 
one  of  its  firft  prognoilics,  and 
is  accompanied  with  a  kind 
of  deep  melancholy,  pain  in 
the  head  and  eyes,  and,  if  not 
timely  remedied  by  proper  fup- 
pofitories,  made  of  limon-peel, 
and'tfarolt  as  far  as  can  be  done 
into  the  part  affedled,  is  quickly 
fiioceeded  by  a  violent  difcharge 
of  a  greyifo  acrimonious  mat- 
cer»  which  excoriates  the  bowels, 
and  caufes  the  moft  exquifite 
.  pains. 

In  this  cafe  they  have  recourfe; 
to  clyftcrs  of  tobacco  leaves, 
ileeped  for  fome  hours  in  vine- 
gar  and  fait,  or  Vuife'd  into  it; 


which,  being  more  painful  than 
the  difeafe  itfelf,  the  patient 
muft  be  held  by  fome  ftrong 
perfons  to  prevent  their  putting 
an  end  to  their  mifery  by  fome 
fpeedy  death. 

The  wifcr  fort  of  phyficians 
have  however  found  out  a  mild- 
er one,  which  rs  compounded  of 
the  juice,  or  infuiion,  of  an  herb 
which  they  call  Orore  de  Bitths, 
and  rofe- leaves,  mixed  with  two 
yolks  of  eggs  and  fome  oil  of 
rofes ;  and  this  they  commonly 
try  before  they  ventture  upoa 
the  other. 

They  have,  however,  an  eafy 
method  of  preventing  it,  if  ufed 
upon  the  firft  perception  of  the 
above  •  mentioned  fymptoms ; 
*utz,  by  a  timely  application  of 
one  or  more  fupoAtories,  made 
up  of  lint,  dipped  in  a  new-laid 
egg,  well  beaten  with  rofe- 
water,  white  fugar-candy,  and 
a  fmall  quantity  of  cerufe.  But 
as  to  the  poor  (laves,  they  only- 
ply  them  with  the  rind  of  new 
limons,  pounded  with  a  fmall 
quantity  of  cerufe,  or  white  lead, 
made  into  fuppofitories  (2). 


(i)  See  iefire,  /.  116,  fef/*/.        (2)  Dafpjr  J/ric.  Q  aLfu^.  <  f. 
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fugar,  knives,  large  filhing-hooks,  large  pins  three  or  four 
•  inches  long,  others  (^  die  common  fize,  needles  of  all  forts, 
little  bells,  variety  of  other  trinkets  and  .baubles,  glafs  beadtf 
ofall  fizes  and  colours,  rings  of  the  fame  or  other  materials, 
fine- arms,  fwords,  cutlafles,  and  other  warlike  weapons  ^. 
The  mar'        We  obferved  a  little   higher,  that  lilt  Jngolic  monarchs 
tialdifci-  obliged  all  the  lords  under  their  dominions  to  maintain  a  cer^ 
flint  of     tain  number  of  troops  for  the  common  fervice  of  the  realm  ; 
the  An-      bu^  q^^  readers  muft  not  fuppofe  them  from  thence  to  be 
golans.      v^orth  much  either  for  their  difcipline  or  bravery,  their  arms, 
or  accoutrements.    With  regard  to  the  firft,  they  ate  even 
worfe  difciplined  than  thofe  of  the  king  of  Kongo^  who  com- 
monly mufters  them  all,  at  leaft  on^e  a  year,  on  the  green  be- 
fore his  palace,  and  fees  them  make  fome  kind  of  exercife  and 
evolutions,   though    they  are  fuch  as  would  fqoner  excite 
laughter  than  terror  in  an  enemy,  or  courage  in  the  foldiery. 
They  ufe     Thofe  oi  Angola^  which  are  all  infantry  (for  they  ufe  nocaval- 
ne  ca<uaU  ry  in  their  wars)  are  only  a  kind  of  national  militia,  in  which 
O'*  f^j     every  man  that  is  able  to'bear  arms  is  obliged  to  be  inrolled  ; 
their  tH'    j^j^j  i\^^f^  feldom  or  never  appear  before  their  commanders, 
!i'r       ^^^  when  fummoncd  upon  any-  expedition,   and  where  the 
gMdfor     ^^  jjg^  appearance  they  make  confifts  chiefly  in  their  prodi- 
*  ^*        gious  multitude.    Neither  are  thofe  who  are  kept  up  for  the 
Pertuguefe  fervice  in  any  refpeft  better  than  the  reft.   So  that, 
though  their  kings  could  heretofore,  and  the  Portuguefe  fmce, 
raife  an  army  of  100,000  men,  or  even  of  three  or  four  times 
that  number,  yet  it  would  be  no  other  than  an  unwieldy  corps 
of  arrant  cowards,  cafily  broken  and  difconiiited  by  a  few  hun- 
dreds of  regular  troops  j  two  eminent  proofs  of  which  they 
gave  in  the  years  1584  and    1585,  in  the  former  of  which 
120,000  were  routed  by  500  Portuguefe^  and  about  twice  that 
number  of  Kongoefe  j  and  in  the  latter,  io,coo  were  defeated 
by  200  Portuguefe^  as  we  Oiall  fee  more  fully  in  its  proper 
place  ^ 
Wajef         Those  over-grown  bodies  commonly  divide  themfelves, 
fghting.    againft  an  engagement,  into  three  or  more,  for  the  conveni- 
cncy  of  the  ground,  as  the  general,  who  is  always  in  the-ccn- 
ter^  thinks  beft.     He  likewife  diredls  all  their  motions,  when 
they  engage,  by  the  found  of  feveral  warlike  inftruments, 
which  the  reader  will  find  defcribcd  in  the  margin  (F).  They 

*move 

**  PiOAFBT.  Dapper,  LABAT,&al.  '  Jarric,  voLii. 

c.  6.  Davity,  Labat,  &  al.  Sec  alio  before,  p.  95,  &  fcq. 

(F)  One    of   the  loudeft  of    contrived  Kongoefe  drum,  with 
Uiem  is  not  unlike  the  dull  ill-    one  ikin,  formerly  defcribed,  but 
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IDOve  forwards,  retire  or  wheel  about  as  thofe  dired,  and  fall 
on  with  horrid  (bouts,  and  feeming  great  fury.  But  if  any 
accident  or  pannic  once  chance  to  difconcert  them,  neither  ' 
general  nor  all  his  warlike  inftruments,  can  rally  them  again, 
nor  ail  the  drums  and  cornets  of  J/rica  be  fufficient  to  drown 
the  hideous  outcries  of  one  of  their  flying  hofts. 

The  military  drefs  of  the  jtngoUc  officers  is  much  the  fame  Mlitofy  ' 
with  that  of  the  Kangoefey  only  tbey  endeavour  to  appear  taller  dre/s^  and 
and  more  terrible,  by  the  length  and  variety  of  oftrich,  pea-  nveapons. 
cock,  and  other  feathers,  with  which  they  embellifh  their 
caps.     They  fight  naked  down  to  the  girdle,  but  hand  about 
their  necks,  both  on  the  right  and  left  fide,  feveral  links  of  iron 
chain,  to  which  are  fattened  fome  rings  of  the  thicknefs  of  a 
man's  little  finger,  which  make  a  loud  jingle  at  every  motion 
they  make,  and,  for  the  (ame  end,  they  hang  a  percel  of  belh 
about  their  middle,,  which  they  think  infpires  the  foldiers  to 
fight  with  more  ardour,  and  at  the  fame  time  gives  thofe  com- 


beaten  with  ivory  fticks,  which 
make  it  give  a  greater,  and,  if 
managed  by  a  fkilful  hand,  a 
jnore  warlike  found. 

The  next  rcfcmblcs  an  invert- 
ed pyramid,  with  the  point  fixed 
on  the  ground,  and  confids  of  a 
certain  quantity  of  pieces  of 
metal;  thin  and  round  like  bells, 
turned  upfidc  down.  This  in- 
ftrament  is  of  fuch  fignificancy 
in  an  engagement,  that  the  per- 
fons  who  touch  it  with  wooden 
fbcks  often  crack  the  metal  by 
ftriving  to  make  it  give  a  loader 
and  more  dreadful  found. 

The  third  fort  is  made  of  ele- 
phants teeth,  and  not  unlike  our* 
German  flutes,  and  of  variety  of 
fizes.  This  is  much  more  mu' 
fical  and  warlike  than  either  of 
the  other  two,  and  gives  a  found 
like  that  of  the  cornet,  and  with 
a  greater  variety  of  notes ;  for 
which  reafon  it  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  at  firfl  brought  in,  or 
at  leafl  much  improved,  by  the 
Porfugue/e,  who  have  likewife 
introduced  the  nfe  of  drums. 


kettledrums,  trumpets,  haut- 
boys, and  other  European  inftru- 
ments  both  in  the  war  and  in  the 
churches.  The  kings  likewife 
had  them  to  play  before  them 
where-cver  they  went,  and  the 
nobles  entertained  a  number  of 
them  in  their  houfes.  But  the 
three  firft  forts  are  thofe  which 
the  natives  chiefly  ufe  in  their 
wars  (3). 

We  obfcrved  above,  that  they 
were  of  different  fizes,  thofe  of 
the  largefl  are  appropriated  to 
the  head  general, '  whofe  orders 
arc  to  be  heard  by  the  whole 
army  ;  the  next  fi^e  is  ufed  by 
thofe  who  command  the  feveral 
bodies  into  which  it  is  divided ; 
and  the  inferior  fizes  are  for  the 
ufe  of  the  colonels  and  captains ; 
fb  that  the  found  of  the  large 
inflrument  is  no  fooner  heard, 
than  all  the  inferior  ones  anfwer 
in  the  fame  concert,  and  by  this 
method  the  general's  orders  are 
communicated  to  the  whole  ar- 
my (4)- 


(3)  ^tt  before,  ^.  x  1 6,  & f<p        (4)  Jarrk,  h  u.  c,  6.  Plgafet,  Lahat,  &  ^L 

•  mandcrs   - 

/ 
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mahders  an  air  of  pomp  and  grandeur.     They  wear  bufkins 
on  their  legs  aftjer  the  Portuguefe  manner.     Their  weapons 
arc  the  bow,  fword,  target  and  dagger  ;  but  they  that  carry 
the  bow  are  not  allowed  to  wear  the  target,  but  only  the 
jTword  and  the  da^er  "*.     The  common  foldiery  go  naked 
from  the  waift  upwards,   and  fight   with   bow  and   dagger. 
jf-^y  of     Thefe  are  they  which  fally  out  promifcuouily  at  firft  againft 
'engaging,  ^he  enemy,  accompanied  with  a  number  of  ftout  nimble  fel- 
lows, who  fpirit  them  up  with  the  ringing  of  their  bells  to 
provoke  the  fight  ;  but  both  take  care  to  avoid  the  enemy's 
arrows,  by  leaping  and  winding  about,  either  till  they  arc 
tired  and  recalled,  or  till  the  general  onfet  begins.     In  other 
refpcds  their  way  of  fighting  is  much  like  that  of  the  Kon* 
goefsy  mentioned  in  the  lafl  chapter,  to  which  the  reader  is  re- 
ferred n. 
,  fhiflaie        With  refpeifc  to  the 'religion  of  this  kingdom,  we  have 
9fChrifii''  ibrmerly  obferved  that  it  was  over- run  with  the  fame  deplor- 
anityin      able  idolatry  and  fuperftition  with  that  of  J^^/i^^  *  :  but  when 
Angola.    jl)i$  laft  had  been  in  part  converted  by  the  miffionaries  whom 
the  kings  of  Portugal  had  fent  thither,  the  king  of  Jngola^ 
then  in  amity  with  that  of  Kongo,   fent  feveral  prefling  mef- 
fages  to  defire  him  to  fpare  fome  of  thofe  mifSonaries  to  come 
and  preach  the  gofpel  in  his  own  dominions  ;  defigning  him- 
felf  to  be  baptized  one  of  the  firft,  as  foon  as  he  could  befuf- 
TA#  h'ftg    ficiently  inftrufted  in  the  principles  of  it.     The  king  of  Kon-- 
cannot. ob' ' go^  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  glad  to  fecond  fo  lau- 
iainrmf-^    dable  a  defign,  had  it  been  in  his  power ;  but  the  misfortune 
Jionaries.    >vas,  that  be  had  not  a  fufficient  number  of  them  to  fupply 
the  tenth  part  of  his  own,  the  court  of -P^rfif^tf /fending  them 
to  him  but  fparingly,  and  the  greateft  part  of  them  dying  after 
their  arrival,  through  their  fatigue  and  change  of  climate  and 
diet ;  and  fo  was  forced  to  excufe  himfelf,  and  put  ofF  the 
complying  with  his  requeft  till  the  long-promifed  fupply  of  a 
good  number  of  new  ones  arrived,  which  did  not  happen 
during  either  of  their  lives  ;  (b  that  the  king  and  his  fubjedb 
>  continued   in  their  idolatry  a  confiderable  number  of  years, 

that  is,  till  the  Portuguefe  had  fixed  themfelves  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  kingdom. 
ne  Per-  It  was  then  they  began  to  foUicit  the  courts  of  R.dme  and 
cuguefe  Madrid  for  hdh  fupplies  of  miiSonaries  and  other  priefts^ 
obtain  a  over  and  above  thofe  they  had  brought  with  them,  and  that 
iargt/up'  the  profpeQ  of  fo  plentiful  a  harveft  induced  great  numbers  of 

*  PrcAFKT.  1.  i.  c.  7.  JARRic,  uK  fup.  «.  Before,  p. 

95 ,  &  feq.  vid.  &  au6t.  fup  citat.  *  Dc  his,  vid.  Pvrch,  Pilgt. 

1.  vii.  c.  9.  Jarric,  vol.  ii.  1.  vi.  PiOAFET.  1.  i.  c.  7.  Davitt, 
Dappsr,  Cayazzi,  Labat,  &al, 

7     .    '  ^ 
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all  religious  orders,   efpecially  of  that  of  ,thc  Jcfuits,  then//jF  of 
lately  founded,  to  offer  themfelves  volunteers  to  go  and  labour  tbem. 
in  this  vineyard.     Upon  their  arrival,  they  all  difperfed  them^  ^^^^y 
fclvcs  into  thcfcveral  provinces  where  the  Portuguefe  were  al-  ^ualani 
ready  fettled,  and  thence  went  to  preach  to  the  idolatrous  m-  fucce/s. 
tives  with  fuch  emulous  zeal  and  fuccefs,that  between  the  years 
1580  and  1590,  they  had  made  above  twenty  thoufand  con- 
verts, who  ail  made  public  profeffion  of  chriftianity.     Since 
that  time  their  number  hath  gone  on  ftill  increaling,  and  the 
kings  of  Portugal^  as  well  as  the  popes,  have  kept  fending  new 
miffionaries,  efpecially  capuchins  ;  new  churches  have  been 
built  in  the  feveral  provinces  fubje6):  to  that  crown,  and  are 
msuntained  out  of  the  royal  treafury.     Many  more,  as  well  as  Hc^ 
chapels  of  eafe,  have  been  built,  and  are  maintained,  at  the  maintaia* 
public  charge ;  befides  which  the  governors  of  thofe  provinces  ed» 
oblige  every  Sova,  or  lord,  that  is  under  him,  to  have  a  cha- 
pet  and  a  chaplain  in  his  lordfhip,  to  baptize  and  fay  mafs.  All 
this  appears  very  confiderable  at  firft  fight;  but  when  we  com-  Chwrchi$ 
pare  the  extent  of  thofe  provinces,  and  the  length  and  diffi-  too  few 
culty  of  the  way,  not  blny  between  one  church,  but  even  be-  forfolargt 
twcen  one  chapel  and  another,  with  the  natural  indolence  ^  country. 
and  fuperftition  of  the  natives,  who,  though  converts,  are 
more  inclined  to  confult  the  idolatrous  priefts  and  conjurers 
near  at  hand,  than  to  go  fo  far  to  mafs  or  confeiTion,  we  fhall 
be  forced  to  doubt,  whether  we  have  moft  reafon  to  deplore 
or  congratulate  the  ftatc  of  chriftianity  in  that  kingdom.  How- 
ever that  be,  it  hath  been  long  fince  ereftcd  into  a  biihopric, 
fuflragan  to  that  of  St,  Thomas^  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
chapter  «>.     It  may  be  from  that  fee  that  the  firft  miffionarics  Angola 
were  fent  who  brought  the  gofpel  into  Angola,  and  began  their  ereaed 
preaching  at  San  Paulo  de  Loanda  above-mentioned,  which  into  a 
was  by  that  time  a  confiderable  fettlemcnt  of  the  Portuguefe^fuffrage 
and  became  foon  after  the  metropolis  of  this  kingdom,  and  oi^^dhi^ 
courfe  was  maoethe  refidence  of  their  new  prelate.  Jhoprick. 

What  was  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  is  hard  to  guefs ;  Ufjcertain 
Pigafettay  vSxtt  Lopex,  calls  it  Cabazzo?^  about   150  mWcs  ^i,^^  ^^^ 
from  the  fea.     Jarric  likewifc  calls  it  Cabazzo  in  one  place,  /^^  capital 
but  in  another  tells  us,  that  the  royal  refidence  was  at  Dongo  ^,  of  the 
which  laft  was  the  antient  name  of  the  kingdom.     On  the  kingdom. 
cither  hand,   neither  Father  Cavazzi  nor  'Ldbat  mention  any 
thing  of  the  latter,  nor  of  the  former  as  a  capital,  but  only  as 
a  province  of  the  kingdom  ' :  nor  do  either  of  thcfc  authors 
take  any  notice  of  any  ro]ral  refidence  except  that  on  the  mon- 

•  Before,  p.78,  &  note.  p  Lib.  x.  c.  7.            ^  Lib.  viii. 

c.  43.  Davitt  Afric.  *  Lad  at,  lib.  i.  c.  5.  pag^ 
82  &  97- 

Mop,  Hist.  Vol.  XVJ.  O                     ftrous 
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ftrous  rock  of  Maopongo^  lately  defcribed,  of  which  the  Portu- 

7be  iim  i^^fi  ^^^^  ^^^  8P^  ^^  poiTeffion.     And  as  they  have  fooiid  j 

forced  to     means  to  make  themfelves  mailers  of  theb^ft  provinces,  is  it 

^/t  their  not  as  likely  that  they  left  free  the  beft  cities  of  the  kingdom^ 

njfjfnce,    and,  by  degrees,  drove  its  poor  monarchs  from  one  refideace  to 

another,  till  they  were  glad  to  refuge  themfelves  on  one  of  die 

ruggedeft  and  moft  inacceflible  rocks  in  their  dominions  ? 

Vongo  might  formerly  have  been  the  metropolis,  and  either 

have  taken  its  name  from,  or  given  it  to,  the  whole  king4oi% 

which  is  no  unufual  thing :  the  Poriuguefc  might  have  firipj^ 

the  king  of  it,  and  obliged  him  to  exchange  his  refidence  isH 

that  oiCabazzo  in  Pigafetta\  time,  and^  after  a  number  d 

years,  have  driven  him  and  his  fucceilbrs  out  of  all,  ev^n  i^ 

his  laft  refuge,  the  Maopongian  rock, 

IThi  Ian-        The  Jngolic  languageis  almoft  the  fame  with  the  Kongofj^ 

guage  of    and  differs  only  from  it  in  the  terminations  and  pronunciat^ 

Angola,    of  the  fame  original  words,  in  the  accent,  and  fbrne  few  otfaicl 

accidental  changes  occafioned  by  the  length  of  time,  and  djf- 

tance  of  places ;  v^bich  drlFerence  incrfeafes  flill  more,  as  the 

provinces  are  more  remote  from  the  fountain-head.  This b  os 

more  than  may  be  obferved  among  us  in  every  kingdom  m 

.ftatc  in  Europe^  where,  though  every  province  fpeaks  the  fami; 

language,  yet,  by  reafon  either  of  their  diftance,  or  other  cauSs^ 

they  differ  fo  much  in  the  above-mentioned  particulars,  thsjl 

they  can  hardly  underfland  one  another  K 

funeral         SoM^  other  cufloms  they  have  in  this  kingdom  which  ^ 

0h/equies.   peculiar  to  them,  and  which  we  fhall  juft  mention  in  fc| 

words.     In  their  funeral  obfequies  their  firft  care  is  to  waft 

j^nd  comb  the  deceafed  with  great  nicety  ;  after  which  tbq 

deck  them  with  collars  and  bracelets  of  glafs  beads  of  div<a 

colours,  and  then  wrap  the  body  in  a  white   fheet.    Th 

friends  then  carry  it  on  a  kind  of  bier  upon  their  ihouldoa 

to  the  burying  place,  where  they  place  it,  in, a  fitting  poftui^ 

on  a  feat  of  tiurf,  raifed  for  that  purpofe,  in  a  va3t  arcbe( 

over  their^  heads.     They  then  throw  fome  of  his  houW 

goods,  w^capons,  and  utenfils  into  it,  concluding  the  ceremoi 

with  killing  of  fome  vi6Hms,  the  blood  of  which,  together  wi 

the  wine  of  their  oiFerings,   they  pour  plentifully  upon  i 

ground  both  above  and  below  *'.     This  we  fuppofc  to  be 

pradifed  among  the  idolaters,  and  thofe  perhaps  alio  that 

but  half-chriftiiins,  of  which  there  are  flllhvaft  numbers,    A^ 

for  thofe  who  are  thoroughly  converted,  they  bury  their  deal 

after  the  rites  of  the  church  of  Rome,     We  are,  moreover,! 

told,  that  fomc^of  the  idolatrous  provinces  are  fo  inhuinanftitt 

»  Pjgai^t.  DavitYi  Dapper,  Labat,  ^  #I..  ^Pv»* 

<SHAS.  Relat.  1.  vii,  c.  9.  Davity,  Dappbr,  k  al. 
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as  to  feed  oh  kuipan  fleOi,  and  prefer  it  to  any  other ;'  in(b-  Sm4  fVit- 
much,  that  a  dead  flave  (b^I  fell  for  more  at  the  public  market  human 
than  a  live  one  '*.    Thefe  canibak  are,  in  all  probability j  ofUrws  and 
tiic  barbarous  race  of  the  Giagasy  of  whom  we  have  given  ^^^w* 
an  account  in  the  foregoing  chapter  ^,  and  by  Whom  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  e&ern  and  fouthern  provinces  are  ftill 
iababited* 

Nok  are  the  weftern  ^tjd  northern  ones,  even  thofe  whof^^?  traffi  - 
inakc  profeffion  of  the  chriftian  religion,  exempt  from  laws  ^<bwi 
and  cuftqms,  which,  though  of  a  di&rent  nature,  are  no  lefs  the  caufe 
truel  and  inhuman*  The  abominable  comnicrce  of  4ave5,  of  ««^^ 
Which  they  drive  on  by  myriads,  leems  wholly  to  have  divefted  cruelty k^ 
them  of  their  very  humanity,  and  driven  all  focial  afFeaipn 
out  of  their  families.     F^arcnts  readily  felling  their  children*  .  . 

or  even  th^ir  wiyes,  though  pregnant,  to  purchafe  a  P$rtuguefi  ^ 

'commodity,  or  even  a  gewgaw ;  and^  for  a  little  wine  or  bran- 
dy, will  betray  or  kidnap  their  neighbours  and  relations,  anil 
fell  them  for  flaves.    The  Soyi,  or  Sovas,  or  lords,  will  fell  a 
Vaflal,  and  perhaps  his  whole  family,  in  the  fame  manner,  fi^r 
a  fmall  arrear  or  trefpafs  j  and  as  the  Jnplans  are  very  quar- 
relfoine  and  vindiflive,  they  will  frequently,  out  of  fpigh^  or 
revenge,  accufe  one  another  falfely  before  die  Sova,jiierely  Ip 
get  their  antagonift  fold  for  a  flave  ;  whence  it  frequently  hap- 
pens, that  the  voracious  chief  will  find  out  fome  piaufible  pre* 
tence  to  condemn  both  the  accufer  and  accufed  to  the  fame 
punifhment  *.     1%  fares  ftill  worfe  with  thofe  provinces  which  TX^forlui 
are  become  tributary  to  the  Portuguefey  .whom  their  greedy  gaefe  ty^ 
governors  and  their  harpies  opprefs  with  the  utmoft  tyranny,  ran^wet 
not  only  in  the  h^eavy  tribute  they  levy  upon,  and  the  rapaci^  ^heirnjafi 
ous  manrier  jn  yrhich  they  exaa  it  from,  them,  but  muchA*"^. 
more  in  the  barbarous  punifhfnents  which  they  inflid  on  all 
delinquents  of  what  rank  foever,  not   only  confifcating  all 
their  effefts,  but  even  condeinping  whole  noble  families  to  be 
fold  for  flaves,  for  arrears  or  debts  vaftly  lefs  confiderable  than 
what  they  faife  put  of  their  eftates  and  the  fale  of  their  fami- 
lies ;  fo  e^tenfive  is  the  power  which  thefe  governors  exerci/e 
upon  them,  and  fo  Utde  redrefs  is  there  to  be  had  from  thofe 
who  are  fet  over  them. 

EvE^Y  province,  or,  as  they  arc  there  called,  Mirindo,  jfi^  An» 
Is  divided   into  four  different    ranks.      The   firft  is   that  golans  <//- 
of  the  Macotas,  who  are  a  kind  of  noblemen,  or  gentlemen,  'vididinta 
of  the  realm. '  The  fecond  confifts  of  thofe  who  are  ftyled  th^/ourranh^ 
children  pf  the  Mirindo,  who  are  the  original  natives  of  (he 
country,  of  either  fex,  whether  ipc^chants,  artificers,  or  hyf* 

'  Vid.  J  AURIC,  torn.  11.  p.  6.         '^  See  beibrc,  p.  id,  Sc  feq* 
?'Jarric,  Davity,  DappbR;  Labat,  k  al. 

O  2         ^  bandmen^ 
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bandmeri,  who  arc  all  efteemed  free.  The  third  is  that  of 
the-Quificos,  who  are  properly  thcflavcs  belonging  to  the  Mi- 
rindo>  and  are  the  property  and  inheritance  of  the  lords  of 
that  province,  which  devolve,  like  all  other  real  eflates,  to 
their  heirs  and  fucceffors.  *  The,  laft  is  that  of  the  Mabicas, 
who  are  the  flaves,  either  taken  in  war,  bought  with  moAey, 
or  condemned  to  forfeit  then:  freedom  for  fome  crime  or  imf* 
demeanor ;  and  of  that  the  Soya,  or  lord,  is  the  fole  judge,  and, 
we  may  add,  the  only  evidence,  the  accufcrs  feldom  appearing, 
and  the  Sova's  word  •  being  reckoned  fulBcient  to  vouch  for 
the  validity  of  the  witneflb.  This  is  no  fmall  inducement  to 
a  rapacious  Sova  to  condemn  perfons  to  this  deplorable  doom, 
not  only  for  inconiiderable  faults,  but,  as  is  often  the  cafe,  for 
ftO  fault  at  all  y. 

To  that  we  may  add  another  moft  inhuman  cuftom,  which, 
though  abolifhed  among  the  chriflian  converts,  is  ftill  but  too 
much  in  vogue  among  the  reft,  and  was  formerly  praflifcd 
through  the  whole  kingdom,  as  a  mark  of  the  greateftrefped 
to  the  deceafed;  we  mean  the  butchering  a  vaft  number  of  hu- 
man viSims  at  the  funeral  obfcquies  of  their  relations,  which 
is  greater  or  fmaller  accor^ling  to  the  rank  or  wealth  of  the  de- 
ceafed, and  whofe  carcafes  are  piled  on  an  heap  over  their 
tombs. 

There  is  ftill  another  particularity  relating  to  the  morals 
even  of  thofe  who  make  open  profeflion  of  chriftianity  j  viz. 
their  allowing  thcmfelves  the  fame  lliamcful  plurality  of  wo- 
men that  the  idolaters  do,  and  with  this  difference  only,  that 
the  latter  call  them  all  wives  alike,  whilft  they  give  that  title  to 
the  firft,  and  that  of  concubines,  or  wives  of  the  fecond  rank, 
to  the  reft ;  which  is  done  rather  to  avoid  the  cenfures  of  the 
miffionaries,  than  out  of  any  notion  that  can  be  preached  into 
them  of  the  unlawfulnefs  of  polygamy.  In  other  cafes  they 
all  live  promifcuoufly  within  the  fame  inclofure,  neither  do  they 
ftint  themfelves  in  the  number  of  them,  untcfs  they  be  fo  in 
their  circumftances  ^  ;  and  this  is  another  melancholy  proof 
of  what  we  hinted  a  little  higher,  of  the  fmall  efFe<fts  the  gofpel 
hath  had  upon  their  minds,  notwithftanding  the  boaftcd  my- 
^  rlads  that  are  pretended  to  have  embraced  it. 
CoU  and  The  laft  particular  we  fliiall  mention  concerning  this  king- 
fmmjy  dom  is  their  mountains,  of  which  there  is  a  remarkable  ridge 
iwiw^«/ff/.  extending  itfelf  northrcaftward  from  Cape  Negro,  fome  of 
which,  on  account  of  their  vaft  height  and  coldnefs,  are  ciallcd 
bv  the  Portuguefe  Monti  Freddi,  and  fome  Others,  ftill  higher, 
Monti  Nevofi,  by  reafdn  of  their  fnowy  tops,  the  waters  of 


Polygamy 
in  great 
vogue 
among 
them. 


7  Jarric,  vol.  li.  c.  6.  Davitt,  Dapper,  &  al, 
rAzai,  pc  al.  fup,  citat. 
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whici)  falling  in  great  plenty,  during  the  fummer  feafon,  form 
a  confiderable  lake  below.    Such  fnowy  tops  are  juiUy  looked 
upon  as  a  great  rarity  in  fo  burning  a  climate,  efpeciaJly  as 
tfaefe  laft  draw  ftill  nearer  towards  the  equinoxial  line  *.    But 
the  mo&  confiderable  one  of  all  is  that  called  Cambambdy  about 
feven  leagues  eail  of  Mefingon^  on  which  is  9.  mine  oF  excellent 
filvcr.     The   Poriuguefe  have  long  fince  made  themfelves  Caftbam* 
mailers  of  it,  and  have  built  a  flout  fortreis  and  fettled  a  capi-  hzfiher 
taneria  upon  it,  which  by  reafon  of  its  vicinity  to  the  great  «»'«#/, 
river  Coanza^  carries  on  a  great  commerce  of  flaves  f. 

S  E  C  T.    IL 

^he  Origin  and  Foundation  of  the  Kingdom  </ Angola, 
and  Hifiory  of  its  Monarcbs  ;  their  ReduSiion  hy  the 
Portuguefe;  particularly  the  Reign  and  furprifing 
Hifiory  of  their  S^ueen  Zingha,  or  Xingha,  and  her 
long  and  Moody  Wars  againft  them. 

WE  have  already  obferved  that  this  kingdom,  or  at  leaft,  nefiun-^ 
that  part  of  it  which  was  called  Dongo^  and  inclofed  be-  dation  of 
tween  the  rivers  of  Danda  and  Coanza^  if  not  farther,  was  fub-  tbt  An- 
je£l  to  the  kings  of  Kongo,  and  governed  by  a  deputy  or  Sova  j  golic^/«^ 
but  how  long  it  had  been  fo  before  the  arrival  of  the  Portu-  ^^^* 
guefe  thither,  would  be  labour  loft  to  enquire  after ;   there 
being  nothing  fatisfadory  to  be  met  with  concerning  their 
hiiftory  before  that  epocha,  and  their  tradition  being  too  fabu- 
Iqus  and  abfurd  to  give  us  any  light  whereby  to  difentangle 
what  is  truth  from  what  is  not.  All  that  can  be  depended  upon 
concerning  the  firft  of  thofe  deputies,  or  governors,  who  fhook 
off  the  Kongoefe  yoke,  and  ere^ed  this  province  of  Dongo  into       j, 
an  independent  kingdom  is,  that  he  was  called  Ngola,  or,  as  Ngola, 
the  Portuguefe  vf nit  it,  Jngola^  who,  being  an  ambitious  ^^x- governor 
fon,  and  become  wealthy  and  powerful  by  the  reduftion  of e/* Dongo, 
fundry  neighbouring  ftates  under  his  dominion,  was  cafily  m^fi^akes  off 
duced,foon  after,  with  the  aiSftance,  or,  as  others  fay,  by  thc'^'  Kon» 
infligation,  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  were  become  very  nume-  Zf^^^ 
rous  there,  and  with  whom  he  entered  into  an'  alliance,  to^^J^»       • 
make  himfelf  independent,  and  to  afl'ume  the  tide  of  ]nty^,'''^fi'^  ^y 
or  Great  *.     Nevertheleft,  to  prevent  his  being  fufpo£led  by       ^0^'** 
the  king  of  Kongo,  and  bringing  a  war  upon  himfelf  from  that  ^^^  ^* 

*  PiQAFET.  lib.  i.  c.  7.  Davity,  &  al.  f  De  Lisl«, 

La  Croix  Relat.  d'Afriq.  &  al,  »  Pigafet.  lib.  i. 

9.  7.    Jarric,  vol.  ii.  c.  6.    Dapper,  Davity,  k  al. 
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quarter,  which  might  hare  diiconcerted  all  his  views,  hechofe 
to  f<;nd  him  the  ufual  tribute  annually,  accompanied  ^i^ 
other  prefents  i  and  this  he  continued  doing  till  he  had  fettl^ 
bimfelf  Aii&ciently  on  his  new  throne,  and  had  f^cured  it  t6 
hi$  delcendants ;  by  which  time  he  was  beconie  fo  potent  by 
the  conquefts  he  had  made  of  feveral  other  provinces,  that  he 
looked  upon  himlelf  as  on  a  level  With  that  monarch  j  after 
which  he  made  no  fcruple  to  take  off  the  ma(k,  ahd  affum^ 
thc/oyal  title.  What  greatly  contributed  to  facilitate  Ws 
meafures  wiis  the  wars  which  the  king  of  Kongo  had  then  ilpoit 
««i  aJ^JIs  his  hands,  not  only  againft  fome  revolted  provinces,  but  againft 
fhe  itngof^^  barbarous  Giagas^  who  had  niade  a  powerful  inroad  into 
Jwongo.  his  dominions,  and  again^  whom  he^was  glad  to  beg  Ngoja^ 
affiftance,  not  now  as  from  his  fubjed,  but  as  from  a  friend 
and  ally.  And  fuch  they  continued  ever  fince,  fending  pre- 
fents and  affiftance  to  each  other,  and  encouraging  a  miitual 
commerce  between  their  fubjeifts  (A). 

•*  De  hii,  yid.  fop.  pag.  lo,  &  fcq^. 


fotAierful^ 


\k\  The  AngoHc  tradition 
(probably  to  take  off  the  odium 
of  their  monarchy  being  found- 
t^  on  rebellion)  giveHta  much 
fofter  and  more  laudable  origin. 
It  tells  us  that  l^goh^  its  foun* 
^er,  whom  it  furnames  Muffari, 
was  Qriginally  an  iron  ^ith, 
luid  the  firft  inventor  of  that 
jnanofaflure;  in  the  improve- 
Tnent  of  which  he  had  been  in- 
ilrudted  by  the  idols  or  demons 
of  the  country.  That  h^ving^ 
ly  their  afliftance,  found  out  the 
way  of  forging  and  working  that 
metal  into  all  manner  of  tools 
for  hufbandry,  weapons  for  war, 
9nd  other  neceflary  uteniils,  he 
became  (deeding  rich»  not  only 
1>y  the  ufe  he  made  of  them* 
himfelf,  but  by  letting  them  out 
IQ  hire  at  certain  prices,  not  of 
gold,  fiiyer,  or  fliell  money^ 
which  were  not  then  in  ufe,  but 
of  corny  fruits,  cattle,  and  other 
<:Qmmoditie9,  which  were. then 
exchanged  in  traffic,  The  coun- 


try being  not  long  after  wfited 
with  a  grievous  ramine,  Vgia 
generoufly  opened  his  ^-i 
houfes,  and  aflifted  his  poor  ia* 
miihed  countrymen  ^ith  provi- 
fions,  and,  by  his  charitable  dif- 
tributi69  of  them  faved  the  livcfi 
of  fome  thoufands  of  them,  i»hj 
muft  have  inevitkbly  perilW| 
without  it.  In  gratitude  for  wJokj 
generofity,  and  as  the  only  a^j 
knowiegement  they  ,coald  aMkei 
him  fpr  it,  they  all  unanimod^i 
chofe  him  for  their  king.  Hii 
fiame  and  merit  foon  incteaM 
the  number  of  his  fubje£b|  an^ 
he  became  the  firft  Ngiltt  of  tl» 
whole  province  of  Deng9,  Asd; 
hence  it  is,  that  the  iron  toana* 
fiaflure  and  fmith*«  trade  ai^ 
i^ckohed  among  th^  royal  «tt| 
by  the  Angolans  I  and  bend 
it  is  alfo  that  the  Porti^ 
h^vB  given  this  new  kiogd^ 
the  name  of  its  firft  moaardii 
$ifed  called  5t -<%<?/«( 0- 
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NcoLA  lived  to  a  very  great  age,  highly  refpefted  by  his  His  nign. 

fubje<9s,  and  in  friendihip  and  alliance  with  the  king  oi  Kongo 
and  the  PtHuguefe ;  but  in  what  year  he  began,  or  ended,  his  7he  time    . 
reign,  no  author  hath  been  able  as  yet  to  inform  us.     The  9f  his 
JngolanSj  md  in  general  all  the  EihiapianSy  being  fuch  bad  ^^^g"  ^^^ 
chronologers  for  want  of  the  ufc  of  letters,  that,  inftead  of^*^^'^/**' 
aiming  to  preferve  a  traditional  account  of  the  years  of  their  ^''''^'** 
kings  reigns,  they  could  only  point  out  the  epocha  of  any  ma- 
terial tranfadion  by  faying  that  it  happened  in  fuch  a  king's 
reign  c.    The  moil  that  we  can  fay  of  it  is,  that  it  muft  have 
been  a  conftderable  time  after  the  firft  difcovery  of  (;his  coaft 
by  Diego  Cam^  an,  J  484,  feeing  the  Portuguife  were  become 
powerful  and  numerous  enough  to  aflift,  if  not  inftieate,  th^ 
new  monarch  in  his  rebellion.     However  that  be,  TSgola  had  Qnat 
got  great  numbers  of  wives  and  concubines,  after  the  manner  mmher  $f 
of  the  country,  hot  had  made  one  of  them  his  chief  queen,  ^iw/. , 
and  gave  her  the  title  of  Erganna  Eniene^  or  the  Great  Lady, 
on  account  of  her  fmgular  prudence  and  oeconomy,  and  her 
particular  affection  to  him.     He  had  three  daughters  by  her,  Histhrs^  . 
Zunda  Riangolay  Tumba  Riangda^  and  a  third,  whofe  name  is  daughtir^. 
forgot,  but  he  had  no  fbn  by  her  i  and  it  was  his  chief  cate,  to-  h  ^« 
wards  the  latter  end  of  his  life,  to  fecure  the  fucceflion  to  his  i?«'^»- 
ddeft  daughter,  and,  to  that  end,  he  often  confulted  his  beloved  ^^fig^^ 
queen  about  the  molt  proper  means  of  effenaing  his  defign,  ^^  ^^^^ 
which  fhe  failed  not  to  encourage  with  all  her  power  and  ^^^'  [//  f 
quencc.  ]hlm 

NooLA  being  by  this  time  grown  extremely  old  and  in^  Betrayed 
fon,  agreed  with  her  that  he  (hould  fend  for  his  lieutenant-  ly  ^,-^ 

Sneral,  a  favourite  flave,  whom  he  had  gradually  raifed  to^  chief  mi" 
at  dignity  for  his  fignal  fervices  and  other  good  qualities,  nijlers 
and  had  iince  created  him  bis  viceroy  over  his  whole  realm,  horrid 
to  apprife  him  of  his  refolution.    The  artful  miniiler  failed  not  Jimtagemp 
10  approve  and  applaud  it,  though  his  chief  defign  was  to  fup- 
plant  the  young  princeis,  and  to  feize  upon  the  throne.    He 
took  accordingly  the  opportunity,  one  day,  when  that  princeis 
4iid  the  whc^e  court  were  employed  m  (owing  their  lands, 
with  the  ufual  fuperflitious  ceremonies,  to  fpread  a  rumour^  ' 

that  fonie  of  their  enemies  liad  penetrated  into  the  Jngolicdo^ 
4ninions,  and  were  putting  all  to  fire  and  fword  where- ever 
tbey  came.  He  took  care  to  have  the  falfe  alarm  fo  well  con- 
*  £rmed  by  feveral  of  his  partifans,  that  it  had  fpread  itfelf  ov^r 
that  whole  canton,  and  every  one  was  confultlng  whither  tp 
flee  for  fafety. 
In  this  confufipn,  the  treacherous  viceroy  condu£fe  the  andmur- 

three  princeiles  to  the  royal  palace,  and  acquaints  the  king,  ^^^'^  h 

bim^      \ 

f  Laj^at  ca;  Cavaz^ii,  io  fin.  lib.  ii.  p.  457. 
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who  was  then  bedridden,  with  the  pretended  danger,  and  urgfcs 
him  to  betake  himfelf  to  a  fpecdy  flight.     The  frighted  mo- 
narch, unable  to  ftir,  defires  him  to  confult  for  his  IzSety  5 
whereupon,  being  a  ftout  young  fellow,  he  takes  his  royal 
mafter  upon  his  moulders,  and  conveys  him  into  a  neighbour- 
ing wood,  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  and  precipitatiorl,  under  pre- 
tence of  faving  him  from  the  fliry  of  the  enemy.    But  he  ao 
fooner  faw  himfelf  out  of  fight  of  thofe  that  accompanied  him 
than  he  fet  him  down,  and  plunged  his  dagger  into  his  heart. 
This  was  the  fatal  end  of  the  brave  Ngola^  whofe  treacherous 
Jbi  vii'    murderer  did  not  go  long  undifcovered.  Many  of  the  nobles  of 
Iain  feizes  ^^^  kingdom  quickly  appeared  in  arms  againft  the  traitor,  but 
thecrcwtt^  foon  found  his  party  too  powerful  to  be  oppofed,  and  were  at 
itnd  is  the  length  obliged  to  fubmit,  and  fuiFer  him  to  afcehd  the  throne, 
^i/^f^jg-e?/ without  any  farther  oppofition,  upon  his  publicly  declaring 
Angola,     that  he  had  not  feized  up9n  it  but  with  a  full  defign  to  fecure 

it  for  the  yoong  princefs  Zunda  Riangola. 

Excttfes         In  the  mean  time,  as  fuch  a  flep  was  the  farthefl  from  his 

bis  crime    thoughts,  and  he  had  great  caufe  to  fear  left  (he  (hould,  fooner 

utbeprifi'  qr  later,  find  friends  enough  in  the  realm  to  force  him  out  of 

^Zun-    it,  as  fhe  was  no  lefs  refpefted  both  on  account  of  her  father 

"* »  and  of  her  own  amiable  qualities,  than  he  was  detefted  for 

his  horrid  treafon,   he  thought  it  his  fafeft  way  to  wait  upon 

her,  and  try  to  extenuate  the  heinoufnefs  of  his  crime,  by  re- 

prefenting  to  her  that  what  he  had  done  was  merely  to  free 

her  aged  father  and  herfelf  from  becoming  a  prey  to  the  ene- 

^  mies  of  the  ftate,  who  he  knew,  better  than  anyone  (having 

governed  it  during  fuch  a  number  of  years)  were  ju(l  ready  to 

take  the  advantage  of  the  king's  imbecility  to  caufe  a  total 

fubverfion  in  the  realm.  And  that,  though  the  method  he  had 

taken  was  indeed  a  violent  one,  yet  that  it  was  the  only  one 

that  could  enable  him  to  fecure  the  crown  to  her,  which  was 

his  whole  and  fole  aim  in  all  the  fteps  he  had  taken,  in  order 

to  fet  it  niore  firmly  upon  her  head,  as  foon  as  fhe  (hould  be 

of  age  fufficient  to  take  the  reins  into  her  hands. 

nvhp  diC'        '^^^  princefs,  young  as  (he  was,  could  eafily  fee  through 

femhUs       ^^  whole  ineaning  of  his  artful  and  fpecious  fpeech,  but  be- 

ber  rtfent'  *"g  taught  to  diflemble  by  her  too  juft  fears  and  imminent  dan- 

ment,         ger,  fecmcd  fo  wholly  to  acquiefce  with  all  bis  meafures,  that 

nothing  efcaped  from  her  that  might  alarm  hisjealoufy  ;  and 

in  the  conclufion  sfTured  him  that  (he  wholly  relied  on  bis 

feithfulnefs  and  gencrofity,  being  fully  fatisfied  that  he  could 

never  forget  that  (he  was  the  daughter  of  a  prince  who  had 

I  to  affedionately  loved  and  di({ingiii(hed'him.     So  that  feveral 

ycars^  elapfed  without  performance  of  promife  on  his  part,  or 

Bis/mMn  attempt  on  hers  to  dethrone  him.     At  length  a  fuddcn  cjeath 

dtatb.       carried  him  o(F,  and  opened  to  her  a  more  e?fy/Way  to  the 

thrones 
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throne,  and  (he  was  untverfally  acknowkged  and  crowned     III. 
queen  of  Angola^  and  behaved  with  fuch  furprifing  modera*  Zunda 
ticMi  and  prudence,  even  in  the  firft  years  of  her  reign,  as  gained  Riangola 
her  the  admiration  and  affedlion  of  all  her  fubjefts.  crooned. 

But  her  rqK>fe  was  much  difiurbed  towards  the  latter  end  Qrows 
of  her  reign,  through  her  giving  too  great  a  way  to  her  jealous  y^^/^j  ef 
temper.     It  was  that  which  prevented  her  marrying,  becaufe  berfifter. 
ihe  Would  not  have  any  rival  or  controuler  ;  and  the  fame  mif- 
trail  infpired  her  by  degrees  with  a  growing  envy  againft  her 
^SttxMunda^  who  had  two  charming  foes  by  her  hufband^  that 
were  become  the  hopes  and  darlings  of  the  realm,  as  being 
the  prefumptive  heirs  to  the  crown.     The  thoughts  left  her 
fubje(5b,  grown  weary  of  being  governed  by  a  woman,  fhould 
iet  the  crown  upon  one  of  their  heads,  gave  her  fuch  continual 
appr^enfions,  that  (he  refolvcd  to  take  them  both  oiF;  but 
bow  to  efie^  it,  was  equally  difficult  and  dangerous,  whether 
ihe  did  it  by  private  means  or  by  open  force.     She  at  length  Sendifir 
ordered  them  to  be  brought  to  court,  under  pretence  of  having  ^^  ^w« 
them  educated  under  her  eye,  as  her  children,  and  heirs  to  hcr^^^^ 
crown.    But  this  her  fifter  and  her  hufband  Chihagni  ^ifa* 
maj  2i  wife  and  politic  nobleman,judicioufly  declined  for  feme 
t«me,  under  one  pretence  or  other  ;  tiU  at  length  the  artful  and 
miftruflful  queen  found  means  to  prevail  upon  them  to  fend 
their  eldeft fon  to  her;  who  was  fcarcely  arrived  at  her  court, 
before,  like  a  fecond  Megara^  fhe  caufed  the  illuftrious  youth 
to  be  facVificed  to  her  jealou/y,  together  with  all  the  numerous  Murdfrs  , 
attendance  that  had  accompanied  him  thither,  one  only  ex-  ^^'  eUifi* 
cepted,  who,  though  covered  with  wounds,  happily  efcaped, 
and  brought  the  dreadful  news  to  thf  princefs  and  her  huf* 
bond. 

The  horror  which  feized  the  noble  parents  at  this  report 
was.  too  exceflivc  to  fufFer  them  to  exprefs  their  grief  in  help- 
lefs  lamentations.     They  both  fallied  out  of  their  pa]ace,  at 
the  head  of  all  their  vaiTals,  and.  made  the  utmofl  hafte  to  furr 
prize.the  bloody  queen,  and  found  her  ready  to  receive  them  at 
the  head  of  a  numerous  force  ;  but  which,  at  the  iirft  fight 
of  ihe  dead  prince's  parents,  quickly  abandoned  her  to  their  re- 
fentment.     Thefe  did  not  fuffer  her  to  wait  long  for  her  juft  L  herfelf 
doom  ;  the  afflidcd  mother  was  the  firii  that  ruihed  iipon  her  murdered 
unnatural  fifter,  and,  having  plunged  her  dagger  in  her  heajrt,  h  ^'^fif- 
ordered  her  cntr^iils  to  be  taken  out  and  flung  into  the  hole  ^*^- 
into  which  (he  had  caufed  her  nephew's  body  to  be  caft.  The 
deed,  inhuman  as  it  was,  was  yet  highly  applauded  by  the      jy 
Angelic  ftates,  who  immediately  conferred  the  crown  upon  her,  Tomba 
and  fhe,  with  their  confent,  as  readily  invited  her  hufband  to'^rtfauw*^ 
Ihare  it  with  her,  alleging,  that  the  management  of  public  af  hut  refigns, 
fairs  was  more  fuitable  to  one  of  his  than  of  her  fex.     Chil-  ittoh$r%d 

vagni^/ott. 
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tagniy  however,  had  his  reafons  for  declinmg  her  genecous  of« 

fers  s  and,  in  the  moft'affe(S^ionate  and  politeit  terms,  begged  to 

be  excufed  from  accepting  of  them,  to  the  great  admiration  of 

the  whole  court..    At  laft  the  tender  confli<ft  between  them 

was  happily  compromifed  by  their  mutual  confcot  tq  caufe 

their  furviving  fon  to  be  forthwith  crowned,  and  to  take  the 

reins  of  government  into  hi&  hands. 

V.  This  young  prince,  who  was  named  after  his  father  Jngcla 

Angola     Cbilvagnty  proved  a  warrior  of  the  firft  rank,  and  quickly  enr 

Chilvagni  Jarged  the  Angolic  doi^^inions,  by  the  coxiqueft  of  feveral  con* 

crowned,    fiderable  provinces  on  the  eaft  and  fouth  fides.    His  fame^ra- 

Bis  'vaft    dually  grew  fo  great  and  dreaded,  that  powerful  nations  fubmit* 

(onquefti    jej  xo  him  even  before  his  approach,  and  were  proud  to  fight 

and  mi*     under  his  banners.    He  had  a  vaft  number  of  wives  and  eoa* 

mtroHs  if-  cubined,  and  by  them  a  great  number  of  children,  and  dlfperfeil 

fut.  his  fons  Into  fundry  governments  among  his  conquered  pro* 

vinces,  where  their  defcendants  ftill  make  a  confiderable  figure^ 

and  enjoy  the  many  lordihips  and  governments  which  he  had 

diftributed  among  them.  The  reader  may  fee  the  namesof  fom« 

of  the  chief  of  thofe  families  in  the  margin  (B).    He  lived  to  a 

good  old  age,  and  died  highly  regretted  and  honoured,  and  wa^ 

buried  with greatpompamongft  his  anceftors^and  was  fucceedi* 

(B)   The  moft    wnfiderablc  of  the   province   of  Emhacca^ 

branch  of  his  defcendants  was  where  the  Portuguefe  built  a  forr 

the   Narian  family,   furnamed  trefs  of  the  fame  name,  to  whic^ 

Cbil'vagniy  eldeft    fon  of  king  they  have  tacked  50  leagues  of 

Angola  Aariif  one  of  whofe  dc-  land,  and  left  the  remainder  to 

fcendants,    named    Domjuan^  Ngola  Canini^  but  on  condition 

was  cHofen  king  of  Angola  Ariiy  that  they  continue  firm  to  the  in* 

by  the  affiftance  of  the  Fortu*  tereft  of  the  church,  on  which  acr* 

guefu  and  was  reigning  in  An-  count  they  honoured  them  with 

gda  at  the  time  that  our  capu-  the  title  oi  Lords  of  thi  church  i 

chin    refided  there,    and  who  and^  to  that  end,  have  erected  thfc 

gained  that  eledion  by  force,  above-mentioned  fortrefs,  within 

und  in  prejudice  of  the  princefs  two  miles  of  their  ufualreiidence, 

Zingha,  who  was  the  immediate  on  the  river  Lucalla. 
heirefs  to  that  crown,  and  who        The  lafl  branch  worth  men- 

dearly  revenged  that  wrohg  both  tioning  is  that  of  Mu^gba  Chtl- 

on  him  and  on  the  Ptfr/jv^M^,  as  <vagm,  fo  called  from   another- 

we  (hall  fee  in  the  fequel.  concubine,  by  whom  that  prince 

The  next  branch  of  Angola  had  a  fon,  who  took  her  name» 

Chilvagni  was  that  of  Ngola  and  whofe  defcendants  enjoy  9l 

Canini,  whom  he  had  by  a  fa-  territory  about  two  days  journey 

vourite  concubine,  named  Cani-  from  Embacca  (2), 
na,  and  who  became  fovereign 

(%)  CavazziH^t  Lahf^vhi fi^^^t  ii.^t  14* ^*  437i  &fif9 
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ed  by  one  of  his  younger  fons,  whom  he  particularly  loved  above 
all  the  reft,  and  hsid  named  his  fucceifor  before  his  death  f- 

Dambi  AnCo j.  a,  that  was  the  prince's  name,  had  no  fooner     VI, 
afcerided  the  throne,  thaft  the  fear  of  his  brethren  uniting  them-  Dambi 
felvcs  againft  him  in  favour  of  the  eldeft,  put  him  upon  the  Angola 
inhuman,  though  but  too  frequent,  expedient  of  putting  them  crvwnedn, 
all  to  death.     He  could  not,  however,  carry  on  his  bloody  de- 
fign  with  fuch  fecrecy  but  two  of  them  had  fome  notice,  or  at 
leaft  prc-fentiment  of  it,  and  hajipily  efcaped,  the  one  into  the 
province  of  Lubdoj  apd  the  other  into  fome  of  the  remotefl; 
parts  of  the  VXngicmoi  Metamba^  which  joins  to  that  of  An- 
pla  on  the  eaft.     Dambi  was  indeed  in  his  nature  a  monfler  HisviU 
of  cruelty,  avarice,  lewdnefs,  and  faithlefihefs  ;  and  it  was  no  fbaraSen 
fmall  happinefs  to  his  fubjedts  that  his  reign  proved  but  of  andjhort 
fliort  duration;  fo  that  he  died  detefted  by  all,  and  regretted  by  rtign, 
none.     Notwithftanding  which,  his  funeral  obfequies  were 
performed  with  as  great  magnificence  as  if  he  had  been  on^  of 
the  beft  and  happieft  of  monarchs  \  and  a  mount  was  ereded 
over  his  grave,  which,  according  to  the  inhuman  cuftom  of 
the  country,  confiftedof  a  prodigious  number  of  human  vic- 
tims, which  had  beth  facrificed  to  his  ghoft. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  N-gola  Chilvagni^  a  warlike  prince,     VII. 
but  who  was  ambitious  of  glory,  and  y^ould  purchafe  it  at  N-gola 
?iny  price.     He  made  the  moft  dreadful  inroads  Into  the  fron-  Chilvagni 
tiers  of  Kongo f  along  the  rivers  of  Danda^  LucaUaj  Zandaj  and  ^^»w«^^. 
Coanza^  whofe  waters  were  tinged  with  the  blood  of  myriads, 
whom  he  mafiacred  in  his  excurfions.    He  carried  his  con-  ///^  ^rj^gi 
queils  withm  eight  leagues  of  Loanda  San  Paulo^  where  he  ra*vages 
caufed  a  tree  tok  be  planted,  to  be,  as  it  were,  a  boundary  of  and  cox- 
his  ravages,  near  to  which,  on  the  banks  of  the  Coanzaj  the  quefls, 
Portuguefe  afterwards  erected  a  fortrefs,  and  called  the  tree 
above-mentioned  Ifanday  or  Ifandaura. 

*    Notwithstanding  all  thofc  dreadful  invafions  and  hor-  HisHberoi- 
rid  butcherieS)  N-gola  Ckihagni  fliewed  fuch  generofity  to-  /'/w  aH4 
iirards  all  that  readily  fubmitted  to  him,  as  made  him  as  mnch  Accefi. 
beloved  by  them  as  he  was  detefted  by  thofe  who  had  felt  the 
tfiefts  of  his  cruelty,  by  which  means  he  was  fure  to  Con-    , 
quer,  not  only  where-cver  he  came,  but  even  where  he  feem- 
^d  to  direft  his  forces  j  infomuch,  that;,  whether  thro'  fear  or 
hope,  where-ever  he  was  apprehended  to  fteer  his  courfe, 
they  did  not  wait  till  he  had  entered  their  territories,  but  fent 
deputies  to  acknowle^e  him  their  fovereign,  and  to  implore 
W  favour.    His  fMrprifing  fuccefs,  joined  to  the  (extravagant 

f  CAVAipa^j,  abi  fi^.  VflJ.  ii.  c.  14. 
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Tdncies  praifes  which  his  paraHtes  every-where  publifhed  of  him,  had 
bimfelfa  at  length  fuch  an  efFedt  upon  him,  that  he  began  to  fancy  faim- 
g9d*  felf  one  of  the  deities  of  the  country,  and  to  exaft  the  (arac 

honqurs  and  worfhips  as  were  paid  to  the  reft,  which  his  fub^ 
je£is  were  flavifh  enough  to  comply  with.  And  we  are  toU 
that  the  itOt  of  Singhillos,  which  is  ftill  extant,  pretend  that 
his  foul,  or  ghoft,  is  placed  amongft  their  moft  confiderable 
deities,  and  fends,  or  withholds,  the  ufual  rains  aa^  he  fees  fit. 
hiti  child"  He  was,  however,  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  common  fate  of 
^fi'  other  mortals,  and,  with  the  additional  mortification,  of  /dy- 

ing childlefs,  and  leaving  no  fuccefS)r  behind  him. 
YIII.  The  ftates  ele<fted  the  young  prince  Ngingha-jtrigola^Chi- 

Ngingha   lombo  Kiekajanda  for  his  fuccefTor,  great  nephew  to  Angola 
Angola,     Chilvagni  ^iafama^  whd  proved  a  prince  of  fuch  a  cruel  and 
a  cruel      tyrannic  difpofition,  that,  under  pretence  of  juftice,  he  allowed 
prince.       himfelf  in  the  moft  barbarous  feverities  towards  his  fubjefls. 
His  extreme  rigour  on  fome  of  his  revolted  provinces,  parti- 
cularly that  of  Oariiy  fo  far  alarmed  not  only  his  whole  realm, 
but  all  the  neighbouring  Oates,  that  feveral  of  them  fubmitted 
Ws  Ih^rt    to  him  to  avoid  the  effeds  of  his  cruelty.    They  were  all, 
reign,  and  however,  fooh  delivered  from  their  fears  ;  and  death  having 
death.       pQ^  ^  fpcedy  period  to  his  reign,   he  was  buried  with  the 
ufual  pomp   and  folemnities,  particularly  that  of  having  a 
whole  hetacomb  of  human  viflims  flain  and  heaped  upon  bis 
grave  (C)t*  His 

f  Cavazzi,  ubi  fup. 

(C)  Our  good  capuchin,  who  whether  their  fiefti  was  burnt,  or 
/  18  the  only  one,  who  by  his  long  covered  over  with  earth,  or  left 
ftay  among  them  had  a  frequent  to  rot  above-ground.  He  doth 
opponanity  of  obfcrving,  and  not  inform  us  (3). 
preaching  againfl^  thofe  inhu-  But,  in  another  place,  fpeak- 
jnan  cuftoms,  as  well  as  of- in-  ifigof  the  neighbouring  Giagas, 
forming  himielf  about  thereig^ns  a  barbarous  race  of  canibals,  he , 
of  the  above-mentioned  mo-  tells  us,  that  thpy  obferved  tlie 
narchs,  doth  not  acquaint  us,  fame  bloody  rite  over  their 
whence  thefe  unhappy  vidims  dead,  and  facrificed  more  or  few- 
were  taken,  whether  among  the  cr  of  thofe  unhappy  vidims,  ac- 
domeHics  or  flaves  of  the  dtr  cording  to  their  rank ;  and  that 
ceafed,  or  whether  they  were  they  procured  them. by  making 
prifoner^of  war.  Neither  doth  excurlions  into  other  provinces 
he  tell  us  in  what  manner  they  and  carrying  off  all  they  could 
>  were  facrificed  to  the  manes  of  lay  hands  on,  for  the  inhuman 
the  dead,  or  how  their  bodies  purpofe  above-mentioned  ;  he 
were  difpofed  of,  farther  U^an  adds,  that  whilft  the  priefls  were 
that  they  were  raifed  up  in  heaps  butchering  them,  the  relations 
pr  mounts  over   the  grave,  bat  of  the  deceafed,  and  the  reflpf 

(l)  Cavffzxia^,  Labat,  /.  ii,  f.  14.  f,  439,  ^  442,  &  alib,paj\ 
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His  fucceffbr,  Baniii  Angola^  proved  more  cruel  than  his     IX. 
father,  and  carried  his  inhumanity  fo  far,  that  he  became  odi-  Bandi 
ous  to  all  his  fubjefts.     A  general  revolt  cnfucd,  in  which  Angola,  a 
they  called  fome  of  the  neighbouring  Giagas  from  the  fouth  ^^°^^y  'J' 
to  their  affifiance,  who,   like  a  band  of  amiflied  canil^als,  ^^*^' 
hafted  to  them  as  to  a  delicious  banquet,  and  befieged  the  He  gets 
tyrant  upon  an  inacceffible  mountain ;  where,  being  unable  to  ajpftance 
come  at  him,  they  refolved  to  reduce  him  by  famine.     This//-<?»  the 
gave  him  an  opportunity  of  applying  to  the  king  of  Kongo  for  f^i^g  of 
fuccour,  whofe  intereft  it  equally  was  to  prevent  thefe  raven-  Kongo  a^ 
ous  barbarians  from  entering  the  Angolk  dominions,  from  Z^^^fi  ^^* 
which  they  could  fo  eafily  pafs  into  his  own,  hnd  put  all  to  ^'"^^^^'^ 
fire  and  fword.     That  prince,  therefore,  hefitated  not  to  fend^*'^^^^- 
him  a  fpeedy  fuccour ;  and  cafting  his  t^^%  on  the  Portuguefey 
whofe  valour  he  had  fo  cAen  experienced,  and  of  whom  he  q'^g  Por- 
entertained  a  great  .number  at  his  court,  he  ordered  a  ftrong  tuguc(e 
reinforcement  of  them  to  march  to  his  affiftance,  and  gave  the  defeat  the 
command  of  them,  as  well  as  of  the  Kongoefe  forces,  which  he  reheUani 
fent  with  them,  to  one  of  their  braveft  and  tnoft  experienced  Giagas. 
officers,  who,  tho'  vaftly  inferior  in  number  to  the  revolters, 
and  their  auxiliaries,  yet,  depending  on  the  bravery  of  his  hand- 
ful of  Europeans  more  than  on  the  Kongoefe  under  his  com- 
mand, attacked  them  with  fuch  furprifing  fury,  that  he  quick- 
ly routed  them,  and  made  a  horrid  flaughter  amongft  the  Gia- 
gas^  and  reduced  the  rebels  to  their  obedience. 

The  king,  feeing  himfelf  fo  happily  delivered  from  his  dan-  The  Por- 
gcp,  and  peace  and  tranquility  reftored  to  his  dominions,  was  tugucfe  /» 

the  company  danced  ai'ound  the  flefh  of  the  viflims,  for  which 

dead  corpfe,  and  that,  as  foon  thofe  canibals  were  abhorred  by 

as  that  was  laid  in  the  grave,  the  more  civilized  Ethiopians) 

they  fell  to  feafting  ontheflefh  we  will  not  pretend  to  affirm, 

0/  the  viftims  as  long  as  it  laft-  yet  are  far  from  thinking  it  im- 

ed  ;  after  Which  they  reared  the  probable  ;  there  being  nothing 

bones  into  a  pile,  and  covered  fo  (hocking  in  the  reft  of  the  ce- 

it  with  earth,   and  ftuck  the  remony,  as  that  of  facrificfng  fo 

ikulls/Upon  poles,  at  proper  dif-  many   vi^lims  in  honour  of  the 

tances,    upon  the  pile,  which  dead ;  which  was  yet  pradifed 

fervfid  inihead  of  a  monument  through  the  whole  kingdom,  till 

(4).  Whether  the  Angolans^  who  they  embraced  chriftianity,  and 

were  not  yet  converted  to  chrif-  is  ftill  fo  among  the  unconvert- 

tianity,   might  not  taife  their  ed,  where  ever  they  can  do  it 

mounts  over  the  graves  of  their  without  danger  of  being  punifh- 

monarchs  and  other  great  men  ed  for  it  by  their  new  mailers 

in  fome  fuch  manner  (excepting,  \\iQ  Portuguefe, 
ifi  all  probability,  the  eating  the         ' 

(4)  //</•  ibid,  /,  i.  <:,  J-j.fag*  397,  & /r/.  &  alik,  pajp  De  hit,  vid.fup.  fag* 
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great fy'   {o  deeply  a(Fe<^d  with  this  fignal  fervlce,  as  well  as  with  the 
Hfwr  nuith  bravery  and  conduct  of  the  Portugueje^  that  he  took  them  into 
the  king ;    his  fervicc,  and  even  into  his  council,  and  put  fuch  confidence 
in  them,  that  he  did  nothing  without  their  advice.     Theit 
brave  general,  efpecially,  became  one  of  his  greateft  favourites 
and  confidants ;  but  much  more  fo  of  that  princess  daughter, 
who  (hewed  herfelf  no  lefs  taken  with  his  perfon,  ivhen  fee 
came  to  fee  him,  than  (he  had  been  with  his  valour  and  gal- 
lantry againft  her  father's  combined  enemies.     She  had  con- 
ceived a  ftrong  afFedion  for  him,  and  took  all  opportunities 
(he  could  to  make  him  fenfible  of  it ;  but  unfortunately  for 
them  both,  (^e  did  it  with  fo  little  precaution,   that  it  was 
quickly  perceived  by  the  king,  and  awaked  his  jealoufy  to  fudi 
a  height  that  he  dreamed  of  nothing  but  of  her  going  to  throw 
herfelf  into  the  arms  of  the  brave  ftranger,  and  joining  with 
him  and  his  countrymen  to  drive  him  out  of  his  dominions, 
and  feize  upon  his  crown  and  kingdom.     He  communicated 
his  fears  to  fome  of  his  moft  trufty  counfellers,  who,  as  is  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes,  were  but  too  ready  to  confirm  him  in  his  fufpi- 
cions ;  fo  that,  forgetting  now  all  his  obligations  to  thofe  noble 
Portuguefe^  as  well  as  to  thofe  of  their  nation  that  had  becnfo 
lone  fettled  amongft  them,  a  bloody  refolution  was  agreed  on, 
at  all  events,  to  extirpate  them  all  to  the  laft  man,  as  the  fureft 
way  to  prevent  their  dethroning  him,  and  bringing  his  whole 
realm  under  a  foreign  yoke.     ' 
nt'9'with'      These  violent  meafures,  however,  could  not  be  concerted 
draiAj  and  ^^^^  ^"^^  fecrecy  but  the  princefs  got  fome  information  of 
them,  and  apprifed  the  Portuguefe  general,  with  all  poffible 
fpeed,  who  feeing  himfelf  unable,  with,  that  handful  of  his 
countrymen  that  were  with  him,  to  make  head  againft  the 
whole  force  of  the  kingdom,   thought  it  more   expedieot 
to  make  the  beft  retreat  he  could,  and  with  as  many  of  his 
countrymen  as  could  conveniently  join  him,  into  the  king- 
dom of  Kongo^  whither  they  arrived,  all  fafe,  in  a  flioit  tinaC) 
iione  of  the  Angolans  daring  to  oppofe  or  moleft  them  throii^ 
their  whole  march,  though  they  followed  them  at  a  diftawcc 
all  the  way.     When  the  king  of  Kongo  came  to  be  informed 
of  the  perfidious  and  ungrateful  behaviour  of  that  of  Angok^ 
he  exprefied  his  refentment  againft  him  to  the  Portuguefi 
. ,  -  -         officers  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  and  in  all  probability,  would  have 
^y^^*'  taken  fome  fevere  revenge  on  him,  had  he  not  been  obliged 
^*"  •         to  lead  his- forces,  with  all  poffible  fpeed,  to  the  affiftance  of 
one  of  his  fouthern  provinces,  which  was  then  invaded  by  fonie 
neighbouring  prince,  and  forced  him  to  fufpend  bis  i:efeot- 
ment,  left  that  fliould  induce  the  Jngolic  king  to  join  forces 
with  the  enemy,        * 


and  re- 
fol'ves  to 
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This,  however,  afforded  the  Portuguefe  g€nenl  z  fair  pre-  Portn- 
tencc  for  defiring  the  king  of  Kongo  to  permit  him  to  fail  into  guefc^- 
Portugalf  whence  he  engaged  to  bring  back  with  him  fuch  a  ntralfaik 
powerful  reinforcement,  as  flbould  put  him  in  a  condition  difsf^^^^^* 
revenging  the  affront  offered  to  him  by  that  perfidious  mo- 
narch \  diough  at  the  bottom,  his  real  aim  was  to  give  hia 
mafier  the  king  of  P^r/tf^j/  a  plaufible  handle  fbrfeizingon 
fome  of  his  Angolic  provinces,  by  way  of  reprifal.     But  this 
he  ib  artfully  concealed  from  the  Kongoefe  monarch,  th^  he 
readUy  agreed  to  his  propofal,and  gave  him  leave,  to  fail  away 
with  all  convenient  fpced. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Lijbon^  he  gave  a  full  account  to  the  Ohtains 
^ng  of  what  had  been  done  at  Angola^  of  the  plan  he  had  an  arma- 
been  there  confulting  for  reducing  the  moft  confiderable  p^rtmint/rom 
of  the  kingdom,  and  of  the  fpecious  pretence  which  the  black  ^ii  court. 
treachery  of  that  prince  to  him  and  his  Portuguefe  would  af- 
ford for  invading  his  dominions*    All  which  were  fo  well  re- 
.liihed  and  approved  by  the  king  and  council,  that  an  arma- 
ment was  ordered  to  be  fitted  out  with  all  fpeed,  of  which  h^ 
was  to  have  the  chief  command.    A  fufficient  number  of  meQ 
were  put  on  board,  with  all  other  proper  materials  for  buildr 
ing  of  fortreiTes,  garrifonipg  and  providing  them  with  all  Mr 
cei&ries  offeniive  and  defenuve.     The  wind  favouring  him  all  l^tums  /# 
the  way  back  to  Jngolay  he  arrived  fafe  with  his  fquadron  at  Angola, 
Loanda  San  Paulo j  whence  he  immediately  difpatched  ^n  ex- *"''^* /'''- 
prcisto  give  the  king  of  ^tf«^^  notice  of  his  arrival  and  fuccefs.^'*'  '^  '^ 
The  meffenger  was  like  wife  charged  to  deliver  to  him  the  noble  ^^  ^ 
prefents  which  he  had  brought  to  him  from  the  court  of  X//^    ^^^* 
ion,  together  with  fome  others  for  his  principal  minifters,  to  a 
confiderable  value.    Thefe  were  no  (boner  gone,  but  the  ad-  Sails  up 
miral  failed  at  the  head  of  his  fquadron  up  the  river  Coanxa^tbe  CoaiH 
and,  without  meeting  with  the  leaft  oppofition,  landed  his  za. 
forces  upon  a  convenient  fpot  of  ground,  about  two  leagues  oS 
Maffingano^  a  city  fituate  on  the  banks  of  the  Coanza^  near 
the  place  where  the  Lucalla  falls  into  it,  and  where  they  im- 
mediately fet  about  erefting  a  fortrefs,  for  a  place  of  &fety,  Builds fir^ 
.which  they  compleated  in  a  few  days.     It  was,  however,  re-  treffes  uf^ 
moved  afterwards  higher  up  the  river,  and  had  feveral  new  for-  9n  it. 
lificattons  added  to  it,  which  brought  it  alnK)lt  contig^Qus  to 
the  city  oi Majfangano  above-mentioned. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  Angolic  king  was  informed  of 
the  Portuguefe  return,  and  of  dieir  fortifying  themfelves  on  io 
'advantageous  a  ground.  He  made  all  the  fpeed  he  could  to 
get  his  "^ces  together,  and  fent  them  againft  them.  The^ 
came  foon  after  to  a  fierce  engagement;  but  as  his  troops 
were  fuch  daftardly  militia  as  we  have  lately  defcribed,  they 
were  iioon  routed  and  difperfed  by  the  enemy's  fire>  and  a  vaft 

number 
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number  of  them  were  purfued  and  killed,  and  a  much  greater 
madeprifoncrs  and  fent  ^nto  flavcry.  The  admiral, following  his 
Tutsihe  bloW)  they  ravaged  the  whole  country,  put  all  to  fire  and  fword 
€9untry  to  that  came  in  their  way,  and  made  themfelves  maftcrs  of  every 
frt  and  place  and  fpot  of  ground  which  fuited  their  conveniency ;  but 
/word^  the  king  had  the  good  luck  to  efcape  out  of  their  hands,  and 
^beking  to  avoid  the  dire  effeils  of  their  rcfentment ;  which,  by  the 
^fi^pff  pains  they  took,  and  various  ftratagems  they  ufed,  to  get  him 
\  into  their  power,  we  tnayreafonably  judge  would  have  been 

of  the  fcvereft  kind,  ^ut  what  they  could  hot  have  an  op- 
portunity to  do  themfelves,  his  more  than  ever  exafperated 
fubjefts  did  foon  after  for  them. 

IT  is  hardly  to  be  doubted  but  after  the  defeat  and  difperfion 

which  followed  the  late  revolt,  a  prince  of  his  cruel  and  vin- 

diftive  temper  treated  them  with  greater  rigour  than  even 

Horrid  ex'  But  what  heightened  their  refentment  ev^n  to  defpair,  was 

toriions  of  the  horrid  extortions  and  barbarities  which  he  fuffered  the 

the  kin£s   three  brothers  of  one  of  his  favourite  concubines  to  commit 

favou'      every- where,  not  only  with  impunity,  but  with  fuch  open  au- 

rites.         dacioufnefs,  as  gave  them  caufe  to  believe  that  he  approved 

of,  and  upheld  them  in,  their  tyranny.     How  far  the  Portu^ 

guefe  might  have  contributed  in  blowing  the  flame  of  fedition, 

at  fuch  a  junfture,  we  can  only  guefs ;  but  it  grew  in  a  (hort 

time  to  fuch  a  height,  that  they  came  to  a  general  refolution  to 

aflaffinate  him  ;  and,  in  order  to  draw  him  out  of  his  inaccef- 

ijl    fible  retreat;  where  he  wallowed  in  all  manner  of  debaucheries  ; 

rejolv^a     ^j^      bethought  themfelves  of  the  following  ftratagem,  which 

''"•  hadthedefiredefFea. 

They  fent  deputies  to  him,  to  acquaint  him  vwth  the  revolt 
of  one  Cuculo  Cabazzo,  who,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  band^ 
committed  the  crueleft  ravages,  and  to  befeech  his  majefty  to 
levy  a  fufiicient  number  of  his  troops  to  fupprefs  him,  or  elfe 
to  give  them  leave  to  arm  themfelves againft  him.  The  king, 
highly  pleafed  to  find  them  fo  ready  to  take  the  trouble  ofF  his 
hands,  readily  granted  them  leave  to  raife  what  forces  they 
thought  neceflary,  which  they  did  accordingly  with  all  poiEblc 
difpatch.  Four  days  after  they  fent  again  to  inform  him  that- 
they  had  attacked  the  rebels,  though  they  had  not  made  one 
ftep  towards  it,  and  that  they  had  been  repulfed  with  lofe ;  but 
that,  if  his  majefty  would  but  condefcend  to  animate  them 
with  his  prefence,  the  very  fight  of  him  would  infpire  theqi 
with  fuch  frefh  courage,  that  he  fhould  foon  fee  the  revolted 
totally  reduced,  and  himfelf  crowned  w»ith  victory. 
,  The  bait  had  the  defired  efFeft  ;  and  the  king,  without  any 
other  precaution  or  reliance  than  his  own  guards,  fet  out  a 
few  days  after  to  go  and  head  his  troops,  which  were  encamp* 
cd  on  the  banks  of  the  Lucalla.  He  no  fooncr  came  in*  fight 
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of  thcmv  but  all  the  chief  office!^  went  forth  to  meet  bim,  hdramon 
:an(J,* with  ieemftig  joy  and  emolation,  to  pay  their  refpefis  lo  out  $f  hit 
-him,  by  which  means  they  gradually  parted  him  from  his/^ff'*/s  fy 
guards,  till  having  furroundcd  him  on  every  fide,  they  at  once  A^'^J'^^jt 
Mupon  and  cut  him  in  pieces.     He  left  five  children  behind  ^'^^'* 
him*  the  one  an  infant  by  his  favourite  concubine  Aongoa-ki-^f^^^J^ 
jW?,  lately  mentioned,  and  four  others,  a  fon  and  three  daugb-  Jf,  ^^^'* 
ten,  by  one  of  his  flaves.    The  fon  of  the  former  was  judged    ''  r^^ 
incapable  of  fucceeding  him,  becaufe  his  mother  had  beenfbun4 
guilty  of  breach  of  fidelity  $  fo  that  they  could  not  be  fure  of 
his  being  really  the  king's  fon.     The  children,  of  the  flave 
were  excluded,  by  the  laws  of  the  realm,  from  inheriting  their 
father's  throne,  merely  on  account  of  their  mother  being  a 
flave,  for  otherwife,  both  the  fon,  whofe  name  was  N-gola^ 
Miandiy  and  his  three  fifters,  Zingha^  or,  as  others  write  it, 
Xinga^  Bandi'AngolaTt  Cambiy  and  Fungi^  had  already  dif- 
played  fuch  amiable  qualities,  by  their  well-timed  liberalities, 
that  they  had  gained  the  afFeftion  of  the  whole  nation.     And  N-goIa 
it  was  by  their  means  that  the  fon  gained  fuch  a  powerful  party  Bandi 
on  his  fide,   as  in  fome  meafure  forced  the  eleSors  to  raife  ri^/to 
him  to  the  throne,  notwithftandingthe  ilavifh  condition  of  his  ^^/vg-. 
mother.  , 

The  crown  was  hardly  well  fettled  upon  his  head,  before     X. 
he  began  to  wreak  his  refentm^nt  upon  all  that  had  oppofed  N-goh. 
his  eledlion.    He  began  with  the  Tenduhy  or  commander  of  Bandi 
the  king's  rear-guard,  who,  by  his  o£Ece,  is  the  chief  of  t\ic  crammed. 
clciSors,  and  the  perfon  who  governs  the  realm  during  the  in-  Bigim  hh 
tcrreenum,  whom  he  cH-dered  to  be  put  to  death  with  his ''''i'*  w//i'^ 
whole  family.     Thefe  were  followed  by  the .  principal  offi-'^^^^* 
.cersof  his  father's  court;  all  his  concubines,  together  with 
their  parents  and  near  relations,  whom  be  caufed  to  be  cruelly 
:  butchered,  together  with  his  half-brother,  bis  father's  fon  by  a 
favourite  concubine,  and  then  but  an  infant,    He  did  not  even 
^c  his  own  nephew,  the  fon  of  his  fifler  Zingha-Bandi^ 
whom  file  bad  by  one  of  her  paramours  5  at  which  flie  was  fo 
highly  cxafpcrated,  that  fhe  (wore  to  be  revenged  on  him  in 
the  fame  kiiid,  as  fhe  adually  was  not  long  after.     So  afraid 
was  heof  every  one  even  of  his  own  family,  that  jnight  one  day 
lay  claim  to  the  crown. 

'    The  next  objefts  of  his  hatred  and  jealoufy  were  the  For-  j^^fgaud 
tuguefe,    Thefe  he  fo  much  dreaded  on  account  of  their  va-  iy  fj^g 
lour  and  fingular  policy,  that  he  refolved  to  declare  war  againft  Portu- 
them,  and  not  to  lay  down  his  arms  till  he  had  exterminated  guefe* 
or  driven  them  out  of  his  .dominions.     But  he  paid  dear  for 
his  raflincfs  j  andthe  confidence  he  put  in  his  myriads  of  un* 
difciplined  poltroons,  ^gainft  fuch  old  experienced  warriors. 
Who,  notwithftanding  their  vajft  inferiority  in  numb^,  gained 
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Bhpg^^z  fiioft  complete  vidory  over  him,  and  obliged  him  to  fave  his 
anddread'Xih  by  flight,  gnd  to  retire  firft  into  the  ifluid  of  Chicondaj  in 
fulcondi'  the  tw^xjQMnza^  Knd  thence  into  one  of  the  neighbouring  de- 
,ti9n.         farts  oiOacco^  tvbere,  out  of  their  fmgular  tendeme&  and  cofn«- 
p^fiion,  they  fuffered  him  to  live  amon^  the  wild  beafts^ 
deflimtc  of  kingdom  or  fubjefls,  or  other  fuftenance  than  that 
afforded  to  him,  without,  however,  loiing  one  grain  of  his 
W$  queen  fierce  hatred  and  thirfl  of  blood.    He  had  moreover  the  mor- 
amdjifiers  ti&czMn  to  loofc  his  queen  and  hia  two  fifters  CamU  and  Fun- 
taken  pri'gi^  who  were  taken  prifoners,  and  carried  to  Loanda  San 
finers.       Paulo^  where  they  were  however  honourably  treated  by  the 
Partuguefe  viceroy.    As  for  Zingba^  ihe  was  not  at  that 
fight. 
Emhmjfy       BsiNC  afterwards  informed  of  the  generous  treatment  of 
/^/^«  v/c^diefe  three  princefTes,  he  bethought  himfelf  of  fending  an  enn- 
r©^.  ,       baiTycto  that  governor,  to  treat  about  their  redemption,  and 
«     an  exchange  of  prifoners ;  which  was  readily  concluded  on 
both  fides,  and  the  princefTes  were  fent  back,  laden  with  civi- 
lities and  prefents ;  but  the  treacherous  king  found  means  to 
evad&the  execution  of  his  part  of  the  contrad,  and,  by  that 
impolitic  flep,  plunged  himijblf  into  greater  difficulties.     At 
length  a  new  viceroy  arrived  ztLoanda^  Don  John  de  Corrsa 
dfi  Soufoy  a  nobleman  of  great  merit,  but  vain,  and  ambitious 
of  glory.     Ng^la  Bandi  [who  by  that  time  had  g^t  poileffioa 
of  the  km^ontof  Mitamba^  fituated  on  theeaft  oif  that  bijfn^ 
gola^  and  formerly  tributary  to  that  oi  Kongo^  and  was  fup-s. 
ported  in  his  new  acqutfitton  by  the  barbarous  Gsagasj  for 
whofb  abomioablerites  he  fhewed  a  more  than  ordinary  zeal  ^,} 
was  in  no  fmall  perplexity  how  to  appeafe  the  new  governor 
for  the  breach  of  articles  which  he  never  defigned  to  exectite« 
if  he  could  poffibly  avoid  it. 
Sends  hh       He  had  at  length  recourfe  to  his  exafperated  iifter  Zingha% 
fifier  Zin-  and,  having  excufed  as  well  as  be  could  the  murder  of  her 
gha  on  an  fon  to  her,  propofed  the  fending  her  on  a  moft  fplendid  embaf'^ 
indfoffy  to  fy  to  the  viceroy,  in  order  to  procure  a  peace  with  him  upon 
i^         any  terms  ;  and  added,  that  as  her  embracing  the  fortugfuft 
religion  might  prove  a  means  of  facilitating  her  negotiations, 
he  advifed  her  to  confent  to  it  for  the  prefent,  which  would 
intitle  her  the  more  to  their  favour  and  confidence,     The  art*- 
ful  filler,  without  forgetting  the  revenge  fhe  had  fworn  againft 
him,  accepted  of  thepropolal,  and  was  fent,  with  a  magnift- 
cent  retinue,  as  a  plenipotentiary  to  the  vicc!)rov,  and  was  re^ 
I  ceived  with  all  the  honours  due  ito  her  charaaer^  aad  lodged 

la  a  fplendid  palace,  prepared  for  hen 
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At  the  firft  Siudience  ihc  had  of  Don  John,  (he  was  not  a  HernMe 
.little  furprifed  to  find  a  ftately  elbow-chair  prepared  for  him  to  rectption 
fit  upon,  anil  for  her  only.  ,a  rich  tapeftry  fpread  on  die  floor,  ^f^fycafs^ 
with  a  velvet  cufhion  embroidered  with  gold,  and  placed  ovcr- 
Bgainft  thexhair  of  ftate.  She  concealed  her  difpleafure,  how- 
ever, with  great  prefence  of  mind  ;  and  beckoning  to  one  of 
the  ladies  of  her  retinue,  (be  ordered  her  to  lay  herfelf  down 
on  the  carpet,  upon  her  elbows  and  knees,  and  fat  herfelf  on 
her  back*,  during  the  whole  time  of  the  audience.     She  ac-  PoHey  anA 
quitted  herfelf  of  her  commiffion  witli  fuch  addreis  and  ma-  MUtrrfu 
jcfty,  and  palliated  her  brother*s  fault  with  fo  much  noblenefs, 
.  that  flie  gained  the  admiration  of  the  whole  council.     Wheit 
they  propofed  entering  into  a  treaty  of  alliance  ofFenfive  and 
defenfivc,  with  her  brother,  upon  condition  that  he  fbould 
,  ownhimfelf  a  vaflal,  and  pay  a  certain  tribute  to  the  king  of 
:  Portugal^  flie  as  frankly  told  them  that  fuch  conditions  were  Refufis 
indeed  fit  to  be  impofed  on  thofe  who  had  been  conquered  by  tht  urmi 
the  fword,  but  riot  on  a  powerful  monarch,  who  only  fought  rfa  tri' 
their  friendfhip  and  alliance :  upon  which  the  treaty  was  con-  Ai^*. 
eluded  on  both  fides,  without  any  other  conditions  than  the  ^^  «^- 
exchange  of  prifoners.     The  audience  being  over,  Don  John  ^^  jf** 
took  notice  to  her,  as  hie  was  conducing  her  out  of  the  hall,'''t^ 
.  that  the  lady  who  had  ferved  her  inflead  of  a  feat  continued  ^'^^' 
,  fiill  iii.  the  fame  pofture.  She  told  him  that  it  did  not  become        * 
the  ambafiTadrefs  of  a  great  monarch  to  make  ufe  twice  of  the 
fame  chair,  and  fo  (he  looked  upon  her  as  a  piece  of  caft-oiF 
goods  not  worth  her  notice. 

The  princefe  was  fo  taken  with  the  Portuguefe  politcnels,  W#  turns 
with  the  honours  dpne  to  her,  and  particularly  with  obferving  cbrifiian^ 
the  order,  drefs,arms,  excrcife,  and  various  evolutions  of  their  andisiaf^ 
^  troops,  that  it  induced  her  to  ftay  the  longer  at  Loando  San  ^^^^* 
Paulo  J  during  which  time  (he  confcnted  to  be  inftruded  in  the 
principles  of  chrifiianity,  and  (hewed  fuch  lik'mg  to  it,  whether 
real  or  out  of  policy,  that  (he  was  baptized  with  great  folem* 
.  nity  on  that  very  year,  which  was  the  fortieth  of  her  age.  •   i6a«i 

Don  ydn  and  his  fpoufe  were  her  fponfors,  who  difmifled  her 

,  foon  after,  with  all  poiuble  honours,  loaden  with  the  richeft 

prefents,  and  highly  fatisfied  with  her  reception  and  fuccefs. 

,  At  her  return  fhe  took  care  to  have  the  articles  ratified  by  her 

brother,  who  on  his  part  exprefTed  his  approbation  of  them, 

tod  his  great  obligations  to  her  in  the  moft  obliging  terms. 

,  ]3e  went  fo  far  as  to  defire  the  viceroy  to  fend  him  forae  pro^ 

per  pcrfons  to  inftru£t  him  in  the  chriftian  religion,  which,  he 

£iid,.he  was  extremely  defirous  to  embrace,   and  Don  John 

immediately  difpatched  Don  Denis  de  Faria,  a  perfon  in 

prieft's  orders,  but  a  Negro,  and  native  of  Metamba^  together 

,  With  an  officer  of  diftinftion  Xq  be  his  [godfather.    Thefe  met 
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, .    a|  firft  with  .a  moft  gracious  reception,  and  the  king  fde'mcd  to 
relifii  the  chriftian  dodrines  which  the  good  prieft  was  cx- 
"plaining  unto  him  ;  but  when' he  came  to  talk  to  him  of  bjap- 
tifm,  h^  altered  his  tone,  and  told  him  and  his  fponfor,  that  it 
was  too  much  beneath  his  dignity  to  receive  it  from  a  man 
who  was  the  fon  of  one  of  his  flavcsj  and  fent  them  both  back*' 
BiT  hro'    His  filler  Zingha  tried  all  poffible  means  to  diffuade  him  from 
ilber'^s        a  ftep  which,  fhc  told  him,  could  not  fail  of  affronting  the 
JickUneJ}.   viceroy,  and  draw  the  refentment  of  his  nation  upon  him,  but 
all  in  vain ;  whilft  all  his  courtiers  cried  it  up  as  a  princely  aft. 
^„^^,^;^  However,. that  he  might  not  too  far  exafperate  the  Pdr///^»^, 
tnjoofifttr$  ^®  confented  that  his  two  other  fiifters,  Camhi  and  Fungi^ 
to  he  bap'  Should  be  fent  to  Angola^  in  order  to  be  inftrudled  and  baptized; 
iize^,        which  was  accordingly  done  with  a  fuitable  fplendor,  and  the 
1625,    former  was  named  Dona  Barbara^  and  the  latter  Dona  Gar^ 
%ia.     There  was  a  debate  in  the  Bortuguefe  council  whether 
thefe  two  prrnceffes  Ihould  not  be  detained  as  hoftages  for  the 
performance  of  the  treaty  lately  concluded,  which  that  mo- 
narch ftill  endeavoured  to  elude ;  but  that  being  looked  upon 
by  Don  John  as  difhonourable,  they  were  fent  back  with  rich 
prefents,  and  arrived  fafe  at  their  brother's  court. 
kifieniifs  N-GOL  aB  ANDi,  inftead  of  executing  the  ftipulated  articlels^ 

iii  wan   followed  his  own  ill  genius,  and  took  it  mto  his  head  to  renew 
the  war  againft  the  Portugi^eJ}^  and  invade  fome  of  their  terri- 
tories ;  and  this  lafl  a(^ion  proved  his  ruin :  for  his  troops  were 
all  cat  off,  and  himfelf  forced  to  fwim  fur  his  life  into  a  little 
ifland  in  the  Coanzoy  about,  a  mile  long  and  two  bow^jQiots 
in   bxeadth,  whither  the  Portuguefe  purfued  and  furrourided 
him,  and  where  he  had  no  other  chance  but  either  to  fall 
into  their  hands,  or  be  devoured  by  the  wild  beafts  with  which 
Huiie/fint  the  place  fwarmed.     But  he  was  fpeedily  relieved  from  both 
and  death,  by  adofe  cf  poifon,  which  fome  of  his  :^ttendants  gave  him, 
1627.     and,  as  was  fuppofcd,  by  order  of  his  fifter  Zingha,  However, 
Q^      .       he  had  taken  care  to  fend  his  eldeft  fon  to  one  of  the  chiefs  of 
ihi  carecf^^^  Giagas^  called  Giaga  Caza,  befeeching  him  to  take  him 
S/i  /iff  to  a  ""^^^  ^''S  care  and  protection,  and  tb  bring  him  up  to  the  cx- 
chiefof     erqife  of  arms,  and  to  defend  him  againft  his  filler  Zingha^ 
the  Gia-    who,  though  the  boy*s  aunt,  would  not  fail  of  attempting  his 
jgas.  life,  in  order  to  feciire  hcrfelforithe  throne, 

y    *        He  judged  r  ghtly  enough  ;  for  that  princefs  was  iio  fooner 

7;  oh  '     '"  poiTeiTion  of  it,  than  (he  tried  all  the  ftratagems  her  policy 

^    ,    could  invent  to  corrupt  the  Giaga  Caza  to  deliver  him  up  to 

her,  that  fiie,  as  (he  pretended,  might  give  him  an  education 

Her  rvain  ^"'^^^'^  ^^  ^'^  birth,  and  the  dignity  flic  defigned  to  raifc  him 

Jlratagem  "?  ^^ '  protefting,  at  the  fame  time,  in  the  moftiblemn  hian- 

toget  her  ^^^5  ^"^  ^*^^  ^^  "^^^  dreadful  oaths,  that  (he  accepted  of 

nephew  in  ^^^  Angolic  crown  with  no  other  view  that  to  place  it  upon  his 

her  bandit  fatAd|^ 
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beadi  as  foon  as  (he  found  him  capable  of  afTumlng  the  reins  of  , 
govcrnmeat.    She  was,  it  feems,  a  very  wife  andf.artful  prin-  ^  ; 

cefs,  endowed  with  a  great  prefepce  of  mind,  firm  in  her  re-  » 
foliitions,  and  of  an  intrepid  courage,  crafty  to  the  hijgheft  dc* 
gree,  and  aperfe<^  miflxcA .in the  artpf  diiTembllng  ;  above  . 
all,  (he  inherited  her  brother's  jealous  *^nd  cruel  temper,  and  . 
was  ready  to  facrifice  to  that  the  ncareft  perfons  to.  her,. who  • 
give  her  the  leaft  umbrage.  All  this  the  G\ag<^  was .  fully  ; 
apprifed  of  j  and  this  made  him  give  die  lefs*  heed  to  her  fair  , 
pretences  and  proteftation$,  or,  rather,  they  pnly  ferved  to  r 

increafe  his.  miftruft  of  her  ;  fo  that  he  held  put  a  confidera-  ' 

ble  time  againft  all  her  repeated  follicitajbions^.. 

His  firm  attaqhrnent  to  a  nephew,  who,  (hi;  was  cpnfcious,  Hfrdrtad*-* 
bad  a  better  title  to  the  throne,  joined  to  the  ficklenefs  of  the/a/ /?/^#- 
Angolic  and  Metamttc  nations,  whoi  (he  feared,, would  quickly  henfions 
be  tired  of  her  female  government,  and  join  forces  with/''<='^  *^\ 
the  Giaga  to  dethrone  her  in  his  favour,  gave  her  the  moft  ^^r^**- 
fcnfible  uneafinefs  i  butftie  had  ftifl  another  caufe  of  difcon-  gaefe/iff/i 
tent  and  dread,  the  power  and  valour  of  the  Fortnguefe^,  who  fT*''    ^% 
bad,  by  this  time,  made  themfclves  matters  of  the  greateft  *  '^'    -^  ^ 
pirt  ofher  kingdom,  and  enjgrofled  all  the  commerce,  and  ; 
had  built  fortrelfes  on  every  convenient  fpot  that  fuited  them, 
and  cfpecially  near  her  principal  towns,  which   they  could  j 

batter  in  "pieces  upon  the  leaft  diflike.     This,  together  with  ; 

the  dreadful  apprehenfions  fhe  was  in  left  her  rival  nephew 
Ihould  make  fuch  overtures  to  them,  as  might  bring  them 
over  to  his  iiitereft,  kept  her  mind  upon  fuch  a  continual  rack^  . 
that  Ihe  refol  ved  at  laft  to  rid  herfelf,  at  any  price^  of  fo  danger^* 
ous  a  competitor;  ^ 

The  method  (he  had  recourfe  to  to  over- reach  his  trufty^^^^^^" 

guardian,  was  to  renew  all  her  former  proteftatibns  of  affec-i^,^/,Yii>'    ' 
tion  and  zeal  for  his  pupil,  and  of  her  fincere  intentions  of  Giagi^.     ' 
placing  the  crown  upon  his  head,  the  weight  of  which  Ihe  .        -"^      i 
bad  long  fince  found  too  heavy,  for  one  ofher  fex  to  bev;  . 
efpecially  under  all  the  other  various  difficulties  which  the  ^ 
realm  then  laboured  under,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  rembrfe  (he 
Wt  foy  with-hbldi'ng  it  from  the  lawful  and  only  male  heir  j  . 
for  fuch,  (he  faid,  flie  fhould  always  deem  him.  If  (he  was  once  , 
convinced  that  h^  was,  in  other  refpc(5is,  fit  ^ad  worthy  to^  . 
wield  the  Angolk  Iceptre.    This,  fhe  added,  was  the  onlv   ' 
thing  that  prevented  her  rcfigning  it  to  him  j  and  therefore  it,  \ 
was  that  ihe  now  fo  earncftly  intreated  his  faithful  guar- 
dian to  cohfent  that  fhe  might  have  an  interview,  with  his.  .^ 
v^rd,  though  ever  fo  fhort ;  protefting,  at  thej  fame  time, 
tl^t  flie  would  detain  him  no  Ipnger^'than  he  fliould  himfelf 

iffign.  - '    ^    ■  * 
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andmuf'       By  tfaefe  hellifli  pretence  the  crafty  queen  at  length  gained 
ders  her     btr  end ;  the  credulous  Giaga  was  eafily  perfuaded  that  there 
Mifbpw.    could  be  np  great  danger  in  confenting  to  fo  fhoft  ^n  interview, 
and  fent  the  unfortunate  prince  to  her,  attended  with  a  fuitable 
retinue.    She  feemed  at  firft  to  receive  him  with  fuch  affec- 
tionate tenderness,  as  rejnoved  atl  caufe  of  fu^icion  :  but  no 
fooner  had  (he  got  him  fecurely  in  her  powjsr,  than  fhe  ftabbed  \ 
-hhn  with  her  own  hand,  and  ordered  his  body  to  be  thrown 
into  the  C^anza^  and,  by  that  inhuman  ad,  did  rid  herfelf  of 
that  dtogerous  rival 
TTmr  «'         The  next  effort,  and  what  file  had  now  moft  at  he^irt,  was 

ftinji  thi  to  deliver  her  realm  from  the  incroaching  and  hated  Portu^ 
prttt-       ftf£/>,  who  were  now  become  fo  numerous,  wealthy,  and 
fwrfe.       powerful,  that  they  were  dreaded  by  all  her  fubjedts.    As  ibe 
was  naturally  of  a  martial  temper,  mt  did  not  hefitate  long  in 
her  refolution  of  entering  into  a  war  againft  them.    She  only 
«  delayed  the  declaring  it,  till  fh^  had  made  all  the  necefiary 

proviilons,  and  ftrengthened  herfelf  by  alliances  with  the 
Ciogas  and  other  idolatrous  powers,  vAo  hated  thofe  ftran-^ 
'AUiis  ggfg  ijQ  lefs  than  (he,  and  who  all  readily  came  into  her  niea- 
mnth  m  {yxxes.  Befidcs  thefe,  file  had  got  the  Hollanders  into  a  private 
JSiagas,  league  with  her,  and  the  V\x\^of  Kongo  to  aflift  her  with  a  good 
number  of  his  troops.  Witn  all  this  combined  force  fhe.at-. 
Loands  tacked  the  Portuguefe  fo  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly,  that  fhc 
San  Paulo  gained  fome  flight  advantages  over  them,  and  the  Hollanders  a 
taken  by  much  greater,  who  made  themfelves  matters  of  San  Paulo  dt 
the  Hoi-  Luanda^  and  foon  after  of  fome  of  the  principal  provinces  of 
landers,     the  kingdom,  whilft  the  Pmmuefe  forces  were  employed 

1641.     againft  her,  as  will  be  feen  ifi  the  fequel. 

^  ,      This  great  lofs  was  however  recovered  about  feven  years 

hi^     after  by  their  brave  captain- general,  Don  Salvadore  Correa^  an 

Sorta-       officer  of  great  experience.   He  was  then  at  Fernamhuc9^  mak* 

£ucf^*  "    '^'^B  ^  ^^  neceffary  preparations  for  that  expedition,  accord- 

*       ing  to  the  orders  he  had  received  from  Lijbon^  and  fet  b\\  on 

the  1 2th  of  Juney at  the  head  of  i|  men  of  war,  and  other 

tranfports,   and,  with  a  fair  wind,  arrived  on  the  Afrkam 

coafts,  about  1 6  leagues  fhort  of  Loanda.    Here,  whilft  be  was 

waiting  for  fome  men,  whom  he  bad  fent  on  (hcre»  he  was 

overtaken  by  a  violent  ftorm,  wbich  fcatteredhis  fleet,  and 

datnaged  fome  of  his  befl  fhJps  ;  but  tha^  did  not  binder  bis 

inaking  a  regular  defcent,  in  fpiteof  the  ftout  opppfition  qf 

the  X>utchy  though  not  without  a  deal  of  bloodibed  on  t>otti 

iides.    The  fiege  of  Loanda  was  formed  prcfcnUjf  aftpr,  and 

carried  on  with  fuch  vigour,  that  the  befieged  were  forced  to 

demand  a  mice  for  thrde  days,  ^d  to  engage  tp  furrender  tbp^ 

placci  in  ofe  2K)  fotcoar  appeared  by  that  fmi.   It  was  wdl 

1.  ^  .  *% 
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they  granted  them  no  longer  respite,  for  the  DtUcb  fleet  appetr-  Aug.  15, 
ed  &ven  days  after  the  figning  of  the  articles ;  but  the  place  had    1 648, 
been  furrendered,  and  the  Portugue/e  been  four  days  in  poflief- 
fion  of  itby  that  time ;  therecovery  of  which  was  quicklyifol* 
lowed  by  that  of  all  their  other  AngoUc  conqoefts'.. 

The  fucceiies  which  queen  Zingha  had  gained  againft  themTi^^  Konc 
proved  ftill  more  (hort-lived.     Her  allies  th<5  Kongoefe  were  goefe  a« 
fooh  after  fo  completely  overthrown,  that  they  were  forced  to  bandon 
fue  for  peace,  which  the  Portugucje  did  not  grant  to  them  till  ^^« 
they  bad  given  them  a  fufScient  number  of  hoftages,   and 
yielded  to  them  fome  confiderable  pofts  that  lay  convenient 
for  them,  and  which  they  immediately  took  c;are  to  fecure  to 
thefnfelves  by  building  of  fortreiTes  upon  them.    So  that  being 
now  entirely  free  from  afl  danger  on  that  fide,  and  having  no 
other  enemies  but  her  and  her  idolatrous  allies,  they  found  no 
great  difficulty  to  reduce  her  td  the  laft  extremity  j  every  bat-  Lndueei 
de  fought  againft  her  was  doubly  fuccefsful,  and  forced  fome  '•  '^'  ^f^ 
of  her  allies  to  withdraw  their  forces  from  her,  whilft  her  own  ^xtremitj, 
daily  leflened,  by  the  great  numbers  that  were  either  ilain  or 
taken  piiibners. 

These  defeats  followed  one  another  fodofe,  that  (be  found  Tttrefufi 
herfelf  abandoned  not  only  by  all  her  allies,  but  by  her  own  thepr'.po^\  * 
forces.  She  was  conftrained  to  abandon  her  dominions,  and  Xx>fahoftkti 
retire  into  fome  of  the  eaftern  defarts,  where  the  Portuguefe  did  Porta* 
not  think  it  worth  their  while  to  moleft  her.    They  content-  gucfe^ 
ed  themfelves  with  leaving  her  for  fome  time  to  ruminate  up- 
on her  defperate  circumftances,  after  which  they  fent  her  fom« 
pacific  propofals,  wherein  they  engaged  to  re-enthrone  her  up- 
on certain  conditions,  but  fuch  as  it  was  not  likely  a  prlncefs 
of  her  high  fpirit  would  ever  agree  to,  feeing  they  woidd  have 
reduced  her  to  the  degree  not  only  of  a  tributary  vaflal  to  the 
VvaigoiPortugaly  but  of  an  humble  depend  ant  upon  his  rapacious 
governors,  and  their'  underlings,  whilft  they  left  her  to  enjoy 
only  the  bare  ihadowof  royalty.  She  thereforerejeded  them  with 
a  beconiin^  fcorn,  and  let  them  know,  that  however  her  daf- 
Urdly  fubje£b  might  fubmiffively  and  ihamefully   behave 
againft  them,  their  queen  diUained  the  thought  of  fubmitting 
to  any  foreign  power.    This  anfwer  was  no  other  than  what 
thev  might,  and,  in  all  probability,  did,  exped  from  a  princeis 
of  her  haughty  .and  martial  fpirit }  and,  to  mortify  her  the 
more,  and  to  render  her  condition  ftill  more  defperate,  they  7-^^- a^ 
fet  up  another  king  of  Jngola  in  her  ftead,  to  amufe  the  people  ^p  dihm 
with  a  mock  ihcw  of  royalty,  and  to  prevent  the  ftates  of  the  in  her      \ 
kingdom  deSing  one  from  a^ong  the  princes  of  the  bloody /m^  ' ' 

^  ^  Labat  a  Cavaz.  lib|  ili.  p.  98,  &  feq.  Dapi^br^  &  al,  fap. 
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who  might  prove  lels  aiFeded  to  their  nadon  Azn  one  of  their 
ownchufing. 
John,  tte      The  perfon  they  pitched  upon  was  a  young  prince  defcend- 
Jfrfi  chrif'  cd  from  thc  r#yal  family,  named  AngolaOariiy  or  jiaru ♦,  who 
lian  king,  ^as  the  fon  of  the  old  Gingha-Bandi-Jngola.    But  the  firft 
thing  they  did  was  to  oblige  him  to  turn  chriftian,  before  they 
crowned  nim ;  and  he  was  accordingly  baptized*,  and  had  the 
name  of  John  given  to  him,  which  wa?  that  of  the  king  of 
Portugal^  to  whom  he  was  now  to  be  a  mere  Vafial,  with  lit- 
tie  more  than  the  name  of  king.    For  by  this  time  they  were 
Jjtsfmall  niafters  of  thc  greateft  part  of  his  provinces,  and  had  affigned 
dommous  jjj^  ^^jy  f^  much  land  in  them  as  would  fcrvc  him  to  keep  up 
f*  a  kind  of  mock  royalty,  and  as  many  fubjeSs  as  were  necefla- 

^^  ^^  ry  to  cultivate  t|iem;  and  if  they  allowed  him  any  towns,  they 
were  only  fuch  as  were  within  cannon-(bot  of  their  fortrcflesj^ 
and  confequently  could  not  give  therti  the  leaft  umbrage  j 
efpecially  as  they  obliged  the  inhabitants  to  become  chriftians^ 
in  order  to  make  themfelves  ftill  furer  of  their  fidelity  to  them; 
^ohn  I.  and  the  firft  chriftian  king,  did  not  long  enjoy  his  ima- 
fSi  i^ath*  git^^iy  ^"^  mock  dignity,  before  he  was  taken  off  by  an  iin- 
4  expeSed  death,  occafioned  moft  probably  by  the  grief  he  con-r 

ceived   at  the  hard  treatment  which  he  met  with  from  his 
matters  the  Portuguefe^  who  did  not  let  the  throne  continue 
long  vacant,  before  they  fubftitutcd  another  of  the  feme  ftamp 
.    upon  it. 
f  hilip,  th$     This  new  king  was  named  Philip  at  his  baptifm,  and  was 
ficotid        obliged  to  accept  of  the  titulary  crown  upon  the  fame  hard 
chrifiian    terms  that  had  been  impofed  upon  his  predcceffor,  and  proved 
king.         very  complying  and  fubmiifive  to  them.     Hefhewed  himfelf 
more  particularly  zealous  for  the  maintaining  and  propagating 
of  chriftiantty,  and  encouraging  the  miffionaries  and  other 
preachers  of  it,  during  his  whole  reign,  which  proved  a  long 
and  happy  one,  as  far  as  his  fubjedion  to  a  foreign  yoke  could 
permit  it  to  be,  for  he  lived  to  the  year  1 660. 
Qutm  In  Ihe  itoean  while  the  vindi6^ive  queen  Zingha^  exafpcratcd 

ZinghaV  ^^^"  ^^  ^"^y  ^^  ^^^  herfelf  ftripped  of  1 1  of  her  beft  provinces  ^^ 
fury  and    smd  almoft  of  her  authority  and  tribute  in  the  remaining  five, 
ofoftacj.    which  obeyed  her  no  farther  than  they  faw  ir  fuitable  to  their 
intereft,  wbilft  thofe  interlopers,  a^  (he  might  well  ftyle  them, 
ruled  paramount  in  Angola^  and  had,  in  K)me  meafure,  con- 
fined her  to  her  Mnamban  dominions,  conceived  fuch  an  in- 
Ihwdi  a   vincible  averfion  againft  them  and  their  religion,  that  (he  gave 
l^ttrehy  hcrfelf  up  wholly  not  only  to  all  the  idolatrous  fiipcrftitions, 
il/Glk-     t>ut  to  all  the  horrid  and  inhuman  rites  of  the  GiagaSj  and 
ga<«         even  ftrove  to  outdo  them  in  thofe  .a£lions  which  are  the  moft 
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fllocking  to  humin  nature  (D),  and  to  tbfe  tn6ft  diabolical 
ceremonies  of  their  SinghiUos,  or  priefls.    She  even  took  that 

office 


ftiZ 


(D)  To  give  out  readers  fcipe 
idea  of  this  inhuman  and  hellifh 
tirago,  .(as  ihe  Became  thence- 
ionira^ds,  if  the  fortuguefe  and 
Other  monkifh  authors  have  not 
reprefente^  her  in.  a  worfe  light 
than  ihe  deferved,  on  account  of 
her  mortal  hatred  to  a  nation, 
who,  under  the  fpecious  pretence 
df  religion,  had  ((rrpped  her  and 
fo  many  other  monarchs  of  their 
dominions)  (he  was  a  complete 
monder  of  impiety  and  inhu- 
manity. Her  deiire.  to  fecure 
the  affedions  of  her  new  idola- 
trous fubjeds,  efpecially  the  Gi- 
Htgasy  of  whom  (he  invired  an 
infinite  muhitude,  who  lived 
difperfed  in  other  parts  of  Etbi- 
tfiay  as  well  as  thofe  of  Me  tarn" 
ia,  to  her  affiftance^  in  order  to 
drive  the  Portuguefet  and  exter- 
minate chriftianity,  oqt  of  her 
^lingdom  of  Angola ;  and,  the 
more  effedlually  to  gain  their 
affeflion  and  confidence,  (he 
declared  herfelf  one  cif  their 
fed^and  became  the  head  of  it, 
^d  the  moft  zealoQS  obferver 
of  all  their  impipus,  fuperftitious, 
and  inhuman  cuftoms. 
Her  fury  and  refentment  made 
herfo  far  forget  her  regard  not 
only  to  the  chri(iian  religion,  in- 
to which  fhe  had  been  intruded 
and  baptized,  but  what  (he  owed 
to  reaion,  humanity,  and  to  her 
own  fex ;  infomuch,  tbat^  during 
the  28  years  (he  continued  chief 
of  that  accurfed  an4  abominable 
fedi,  thfit  is,  till  (be  wa9  happily 
cpnyerted,  and  became  a  fincer^ 
chriftian,  and  deep  penitent,  fhe 
ceafed ,  not  to  facrifice  the  lives 
of  innumerable  vid^ims  to  g}ue 
Ittrfelf  'and  hex  fubjefts  with 


haman  fle(h  and  blood.  She, 
Owhed  herfelf,  aAer  her  con- 
vcrfion,  that^  though  (he  had' 
the  utmofl  natural  averfion  to 
that  detedable  food,  yet,  in  order 
to  draw  the  admiration  of  her 
worfe  than  brutal  fubje6]ts,  (Ke 
took  a  lingular  pride  in  devour- 
ing  the  one,  whether  raw  or, 
broiled,  and  in  quafHng  whole" 
bowls  of  the  other,  both  at  her 
facrifices  and  public  meals. 

From  the  fame  motives  (he 
aiFedted  a  martial  and  heroic 
fpirit,  and  an  utter  averiion  to 
all  converfe  with  the  male  (ex, 
but  maintained  a  great  number 
of  the  handfomeil;  and  lufli^ft 
youths,  in  whofe  embraces  ih€? 
privately  gave  a  full  fcope  to  her 
vicious  inclinations,  till  glutted 
with  their  enjoyment,  (he  facri- 
ficed  them  to  her  mi(buft,  tq 
avoid  difcovery.  She  had  the 
art  to  carry  on  thefe  amorous 
intrigues  with  fuch  furprifing  fe- 
crecy,  that  (he  never  Could  be 
charged  with  incontinence;  and 
yet  condemned  many  of  her  fex 
to  be  publicly  ripped  open,  when 
their  pregnancy  accufed  them  of 
it,  and  ordered  their  bodies,  and 
thofe  of  the  infants,  to  becaftta 
the  wild  beads. 

But  what  made  her  mofl  ad* 
mired  as  well  as  dreaded,  was 
the  notion  which  (he  had,  by 
fqndry  arts  and  ftratagems,firong- 
ly  inculcated  into  the  minds  oi 
her  fubjefts,  that  (he  knew  every 
thing  that  was  done,  and  could 
even  penetrate  into  the  very  in- 
mod  thoughts ;  infomuch,  that 
thpi^  who  knew  themfelves  con- 
scious ofany  crime,  obloquy,  or 
mifdemcanour  towards  hex;  (ban- 
ned 
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ofioe  upon  berfelf,  and  becatae  not  only  one  of.  tbeai»  but 
the  very  chief  of  that  abominable  rank  and  feS^  as  the  reader 

may 


ned  her  prefence  as  they  would 
diat  of  a  bafiliik.  or  the  moft 
dreadful  creature.  To  keepap 
this  tpprehenfion  in  them,  ibe 
had  caafed  the  bones  of  her  de- 
ceafed  brother,  whom  Ihe  had 
caoled,  as  was  lately  hioted,  to 
be  poifoned  in  a  fmall  ifland  of 
the  Oansca,  to  be  brought  away 
irom  theote,  and  locked  up  in 
a  chefi,  covered  with  coarfe 
jklates  of  filver,  and  to  be  laid  on 
a  £ne  carpet  upon  a  pedeilal. 
She  ordered  a  number  ofSinghil- 
loSyOr  prielb,  to  burn  incenfe  and 
oiiFer  iacrificesrto,  and  to  keep 
lamps  always  burning  before, 
it;  and  (he  herfelf  frequently 
repaired  thither,  to  aflifF  at  thofe 
f  ites,  which,  as  (he  gave  out,  and 
^very  one  believed,  engaged  the 
fpirit  of  the  defun^,  now  one 
of  their  chief  dieitiesi  to  come 
and  inform  her  of  every  thing 
that  was  done,  faid,  hatched,  or 
teven  defigned,  both  in  her  king- 
dom and  out  of  it. 

To  this  ftratagem  fhe  added 
another,  no  lefs  artful,  and  con- 
ducive to  confirm  the  people  in 
that  notion ;  which  was,  to  keep 
a  vaft  number  of  fpies,  not  only 
in  her  capital,  but  in  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  who  dill  gave 
a  conlbint  information  of  what 
happened  within  their  refpedive 
circles,  and  which  (he  fo  cunning- 
ly improved  to  her  own  ends, 
^hat  they  imagined  her  to  be  not 
Only  vaflly  fuperior  in  power  and 
ikill  to  all  the  other  Singhillos, 
br  pretended  conjurers,  but  even 
a  kind  of  deity,  from  whom  no- 
thing could  be  concealed. 

What  is  ftill  more  furprifing 


was,  that  this  notion  was  ftm  rift 
tmongft  them,  even  after  iho 
was  re-convert«d  to  chriftiaiui 
and  became  a  moil  ejtWn] 
penitent;  infomach,  th^ 
come  one  day  to  thotCi/nvent  ol 
capuchins,  which  file  caufed  to 
be  built,  and  being  juil  going  to 
enter  the  garden,  to  take  a  wail: 
in  it  with  one  of  the  fathers, 
the  fellow  who  took  care  of  it 
no  fooner  perceived  her  than  be 
left  his  digging,  and  ran  to  hide 
himfelf  till  ihe  was  gone  ;|W&y. 
Being  afked,at  his  return,by  the 
father,  the  reafoa  of  his  fuddcQ 
flight,  he  anfwered.  That  having 
been  guilty,  fome  years  ago,  of 
a  thef  r,  which  he  knew  fhe  wooU 
have  infallibly  difcovered  in  bis 
face,he-fled  in  the  greatell fright^ 
to  avoid  the  punifhment  (he 
would  of  courfe  have  inflified 
upon  him. 

She  pretended,  in  imitation  of 
Tern  ^/zff^/»^A,  the  bloody  fouo* 
drcfs  of  the  Giaga  fed,  an  ex- 
traordinary averfion  againdnude 
children  ;  and  yet  would  have 
been  glad  of  one  of  her  own  to 
have  iacrificed  and  bruifed  in  a 
mortar,  in  order  to  make  an  mot- 
ment  peculiar  to  that  fed.  Bat 
as  (he  was  pad  that  age,  fhe  was 
forced  to  adopt  oheto  perform  that 
curfed  ceremony  upon.  It  wonU 
be  endlefs,  as  well  as  fiiockiflgi 
to  mention  all  her  horrid  croeT- 
ties,  the  many  mothers  Ibe  has 
forced  to  murder  their  mik 
children  ;  the  many  amoroot 
couples  (he  has  forced  to  plon|B' 
their  daggers  into  each  other*i 
breads,  f br  what  ihe  ftyled  dieir 
inconUnency»  and  other  mi 
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may  (ee  by  wbat  we  have  rdatcd  of  her  in  the  preceding  > 

note.     Such  Afras   her  authority  and  influence  over  that  vaft 
inixture  of  them,  of  which  fbe  had  compofed.her  monarchy,   , 
^at  they  were  ready,  at  the  very  firft  indication  G|f  her  wiU»  ^ 
to  face  the  moft  dreadful  dangers,  and  to  follow  her  througji   . 
the  moft  hazardous  enterprifes.    Wc  have  already  obfervcd, 
that  the  Giagaf  were,  of  all  the  Ethiopians^  the  moft  furioi^n 
and  intrepid,  and  that  the  thirtt  of  an  enemy^a  blood  and  plun- 
der made  them  rulh  unconcerned  into  the  very  face  of  death* 
How  much  more,  when  headed  by  fuch  an  heretic  queei^, 
who  (hewed  herfelf  no  le6  infetiable  of  her  enemy's  blood  ^''  ^^^^r 
than  the  ficrceft  of  her  canibals,  nor  lefs  eager  to  lead  them  on  ^'  f^^^.  s 
than  they  to  follow  her,  efpecially  after  they  had  once  imbibed  ^* 
a  notion  of  her  being  endowed  with  a  fupehor  power  and  ikill 
above  ^1  other  mortals. 

In  this  mutual  confidence  fhe  made  many  ftrenuous  add  Hatred 
daring  attempts  todiflodge  xhtJPortugnefe  out  of  their  fortrefies }  4$ga$mllth$^ 
but  what  could   myriads  of  fuch  naked  and  undifciplined  PcAtu- 
troops  do  againft  the  ramparts  and  artillery,  the  great  and  guefe.    ' 
ijsiali  fire  of  an  enemy  intrenched  or  immured  up  to  the  vtxj 
ears  ?     As  Ihe  found,  therefore,  fo  little  encouragement  to  ga 
on  with  atremptsi  of  that  kind,  (he  bent  her  whole  three  in 
annoying  them  in  another  way,  in  making  continual  inroads 
into  fome  one  or  othpr  of  their  ill-gotten  dominions,  carrying 
ofF  all  the  captives,  cattle,  and  other  plunder  that  came  in  her  ^^^'j 
way,  and  deftroying  all  they  could  not  take  ^iway  with  them»  ^'J^ 
Dreadful  was  the  cafe  of  thofe,  Europeans  efpecially,  that  ^^\^^ 
into.heri,  or  any  of  herfubjefts,  hands,  who  were  furc  to  be  ^•''^ 
either  immediately  facrificed  to  their  fury,  ^and  to  be  devoured    *"' 
by  them ;  or,  which  was  ftill  more  trenjendous,  were  doomed 
to^be  roafted  by  a  flow  fire,  or  even  to  have  their  flefli  cut  oflF  hBtmam 
and  eaten  before  their  faces,  and  themfelves  to  t>e  kept  alive,  tre^mtai 
that  the  extremity  of  their  mifery  might  give  the  greater  re-  ^™     . 
life  to  their  barbarous  feaft ;  tilUofs  of  blood,  ^and  cxcefs  of^^r"*^'^ 
torment,  put  an  end  to  their  lives.    In  this  inhuman  way  did 
fhe  continue  to  gall  and  annoy,  during  the  ipaceof  eigf^t^and- 
twenty    years,  the   unhappy  inhabitants,  natives   j^  'well 
as  Europeans^  that  lived  dilperfed  in  the  country,  m  vil- 
lages, hamlets,  and  other  defencelefs  places,  to  cultivate  the 

vimatiiral  barbarities^  which  are  hatred,  or  tolieighten  ^e  mira- 

recorded  of  her  (i),  if,  as  we  cle  of  her  converfion  and  peni* 

hamthiiitodttbove,  they  have  not  tence,  of  which  we  fhalt  have 

bccaeai^geBated,  etthtroat  of  occafion  to  fpeak  in  the  feqaeL 


^. 


iaodsj 

Digitized  by  Google 


1 


jlib  fte  African  Hijory  ef  .      B-  XVH." 

lands ;  whilft  thofe  that  lived  in  cities  and  fortref^^  reign^ed 
ovfcr  the  poor  natives  with  fuch  a  tyrannic  fway,  and  opprclled 
them  with  fuch  heavy  duties  and  taxes,  that  their  c6ndition  . 
wl^s  no  better  than  a  downright  (lavery  ;  and  well  may^  we  : 
fu^pofe  tha!t  to  hdve  been  the  unhappy  cafe  of  the  fubjefis^  . 
feeing  their  princes  were,  by  this  time,  reduced  to  fuch  a  oiife-  , 
rable  ftate  of  dependency. 
Tbi  hw       "We  have  already  taken  notice  of  two  of  them,  who  were 
€9nditi9ii  _fet  up  by  the  Portuguefe^  in  oppofition  to  ihe  princefs  Zingha^- 
cfthe  An-  above-mentioned,  but  who  had  little  elfe  left  them  than  the 
gojic         fpccious  title  of  firft  and  fecond  kings  of  ^w^^i?,  together  with  • 
if^fp*        a  faint  fhadow  of  authority,  and  a  fcanty  pittance  to  fuppoit 
their  dignity.    The  laft  of  the  two,  weobferved,  is  affirmed 
to"  have  enjoyed-a  long  and  peaceable  reign  (if  fuch  a  ^tate  of  . 
fubjeftion  can  dcferve  that  name),  till  the  ycai:  1660,  in  which 
'hedie3  y.     But  this  is  neither  confment  with  what  we  have  . 
eHewhere  hinted,  that  thefe  monarchs  were  obliged. to  refuge 
themfelves  on  the  dreadful   inacceflible  rock^of  MaQpongo^* 
which  we  have  there  defcribed  *,  in  order  to  fccurc  themfelves 
from  the  attempts  of  the  princefs  Zingha^  their  mortal  enemy  ; 
nor  what  we  are  told  in  another  place,  that  the  Portuguefe  had 
m'ade  themfelves  mafters  of  it,  loft,  and  recovered  it  again  ; 
aH  which  was  done  during  the  reign  of  PA/V/^  above-men- 
tioned, and  feveral  years  before  his  death.     Whether,  thcre- 
.  fore,  it  was  that  princefs  that  took  it  from  them  for  a  (hort 
time,  or,'  which  is  more  likely,  the  Dutch,  about  which  we 
are  left  in  the  dark,  it  is  plain  the  Portuguefe,  who  have  kept 
their  poilcffion  ever  fmce  their  re -taking  of  it,  had  no  reafon 
to  call  that  king's  reign  a  peaceable  one. 
W<Por-       Neither  could  they  themfelves  hope  to  enjoy  any  great  . 
tnsuefe     fhare  of  peace  in  their  newly  recovered  conquefis,  fo  long  as 
f(^y  har*  thcjT  had  fuch  an' implacable  enemy  both  to  them  and  their 
ritffkdby    religion,  who  neither  wanted  wit  and  malice  to  contrive,  nor 
Ziogha.  •  power  and  courage  to  execute,  the  moft  vindidive  ftratagems 
againft  their  mock  monarch  and  them.     They  hs^i,  in  vain, 
exhaufted  all  their  politics,  either  to  reduce  her  by  force,  or 
^biirrf'   fofeenr  h.cr  bv  prefents  and  fair  offers.     She  ftill  rejeded  the 
/>r^ /0  i&/r  one  witR  diuiain,  and  found  means  to  baffle  the  other,  and 
r^iSid.     w^uld  not  be  brought  to  any  terms,  unlefs  tHey  fubmitted  to 
refign  all  their  Jngalic  conquers,  to  her.    Their  refufal,  which 
was  the  natural  confequence  of  a  demand  of  th^t  nature,  was  : 
ib'commonly  followed  by  fome  marks  of  her  refentment,  that 
it  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  they  cotild  get  anyperfim  ^ 

7  Labat  ex  Cavaazi,  lih^  ii.^iA£n.^pv4ilt;^I>j;#]^ii,  &at.' 

•  See  before,  p.  1 85.  •  -  "^ 
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that  would  venture  to  carry  propofitions  from  them  to  berj;  audi 
as  for  her,  (he  difdained  to  offtr  any  to  them,  but  thofe  of  the 
boftilekind,  and  that  at  the  head  of  her  armed  Giagas.     She 
bad  already  advanced  fo  far  into  their  territories,  that  the  ter-  terrified 
ror  of  her  arms  procured  her  a  kind  of  free  paflage  where-  at  htr 
ever  (he  fleered  ;  the  people,  old  apd  young,  making  no  lefs  armt^ 
hafte  to  abandon  their  habitations  at  her  approach,  than  fhe 
did  to  invade  them.- 

This  general  dread  had  been  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  Rm/$/u9* 
the  reports  which  the  Portuguefe  had  defignedly  fpread  thio*  d^,rfp$ri$ 
all  thofe  parts,  of  her  apoftacy,  and  her  being  become  the  againt/f^ 
chief  of  the  Giagan  feft,  of  hfcr  horrid  butcheries,  her  \W\ngher. 
upon  human  flelh,  drinking  human  blood,  of  her  beingafor** 
cefefs,  and  a  mortal  enemy , to  all  chriftians,  in  order  to  render 
her  the  more  odious,  and  unfit  to  wield  the  Angolic  fceptrc,  to 
which  (he  laid  claim.    But  befides  that  this  artifice  only  ferved 
to  inflame  her  refentment  the  more  againft  them,  it  intimidat-^ 
ed  the  natives  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  all  chofe  rather  to  flee 
from  her  refentment  than  oppofe  her  progrefs^  or  make  head 
againft  her ;  infomuch,  that  fhe  was  fo  far  advanced  towards  ^ 

them,  as  to  be  encamped  in  the  fmall  ifland  of  Dangti^  in  the  JJir  tanij^ 
river  Coanza,    This  obliged  them  to  alter  their  meafures,  and  in  tbi  ^0 
to  raife  an  army  of  Negroes  to  join  with  their  own  forces  to  i/Dangii^ 
drive  her  out  of  ic.    They  accordingly  furrounded  the  ifland^ 
and  intrenched  themfelves  along  the  banks  on  both  fides  of 
the  river  ;  but  as  thefe  took  up  a  great  deal  of  ro,om,  it  gav6 
her  an  opportunity  of  attacking  them  with  fuch  advantage, 
that  (he  killed  and  wounded  many  hundreds  of  their  blacks,   * 
and  fome  of  their  wiiite  men.    Elated  with  her  fuccefe,  fhc 
was  preparing  to  repeat  her  blow,  when,  to  her  furprize,  fhe 
found  that  they  had  drawn  their  lines  fociofe,  and  raifed  them /^ /^^/^ jl 
to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  overlook  her  whole  camp,  and  could,  bdrraffti 
with  their  fire-arms   let  fly  upon  her  naked  troops,  as  if  they  by  tbtm. 
had  been  fhooting  at  a  mark,  and  killed  a  vaft  number  o^ 
them,  efpecially  of  her  chief  officers.     Zingha  finding  her  fitu-  Imp^litich 
ation  too  hot  for  her,  and  her  men  ready  to  murmur,  agreedy^rr/  bir 
with  them  to  retire  into  fome  diflant  province;  but  the  difE-  out^fiu 
culty  was,  how  to  crofs  the  river  with  her  forces,  whilft  the 
enemy  lay  intrenched  along  the  coafts  on  each  fide.  But  as  her 
wit  never  ufed  to  &il  on  iuch  emergencies,  fhe  had  recoiirfe 
to  that,  and,  under  pretence  of  treating  with  them  about  an 
accommodation,  obtained  a  truce  of  three  days,  during  whi6h 
fhe  found  means,  in  the  dead  of  night,  to  crofs  the  river  at  a 
convenient  place,  and  to  lead  her  troops  to  the  province  oi ^  r9tiMk 
OaccOy  unperceived  and  unmolefted  j  infomiich,  that  when.  u}beff§^ 
the  fun  arofe,  they  could  not  fee  one  human  creature  upon  the  nfi^eiof 
ifland.    They  apprehended  at  firfl  fome  ^mbidlh  or  decoyO^cco, 
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JTrom  the  craJfty  queen  ;  but,  upon  their  landing  fome  of  that 

troops  in  it,  they  found  it  wholly  evacuated,  and  tfaenifetvo 

Ihamcfuiry  over-reached*  and  deprived  of  the  faireft  opportih 

nity  they  could  wiQj  for   of  forcing  her  to  furrender  at  dt- 

cretion,  and  putting  an  effeSual  end  to  that  definitive  war. 

SBigof/to      Snt  ftaid  no  longer  in  that  province,  than  till  (he  wasaf- 

/avi  bir    forctl  that  the  Portuguefe  were  retired  from  the  Coanza ;  W 

mumdmi*  then  croffiirg  that  river  once  more,    marched  diredly  to- 

^i^^V       wards  the  kingdom  oi  Metamba^  a  confiderable  part  of  which 

vMccaar^    had  been  invaded  by  (bme  neighbouring  princes.    The  fpced 

"•^  with  which  flic  led  her  forces   thither,  and  recruited  her 

atmy  with  myriads  of  Giagasy  who  were  all  emulous  of 

fighting  under  her  banner,  quickly  enabled  her  to  recover 

(bme  of  her  territories  in  that  kingdom.     So  that  (he  now  be* 

g^n  to  think  herielf  fuccefsful,  and  powerful  enough  to  make 

a  frefli  attempt  on  the  jtngolic  frontiers.     She  found  herfdf, 

however,  greatly  miftaken,  and  met  with  fuch  a  flout  repuU^ 

as  obliged  her  to  fend  for  frefh  troops  to  make  up  the  gresl 

Vtrtlomi'  lo^^  ^^  ^^^  fuftained  in  this  laft  expedition.     What  was  iHffl 

pioHs  laid  Worfc,  was  the  news  (he  received  that  the  Giaga  Cajjangi  bsJ 

miutftt^       taken  the  advantage  of  her  abfence  to  enter  Aietamba  widi  I 

numerous  army,  and  had  carried  off  the  greateft  part  of  h 

inhabitants,  defiroyed  all  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  plundered  QC 

towns  of  all  that  was  valuable,  and  fet  (ire  to  the  reft,  vA 

left  that  kingdom  in  fome  meafiiredefolate. 

Tmi^  lait  difafter  quickly  put  a  ftop  to  all  her  ambitiooi 

Tiews,  and  obliged  her  to  lead  her  forces  thither  again, _andti 

endeavour  for  the  future  to  (ecure  her  real  don-inions,  inftei 

&rtre§ps  of  going  in  purfuit  of  imaginary  ones,  in  which  (he  had  ne 

tfatfy  to     with  fuch  ill  fuccefs.     But  how  dreadfully  was  (he  mortifie 

re*V0/f,    *  to  find  her  troops,  whom  (he  endeavoured  to  lead  bacicb 

'   long  marches,  in  hopes  of  defeating  the  enemy,  almoft  rcadjB 

revok,  through  vexation,  for  the  lofs  of  their  wives,  children 

cattle,  £5/^.  which  had  been  conveyed  far  enough,  and  fecutc 

beyond  their  power  of  recovering  them,  even  to  the  farthefl 

part  of  the  adjoining  kingdom  oiBenguela  *• 

Whether  the  P&rtuguefe^  had  any  hand  in  inftigatingdu 

.  Gtaga  Cajfangi  to  make  that  dreadful  irruption  into  her  Jo* 

minions,  by  way  of  diverfion,  or  no,  they  have  not  thou^htfi 

to  acquaint  us  ;  though  there  is  notiiing  in  fuch  a  fuppoiitieB 

that  is  either  improbable  or  inconfiftent  with  their  ufiwlcofl- 

du£l  and  policy^     However  that  be,  the  apprehenfions  thq 

were  in,  left  that  artful  princefs  (hould  find  out  fome  ftratag?^ 

^^^fybbJtifU'  to  mduce  that  Giaga  to  join  forces  with  her  againft  theffl|| 

•  fhs/ent  to  put  them  upon  thinking  of  fome  efFedlual  exjj)edient  to  ^ 

her  tyfif  vent  it.     To  wHich  end,  the  council  difpatched  one/fntiM 

'^^IcT       (^^^f  t  learned  prieft,  and  excellent  negotiator,  and  U<» 

^^^  *        •  ?  Dc  hoc,  vid.  fup,  p.  i  a,  &  fcq. 
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Gaff^B^rpi^  an  eminent  officer,  under  pretence  of  negoti-^iZ/vGi- 
ating  a  peace  between  them,  firft  to  the  Giaga  Cajjbngi^  and  aga  CaT* 
afterwards  to  the  queen.    They  met  with  a  very  civil '  recep-  ianp. 
tion  from  the  firft,  who  told  them  that  he  was  very  willing  to 
live  at  peace  with  that  princefs,  and  even  to  let  her  en^oy  the 
kingdom  of  Mitamha^  though  he  was  the  rightful  heir  to  it^ 
provided  {he  would  lay  down  her  arms.    This  anfwer,  which 
plainly  indicated  his  Mendfiiip  for  the  Portuguefi^  encouraged 
the  prieft,  who  was  an  excellent  fpeaker,  to  try  whether  he 
could  prevail  upon  him  to  embrace  their  religion,  which  would 
have  bound  him  ftill  fafter  to  their  intereft  ;  but  he  declined 
it  in'  fuch  ftrong  terms,  that  he  was  forced  to  defift ;  upon 
which  they  took  the  road  to  Vmba^  a  province  of  Mitamba^ 
where  the  queen  lay  encamped. 
L     At  their  arrival  they  met  with  fuch  ^  polite  reception,  as  net^  ^^ 

gave  them  hopes  of  fuccefs ;  but  after  (he  had  heard  their  pro.-  ctfiion 
I  pofals,  fhe  afiumed  a  haughty  threatening  tone,  which  ioonfromtht 
L  cooled  their  ismguine  expeotations  ;  and  told  them,  in  the  con-  fuetH. 
i  dufion  of  her  fpeech,  that  it  did  not  become  her  dignity  to  lay  H$r  an* 
[  down  her  arms,  till  flie  had  brought  the  war  flie  had  begun  to/u;^  ^ 
[  an  bSnourable  conclufion :  that  as  to  the  Giagas,  whole  kSt  tbiirfrt* 
[  flie  had  embraced  many  years  before,   and  which  had  fur-/^^- 
[  iiifiied  her  with  fuch  a  prodigious  number  of  forces  to  fight  in 
l^lier  defence,  her  honour  and  intereft  required  that  (he  mould 
M  keep  them  in  her  fervice,  and  under  her  protedion :  and 
L'laftiy,  that  as  to  herfelf,  (Ife  remembered,  indeed,  that  (he  had 
Lfbrmerly  embraced  chriftianity,  and  been  baptized,  but  tbatit 
Lwas  not  now  a  proper  (eafon  to  propo(e  her  returning  to  it^ 
\  and  they  ought  to  remember,  that  they  themfelves  were  the 
I  Xzxxk  of  her  abandoning  it. 

Borgia  eafily  perceived  by  her  words  and  behaviour  that 

^fte  was  not  to  oe  Wrought  upon  in  point  of  rdigion  ;  and, 

fliifting  the  topic,  told  her  in  a  polite  manner,  that  (he  had 

already  gained  honour  enough  in  war,  and  that  it  was  now 

high  time  (be  (hould  think  of  granting  peace  and  tranquility 

to  her  fubjeds  of  two  fuch  powerful  kingdoms,  and  accept  of 

I  die  favour  and  friendf)iip  of  the  king  of  Portugul,  which  were 

t  ofltrcd  to  her  by  his  viceroy.    To  this  the  artfbl  princefs  re- 

^  plied,  thai  (he  was  periedly  well  apprifed  of  the  ftrength  and 

^  valour  of  the  Pmrtugiufsj  and  (hould  efteem  it  an  honour  to  be 

I  allied  to  their  monarch ;  but  that  (he  thought  it  juft  that  their 

^  refpedtve  pretenfions  to    the  dominions  which   (he  Jiiftly 

\  daimed  from  her  anceftors,  and  of  which  he  had  unjuftiy  de- 

;  prived  her  of,  (hould  firft  of  all  be  decided  either  by  totA'^ 

,  equitable  judges,  or  with  the  fword  in  hand.     Borgia  vainly 

I  imagining  that  he  had  obtained  enough,  took  his  leave  without 

I  fiuther  reply,  and  dqpartcdibon  after  for  Luanda  SanPatd^: 

but 
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.Coglio  ^   but  left  the  prieft  Ccglioj  upon  fome  pretence  or  otUer^to  ftaf 
iriis  t9      behind,  but  h)  reality  to  wait  for  fome  favourable  opportUniqr 
€9nmirt      to  reduce  the  queen,  who  then  laboured  under  (bme  lingering 
her  in  her  difeafc,  from  her  apoftacy.   Her  diflemper  increafmg,  he  took 
fokntfi.     the  liberty  to  vifit  her,  and  to  tell  her  he  doubted  not  but  that 
\t  was  fent  l\er  ,by  the  divine  providence,  either  as  a  pimi(li« 
ment  or  a  gracious  invitation  to  repentance;  to  which  (he 
feemed  to  acquiefce,  in  fuch  manner  as  gave  him  fome  hopes 
of  her ;  but  thefe  were  foon  quafhed  again  by  her  recovery, 
''  when  (he  not  only  relapfed  inio  all  her  former  hellifh  pradicesy 

but  obliged  him  to  leave  her  court,  and  to  return  to  Loanda^ 
after  a  fix  months  abode  with  her  to  no  effedb. 
Thi  oinrr  Sh£  then  rekindled  the  war  with  freih  vigour  againft  the 
remenued  Portuguefe^  and  carried  it  on  with  various  fuccefs,  being  fome^ 
mgaii^  times  victorious,  and  at  others  defeated.  In  one  attempt  of 
ihi  Porta- the  latter  kind,  before  the  fortrefs  of  Majffhnganoy  £he  not  only 
gfiefe.  loft  a  great  number  of  her  men,  but  had  her  two  iifters  Cam' 
Her  dejtat  hi  and  Fungi  taken  prifoners,  Ihe  herfelf  efcaping  with  great 
mndnar-  diflkulty  out  of  their  hands.  This  lofs,  inftead  of  difcou- 
''•^  'f'  raging,  exafperatcd  her  the  more.  She  led  the  refidue  of  her 
^^^^^  troops,  which  were  ftill  very  confiderable,  into  fome  of  the  bc4 

cultivated  provinces  of  the  Partugta/ij  and  abandoned  them  to 
the  fury  of  her  Giagas^  who  quickly  put  thein  all  to  fire  and 
fword,  and  reduced  them  into  a  mere  wildernefs.     fiut  ftiBy 
upoii  weighing  her  gains ^againft  her  loiles,  fhd  had  the  mor- 
tification to  find  the  balance  vafily  to  her  difkdvantage,  ia 
fpight  of  all  the  private  intelligence  (he  ftill  kept  up  among 
adl  their  conqueits,  and  even  in  the  fortrefs  of  Majfangma^ 
where  her  fifter  Fungi  was  kept  prifoner. 
Herfifter       This   princefs,  abufing  the   liberty   which  was  granted 
Fungi*/     her,  out  of  regard    to  her  rank,  of  walking  about  the 
treachery   town,  had  taken  that  opportunity  to  corrupt  a  great  number 
**^^*'^'  ofmalccontents,both  Negroes  and  Portuguefty  to  feizcupoo 
one  of  the  gates  of  the  place,  and  to  open  it  to  the  forces  of 
her  fifter  Zi/i^/^^,. which  was  in  full  march  thither,  with  a  new 
raifed  army  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  her  treafon  was  happily 
difcovered  before  the  day  appointed;  upon  which  ihc  was  con- 
,  demned  to  be  ftrangled,  an^  hj^r  body  to  be  caft  into  the  xivet, 
ZingliaV   and   was   executed   accordingly.    The  queen  was  fenfibly 
ref€nu      .aiFe£ted  with  the  difcovery  and  difappointment,  efpecially  with 
W«/.        the  death  of  her  fifter,  which  being  quickly  after  followed  by 
•  the  defeat  of  her  allies  the  D«/rA,  and  their  total  expulfionoot 
.  of  Angola^  mentioned  a  little  higher,  {he  began  now  to  look 
/Upon  herfelf  as  completely  unfortunate,  and  to  enter  into  a 
,ftrii6ier  enquiry  than  ever  with  herfelf,  whether  ^thofe  fad  and 
repeated  difafters  were  not  the  effects  of  the  divine  diiplea- 
^le  againft.  her.    She  wits  (hea  with  her  army  laying  wafi^ 
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the  province  of  Omanda^  according  to  her  cuftoitt,  when  {heHetgri^ 
received  thefc  complicated  ill' news,  which  awoke  all  thegnaw>  andr$^ 
ing  remorfe  (he  had  felt  during  the  twcnty^eight  years  of  her  ntorfe^ 
impious  reign  and  apoftacy,  and  forced  her  againft  her  will 
to  recolle6):  with  horror  all  the  blood  (he  had  ihedj  and  all  the 
dreadful  impieties  which  (he  had  committed,  in  compliance 
to  the  abominable  Giagan  feft.  The  firft  (igns  (he  gave  of  her  Better 
remorfe  were  a  vifible  abatement  of  the  cruelties  (he  ufed  to  treatmef^ 
exercife  againft  the  chriftians  that  fell  into  her  hznisy  ^^nirftbe 
cfpecially  againft  the  priefts  andlpionks,  whom  (he  now  or^chrtjiatui 
<Jered,  under  the  fcvereft  penalties,  to  be  treated  thenceforth 
with  humanity  and  refped,  and  to  whom  (he  began  now  to     . 
liften  with  greater  attention  and  regard  than  ufual,  though 
without  lofing  one  grain  of  her  mortal  averfion  againft  thofe 
who  had  ftripped  her  of  what  (he  ftyled  her  hereditary  domi- 
nions in  JngoUiy  or  of  her  refolution  not  to  (heath  her  fword. 
till  (he  had  wrefted  them  out  of  their  hands. 

By  this  time  the  noble  viceroy  Don  Salvador  Corfeaj  v^y^Oinetnce^ 
bad  wrefted  the  kingdom  out  of  the  hands  of  the  HoUdnders^  roy  fends 
and  re-eftablilhed  the  Portuguefe  government  in  it,  being  ap-y»«f  Ca* 
prifed  of  the  late  regard  the  queen  had  exprefied  towards  the  puchins  ff 
clergy,  thought  it  a  proper  time^to  fend  fome  Capuchins  to^^» 
her,  in  hopes  they  (hould  now  find  her  more  tradable.     She  • 
appeared  fo  accordingly,  gave  them  a  generous  reception,  and 
complied  with  feveral  of  tbeir  requefts  at  their  firft  audience  ; 
but  when  they  took  occafion,  at  their  fecond,  to  lay  before  her 
the  extreme  guilt  and  danger  t)f  her  perfevering  in  her  apof- 
tacy, after  a  deep  figh,  which  (hewed  (he  vCas  not  infenfible 
of  it,  (he  expreifed  herfelf  in  words  to  this  tSe&. 

•*  May  God  be  merciful  to  a  princefs,  who  is  injured  in  Herart^^ 
«*  what  (he  holds  moft  dear.    It  is  not  my  fault  that  I  am  xt-fui  an* 
«*  duced  to  the  condition  you  find  me  in.  -  I  haAncidier  funk^w/r /^ 
«'  into,  nor  continued  fo  long  in  it,  under  the  moft  poignant  *^^* ', 
^  ftings  of  remorfe  that  tongue  can  exprefs,  had  I  not  been 
«  unjuftly  deprived  of  my  right :  pity  my  cafe  I  If  I  am  dri-^ 
*<  veh  into  utter  perdition,  it  is  by  thofe  who  have  driven  me 
^  out  of  my  dominions.    I  am  but  too  fenfible  of  my  having 
(<  gone  out  of  the  right  way,  but  muft  either  become  the  con- 
<<  tempt  and  fcorn  of  my  fubje<5is,  or  (iill  go  on  in  this  dan* 
^  gerous  path,  till  thofe  ufurpers  have  reftored  to  me  what 
«  they  have  robbed  me  of.     What  an  unhappy  life  is  mine, 
**  to  be  forced  to  live  thus  in  blood  and  flaughter,  to  get  rid 
«*  of  the  fetters  which  they  have  hid  on  me  ?  and  fince  1  am 
«  not  ftrong  enough  to  break  them,  do  you  pray  to  God  to  do 
«<  it  for  me.     In  that  cafe  I  will  not  only  engage  to  return  to 
*•  the  true  religion  I  have  been  fo  unhappily  forced  to  re- 
«  nouncc,  but  t&^ive  you  all  the  encouragement  andvaftift- 
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^kej  re-     «*  tnce  to  propagate  and  eftablifli  it  through  all  my  dooiini- 
immhcmt  «<  ons."     Thefe  laft  words,  though  accompanied  with  foaie 
nmib§ia     few  feemingly  penitential  tears,  did  but  too.eaiily  convince  the 
fuettft.      good  fathers  of  their  loft  labour ;  and  fo,  with  her  le^ve,  jthey 
jMffther  court,  aiul  returned  to  their  conventj  at  6V.  Sak/^der* 
She  offered,  indeed,  to  make  them  fome  confiderable  pre- 
fents,  but  thefe  they  abfolutely  declined,  as  inconfiilent  with 
.  their  fundion. 
^hcuiti'       In  the  mean  time  the  viceroy,  being  refolved  to  (ecure  the 
r^^M  king  of  Kongo  to  his  intereft,  and  prevent  his  allying  again  with 

4br€mimng  queen  Zinfi&tf,  firft  railed  a  powerful  army,  and  then  fent  him 
mlP»go  to  word,  that  if  he  defired  to  prevent  the  total  ruin  of  his  domi- 
/^iiir^^nionst  he  muft  immediately  make  reparation  for  all  the  da- 
Kongo,     mages  he  had  caufed  to  the  Poriuguefe  by  his  allying  with  tba 
Hollanders,    The  reputation  which  the  Poriuguefe  arms  bad 
guned  during  their  Tate  warsagainft  that  queen,  and  the  dread 
which  they  had  Ipread  in  all  the  adjacent  kingdomsji  quickly 
induced  that  monarch  to  comply,  and,  without  any  delay,  to 
fend  fome  ambafiadors  to  Angola^  to  regulate  and  adjuft  their 
differences,  which  was  accordingly  done^  and,  in  agreatmea- 
Mil^/  4    fure,  upon  the  viceroy's  own  terms.    Thefe  were,  t)Tat  the 
treaii  •     king  their  mailer  (hould  enter  iqto  a  ftrifi  alliance  with  the 
liHtb  htm,  Poriuguefe^  and  renounce  alfhis  other  alliances  thit  were  preju- 
dicial to  their  intereds.     2d]y,  That  he  (hould  engage   to 
fupply  them  with  good  flaves,  in  compenfation  for  the  da- 
mage they  had  fuliauied  from  him.     3dly,  Thathefhould 
difcover  the  rich  mines  of  gold  and  iilver  in  his  dominions^ 
and  perform  his  engagements  by  a  former  treaty,  of  giving 
leave  to  have  them  examined  and  wrought.    4thly,  That  ail 
the  fathers  Capuchins  &ould  have  full  permiffion  to  preach  tHe 
gDfpe)  in  all  the  provinces  of  his  dominions.    And,  laftly^ 
That  he  (hould  give  hoftages  for  the  execution  of  every  arti- 
cle of  the  prefent  treaty.    All  which  the  Kongoefe  monarch 
readily  ratified,  and  peiibrmed  as  well  as  could  be  expe6ted 
from  a  prince  of  his  fickle  chara£ler  ^. 
tmhajfy        As  foon  as  this  treaty  was  ratified,  the  viceroy  difpatched 
to  qu$in     DoH  Ruy  Pegado^  an  oM  experienced  officer,  remarkable  for 
Zingha.    his  wifdom,  politenefsy  and  zeal  for  religion,  to  the  court  of 
oueen  Zingba^  with  a  noble  retinue  and  magnificent  pre* 
lents  for  that  princels,  together  with  two  lettera  to  her,  Che 
one  from  the  king  kit  mamr,  and  the  other  with  full  powers 
to  conclude  a  firm  and  laiUng  alliance  with  her,  proirided  (he 
Gonfented  to  renounce  the  f^  of  the  Giagasy  and  to  return 
to  the  church.    Don  Ruy  was  received  with  the  utmoft  po- 
liteflcis^  and  the  queen  acknowleged^  in  the  moft  grateful 

I  Catazzi  ap,  Labat,  ubi  fap;  p.  95,  &  (eq. 
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,  VmSy  the  regard  paid  bcr  by  his  Pertuguefe  maje/fy,  but  laid  Her  an- 
the  blame  of  all  the  hoftilicies  that  had  pailed  on  the  late  viee-/^^^  t§ 
roy,  HotiFemando  deS$u%a*^  cruel  treatment  of  her^  who  had  '''• 
not  only  Gripped  her  of  her  beft  Angalic  provinces^  but.  had 
even  dared  to  proclaunone  of  her  vaflals,  N-gola  0/7niV  king 
bfDongo,    She  added  that,  provided  his  Per^ttf^^  maiefty        1 
Would  aflift  her  in  the  recovery  of  her  hereditary  domintons^ ' 
Jbe  would  readily  engage  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  him, 
and  to  return  into  the  bofom  of  the  churchy  from  which  ibe 
h^d  apoftadzed. 

ZiNGHA  had  too  much  policy  to  think  her  tprms  would  Kapiler^ 
ever  be  complied  with,  unlefs  it  were  by  main  force }  and  ^^  m    . 
therefore  kept  her  army  ftill  on  foot,  and  went  on  with  hcry^r 
ufual  hoftilities  and  ravages,  notwithftanding  fevbrtd  other 
letters  which  the  vicetoy  fent  to  her,  relating  to  the  old  to-  % 

pic,  and  his  remonftrances  againft  the  injurv  me  did  to  chriftt- 
anity,by  fupportingfo  deteftable  a  ieSt^  and  hindering  the  chrif<- 
tian  priefts  from  performing  the  leaft  fundipn  of  their  office,  '^ 
even  that  of  baptizing  of  infants.    He  had  already  fpent  near  TAi  *vici^ 
three  years  in  thefe  epiftolary  negotiations,  without  any  fuc-  roy  flies 
cefs,  each  having  their  reafons  for  proceeding  no,  farther  in  ^  *"'''* 
Ihem  (£).  And  as  there  could  be  no  hopes  of  inducing  her  ^ff^^* 
to  an  alliance  as  long  as  ihe  infifted  on  the  reftitution  of  her 
provinces,  which  the  court  of  Portugal  never  defigned  to  Con- 
fent  to,  (b  he  contented  himfelf  with  plying  her  with  religious ' 
motives,  a&  the  moft  likely,  if  they  took  effed>  to  detach  her 
barbarian  troops  fl-om  her  intereft  j  in  which  cafe  flie  might 
be  more  eafily  induced^  if  not  forced,  to  court  their  friend- 
fliip  and  prote£lion,  and,  in'orderto  obtain  it,  to  forego  her 
pretenfions  to  Angola  ^. 

It  plainly  appeared  by  the  fequel,  that  he  was  not  miftaken  She  relent i 
jnhis  politics  5  for  his  laft  letter  had  fucb  ah  elFed  upon  htt^andu/n/* 

^  Gavazzi  Bp.  Labftt^  abi  fup.  p.  98,  &  feq, 

(E)    This   negotiation    had  to  make  any  fteps  or  conceffiont 

been  begun  about  the  middle  of  that  fbottld  abrm  her  Giagas, 

the  year  1648,  foon  after  tht  on  whom   her  whole   depen- 

cxpiUfion  of  the  Hoilanders  oat  deuce  lay,  fo  nekher  did.  the  no 

of  dng^a*  The- queen's  anfwet  :ilef9  politic  viceroy  think  -fit  to 

to  the  two  letters  above-men-  appear  too  preiTmg  for  an  alli<» 

tioaeci  is  dated  December  loth,  aaoe»  left  itfiiould  be  interpreted 

&650,  and  the  laft  which  the  by  that  priacefs  as  the  effed  of 

viceroy  fent  to  her  was  dated  fear,  neceility,  or  any  other  mo^ 

April  i3th>  1 65 1,  But  as  on  the  tive  (he  might  take  an  advan- 

one  hand  it  was  not  her  intereft  tage  of  (i ). 

(j)  Lahat  ex  Cave»»  hb,  iv.  r.  i.  /.  98^  &  fiq* 

0.2  that 
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feSeity    that  her  chief  officers  foon  perceived  fuch  a  vifible  change  in 
l^fuh'     her,  as  raiCbd  a  general  murmur  through  her  army ;  infomuch^ 
jiSs.         that)  to  avoid  a  total  defetStion,  fhe  was  forced  to  have  recourfe 
to  her  old  diabolical  expedient,  of  facrificing  a  number  of  male 
infants,  to  convince  them  of  her  fteady  adherence   to  their 
llecii*vesak&.    The  Viceroy  was  quickly  informed  of  it,  but  wifely 
Miw*em'    concealed  his  refentment,  and  continued,  virithout  taking  tte 
iajl}^  and  leaft  notice  of  it,  to  ply  her  with  his  religious  expoftulations, 
frt^diuc^'^rA  at  laft  fent  her  a  folemn  embafly,  accompanied  with  the 
tmi.         richeft  prefents,  and  a  propofal  for  entering  into  a  joint  war, 
in  which  both  their  ftatcs  were  mutually  concerned.     He  ac- 
quainted hei^  at  the  fame  time^  with  the  plan  he  had  concerted 
for  carrying  it  on ;  at  which  (he  was  fo  fatisfied,  that  (hb 
readily  confented  to  it,  and  honoured  him,  from  that  time^ 
with  her  eftecm  and  confidence.     She  had  by  this  time  reign- 
'  ed  queen  and  chief  of  the  feft  of  the  Gtagas  almoft  30  years, 

when  an  accident,  or  rather  occurrence,  which  happened  at 
Che  conclufion  of  that  fuccefsful  war,  paved  the  way  to  her  con« 
Her  coH"  verfion.  The  circumftances  which  attended  and  promoted 
duarepn-  this  furpriitng  change  in  her,  are,  by  the  monkiih  writers  of 
fintedat  her  reign,  reprefented,  after  their  -ufual  cuftom,  as  altogethd: 
mracu^  miraculous,  or  rather  as  fuch  a  feries  of  miracles,  as  we  fhould 
kui.  hardly  have  thought  worthy  of  being  mentioned  in  this  hifto^ 

ry,  were  we  not  well  fatisfied  how  eafily  every  judicious  rea- 
der may  account  for  every  one,  without  having  recourfe  to  that 
long  exploded  pretence,  as  any  one  may  be  able  to*  judge  from 
their  own  narrative,  ftripped  of  all  their  gloffes,  and  which 
we  (hall  fubjoin  in  the  margin,  as  fuccinSly  as  we  can,  for  the 
fake  of  our  curious  readers  (F),     We  are  more  defirous  to 

fct 

(F)  tn  this  war^  which  was  parlofit^  where  it  might  not  be 

undertaken  againftfome  revolted  found  any  more.     The  foldi^r 

princes  that  were  tributary  to  obeyed ;  but  the  general,  whe- 

to  the  king  .of  Kong%^  probably  tber  in  a  dream  or  Vifion,  was 

in  virtue  of  the  laft  treaty  lately  ftung  with  the  deepeft '  remorie 

mehtioned^  among  other  pliin-  and  reproaches,  for  having  thus 

4fer  that  was  brought  away  from  contemptuoufly  treated  the  Go<l 

tkofe  provinces,  by  the  queen^s  whom  the  chriftians  adored.  The 

forces,  a  (bldier  had  got  a  craci*  dread  he  was  in  made  him  wifll 

fix,  of -the  length  of  five  or  fix  earneftly  for  the  day;  which  n6 

fpans,  which  he  prefented  xx^  her  fooner  appeared,  than  he  arofif^ 

captain-general,   and  great  fa-  and  ordered  one  of  his  head  of- 

vourite.     This  officer,  who  was  ficers  to  fetch  it  from  the  wood^ 

a   profeiTed  Giaga^   refafed  it  to  wrap  it  decently  in  a  dean 

with  fcorn,  and  bid  the  foldier  linen  cloth,  and    to  bring   it 

carry  it  into  an  adjacent  wood,  away  with  all  poffible  care  and 

and  throw  it  into  the  thickeft  refpedl. 
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fet  this  matter  in  a  true  light,  bccaufe  Dapper  and  other  wri^i* 
tcrs,  not  being  able  to  give  credit  to  all  the  miraculous  appa- 
ratus 
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His  orders  were  obeyed,  and 
the  crucifix  was  brought' away, 
decently  covered,  and  hid  on  a 
cofliion;  and  as  (<>on.as  the  gene- 
ral was  apprifed  of  its  approach, 
he  ordered  his  whole  arm^r  to 
fiand  in  battle  array  to  receive 
it,  and  Ihew  it  ail  the  marks  of 
honour  as  it  paiTed  through  their 
ranks.  He  ordered  likewiie 
fome  folfiiers  to  walk  before  it, 
and  to  proclaim  aloud  to  the 
army,  that  it  w^  the  Zamhi,  or 
<7od,  of  the  queen;  and  at  his 
arrival  at  her  court,' went  imme- 
diately to  inform .  her,  that  he 
jbrought  her,  among  other  fpoils 
of  war,  the  image  of  her  late 
jZamh\  in  great  pomp«  which 
he  had  taken  prifoner. 

At  thefe  words  the  queen 
found  her  heart  affeded  with  a 
firange  mixture  of  emotions,, 
which  forced  a  flood  of  tears 
from  her  eyes  ;  and  fhe  re- 
solved to  receive. the  captive 
crucifix,  with  all  imaginable  ho- 
liours,  but  concealed  her  mo- 
tives for  it  under  the  colour  o£ 
^omplimeiitbg  the  chriftians, 
who,  a?  fhe  gave  put,  were  veiy 
^Qmerous  in  her  dominions. 
Accordingly,  on  the  day  of  its 
arrival,  her  whole  army  was 
drawn  up  in  arms,  on  eaich  fide 
of  the  way,  quite  to  the  chape! 
which  0ie  had  ereded  and  rich; 
ly  adorned  for  its  reception^ 
whilft  fhe,  accompanied  by  her 
court,  and  among  them  a  good 
jQumher  of  chriftians,  went  and 
dood  on  an  eminence  to  fee  the 
holy  irelick  pafs  by,  which  flie 
canfed  to  be  faluted  with  the 
^re  of  her  artillery,  and  the 
jband  of  al)  hqr  W/^like  ipufic. 


\^en  it  was  come  to  the  place 
defigned  for  it,  fhe  was  there 
ready  to  receive  k,  and,  witi^ 
great  devojtion,  embraced  and 
kiifed  it,  with  tears,  and  fet  it 
upon  an  altar  ere£led  fbrtha^ 
purpofe.  After  which  fhe  bound 
herfelf  by  an  oath  before  the 
whole  concourfe,  that  fhe  would 
puniih  with  the  utmoft  fe verity 
any  affront  or  difrefped  that 
fhould  be  offered  to  the  ZamBi 
which  fhe  had  formerly  wor- 
ftipped. 

All  thefe  various  marks  of  re«> 
fpe£t,  joined  to  her  frequent  and 
long  vifits  to  the  plaoe,  foon  con* 
vinced  her  Qiagas  that  fhe  was 
become  a  chriftian  again ;  which 
io  enraged  them,  that  they  were 
ready  to  deprive  her  of  her 
crown  and  life :  to  avoid  which, 
fhe  had  recourfe  to  a  vile  ftrata* 
gem,  which  was  to  have  the 
cheft  in  which  fhe  kept  her  bro- 
ther's bones,  placed  ot)  the  fide 
of.  the  crucifix,  and  then  to 
pretend  that  fhe  went,  to  confuk 
his  gholl;,  as  (he  had  been  ufed  to 
do. 

This  artifice,  indeed,  calme4 
the  minds  of  her  mifb*ufting  Gf« 
^gas  i  but  the  jufl  caufe  of  oi^ 
fence  it  gave  the  chriflians,  and 
the  fevere  reproofs  fhe  received 
from  them,  foon  brought  her  to 
repent,  and  to  be  afhamed  of  A^ 
low  a  piece  of  diffimulation.  She 
tried,  indeed,  at  firfl,  by  fome 
ipecious  pretences,  and  fine  pro* 
mifes,  to  induce  them  to  follow 
her  example ;  telling  them  at  the 
fame  time^  that  it  would  prove 
an  efFeflual  means  to  reconcile^ 
by  degrees,  her  idolatrous  fubjed^s 
to  the  worfhip  of  Chrifl.  Their 
<L3  iliff 
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fatus  which  thofe  popiih  hiftoriatis  tell  us  preceded  that  prittii* 
cefs'fi  convcrfion>  nor  to  account  for  it  in  ^ny  other  way,  hav^ 

given 


filff  and  aniverfal  proteftatjoos 
that  they  would  fooner  forego 
h^  fri^ndfiiip  than  comply  with 
fuch  an  impious  piece  of  hYpp- 
crify,  determined  her,  at  laft,  to 
haverecourfe  to  othoro^eafpres. 
SJbehi^  two  ^UDcilsy  over 
which  (he  prpfided  ^  chief ;  the 
one  for  affairs  of  (late  and  war, 
and  the  oth^r  for  what  they Jyl- 
ed  religious  concerns.  This  laH 
^qnfifted  only  of  Ave  Singollos, 
pr  prieds,  of  their  fe^l,  and.  the 
other  otily  of  four  of  her  officers; 
and  tbefe  nine  connfellors  (he 
refolved  to  convoke  upon  this 
important  point,  whether  (he 
had  beft  embrace  the  law  of  the 
true  God,  or  continue  in  the  old 
Giagaff  fe£t.  She  accordingly 
convened  them,  and  told  them 
that  (he  defigned  toconfukthe 
fpirits  of  her  ancettors  how  to 
adl  in  that  extreme  perplexity 
ihe  found  herfelf  in,  and  ordered 
ihem  to  fet  inllantly  about  the 
ceremony,  which  confided  in 
certain  facrifices  and  libations ; 
after  which  they  ufually  fell  in> 
to  a  kind  of  enthufiafm,  and  4e- 
livered  their  anfwers  in  fuch  a 
manner  and  (lyle  as  if  they  had 
been  po(re(red  by  thofe  fpirits. 
The  ceremony  ended,  they  gave 
their  anfwers  one  after  another, 
with  their  ufual  hideous  out- 
cries p.nd  Ilrange  contortions,  and 
all  of  them  agreed  in  their  t^-; 
vice  to  her,  to  renounce  the  Gi- 
.  egan  fe£t,  and  return  to  the 
V'orlhip  of  the  true  God.  We 
ihall  content  purfelves  with  giv- 
ing our  readers  a  fpecimen  of  the 
fiyle  of  thofe  anfwers,  in  that  of 
^he  oldeft  Singhillo,  which  is  the 
luoftemphaticalji  and  as  dictated 


by  the  fpirit  of  histr  d^e^Ced  VrO- 
thera  in  word?  to  this  effe&. 

•*  What  advantage  is'it  to. 
**  me  that  thou  continued  in  the 
**  Qiagan  fed,  whilft  the  lacri- 
**  fices  which  thou  o({erell  to  me 
«  do  but  augment  the  iotolera- 
*'  ble  torments  which  I  endure 
*<  in  flames  that  will  never  be 
*«  quenched.  Why  dofl  thou  afi& 
"  my  adyfce,  whilft  xhou  art 
"  (coi^fcidus  that  thou  haft*  ^ 
**  more  faithful  judge  and  coun- 
*'  fellor  within  thee,  and  doe 
«<  ^\^o  directs  thee  to  the  truth  ^ 
«•  Thou  canfl  be  hx>  ioagei; 
**  mine,  feeing  diere  is  another 
««  who  calls  thee  to  him,  and 
**  whom  thou  abandoned  me  to 
^'  follow;  neither fhali I  beany 
'*  longer  thine  to  anfwer  thee, 
"  (ince  thou,  from  thenceforth, 
''  wilt  abominate  me.  fojr  eVec 
"  Drive  me  therefore  f aur  from 
'*  thee,  and  know  that  lean  1:^ 
**  no  longer  ferviceable  to  thee, 
**  bymycontipuinghercamoiijg; 
•'  ^cfe  bones  ;  call:  them  far 
**  from  thee,  together  with  th^ 
**  fad  remembrance  of  thy  hav- 
*•  ing  wor(hipped  mc  before 
•*  them."  At  thcfe  lall  wottU 
he  gave  a  furious  kick  with  his 
foot  againft  the  chefl  that  held 
her  brother^s  bones,  and  fell 
down  h^f^des^  upon  the  floor. 
Tne  other  four  having  aded 
niuch  the  (zpxt  hrce,  and  added 
feveral  hints  in  couimendsttionof 
the  tortuguefe^  and  their  religion 
the  iirft  Singhillo  aifuming,  as 
before,  the  fpiritpf  her  brother, 
after  fome  grievous  reproofs  fot 
her  apoftacy,  dofed  the  whdc, 
with  thefe  words,  in  a  much 
niildertone.     Oh  wf  dear  fifitrl 

•*     *     "  *  Una 
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given  us  a  very  lame  and  impeffc^l'  account  of  that  prineeA'^ 
(urpriftng  life  and  reign*    We  are  therefore  to  hope  that  this . 

latter 


2^ 


pM  thou  ctmfi  mi  now  hi  igno- 
rant ef  the  depivrabU  ft  ate  lam 
tttrnallj  doomed  io^  hi  wamt^hy 
it  to  refunt  and  reform.  O  Zin- 
rf^,  mj  dearfifiir  !  ta^i  thi  no- 
ile  n/olution  this  day  te  accept  of 
tie  peace  niniich  is  offing  to  thee 
iy  the  Portuguife^  andfhou  nviit 
fjtjoy  4  more  difirahle  an4  lafting 
one  within  thy  hreafi, 
Asfbonas  he  bad  done  fpeafcing, 
the  queen  aficed  the  four  oilicers 
of  her  other  council  their  opinion 
upon  what  they  had  heard  and 
&en,  and  their  advice  how  ihe 
ought  to  aft.  To  which  they  an- 
fHi^ered  unanimouily,  that  thi 
matter  wholly  depended  upon  her 
nrnll ;  that  let  her  a&  in  |V  asfii 
piaftd^  Jhe  JhouU  always  find 
herJuhjiSs  ready  to  approve  of^ 
ifidcpnform  to^  it ;  and  think  it 
mftfor  their  honour  and  ad<van' 
/«|^  (0 follow  her  example  ( i ), 

Here  it  is  that  our  monkilh 
writers  triumph  :  they  not  only 
look  upon  the  remorfe  and  an* 
cafmeis  of  the  general  for  his  ill 
treatment  of  the  crucifix^  as  mi- 
racnlousy  but  much  more  fo  upon 
the  forced  confeflio^  of  the  five 
priefts :  for  what  lefs  than  a  di- 
yine  power,  fay  they»  could 
force  the  devil,  who  fpoke  thro* 
tnem,  to  declare  himfelf  in  a 
manner  {q  contrary  to  the  inter- 
%K  of  his  infernal  kingdom  \ 
What  elfe  but  a  coofcioufnefs  of 
fhis  could  have  extorted  fuch  an 
aiTent  from  the  other  four  coun- 
.  fellors,  all  alike  mortal  enemies 
tochrifiianity? 

Bu(,  ^fto"  all,  might  not  both 
'  ^^  g^eral  above-mentioned,  the 


Slnghillos,  or  pretended  conjur* 
ers,  and  thofe  other  counfellors, 
have  been  prevailed  upon  by  the 
artful  queen  to  ad  the  parts  they 
di4»  hy  h^  authority,  perfuafi- 
ons,  promifcs,  and  large  gifts  ? 
Might  not  an  this  whole  fcene 
have  been  contrived  between  her 
and  the  viceroy  during  their  lohg 
epiilolary  intercourfe,  *^hicb,£ 
we  obferved  in  the  laft  note, 
ha^  been  carried  on  ever  finbe 
the  year  1648  to  this  time  1655? 
Might  not  the  bed  part  of  the 
rich  prefents  which  he  continued 
fending  to  her  with  his  embaffies, 
be  defigned^and  may  they  not  bo 
fuppof^  fufiicient,  to  bribe  thofe 
ten  creatures  of  hers  to  z€t  the 
farce  they  did  \  Was  it  pot  the 
intereft  of  the  Po^tnguefe.  fcttjpg 
even  religion  afide,  at  av  r^ie 
to  gain  over  to  their' intered  a 
princef^,  that  had  fuch  an  abfp. 
lute  fway  over  the  nation  ofGia» 
gas,  their  moil  irr^ondlable.and 
inhuman  enemies,  and  to  cp|i-> 
trive  the  propereft  means  to  ena- 
ble har  to  do  it  with  fafety  f 
And,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  can  it  be. 
fuppoff  d  that  a  pripc^fs  who  had 
be«n  converted  to  diriftianity, 
cguki  be  otherwife  than  extreme- 
ly deilrous,  eftiecially  in  the  de- 
cline of  her  lire,  and  the  dangcra 
ihe  was  in.  to  abandon  a  fed  in 
which  ihe  had  lived  28  years,  jn 
a  maimer  which  could  not  but 
he •  and  (he  herfelf  owned  w^, 
abhorfent  to  her  nature.  Upon 
the  whole,  we  can  fee  nothing 
in  this  whole  tranfadion,  bat  f^n 
artful  flraugem  of  that  politic 
princefs,  to  extricate  herfelf  qiit 


(l)  Covou,  eft  Loht,  lih,  iv»  r.  1.  p*  t09>  &f<ff% 
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latter  and  mod  fhitiing  part  of  it  will  not  be  difpieafing:  to  ou 
readers,  now  we  have  fo  effc£lual]y  divefied  it  of  its  fabuJou 
monkiih  embeUifhments. 
Hit  arm       WHILST  her  two  councils  were  taken  up  in   ailing   tin 
if  awn  uf.  part  we  have  fpoken  of  in  the  laft  note^  in  order  to  induce  hej 
i6j;5.     fubje£b  the  .more  readily  to  come  into  her  meafures^  fhe  hac 
taken  care  to  have  her  army  drawn  up,  and  prepared  to  expefi 
fome  extraordinary  refult  from  their  prefent  confultations.    As 
foon  therefore,  as  they  were  ended,  (he  went  out  to  them,  and, 
witfi.a  majeftic,  yet  feemingly  joyful,  afped,  let  fly  an  arrow 
from  her  bow  with  her  ufuaHuength  and  vigour,  and   then 
addreffin^herfclf  tothcm,  WT)o  is  there  thai  i$  ftrong  en$ugh  to 
Jtand  againfl  my  arms,  or  rejiji  the  force  of  this  arm  ?  ^Upon 
which  they  all  fell  a  clapping  their  hands,  and  .crying  out  three 
'  times  fucceffively,  O  glorious  and  mighty  queen,  none,  none,  none^ 

will  ever  he  ahle  to  conquer  you.     Upon  which  (be  made  them 
the  following  fpeech,  from  the  eminence  on  which  flie  ftood  : 
JierJ^ioch  ^^d  from  which  (he  could  be  eafily  beard  :  ^^  If  my  enemies 
to  herar^  **  have  always  dreaded  me  in  war;  if  you  have  lavifhed  your 
wy.  *•  lives  to  fupport  me  in  my  moft  dangerous  enterprizes,  and 

**  given  me  the  greateft  proofs  of  your  fidelity^  what  can  hinder 
*«  you  from  followmg  me  in  my  peaceful  ones  ?  I  have  often 
**  oeheld,  after  the  viiSories  I  have  hitherto  gained,  the  field  of 
**  battle  covered  with  a  greater  number  of  my  (lain  fubjeSs, 
-^  **  than  of  the  enemy  ;  fo  that  I  never  gained  a  battle  but  what 

**  coft  thelives  of  myriads  of  my  faithful  troops.  Hurried  by  my 
•*  blind  paffion,  I  (hut  myeyes  againft  that.truth,  whichi  ought 
««  rather  to  have  fought.  Bat  thanks  to  the  true  God,' they  arfe 
.  **  opened  now ;  and  I  return  to  him  that  heart  and  afFeSion 
*^  which  I  have  hitherto  fo  impioufly  with-hejd  from  him ; 
*'  and  I  now  beg  of  his  infinite  goodnefs  a  firm  and  inviolable 
«'  peace,  in  order  to  make  thofe  partakers  of  it,  who  have  fol- 
•*  lowed  me  through  all  the  paft  tumults  of  war. 
^nuns  her      *'  I  DO  now  freely  and  (incerely  return  to  that  faith  and 
Afoftaey     **  religion  which  I  have  fo  unhappily  abandoned,  to  my  in- 
andre-      **  expreflible  hurt,  and  that  of  thofe  who  have  followed  my 
tomterfim  **  example.     I  do,  and  (hall  ever  henceforth,  deteft  the  im- 
tocbrifii'  «  pious  Giajgan  fc(S,   totally  profcribe  it  from  my  prefence 
•»{y.         <«  and  dominions  ;  and  if  I  have  (hewed  myfelf  exad  in  the 
**  obfervation  of  its  horrid  rites,  much  more  fo  do  I  defign  to 
^*  bein  the  obfervance  of  thofe  of  the  holy  gofpcl,  to  the  end 

0f  the  danger  and  uneafmefs  (he  promifes,  undertook,  and  the  ex- 
was  in ;  nor  is  there  any  thing  adnefs  with  which  they   per- 
either  furprifing  or  extraordina-  formed,  a  part  in  which  fo  mucl^ 
ry  in  the  readincfs  with  which  was  to  be  gained,  and  no  hazard   . 
her  ten  mercenary  miniflers,  al-  to  b(  ran. 
lored  ^  ]ier  rich  prefen(san<J 
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^<  that  my  example  may  excite  you  to  the  fame  amendment  ' 
*«  of  your  lives.  As  you  have,  therefore,  been  the  flaves  of 
*'  my  capricious  will,  and  have  fo  often  hazarded  your  lives, 
^^  out  of  an  immoderate  defire  of  pleaiing  me,  I  now  invite 
*'  you,  and  {hew  you  the  way,  to  an  eternal  reft,  and  the 
**  bleffings  of  an  endlefs  peace.  Who  is  there  that  can  rc- 
**  je&  tlxe  offers  I  make  to  you  ?  though  if  there  be  any  among 
'^  you  that  diflikes  or  abhors  me  for  what  I  have  faid,  I  am 
<<  content  that  he  fliould  henceforth  avoid  and  abandon 
«  me^" 

Thus  fpoke  the  intrepid  queen  to  hei'  whole  army;  though,  Perpkxiiy 
notwithftanding  her  laft  words,  (he  was  not  wiuiout  fome  ah§ut  thi 

freat  perplexity  about  the  iffue  of  fo  unexpe&ed  a  declaration,  fi^^cefi  rf 
Tor  could  (he  well  hope  that  the  propofals  of  an  endlefs  reft  '^ 
and  peace  (hould  be  eafUy  reli(hed  by  a  nation  nurtured  in  all 
the  licentioufnefs  of  war  and   (laughter.     Yet  fo  ftrong  and  diffipaiei 
firm  did  their  attachment  to  her  (hew  itfelf  upon  this  occaiion,  hy  their 
that  (be  quickly  found  all  her  fears  dL(pelled  by  their  univerfaly^^^ 
acclamations,  which  (he  could  not  but  look  upon  as  a  happy>^//« 
omen  of  their  fpecdy  converfion.  She  lofl  no  time  to  commu-  BfiAa0 
nicate  the  joyful  news  to  the  viceroy  of  Angola^  by  a  particu- 19  the 
lar  exprefs,  and  not  long  after  by  a  folemn  and  pompous  em-  ^^arty, 
bafly,  in  which  (he  intreated  him  topafs  ^n  a£(  of  oblivion  on 
all  her  former  mi(behaviour,  to  reftore  her  to  the  good  graces 
of  the  king  his  mafier,  to  fend  her  back  her  ftfter  Donna  Bar- 
bara (feeing  her  (ifter  Fungi  had  been  (b  juftly  taken  off  for 
her  crime)  and  with  her  fome  Capuchins  to  complete  the  good 
work  (he  had  begun  with  fuch  unexpected  fuccefs. 

The  eagernefs  (he  expreffed  in  her  reque(t,  joined  to  the  Her  vual 
furpri(ing  news  of  her  fubjeds  readinefs  to  join  in  with,  and  mifirufted. 
approve  of,  all  her  meafures,  failed  not  to  caufe  fomedifHdence 
^  in  fuch  of  the  viceroy's  council,  to  whom  her  former  artful  be- 
haviour and  fickle  temper  gave  but  too  much  occafion  for  it« 
But  the « generous  viceroy,  difdaining  to  entertain  any  mif- 
truft  of  her,  readily  complied  with  all  her  requefjs,  exhorting 
her  to  continue  ftedfaft  in  her  good  refolutions,  and,  upon  tha^ 
condition,  affuring  her  of  his  Portuguefe  majefty's  inviolable 
frieDd(hip  and  alliance.     And  as  to  Donna  Barbara^  he  only  Ran/om 
infifted  upon  200  (laves  for  her  ranfom,  120  of  whom  (hould  demanded 
be  for  the  kingj  and  the  other  80  for  himfelf  and  the  offi-y^r  ^^r 
cers  under  him  ;  or,  if  (he  chofe  it  iratber,  an  equivalent  \n/^^* 
money.     The  fathers  Capuchins,  fo  earneftly  defired  by  her, 
were  fent  with  all  poffible  dilligence,  with  Father  Antony  de 
Gaeta  at  their  head,,  a  perfon  of  great  piety  and  merit,  and 
highly  refpeded  by  the  queen,  and  who  was  now  conftituted 

f  Cava2.  ap.  Labat,  ubi  fup.  p.  Ji6,  &feq. 
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prcfcd  of  thtMetamUe  mtffion,  by  a  cbart^rr,  dated  i^t/^ 

1656.      1&56,  and  arrived  quickly  af^er  at  the  fortrefs  oi  lAtffang^sit^ 

where  the  princefs  Barbara  was  kept  prifone^^^U^he  ranfom 

was  paid,  and  the  treaty  figned  by  her  fifter  <^« 

Bertar"        Th£  queei^bad,  it  feems,  been  more  tardy  than:  was  qt> 

diwefs  *9     peded  in  the  performance  of  tbofe  artic]es}.and  it  is  hardly  I9 

€9mply.      be  doubted  but  Ihe ,  ftewed  a  great  reludancy  againft  g^vi^ 

Andna-    ^P  ^^^  ^^  Aug^Hc  dominions  to  the  Pp'ti^gueji^  and  coafimsg 

Jm^/or  it.  hcrfelf  to  the  wild  and  barren  ones  of  AUtamia  ;  and  yet  (^ 

'  was  toexpedneitherfavoiirnor  aUiance^s>n>  them  onaiiy  o^il 

terms.  They  held  her  fifter  ftill  prifooery  though  they  {Aid  }^ 

all  the  outward  refpefi  due  to  h^rquality,  and  bad  removdl)^ 

from  Me£angan9  to  Emkuci^^  their  remoteft  frontier  on  tberiver 

Lucallaj  there  to  be  detained  till  the  arrival  of  her  ranfQOii 

at  which  fhe  exprefled  no  fmall  difpleafure  ;  but  they  ex^f^ 

themfelvcs,  by  throwing  the  blame  on  her  fiftcr's  neglca.<f 

performing  her  engagements.    She  had,  indeed,  fo  little  la^ 

Flois  fi»t  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^9  ^^^^  when  Csiptzin  Emanuel  fUis  arrived  at  bflr 

mmhafa-    ^°"'^  ^^^^  ^^  viceroy,  to  prefe  her  upon  that  head,  (he  lo4d» 

4kr  tchit^  'y  complained  of  tji^r  diffidence,  and   the  deteotiorr  of  to 

^atiii      'fiAer,  and,  on  his  fccond  audience,  threatened  them  wiA 

dreadfully  a  more  dreadful  war  than  any  (he  had  yet  waged  aga^H 

menaced,    them*. 

Mtendea-  Th  J s  ftrange  behaviour  the  ambafT^dor  imagined  to  tavc 
nfonrs  to  been  forced  upon  her  by  her  miniflers,  who  were  mtefl|F  avgffc 
facify  her.  to  the  new  treaty  (he  had  made  with  Portugal -y  and  welUftff 
might,  if  the  ceffion  of  the  JngoKc  provinces  was  to  bc.aiii|i» 
difpenfible  condition  of  it  $  in  fome  of  the  richeft  of  whidi  dicy 
would  1iave  gladly  followed  her,  cou]d  (he  have  obtsuMl  t^e 
reftitution  of  thens*  BiA  had  not  the  queen  much  greyer 
leafon  to  refent  the  refufal,  and  to  avoid  the  ceffion  of  ttePi 
than  any  of  her  miniflers  ?  She  gave  him  accQidingly  j^ 
fenfible  tokens  of  her  difpleafure  and  difTati&fadioHy'asJdtlia 
po  room  to  doubt  of  their  being  ^eal  ;  fo  that  dreading  aov 
more  than  ever  the  efieds  of  them,  he  was  obliged  totter  his 
tone,  and  inftead  of  preiSng  hereupon  that  fenfible  article,  he 
tried  all  poffible  means  to  (both  her,  and  to  excfke  the  vice- 
roy's detaining  of  her  fi(ler,  not  as  a  prifoner,  b^^  as  an  hpfe 
tage ;  a  method  praAifed  bv  all  Eur^ean  princes;  Howe^r, 
as  (he  gave  no  anfwer  to  all  his  p!au(ifb]e  palliatives,  but  ai»ery 
deep  figh,  he  immediately  difpatfiied  a  courier,  with  the  nevv^ 
to  the  viceroy,  who  being  no  lefs  alarmed  at  theiH,  font  «*- 
prcfs  orders  to  the  good  Father  Antony  above-mentioned,  who 
was  then  ztEmbacca  with  Donna  Barbara j  to  haften  to  t^ic 

'  Cav^z.  ap.  Ls^at>  ubifup.p.  i23,&  (ec|.       t  Ibid.  p.  125* 
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qucefl^  ttA  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  bring  hec  into  a 

~  "The  good  man,  though  at  that  time  very  ill  by  the  change  Fj/ivgr 
of  climate,  delayed;  not  to  obey  ;  and  as  he  had  fent  an  ex-  Antony  u 
pl^s  to  the  queen  to  ap^ife  her  of  hi$  ^ming,  flie  received  //»f  io  tbe 
itim  ^h  alkhe  marks  of  honour,  and  went,  at  the  be^d  of  a  fw^^mih 
lUkiHs^ous'  cdurt,  out  of  Chikmbo^  wherejie  then  refide^^  to  ^Minnt 
i^jdyc  him.    She  liken^tfe  ordered  aH  the  people  tacom^  out  ^^  w//^ 
ifid  linethe  way  from  the  eminence,  where  fhe  met  him,  and  ^^^  '"" 
t&ki^down  to  him  as  he  paffed  by  <hem.  She  ber(^ir,  as  foon  7*1^'''' 
^  Ihe  pcrcdved  him  near  enoueh  to  hcaf  her,  bowed  herfdf-^^' 
l^wfy  to  him,  and  cried,  Bleffidantjt  wikonu  bi  the  mnijier  rf  „ 
|fc  ir«ir  G9d :  yau  have  my  hearty  thanks^  my  gooifatbir^  for  ^  f'f * 
^tiring  to  me,  whuh  gives  me  an  affurtnue  that  I  JhalL,  by  your^  .^^' 
mtnn^  he  recomiled  t9  my  Ged^  and  reftored  to  the  peace  of  conr  "**'*'^ 
fienc€  which  I  had  hji.^  And  fb  faying,  ihe  tenderly  kifled  the 

'  cM^fix  which  he  held  to  her,  and,  after  feveral  other  ads  of 
devotion,  took  him  by  the  h^nd,  and  conduced  him  to  her 
pdace.  Xhcre,  being  featcd  oh  a  throne  erefted  for  the  purpofe, 

'fee  cauftd  him  to  fit  down  clcrTcto  her  on  her  right  hand,  and 

r  tte  ambaflador  Fhis  at  fome  diftance  on  her  left,  whilft 
fat  reft  of  the  court  ftood  up  at  a  ftill  greater  diftance  from 
hcr- 
Ws  fliould  not  dwell  (o  long  on  thefe  inftances  of  female 

i  feaV  were  it  not  that  t^iey  plainly  fhew  that  (he  was  under  noi 
itftraitit  from  her  miniftiy,  nor  afraid  of  teftify ing  the  deepeft 

i  TPgatd  to  chrtftiantty  and  the  preachers  of  it,  iJeforc  her  whole 
tUMirl  and  army,  as  the  Portuguefe  would  infinuate ;  but  that 

\  d^tttie  cMade  to  her  ratifying  the  trea^  was  her  extreme 
ai^erfion  tothe^^rttcle  above-mentioned ;  ine  judging  it,  as  flie  < 
jtiq^liiined  herfelf  once  before,  unworthy  of  her  dignity  and 
^haraiSter,  tamely  to  refign  her  right  to  an  ufurper,  whUft  fhe 
had  it  in  her  power  to  wrench  it  from  him  by  foce  of  arms  K 
Aceordin^y,when  the  goodoM  father  came  to  try  his  chrif- 
^  eloqt^nce,  in  order  to  induce  her  to  it,  by  religious  mo^ 
tivet,  that  is,  as  mav  be  reafiSnably  fuppofed,  to  perfuade  her 
fo  forego  9r  temporal  kingdom,  for  the  fake  of  an  eternal  one, 
Jhe  anl  wered  him  only  by  her  fighs  and  tears.  However,  if 
ive  may  believe  our  aiithor  \  his  difcourfe  had  fuch  an  dkSt 
upoiri  her,  that  flie  found  her  mind  quite  eafed  from  the  world- 
ly cbilfideirations  which  her  ambition  and  falfe  politics  had 
crowded  into  it,  Ko  that  ihe  immediately  fet  about  difpatching 
\xt:  fifler's  ranfom  to  the  viceroy.    How  the  grand  article 

f  Cavaz.  ap.  Labat,  p.  1 26,  &  fcq.         t  Sec  before,  p.  22^. 
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^'^'^'     inoft  powerful,  as  wcU  as  moft  tenacious  i  fo  that  not  being 
able  to  Wude  a£rm  and  Jafting  peace  with  her,  they  con! 
!T;?  5^^!i^^.^^»  ^^  theprefent,  to  ftrikeup  a  fhort  truce, 
till  their  difference*  could  be  adjufted-    But  even  in  this  wc 
inayrcaforwbly  fuppofe  thatlhc  was  forfed  to  fubmit  to  their 
terms,  parfly  through  ncccfl^ty,  and  paitjy  from  the  religious 
motives  which  her  Capuchin  father  had  infpired  bcr  with. 
*^  «-     rr. A^^  ^^^  ^  ^*^  ^^'  matters. began  to  aflume  a  new  face, 
I,afe  ami  The  pnnctk  Barbara,  after  a  long  and  tcdibus  detection,  was 
mfUi  re-    rdeafed  and  fent  home  with  all  the  marks  of  honour,  and  vc 
eepHm       ry  valuable  prcfents.    Upon  her  entrance  into  her  fifter's  do^ 
frim  the    minions,  fhe  was  received  with  extraordinary  magnificence;  alt 
^ueenand  her  fubjefis  cxpreffing  their  cxceffive  joy  by  mufic,  dancing, 
ber/ub>     and  panegyric  fonnets  ;  they  had  provided  a  ftatcly  palankui 
Ji^s.         to  convey  her  in,  and  perfons  of  all  ranks  were  contending 
aU  the  way,  with  the  utmoft  cagernefi,  for  the  honour  of  carr 
cymg  h*.    Her  ihorteft  way  to  court  being  through  the  pro^ 
ymc^of  5<^»v^?,  where  the  roads  arc  extremely  difficult,  and. 
in  fome  parts,  almoft  impaflable,  care  had  been  taken  to  hav«^ 
them  made  as  convenient  as  poiSbly  they  coujd.     At  her  ari 
rival  at  court,  Oie  was  received  by  all  the  queen's  officers,  ci- 
vil and  military,  and  with  the  loudeft  iBiout*  of  che  people, 
As  foon  as  (he  came  in  fight  of  her  fifter,  ihe  alighted  out  of 
her  palankin,  and  threw  herfelf  proftratc  on  the  ground;  afr 
ter  which  flie  arofe,  and  marched diredly  to  her, and,. on  her 
knees,  kiffed  her  hand;s,  and  thanked  her, for  all  her  favours  j 
Whilft  fhe,  throwing  her  arms  about  her,  held  her  for  fome 
time,  without  being  able  to  fpeak  or  move,  they  pot  having 
Cre0i        feen  one  another  during  the  fpace  of  liine  years.     The  re- 
refotangs  joiciogs  which  were  made  upon  that  occafion,  lafted  a  whole 
«W  '''^"  "^^^^^  ^"^  *^  concourfe  was  fo  great,  and  the  hurry  and  buf- 
"*^^        tie  fo  loud,  that  the  good  Capuchins,  quite  unufed  to  it,  couW 
neither  vacate  at  their  devotions,  nor- deep  in  their  beds  *. 

As  foon  as  the  feftivity  w^  ended,  the  queen,  who  had  now 
16ft  all  hopes,  and,  in  all  appearance,  even  the  defire  of  reco- 
vering her  JngQlk  provinces,  began  to  bend  her  whole  mini 
to  propagating  the  gofpel  among  her  fubjcas.  The  Capu- 
chins, who  were  now  become  her  chief  counfellors,  efpecially 
Father  Antony^  had  fo  effedually  alienated  her  heart  from  A 
her  ambitious  and  warlike  projefis,  that  (he  fcemed  wholly  t» 
have  devoted  the  fhort  remainder  of  .her  life  to  the  folid  efiab^ 

•  Ca v^z.  ap.  Labat,  p.  133,  & feq, 
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liffament  of  Chriftiapity  .within  her  pwn  dc^ninions,  and  to  Hirrg' 
'  iHuftrate  it  by  her  own  example,    tier  fitter  Doima  B4rbaritj  condU"^ 
who  had  been  likewife  converted. tp  chrifti&ity.  as  we  have  ^^^^  *^ 
elfewhere  hinted^  during  her  five  firft  years  captivity,  and  had  ^^^  ^o'* 
jpent  nine  more  in  her  lecond.amonff  the  Fortugmji^  expreil^  ^"?a 
no  lefs  zeal  towards  that  good  and  ^orious  work.    So  that  all  ^^^^^ 
her  tumultuous  though^  andvieiji^^  feemed  wholly  fwallQwed  ^  /^  # 
up  in  religion^  and  fce  was  now  more  than  ever  at  leifure  to  ^^ ji,™^i 
liften  to  thcinftrudions  of  her  fpiritiial  guides  \  and  thjofe  had  ^  ^y^  q^ 
fi>  perfectly  reconciled  her  tO'  the  Porp^guefi^  that  ihe  looked  pucUns. 
upon  them  as  her  beft  frieods,( G),  whom  beforefhe  abhorred, 
as  the  ufurpers  of  her;  ^erediury  dominions,  and  there  reigned 
a  perfed  harmony  between  her  and  tt)Mem« 

She  was  very  dcfirous  to  have  a  cburck  built  in  her  capital;  BMsldi  m 
but  as  it  would  havi^  taken  up  too  nmph^  time  to  procure  ^/^ri& /« 
proper  workmen  and  materials  from  Portugal^  her  impar  ^^^^- 
tience  induced  herto^ke  up  with  one  ^of  timber,  the  diredion  *^^  tf      , 
of  which  (he  committed  to  the  care  of  Father  Antgny^  and  ^^^  »«- 
granted  him  a  fuiEcient  number  of  il^ves  toaffift  him. and  his  ^'7^^'»^«' 
workmen  in  it,  and  an  abfolutc  power  over  both,  diat  thq^  wi/^nVA 
I  might  obey  him  in  every  thing.    But  as  none  .of  them  had  ^'*"^*^"» 
\  been  ufcd  to  aijy  otjher  building  than  to  cace£k  a  few^i:ait  pofts      f^  j 
in  the  ground,  Jay  crois-beams  over. them,  and  ibme  <^cMrfe'^^^^ 
j  kind  of  timber  roof  over  the  whole,  covered  either  with  ftraw  i^^rv.     * 
I  or  palm  leaves,  the  edifice  came  vaftly  fliort  of  what  the  good 
father  defigned  it.    It  was  70  fpans  in  length,  29  in  breadth^ 
I  and  25  in  height  (HJ ;  the  waUs  were  of  mud^  whjtp-waihed 


(G}Tbis^oweverftrangeitmay  brace  the  chriftianrdigion,  when 

^em,  all  things  duly  weighed,  ihe  was  at  Loanda :  that  Ddn 

is  what  ottr  good  Capuchin  af-  JoJ^  Ftrdinand  de  Somsui,  had 

fores  us  of,  both  from  her  letters  doomed  her  to  death  in  Gripping 

to  the  viceroy,  and  her  behaviour  her  of  her  dominions,  and  oh- 

towards  fall  of  that  nation  who  liging  her  to  feek  for  ihelter 

came  to  her  court.    He  adds,  among  the  fe6t  of  Giag4u  i  but 

that,  IB  her  more  facetious  eti-  that  Don    Salvador  Correa  de 

teFtainments  with  them,  (he  ufed  Souzm  had  now  raifed  her  again 

to  fay,  that  the  family  oiSouxa,  to  life,  by  refloring  her  dear 

whofe  iarname  wat  given  to  her  '^fter  to  her,  which  had  proved 

at  her   baptifm^  had  fbft  given  a  powerful  motive  to  her  to  ref* 

her  a  fpiritual  life,  and  next  to  nounce  the  Gtagan  fed,  and  re- 

tbat  k  civil  deadi,  .and,  laft  of.  turn  into  the  pale  of  the  choich    ' 

a]},  a  refurredlion.    By. which  (a). 

ihe  meant,  that  DonJ^kn  Cor»  (H)  The  Pfttiguefi  palm  it 
rea  dg  Souza  had  perfoaded  her»  about  eight  inches  ai^  a  quarter, 
by  his  pious  eloquence,  to  em- 
fa}  Cavgx,  aj^.  t^hjtjib.  iv,  r#  a,^,  l:S»&fip  ^ 

within 
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^nAiti  and  without)  and  the  floor  covered  with  curious  matSs 
woven  with  wjiite  and  blade  cheqtter-woi)c9  and  (ome  oilier 
neat  ornaments.    The  chancel,  where  the  great  altar  ftood^ 
was  covered  with  rich  tapcftry,  which  the  queen  gave  out'  of 
her  own  wardrobe.    The  ahar^  on  whkh  was  to  be  placed 
the  crucifix  latdy  mentioned  ^  (to  whidv  one  of  the  Capu* 
chins  had  made  a  handfome  new  croft)  was  alfo  covered  vriA 
fome  rich  tapeiby.    A  bcautiM  printing  of  the  Virgin  Afa-^ 
fy^  drawn  aft^  that  of  S.  Ahrh  Mgdn  at  Rome^  was  the 
ialtar*piece»  and  hio^  admired  by  the  natives,  who  carne  ih 
ootids  to  fee  it;  wnicngave  thefatficrs  ano^ortunity  ofej^- 
plaining  fome  artides  of  chnftianity  to  them^    All  things  he^ 
ing  got  ready  with  all  poffible  dtfpatch,  both  the  church  and 
city  were  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mmy  }*and  after  the  <?o{i* 
fecration  of  the  former,  the  latter  took  the  name  of  St.  Mary 


Thb  ceremony  having  been  performed  with  all  poffible 
pomp,  amidft  a  vaft  eoncourfe  of  people,  great  numbers,  afta: 
Che  example  of  their  queoi,  came  vfliuntarOy  to  the  church, 
and  begged  to  b6  inifaruded  and  baptited  \  but  wer^  dbliged^ 
beibie  their  admiffion,  to  promife  never  to  converfe,  after  bap- 
ttfm,  with  any  idolaters;  and  had,  accordingly,  a  certaiii  cari^ 
thtiintiiiiXasi  of  the  dty  alSigned  to  them  by  that  cautious  princcfs.  Soon 
£diafir    after  this  flie  cauf^  an  edid  to  be  publifbed  through  the  king- 
new  con-   dom,  exprefsiy  forbidding  the  following  pieces  of  heathenifni^ 
vir//,«M/  ihen  in  vogue,  under  the  fcverefl  penalties. 
^gainft  jjg..  7^||£  invocation  and  confukation  of  daemons,  and  of- 

''v^'T*'  faring  facrifices  to  them  or  their  idols. 
^  otbir      ^^^  Tws,  pregnant  women  going  out  of  the  citi^,  camps, 
'^*"^*or  vills^es,  to  expofe  their  infants  in  the  fields. 

3dly.  That  they  (hould  not  ufe  any  of  their  old  fdperflf* 
tious  rites  upon  their  new-born  infants,  but  brirtg  them  td 
church  to  be  baptized. 

4thly.  THAt  female  children  fhould  liot  be  excluded  from 
baptifm,  ot  other  benefits  of  the  church ,  but  that  they,  as  well 
as  the  males,  (hould  fenjoy  them  alike  \  and  that  the  ^dult  of 
both  fexe^  {hould  be  inftruded  and  bapti^d* 

5thly.  That  none  of  her  fubjeAs,  whether  male  or  fe- 
male^  mould  eat  any  human  flefh  of  any  kind. 

6thly.  That  none  fhould  keep  any  of  their  old  images 
and  other  idolatrous  utenfils  by  them,  but  either  bum  them, 
or  deliver  them  up  to  the  miffioharies. 

ythly.  That  none  fhould  from  thenceforth  ufe  any  of  the 
eld  methods  and  abominable  rites  in  their  oaths  or  forms  of 
fwearing^.  .     - 

*  Before,  p.  228,  not.  (F).      ^  k  Cava^.  abi  fup.p.  141,  &feq. 
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^:r(i^J^  feverity  {he  ufcd  in  piuuflung  all  delinquents,  and  Severiiy 

I  .^li^^^t  winked  at  them)  joined  to  the  facility  ^ith  which '»  punifi^ 
.ittfflli'povered  them  by  the  numerous  fpies  Ihe  had  everv-y^^'^' 

I    ^St«»  of  which,  we  have  formeriy  given  feme  hints  *,  quick-  ^fjf^^'^^ 
^iftforced  a  ftriS  obedience  to  this  cdift.     But  there  were  ^'^* 
.tyo  other  enormous  abufes  ftill  to  be  reformed,  which  did 
ii^  meet  wi^h  the  like  ready  compliance,  becaufe  they  Were 
mdfi  in  vogues  among  tbe.great  ones.    The  one  was  the  enor-  Jn  i£a 
nous  pluralky .  of  women,  in  which  they  indulged  them-  mgahft 
fclv^j  and  the  other  the  tyranny  of  the  lords^  who  did  tioi  polygamf* 
allow  their  ya^s  to  marry  widkout  their  licence,  for  which 
thqr  madci  them  pay  very  dear.    The  abolifliing  of  the  firft 
was  the  depriving  ihem  of  a  pleafure,  and  that  of  the  fecond, 
of  an  income,  which  diey  wiere  hot  likely  to  forego  without 
fftix  murmuring  and  dilcontent,  if  it  did  not  ilix  them  up  to 
a  revolt. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  however^  ihe  eaT^y  farougbt  about  by  ^i6^  fuim^ 
hcf  cond^fcending,  though  with  m^eat  difficulty,  at  the  earneft  t»encoi^ 
pcrfuafioft  of  Fadier  Antonyi  to  inew  an  ejymple  to  the  reft  ragt  marf 
in  her  own  periop,  andconfenting  to  marry  a  young  handfi)me''''^^M«^  . 
courtier,  named  Don  Satwukr^  but  of  mean  birth»  being  no^  bufiand. 
more  than  the  fon  of  a  ilave,  who  h^d  fled  from  Loanda^  and 
liad  lifted  himfelf  in  her  fervice,  in  which  he  had  railed  him-^ 
ibif  to  a  confiderable  rank  by  this  time.    The  handfomenefs 
oFfaisperfon,  however,  was  thought  to  make  fufBcient  amends 
lor  the  lownefs  of  his  birth,'  afid  fhe  difdained  not  to  be  mar- 
hed  to  him,  in  the  liioft  public  manner,  in  her  new  church, 
and  with  great  pomp  and  folemnity  ;  and,  after  the  ceremony 
was  over»  to  declare  him  her  lawful  huiband,  in  the  prefence 
of  her  whole  court.     And  this  was  looked  upon  fo  much  the 
oiore  extraordinary,  as  fhe  was  then  in  the  75th  year  of  her 
age,  and  confequently  paft  the  want  of  a  huiband.     And  not 
content  with  (hewing  a  good  example  in  her  own  perfon,  (he 
likewife  obliged  her  beloved  fifier  to  do  the  like,  and,  much 
againft  her  inclination,  to  take  up  with  the  old  general,  who 
had  aded  a  part  in  the  ftratagem  of  the  pretended  miracle  of 
the  crucifix  (I).     This  old  warrior,  naturally  haughty,  cruel, 

aiM 

»  See  before,  ibid. 

(t)  It  will  be  proper,  for  the  whom  (he  was  (o  well  pleafed, 
better  underftanding  of  what  is  that  fhe  confented  to  be  convey- 
to  follow,  to  acquaint  the  reader  ed  to  his  houfe,  and  bedded  with 
that  fhe  had  at  firfl  pitched  upon  him  before  the  marriage  cere- 
a  young  nobleman  of  the  royal  mony  ;  the  confummation  of 
blood  for    her    huiband,  with  which  was  prevented  by  a  fud- 
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cruel,  and  peevilh,  no  fooner  faw  bimfelf  mafter  of  a  ^ 
"Who  was  to  be  heir^  to  the  crown,  than  he  fuflered  hi; 
gance  to  fwcll  to  a  degree  not  of  contempt  only,  but 
ty  towards  her ;  infomuch,  that  (he  was  forced  to  acqi 
fiftef  with  it,  telling  her,  that  the  captivity'  ihe  ha  ' 
under  the  Portuguefivms  a  heaven  to  what  fbe  did  u 
*  But  what  was  the  moft  lurprifing  to  the  whole  court 
the  vindiftive  queen,  who,  fome  months  before, 
fent  for  him  at  the  firft  complaint  of  that  nature, 
him  to  be  cut  in  pieces  before  her,  did  not  fo  milSk 
the  leaft  refentment  againft  him,  left  he  ihould  occd 
revolt ;  and  contented  herfelf  with  declaring,  thgt,for 
ture,  fhe  would  never  concern  herfelf  in  matrimont " 
but  let  every  one  marry  according  to  their  own  HI 


<Ien  fit  of  ficknefs,  during  which 
ht  was  found  to  have  aoother  wife 
ftill  alive.  This  obliged  the  queen 
to  break  off  the  match  by  her 
abfdate  authority,  though  much 
againil  their  wills,  and  to  look' 
out  for  aaothf^huibandforher. 

In  the  meao  time,  her  old  ge- 
neral, who  had  been  concerned 
in  the  ill  treatment  of  the  cruci- 
fix, mentioned  in  a  former  note, 
but  was  fince  retired  upon  fome 
difcontent,  being  informed  of 
the  matter,  made  no  fcruple  to 
offer  himfelf  to  the  queen  as  a  fit 
hujfband  for  her  filler,  in  confi- 
deration  of  his  former  fervices ; 
to  which  ihe^  with  great  reluc- 
tance, confen  ted  ( i ). 

(K)  This  ftrange  behaviour 
in  fb  haughty  and  vindictive  a 
queen,  our  author-  afcribes  to 
the  good  effects  which  religion 
had  wrought'on  her  mind.  £ut 
if  we  exanaine  every  circum- 
fiance  more  nearly,  we  fhall 
foon  find  that  there  was  fome 
other  powerful  motive  that  ob- 
liged her  to  fupprcfs  her  refent- 
ment. 

Firft,  We  find  him  withdrawn 
from  the  court  and  army,  under 


fome  difcontent,  foon  after  his 
part  in  the  matter  of  the  cru- 
cifix :  and  what  can  we 
afcribe  it  to,  but  to  the  difplea- 
fure  which  that  old  idolater  con- 
ceived at  the  ill  ufe  he  found 
her  make  of  it,  contrary  to  what 
he  had  expedted  ;  and  that  ihe 
made  it  a  handle  for  abandoning 
of  the  Giagan  feft,  and  intro- 
ducing of  the  Portugue/e  religi- 
on, which  was  equally  hated  by 
him  as  the  nation  that  profeiTed 
it. 

-  xdly.  Whence  could  his  ex- 
treme  boldnefs  arife,  in  not  only 
offering  himfelf  a  candidate  for 
the  princefs,  but  in  demanding 
her  as  a  due  remrd  for  his  for- 
mer fervices  ?  A  t|ildnefs  againft 
which  the  queen,a0rft,  exprelT- 
ed  the  utmoft  incn^ation,  not 
only  on  account  of  j|as  old  age, 
and  ill  qualities,  batlikewife  of 
his  low  birth,  from  wj^ich  her  fa- 
vour had  raifed  him,  to  a  height 
which  did  more  tfai^l  amply  re- 
ward all  his  former  finvices. 

3dly.  Whatcotildla|^^^^hat 
orherwife  intrepid  H^^aughty 
queen    to    conleni  acch 

which  was  fo  di(h.  ^o 


(5)  Civax,  ap,  l.abfit^uhijup.  p.  14^,  £?/ 
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iras,  indeed,  a  very  likely  means  to  induce  her  male 

[^to  be  contented  with  one  wife,  whilft  her  female  ones 

no  lefs  pleafed  to  enjoy  each  her  own  hufband 

\  themfelves  ;  fo  that,  partly  by  her  perfiiafions  and 

^   ^  and  partly  by  the  pious  endeavours  of  her  Capu* 

Iw  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  her  edift  againft  polygamy 

jfly  implied  with,  and  thofe  perfons  fevercly  puniihed, 

pQAiif  conform  to  it. 

t  expifled  to  meet  with  much  greater  oppofition  in  fup-  Supprefes 
rtfie  other,  and  did  fo  accordingly  :  and  it  Was  lyot  the tjran* 
t  great  difficulty  and  heart-burning,  that  thofe  lords,  or  ny  oftbg[ 
petfef  tyirsints,  were  brought  to  forego  fo  great  and  profitable /^'•^jf- 
a  pFiirHege  over  their  vaflals.     But  her  addrefs,  authqrity,  and     ^^Vlr 
fieadV  reiblution,  at  length  got  the  better  of  their  averfenefs  j 
and  uie  wa^  the  leis  apprehenfive  of  any  infurredion,  fuch  as 
they  fcemed  to  threaten,  as  jDhie  was  fure  it  was  the  intereft  of 
all  her  inferior  fubjefls  to  fupport  her'  in  the  abolition  of  an 
old  cuftom,  which  had  been  fo  burthenfome  and  grievous  to 
them. 

Thus  far  every  thing  fucceeded  to  her  wifli ;  and  what  The  great 
feemed  to  give  her  the  greateft  pleafure,  Ihe  beheld  the  vifi-  p^^gnfi  of 
ble  progrefs  which  chriftianity  had  made,  within  lefs  than  two  thigofpeh 
years,  among  her  liibjeSs,  and  the  zeal  they  ibewed  in  con- 
forming to  it,  notwithftanding  their  innate  barbarity,  which 
gave  her  hopes  that  Ihe  might  live  to  fee  it  happily  fpread 
through  all  her  dominions.     This  hopeful  calm  was  howevei: 
ftrangely  troubled  by  feveral  dreadful  calamities,  which  fuc-^ 
ceeded  each  other  quickly  after.  A  threatening  comet,  of  an  ex-'^  large 
traordinary  bignefs,  and  a  fiery  afped,  uftiered  in  a  moft  dread-  comet  ap'^ 
ful  ftorm)  accompanied  by  thunder  and  lightning  from  the  four  pears^ 
quarters  of  the  at mofphere,  which  overturned  all  that  oppofed  'wbicb  is 
its  way,  tore  up  the  largeft  trees  by  the  roots,  and  did  a  con-fiUowedhy 
fiderable  deal  of  damage.     This  was  followed  by  violent  and  ^  P^^g^^% 

^  Ibid.  p.  144,  &feq. 

her,  and  ib  profefTedly  abhorred  racle,  only  a  mere  Ikrce  and  ilra- 

by  her  fillet- }  And  what  could .'  tagem  to  aflUre  her  fabjedls  into 

induce  her  to    force  a  perfon  her  new  meafures^  what  caufe 

Whom  flie  fo  tendeHy  loved  into  had  the  not  to  dread  that  her  re- 

the  embraces  of  an  old  weather-  iFafal  woald  exafperace  him  into 

beaten,  ai&bitious,  and  ill-natur-  a  fall  difcovery  of  the  whole  ar- 

ed  malecdbteiic  ?  But  if  the  part  tiiice^  and  alFord  him  a  fuifici- 

flie  had  ^duced  him  and  the  ent  pretence  for  raifing  a  genc» 

other  m|kl^ber&  of  her  two  cqan-  ral  revolt  (3). 
cilf  *-  ^  —-13,  inftead  of  a  mi- 

Dt  bis  J  viJ,  Ca-r/ax  ap.  Lthat,  lib,  \v.  p,  146,  &fef. 
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earth'  ^    repeated  fliocks  of  earthquake,  which  tore  up  the  rocks,  anM 
fuaies,      left  hideous  large  chafms,  in  (everal  parts  of  the  kingdom,  ^T 
and  fa-      unfathomable  depth.     Thefe  were  followed  by  a  general  flb»" 
mine.         mine  and  contagion^  which  carried  off  myriads  of  the  pcto 
people,  and  made  the  reft  futri>ifc  that  the  fhort  truce  wbich 
they  had  enj,oyed,  the  fruits  of  which  they  began  to  relifh^ 
would  (juickly  be  fucceeded  by  Ibmc  bloody  war,  efpecially 
as  the  peace  that  had  been  negotiating  with  the  Portuguefe 
was  fiill  unfigned  and  unconcluded  ;;  and,  what  was   llill 
worfe,  in  no  likelihood  of  being  lb  :  the  reader  will  ekfily  fee 
where  the  fault  lay,  when  he  is  told,  that  the  terms  upon  which 
the  Portuguese  ottered  to  grant  it  to  the  queen,  were  thofe 
that  follow  ". 
Portu-  ift.  That  as  foon  as  they  were  wdl  affured  of  the  fince- 

guefe  ar-  rity  of  her  converfion,  they  would  yield  to  her,  as  a  prefent, 
ft eles offer-  forhc  of  thofe  countries  in  the  kingdom  oi  Dongo^  or  Angola^ 
edtotbe     ^hich  they  were  in.pofleflidn  of. 

queen.  jdly.  That,  VH  confideration  of  the  /aid  prefent,  which 

fhould  in  no-wife  be  interpreted  as  an  inveftiture,  the  queen 
Ihould  pay  yearly  a  certain  acknowlegement  to  the  king  of 
Portugal^  who  (hould  be. at  liberty  to  withdraw  the  faid  pre- 
fent whenever  ibe  failed  of  making  the  faid  acknowlege- 
ment. 

3dly.  That  a  free  commerce  fhould  be  opened  between 
thofe  two  flates,  as  well  for  (laves  as  for  other  merchan-  * 
dizes. 

4thly.  That  the  queen  ffxould  moleft  none  of  the  lords 
that  were  feudatory  to  his  majefty,  whatever  damages  and 
ravages  they  might  have  committed  in  her  dominions  of  Me- 
iatnba^  during  the  late  wars  between  them. 

5thly.  That  fhe  fhould  reftore  all  the  Portuguefe  flaves 
that  had  refuged  themfelves  within  her  dominions. 

6thly.  That  fhe  fhould  deliver  up  the  Giaga  Colanda^ 
who  had  revolted  from  the  Portuguefe^  to  the  viceroy  of  jfn- 
goloj  upon  afTurance  bemg  given  her  that  his  'crime  mould  go 
unpunifhed  (L). 

The 
*  lid*  ibid.  p.  148,  8c  fcq. 

(L)  This  Giagan  c&ief,  wea«  ed  to  him,  as  he  was  aSle  to  Se 

iy  of  the  Portuguefe  yoke,  had  very  fcrvjceable  to  her  by  his 

*            retired  from  them  at  the  head  incurfiOBS    on    the    Portuguefe, 

of  1000  ftout  foidiers,  and  a  in  cafe  their  ungenerous  treat- 

jnucb  greater  number  of  flave<,  ment  of  her  fhoald  oblige  her  to* 

fome  leagues  beyond  the  river  renew' the  war  againft  them. 

Lucallay  and  put  himfelf  under  She  therefore  could  not  but 

the  queea's  protection  ;  which  look  upon  it  as  a  hard,unjuft,and 

ft«  had  the  more  readily  ^ant-  dilhonourable  a^^  to  deliver  up^ 

9t  brave 
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Th«  qtiecn,  as  well  flic  might,  cooccived  fuch  difplcafurc  Berdif- 
^  litlkfe  conditions,  fo  oppofite  to  what  flie  had  been  made  topiettfweat 
faqied  from  the  generofity  of  the  Portuguefcy  that  flie  relapf-  '^*'»« . 
M  into 'her  old  diftempeir,  which  was  a  violent  fewr  attended  jk  # »  *.  »  . 
<1iitb^n  inflammation  J  during  which  Father  ^7/«;sry,  her  chief.  '^"^^^** 
fittnfident,  and  a  creature  of  the  viceroy,  ncv^r  left  off  iTolliciting 
hr,  in  the  flrongeft  terms,  td  make  heV  peace  with  God,  and 
k^  accept  of  that  which  was  offered  to  her  by  the  Portuguefe. 
The  formeir,  we  are  told,  was  complied  with  in  a  manner  that 
vas  greatly  edifying  to  all  her  court  y  and  to  the  latter  fhe  gave 
»D  anfwer  no  kfs  worthy  of  fo  great  a  princeis  ;  it  was  to  the 
following  purpofe, 

ift.  "  That  as  to  her  converGon,  as  it  was  neither  ow   NotU  mh^ 
"  ing  to  any  defign  of  obtaining  a  peace,  or  other  worldly /«;^/* 
*'  motiyesi^but  the  divine  grace  that  recalled  her,  flie  was  re-  thi  arii-- 
**  folved  to  perfcvere  iri  it  to  her  laft  breath."  ^^'* 

2dly.  "  That  as  to  her  going  over  to  the  Giagan  fcfl, 
•"  Ihe  had,  in  a  great  meafure,  been  forced  to  it,  by.  the  ill- 
**  treatment  flie  nad  received  from  the  then  viceroy." 

3dly.  **  That  the  king  of  Portugal  would  do  a  generous 
^  aft  in  refloring  fome  of  her  Angolie  dorninibiis  j  but  it 
^^  would  be  ftill  a  more  noble  and  royal  one.  If  he  refiored 
^«  them  all  to  her.'* 

4thiyi  **  That  as  to  her  paying  homage  to  him,  neither 
^':  her  mind  nor  heart  were  bafe  enough  to  fubjmit  to  it ;  and 
"  that,  as  flie  had  refufed  the  propofal  whilft  flie  lived  amongfl: 
I  ^^  the  Giagas^  jrtiuch  more  did  flie  think  herfelf  above  it  now 
"  (he  was  a  chriftian  queen,  and  owed  neither  tribute  nor 
^  homage  to  any  but  to  the  fupreme  Power,  from  whom  fl:ie 
."  had  received  both  her  being  and  htr  kingdom.     Ti^at  ne-  ^ 

; ."  vertl>elefs,  if  flie  could  be  convinced  that  there  was  any 
\^  thing  in  her  dominions  that  would  be  acceptable  to  his 
"  Portuguefe  majefty,  flie  would  readily  make  a  voluntary 
**  offer  of  it  to  him,  being  fully  perfuaded  of  his  genero- 
"  fity  and  gratitude.  And  as  to  the  reft  of  the  articles,  fuch 
"  was  her  dcfure  of  making  a  firm  and  lafting  peace  with 

i  brave  chidf,  who  had  devoted  to  her,  and  efpedally  thefe  laft 

hifafelf  to  her  fervice,  and  whom  fix  articles^  had  given  her  fo  much 

flic  had  taken  under  her  fpeci-  caufe  to  miftruft  (4)-     The  fe- 

4l  proteftiOni,  to  the  mercy  of  quel  will  lh6w  how  much  mor« 

=  a  nadoh,    whofe  honour    arid  nobly  ihat   princefs  adled  tharv 

&ith  all  their  former  behaviour  they  upon  this  jundure. 

(4)  lid.  ibid.  p.  165. 
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«*  him,  that  (be  would  not  make  any  diflSculty  of  confenting 

«  to  them  n."  .    '      • 

frw/jf  e/*       This  anfwer  was   not  thought  altogether  fatisfaflory  by 

Uact  CM'  the  council  of  Loanday  who  would  gladly  have  obliged  her  la 

ludid^       acknowlege  hcrfclf  tributary  to  their  monarch ;  but  Father  An- 

*657'    iony^  who  Was  perfeflly  well  acquainted  with  her  difpofition> 

and  kept  a  conftant  corrlefpondence  with  the  viceroy,  had  fo 

fer  aflbred  him  that  flie  would  never  cpnfent  to  it,  that  he  eafi- 

ly  prevailed  upon  them  to  give  it  up,  and  a  peace  was  quickly 

after  concluded  upon  the  folfow  terms : 

ift.  Thai*  the  river  Lucalla  ftould  be  thenceforth  the 
boundary  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  Metamba  and  Angela, 

2dly.  That  neither  fide  fliopld  thenceforth  give  any  re- 
ception to  the  fugitive  flaves  of  the  other,  but  fend  them  back 
without  any  delay,  together  with  the  prifoncrs  that  had  been 
taken  during  the  lail:  war. 

3dly.  That  the  queen  fliould  remain  wholly  free  and  ex- 
empt from  all  tribute  and  homage  whatfoever,  provided  Ihc 
agreed  and  fubfcribed  to  all  the  other  articles  formerly  ftipulat- 
cd  from  her.  This  treaty  was  figned  by  the  queen  and  d^ 
viceroy  in  the  mpnth  of  April  1 657 ;  immediately  after  whica 
the  prifoners  were  conveyed  to  the  frontiers,  and  exchanged, 
and  the  contents  of  the  treaty  were  difpatched  to  the  court  of 
Ltjbon^  to  be  ratified  by  the  king,  who  accordingly  fent  % 
letter  to  the  viceroy  and  council,  dated  November  24,  of  the 
mnirati'  fame  year,  in  which  he  approves  and  confirms  everything 
Jied.  that  had  been  concluded  in  that  treaty,  and  acquaints  tbcm 

that  he  had  wrote  likewife  to  queen  Zingha  \  but  his  letter  ha» 
not  yet  been  made  public  that  we  know  of  •. 
Expedient       DuRiNG  thefe  tranfaSions,  the  queen  had  prudently  be* 
fofa*ue      thought  herfelf  of  an  expedient  to  fave  her  honour  with  r^- 
bir honour,  f^^Q^  ^^  (jjg  Giaga  Calanda\  and,  fome  time  before  the  rati^* 
cation  of  the  treaty,  had  privately  fent  for  and  acquainted  hiw 
with  the  xiceroy's  demand,  telling  him  at  the  fame  time,  that 
tho'  (he  doubted  not  of  his  keeping  his  word,  and  forgiving 
him,  yet  flie  advifed  him  to  go  out  of  her  dominions,  and  fet- 
tle himfelf  and  his  men  in  fome  diflant  country  from  the  Por- 
tuguefi  frontier^  ;  but  fprbad  him,  on  pain  of  her  highefi  r»- 
fentment,  to  commit  the  leaft  outrage  or  hoftility  within  their 
The  Gia-  conquefts,  in  his  retreat.    He  thanked  her  majefty,  and  fccm- 
ga  breaks   cd  to  acquiefce  with  her  advice;  but  as  foon  as  he  had  reached 
his 'word    jjjs  flrong-hold,  he  fet  himfelf  about  fortifying  it,  and  putting 
n^ith  her.  himfelf  rather  in  a  flatc  of  defiance  than  defence,  he  having 
got,  by  that  time,  a  confiderable  army  on  foot,  which  quick- 

n  ]id.  ibid.  p.  160,  k  k^*  «  Ibid,  p.  163,  &  feq. 
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]y  fpread  a  general  idrcad  all  around  him.     Tlic  Poriuguefe  . 
failed  not  of  complaining  of  it  to  her  as  a  breach  of  her  word  ;       ^ 
to  whom  fhe  anfwercd,  that  they  fhould  foon  fee  howfaith- 
*  fully  fhe  was  refolved  to  ftand  to  it. 

Being,  by  this  time,  recovered  from  her  Uteillnefs,  (he  //  reveftg* 
jordercd  her  whole  army  to  be  drawn  up  in  ^rms,  on  the  great  id  on  him 
fquare  before  St.  Marys  cliurch,  where  fhe  lilcewife  appeared 
in  an  elegant  martial  drefs,  and  made  them  perform  their  cx- 
crcifes,  and  a  kind  of  mock- fight,  in  which  they  (hewed  an  ua^ 
common  dexterity,  not  only  in  the  handling  of  their  weapons, 
but  in  their  great  variety  of  evolutions,  bhe  enteredi  herfelf 
into  the  lifls,  and,  after  a  (hort  but  enlivening  fpeech,  (his  be- 
gan to  wield  her  arms  with  fuch  furprifing  agility  and  vigour, 
jconfidering  her  years  and  revafefcence,  that  the  good  Father 
Antony^  who  followed  her  every-whcre,  could  not  forbear 
complimenting  her  upon  it.  The  niock  fight  was  no  fooner 
ended,  than  (he  began  her  march  at  the  head  of  her  troops, 
having  taken  care  beforehand  to  get  all  the  pafles  and  defilies 
(hut  up,  to  prevent  the  Giaga*s  eibape ;  and  early  on  the  next 
morning,  being  the  fixteenth  of  December y  (he  caufed  his 
.camp  to  be  furrounded  on  every  fide,  and  then  ordered  her 
royal  ftandard  to  be  difplayed. 

TnzGia^a^  in  defpair  to  fee  himiejf  inyironed  by  the  force? 
of  the   exafperated  queen,  could   think  of  no  other  way  to 
iCfcape  her  refentment  than  that  of  th^  deepefi  fubmiffion,  and 
the  moft  folcmn  promifes  of  being  thenceforth  entirely  devoted 
to  her  fefvioe.     But  whilffi  his  deputiesi  were  foUiciting  hi$ 
pardon  with  the  queen,  fome  of  hiis  chief  officers,  who  fuf- 
pefted  his  bafe  defign,  raifcd  up  the  whole  army,  and  fell  (b 
furioufly  on  that  of  the  queen,  that  they  had  already  forced 
their  way  through,  and  thrown  them  into  great  diforder.  This 
obliged  her  immediately  to  order  her  men  to  attack  them  in  Heisdi^ 
flank  and  rear;  which  was  dwe  with  fuch  bravery  and  (ucctk^  fitted  and 
that  they  made  a  horrid  (laughter  amongfl:  them,  none  hardly  ^f^'^i  ^«^ 
efcaping  their  fury,  but  fuch  as  were  too  nimble  to  be  over-  'l"^^^ 
taken  in  their  flight;  who  having  fwam  acrofe  the  river  Lucal-  ^u%  *^  ^ 
hy  fled  to  the  rortuguefe  garrifbn  of  Embacca^  where  they  ^     *;  °^^*^2 
hoped  to  meet  with  better  quarter.     All  the  reft  were   maf-  S"^^« 
facrcd  wFthout  mercy,  except  J  500,  whom  they  took  prifon- 
crs.    The  Giaga  was  found  among  the  flam,  and  his  head 
was  brought  to  the  queen,  who  ordered  it  to  be  fent  to  the 
:   viceroy  of  Loanda^  to  let  him  fee  how  well  flie  knew  how  to 
l^eep  her  word,  as  v^ell  as  to  puni(h  thofe  that  brolfe  theirji 
yit^herP. 


>  Ibid.  p.  166,  &feq. 
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A.  D*.       She  returned  in  triumph  to  her  capital  of  S/.  Mary  Metant^ 
'  1658.     ha^  towards  the  end  of  the  month  of  March  following ;  whci^ 
finding  herfelf  too  old  and  fatigued  to  lead  her  forces  againiil: 
the  king  of  Ajacca^  who  had  invaded  fome  pf  her  dominions 
during  her  abfence,  (he  committed  that  expedition  to  an  old 
experienced  general  of  hers,  named  Barian  gonga^  who  prov- 
ed no  lefs  fuccefsful  than  fhe  had  been,  and  quickly  obliged 
the  aggreffor  to  fubmit  to  her  terms. 
An  actU        There  happened,  not  long  after,  an  accident  duringFathcr 
dent  hap'   A^torifs  abfenpe,  who  w^s  gone  to  preach  the  gofpel  in  oth^ 
pens  other  provinces,  which  was  likely  to  have  proved  fatal  to  chriftia- 
fourt^        nity,  through  the  remiflhefs,  or  rather  the  ficklenefs,  of  tlie 
i    A     queen.     Ah  antient  officer  in  high  efteem  with  her,  and  whc> 
fnakesber  )^,^^)y^Q^  formerly  baptized,  but  had  fince degenerated  intoli- 
^tohr''^'  ^^^^^^*^"^>  ^^^  taken  ill  and  died,  before  the  good  father  coul4 
i/>/y  •  "^'  come  to  reconcile  him  to  the  chiirch  \  but  her  regard  for  hirri 
?    '^'        induced  her  to  fen^  orders  to  Father  Bennett  the  only  Capu- 
•  chin^  except  a  lay-brother,  that  was  then  in  the  monaflery,  to 
give  him  chriftian  burial,  which  he  fiiffly  rcfufed  to  comply 
with.     This  fhe  refented  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  flie  immedi- 
ately gave  leave,  that  he  fhould  be  buried  after  the  Glagam 
manner;  upon  which  a  place  was  quickly  prepared,  and  the 
jiumber  of  human  vidims,  fuitable  to  his  quality  9,  conveyed 
with  his  corpfe  to  a  neighbouring  wood,  to  be  interred.  What 
was  flill  more  ftrange,  the  queen,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
court,  aiCfted  at  the  diabolical  ceremony,  though  not  without 
feeling,  as  (he  afterwards  pretended,  fome  violent  checks  of 
ponfcience.  She  had  already  gone  fo  far  as  to  infpirit  and  comfort 
thofe  unhappy  vidims  which  were  defigned  to  acconipany  the 
deceafed  into  the  other  world,  and  would  in  all  likelihood  havQ 
fent  fome  of  thei:n  thither  \vith  her  own  hand,  h^d  not  an  un- 
^  expelled  accident  put  a  ftop  to  the  hellifli  folemnity. 

This  was  Brother  Ignatioy  the  lay  Capuchin  above-men- 
lut  i^  re-   tioned,  vvho,  after  having  tried  in  v^in  to  perfuade  Fathec 
called  by    Bennet  to  $:omply  with  the  queen's  orders,  to  avoid  worfe  con- 
f  ^^y^  ^^.'  feauences,  had,  in  a  fit  of  zeal,  taken  the  crucifix  o^  the  al- 
p^chjn'f     jgj.^  ^j^ J  running,  with  it  in  his  arms,  to  the  burying; place, 
Jiratagem.  ^^led  out  all  the  way  he  went.  He  that  is  for  God^  let  himfoU 
,  lov^ihe  image  of  his  crucified  Son,     As  he  v^ras  going  flill  for- 
waird,  he  was  met  by  the  fecretary  and  another  minifter  of 
flate,  who  were  going  to  the  convent  to  confult  vvith  Father 
Bennet  about  fome  proper  means  tp  prevent  the  horri^  fcene, 
who  afked  him  whither  he  was  going  with  the, holy  image  ? 
but  could  get  no  other  anfwer  tharv  the  words  above- mention- 
ed 3  upon  which  they,  turning  b^ck,  s^ccompanied  him>  one 

5  De  his,  vid,  fup.  p.  98,  8c  alib.  paff. 
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On  each  fide  of  him.  At  their  arrival  at  the  burying- place,  they     ^ 
tw  vaft .crowds  of  people,  who  were. come  thither  to  fee  the 
'ceremony,  to  whom  he  cried  aloud,  in  their  native  language, 
Pugam-menay  that  is,  Dewn^n  your  knees.     They  were  all 
thuitderftruclc  at  his  words,  and  icneded  down  on  e;ach  fide 
for  him  to  proceed  on  ;  which  te  did,  oil  the  qiieen's  guards, 
who  were  placed  at  the  e4^trance  of  the  indpftire,  flopped  him 
from  going  farther.     This,  however,  did  not  hinder  him  from 
repeating  the  fame  words,  as  loud  as  he  could  fpeak  3  till  the 
queen,  who  flood  under  a  portico,  hearid  them,  ^nd  knowing 
liis  voice,  came  and  fell  before  the  image,  without  -uttering  a 
word,  but  with  her  eyes  gufbing  out  plenty  of  tears.     The  -^^^^  re* 
good  l>rether  took  the  advantage  of  her  filencc  and'confufion,  ^-w//,  and 
to  inake  her  a  pathetic  reprimand  for  her  impiety  ;  and,  it  ahoUJhes 
the  fame  time,  to  oblige  her  to  fwear  at  the  foot  of  the  cruci-  '^^Gia- 
fix,  that  fhe  woyld  never  more  permit  any  fuch  diabolical  ce-  g^^/^^" 
remonies  to  be  performed  within  hej  realm,  be  the  perfons  or  ^*^  "'^^^ 
occafion  what  they  would.     She  not  only  fwore  it  in  the  mofl 
folemn  maijner^  .but  ordered  theionhappy  vidims  to  be  fet  at 
liberty,  and  ihe  ^mb,  with  its  whole  apparatus,  to  be  demo* 
jifbed  ;  after  which  fhe  followed  him  to  the  convent,  carrying 
the  crucifix,  and  attended  by  numberleft  crouds  of  people,  ex- 
pr«fling  their  joy  by  their  loud  acclamations  ;  and,  being  arr 
rived  at  the  church,  fhe  once  more  proflrated  herfelf  to  tho^ 
crucifix,  begging. pardon  for  her  crime,  and  renewing  her  vow 
to  aboliih  that  inhuman  ceremony  through  ajl  h)sr  doTnAnionSf 
which  (be  faithfully  performed  accordingly  *. 

There  was  now  nothing  wanting  to  complete  the  progrefs  Eer  em- 
of  chriflianity  but  a  new  fupply  of  miifionaries  from  Europe  \  bajjytothe 
to  obtain  which,  nothing,  fhe  thought,  could  contribute  moi^pfB^\hi% 
elFe£lually  than  the  fending  a  folemn  embafly  to  Rome^  to  pay 
homage  to  the  pope  in  her  name,  and  acquaint  him  with  thp 
hopeful  profped  there  how  was  of  planting  the  chriflian  faith 
through  all  her  dominions.     The  perfons  fhe  chofe  for  this 
important  fervice,  were  her  chief  fecretary  of  ftate,  the  perfon 
mentioned  a  little  higher  for  his  laudable  zeal,  and  the  good 
feather  Antony ;  who  having  by  this  time  reftded  there  near  a 
year  and  a  half,  could  give  an.exaA  account  to  his  holiaefe 
(A  the  flate  of<chriftianity,  and  of  what  was  moft  expedient 
to  fettle  it  among  thofe  barbarians  upon  a  folid  foundation* 
Thofe  two  worthy  perfons  gladly  accepted  of  the  office ;  and 
•Father  ^»/w  afiured  her  majeny,  that  his  commifiion  once 
happily  ended,  he  would  return  and  end  his  days  amon^  hey 
j^bje£ls, 

^  pAVAZ.  abi  fup.  p.  171,  &  fec[. 
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Achangt       They  fetout  accordingly  for  Aft^»^tfw,  whcrctbcy  Icarn- 
in  the        ed  that  the  prcfcnl  pope  [Akxander  VII.,]  had  defircd  the  fiipc^ 
mij[p9u.      rtors  of  that  miffion  to  chufe  Father  Serafbin  d&  Cortma^  fbr 
Whom  he  had  a  particular  efteem^  %o  Aicceed  o^ur  Father  An* 
Uny  in  his  commtffion  from  the  queen  of  Mttamha  \  wfaich< 
he  having  yielded  to  himj  Father  Serafhin  and  the  fecrctary 
'  foiled  for  Loania^  in  order  to  fail  for  Europe.    But  here  they 
found  their  voyage  ftopped  by  the  prohibition  ifi^ich  the  vice- 
roy had  received  from  his  court)  not  to  fufier  any  minifters  oi 
the  princes  of  Eihi&pia  to  embark  for  any  place,  or  upon  any 
commiffion)  without  ati  exprefs  order  from  his  Poriugueje 
majefty.     Flather  Seraphin  thereupon  having  prevailed  upon 
the  <jueeft*s  ambaflador  to  deliver  his  miftrefs's  letter  to  the 
pope,  and  his  other  inftruftitions  to  him,  and  to  return  to  Mt" 
tambay  fet  fail  for  Reme  by  the  firft  opportunity,  and  the  am- 
Father      baflador  for  Metamba.     At  the  fame  time.  Father  John  An- 
Cavazzi     Uny  Cavazki  de  Monte  CucuHo  was  fent  to  the  queen's  court, 
fent  to  the  to  fupply  the  place  of  her  favourite  Father  Antony  de  Gtuta^ 
queen.        and  to  acquaint  her  majefty  with  the  reafonsof  this  exchange^ 
which  he  told  her  was  intended  for  the  advantage  of  her  ma- 
jefty and  her  fubjefts  r.     This  new  Capuchin  was  conftituted 
prcfeAxjft^e  Metambsc  miffion,  and  was  to  have  his  refidence 
at  Maffangano ;  for  which  place  he  took  his  journey  in  the 
rainy  feafon,  and  in  fuch  a  bad  ftate  of  health,  as  was  like  to 
have  deprived  him  of  his  life,  and  the  world  of  his  curious 
j^nd  valuable  hiftory ;  it  being  chiefly  to  his  memoirs,  as  we 
obferved  at  the  threfhojd  of  this  hiftory  oifFeJIern  Ethiopia  *, 
that  we  owe  the  greateft,  as  well  as  moft  intcreftiiig,  part  of 
it. 
i5r  Hftdly        Tat  gracious  reception  he  met  with  from  the  queen,  foinc 
recei'vedby  agreeable  parts  of  his  fanftion  which  fhe  requefted  of  him 
ber.  (M),  and  the  joy  which  appeared  in  the  looks  of  the  numbcr- 

le^ 

^  Ibid.  p.  178,  &  fcq.         •  Before,  p.  20,  &  feq.fub  not.  (E). 


(M)  She  went,  we  are  told, 
'Attended  by  her  nomerons  court, 
to  meet  him  at  fome  diftance, 
and  had  put  Jierfeif  at  the  head 
pf  a  number  of  women  lat.ely 
brought  to-bed  in  her  capiul, 
who  held  their  babes  in  their 
arms.  After  the  firft  compli- 
'  ments  of  welcome,  (he  addreiled 
herfcif  to  him  in.  thefe  wbrds^, 
V  Yo*  fee  now,  father,  that  wc 
*f  do   not  kill  oar  infants^  as 


•*  we  formerly  did,  but  brii 
**  them  up  to  be  chriflians ; 
"  thefe  are  brought  to  yon  to 
"  be  baptized  accordingly." 

The  good  father,  who  was  no 
ftrauger  to  the  c^ntry  and  ic^ 
old  l^baroas  rites,  could  hard- 
ly refrain  his  tears ;  and  was  not 
a  little  furprifcd  at  the  refpe^- 
ful  filence  whl^  both  the  court 
and  the  vaft  multituides  that  fol- 
lowed him  kept  all  the  way  till 
'  '  thcj 
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lefs  crouds  that  came  to  pay  their  refpe£is  to  him  in  the  yny 

to  Maffanganoywovld  have  made  him  forget  the  fatigues  and 

dangers  of  his  journey  S  had  he  not  been  fo  frequently  at-  Falls  fici^ 

tacked  with  his  old  difeafe,  partly  through  the  fatigues  of  his  ^'^  '^/^ 

fiinSion,  and  partly  through  the  excemve  heat  of  the  di- '*  ^n***™-^ 

mate,  obliged  the  queen,  for  fear  of  loftng  htmi  though  much  ^* 

9gainft  her  inclination,  to  fend  him  to  Embacca  for  change  of 

air.    She  requefted  of  him,  among  other  things,  to  fend  her  a 

prieft,  immediately  after  his  arrival  thither,  feeing  ihe  had  none 

to  officiate  in  her  court  and  capital,  but  the  good  brother  Ig-  Father 

naiioy  who  was  not  in  prieil's  cffders,  and  could  only  catechize  Bennet 

and,  baptize  the  moribunds ;   and  he  .accordingly  difpatched  c^mes  ta 

Father  Bennet  to  her  from  Maffangano^  with  'all  poffible  di-  court. 

iigence. 

This  laft  had  been  hardly  a  year  at  her  court,  before  ihty  A falfe 
were  alarmed  with  the  news  of  a  powerful  army  being  raifed  alarm 
by  the  viceroy  of  Loanda^  and  the  report  he  had  caufed  to  be  caufedfy 
fpread  that  it  was  dcfigned  againft  the  kingdom  oi  Metamba,  the  Voxi^^ 
The  aiFrighted  queen  had  immediajte  recourfe  to  her  good  old  g^^^^* 
friend  Y2X^tv  Antony  Gaeta^  who  now  reflded  at  Maffangano^ 
as  prefed  of  the  miffion,  and,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  entreat- 
ed him,  by  an  exprefs  difpatched  to  him  for  that  end,  to  haften 
to  her  without  delay.     The  good  old  father  obeyed  with  his 
uronted  zeal,  and,  without  taking  leave  of  any  one,  or  even  a 
^mpanion  with  him,  began  bis  journey,  and  in  about  fix 
llajs  anived  at  her  court,  acquainted  her  majefiy  that  he  had 

(  Pe  his,  vid.  Lab  at,  ubi  fup.  p.  1 78^  &  feq. 

tbey  were  come  to  the  church ;  building  a  number  of  oratories, 

where,  after  the  ufaal  prayers,  where  the  people  might  go  to 

he  baptized  the  infants  above-  perform    their   devotions    and 

Xnentionedy  together  with  fome  be  inftrufled  by  the  catechifts  ; 

adults ;  but  as  foon  as  the  cere-  quickly  after  which  he  procur- 

mony   was  over,   their  (ilence  ed,  by  the  afCftance  of  the  great 

was  changed  into  joyful  fhouts  ones  of  the  court,  four  other 

and  acclamations,  accompanied  churches  to  be  eredled  in  that 

with  the  found  of  their  mufical  capital,  one  of  which  was  built 

inftrumeDts(5).  at  the  charge  of  the  princefs 

Athisfirft  audience,  the  queen  Barbara  and  her  fpoufe,    and 

havlhg  eamefUy  recommended  was  dedicated  to  the  faint  of  her 

to  him  the  interefl  of  chriilian-  name,  on  the  4th  o(  December^ 

ty,  with  promifes  to  affift  him  her  feftival  day,  at  Which  folem* 

with  all  her  power,  as  foon  as  nity  1 1 4  infonts  were  likewife 

|ie  was  recovered  from  a  dan-  baptized  (6). 
^Bs    r^lapfe,   he  fet   about 

(5)  JMut  $x  Cava».  iik  it.  c.  2.^.  1S4.  (6)  rtd,$bid.f,  |8S,  & 
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FafBer      tAcn  carc  to  go  to  the  P ortuguefe  zxmy^  aad  had  been  aflur- 
Amony     cd  by  them  that  they  had  not  the  Icaft  deftgn  againft  her,  but 
"riiums      were  fully  rcfolved  to  live  in  the  ftrifieft  peace  apd  amity  with 
mmdmnde-   her,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  late  treaty :  he  added,  that 
td'vtiher.  the  contrary  report  had  beenraifed  to  conceal  their  real  defign, 
which  was  to  furprize^nd  punifh  fome  rev^olted  people  \  all 
.which  diiHpated  all  her  jeatouAes  ;  fo  that,  having  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  that  quarter,  they  had  the  more  leifure  to  va- 
cate  at  their  religious  fundions,  it  being  now  the  holy. week, 
and  the  city  filled  with  a*  vail  concourie-of  chriftians,  who  came 
to  aflift  at  the  folemnity  of  the  feafon  \ 
ititwrn5t9      He  ftaid  with  her  about  four  months,  and  then,  thottgh 
Mafian-     much  againft  the  queen*s  liking,  returned  -to  hfs  rcfidence 
gano.         of  Majfangam^  where  he  had  not  been  long,  before  the  viceroy 
of  Angola  invited  him  to.  come  and  attempt  a  miifion  in  fomc 
of  the  unconverted  provinces  of  tKat  kingdom,  in  order  to 
2inglia     open  a  commerce  with  them.     But  as  neither  of  them  fuc^ 
%mlJi  a     ceeded,  be  returned  back  to  Metamba^  at  the  queen^s  requefl-, 
«w  r/Vf,    to  affift  lier  in  building  a  new  city,  palace,  jjnd  church,  upon 
falaee^and  a  convenient  and  airy  fpot  of  groundihe  had  pitched  upon,  on 
^^"1^'      ^^  l^anks  of  the  river  Ivamha.     He  arrived  at  her  court  in  the 
*^59*     month  eS  May^  and  faw  the  vaft  preparations  ihe  had  already 
made,  and  a  prodigious  nunfiber  of  ftone?  broke  from  the 
rock,  which  (he  had  ctufed  to  be  brought  to  the  place,  upon 
"the  fliouldcrs  of  fevcral  thoufands  of  flavc«,  which  were  em- 
ployed \ti  that  work,  over  which  Brother  Ignatio  v^s  appoints 
cd  to  prefide.     It  will  be  hardly  expelled  we  fhould  trouble 
our  readers  with  a  defcription  of  thofe  ftrufitures,  Which,  for 
want  of  proper  workmen,  were  very  rude,  and  inferior  to  thofe 
Ihe  had  feen  at  Loanda.     The  reader  will  find  what  is  mofi: 
VOrth  his  notice  ia  the  following  note  (N^,  to  which  we  will 

^  only 

«  Ibid.  p.  1 9?. 

(N)  The  church  was  fituate  of  palm  leaves,  curiouily  woveq, 

in  the  moll  eminent  part  of  the  and  fapported  by  pods  at  piroper 

city.   *  Its  length  was  1 29  fpans,  diflances,the  whole  high  enough 

its  breadth  42,  its  height  in  pro-  not  to  be  leaped  over  by  wild 

'  portion,  the  firft  feven  of  which  beads.    It  had  but  one  emiunc^, 

were  attbuilt  of  large  ftonc$,and  which  was  opened  and  (hut  with 

the  red  of  wood  f  and  adjoining  a  flout  wooden  gate,  like .  thofe 

to  it  was  a  convenient  ap^rt-  .pfour  turnpikes^but  ofthefame 

ment  for  the  mifTioparies.  height  with  the  cindlore.    With- 

Her  palace  was  built  on  a  flat  in  this,  at  about  30  yards,  was 

plain,  of  about  a  league  in  cir-  a   fecdnd  cindure,   or  thorny 

cuit.    Indead  of  ^  wall,  the  ^rd  hedge,  of  a  coniiderable  thickr 

ci^flure  was  made  of  matting  nef$«  guarded  likcwife  by  pne 

.  •  Digitized  by  V^OOgie 
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pnly  add,  that  what  they  wanted  in  th6  beauty  and  fymmctry  of 
the  work,  flie  endeavoured  to  compenfate  by  the  richnefs  of 
the  ornaments  within ;  in  which  (be  was  fo  laviih,  that  eveh  in 
the  laying  of  the  firftftone  of  her  new  church,  having  difmifled 


2^1 


finglc  gate,  oppofite  to  the  firi!. 
Within  this  {ccond  wa5  a  third 
inclofure  of  quickfet,  ftiil  flrong- 
er  than  the  fecond,  and  between 
fhefetwo  laft  ran  a  hedge  with 
windings  and  taming^,  like  a 
labyrinth,  not  eaiily  permeated 
bat  by  thofe  who  are  acquainted 
with  its  contrivance. 
..  Within  this  laft  is  a  yaft  fpa- 
cious  green,  large  enough  to 
draw  up  a  whole  army  j  and  a- 
round  it»  almoft  adjoining  tp  the 
inner  inclofure,  are  theCafas,  or 
iioufes,  huts  they  fhould  be  ra- 
ther called,  belonging  to  the 
gueen  and  court.  Thefe  are  all 
pf  a  round  figure,  the  fummit 
or  thatching  pointed  on  the  top, 
and  without  windows,  or  any 
Vght  but  what  comes  in  at  a  fin- 
gle  low  door. 

Thefe  Cafas  arc  larger  or 
fmaller,  according  to'  the  rank 
of  the  perfons  that  inhabit  them, 
and  none  pf  them- above  feven 
feet  high.  Thpfe  of  the  queen, 
though  built  much  after  the  fame 
manner,  are  more  fpacious,  and 
fome  of  them  have  doifters  with- 
in them,  and  a  large  court ;  and  it 
is  in  theie  that  (he  and  her  ladies 
and  maids  of  honour  live.  Thefe 
iave  Uk^ife  their  feparate  in- 
clofure* and  gates,  ^nd  look  like 
afmall  hamlet  within  a  larger, 
and  in  them  are  kept  Her  maga- 
zines of  corn  and  other  prgvifi- 
pns,  her  wardrobes,  kitchen,  pan- 
try, and  other  offices.  Fronting 
thefe  lai^e  apartments  (he  cauf<* 
ed  two  fpaciqus  faloons,  or  halls, 
ppen  on threefides  like  porticoes. 


to  be  built;  the  one  where  (hegave 
audience  to  ambafifadors,  and  the 
other  for  her  principal  minifters 
to  keep  their  afifemblies  in.  All 
thefe  were  completed  with  fur- 
prifingdifpateh,  through  the  vaft 
nuniber  of  hands  that  were  em- 
ployed ,  in  the  work.  The  fa- 
ther prefedl  reckoned,  at  the  firft 
vifit  he  made  to  it,  no  lefs  than 
11,000,  and,  in  his  fecorad, 
17,000  men  employed  in  it,  in- 
cluding their  wives,  but  excla- 
five  of  the  ilaves  that  aififttd 
them. 

When  they  came  to  meafure 
out  the  ground  defigned  for  the 
city,  the  queen  propofed  to  the 
prefed  to  admit  of  none  to  live 
in  it  but  chriilians,  and  to  affign 
the  old  city,  whi^h  flood  about 
i\x  miles  from  it,  for  the  uncon- 
verted ;  but  the  old  father  right- 
ly obferved  to  her,  that  this 
might  in  time  occafion  that^d 
city  to  become  a  receptacle  and 
den  of  all  her  libertine  and 
wicked  fubjefts,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  encourage  numbers  of  o- 
thers  to  turn  chriflians,  merely 
for  the  privilege  of  living  in  the 
new ;  whereas,  if  ihe  permitted 
bpth  chriflians  and  idolaters  to 
live  promifcuouQy  in  both,  the 
former  would  be  a  curb  to  the 
latter,  and  prevent  their  attempt- 
ing any  thing  againfl  her,  or  ad- 
ing  contrary  to  her  edids.  The 
queen  approved  his  advice,  and 
ordered  that  the  aflignment  of - 
the  ground  fhould  be  made  ac- 
cording to  it  (7), 


(7)  frvaww>  »*'/*f » h  'o^>  ^I'U 
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all  the  workmen,  and  her  own  retinue,  excepting  Father  jfn- 
>^59-     tony  and  Brother  Ignatio^  fh^  buried  a  diamond  of  immenfe 
value  under  it,   ^ 
Advmithi      1*«E  church  being  defigned  to  be  dedicated  to  St.  Amty 
€burch       whofe  name  {he  bore,  {he  had  likewife  procured  an  eminent 
nuith  rtth  painter,  at  a  va{l  price,  to  paint  that  faint  in  the  moll  elegant 
frefaits,     ^j^jj-^^  ^^  f^^^  f^^  ji,^  altar-piece.     She  prefented  it  with  fome 
Dedtcates  ^f  y^^^  Tk\it&  tape{lry,  and  other  ornaments,  particularly  with 
ttto  St.      ^  g^g  lamp,  made  of  the  fxlver  that  had  till  then  plated  the 
g^^'„g      «heft  riiat  had  contained  her  brother's  bones;  boUi  which, 
thefones    *l^^^gh  With  no  fmall  reluftancy,  flie  was  obliged  to  deliver  up 
pf  her  broy  *<>  *€  prefect,  without  which  he  refufed  to  idmu  hcJr  to  the  holy 
ther,  and  communion,  which  {he  was  earnefl:  to  receive,  for  the  firfl: 
sth$r  fu-    time,  at  the  approaching  fefH  val.     The  father  caufed  the  cheflfc 
ferftitipus   and  bones  to  be  burnt,  and  the  plate  to  be  fent  to  Loanday  and 
irhkets.     to  be  wrought  into  the  faid  curious  lamp,  to  burh  continually 
before  the  miraculous  crucifix,  in  her  new-built  church.     He 
likewife  obliged  her  to  give  up  fMndry  other  fuperftitious  trin- 
kets, as  rings,  ear-rings,  ^c,  of  gold  and  filver,  which  {be 
wore  as  amulets.     To  this  {he  not  only  complied  with  An- 
gular r^adinefs,  but  obliged  all  the  ladies  of  her  co^ftand  ca- 
L admitted  pltsi  to  do  the  fame.     After  fo  many  fignal  tokens  of  hec  {in- 
tptbefa-    cere  converfion,  the  good  father  fet  about  in{h'uiSting  and 
^^T^'*    preparing  her  for  the  next  grand  feftival,  which  was  that  of 
J  OOP.    PfYitecofty  on  which  fhe  received  the  facrament  from  his  hands 
with  the  utmoft  reverence,  and,  from  that  time^  nevfeir  gave 
any  other  but  miirks  of  the  njott  exemplary  piety  '^. 

The  two  following  years  were  chiefly  Ijpent  in  the  cohver- 
fiort  of  the  reft  of  her  fubjeSs,  and  particularly  thoie  that  irir 
habited  the  iilands  of  the  Csanxa  that  were  under  her  domi- 
nion 5  in  which  work  Father  yohn  Antony  did  not  meet  with 
a  fuccefs  anfwerable  to  his  zeal  and  labour.     He  returned  to 
court  on  the  news  of  the  prefeS  being  fallen  dangeroufly  ill ; 
but  at  his  arrival  thither,  on  the  laft  dky  of  March,,  found  hin^ 
The  queen  happily  recovered.     He  bad  not  been  there  mimy  days,  before 
falls  fick.  the  queen  was  feized  with  her  old  difeafe,  with  fuch  violence, 
1662,  '  as  made  them  fear,  confidering  her  extreme  old  age,  that  {he 
could  not  outlive  it ;  but,  to  their  joyful  furprizc,  her  ftrong 
conftitution  quickly  got  the  better  of  it.     Theirs  and  feer  ]6y 
were,  not  long  after,  augmented  bv  an  exprefs  they  r^eivec) 
from  Loartdoy  with  the  news  of  tne  af rival  <^f  feveral  Capu- 
chins, defigned  for  the  kingdom  olMetamba.     The  fame  ex- 
Recei*vef    prefs  brought  likewife  two  letters,  one  from  the  pope  to  the 
ihe  popeU   queen,  and  the  other  from  the  congregation  de  propaganda  fide  ^ 
litter.       direded  to  the  prefeft  and  the  reft  of  the  miflionaries,  im- 

^  Iid.jbid*p.2i5,  &feq,. 
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porting,  that  thci  pope  had  appointed  Father  Jntony  de  Gaefa 
prefedt  not  only  of  Metamha  but  of  Angola^  which  would 
oblige  him  to  refide  for  the  future  at  S.  ^ohn  de  Loanda,  The 
queen  received  the  pontiffs  letter  from  his  hands  with  tears  of 
joy,  and  a  pleafure,  ihe  owned,  Ihe  had  never  felt  before,  and 
which,  fhe  hoped,  would  complete  her  recovery,  as  it  aSually  l^^covtrt 
did.     The  departure  of  the  good  old  prefeft,  who  had  been^j'*'^^^'" 
fo  long  the  direftor  of  her  confcience,  did  indeed  deeply  afflift  '"*fA 
her,  and  flie  Itft  no  means  untried  to  retard  it ;  but  duty 
pleading  agginft  her,  ihe  infifted  upon  his  granting  her  two  i{^  f^fj^j^ 
favours,  before  he  left  her,  ^/z.  to  confecrate  her  new  church  requefts  /# 
to  St.  Ann\  and  to  leave  with  her  an  old  left-off  Capuchin  ha-  Father 
bit,  to  cover  her  body  after  her  death,  in  order,  as  (he  faid,  to  Antony.    . 
obliterate  the  fantaftic  notion  (he  had.  fqrmerly  endeavoured 
to  infpire  her  fubjefls  with,  of  her  being  a  goddefs,  or  fome- 
thing  more  than  human.     The  prefe£l  readily  complied  j  an3 
When  thp  habit  was  brought  to  her,  (he  ordered  her  old  gene- 
ral, and  brother-inlaw,  tp  wrap  it  up  in  a  cloth  of  gold,  and  hy 
it  up  in  her  wardrobe.     The  new  church  was  confecrated  oja 
the  24th  of  A^ril^  with  great  folemnity,  aqd>  after  mafs,  h^ 
preached  hjsf^^w^l  f<rrn)on»  before  her,  to  a  numerous  audi*- 
dience;  and  leaving  Father  5^5i&«-<fo/tf«y,  and  Brother  j^ntft/o, 
to  be  with  her,  he  took  bis  leav^,  and  fetoutfor  Laanda*. 

Soon  after  his  departune,  fiie.refolved  to  receive  the  pope's  7hepope^s 
letter,  lately  mentioned,  from  the  hands  of  Father  John  Anta-  Utter  read 
ny  in  th6  moft  public  and  folemn  manner ;  and- that  it  (hould  iff  the 
be  read,  by  him,  in  her  new  church,  before  her  and  the  whole  ^^^^rch 
court,  after  the  divine  fervice.     The  (Jay  appointed  for  it  was  'withgreai 
the  15th  oijuly  following,  on  which  (he  repaired  to  the  place^/^^/^* 
at  the  head  of  a  numerous  apd  brilliant  retinue,  and  wearing 
the  letter  hanging  about  her  neck  in  a  rich  golden  purfe^  The 
conqourfe  was  fp  great  that  the  church  couid  not  contain  one 
half  of  them  ;  fo  that  none  were  admitted  but  perfons  of  rank* 
Tbef^^ther^  having  finiibed  (hq  mafs,  r^ad  it  at  the  altar,  in 
the  Pqrtuguefi  language,  and  the  fecretary  interpreted  it  in 
that  of  the  country.     The  queen,  who  had-ftood  up  all  the 
while  it  was  reading,  went  towards  the  altar,   and,  on  her 
knees,  received  it  from  the  father ;  and  having  kiffcd  it,  and 
fworn  afrefh  upon  the  gofpel  to  continue  obedient  to  the  holy 
fee,  ki/?ed   it  again,  put   it  into  the  bag,  and  returned  to 
her   palace  amocig  the   (bouts    and  acclamations  of  many 
Ihoufands  of  her  fubje6is.     She  gave,  on  that  occafion,  a  mag-  Her  great 
nificent  treat  tp  the  Poriuguefe  refident,  and  to  all  her  coun^/eaj/ing 
in  the  two  great  porticos  (l^e  had  lately  built,  whilft  herfelf  mid  joy. 
Touch fafed  to  cat  and  be  ferved  on  that  day  after  the  Euro* 

1  lid,  ibid,  p.  244, 
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pean  maimer,  that  is,  fitting  on  a  ftatcly  elbow-chair,  with  a 
high  table  before  her,  covered  with  the  fineft  linen,  and  with 
diflies,  plates^,  knives  and  forks,  all  of  fihrer  gilt  (O).     Shc 
beftowcd  foine  largeflcs  upon  her  chief-  officers,  releafed  a 
good  number  of  flaves,  and  at  night  (he  appeai-ed  at  the  head 
of  her  ladies  of  honour,  iheand  they  all  dreficd  and  armed  in' 
9  Hw'/f     *^  Amazonian  ftyle,  and  performed  a  kind  of  combat,  in 
&      tb^  which  that  princefs  j  though  now  above  fourfcore  years  of  age^ 
Jmdw'     behaved  widi  as  great  vigour  and  afiiivity  as  any  Woman  of 
thirty  could  have  done  ^. 

Her  life,  however,  did  not  prove  fo  long  as  thofe  fair  ap- 
pearances fecmed  topromife ;  though  (he  had  the  fatisfaflioii 
to  think  that  fhe  had  iinifbed  what  (he  bad  moft  at  hearty 

y  Ibid.  p.  2471  i  fe^. 


gour. 


(D)  This  mu(^,  doubtlefs,  havfe 
iippeared  ilrange  to  her,  as  well 
as  to  her  whole  court,  who  never 
faw  her  fit  upon  any  thing  but 
a  ctt(hi(Dn  laid  on  a  mat  or  car- 
pet updh  the  ground^  with  her 
legs  acrofs,  and  bter  visuals  be- 
fore her  without  either '  table; 
napkin,  plate,  knife,  or  fdrk, 
but  taking  them  up  with  her 
hands,  and  tearing  them  with 
her  teeth,  even  when  Ihe  eat 
publicly,  and  beTore  all  her 
whole  court,  which,  we  are  told, 
was  as  nuiperous  as  that  of  any 
European  monarch. 

Among  thefe  ihe  had  300  wo- 
men attending  her  alternately, 
ten  every  ten  days.  Thefe  ei- 
ther fiit  crofs'legged,  or  upon 
their  heels,  behind  her,  while  fiie 
ate  :  and  as  fiie  had  great  variety 
of  diihes  at  her  table,  fiie  com- 
monly tore  a  piece  off,  and' flung 
the  reft  to  one  or  the  other  of 
them,which  they  greedily  caught 
and  ate,  as  a  fingular  favour 
from  her.  When  ihe  drank, 
jll  that  were  prcfeiit  fell  a 
clapping  their  hands ;  and  her 
chief  miniftcr,  who  was  the  ge- 
neral that  had  married  her  filter 


Bdrhara^  kneeled  oil  her  fide; 
prefied  the  great  toe  of  her 
left  foot,  wilhing  that  What  fiie 
eat  and  drank  might  nourifU 
every  part  ofhet  frofti  the  crown 
of  her  head  td  the  extremity  of 
that  toe. 

As  foon  as  flie  had  finifiied  hef 
tneal,  flie  caufed  all  the  relics  and 
fragments  tb  be  diftributed  a- 
mong  the  attendants,  which  was 
efteemed  as  a  very  great  favour: 
All  the  while,  the  general  above- 
mentioned  was  very  curious  iti 
picking  up  every  bit  and  bone 
that  file  had  thrown  on  the  car- 
pet, which  he  immediately  took 
away,  and  depofited  in  a  fafe 
place,  to  prevent  their  being 
made  ufe  of  for  any  magical 
fpell  againft  her  perfbn.  This 
was  her  way  of  eating  in  public; 
and  file  never  afFedted  the  Eur^- 
ptan  manner,  except  when  fiiel 
had  fome  ambafiador  or  foreign  ^ 
minifter  to  be  prefent  at  it.  As 
fbr  the  nature  of  her  food^  and 
way  of  drefiing  it,  it  would  be^' 
little  inviting  to  our  Englijh  rea- 
ders, that  we  forbear  expatiating 

upon  it  (7). 


(j)  Cava»»if  uhifup^p,  z62,  &fif* 
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and  had  now  nothing  left  to  do  but  to  watch  over  the  execu* 

lion  of  her  former  edidls  in  favour  of  chriflianity,  and  againft 

the  abominable  fuperftitions  of  the  GiagaSy  and  their  Singhil- 

los.     And  to  this  fhe  was  not  only  ver)'  attentive,  but  very  fc-  ,  • 

verc  in  punifliing'  all  delinquents.     One  of  thcfe  preteaded 

conjurers,  having  been  caught  in  fomc  of  his  impious  rites,  fhe  ^«^«^  ''^ 

had  condemned  to  be  burned  alive;  and  when  the  good  father  ^^^'^^ 

interceded  for  his  pardon,  in  hopes  of  converting  him,  ffie  xtirf^^^*^" 

dily  granted  it  at  his  requeft,   but  at  the  fame  time  ^fTured 

hini,  that  his  charitable  compaflion  and  endeavours  would  be 

ill  bellowed  ;  and  that  (he  knew  the  temper  of  thofe  wretches 

too  well,  to  think  that  any  thing  but  the  fevereft  punifhments 

could  deter  them  from  their  impieties.    The  event  did  but 

too  plainly  convince  him  of  the  truth  of  it  j  he  not  only  tried 

all  the  arguments  which  his  zeal  could  infpire  him  with,  tho' 

without  fuccefs,  to  turn  him,  but  fome  time  after  four  or  five 

more  of  the  fame  curfcd  fraternity  being  like  wife  furprifed  at  their 

diabolical  ceremonies,  chofe  expiring  in  the  flames  rather 

than  purchafe  their  pardon  at  the  expence  of  renouncing  their 

feft  ;  fo  that  the  old  Capuchin  was  obliged,  notwithftanding 

his  great  reluSance  to  fuch  cruel  punilhments,  to  permit,  and 

even  approve,  of  them  (P), 

Whilst 

(P)  The  misfortune  was,  that  diate  orders  to  the  officers  to  fe- 

inany  of  her  officers  connived  at  cure  the  Singhillo,  and  fend  him 

and  even  privately  encouraged  to  her  before  funfet,  under  paia 

thofe  jugglers  J  to  convince  lier  of  being  made  undergo  a  more 

of  which ,  the  father  having  feiz-  feverc  puniihment  by  the  next 

ed  upon  a  parcel  of  tools  which  morning.     They,  knowing  the 

they  uie  in  their  pretended  con-  danger  of  delaying  to  obey,  fent 

jurationSy  fent  them  bundled  up  him    accordingly,  loaden  with 

to  the  queen.    .The.queen,  not  chains  ;  whom  fhe  condemned 

comprehending  the  meaning  of  tp  be  feverely  whipped  through 

\ty  fent  for  him,  in  all  .hafle  to  hes  capital,  and  afterwards  to  be 

explain  it  to  her  ;  upon  which  fold  away  for  the  ^/nmc^»plan* 

he  told  her,  that  it  behoved  her  tations  (8).  ■  ,  ,      ^ 

majcfty  to  fend  the  bundle  back         What  is  flill  worle  was,  that 

to  the  owner,  feeing  her  ofHcers  many  of  thofe  oihcers  and  mi- 

fuiFered  fuch   fellows    to   ^lay  nifters,  tltough   they  had  em- 

.  their  conjuring  tricks  fo  near  her  braced  the  chrilliau  faith  out  of 

court,  notwithllandiog  her  edi^is  complaifance  to  her,  prefervcd 

againft'them,  and  the  danger  of  the  utmofl  averfion  againfl  it  ia 

her  majefiy  being  fufpedted  of  their  hearts,  and  have  renounced 

winking  at  them.  it  at  their  death.  An  iniiance  ol 

The  queen,  who  felt  the  full  ihis  happened  in  two   of  them> 

ibrce  cf  the  reprcof,  fent  imme*  on  the  eve  of  the  a^uinptioa  of 

(8)  Cawszi,  utifip.f.  277, 

the 
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Bir  lafi         Whilst  the  queen  was  taken  up  with  promoting  thexoii* 
iUnefs.       verfionofher  fubjeSs  in  her  new  capital,  the  o]d  father  ob- 
1663.     tained  leave  to  go  and  purfue  the  fame  good  work  with  h^ 
catechifts,  in  the  provinces  of  her  dominions  j  but  before  h^ 
had  gone  through  many  of  them,  he  received  expreffes  upon 
expreiles  from  her  to  return,  with  all  fpeed,  to  court ;  fo  that 
he  was  obliged  to  abandon  what  he  called  a  hopeful  harveft 
of  converts,  to  come  and  aflift  her  in  her  lad  ficknefs.     He 
had  left  Metamba  on  the  ^d  of  September^  and  made  fuch 
hafle  back|  that  he  arrived  thither  on  the  14th  of  Odioher^  and 
found  her  labouring  under  a  violent  inflammation  in  her  throat 
which  hardly  permitted  her  to  fpeak*    His  prefence  fo  far  re- 
vived  her  fpirits,  that  (he  returned  his  fidl  falutation  with 
Mir  gnat  f^jj^^  fevere  refleAions  on  her  ambition  of  being  thought  a 
^tmorfi*     goddefs,  who  now  found  herfelf,  indeed,  a  mere  fink  of  filth 
.  and  corruption.     She  earneftly  entrea|:ed  him  not  to  foriake 
her  in  her  extremity^  but  to  continue  his  charitable  offices  to 
Orders  ^     her  whilft  (he  lived,  and,  after  her  death,  to  fee  her  corpfe  in- 
€9ncirning  ^crred  in  the  garb  which  the  prefe<Sl  had  left  with  her,  and, 
mtlt*^^'  by  sdl  means,  not  to  fufFer  any  of  the  deteftable  Giagan  rites 
*"'*  "         to  be  performed  at  her  funeral  ^.     She  repealed  the  fame  in- 
jundion&  to  her  firftminifter  of  ftate,  named  Teudela^  who 
governed  the  realm  during  the  interregnum,  and  before  the 
other  officers  of  her  court,  declaring  to  them  that  (he  appoint- 
ed the  faid  father  John  Antony  the  fole  diredor  of  her  funeral 
obfequies  ;  and  that  it  was  her  will,  as  well  as  laft  requefi, 
that  they  fliould  ftridly  conform  to  every  thing  that  he  fhould 
prefcribe  concerning  her  interrment.     The  next  thing  (he 
recommended  to  them,  was  the  propaga^tion  of  chriftianity, 
and  their  prote^ing  and  .  encouraging  the  miffionaries  and 
their  catechifts  with  all   their  power,  and  the  enforcement  ef 
all  her  edids  againft  the  Giagan  impious  rices. 

«  De  his,  vid.  fup.  p.  17, 

the  foregoing  year.     Themifli^  on  dieir  having  chriftian  burial; 

Onary    above*mentioned  being  which  the  father  abfolutely  re- 

apprifed  of  their  ficknefs,  came  fufing,  they  determined  to  bury 

immediately  to  their  ailiilance,  them  after  the  Giagan  manner. 

but  foand  them  both  proof  a-  They  were,  however^  prevented 

ind  alri  his  exhortations','  and  from  dbing  it,  by  the  exprefs 


mint. 


ally  determined  to  die  in  that  orders  of  the  queen,  who  then 

they  called  their  antient religion;  publicly  declared,  that  if  any 

alleging  that  their  being  forci-  fuch  attempts  were  made  for  the 

bly  baptized  was  in  obedience  foture,  (he  would  order  the  dead 

to  the  qjaeen.    Their  relations,  bodies^  to  be  thrown  into  the  ri- 

notwithilanding  this^  infilled  up-  ver,  or  to  the  wild  beads  (9). 
(9)  Ihid,^.zZz^&/ef. 

<  The 


Digitized 


by  Google 


C.  4.  th  Kingdom   of  Angpfa:  %^f 

The  inflammation  having  feized  h^r  brcaft  and  lungt^  aiid  ExmpU* 
ibme  wrong  medicine  having  been  applied  to  it,  which  madQr>  dtaibm 
her  feel  her  end  approaching,  fhe  confeffed  herfdf  to  the  fa- 
ther, who  went  immediately  to  fay  mafs  for  her,  and  return^ 
ed  with  the  viaticum,  which  fhe  received  with  fervent  devo- 
tion, and  foon  after  the  extreme  imSion,  ftill  retaining  the 
perfeft  ufe  of  her  fenfcs  till  the  17th  of  Deaemhir^  on  which 
ihe  expired,  about  brea):  of  day,  in  the  eighty-fecond  year  of 
her  age. 

During  the  latter  part  of  her  illnefs,  tl^e  prime  mlniibis 
had  ordered  all  the  militia  to  be  in  arms,  to  fupprefs  any  tu» 
mult  or  revolt  that  might  be  raifed,  and  more  cfpecially  to 
prevent  the  flaves  running  away,  as  was  ufual  at  fuch  junc- 
tures (QJ,  and,  immediately  after  her  death,  caufed  the  paf 

lacc 


(QJ  The  meaning  of  this  is 
tbe  barbarous  CMftom  in  vogue 
among  all  the  idolatrous  nations 
of  facrificing  whole  hetacombs 
of  humiLn  viflims,  at  the  funeral 
obfequies  of  a  monarch  or  great 
man,  of  which  we  have  given 
fondry  infianceS)  particukrly  in 
thofe  of  the  Aug^iu  kings^  be- 
fore their  converfion  ( 1  o).  For 
at  fuch  timcfs,  the  poor  {laves, 
dreading  to  be  takeni  into  the 
unhappy  number,  uied  to  ^e 
into  fome  other  date,  or  into  im- 
penetrable wood?,  or  on  inaccef- 
fible  mountains,. where  they  fre- 
quently met  with  a  wbrfe  fate, 
and  were  either  devoured  by 
wild  beads,  or  died  of  hunger 
and  mifery. 

Even  the  ladies  of  honour  be- 
longing to  the  queen  were  in  no 
fmall  dread  upon  this  occafion, 
as  was  the  antient  cuftom,  fear- 
ing they  (hould  be  forced  to  fol- 
low her  into  the  other  world  ; 
and  thofe  who  had  accefs  to  the 
good  Capuchin,  had  made  no 
fcruple  to  difcover  their  fears  to 
him  about  it,  \vhich  were  great- 
ly increafed  at  the  doubling  .of 


the  guards,  and  ihutting  up  th« 
gates  of  the  palace ;  for  this  theij: 
alarm  made  them  interpret  ag 
done  to  prevent  their  making 
their  efcape(i!). 

That  princefs  had,  indeed,  fuf- 
ficiently  expreffed  her  utter  ab- 
horrence of  that  inhuman  cuf- 
tom  upon  all  proper  occaiions, 
and  particularly  once  upon  her 
being  recovered  a  year  or  two 
before  from  a  dangerous  fever, 
when  her  fycophant  general  and 
brother-in  law  told  her,  that  if 
it  had  been  their  misfortune  to 
lofe  her  at  that  time,  all  her 
fubjedls  would  have  ftrove  for 
the  honour  of  being  facrificed  at 
her  funeral  obfequies.  To  which 
fheanfwered,  with  an  angry  look, 
"  If  you  fpeak  your  real  fenti- 
**  me4ics,you  will  havccaufeto 
**  repent  it;  for  I  will  take  fuch 
**  precaution,  that  if,  contrary 
••  to  my  exprefs  will,  any  fuch 
"  inhuman  rite  ftiouki  be  per- 
*•  formed  at  my  funeral,  the 
**  butchery  fliall  begin  with  the 
**  chief  officers  of  my  kingdoi^, 
"  and  you  will  prove  the  very 
•'  firft  vidUmi  as  a  due  puni(h- 


'(10)  Sniifir*,f.  >9$, 

tn)  Uiif,  9«. 
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^    late  guard  to  be  doubled,  and  the  gates  to  be  k^pt  {hut,  that 

none  might  go  in  or  out  till  the  council  had  taken  proper  ihea- 

furcs  for  proclaiming  her  fucceflfcr.     They  were  not  long, 

SuecuJed  however,  deliberating  about  it  j  but  early  in  the  morning,  on  th(^ 

fyberfif'    19th  day,  aflembled  the  people  at  the  great  pia:2za  before  the 

ier  Barba- palace,  and  there  declared  in  form  that  they  had  eleded  Don- 

ra.  na  Barhm-a^  fitter  to  the  deceafcd  queen,  her  fucceffor  to  the 

.  Mitamhic  crown  *. 

She  being  then  prefent  at  the  aflembly  of  the  grandees, 
was  raifed  at  a  convenient  height  above  them,  to  be  beheld 
by  all  the  people,  and  had  the  royal  bow  and  arrow,  whicH 
are  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  delivered  into  her  handS)  vrith  the 
ufual  folemnity  ;  yet  fuch  was  the  people's  love  and  affedtiori 
for  the  dcceafed  Zingha^  that,  inftead  of  the  ufual  joyful  accla^ 
mations  to  their  new  queen,  there  could  be  nothing  heard  but 
the  moft  doleful  and  hideous  outcries  for  the  lois  of  the.  old 
one  •*. 
Tir  ^uttn      Whilst  this  ceremony  was  performing  in  the  piazza,  Fa- 
iaid  in      ther  Antony  went  to  the  palace  in  order  to  array  the  deceafed 
/«/#.         jji  jjjjj  Capuchin's  drcfs  flie  had  fo  earneflly  defired  to  be  in- 
terred in,  but,  to  his  great  furprize,  found  her  already  laid  out 
in  the  great  porch,  and  arrayed  in  all  her  regalia,  which  were 
of  the  richeft  kind,  and  fparkltng  all  over  with  nloft  coftly 
jewels.     He  was,  however,  permitted  to  order  her  ladies  to 
cloath  her  with  the  monkiih  frock,  and  to  put  her  crucifix  and 
beads  into  her  hands.     In  this  manner  he  hoped  (he  would 
have  lain  in  ftate  for  fome  days,  but^  to  his  farther  furprize,  (he 
was  conveyed  to  the  church  that  very  evening  to  be  interred, 
under  pretence  that  her  funeral  retarded  the  joy  of  the  court  for 
Stately       the  new  queen.     She  was  accordingly  conveyed  th:ther  on  a 
funeral,     (lately  cheft,  richly  covered,  in  which  her  corpfe  was   after- 
wards to  be  depofited.  Her  legs  and  thighs  were  extended  at  full 
length,  but  the  reft  of  her  body  was  placed  in  a  kind  of  iltting 

*  Cavaz^  ap4  Labatip.  294,  &  feq.  ^  Ibidi  p.  293. 

"  ment  for  your  having  dared  coniidei^ng  the  little  dcpendance 

**  to  make  any  fuch  propofd  there  coold  be,  from  what  wfc 

,            **  to  me."    And  we  arc    told  obferved  in  the  lall  note,  pn  the 

that  (he  ado  ally  gave  fome  pri-  faireft  pfctelices  of  her  grandees 

vate  directions  to  fome  of  her  to  chriftianity,  or  rather  confi- 

minifters,  in  order  to  deter  hito  dering  the  danger  there  feemei 

from  fuch  a  dcfign  ( i  z).  to  be  of  their  rclapfing  into  their 

But,  after  all  the  ladies  had  old    deteftable   rites  after   her 

ilill  great  rcafon  to  be  alarmed,  deceaie. 

.    (11)  ytdiCa-vejczi^uhifup,  f.^k^it 

podure, 
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pofiuret  with  her  back  refiing  agsunfl  a  favourite  pagers  bpeail^ 
who  continued  feveral  hours,  motionlers,  in  that  iituation . 

TilE  proceffion  to  the  church  was  pompous,  and  fuitable  to 
her  dignity,  but  after  the  Romijb  faihion,  with  erodes,  and 
wax  tapirs,  ^c.  the  good  father  JMm  Ant9tif  walking  before 
the  body,  which  wascarried  on  a  bier  by  twelve  of  the  noblei^ 
perfons  belonging  to  the  fraternity  of  the  rofary,  lately  fet  up 
in  that  meuopolis.     A  hundred  (oldiers  attended  the  corpfe,  AitenM 
not  with  their  arms,  but  with  their  martial  mufic,  which  was  hy  mgrti^f 
of  the  moft  doleful  and  diflbnant  kind  that  could  be  imagined^  mafic^^ 
and  thefe  were  followed  by  the  militia^  with  their  Weapons 
inverted.  *  The  ftreets  were  fo  crouded  with  people,  that  the 
procefSon  had  much-ado  to  pafs  through  them.     What  ad* 
ded  to  the  mournful  tumult  was,  at  their  firft  perceiving  the 
corpfe  in  a  fitting  ^^ofture,  they  imagined  their  queen  was  rifeo 
from  the  dead,  which  railed  the  loudcft  acclamations  of  joy ;  Sfrangi 
but  when,  upon  a  nearer  approach,  they  perceived  fhe  was  ^^^^wwirf 
really  dead,  their  ihouts  were  turned  into  the  bittercft  out-  ^f*^^t'^* 
cries,  lamentations,  and  geftures  of  the  deepcft  defpair  •.  f^' 

Whe^  the  corpfe  was  arrived  at  the  church  gate,  where 
the  lieutenant-general,  whofe  office  it  was,  ftood  ready  to  re* 
ceive  it,  in  order  to  deliver  it  up  into  the  hands  of  her  ladies  of  ^^  ^^^^* 
honour,  to  be  put  into  the  coffer  on  which  it  Jay,  another  and  ''**  ^*^^y 
a  more  ftrangc  uproar  arofe  j  for  inftead  of  flriving  amongft-^'^/''^''  ^f 
them  for  the  honour  of  performing  this  laft  fervrce  to  their  ^f  *<?  J.**"  , 
miftrefs,  the  notion  of  being  buried'  alive  with  her  came  fo  ^'^  *  ^'^^'^ 
ftrongly  into  their  minds,  efpccially  as  the  grave  in  which  it 
was  tx>  be  depoii'ted  was  12  fpans  deep,  and   18  fquare,  and 
confequently  big  enough  to  cpntaln,  as  thev  imagined,  a  good 
number  of  them,  that  they  all  fled  in  a  fright,  and  went  to 
hide  themfelves  where  they  could,  in  fpite  of  aU  the  good  fa* 
tber  and  the  general  could  f^y  to  undeceive  them.     Neither 
could  all  their  eloquence  nor  authority  prevail  upon  any  of 
them  to  go  down  into  the  frightful  cave  j  and  .the  two  lay  bro- 
thers Ignatio  and  Gabriel  were  ordered .  to  convey  the  cheft 
into  it  in  their  ftead,  and  plaice  it  on  the  altar  tomb  that  had 
been  reared  for  it.     Thefe  two  were'  no  foorier  come  up  out 
of  the  cave,  than  the  pages,  officers,  and  courtiers,  that  l^ad 
accompanied  the  fuAeral,  fled  out  ofthechafdr  with  all  pbf- 
fible  fpeed,  the  fame  phrenzy  having  now  taken  hold  of  the 
men  as  it  had  before  of  the  women,  fO  that  there  werenpn^ 
left  but  the  fathers  and  lay- brothers  to  fill  the  grave  With  earth, 
which  they  accordingly  did  ;  ancT,  as  foon  a,:,  that  was^done^ 
they  all  crouded  again  into  the  church,  and  fpent  the  pight^in 

<=Id.  ibid.  p.  296. 

S  a'  ,         *  it. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^^6  nt  Afrieafi  ii0t^  tf        KXVUl 

Richts  hu-  it  j  in  deep  tiiMming  and  lanentttims^  for  tfa^  Ms  of  dicir 

riidwtb  much'lovcd  fovereign  ^. 

ttr*  Our  authdr,  who  was  an  ^e*-witners^  und,  for  the  moft  part, 

ihe  chief  dirtdor  of  all  thid  funeral  poifip^  teils  uq^  that  the  rich 
things  which  were  burled  wkh  her  in  that  grave,  amounted 
at  ieaft  to  the  value  of  16^000  Romn  crowns ;  a  monftroua 
^s  well  Taperftitioub  profufemA,  confidering  that  the  chief 
riches  of  that  country,  even  of  crowned  heads,  chiefly  conlift-* 
ed  in  their  number  of  flaves^  and  the  tyrannic  property  they 
daim  over  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  their  vaffid^  ^* 

On  the  next  morning  the  whole  militia  was  again  drawn 
tip,  and  the  new  queen  afllfted  at  the  funeral  high  mafs  which 
was  fung  for  the  deceafied  \  imtfiediafittiy  itfter  which  the  msf* 
tial  dfficeri  tame  and  told  the  good  old  father,  that  it  Would 
be  very  proper  to  have  a  Toitiba  (R)  performed  in  honour  of 


<  Labat,  itM.  &  fe).        «  fbid.  p.  299. 
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(R)  Tlat  it  the  tame  by  which 
they  called  the  old  inhuman  ob- 
Cequies  to  dieir  princes  and  great 
meo,  and  in  whidi»  as  hath  been 
formerly  hinted^  they  were  wont 
to  facrifice  a  vaft  mimber  of  hu- 
nian  and  other  vidUms^  with 
which  they  feafted  the  relations 
and  friends  of  the  deceafed  (13). 
Bat  thefe»  as  Well  as  their  lafcivi- 
oas  dances,  and  other  heatbenifh 
fccrcmonies,  having  been  exprc<r. 
fy  forbid  by  the  fate  queen,  werie 
Wholly  excluded  upon  this  oeea- 
fion.  The  reft  of  the  funeral 
foene  was  performed  in  thepre« 
fence  of  the  new  one^  and  the 
Tcadela,  and  other  officers  of 
Sate  and  war,  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing. 

Eight  thouland  foldiers  were 
drawn  up  in  arms  on  one  fide  of 
the  great  piazza,  or  green,  facing 
the  palace,  and  about  the  fame 
number  of  women  and  children 
on  the  other  fide,  over-againft 
them;  immediately  after  which 
a  proportionable  number  of  Ca- 
fas  were  reared  np  with  farprif- 


mg  quicknefs^  and  tken»  at  the 
£1$  iagM  given  by  the  general^ 
the  foidiers  began  to  perform  a 
mock  engagement,  in  which  eve* 
ry  part  of  the  £ght  was  managed 
and  aded,  as  near  as  could  be, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  they  did 
when  the  queen  was  at  the  head 
of  her  troops. 

The  two  counfcils  were  like- 
Wife  ztktahltA  in  thefpace  be- 
tween the  men  and  the  wonten, 
and  a^ed  their  refpeAivc  parts, 
as  debating,  deliberating,  re- 
ceiving  aAd  diipatching  of  coa« 
rirrs,  meffengers,  fs^r.  &^. 

The  women  and  children  wcje, 
in  like  manner,  employed  in 
their  refpeflive  callings,  and 
thofe  who  belonged  to  her  late 
majefty,  in  performing  their  re- 
fpeflive  fervices  to  her;  all  which 
was  done  with  the  moft  furprif- 
ing  dexterity  and  exadnefs. 

Whilft  they  were  in  the  height 
each  of  their  feveral  parts,  the 
(ame  general  proclaimed  aloud 
the  queen's  death,  in  words  to 
this  import, "  Be  it  known  to  all 
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fo  great  and  (o  beloved  a  fovereiga,  as  was  the  late  queen ; 
that  0^  foldiery  were  fully  fet  upon  it,  and  that  it  would  hp 
dangerous  to  exafperate  them  by  his  denial.  His  furprizc 
jnade  Jhim  hefiute  a  while  \  Ijut  when  he  found  them  deter- 
inined  upon  it^  he  gave  bi$  confent  to  it,  upon  condition,  that 
the  ceremony  (hould  be  performed  without  the  (bedding  of  ei*^ 
ther  human  or  any  other  bloo^,  and  without  thofe  immode^ 
dances  which  wer«  wont  to  make  the  moft  diverting  part  of 
the  foUmnityj  to  which  they  agreed  ;  and  the  foldiers  were 
obliged  to  be  contented  with  it,  and  performed  their  feveral 
parts  with  great  exadnefs,  in  the  manner  we  have  defcribed  in 
the  foregoing  note  ^. 

"Many  more  extraordinary  honours  were  paid  by  the  Tub- Gr/of  iS^. 
!c&  to  that  great  queen,  which  we  omit  for  brevity  (ake ;  tbo'  noursfaiJ 
Jcfs  we  could  not  excuie  ourfelves  from  faying  concerning  ^o  the  de* 
that  excellent  princefs,  and  great  promoter  an4  patron  of  aafid 
chriftianfty.    It  was  out  oS  refped  to  her  memory  that  the  f*'***  ^^ 
nobles  and  people  exprefled  the  fame  high  regard  and  zeal  to  ^^^^ 
her  lyfcr  B^rbara^  now  upon  the  throne,  whom  they  caufcd  "*''**>^» 
to  be  inaugurated  a  fecond  and  a  third  time,  with  the  greateft 
pompj  ^nd  joyful  acclamations  i  ^'z.  at  the  great  haUofau* 


'  Ibid.  p.  300,  &  fcjj* 


'^  die  fubjefb  of  this  kingdom 
"  tAMAtamha^  that  queen  Zin- 
**  g^^t  your  moft  pious  and  moft 
"  Chriftian  fovcreign^  is  taken 
**  from  you  by  the  irj^evo^able 
"  decree  4)f  heaven." 

At  thisiloleful  news  a  geie- 
n\  fiop  WAS  pat  to  every  one^s 
empbyment  s  inltead  of  which 
aothing  was  feen  but  the  moft 
Urely  tokens  of  giirf  and  de- 
fpair,  nor  any  thing  bea^  but 
Che  moft  dreadful  cries  and  coi^- 
fUints  on  all  iides^the  men  beat- 
lag  their  foreheads  and  bri^s, 
the  women  wringing  their  hands, 
tearing  their  hair,  and  all  other 
a£ti(ms  and^ftures  ufed  on  fuch 
occaiionsi  the  martial  inftru- 
ments  heightening  the  mournful 
iblemnity  with  their  variety  of 
if  ihrill  and  doleful  founds. 

T^imwas  0iU  wanting  one 


thisy;to  compJeattheTomba,  or 
funeral  fcene,and  without  which 
the  company  would  have  gone 
away  beyond  meafure  diilatisfi- 
ed;  we  mean  a  plentiful  profu- 
iion  of  viduals  and  drink  for 
that  whole  multitude;  butthdb 
the  queen  had  taken  care  to  pro- 
vkie  in  gMat  abiin4ance,  fo  diat 
tho*  they  were  not  allowed  to 
glnt  themfielves  with  huooan  fleili 
and  blood,  as  formerly,  yet  they 
all  expreifed  themfelves  fo  high* 
ly  (aciisfied  with  the  plenty  and 
variety  that  was  prepared  for 
them,  dnxing  the  whole  fix  days* 
(for  fo  long  thefe  obfequies  ufa^ 
ally  lafted]  that  not  one  of  theni 
could  be  perfuaded  by  the  good 
miifionaries  to  leave  the  place 
to  go  to  church,  and  pray  for 
the  queen's  repofej  during  all 
that  time  (14). 
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dience,  and  at  the  new  church  of  St  Ann.  She  was,  indeed^ 
a  very  zealous  chriftian,  endowed  with  very  amfablc  qualities, 
though  fhort  of  her  fitter's  martial  fpiritand  intrepid  courage. 
The  misfortune  was,  that  flie  was  in  the  decline  of  her  life, 
and  almoft  blind,  and  incapable  of  giving  ftrift  attention  to  the 
.  concerns  of  religion  and  the  ftatc  ;  and,  what  was  ftill  worfc, 
had  been  married  to  a  proud  and  ilUnatured  hufband,  who  had 
dared,  even  in  the  late  queen's  time,  to  treat  her,  not  with 
bare  contempt  only,  but  with  brutilh  cruelty,  though  he  owed 
all  his  fortune  and  advancement  to  that  generous  princefs ; 
but  now  much  more,  when  he  was  puffced  by  his  ambition 
tp  grafp  at  the  folc  government  of  affairs,  and  to  deprive  her 
at  once  of  the  regal  power  and  dignity,  by  the  moft  violent  and 
inhuman  means,  and  then  to  ufe  all  his  power  and  authority  to 
extirpate  the  chriftian  religion  out  of  the  kingdom,  againft  which 
he  had  ever  borne  an  irrccohcileablc  though  concealed  antipa- 
thy ;  in  both  which  he  fucceeded  but  too  well,  as  the  fcqucl 
will  qiiicHy  fhew. 

This  ungrateful  wretch  was  of  no  higher  extrad  than  the 
fon  of  a  flavc ;  the  late  queen,  who,  frbm  their  very  infancy, 
ha^  conceived  fuch  afriehdfhipfor  him,  that  (he  honoured  him 
with  her  own  name  Mona  Ztngha^  and  when  (he  came  to  be  an 
pofTeiEonof  the  throne,  iraifed  him,  bv  degrees,  to  the  dignity 
of  her  chief  general.    We  have  lately  feen  how  (he  had  pre- 
veiled  upon  him  to  join  with'  her  in  the  ftratagem  of  the  pre- 
tended miraculous  crucifix,  though  a  (launch-zealot  of  the  (7|V 
agan  fed,  but  had  left  the  court  foon  after,  and  had  retired  to 
.fome  difiance  from  it,  when  he  perceived  that  artifice  was  to 
be  a  prelude  to  her  returning  to  the  chriftian  religion,   and 
eftabli(bing  it  in  her  dominipns  8  ^  but  upon  hearing  that  the. 
marriage  of  the  princefs  Barbara  with  Don  John^  formerly 
"  mentioned,  a  prince  of  the  blood,  was  annulled  on  account 
,  of  his  bigamy,  he  demanded  her  for  himfelf  in  fuch  a  haughty 
manner,  as  gives  one  reafon  to  fufpecSl,  that  her  fear ,  of  his  be- 
traying the  fecrct  above-mentioned,  and  raifiog  fome  revolt 
upon  it,  was  the  only  motive  which  had  forced  her  to  confent. 
His  barbarous  ufage  of  that  princefs,  after  his  marriage  to  her, 
had  obliged  her,  as  was  latefy  hinted,  to  refuge  herfclf  in  the 
royal  palac^,  whence  he  had  the  infolence  to  fetch  her  quick- 
ly after ;  for  which  the  ej^afperated  queen  had  well-nigh  or- 
dered him  \o  be  cut  in  pieces  before  her  face,  but  that  the 
good  father,  in  hopes  of  making  a  convert  of  him,  had,  with 
fome  difficulty,  obtained  his  pardo^and  anticnt  poft,  though 
ivithout  bping  able  toinfpire  him  with  theleaft  favourable  feo- 
jtimcnt  towards  cbriftianity.     On  the  contrary,  he  inveuited 
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one  of  the  moft  hellifli  accufattons  againft  htm,  in  order  to  i.t^'ihUtlh  dt- 
ftroy  both  him  and  his  religion.     He  gave  out  that  the  latc*^'^^  ^- 
queen  had  been  poifoned  by  foixie  favourite  Eurapfan  diflics,^'*'^^^* 
with  which  Brother  Ignatio  ufed  to  regale  her  during  her  h9y^^-. 
ficlcnefs  ;  and  attributed  his  wife's  blindnefs  and  lamenefs  to 
fome  fortilege,  or  charm,  which  the  convent  had  made  ufe  of 
againft  her.    He  had  even  perfuaded,  or  rather  forced,  his 
queen  to  confent  that  fome  of  his  Singhillos  (hould  be  fent 

for,  and  obliged  her  to  fubmit  to  their  conjuring  arts,  to  coun* 

terchanh  herdiftemper. . 

Thh  good  father,  inftead  of  being  intimidated  at  thefe  falfe^^^  ^uefff 
accufatlons,  as  was  expe£led,  came  boldly  to  the  palace,  and  reproved 
publicly  blamed  her  majefty  for.  fufFering  herfelf  to  be  feduccdyir  her 
by  chore  jugglers ;  and,  with  no  lefs  zeal  than  iirength  of  ar*  weaknefi^ 
gument,  convinced  her,  before  the  whole  court,  both  of  the 
folly  and  guilt  of  giving  way  to  fuch  impious  fuperftitions  ^ 
threatening,  moreover,  to  leave  her  dominions,  and  carry  off 
all  the  crofles  and  other  religious  utenfils,  from  which  alone 
fhe  could  receive  any  help,  and  abandon   her  and  her  fub* 
jc6ls  to  the  ftill  worfe  fate. fhe  had  reafon  to  expe6t  her  apof- 
tacy  would  foon  draw  upon  her  and  them.     To  this  fev^re  ^^  dole* 
and  threatening  reproof,  the  affrighted  queen,  who  had  then/*^  ^P^^' 
upon  her  the  countercharms  which  the  Singhillos  had  caufed^  andrg* 
to  be  made  (S),  after  a  very  deep  %h,  excufed  herfelf,  with/^^^'*^"^ - 
great  vehemence,  in  terms  to  this  effed;  •*  That  fee  was  a 
>^  woman,  and  confequently  a  weak  creature ;  feated  on  a  tot- 
*'  tering  throne,  deprived  of  her  fight,  and  ioaden  with  age  and 
**  difeafes,  and  tyrannized  by  the^man  who  pwedallhis  fortune 
*'  to  her.  All  which,  duly  weighed^  (he  hoped  would  in  fome     . 
^^  meafiire  extenuate  her  fault.  That  asto  the  charms 'they  had  - 
f '  forced  her  to  put  on,  ihe  detcfl^d  tbe^i  from  her  heart,  and     . 

(S)  The  qaeenV  moft  painfal  ontfuccefs;  opon  which  they 

ailment  being  caufed  by  a  (yreU  adyifed  ber  to  caafe  all  the  iron 

liog  in  her  legs,  >  one  of  thofe  implements  ^hich  had  been  ufed 

jugglers  had  the  afT^rance  to  fay,  in  digging   and  filling  up  her 

that  the  foul  qf  the  late  queen  ^^r*^  grave,  to  be  forged  into 

had  Inflidleid  it   upon  her,  for  rings  of  different  iizes,  and  ap- 

neglcding  to  order  fuch  a  Tom-  plied  to  her  legs  and  toes ;  an4 

bo  as    was    ufed   to  crowned  thefe  were  the  chafms  which  (he 

heads  after  their  deceafe ;  and  had  on  when  the  good  father 

advifed  her -to  quit  the  royal  came  to  her,  and  which  the  pi-e- 

palace,  and  retire  to  her  own,  tended  conjurers  had  promifed 

-which  would  put  her  oat  of  th^  heijRrotilddifable the  fpirit  from 

power  of  the  refeoiiting  fpirit.  doing  her  any  farther  hiirt  ( 1 5), 
'    She  confented  to  it,  but  with- 

(15]  Lahaf  tx  Cava»,  uii  fufi'  p^Z^i,  &ffp 
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c^  toconVince  bim  of  it,  fiieafiured  him  they  flnndd  be  taken 
*^  ofF  before  fun  fet,  and  delivered,  into  bis  htodstodowith 
««  theni  as  he  fhould  think  fit^/* 
Her  huf*       She  did  fo  accordingly,  and  (ent  them  to  the  tonvcnt  by 
hand  en-    the  hands  of  her  fecretary  }  which  fo  far  exafpemted  her  huO- 
ragedat    band  and  the  whole  Giagan  fed»  that  they  refblved  to  mafia- 
ity  and  a'  ere  ^11  the  Capuchins  and  Europeans^  and  even  the  queen  her-* 
gainft  the  fclf,  rather  than  liiflFer  them  to  have  fuch  an  afcendant  over 
^hrijtiam*  her.     They  did  not,  however,  proceed  to  fuch  an  open  vio- 
lence, but  contented  themfelves  with  interdkSling  them  the 
ufe  of  their  churches,  appearing  at  court,  and  performing  any 
of  their  eccleiiaftical  fundions.     Mona  Zingha  was  by   this 
time  become  fo  powerful,  and  had  the  addrefs  to  gain  fo  many 
of  the  chriftian  ofikers,  both  of  the  court  and  army,  to  his  in- 
tereft,  by  his  extmordinary  prefents,  that  he  made  no  fcruple 
to  propcKfe  to  the  council  the  deftroying  of  the  new  city  of 
j5^.  Mary  Metamhay  built  by  the  late  queen,  and,  according 
to  die  ufiial  pradice  of  antient  times,  to  build   another  in  its 
Aead,  on  fome  other  (pot.    But  he  had  the  mortification  to 
hear  his  propofal  rejeded  by  thofe  worthy  counfeilors,  who 
«afily  perceived,  through  that  artifice,  his  real  defign  of  de- 
ftroying all  the  churches,  and  of  reviving  the  old  Giagan  ido- 
latry, at  which  he  was  fb  highly  exafperated,  that  he  im** 
Vts  defigns  ^^ediately  retired  to  his  own  e&ate,  under  a  pretence  of  never 
€tga%n$       vMiiZ  meddling  with  ftate  affairs,  but  in  reality  with  full  de* 
them  and  fign  to  concert  meaiures  'for  engroffing  the  whole  manage* 
ibt  queen^  ment  of  them,  by  depriving  his  wife  of  her  Ufe  and  crown^ 

and  feiziflg  tupcm  thethronv. 
dtfconeert'     ^£  ^^*^  amef&nger  to  her  accordingly,  defiring  her  to  ir- 
idhy  the  pair  to  iiis  iidufe^  ^i^ere  he  had  fome  important  bufitiefs  to 
father,     ;  communicate  to'.ber  ;  of  whicfaihe  fent  notice  to  the  council, 
and  to  the  father  Capuchin,  who  advifed  her  to  decline  the  in- 
vitation, on-pret^xt  of  her  illnefs,  and  the  inclemency  of  the 
ieafon.  At  the  fame  time  the  old  father  propofed,  that,  in  or- 
der 10  make  the  old  general  fenfible  how  little  they  feared  ei- 
ther his  power  or  artifices,  that  the  queen  (hould  repair  tbe 
next  day,  attended  by  a  ftrong  guard,  to  the  church,  to  hear 
:ttiafs,  and  to  continue  doing  fo  folr  fome  time.    This  had  the 
defifed  efFe(5l ;  and  Mona  Zingha,  finding  all  his  meafures  dif- 
.  concerted,  begged  leave  to  retire  to  a  neighbouring  province, 
under  his  government,  for  the  recovery  of  his  health  -,  but  here 
he  was  %ain  difconcerted  i  and  the.council  having  deliberated 
upon  it,  fent  him  an  eacprefs  prohibition  to  jlir'  out  of  Jtdih' 
tamba  '. 

*  Cavaz.  u|)i  fup.  p.  313,  &  feq.       ?  Ibid.  p.  332,  &  iexi 

TH5T 


Digitized 


by  Google 


C.  4*  *^  IBugd&m  4f  Angola.  jsM^s 

Thby  were,  not  long  aftear,  hcjwevcr,  guilty  df  a  firtal  error,  hfint  /» 
in  fending  him,  at  thfe  head  of  an  army,  to  liigprefs  a  xvfAxfuffnfim 
in  one  of  the  frontiers ;  whence  being  returned  vidoriotfs,  xtAtivoU. 
laden  with  fpoils,  and   a  vaft  number  of  flaves,  he  tfaon^C 
himfelf  ftrong  enough  to  revive  the  Gimgan  rites,  and  facri-  ^ 

fice  a  hetacomb  to  Ae  manes  <rf  the  late  queen.    The  good 
father  was  quidcty  appdfeddof  it,  and  loft  no  time  to  inform 
the  council  of  the  preparations  that  were  making  for  that  hd** 
lifti  ceremony.    The  queen  being  prefcnt  at  it,  he  exprtfflM 
himfdfin  fuch  sceatous  and  pathetic  <termK,ateut  the  impietf 
and  dangerous  coniequences  of  fofiiaing  fuch  impious  f  ites,  aa 
id^ew  tears  from  them  ail ;  and  an  expf efs  mefienger  was  dif* 
patched  with  all  fpeed,  to  be  more  fiiUy  tnfopmed  of  the  truthv  Blindstig 
Thegeneraleafilygueffedatthemeaningofhiserrand;  andfear-  council^ 
\b%  the  refentmentof  the  qiieeti  and  councilyafifwell  as  the  fevere  and  out^ 
edids  of  the  kte  queen  j  which  were  ftill  in  force,  immediate-  tvUs  the 
ly  difpatchcd  another  to  Meiamba^  to  acquaint  the  boafd,'/tf/*^> 
that  he  had  no  other  view  in  bringfaig  thefe  flaves  with  him, 
than  to  fend  them  over  to  the  PortugtLSfe^  to  whom  the  realm 
was  in  arrears  for  a  great  number  of  them.    This  he  accom- 
panied with  a  great  many  folemn  proteftations,  which  wouli 
have  ftood  him  in  little  ftead,  had  he  not  fefit  with  them  feme 
confiderable  prefents,  and,  in  particular,  a  good  quantity  of 
European  wine,  to  give  a  fanSlon  to  his^eKCufe,  and  ftop  tht 
mouths  of  thofe  mercenary  counfellors ;  whith  it  did^  eflFec* 
•tuallyt  that  not  a  wdrd  more  was  iaid  about  lus  fanpieus  ifap** 
fign  ^. 

^H'e  did  not  forget  to  fend  fomc<rfit  tothejgood  Capuchin, quAww  ht 
^ut  with  a  much  more  villainous  view,  as  he  knew  him  to  be  poifim  ina 
the  chief  perfonwho  had  informed  the  countil  agairift  \iim*^prefentof 
but,  to  prevent  fufpicion,  prefented  him  only  with  a  fmallw/w; 
quantity,  to  beufcd  at  the  mafs  j  adding,  however,  that  if  it  .  ,66j, 
proved  atceptable  to  him,  he  would  fupply  him  with  a  laiger, 
TThe  good  father,  little  fufp^Sing  his  defign,  was  weak  enough 
to  drink  about  two  glafles  of  it ;  and,  in  Tefe  than  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  felt  himfelf  fcized  with  the  moft  violent  convulfiont 
JA  his  bowels,  and  all  other  dreadful  fymj^oms  of  his  being 
,  fioiibaed.    A  ftrosig  antidote  was  immediately  adminifliered 
to  him,  which  helped  Jtim  to  difchai^ge  agreat  part  of  the  poi*- 
idnj'.notwithftanding  whidi,  lie  continued  feveral  days  inAi^^ 
H  difmal  ftate,  that  they  did  not  exp^  his  Itfe.    He  recover-  hit  reco^ 
ed,  however,  with  great  difficulty  ;  but  the  poifon  left  fuch  a  q,ers^  and 
torpor  and  townefe  of  fpirits  upon  him,  as  quite  difabled  him  retires  /« 
Ifom  bis  ttfual  fundions,  and  obliged  him,  though  not  without  Loanda, 

*  CtilMrZt^  l*i  flip.  p.  3  56,  &  fcq. 
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^^  extreme  regret,  to  abandon  his  beloved  miffion,  and  to  retire 
to  Loanda  (T),  leaving  only  the  good  ol&Gabrie/y  a  lay  bro- 
ther, to  take  c^re  of  the  convent;  for  the  other  mifiionaries 
ivere  all  dead.  But,  upon  his  arrival  at  Loanda,  he  difpatch- 
ed  Father  Birnard  de  Cattilinno ;  who  dying  foon  after,  was 
'  fuccceded  by  Father  John  Baptijl  Salifano. 

nefMeen*s  Ih  the  mean  time,  the  queen'js  diflemper  daily  increafing,* 
fifitmftr  her  b9n)and  gave  the  father  leave  not  only  to  attend  her,  but 
^rngmnts,  ^  perform  the  divine  fcrvice  at  the  church  as  ufual  j  and 
would  even  fometimes  affift  at  it.  For  as  he  aimed  at  nothing 
lefs  than  the  crown,  it  was  not  his  intereft  to  betray  his  aver- 
fion  to  chriftianity,  left  that  (bould  obftru£t  his  elevation  to  it, 
especially  ^  he  bad  reafon  to  jtl^nk  it  codd  not  belong  before  her 


(T)  As  we  a  formerly  apprifed 
the  reader  *  that  this  is  the  good 
Capuchio  fo  often  quoted  in  the 
margin,  and  from  whom  alone 
we  have  received  all  the,  fur- 
prifihjg  particulars  of  the  life  and 
jreign  pf  that  extraordinary 
princefs  qpeen  Zingha,  as  well 
as  the  melancholy  ones  of  her  un- 
happy fifter,  now  on  the  throne, 
He  doubtlefs  will  not  be  difpleAf- 
cd  to  know  what  became  of  this 
agealoiis  and  pious  father,  after 
his  departure  from  her  court. 

He  arrived  fafe  at  I^anda, 
where,  notwithilandiiig  .his  ill 
ftate^of  health,  he  fUll  applied 
himfelf  to  the/ervice  of  his  flaif- 
fion,  and  making  e^curiions  in- 
to the  neighbouring  provinces, 
confirming  the  old,  and  ftili  mak- 
ing new  converts  to  chriftia- 
nity,  till  the  year  1666,  when  a 
more  important  commiilion,  the 
procuring  a  new  fupply  of  mif- 
fionaries  for  thofe  parts,  called 
him  back  into  Europe^  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  court  of  Jhrne^ 
to  lay  before  the  pope  and  con- 
gregation de  propaganda ^de,  the 
true  flate  of  the  AngoHc  and  ^' 
tambie  miilions. 

He  arrived  there  an.  1668, 


and  the  reception  he  met  from 
both  was  fuch  as  his  piety,  zeal, 
and  exemplary  yperit  might  jail- 
ly  challenge  from  them.  The 
account  he  gave  them  of  his 
travels,  labours,  and  fuccefs,  af- 
forded them  allfpoflible  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  the  fuccefs  of  his  nego- 
tiation proved  fuch  as  he  wiflied. 
A  number  of  frefti  volunteers  of 
his  order  were  appointed  to  ac- 
company him  back  to  the  king- 
dom of  L9atida^  in  order  to  be 
difperfed  thence  into  fuch  pro- 
vinces a5  ftood  mo  ft  in  need  of 
them,  whil^  he  was  conftitute^ 
prefed  and  chief  diredor  pf  tha^ 
mifTion.  . 

P3[e  fet  fail  with  them  accord- 
ingly fof  Angola,  an,  1670,  and 
arrived  fafely  there,  on  the  fame 
year  ;  but  what  their  fuccefs 
wa?,  what  new  converfions  and 
difcoveries  he  made  there,  and 
what  became  of  him  at  laft,  we 
have  not  been  able, to  learn.  The 
few  remains  we  have,  of  the 
reigns  of  queen  Barbara  and 
hertyrannic  huihand^  were  fince 
conveyed  by  him  to  his  fuccef- 
fgr  Father  John  Baptifta  Salifa^ 
MO,  an4  added  to  his  own  rela- 
tion (16). 


f  See  be/ore, p.  ap  (E),     Ci6j  labatprefat^  r»  iib*  1 6f  Itb*  iv.  p.  340,  &fif.. 
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death  opened  tfae  way  to  him  to  the  fucceffion.    He  was  not  Her  dgath 
miflaken  in  his  reckonings  that  princefs  dying  foon  after,  quite  andhurial^ 
worn-out  with  age,  difeafes,  and  grief,  after  a  fhort  reign,  or    i666« 
\    rather  jpiferable  flavery,  of  about  t\70  years  and  a  half,  on 
;  the  24th  of  March  of  tne  following  year  \  after  having  given 
to  Father  Salifanoy  who  had  been  permitted  to  attend  her  all 
,  this  while,  the  moft  lively  tokens  of  repentance  for  her  late 
apoftacy.     She  was,  according  to  her  defire,  buried  like  her 
Mer,  in  a  Capuchin  drefs,  and  depoflted  by  her  in  the  church 
of  St.  Ann  J  with  fuitable  ceremony ;  after  which  her  hufband 
loft  no  time  to  get  himfelf  eleSed,  and  had  fo  well  concerted 
his  meafures,  that  he  gained  it  without  difficulty  or  oppofi- 
jtion. 

The  ceremony  was  fcarcely  over,  before  he  publicly  pulled  Succeeded 
off  the  maflc ;  and  began  to  give  the  moft  pregnant  as  well  as  ^,Mona 
mortifying  marks  both  of  his  abhorrence  of  chriftianity,  and  of  ^^"fi'**' 
the  moft  confirmed  attachment  to  all  the  abominable  rites  of^f^'^-'' 
the Giagan  fed.  The  firft  which  he  fct  on  foot  was  to  caufe  five  ^  '    ''.  ^ 
young  ladies  of  the  firft  rank  to  be  buried  alive  in  his  wife's  j*,v,^^|,^^ 
grave.  He  did  not  dare  venture  upon  a  greater  number;  tho',  a/J^e  and 
according  to  the  ritual  of  that  acciirfcd  fc<^,  her.  rank  would  other) fa^ 
have  required,  at  leaft,  70.     But  his  thirft  of  blood  did  not  crificed. 
long  fuffcr  him  to  ftop  there,  before  he  facrificed  43  of  the 
moft  confiderable  perfons  of  the  realm,  for  no  other  crime  than 
their  warm  and  exemplary  zeal  for  chriftianity,  and  their 
having,  been,  on  that  account,  very  great  favourites  of  the  late 
queen  Ztngha\  particularly  one  of  her  braveft  generals,  whom 
he  caufed  to  be  burned  by  a  flow  fire  *".     Some  others  he 
caufed  to  be  tortured  to  death,  in  order  to  extort  from  them 
feme  accufation  againft  the  miffionaries,  which  might  aftbrd 
him  a  pretend  to  exterminate  them  and  their  difciples. 

He  had  the  boldncfs,  fome  time  after  thefe  dreadful  perfecu-  Writes  to 
tions,  to  write  to  the  viceroy  of  Loanda^  to  notify  his  ele£^ion,  the  vice^ 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  acquaint  him,  that  he  had  forfakcn  the  ^9^' 
chriftian  religion,  which  he  had  formerly  embraced,  merely  out  q  , 
of  complaifance  to  the  queen  ;  and  th^t  he  was  now  return^       ^. 
to  the  antient  one  of  the  Giagas ;  and,  to  confirm  the  truth  of  * 

it  beyond  all  doubt,  ordered  ail  the  children  that  could  be 
found  under  fix  years  of  age,  to  be  inhumanly  maflacred  to 
their  infernal '  deities.     He  recalled  all   the  Singhillos,  and  Revi'ves 
was  liberal  to  them  to  fuch  a  profufe  degree,  that  they  be-  the  Gia- 
came  wholly  devoted   to  him,  would  afi  any  part  he  fet  gan  rite^» 
them  upon,  and  were  ever  promifing  him  a  happy  iffue  to  all 
his  moft  bloody  enterprifes  againft  the  chriftians.     He  caufed 
pany  of  the  middling  fort  to  be  privately  poifoned,  and  then 

J  pAVAZZT,  ybi  fjip.  p.  340,  &  feq,  ■»  Ibid.  p.  345;. 

gave 

Digitized  by  V^jOOQIC 


l6«  Tbe  Afrtom  Hiftory  (f        B.XVH. 

gsrre  out  that  their  unaccountable  deaths  were  fent  as  a  punUh- 
sncnt  for  having  abandoned  the  antient  religion  of  their  coun* 
try,  to  embrace  that  of  a  parcel  of  indigent  and  fimuihed 
jh-angers,  who  were  forced,  by  their  extreme  mifery,  to  for- 
fiike  their  native  country,  in  queft  of  a  livelihood  in  the  ricbeft 
IMTOvinces  of  JfirUa  i  aU  which  his  hired  Singhillos  t^pk  parti- 
cular care  to  confirm  and  propagate  where- ever  they  came  "• 
Offfid        By  thefe  and  the  like  impious  firatagems  and  bloody  mea* 
^nddt*      fures,  he  had  gained  fuch  an  abfoluteiway  over  hi3  Giagan  ca- 
Jeated       jnbals,  that  he  had  wdl-nigh  extirpated  chriftianity  out  of  his 
^Z^^      dominions.    He  had  totally  ruined  the  new  city  of  5.  Maria 
Joiiii.       ^  Meiamba^  together  with  all  its  chapels,  oratories,  and 
places  of  devotion,  not  fparing  even  the  great  church  of  St, 
Ann^  where  the  late  queen,  his  benef»arefs,  and  the  princefs 
his  wife,  lay  buried,  but  reduced  it  all  alike  into  a  ruinous  heap. 
He  had  done  the  fame  execution  through  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  not  only  on  the  ftaunch  cbrtftians,  but  upon  eveiy 
thing  that  bore  any  relation  to  chriilianity ;  infomuch,  that  he 
had  hardly  left  a  crofs  ftandiog  aoy-where,  when  Providence 
was  pleafed  to  put  a  fudden  fte^  to  his  career,  by  the  means 
of  Don  "John^  lately  mentioned,  who  being  now  the  onlylaw-> 
ful,  as  well  as  chriftian  heir  tq  the  crown,  was  the  propere(l 
perfon  for  them  to  have  recourie  to  in  their  prefent  ^fperale 
fiate.    He  readily  put  himfelf  at  their  head,  and,  with  what 
other  forces  he  could  procure,  attacked  the  tyrant,  who  trufted 
more  in  his  Sii^ghillos  predidEions,  and  conjuring  fuperftitionf, 
TUes  %nt9  *^*"  *°  ^'^  •'^ »  *^^  ^^  Q^  l^*"*  ^^^  ^^^  bravery  tnd  fiic^ 
an  ifiand    ^^'^y  ^^^  ^^  forced^liim  to  flee,  and  refuge  himfelf  in  an  iilaad. 
in  the       in  the  Goanza^  and  then  caufed  himfelf  to  be  procfaimed,  and 
Coanza.    acknowleged  king  ^ 

He  behaved  with  fuch  prudence  and  moderation  during  the 
few  months  of  his  rei^,  that  he  gained  the  hearts  not  only  of 
all  the  chriftians,  who  now  expe<9ed  nothing  le&  from  him 
than  the  reftoration  of  their  religion,  but  of  the  mere  civilized 
part  of  the  Metambans^  to  whom  the  tyrant  had  rendered  him- 
self odious,  on  account  of  the  late  cruelties  be  had  exercifed 
againft  them .  One  of  his  firft  cares,  after  his  late  fuccels,ihouJd 
have  been  to  have  purfued  and  blocked  him  up  dofely  in  the  ifiand 
in  which  he  had  intrenched  himfelf,  where  be  might  eafiiy  b«ve 
fiarved  him  and  his  few  troops,  had  he  not  withdrawn  too 
foon  away,  and,  by  that  wrong  ftep,  afforded  him  an  oppor- 
Ptfi0ts      ^^^^^  ^i  fcraping  up  again  bis  fcattered  Giagas^  and  tried  his 
0ndUlh    fortune  once  more  againft  him.    In  this  fccond  fight  Don 
i>a0  John.  J^f^  was  unfortunately  defeated  and  killed,  and  Mwa  Zif^b^ 

"  Cavaz.  ap.  Labat,  ubi  fup,  p.  ^41.      •  £  Ibid.  p.  356^ 
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had  110  fconer  recovered  his  dominions,  than  he  be^  to  piir« 
ftie  his  butcheries  with  more  fury  than  ever,  when,  on  a 
ftidden,  heaven  declared  itfelf  once  more  againft  him,  and  h4Ufuit4i 
the  brave  Don  Francifay  the  fon  of  the  deceafed  Don  Jcbn,  atulfituM 
having  raifed  fome  frefh  forces  againft  him,  put  an  end  to  his  ^  ^^ 
life  and  tyranny  in  the  very  next  engagement  he  had  with  Frw€iii»» 
hini.  '  This  young  prince,  who  had  been  a  chriftian  from  fai&  *^^  " 
infancy^  and  brought  up  under  the  care  of  the  miiionaries,  ^^^^^ 
being  now  the  only  fmviving  male  heir  to  the  thcone,  was  '^     V. 
quickly  raifed  to  it  by  the  general  choice  of  the  council  and  ^^.^ 
nobiJiiy,  and  applied  hta  utmoft  care  to  the  revival  of  chrifti-  atulmjHb 
anity,  vaA  to  tlMs  repatring  of  thofe  grievous  breaches  whick  ^^^  ^^ 
the  late  ttfurper  had  caufed  in  it;  but  with  what  fiicceft  our  author 
author  doth  not  inform  us,  who  clo&s  up  his  faiftory  with  the  "^inds  bis 
begimiing  of  that  monardi's  reign  P«  biftory. 

Whether,  therefore,  that  kingdom  hath  kept  die  peace 
«4uch  was  concluded  .be^iireen*queen  Zingha  and  the  Portw^ 
guefe^  or  revived  his  title  to  that  of  Angda^  we  are  no-wheve 
told,  but  only  that  tbefe  laft  have  maintained  themfelves  in 
thehr  new  omquefls  to  this  day,  and  are  ftili  in  poff^ffion  of 
the  moft  fertik  and  richeft  provinces  in  that  kin^m.  We 
obferved  brf4>ie,that  they  had,  for  form  fake,  fet  up  a  prince 
of  the  royal  blood  upon  the  Ango&c  throne,  in  oppofition  to 
queen  Ztngha^  who  was  the  immediate  behrefs  to  it,  wbidi 
gave  <occafion  to  all  the  bloody  wars  which  ifae  waged  againft 
them,  with  various  fuccefs,  till  ihe  was  prevailed  upon^  fmna 
reli^oas  mothres,  to  defift  lErom  her  claim,  and  to  hve  at 
peace  with  themi. 

As  for  the  titular  king,  m^ofe  name  was  Aaru^  or  Oaril,  Jhe  i^m 
'and  who  kept  his  refidence  upon  the  cxaggy  rocks  of  Maopm^fiMe  qf 
go  %  ihtf  bad  taken  care  fo  to  curtail  b<^  his  power  and  his  thofetitu-* 
donainkms,  that  he  was  no  better  than  an  indium  vaffid  to  i^rpritua* 
them.    His  chief  grandeur  and  authority  confifod  in  bseed* 
ing  up  vaft  numbers  of  peacocks,  adorning  himfelf  with  their 
feathers,  and  in hisbeing  thefoleperfon whohadthatprivilege;  * 

it  being  forbidden  to  all  his  fubjeS^  under  pain  of  peqyetual   • 
flavery,  to  do  the  like,  or  even  to  pluck  a  feather  from  them^« 
However,  as  they  found  him  to  be  a.  martial  and  enterprifing  «  ^  <j 
^nce»  who  would  not  be  long  without  making  ibme  noble  *^^/^//^ 
attempt  to  enlarge  his  fcanty  boundaries,  if  not  to  recover  his  ^aged 
4c4ninions,  they  thought  fit  to  engage  him  in  a  war  agami:  agarnfi 
<pieen  Ziagba^  which  would  atonce  remove  the  fcene  of  ope-  pteen 
ration  from  their  new  conquefts,  and  keep  him  employed  Zingha* 

T   Cavaz,  ap.  Labat^  ubi  fup.  p.  353,  &  feq.  «  See  be-  / 
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ag^nft  their  enemy^  inftciad  of  enterprifingany  thiogfor  him** 

iSisfrcee/s  Hb  according  acquitted  himfelf  with  honour  and  fuccefs  in 
^kHgis  the  this  war,  fo  long  as  they  continued  fupporttng  him  in  it,  that  is,  till 
Portu-  jealoufy  made  them  Hacken  their  fuccours,  through  an  ill-judg* 
guefe/tf  cd  policy,  which,  as  we  have  fccn  a  little  higher,  they  quickly 
drop^  him,  ^ftcr  found  caufe  to  repent.  However,  he  did  not  long.fur- 
vive  his  difappointment ;  upon  which  they  caft  their  eyes  upon 
another  prince  of  the  fame  family,  named  N-goJa  Sedejio  ; 
and  having  confined  him  to  the  fame  reftridions,  and  obliged 
him  to  become  a  chriftian,  caufed  him  to  be  proclaimed  his 
focceflbr,  and  to  be  invefted  with  the  fame  mock  royalty. 

The  Mew  Ung,  who  liked  the  Portuguefe  ana  their  hard 
terms  no  better  than  his  predeceflbr,  made  it  his  firft  and 
chiefeft  care  to  keep  himfelf  in  the  good  graces  and  protection 
^f  queen  Zingba^  by  fuch  valuable  yearly  prefents  as  he  was 
able  to  (end  to  her.     He  ftood,  indeed,  in  great  need  of  it,  as 
he  was  no  left  out  of  favour  with  the  Portuguefe^  who,  from 
leveral,  of  his  a£Hons)  had  reaibn  to  fuppofe  that  he  had  apof* 
tatized,  a«id  was  become  a  private  enemy  both  to  the  Portu^ 
guefe  and  their  religion,  though  he  ftill  made  outward  profef-  . 
fion  of  chriftianity.    This  diffimulation,  which  might  probar 
bly  be  owinff  to  his  fear  of  difobliging  that  princefs,  who  was, 
as  we  have  Siewn  in  the  latter  part  of  her  life,  a  moft  zealoua 
patroneis  of  chriftianity,  rather  than  to  any  danger  of  the 
P^r/AT^i^  dethroning  him  during  her  life,  or  her  fifter's.  But 
after  her  bufband  Mona  Zinghaj  who  fucceeded*  her,  had  de- 
dared  himfelf  a  public  enemy  to  that  religion  and  nation,  it  is 
Jpofia"     ^l^  unlikely  that  he  might  be  induced  to  pull  off  the  ma(k,' 
tizeif  and  ^d  not  only  to  return  to  his  old  idolatry,  but  make  fome 
isjiain.     brave  attempt  to  recover  his  dominions  from  them.     This 
brought  a  grievous  war  upon  him  by   the  next  year,   in 
which  be  had  the  ill  fortune  to  be  defeated  and  taken  pri-^ 
His  head  foncr.     The  lofs  of  this  battle  was  foon  followed  by  that  of 
fent  to       his  head,  which  was  put  in  fait  pickle,  and  fent  froir)  Lodnda 
Lifbon  in  to  Lijhan  by  the  next  fleet,  which  failed  thence  on  the  following 
fickk.       year «.  . 

nenflttf  With  his  death  ended  the  fmall  remains,  or  rather  the 
the  Ad!B>'  mere  (hew  and  (hadow,  of  the  Jngolic  liberty,  and  with  it  we 
lie  hiftory  are  obliged  to  end  the  hiftory  of  it.  The  Portugueje  being 
mirapt  up  now  become  abfolute  mafters  of  the  whole,  or  at  ieaft  of  the 
inohfcuri'  beft  provinces  of  the  kingdom,  had  now  nothing  left' to  do  but 
tji»  to  keep  them  under  their  fubjediori,  by  the  moft  arbitrary  im- 

pofts  and  exa£lions  on  the  antient  native  lords,  and  to  rule 


'  *  La  Croix,  Dapper,  &  al*  ubi  fup. 
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over  thofe  tributary  rulers  with  a  tyrannic  fway,  and  by  Tucb  efpedalif 
other  politic  means  as  we  are'  not  likely  to  be  informed  of  in  'with  re^ 
hafte  by  any  of  their  writers.     Thofe  who  have  hitherto  men-  fpe^  /• 
tioned  thefc  their  conquefts  in  Ethiopia^  and  other  parts  of  <^ifii4ad^ 
Africa^  have  endeavoured  to  palliate^  the  ifeeming  injuftice  (X* 
of  thcoi,  by  reprefenting  the  planting  of  chriftianity  amongft 
ihem  as  a  more  than  fui&cient  amends  for  the  lofi  of  their  li- 
berty. 

'   We  will  not  take  upon  us  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  that  fy^  ^. 
plea,   nor  enquire  how  far  the  religion  they  have  planted  J&i<i;/;^ 
among  them  deferves  the  name  of  chriftianity,  much  lefs  whe-  Angola 
ther  the  propagating  of  it,  which  is  pretended  to  be  the  chief /»/i/^^ei^ 
motive  of  their  fubduing  fo  many  countries,  were  either  really  under 
fuch,  or,  if  fo,  whether  it  be  juflifiable  beforcGod.  The apoftles  ^<»«^  of 
and  primitive  preachers  of  the  gofpel  never  countenanced  it ;  ^onvirfiou* 
and,  though  frequently  loaden  with  fetters,  never  impoftd  any 
on  their  converts,  as  an  excellent  bifliop  of  their  church  juftly 
urged,  before  the  emperor  Charles  and  his  council  ^    All  that  B9th 
we  think  ourfdves  boMnd  to  fay  as  impartial  hiftorians,  is,  that  equaiiy 
that  plea  might  have  beeninfifled  on  with  a  better  grace,  \i  f greed  t^^^ 
the  converfion,  perfeverance,  and  compliance,  fo  far  as  relates  ^  them. 
to  ^he  morals  of  thofe  fubdued  neophytes,  did  not  fo  plainly  ap-< 
pear,  even  from  their  ovm  writing,  to  have  been,  like  their 
fubmiffiveflavery,  more  the  effedot  a  fuperior  force  in  the*  con^ 
querors,  than  of  either  cpnvidion  or  choice  in  the  conquered  u; 
which  gives  us  but  too^much  cailfe  to  fufped  that  they  have 
reprefented  the  ftate  of  chriftianity  in  thofe  parts,  in  an  advan- 
tageoua  rather  than  in  a  true  and  genuine  light     ' 

However  that  be,  we  do  not  read  that  the  Portuguefe  go-  The/ole 
vernment  have  thought  it  proper,  or  perhaps  fafe,  to  amufe  their^<w^r». 
JngBlic  fubjcSs  with  the  4>cciousihcwot'a  mock  monarch  of  metaoftht 
their  nation,  fince  the  death  of  the  revolted  N-goia  Sedejto  kingdom 
.above-mentioned,  but  have  copimitted  the  folc  command  of  'vejiedin 
the  kingdom  to  the  vidcroy  of  i&^^  and  his  council;  who,  f he 'vice* 
whatever  decay  or  difafter  may  have  attended  the  ftate  of  ''^J- 
chriftianity,  for  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of  miifionaries, 
or  fincerity  in  their  new  converts,  have  taken  all  due  care,  we 
may  rcafonably  fuppofe,  .  to  fecure  their  dominions,  and  the 
advantages  of  their  extenuve  and  beneficial  commerce  in  all 
thefe  parts*  ,  ,   . 

t  Epifcop.de  las  Cafas  orat.  Carol,  imperat.  "  See  before, 

;  •    •    ••  M      •.  . 
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a>i  the  idxk^ti  Hiftiffy  Iff        B.XVIK 

CHAP.    V. 
^e  mjimy  of  the  Kingdom  of  Loango. 

loaiffio     'T^  H  E  kingdom  of  Loango^  or,  as  others  write  it,  'Laanga 

Sfrntmbef'    X     ^^^  LooangOy  is  the  third  and  laft  which,  we  obferved 

§dfrm      befoie  \  was  a  (xart  of  the  great  kingdom  of  Kango^  when  in 

the  king-    its  utmofl  extent,  hut  was  afterwards  difmembered  from  it^ 

dm  of       and,»  like  that  oijbigola^  fpoken  of  in  the  foregoing  chapter, 

Kongo,     ereifted  it&lf  into,  a  fcparate  and  independent  kingdom,  under 

princes  of  their  own.    They  had  enjoyed  their  own  monarchs 

long  enougb  hefpre  th^kJfncan  parts  were  vifited  by  the  Eu- 

ropeans.^ug\i  it;  is  probable  that  they  did  not  (bake  off  the 

Kang^ep  ;oke,  nor  cqalefced  into  one  government,  all  at  once, 

but  ^duallyt  and  at  fome  diftaace  oftlme,  under  their  rer 

fpe^ive  chiefs,  under  whi^b  they  formed  a  pumb^r  of  fmall 

cftatesi  till  fome  qne  pf  them  grew  powerful  enough  to  fuh* 

due  all  the  reft  ^.  It  was  forpierly  ci^Jled  th  Land  oftbeOra^ 

WlsueifomaSj  wha  were  the  anticntinJiabitaAtsof  it;  they  are  now 

oilUd.      called  Lova.ngaSf  and  Xoangas^  from  ^he  metropolis  of  the 

kingdom  LavaifgQ^.  of  whi^  we  ibajl ,  fpeak  in  its  proper 

SEC  T.    L 

The  Situation^  EicSM^  Limits^  Bivifimy  &c.  of  tb^  Kuig^ 
dom  ofLo^ngp. 

Its  txtent  T'^'S  kingdom  extends  itfelf  along  the  Jfrican  caaft  from 
from  N  to  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^'  C!«'Aww,'  und«r  the  2d  dcgr,  of  fouth  la- 
'^^  titude^  foutkwards,  to  the  fmall  river  of  Lovaf^a  Lout/us^  on 

the  5thdegr.  of  the  iame,  that  is  the  length  of  three  degr.  or 
180  miles,  from  north  to  fouth,  according  to  the  generality 
of  our  modern  geographers^c  •  though  ibme  have  ftretched  k 
to  a  much  greater  length  ;  viz.  from  the  cape  of  L^^^  Gonza-' 
ks  on  the  north,  quite  to  the  river  Zain  on  the  fouth,  where^ 
according  to  Brandy  that  river  divides  it  from  the  kingdom  of 
Kongo  proper  <*,  according  to  which  it  would  extend  itfelf  ^beve 
five  degr.  and.a  half,  or  350  miles  $  but  this  extravagant  ex- 

*  See  before,  p.  19,  &  fcq.  ^  Vid.  Picafbt.  0.5,  4r 

II.  Jarric,  Purch.  Relat.  1.  vii.  c.  10.  La  Croix,  vol.  !• 
1.  iii.  c.  K  Davity*  Dapper,  Labat,  lib.  iii.  p.  415.  &  al. 
p]ur»  ^  Lopez  ap.  Pigafet.  ubifup.  5  Bruno 

Navigat.  in  Afric 
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C.  5«       '        ^'$be  Kingdom  of  l^omgol  af^ 

lent  is  juftly  rejeScd,  and  the  boundaries  agreed  by  the  lafcft* 
wnters  S  to  be  the  cape  of  St,  Cohering  and  the  river  Lovan^ 
da  above-mentioned,  and  the  true  extent  of  the  whole  king- 
dom from  north  to  fouth  to  be  only  from  the  2d  to  the  5th 
degr.  of  foijth  latitude  abovefaid  (A). 

It  firetches  itfelf  from  weft  to  eaft,  or  from  Cape  Negro  on  Prom  W. 
Ac  Ethiopic  coaft  to  the  inland,  towards  the  BuchumeUan  to  E. 
fountains,  (fo  called  from  their  vaft  quantity  of  ivory,  and 
'  droves  of  elephants)  about  300  miles.  It  hath  on  the  north 
the  countries  of  the  Jmbaus^  on  the  eaft  the  territories  of  Pem^ 
h  Sundiy  from  thelaft  of  which  it  is  parted  by  the  Zairc^  and 
on  the  fouth  the  kingdoms  of  Ca<onga  and  Angoy^  and  farther 
eaftwards  the  country  of  the  P^»^^i7/3r^2/^x  ^. 

The  kingdom  is  divided  into  four  principal  provinces  ;^f//as.  DMJhn* 
Lwangiriy  Lovango-mongOy  Chihngg^  and  Piri, 

LovANGiRi  is  moftly  watered  by  abundance  pf  fmall  ri-  ,     ift, 
▼crs,  very  fertile  and  well  inhabited.  The  natives  apply  them-  LovaA* 
ft\ves  chiefly  to  the  cultivating  of  their  grounds,  except  a  giri. 
fmaU  part,  wbidi  are  employed  in  the  weaving  of  cloths  and! 
linen  ;  notwidiftanding  which,  they  are  reckoned  better  fol- 
diers  than  thofe  of  the  other  three  provinces.  They  live  moftly 
upon  fiih,  though  their  country  produces  much  the  fame  va- 
'  riety  of  grain,  fruits^  and  other  provifions^  and  breeds  much 
the  fame  forts  of  tame  and  wiI4  beafts,  fowls^  .^c.  that  have 
been  defcribed  in  the  two  foregoing  chapters,  and  on  which 
we  need  not  therefore  dwell  any  longer.    This  is  the  moft 
fouthern  province  in  the  kingdomj  and  borders  upon  that  of 
€iac9ng$. 

"^  Vid.  Davit Y,  Dafpbr,  Labat^  &al.  obi  fup.  ^  Vid. 

fii2ArET.  I^ABATj^  La  Crqix»  &  aL  fup  citat. 

•     (A)  It  is  v^y,  probable  that  able  kingdoms  o(  Cacongo  and 

Odoardo  Ispix^  from  whofe  me-  Angoy^  which  part  thofe  ofLcatt- 

moirs  Figafetta  fettled  thefe  li-  go  and  &ongo  on  that  fide,  to  be 

fDits,  might  fuppo(e  all  the  ter-  pnly  provinces  of  the  former,  .a« 

ritories  lying  between  the  capes  lying  on  the  fame  fide  of  the 

of  ^/.  Cathtrine  and  GomcaUs^  Zaire,  and   fo  concluded  that 

concerning  which  we  to  this  day  that    river    was    the   foathern 

know  fo  little,  except  the  fea-  boundary  of  it.    But  whatever 

coafb,  to  belong  to  the  kings  was  the  caufe  of  their  mifUke, 

eiLaango  on  that  fide;  and  that  experience  hath  long  fince  con- 

,  Brum  might,  in  the  like  man-  vinced  the  world  chat  it  was  a 

tter,  imagine  the.two  inconfider-  very  confiderabk  one  ( i  )• 

(i)  Vid,  La  Crcitt,  vol,  iU.  lib.  ii.  r.  z.  Vavitj,  DappOr,  Laiat,  &  ah  M 
fmpra, 

MO0.  Hist.  Vol- XVL  T  LpAWOO- 
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2d. 

Loango- 

0ODgO. 


3d. 

Cylongo. 


fkHti. 


Hri. 


LoAK60*MONGi>  Itctbnordieaftof  tM><>f£«tf%i^Ha(94«s 
fpac'toud  and  fertile,  ptcticularly  in  palm^tteet,  the  oil  of  wtufih 
is  extracted  here  in  great  quantities,  and  excellent  i».  i&  ki«d. 
The  inhabitants  are  employed  in  weavkig  of  variqly  of  lioen 
and  cloths  peculiar  to  thofe  parts  <.  And,  though  ikv^  ia  9i|  in- 
land province,  many  of  them  Mt  addt&ed  tocommerot^  vbich 
may  be  chiefly  owing  to  the  metropolis  of  the  kiogdoilH  aM 
refidence  of  its  monarchs,  being  fixed  in  Q<ie43f  the  pleaA»ti^ 
parts  of  it,  and  at  no  great  diftanCe  from  theTea^csakft  (B}»  as 
We  {hall  (hew  in  the  fequeU  -.  .; 

Cylongo,  or,  as  others  call  it,  Chyhnga^  b  a  maritime  {M- 
Yince,  and  the  largeft  and  moft  populous  of  all  the  bmt^  hi% 
fituate  between  the  rivers  of  ^Um  on  the  fotitfa,.  and  Gmki  ton 
the  north,  which  laft  divides  it  fit>m  Majumka^  t»Kei«  fiaall 
kingdpm  of  itfetf,  but  is  now  a  conquered  provihee  •f  tUi. 
Its  plains  are  fpacious  and  fertile,  and  Ihdteced  at  a  diftaoc^  by 
ridges  of  high  mountains,  and  its  inhabitants  carry  on  ^a  very 
confiderable  commerce,  efpecially  of  el^ants  ttseth^  ^'''^^ 
in  other  rei^e£is  they  are  extremely  rode  and  uopo&ib^*  Otk 
the  coaft  ftands  the  Cabo  Nepro^  or  black  cape^  fe  odlcd  Iqr 
mtitPcriugmfs^  on  account  of  tts  dark  a^iearance  ata  di&uiee, 
the  Whole  promontory  being  covered  with  tiees.  Wkbun^Ue 
of  it  the  fta  fc^n%  a  kind  of  femidide^  or  havieii^  called  by  the 
inhaUtsnts  ?%#  k§ttd  of  Mtjmnbay  and  is  about  ikalf  a  l^^e- 
longfrom  th^  promontory  above-mentionod,  to  (he  oppofite 
^fouthern  fiiore,  which  laft  lies  as  low  as  the  other  ia  .high. 
The  misfoteiitie  is^  that  the  fe%  in  hhfcflering  weather^  thmws 
fuch  vaft  heaps  of  fand  into  the  haven,  as  quite  choak  up  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Combi  ^. 

Th£  laft  |>rovince  is  that  ofPiriy  which  lies  adrth  of  diofe 
of  Cyhng$  and  Loengo-m^^^    It  k  low  and-AK^^yet  ehowofls 


s  De  his,  vid.  fop.  p.  105,  U  dib.  pftff. 
TY,  I>A^PtiL,  &  al.  ttbi  fup. 


^  La  Caoik,  Davi* 


;  ^  (B)  This  was  not  till  Tome 
time  after  Mani- loango^  one  of 
the  peity  kings  of  this  country^ 
had  had  the  good  fortune  to  fub- 
due  moft  of  the  tieighboaring 
ftatesy  and  had  diftribut'ed  thefe- 
verai  gbvernments  among  his 
iieareft  relations ;  for  ke  thten 
thought  fit  to  fettle  his  reiterate 
amon^  the  mountains  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Piri,  for  ^e  fake  of 


living  a  more  tranquil  and  n^ 
tired  life.  But  he  grew  quickly 
tired  of  his  new  aMde^  atid  re- 
moved it  nearer  to  the  .lea-fide^ 
to  the  place  if^reftre  now  ^)eak« 
mg  of,  which  hath  ^noftued 
everfiHceto  l^ethe  Bmaca^^t 
teyal  fe^itnce,  of  his  foceefibto^ 
and  not  only  ib,  hvtt  their  birth- 
place like  wife  (2)« 


(t)  ia  Crwf  j^rii.  nl  iii.  iih.  u,  c\  s*  ^  140*  ^»  Itm^  mu  l6SS« 
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with  ratetjrof&iut  and  otb^r  trco$»  »n4  b  wciU  t)<e0pJ^  ahd  cut- 
itvated.  The  lAbabitantg  af e  n^ivaily  pe^^i^i^bie,  and  fcarcely 
)m»w  wh^  W9i:  is.  They  hVv«  plenty  of  caUW  and  fowl 
.|^>tli  wild  aod  faqii^,  ^ndd^igtiumM^  ip  btintoig»  which,  . 
joined  to  the  milk  of  their  cattle,  ii  their  chief  f*^ ;  on  whteb 
JlOOpunt  they  are  faid  tQ  tenant  more  ^and  than  tbpfe  of  the 
Stthi^  three  provitKes,  and  to  1^  tl^  moft  valued  and  ikvoured 
yf  tbeir  monarch^. 

'  Thm^  arc  abundance  of  fepvns  and  viJlugw  in  all  thofe  q^^^^ 
provincesi  concerning,  mo^  of  whkb  w»  Icnpw  little  dk  but 
thf  ir  flames,  and  tifivet  indf^d,,  lipj^  WDrtj»  ou^  notice^  either 
f^  their  populou^efs,  comui^cir,  fnaMfa^Mre«,  or  elegance 
ff  boildiiig,  aa  the  refuier  will  eafily  ju^ge  l^. the  ftoft  jdefcnp- 
4lion  ve  (bdll  ^ow  give  hjm  of  thf  »etropo)is  of^U ;  which, 
ihQiigjb  mean  in  all  other  refpf<^  Co^  Europ^^n^  doth  yet  by 
^rexceed'all  the  reft. 

^  *  Ir  is  fituate;,  as  we  hiiited  a  little  hi^r^  in  the  province  Qtj  if 
4jf  L»^aig4-tno9g9ii  Wider  the  latitude  of  four  degrees  aod  a  half  Lmw9 
vmtbs  and  aWit  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  fea  coaft.    It  is  Jifiribtd. 
'it^d  L<ui«|f«,  or  Lwang^t  and  i?^z«au7  Lc^ngiri,  but  by  the 
.Halivea  i^^aW,  or  £«m,  a^d  is  very  airy  and  fpacious^  as  the 
f4i0v<ee  are  not  contiguous  to  each  other*  The  Areets  are  widc^ 
r^^od  kipt  very  dean^  and  th^  fyi^B  are  Kaed  with  patimtrees, 
lixananas  and  bacavas,  which  area  grateful  Ihelder  to  the  houiiiS 
>kei^,  and  oaoftof  tb<^of  the  be|;t^  fort  haveihe  famebehind, 
or  even  <{uite  pounds  by  w^  of  orAameint.  In  the  center  of  the  ^'  t^ 
•tity,  facing  the  royal  palace,  is  a  gieat  fitttare,  of  .a  prodipous  ^^ 
lar^eneis,  and  the  paUce  itfelf,  which  fqrine  another  iqaare  of  .    * 
a  nsile  and  a  half  in  cqmpafs^  is  fijrrouflded  with  a  palifado  of 
fblely  palm-trees.    U  confifis  of  a  vaft  nui&ber  joI-  bouies, 
among  vribicb  are  thofe  of  his  wpaEiesi,  which  are  large  enough  ^^^g^^ 
to  lodge  fevcij  or  eight  of  them  tog«th«r,  and  arc  abotit  ten  in  v  *«^«w*» 
nunsbcr.    Thefe  are  ftri^ly  guarded,  nose  of  them  being 
pernutted  to  ftir  out  without  exprefs  leave  eithet  of  the  kinj  * 
or  of  one  of  hi^  diief  miniile/s.    Thefe  women,  we  are  told,    ^ 
ilBiount  to  about.  150,  and  are  eafily  diftingur£bcd  by  their  ivo*' 
ly  bracelets ;  and  if  any  of  them  are  found  faitblefs,  both  they 
ii^d  their  paranH)urs  are  (Lire  to  be  thrown  dawn  from  the  top  Tbttr  pm^ 
of  ap  high  a^acent  mountain,  very  fteep  and  craggy,  fo  that  fnfmuni 
Ibdtf*  bodies  are  daflied  in  pieces,  before  they  have  reached^^^  ^<*<^<^ 
)i^-^way  to  the  bottpwis  and  this  fevere  punuhment  is  in-^^0^*  j 
fSSi^  without  mecc]f'i« 

TiiX  hottfes  of  the  king,  bis  haUs  of  audienoe,  and  other  T'A/  rcfd 
offices^  ai:e  oa  t^«  w^  iidfb  h<^%  the  plain  aica  a^vc-meiK  ^^^^ 

^  Coa»Fit.u>  L4  MXaTiHisafi*  BaTTtt^ca  Pteehat  Rejafc, 
lib.  vii.  c  to«  '  . 

T  a  tipn«d, 
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ItfG      '  ^       Tbi  AfrlGan  ff0ory  nf  B.  XVU: 

'  tioncd,  in  which  laft  he  holds  his  councils  of  w^r^  iii  the  fame 
manner  as  is  done  by  the  kings  of  Jfiw^o*  ;  and  there  alfo 
A  largi    -fcafts  his  prime  officers,  and  fometimes  his  whole  army.  From 
market,     this  plain  likcwife  there  runs  a  great  wide  ftreet,  fomc  muf- 
ket-fliots  from  the  place  where  there  is  a  confiderable  market 
kept  every  day,  which  begins  at  ten  o'clock,  and  where  there 
are  fold  greatqaantities  and  variety  of  palm  cloths^  as  alfo  pro* 
vifions  for  the  mouth,  as  meal,  poultry,  fiQi,  wine,  corn,  oil, 
fcff.  great  qu^mtities  of  elephants  teeth  were  formerly  fold 
likewife  at  this  place,  which  are  (ince  removed  to  the  port  of 
Afamus  Kanga.    In  this  market-place  is  alfo  a  famous  temple  and 
itbU  Mokiffo,  or  idol,  called  MMJfo  a  Loango^  which  was  held  In 

great  veneration  both  by  the  kings  and  people  5  and  Batik 
tells  us,tha4  when  he  was  there,  the  prince  who  was  tM 
reigning  was  himfelf  one  of  the  conjurers,  or,  as  he  elfewhere 
explains  that  word,  a  prieft  to  that  deity  f. 
form  of  ,       As  to  the  other  houfes  of  this  metropolis,  they  art  for  the 
ibt  hwfof.  xnoft  part  oblong,  and  covered  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  the 
'.i  middle  part  of  the  top  is  flat,  much  after  the  Italic  manner, 

and  the  reft  of  the  covering  comes  down  with  a  Hope.     The 
whole  is  fupported  by  ftout  wooden  pillars  and  crofs  beams ; 
thofe  that  fupport  the  higheft  part  are  ten    or  twelve  feet 
higher  than  the  fide  ones ;  which  laft  are  of  a  height  propel* 
tionable  to  the  largenefs  of  the  building.  - 
Common         Th£  common  houfes  have  alfo  much  the  (ame  fymmetryy 
boufitt        and  are  higher  or  lower  according  to  their  length  and  breadth. 
much  jbt   They  have  ufually  three  or  four  rooms,  as  with  us  in  Europe^ 
y5ww-  •      but  no  ftoreys  upon  one  anothen    The  rooms  in  which  they 
fiepoiit  their  money  and  other  valuables  have  commonly  a 
back-door,  which  they  fatten  with  a  padlock.     Every  houfe 
is  fenced  joand  with  a  hedge  of  palm- twigs,  canes,  bulrufhes, 
•^-      '    :  fuch-like  materials.     Softie  of  thofc  hwJges   in^lofe  fevcflt 
or  eight,  or  more  houfes.    The  families  that  dweH  in  them 
•  commonly  live  very  peaceably  and  friendly  together,  are 

faithful  to,  and  ready  to  affift,  each  other,  upon  all  occafions, 
except  when  they  fufpeft  any  one  of  magic  or  forcery.  The 
chief  furniture  of  their  houfes  confifts  in  variety  of  pots  and 
Vvj,«  kettles,  calibafhes,  bafkets,  mats,  and  benches,  where  they 

lay  their  clothes,  weapons,  and  other  utenfils  ^4 

Iroaflgo         Thb  bay  of  Loango^  though  reckoned  pretty  good,iuitb, 

hay. ' .      .neverthelefs,  a  bank  on  the  north  fide  of  its  moUth  or  entrance, 

which  runs  about  half  a  league  along  the  coaft,  and  hath  not 

lx>  ab6ve  two  iadioms  and  a  half  of  water.    But  when  one  hath 

•*  ^     got  over  it,  one  comes  to  five  fathoms  ind  a  half,  which  con« 

.    *  See  before^ p. ^9»  &  fcq.       f *  Ap<  Purchase,  ubi  fup.  vid.  & 
vol.  xiv,  p.  y^.         ^  La  Croix,  Davit.  Dapp.  Battbi,  ^^* 
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iimies  fo  till  widhtn  a  fmsdl  cannon-ihot  of  the  Iscnd,  where  one 

meets  but  with  three  fathoms,  and  a  reddifh  bottom,  and  that 

is  the  place  where  the  vefTels  commonly  anchor.     The  bay  is 

eafiiy  khown  by  the  high  reddifh  mountains  which  (hew  them-        ^ .  •  ;» 

felves  on  the  fea*fide,  and  are  different  from  all  others  on  that 

Ct>aft.     The  many  large  rivers  that  come  down  from  the  con-  Rapid  cur-^ 

tinent  caafe  the  currents  to  be  fo  ftrong  and  rapid  towards  the  ^^^^^^ .  -  ♦ 

north,  during  almoft  the  whole  year,  that  it  is  very  diiEcuIt 

to  weather  them,  and  gain  a  fouthern  courfe.    The  only 

months  in  which  this  may  be  done  with  fomewhat  greater 

(afety  and  eafc,  art  thofe  of  January^  February^  Marcb^  and 

Jprtl*i  all  the  reft  of  the  year  the  currents  flow  fo  ftrong,  that 

even  coafters  muft  keep  at  leaft  ten  or  twelve  leagues  off  the 

The  port,  or  landing  place,  of  Loango^  is  at  the  fmall  vil-  A«/  or 
l^e  of  Kanga^  two  leagues  north  of  the  Angra^  or  hay  of  AU  'village  pf. 
madias.  This  port  is  particularly  famous  for  a  Mokiflo,  or  idol ,  Kanga. 
of  the  feminine  kind,  as  its  name  G^^wi'^ri  implies.   .  Thefe -J^/''^^^' 
Mokiflbs  are  very  common  all  over  thefe  parts,  though  moft  of  ^^^*' 
tfaem  of  the  male  kind.   This  female  one  is  placed  in  a  h9ure9 
or  temple,  called  Munfa  Gomberiy  and  is  attended  bv  an  old 
prieftefs,  who,  whenever  any  of  her  feftivals  are  celebrated, 
which  9re  commonly  done  with  the  mufic  of  drums  and  hard 
drinking,  hath  an  art  to  fpeakfrom  under-ground,  and  convey 
her  vot^ce  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  people  verily  believe  it  is 
die  ftatue  that  fpeaks».  i. 

-  About  two  leagues  to  the  eaft  of  Loango  is  the  town  of  Royai 
i^^mgeri^  where  all  the  kings  are  interred  \  the  place,  which  is  tomb, 
ten  roods,  or  two  acres  and  a  half,  in  compafs,  is  furrounded 
with  a  kind  of  p^ifade  of  elephants  teeth.     The  other  towns  Otbtr 
and  places  of  note  in  this  kingdom  have  hardly,  any  thing  ^^"^'^^^ 
worth  mentioning,  except  that  they  are  commonly  the  largeft      ...      . 
which  are  neareft  the  capital,  and  grow  fmaller  and  lefs  popu- 
lous the  farther  they  fpread  into  the  inlands.    Among  the  forT. 
iper  arethatof  y|f<0/f^»^i^,the  ufttal  refidence  of  the  queen  mo* 
ther;  Sikie^  and  Katiy  which  is  that  of  his  fifters,  and  Caja^ 
or  Kayt^  which  is  the  refidence  of  the  heir  apparent  to  the 
OPWii,  which  laft  is  fituaie  on  the  riyer  Kaye^  more  properly 
known  by  the  name  of  LfiongoUmfe^  and  Cbolongo^  or  KilongOj 
the  capital  of  the  province  of  its  name,  and  the  refidenfce  of 
its  Manibeloor,  or  governor, ..  who  is,  in  fome  meafure,  abfo- 
lute  in  it,  ^d  after  whofe,  death  the  people  may'choofe  another 
without  the'  king  of  I^oango*^  leave.     It  is .  fituate:  near  the  capa 
pf  Kilongo,  about  jjo  miles  fouth  of  Majumbay  and  is,  by 

^  J  Vand.  Brobck  Voy*g.  into  India,  vol.  iv.  p.  318;  ^     ™  Bat^? 
7f.B  ap.  Purcbi^  ttbi  fup. 
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ne  Afnctn  J^jlfcwy  of  B.  XVII, 
Ibffleauthotts  called  Stdagi^  wASakJy  ° ;  ^nd  thus  muchmaf 
fiiffice  for  the  defcription  of  the  four  provinods  of  Loango  fr0^ 
fifj  ts  we  may  rightly  ftylc  it. 

But  as  we  lately  obfenred  that  fomc  authbrs  httve  flretth*'  ' 
ed  its  limits  both  on  the  north  and  fo^tb)  and  have  included 
into  them  on  the'  fouth)  the  kingdoms  of  €ac$ngo  and  Jt^goy^ 
and  on  the  north  fide  the  other  four  provinces  of  Majtmba^ 
Sitte^  CamnM^  and  GMiy  quite  up  to  the  cape  Lobo  Gonzules  | 
all  which,  perhaps,  may  have  been  formerly  part  of  Loang^^ 
either  by  conqueft  or  alliance,  though  now  difmembered  ftom 
It,  our  readers  will  not  be  difplcafed  if  we  htrclnftrt  the  Iitde 
we  know  concerning  them,  that  may  be  worth  their  notice^ 
tho*  not  to  be  made  a  feparate  article  of  ** 

We  begin  with  Majumboj  or,  as  others  write  \tyMayo0iiS^ 
which  is  not  only  dependent  upoi^but  contiguous  to, the  king* 
dom  of  LoangOy  being  fevered  from  it  by  the  river  Combiy 
which  forms  its  bay  and  that  of  Loungo^  already  defcribed,  Sihd 
lies  in  three  degrees  and  a  half  of  fouth  latitude.  T)^e  ter- 
ritory extends  iticlf  confiderably  eaflwards  towardts  the  in*^ 
land,  and  hath  a  fait  lake  above  nve  leagues  in  compaft,  whick 
empties  itfelf  into  the  fea,  by  fonie  rivulets,  atx)ut  halJF  ft 
league  northward  of  Cupi  Negro,  The  town,  or  rather  vB* 
lage,  of  Majumba  extends  itfelf  a  confiderabk  fength  along 
the  coaft,  but  lies  fo  low,  that  the  inhabitants  are  ^eqoendy 
obligrd  to  remove  th^ir  habitatioiis  at  high  water,  to  fome  of 
the  neighbouring  high  lands.  The  river  Bmnoy  whidi  riHis  ' 
On  tiie  back  of  the  town,  is  faltiih  s  towards  the  moudi'of  it 
affords  a  good  fiOiery  for  oyflers,  and,  diough  &sd)ow  theic^, 
by  reafon  of  the  fands  thrown  into  it  by  the  tide,  yet  i$  deef> 
and  vifide  enough  to  carry  a  great  number  oi  canoes,  which 
bring  the  red  or  logwckid  in  great  quantitks  into  the  {KMt, 
from  the  province  of  Suti^  where  it  ^ows  in  abundance,  aad 
make$  this  carriagie  tjf  it  from  one  to  the  other  wiuch  e^fier 
9nd  cheaper  for  the  Pwrtugutfi  aind  ofhen,  ik4io  esepprt  it  Amn 
thence  '  j  eTpeciaUy  as  the  riiner  (Mends  itfblf  above  50  leagues 
into  the  irdahd. 

The  territoTy  rf  Mtgnndn  it  dry  and  ^ifidy,  andtpitidiice| 
!l)ttle  or  no  gnMn,  but  a|Ford^  plenty  <yf  batianas  and  f^idm- 
trees,  of  the  latter  of  which  Aey  make  g«at  qpamkies  of  ex- 
cellent witie ;  and  roots  of  aiaicoindo,  mA^V  they  ufe  mfleai^ 
of  brc?d.  Thp  lakes  and  rivers  Sfbound  With  w\y  vi4iich  v^ 
^ir  chief  |bo4.  Ti^e  women  fetdi  the  oyflm  out  of  ttit 
fifrnw^bavt-va^^  fot<^  faray^j  'Vhtc^  bcfng  <$CMd 

«  Dc hjDC,  vid.  ^>^  LrsiB,  La  Caojf ,  Daffbk,  |^  al.  •  Pom- 
MAi,  La  Ca^iac,  DA^f%%^€i  at '      f  Bi^Ttlil,».  JPurthas, I^ 

taoii,  &  al.  fup:  citat.  ^  .  "^        ' 

and 
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and  fmoaked,  viU,  like  other  fUh  dreiled  in  thfi  ftwne  w&y^ 
continue  good  for  feveral  months.    The  people  are  wry  rude 
and  favage,  much  given  to  heatbenifh  and  idolatrous  fuperfti-* 
tions  s  they  ufe  circumcifion  like  the  JhiJ/fmans^  jingekns^ 
&!^.  4.     They  have  plenty  of  game,  both  finall  and  great^  Oame. 
and  hunt  with  their  country  dogs,  about  whofe  necks  they  are  Thir  d$gi 
^biigBd  to  hang  woodeii  clappers,  in  order  to  follow  them  by  th  not 
the  DQiie,  they  not  being  able  to  bark.    This  defeA  makes  the  t^rk. 
Partuguefe  and  other  European  dogs  be  fo  much  efteemed, 
that  one  of  our  authors  teUs  us  he  iaw  one  of  them  fold  for 
thirty  pounds'.    The  government  of  this  province  is  com^Govem-^ 
moniy  given  tp  a  countellor  of  ftate,  called  Manihombay  or  mm. 
homnia^  who  is  alf6  prince  of  Z^^i^/ri,  and  gives  no  other  wn^'^ 
count  to  the  king  of  iMmgo  but  of  the  logwood,  which  is  ten 
p£r  cent.  In  pther  cafes,  he  is  in  fome  meafure  abfolute,  and  a 
tyrant  over  the  people*    Here  was  likewife  formerly  a  great 
cbmmerce  for  dephants  teeth,  which  alfo  brought  in  a  confi- 
derable  income,  but  which  is  now  dwindled  to  little  or  i(UH 
thing. 

The  people  call  theiyiMvrs  Maramhas^  from  a  Fetiflb,  oi  Rtligiw. 
idol  of  that  n^me,  wHich  is  worlhipped  all  over  the  country,  f,jj^ 
smd  to  which  th^  arc  all,  m^les  and  female$,  dedicated,  froija  -"^' M*- 
die  twelfth  vei^r  of  their  age  (C).    This  idol  is  always  carried  '^"** 
^ore  the  Manl-h^uimia^  or  governor,  where-ever  he  goes» 

.  auid 

t  See  before,  vol.  xt.  f.  165^^  ftq.       f  Battel  ap.Piirchaii 
Bl?i  fup. 

{O  Thkceremoay  is  perform-  thefe!  but  which  muil  be under^ 

Ipa  by  their  Qfuigs^,  or  priefti,  goof >  or  e}fe  they  are  fare  to  be 

9  fu  of  pretended  wizaros  and  denied  admiffion  to  the  idol  or 

0ODJurers»  who  attend   on  the  Maramha.    fiut  when  duly  per- 

idol  and  all  its  fuperftitious  rites,  formed,  they  ^re  brought  before 

When  thofe  candidates  are  of  it,  where  the  Ganga  nuikes  9k 

^  ^t  age  tQ  be  confecrated  tp  couple  of  inciiions,  in  the  forfli 

^t  pretended  deity,  they  apply  pf  a  halfnioon,  unon  the  fore 

V  fp  t^  Ganjg^,  who  immediate-  part  of  their  fhoulders^aiid  they 

ly  ^ut  them  up  in  a  d^k  room^  are  fwprn  by  the  blood  that  iflues 

ii^d  cpi^ne   them  to    a  Jow  out  (^f  thep,  to  be  true  to  ilf^^ 

djeti  howlong^yvearenottpld.  ramia.     Thofe    initiated  per-                 ^ 

j|ftf  r  which  they  are  let  out,  and  fans  are  fbrbiddeu  afterw^ds  the 

riiued  tp^o  abroad^  but  on-  eating  of  fome  kinds  of  fieib  tk 

a  ftr'i^  prohibitipn  not  to  fi&,   and  are    enrobed    fomist 

/peak  to  any  perfon,  upon  any  other  penances  i  the  orotfiion  of 

pccai^on,    ho,w    urgent  foeyer,  which*  th^ey  are  made  to  believe, 

dnrine    a    certain    number  of  would  be  attended  with  ficknef?, 

•  Aiys^Pie^f^lfPD&ocpeptsbotb  iwh.   Of  other   liiisfortunet. 
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and  whenever  he  eats  and  drinks,  thefirft  bit  of  meat,,  and 
the  firft  cup  of  wine,  arc  always  offered  to  it.  The  fuperftiti^ 
ous  people  likewife  confult  it  upon  all  occafions,  fuch  as  about 
the  fuccefs  of  their  hunting,  fifliery,  ficknefs,  joimiics,  and 
the  like  ;  and  if  any  pcrlbn  is  fujppofed  to  have  been  taiken 
off  by  witchcraft,  which  is,  it  feems,  a  thing  y«y  common 
amongft  them,  the  perfon  or  perfons  fufpe£ted,  if  evecfo  maHy^ 
as  it  often  happens  when  a  great  man  dies,  are  obliged  to 
come  and  ckar  themfelves  before  Jhe  idol.  The  ceremony  it 
performed  by  kneeling  and  embracing  the  ftatue  in  their  arms^ 
and  crying  out  aloud,  "  I  come  to  be  tried  before  thee  ofJlta^ 
**  ramba  j"  and  if  the  perfon  is  guilty,  though  the  fad  w9B 
committed  20  years  ago,  the  criminal  falls  down  dead  upoa 
the  fpot ;  if  innocent,  efcapes  barmlefs,  and  is  abfolved ;  and 
this  iiiperftition,  we  are  told  by  an  eye-witneis^  prj^vails  fron^ 
Majumba  quite  to  the  cape  GonzaUs  ^ 

Adjoining  to  the  province  oi  Majumba  runs  from  weft 
to  eaft  the  extenfive  country  of  Sette^  aivided  from  it  only  by 
the  river  of  its  name.  It  was  once  a  kingdom  of  itfelf,  but 
hath  been  reduced  xtti&ex  that  of  Loanga. '  Ibis  chiefly  remark- 
able for  the  vaft  quantity  oflogwoodwhicb  it  produces,  and 
which  the  inhabitants  call  Taeooly  and  traffick  in  all  over  the 
coaftis  of  Angola,  Kongo,  and  Loango,  but  chiefly  with  the  na-« 
tiyes,  from  whom  the  JPortugtu/e^nd  Europeans  buy  it.  'Vhtf 
have  two  forts  of  it,  the  one  called  ^ines,  which  is  chiefly 
bought  up  by  the  Portuguefe^  but  is  reckoned  of  no  value  in 
Any  of  thpfe^im^  tountrie's ;  the  ot^er,  which  is  palled  BiJ^ 
feffi,  and  is  heavier,  firmer,  and  of  a  deeper  red,  is  that  whtdi 
is  nioft  in  ufe  among  all  the  blacks  along  thefe  coafis.  The 
toot  of  it,  which  they  call  AnganJi'BiJfeJfe^  is  ftill  harder,  and  ©f 
a  deeper  tinge,  ahd  more  cftccmed  among  them  (D).    "Thii 

countT]^ 

\  Battel  ap.Piirchas,  ubi  fup. 


They  have  thjen  a  relic  of  their 
deity  giveia  tb  them.  Which  they 
Wear  about  their  necks^  'ana 
{langing  under  their  left  arm  [%\, 
(D)  This  wpbd  tlie  inhabi- 
tants of  Lo^ingo  go  into  theSetUa^ 
province  to  buy,  and  carry  on 
a  large  traiEc^  ^J  M»  li^t  on* 
}y  with  the  Euroyfan  merchants, 
put  likewife  with  the  kingdoms 
of  KoMgo,  Angola^  tff',   Tieir 


firft  care,  after  the  trees  ^re  cpt 
(down  and  lopped,  is  to  conv^ 
them  to  the  river  j9tf»»^,  whenc^ 
they  are  brought  down  in  floaty 
ioMajunibal  There  they  caufi^ 
them  to  Se  fawn  into  billetd  of' 
aboiitfiveor' fix  feet  in  lengtii» 
nin^  inches  in  thread th,  a&«l 
three  in'  tHicknefs*.  The  P^r- . 
tuguifiixA  tihcrEuropians  come 
and'purchafe  the  firft  fort  called 


(jl)  Bstul  in  Purchas,  vol.  U*/*  $%%* 
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country  prodiu^ta  likewife  variety  of  fruit  and  other  trees ;  jtnd  Othir 
their  woods,  which  arc  of  vaft  extent,  do  fwarm  with  wild  ^reis, 
beafts,  which,  with  their  millet  and  bananas,  is  the  chief  ^'•«'»>  ^^c. 
Ifood  of  the  inhabitants  ;  they  breed  likewife  fome  goats,  and 
lame  poultry,  but  in  no  great  quantity  ^ 

Between  the  province  oiSette  and  the  czpe  of  Lvbo  pon-  Camma 
suilis^  are  thofe  of  Camma  and  Gobbi^  whofe  inhabitants  are  andGohhi 
perpetually  at  war  with  each  other,  and  whofe  country  is  inr /''fP'^^''* 
lerfeded  with  lakes  and  rivers,  which  afford  plenty  of  iiib^ 
but  are  infefted  with  fea-horfes,  which  do  great  mifchief  botl;i 
on  land  and  Water  %  and  particularly  to  the  canoes  and  other 
jreflcls  which  are  continually  plying  to  and  fro  upon  thofe  ri- 
vers and  marfhes.     The  language,  manners,  and  cuftoms  of 
both  tbefe  nations  are  almoft  the  fame  with  thofe  of  Ldangv, 
'They  both  allow  of  polyganiy,  and  are  fo  little  tainted  with  ^'"'f  ^ 
jealoufy,  that  they  will  compliment  their  friends,  or  even     .*^ 
Ibangers  that  come  to  diem,  with  the  Company  of  one  or  two  '^'^^* 
of  their  own  wives ;  which  among  tbefe  is  fo  for  from  being 
looked  upon  as  a  reproach,  that  they  are  as  much  efteemed  and 
regarded  for  it  by  the  reft,  as  if  the  hufband  had  given  them  a         ,  •• 
JTevere  drubbing ;  which^  it  feems,  is  here  looked  \ipon  as  one 
of  the  moft  undoubted  marks  of  conjugal  affedlion  ^.     The  «. 
weapons  they  ufe  in  their  wars,  one  province  againft  another,  ^^l^]^ 
arc  the  Abort  pike,  bow  and  arrows,  fword  arid  da^er;  but  fig^i^ 
6nce  the  £«rff/w«/,  efpecially  theD«/cA,  have  been  acquaint^  /i&^Dtttdi. 
ed  with  thefe  coafts,  they  have  furnilhed  them  with  fire-arms^ 
gun-powder,  and  balls,  befides   utenfils  for    the  kitchen^ 
as  variety  of  brafs  pots  and,  kettles,  and  feveral  forts  of  coarfc 
cloths.     The  chidF  town  of  Gobbi  lies  about  a  day*s  jour- 
ney from  the  fea.     Their  rivers  abound  with  water-elephants 
and  varietv  of  other  iiih  ;  but  the  land  breeds  little  elf^  but 
oeafts  of  prey  ',  *   The  principal  commerce  with  the  natives,  ^raffich 
befides  the  logwood  already  mentioned,  confifts  chiefly  in  ele- 
j^hants  teeth  and  tails  (£^,  the  hair  of  which  is  highly  valued, 

}  Da;>peR|  La  CROj;f,  BxTTpt,  &  al,  ?  De  his,  vM. 

fop.  vol.  XV.  p.  619  i^  fea.  ^  Dabper,  L^  Croix,  &  alib. 

j»ii4.ibifi.  '  -"[    ;  "  ' .:;^ ;    • 

^m$  abpire-n^ntlQped ;  after  (£^}  It  wa^  in  ^  neigbbporing 

Which,  the  reft  is  difperfed  by  the  principality  to  this,  on  the  fame 

lArnngtifU  all  alpng .  the  coafts,  coafts,  tl^at  s;^\\t  countryman  An- 

down::^  |he  kingdom  of  Ben-  drew  Battel,  often  quoted  in  thi^ 

^r/«,  and  thence  into  the  in-  chapter  from  P«rrir^,  came  \yith 

|ands  Qfj(^g9ia,  KangP,  i^c,(^).  hi<  n^gro  flave9>  to  traffick  f^ 

elephant^ 
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and  uTed  for  feveral  curious  purpofes,  elfewhere  mentioned  ^ 
And  thus  much  may  fuffice  for  thofe  coafts  and  coiintriev 
which  lie  on  the  north  iide  of  the  kinjgdom  of  Loango^  to  th^ 
cape  Gonzales. 

Those  on  the  fouth^  fituate  between  the Lo^figa-lowi/a  and 
the  Zaire^  are  the  kingdoms  of  Cacongo  and  2ngy  ^  to  the 
former  of  them  Father  Morella^  a  Capuchin  miffioiiarj, .  ijHiq 
had  feen  moft  of  the  countries  along  thefe  coaAs,  ma1^$  ^q 
fcrupk  to  give  by  far  the  presence,  whether  fpr  compiodir 
Dufneis  or  profit  '•  It  is  iltuate  between  three  con&derable 
fea- ports,  much  frequented  by  foreigners  \  viv^,  that  ()S  Loangif^ 
lately  defcribed,  and  bv  farthebeft;  that  of  C^hinda^^oJ^ 
that  of  Cacongo  ;  though  this  lafi  is  not  quite  fp  fafe.  Thf 
territory  of  this  kingdom  is  moftly  flat,  the  air  whoKoqifr 
than  that  of  Kongo  or  Angok%  and  the  foil  more  fertile  too*  by 
leafon  of  its  frequent  (bowers»  and. the  fatnefs  of  its  bigcf 
mouldy  which,  in  the  other  kingdoms  lately  defcribed^  is  ei- 
ther chsdky  or  fandy.  The  inhabitants  are  likewife  more  po^ 
lite  and  civilized,  though  no  lefs  fuperftitiouily  addid^sd  to  tbff 
iame  heatheniih  rites  than  all  their  neighbours  \  yet  whieo 
they  latfly  laboured,  fays  our  Capuchin,  under  a  grievous  pef- 
tilenc^  which  carried  off  myriads  pf  them,  tbev  niade  119 
icniple  to  bury  all  the  idols  of  their  gods,  fayingp  ifthes  canm^ 
gfftft  us  undir  fuch  grievoui  calamtiii  as  this^  tt  is  />  vain  t§ 
i^i£l  any  help  from  them  %. 

Ths  chiet  rivers  pf  this  kingdom  are  the  CV^^^^^  th^ 
Kaja^  and  the  Cohinda*  The  firft  of  which  nms  four  U»gu^ 
jToujth  of  the  Ka\a^  and  (even  to  Ae  north  .of  the  Cabind^^  j^i 
i$f  according  to  Batteip  navigable  by  boats  of  ten  tona  car^ 

y  Se9  befpre,  p.  48.  ^  Voyag.  to  Kongo  and  parts  adf 

jacentt  *  Moreiul^»  nbi  fup.  p.  06^. 


elephants  teeth  and  tails.  The 
country  lies  about  eight  days 
journey  north  of  Majumlia,  and 
a  litde  to  the  eaftw^rd  of  Cat^ 
Negrop  and  is  called  Mani*&ftk. 
Here  he  had  not  been  above  a 
month,  before  be  had  purchafed 
jKOjOOO  of  them,  which  he  (bon 
exdianged  with  the  fwt^utfe 
tot  JO  llareSf  all  his  other 
charges  dedaded. 
*'  Dining  his  ilay  he  fent  a  pre- 
fent  of  %  Ipoking-glafs^  by  one 


of  his  negroes,  to  the  Man!,  or 
prince  ;  who  was  fo  bi|bty  den 
lighted  with  it,  that  he  &nt  him, 
tnretnnii  fbar  large  elephants 
teeth,  hy  his  owi^ienrant,  with 
an  iovitacion  for  any  PtrNggutfi 
or  European  ihip  to  come  into 
Iffs  tdriitory,  «  little  nsyth  nS 
Cape  ^fgf^,  •promifing  t^ctmfe 
^es  to  t^^  n^  to  4iMft'  ehean 
to  the  kndiiig-place,  vo  £m^ 
^ea«  nation  having  as  yot  fray 
^aeoted  thofe  t^^S)^ ' 
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Tiagc.    This  river  runs  almoft  the  whole  leiigth  <^  the  king* 
dom  from  eaft  to  iveft,  and,  after  a  courfe  of  about  80  or  oo 
mOes,  falls  into  the  fea,  under  the  fifth  degree  of  fouth  latitude* 
About  four  miles  fouth  of  its  mouth  is  the  town,  or  rather  vil* 
Jbge,  dlMalemba^  where  the  fea  makes  a  kind  of  (emicircular 
bay,  which  affords  a  convenient  road  for  the  veiTels  that  traffick ' 
thither,  all  the  coaft,  between  the  Cacongo  and  TLaia^  as  v$ 
that  of  the  kingdom  of  Angoy^  being  extremely  datigerous,  and 
ftiU  of  rocks  and  (helves.    The  lands  on  each  iide  are  fertile  FirNSif. 
and  delightful,  and  abound  with  elephants  teeth.     Tho(ie  the 
Mtmbates^  who  are  fituate  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Zmrt^  come 
and  fetch,  and  carry  them  to  the  port  of  Pinda^  where  the 
Portuguefi^  or  any  other  Eur^peansy  buy  and  export  them  *>. 
This  country  is  governed  by  its  own  hereditary  princes,  but  Gowr»' 
b,  we  are  told,  under  the  protedion  of,  if  not  tributary  to,  the  meni. 
kings  of  Loango  ^,     They  were  formerly  vaffals  to  them,  but 
ihook  ofF  the  yoke  foon  ajfler  thofe  princes  bad  ihook  off  that 
of  the  kings  of  Kongo^  but  are  Aill  under  their  proteflion,  on 
account  of  their  frequent  wars  with  their  neighbours  the  Ma- 
ni,  or  princes  oijtngoy  ^.    Dapper y  who  gives  the  natives  of  l^apperV 
Cacon£o^  upon  what  authority  he  doth  not  tell  us,  no  better  ^^'^mt/  tf 
charaaer  than  that  of  cheats,  treacherous,  ioiiworsxy  rurbulent,  'f'«^ 
>yct  bafe  and  cowardly,  adds,  that  they  would  ftand  an  iodiffer^  *w$^ 
ent  chance  from  their  Angoyan  neighbouis,  if  the  4cing  of  Lo- 
ango  did  not  proted  them  againft  them. 

Th£Y  are, however,  much  addidled  to  traffick  with  thcEu^,n$ir 
rvpeansy  efpecially  with  the  Dutch^  fi-om  whom  they  purchafe  ^n^ffick 
a  great  variety  oi  European  goods,  as  coarfe  cloths,  knit  c^,  *witjk  iig 
hatchets,  and  other  iron  tools,  linen,  and  other  commodities,  ^at^o* 
which  they  go  and  exchange  for  flaves  at  Ko^jgo,  Jngdoy  ao^dl  peans. 
ether  Afncan  ftates.     The  EuropMm  that  traffidc  with  tl^ero^ 
do  it  with  mone  eafe,  and  without  being  obliged  to  make  fiichT^'^*^ 
exorbitant  prefents  to  theprinceof  Ctf^^;^^  as  they  do  in  other  '••'^'' 
countries  5  he i>eing  under  a  fort  of  reftridiQn,by  virtue  of  (bmeff^f^ 
peculiar  law,  not  to  meddle  with  any  of  their  effeds  j  whereas  ^  J?^ 
other  neig^ouring  kings  on  each  fide  keep  a  conftant  .guard 
at. the  mouth  of  the  Bonho^  to  oblige  paflen;Kers  to  pay  the 
llfual  impofts,  and  to  fecure  their  refpedive  fe&is&om  foreign 
ifivaders  «• 

The  laft  kingdom  upon  the  Loango  coaft  is  A^f^j  4:alled  Tbekittg- 
by  iome  G#y>  and  lies  between  that  of  CacqtigOy  lall-oientioa*  Jom  of 
^,  00  the  liorth,  ^d  that  of  Km^q  on  the  ^uth^  heing  fever- Angoy^ 

>  BattbIi,  obi  fop.  ^reJ.  ii.  p.  979.  f  L4  Caoiz,  vol. 

m  lib.  li.  fta.  vi.  JDAy? jjB^4pfu  «  lid.  ijpid.  •  Dt^- 
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ed  from  the  former  by  the  river  Cabinda^  and  from  dpe  latter 
by  the  Zaire.     It  is  but  of  fmall  extent  either  way,  as  it  was 
formerly  only  a  vaffal  province  of  Cacongo^  till  the  Mani,  or 
prince,  of  it,  who  had  married  a  Portuguefe*^  daughter*  .was 
perfuaded  by  his  father-in-law  to  ere6l  it  into  an  independent 
ptade  in*    kingdom.     The  juncture  was  altogether  favourable^  a$  the 
^eftndent,  king  of  Loango  had  but  juft  before  revolted  from  that  oiK^ngo^ 
and  that  of  Cacongo  from  him  j  fo  thau  whilft  they  were  de* 
bating  the  controveriy  with  each  other,  he,  without  declar- 
ing himfelf  on  any  lide,  fet  up  for  a  king  K    The  country^ 
we  are  told,  is  full  of  woods   and  thickets,  and  hath  no 
towns  of  note  except  Bomangoy^  fituate  on  the  north  bank^ 
of  the  Zaire^  and  not  far  above  the  mputh  of  it  s.     Jts  chief 
port  is  CMnda^  called  by  others  Kapenda  and  Cubenday  fituate 
on  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  its  name,  about  five  leagues  north 
of  the  cape  Palmerinoy  on  the  north  fide  of  theZ j/V^*s  mouth  ^  • 
ps  hay.      The  bay  lies  very  commodious  for  trade,  wooding  and  water* 
ing  on  the  fea-fhore.    It  is  flat  and  mar&y  in  fome  places,  but 
afcends  gradually  about  three  miles  into  the  inland,  and  tbea 
/orms  itfelf  into  a  ridge  of  hills,  w^ich  fpread  themfelves. 
lengthwife;  on  the  afcent  of  which  is  fituate  the  king's  father's 
town,  where  he  conflantly  keeps  a  flock  of  wood  ready  cut,  to 
^^  j'f     ^^'  ^^  foreign  fhips  at  an  ea(y  rate,   and  hath  it   carried  to 
firwdfof  ^^  beach,  in  order  to  be  (hipped  off.     From  thefc  wood-piles, 
^  '•  fouth-wcft  along  the  bay,  lie  fcattered  a  number  of  fifhermen's 

huts,  op  each  fide  a  fmall  frefh- water  river,  which  falls  into' 
the  bay ;  and  thence  it  is  they  bring  all  their  water  in  cafks, 
which  they  roll  along  the  be^ch  to  the  moUth  of  the  river, 
^hifort     which  is  fo  fhallow,  that,  even  at  full  flood,  it  can  only  be 
n^eryJhaU  entered  with  a  yawl,  carrying  a  cafk  or  two.    The  town,  or 
Z*^'  rather  village,  of  Cabinda  ftands  on  the  round  point  of  the  bay, 

looking  to  the  weftward,  and  the  Engli/h  i?i&ory  on  the  fouth- 
wefl  o?  the  road,  at  fome  diflance,  north-eafl,  from  the  town* 
Biit  the  Portuguefiy  Dutch^  and  other  Eiifopeans^  do  likewif^ 
come  to  this  port  for  water  and  proviffons  *. 
^wr  The  houfes,  or  rather  huts,  make  a  wretched  appearance, 

f^V^fi^"  being  built  of  dirt  and  reeds,  and  fitter  to  lodge  infeds,  fuch  as ' 
this  country  fwarms  with,  than  human  creatures.  Thofe 
which  belong  to  the  Mani,  or  prince,  and  to  the  MafFukka,  or 
receiver  of  the  whites,  though  built  of  the  fame  materials,* 
make  a  fomewhat  better  figure,  yet  fuch  as  would  hardly  be. 
iworth  defcribing  but  for  their  peculiar  oddnefs,  as  the  reader 
.    may  fee  by  the  fketch  in  the  margin,  which  our  author  hath 

^  Merolle,  ubi  fap.p,  6j  I.  ^  Battel  ^p.  Purchas,  ul)i . 

fop*  ^  Kd.  ibid.       "  [  ^ATTiBL  Si  MER.0LL.*ubi  fup. 

*  '      given' 
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*  given  us  of  both  (F}.     The  coimtry  round  the  t)ay  is  moftly  ScJiahmt 
barren,  which  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  native  lazinefs  of  the  ia-  f^^  b^y^ 
habitants,  which  often  occaiions  a  dearnefs  of  provifions,  tho'  pi^fy  f,f 
they  fell  them  reafonabl^  enough,  when  there  arc  but  few  Ihips  pro^^tms. 

on  die  road.     They  breed  no  cattle  here  except  fome  hogs, 

but  have  plenty  ()f  poultry,  both  which  are  fold  pretty  cheap,  ^^f'**'-' 

!  The  wild  beaftS  fwarm  fo  in  their  woods,  that  they  deilroy  all  «»''*w»/r. 
the  tame  kind.  Some  monkeys  have  been  brought  away  from 
thence,  which  in  features  ana  ftature  much  refembled  the  hu- 
man ipecies  ^.    Civet-cats  are  here,  in  great  plenty,  and  par-  Birds^ 
rots  may  be  bought  here  for  three  or  four  ordinary  knives  K 
The  inhabitants  follow  the  fifliing  trade  more  than  any  other, 
both  at  fea  and  in  their  rivers;  and  the  coafis  abound  io  with 
oyflers,  that  the  feilors  quickly  load  their  boats  with  them,  OjD^^'- 
they  being  found  lying  in  great  heaps  like  fmall  rocks.     The 
natives  iilb  both  on  the  beach  and  in  the  bay  with  drag-nets, 

^ which  have  long  canes,  fixed  at  equal  diftances,  inftead  of 
corks,  to  {hew  when  any  ii(h  is  caught.    Thefe  nets  are  made 

.  of  a  peculiar  root,  which  being  beaten,  becomes  fpinable  like 
hemp  ™.  v 

^  Barbot  Guinea,  Lab  at.  Dapper,  &  al*  ^  Mb- 

EOLL.  ubi  fup.  p.  652.  »  lid.  ibid..  ..    : 

(F)   ^  I  was  not  a  little  fur-  **  fore  ridiculous  to  me,**  conti- 

*•  prifed/' fays  our  Capuchin,  nues    he,    "  that  their   houfes 

•*  atthefirftfightoftheManior  "  ftiould  be  built   of  nothing 

**  governor's  houfe,  which,  at  a  "  but  ftraw,  oziers,  ^nd  flates, 

*«  Sidaoce,  appearedto  me  as  a  «*  and  yet   be  defended    with 

**  well  fortified  citadel,  incoi^-  ««  brafs  cannon." 
<'  pafled  about  with  walls,  and        That  of  the  MalFulcka,  he  de- 

"  sotat  all  refembling  the  work*  fcribes  as  follows,  <<  It  was  built 

**  manfhip  of  the  negroies.    But  f'  of  the  fame  materials,  but  very 

"  as  youapproach  it  nearer,  you.  **  large,  and  well    contrived; 

^*  find  thofe  walls  to  be  no  other  <Mt  had  feveral  arched  room^ 

"  than  rows  of  thick  palli(ades,  **  and  within  each  of  them*  two 

*'  ftttck  into  the  ground   ^wq  «*  fmall  brafs  cannon,    whidi, 

"**  thick,  and  ruddled  up  to  the  '*  together  with  two  larger  on^ 

•*  top  with  others  of  the  fame  "  at   the  gate,  made  in  all  i^* . 

'*  thicknefs.  Within  there  were  "  Thefe  guns  they  had  purchaf- 

*•  two  broad  paths,  which  fplit  "  ed  from  the  whites,  in  ex- 

**  themfelves  into  feveral  lefTcr  «  change  for  (laves,  elephants 

*«  ones.  The  rooms  areall  hung  "  teeth,  &c.  and  the  king's  pa- 

.**  within  with  a  curious  fort  of  "  lace  feemed  to  me  to  be  not 

•*  mats,madeof  oziers  of  differ.  "  unlike  this  laft'{6)." 
!^  CHt  colours.   It  feemed.  there- 

(^}  Mmlla'i  vcyag,  Englijh colka^  voL hp,  653, 

Their 
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Dre/s.  Their  drcfi  is  *niich  the  feme  with  that  of  the  Kingoefe^ 

Jftgolans^  &c. ;  that  of  the  better  fort  is  only  a  piece  of  cotton 

throMm  over  their  Ifaoulders,  aind  another  girt  about  their  loim, 

which  comes  down  below  the  knee,  more  or  lefs,  a$  they  can 

aferd ;  whilft  the  meaner  fort  content  themlclves.with  aihort 

apron ;  and  thefe  clothes  they  purchafe  in  exchange  for  itavjis 

and  elephants  teeth.    They  wear  tbeir  hair  in  various  fonns, 

according  to  their  quality.    The  queen»  whom  our  author 

was  admitted  to  fee,  had  hers  ihaved.clofe  on  the  crown,  acTd 

Httle  tufts  left  all  around  on  the  fides.     Others  wear  it 

Orao*       plaited  in  diflFei^nt  trefles  ;  all  of  them  are  fond  of  adoriiii^ 

ments.       their  heads,  necks,  arms,  and  legs,  with  variety  of  trinkets,  and 

(bme  of  them  of  the  fuperftidous  kind,  as  amulets  and  charnMi, 

which  they  purchafe  4om  their  jug^lin^  priefts ;  and  riooe  6f 

TJygan^.  *em  worth  any  farther  notice.    Tncy  ajlow  of  polygamy,  as 

moft  of  thefe  countries  do ;  and  (he  that  is  the  moft  beloved 

hath  the  reft  under  her  Command,  but  is  herfelf  no  lefs  liable 

^tfcial     ^^  }^  turned  out  if  fee  be  found  difloyal.    The  ladies  of  the 

frpnlegtt  ^^^  y^^^jj  |^^^^  ^^  peculiar  privil^e  of  chufing  their  huf- 

ul^n^'  '^■^  out  of  any,  even  of  die  meaneff  rank,  and  have  power 

^J^"*      of  life  and  death  over  them ;  and,  if  caught  tripping,  over  tbeir 

^^*        paramours.     Our  author,  during  his  abode  at  Cabinda^  faw  a 

young  woman  fold  fqt  a  flave  to  the  Portuguejc^  merely  on  .a 

Dare  fufpicion  of  her  having  been  too  free  with  one  of  thofe 

hufbands  \  thou^  thefe  laft  ^xt  far  enough  frpm  bainflriutided 

to  eype3  the  feix^e  fidelity  from  their  royal  dames.  Wpmcn 

of  the  lower  rank  ase  obliged,  when  they  receive  aftrangcr,  to 

admit  them  for  a  night  or  two  into  tlvcjj:  embraces ;  tbou^ 

their  buA>ands  aic^  by  that  means,  deprived  ^  lbc»a  all  that 

time.    This  obliged  the  miffionarie9,  wheoeyer  they  came 

into  chetr  hou&s,  ^  order  tbeir  interpDeters  to  fpm  \mmt&' 

jUe  notice,  that  oona  e(  that  fex  might  cater  wiiMq  tbeir 

490I& 

SuperJIh  TflCiR  rdigiaachjciy  confifla  in  a  variety  of  faperftitrous 
thus  ritis.  cuflnms,  fiich  as  anointHig  their  puUit  and  damefttc  idols 
with  a  kind  of  red  wood,  povi^dered,  on  the  firft  day  of  thr 
moofi }  attd  on  its  firft  appearance  to  pay  a  kind  of  worihip  to 
it.  Thus,  if  it  happens  to  ihine  clear  and  bright,  they  csy 
out.  Thus  may  I  renew  my  life  as  thou  do/f ;  but  if  the  air  it 
doudy,  they  imagine  ftie  hath  loft  her  virtue,  and  forbear  tbeir 
addrefs  to  her  s  and  this  ibrt  of  devotion  is  more  pecidiarly  ob«. 
lerved  by  the  women.  On  tbe  (uU  mooo  they  all  an^nt 
their  aouiLets,  which  is  a  little  horn,  worn  pendant  on  their 
neck,  with  fome  oi),  which  their  pggling  priefts  give»  or  ra- 
ther fell  them.  We  do  not  read  of  any  vidims  tiwy  fa^rifice 
to  their  idols,  though  they  confult  them  commonly  about  the 

fucceis 
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fiicoefr  of  a  journey,  wdr^  thefts,  and  (uch-llke;  and  per- 
sons fufpeded  or  accu&d  of  any  crime,  are  obliged  to  come 
aad  dear  Aemfelves  before  them  in  the  manner  we  have  alrea* 
if  hinted.  Almoft  all  the  natives  have  one  pf  thefe  idols  be- 
fen!  their  doors,  fome  about  five  or  fix  feet  high,  and  otbei^ 
jliortsr,  but  all  of  them  dun^fily  carved  \  And  thus  much 
uay  fitftoeyWithrefpedtD  the  adjacent  countries  to  the  king- 
dom of  Loango.  We  iball  only  add,  that  the  king  of  Konga 
%les  himfelf  ftill  king  and  lord  of  all  thofe  petty  kingdoms,  a3 
ndl  as  of  that  of  LQango ;  though  neither  this,  nor  any  of  ^ 
left)  either  acknowlege  him,  or  pay  any  tribute  to  him. 

iNthe^year  1631  the  count  of  0011^0  entered  this  of  Jngy 
widi  a  vau  army,  and  having  driven  the  king  out  of  it,  fetued 
hision  upon  the  throne.  This  fon,  being  no  lefs  warlike  than 
his  fiitber,  endeavoured  to  do  the  fame  by  that  of  Caconga^  eiH  . 
tered  his  dominions,  plundered  his  capital,  and  gained  feveral 
advantages  over  him,  but  without  being  able  to  drive  him 
cut/'.  And  hence  the  wars  we  have  taken  notice  of|  which 
diofe  two  rival  king^  frequently  waged  againfl  each  other, 
Ihat  of  Gai^go  hAhg  ftiU  affifled  by  his  ally  of  Lrnnga^  and 
thatof^iV^by  tliccouatsof^^AAtf* 

SECT-    il. 

Pftbe  ClimdSe^  Soih  Produce^  and  Inhabitants^  pf  Lo- 
ai^o  pr<4)er  \  ibeir  Religion^  Laws^  Cmmer€0^ 
Mwrfy  B?'r/i,  Manner Sy  Cujtomsy  and  Government^ 

&C. 

WE  have  already  hinted  that  this  kingdom  extends  itfelfLoaoso 
from  three. degrees  and  a  half  to  five  degrees  of  fouth  la*  dt/ctited. 
titude,and  confequently  is  nearly  as  hot  as  any  under  the  torrid 
aooe,  and  much  hotter  thaa  thofe  of  Kongo  and  Angola  ^  ne-  CSmaie. 
Vfithdefs^  we  do  not  find  but  that  it  is  as  healthy  and  plea- 
X  fant,  and  its  foil  as  fertile  and  capable  of  improvement^  as  aw  ^^'- 
of^em,  were  not  the  natives,  like  all  the  reft  along  thele  »^      ^ 
coafb,  naturally  laay,  and  too  avciA  to  the  fatigues  of  ^V^"  iJ^»^ 
eul(»re  to  plant  ^  fow  more  than  will  barely  fiiftce  the  cur^      ^  ^* 
tent  w^mts  of  each  year.    Whence  it  frequently  happens^  that 
a  bad  feafon  is  ufuaily  followed  by  a  famine,  for  want  of  lay- 
ing up  a  proper  ftorc  againft  fuch  times.    They  commonly  y^^i^^. 
content  thcmfelves  with  bread  and  fifli,  and  fuch  fruits,  greens,  ^^^,^ 
and  pttUe,  as  the  ground  naturally  produces,  and  which  being  ^ 

.    •  MiRQL.  ubifup.  *  DAprSR,LABAT^I^al»  See  alio 

Ufoie,  p.  i9,l(fe^. 
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the  (kme  as  grow  in  Kong9^  and  other  parts  above^^m^ntioxied^ 
need  not  be  here  repeated.  They  have  fcvcral  forts  of  peafe 
'iind  beans,  large  and  fmail  millet,  of  all  which  the  ground 
yields  them  three  crops  in  the.  year  ■. 
V/efiJ  '  Their  palm,  banana,  and  other  trees,  produce  excellent 
intu  fruits,  of  which  they  make  likewife  excellent  wines,  whicB 
they  prefer  to  thofe  that  come  from  Europe.  The^  cotton  and 
Ipimento  trees  grow  wild,  as  well  as  the  paradife  grain,  tho' 
the  iaft  not  inuich  quantities.  The  Enzanda,  Alicandi,  and 
Metaniba,  afford  them  plenty  of  materials  for  cloathing  and 
other  ufes,  as  building  and  covering  their  houfes  (G),  and 
making  their  (hips  and  fmaller  veflels,  ^c.  Sug^r-canes^  caf- 
iia,  and  tobacco,  grow  here  plentifully ;  not  fo  the  cocoa^, 
oranges,  and  limons,  which  are  not  fo  regarded  and  cultivated 
by  the  indolent  inhabitants.  We  fay  nothing  of  a  great  vat- 
riety  of  roots,  herbs,  fruits,  grain,  and  other  vegetables^  which 

•       *  La  Croix»  Davitv,  Battel,  Da^pbr^  &  al.  uUfop. 


-  (G)  The  Metamba  aboyc- 
tnentioned^  for  inibnce,  which 
grows  every-wherc  in  this  coun- 
try, not  only  atfbrds  a  very  plca- 
fant  wine»  though  not  ^o  ftrong 
a^s  th^t  of  the-  palm-tree,  but 
'likewife  timbei-  for  rafters,  laths, 
<and  feats  for  their  houfes,  and 
leaves  for  covering  them,  which 
fence  them  from  wind  and  rain 
as  well  as  any  tiling ;  to  which 
we  may  add,  that  moft  of  the 
cloth  which  is  ufed  in  this  king- 
dom both  for  cloathing  and  cur- 
Tent  money  is  made  of  -thofe^ 
leaves  (6). 

TheAlicondi,  or  Alecunde, 
grows  to  fuch  a  vail  bulk,  that 
twelve  men.  can  hardly  fathom 
the  trunks  of  fomeof  them,  and 
fpreads  jtfelf  out  like  our  largeft 
oaks.  Some  of  them  are  hol- 
low, and  retain  great  quantities 
of  water;  one  qf  our  authors  be- 
lieves near  40  tons,  which,  in 
this  dry  and  hot  clime,  is  no 
fmall  relief  to  vail  numbers  of 


its  natives  (7).  Another  aorthor 
obferves  that  this  tree.  Which  is 
immeafurab]y  large,  and  com- 
monly hollow  at  the  bottom,  af* 
fords  a  comfortable  ihelter  to 
hogs ;  thefruiit,  which  is  mu(^ 
like  our  pbmpions,  hangs  by  a 
ilalk,  about  the  bignefs  of  a 
man^s  finger,  and  is  fr6m  two  to 
three  feet  in  length.  The  fhell, 
when  dried  and  cleared  within, 
ferves  for  veiTels  to  keep  or  car- 
ry wine,  oil,  and  other  liquors 
in.  And  the  inner  rind  of  the 
tree,  when  foaked  and  well  beat, 
yields  a  kind  of  fpinable  fluff, 
much  ffaronger  and  durable  than 
hemp(8). 

The  natives  ufually  ^x  fonae 
hollow  pie^s  of  wood,  like 
trunks,  upon  the  branches  of  the 
trees,  which  they  never  fail,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  to  find  full 
of  honey,  which  they  turn  to 
their  ufe,  after  they  have  fmoak- 
ed  the  bees  to  death  (9). 


(6)  La  Croix,  Dapper,  Mervlfa,  Battel,  &  mlfup.  citat.       >     (7)  Battel  ap» 
Turcbas,  vol,  ii.^.  9^5*  (S)  Merolia^  uhi  fup.f,  6^5..  (9)  lidi^ 

ikidnQuLfup^ciw. 
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thcf  imkebfead  of,  or  ufe  for  food^  which,  with  a  iitdo  mbre 
ini^Sttfy  might  be  produced  in  fuch  abundance,  that  they 
n^ed  not  be  under  that  frequent  danger  they  are  in  of  being 
almoft  depopulated  by  their  grievous  femines.  But  befides^^^^*^ 
their  averfion  to  cultivate  more  ground  tHan  ferves  them  from^^^"^^^ 
band  to  mouth,  and  which  they  commit  the  care  of  to  their 
witres  and  flaves,  they  feem  to  be  naturally  made  flu:  abfti- 
ncfnce  ;  and  an  European  can  hardly  forbear  wondering  to  fee 
tbelm  lb  contented  and  merry,  finging,  fmoaking,  and  dance- 
ing  under  the  moft  pinthtng  fcarcity  K 

"TitEY  have  but  little  cattle  of  any  fort  except  goats,  and  Scardtf 
that   whkh  hath  been  brought  hither  from  other  parts  hath^/cattu* 
died  fo  faft,  that  it  hath  difcoura^ed  all  farther  attempts  of  that 
kind  ;  hogs  they  have  in  great  plenty,  and  poultry  is  fo  veryP^^ytf 
cheap,  thiat  fix  penny-worth  of  beads  will  purchafe  30  of  them./^'^^iy-. 
Pheafants,  partridges,  and  other  wild  fowl  are  ftiU  in  greater  - 
abundance,  and  hardly  bear  any  price.    They  have  a  land  hitifeScanu 
higgler  than  a  fwan,  aiid  (haped  like  the  hern,  whofe  plume  is 
white  and  black,  with  a  bare  place  on  the  breaft,  made  lb 
with  its  bill.    This  bids  fairer  to  be  the  true  pelican,  than 
Aat  which  the  Portuguifi  call  by  that  name,  which  is  white^ 
and  of  the  bignefs  of  a  goofe,  which  laft  is'  very  common  in 
lllis  kingdom  ^.  Among  wild  beafts,  they  have  the  fine  zebra, 
and   multitudes  of  elephants,   whofe  teeth  they  txdtiiSi^ElepbeMttl 
widi  the  Europeans  for  iron  to  make  warlike  and  other  tools . 
With^. 

They  catch  great  quantities  of  fifh  on  their  coaft  ;  one^^  tf^ 
way  of  taking  them  is  by  carping  irons.     To  this  purpofe  they^'»^* 
daily  watch  a  large  fiih  of  the  bigneis  of  a  grampus^  vMQhJJIrangi 
comes  conftantly  to  feed  alone  the  ihore,  and  drives  Yfholt/eadog^ 
ftoals  of  the  fmaller  kind  berore  him,  which  are  then  eafily 
caught.     Ifa  great  one  chances  to  run  himfelf  on  the  ihore, 
the  natives  immediately  fet  about  freeing  him  again,  which  is 
as  much  as  four  or  five  ftout  men  can  do.  They  call  thofd  crea* 
tares  Emboaks^  or  dogs,  and  will  not  fufier  any  man  to  fcare 
them.     In  bays,  rivers,  and  fliallow  water,  they  have  another 
odd  way  of  catching  diem  by  mats  made  of  rufhes,  fome  of 
them  300  yards  long,  which  they  fet  afloat  on  the  furface, 
with  pendant  ruflies  on  the  fides,  which  fri^ten  the  fiih,  and 
maike  them  leap  upon  the  mat,  where  the  men,  drawing  it 
into  a  narrow  compafs,  as  they  do  their  nets,  do  eafily  catch 
them  ^ 

*  La  Caoix»  Davity,  Battel,  Dapper,  &  al.  ubi  fupi 
^  Battel,  ubifup.  p.  983.  ^  lid.  ibid.  Pigafet.  Con* 

gO»  p*  3 1  •  *  See  beforei  vol.  xiv.  p.  S9,  k  feq. 
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^Ihena-         ThS  natlm,  who   are  ^alfed  -  Bramas,  are  tall,  flou^ ; 
ti'ves  de-    welUfliaped,  and  well-bebaved,  though  formerly  wild  and  io* 
/crihed,      human  canibals.     They  ufe  circuoicifion,  and  trade  chicfljr 
Ufi  cir-     among  themfelves.    They  are  induilrious  and  vigilant,  wheie 
€umcifion,  gain  is  to  be  got,  yet  friendly  and  generous  to  one  anothec) 
very  fond  of  their  palm- wine,  yet  defpiiing  that  of  the  ^a^ 
They  are  libidinous  to  a  high  degree,  and  very  jealous  of  tb^ 
Various      wives.     They  carry  on  variety  of  trades  and  handicrafts,  u 
trades.       weavers,   fmiths,  carpenters,    bed-makers,  potters,  caooe- 
makers,  fishermen,  befides  traders  and  merchants  :  the  mif- . 
ibrtune  is,  that  the  handicraftfmen  are  fo  fond  of  their  old 
ways,  and  their  tools  fo  clumfy  and  ill  contrived,  tbat^  liki 
thofe  of  Kongo^  formerly  dffcribed/,  it  takes  them  uptm 
times  more  time  and  pains  to  bring  out  an  impeiied  piece  of 
work  in  their  way,  than  it  would  if  they  were  better  proviM 
^  with  tools  fit  for  their  purpofe.     This  is  in  nothing  fo  viiibki 
as  in  their  weaving,  where,  for  want  of  a  proper  loom, a  work* 
man  ihall  be  as  long  in  finiihing  one  piece  for  a  fait,  m 
might  have  completed  twelve  or  iikeen. 
Various  Thb>r  drefs  is  moft  commonly  of  their  own  manufaflut^ 

kinds  oj     being  chiefly  of  doth,  made  either  of  the  leaves  of  the  palm  of 
elotbs.        fome  other  tree  of  the  like  nature ;  but  the  better  fort  are  made 
of  the  formef ,  and  with  no  fmall  time  and  pains.  The  yowtt 
pahn-ihoots  are  firfi  carefuUy  cropt  and  dried,  and  then  feakct 
and  fofteoedia.  palm- wine,  and  well  rubbed  with  thehandi 
Thefe,  being  fpun  and  woven,  are  made  into  fuiis  for  the  bet* 
terfort,  which  hang  ro»nd  the  body  fxom  the  gifdle  down 
♦  to  the  ft^t.  X  They  have  four  forts  of  thefe  woven  fuitsi  tte 
richeft,  which  is  flowered  with  divers  edloofs,  and  with  van* 
ous  other  figures,  are  peculiar  to  their  monarchs,  and  fuch  of 
his  nobles  as  have  iiis  exprefs  leave  to  wear  them.  Theiecoad 
fort  is  not  half  fo  finely  fpun  and  wrought  as  the  firfl^yct  doth, 
'  ^  '      at  a  fmall  diilance,  make  almoft.4ts  fine  a  ihew,  being  figured 
and  contrived  much  after  the  fame  manner,  that  it  vnX[  require 
a  nice  eye  to  diftinguifh  them,  unlefs  by  examining  them  o« 
the  wrong  fide,  where  the  difference  is  more  vifible.    Tbt 
two  other  forts,  which  are  woven  plain,  or,  at  moft^  only  pink- 
ed like  feme  of  our  European  fluffs,  are  flill  muchcoarfer,  an4 
only  worn  by  the  plebeians  and  flaves.     Thefe,  like  the  for- 
Hicr,  come  down  only  from  the  girdle  to  the  ankles,  andtbofe 
of  the  flaves  only  to  the  knee.  The  reft  of  the  bpdy,  from  the 
fafh  to  the  head,  is  flaked,  and  only  ornamented  with  brace* 
lets  of  various  forts  and  materials,  according  to  the  rank  of  the 
wearers  5  fome  are  of  goId>  filvcr,  brafs,  or  other  coaifer  m«- 


£  S^e  before,  p.  i«5,&  fcij. 
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tals,  made  like  a  chain,  dthers  of  ivory,  glafs  beads  bf  fevtral 
colours,  and  fiich-like.  '  , 

Th£  men  are  obliged,  moreover,  to  wear  the  ikin  of  zFurs 
wild  CM-  tame  cat ;  the  better  fort  have  them  of  martin,  otter j  'wom  <#-    * 
civet,  or  other  valuable  fur :  f<*me  of  them  called  enkinie,  zrt/orethiir 
bfeautifiilly  fpotted,  but  thefe  arc  only  worn  by  the  king,  %nAtrMtig^ 
fuch  of  his  court  as  are  authoHfed  by  him.     Both  he  and  they 
8ffe6l  frequently  to  wear  five  or  fix  forts  of  them,  nicely  fown 
together,  and  ftuck  with  parrot's  and  other  birds 'fine  ^diers, 
^i  various  colours,  and  difpofed  in  form  of  a  rofe,  and  hanging 
Juft  before  their  privities,  the  (kirts  of  the  furs  being  hemmed 
about  with  a  kind  of  nice  ftring  of  elephants  hair^  to  which 
they  hang  a  number  of  little  bells,   which  make  a  ftrangii 
tfokling  at  every  motion  of  the  body,  and  at  every  ftep  they 
tkke.     All  thefe  various  garments  are  tied  about  the  middle /r/iy^^/^X 
With  a  rich   girdle  going  fcveral  times  about  the  body,  and  ^;^j, 
ibme  of  them  curioufly  wrought  pi  the  fame  materials  wfth 
Iheir  richcft  clothes'  g.     Thofe  of  the  better  fort  wear  two  of 
Aofe, girdles,  one  above  the  other,  and  richly  adorned  and  va*  » 
fiegated.     They  wear  about  their  necksj  wnfts,  and  legs,  fe-  V»ri9W 
I  teral  rounds  of  beads  of  coral,  ivory,  round  (hells  of  a  beauti-  omameniii 
\  fcl  hue,  chains  of  copper,  tin,  or'iron,  of  a  triangular  falhion* 
]  «nd  brought  from  Europe,     Over  their  fhoulders  they  wear  a 
lind  of  fack  knotted,  about  three-fourths  of  a  yard  long,  and 
;  with  a  fmall  hole  juft  big  enough  to  put  their  hand*in ;  and  ^ 

■  tiiis  ferves  to  carry  their  calabafli,  pipes,  tobacco,  and  other 
provifions.     Their  heads  are  covered  with  a  knit  cap,  which 
i  fits  clofc  upon  it ;  and,  as  they  never  go  without  arms,  they 
fcommorily  hold  a  cutlafs,  fword,  or  bow,  in  their  hand. 

The  women's  drefs  is  much  like  that  of  the  men,  except-  t>refs»f 
ing  that  they  wear  no  girdle,  and  that  their  petticoats  hang  nd  the  wtf- 
lower  than  the  knee :  thofe  of  the  richer  fort  wiU  throw  over  it  ntiti^ 
B  piece  of  fome  fine  European  ftuff  or  linen.     The  head  and 
lifter,  parts  of  the  body  are  naked,  as  well  as*  their  legs,  except 
,  ^at  they  have  collars,  bracelets  of  coral,  and  other  trin- 
i  kets,  about  their  necks,  arms,   and  legs.     Both  fexes  wear 
^  rings  of  richer  or  bafcr  metal,  according  to  their  rank,  which 
they  look  upon  as  amulets  and  prefervatives  5  and   both  co-. 
kmr  their  bodies  all  over  with  a  red  wood  called  Takeel,  and 
,  ground  upon  a  ftone, 
*   They  allow  polygamy  :  the  richer  fort  have  ten,  twelve, 
or  more,  wives,  and  the  poorer  feldom  lefs  than  two  .or  three. 
The  confent  of  the  parents,  and  the  paying  down  tRe  price  ^^^^^^. 
agreed  on  for  the  wife,  is  all  the  formafity  and  courtlhip  that  ^*^l^^* 

%  Dapfkr,  La  Croix,  MfROL.  Battel,  &al,nibifup.  ^ 
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if  ufedin  their  marriages.  Some  are'fo  curious  as  to  buy  them 
at  the  age  of  fix  or  feven  years,  and  breed  them  up  to  their 
.    hand  ;  but  the  wifer  fort  of  parents  will  not  part  with  them 
till  tbey  are  become  marriageable;  at  which  time. they  fet  a 
mark  upon  them,  to  teftify  that  they  are  fo  (H),  which  Jeldom 
fails  of  bringing  fcores  of  young  gallants  to  them,  efpecially  if 
they  are  handfome. 
Siawiry  of    DVT  the  young  females  have  but  little  encouragement  to 
fbiwvu.iht  matrimonial  ftate,  which,  beftdes  the  mortifying  reflec- 
tion of  meeting  fo  many  rivals  in  it,  and  the  violent  jealoufy 
of  the  hufband,  reduces  them  to  the  moft  melancholy  fervi- 
tude  and  ilavery.  \ye  have  already  hinted  that  it  is  they  alone 
that  till  and  manure  the  ground,  and  reap  and  gather  in  the 
harvcil.  They  are  likewife  the  only  ones  that  grind  the  millet, 
and  other  grain  -,  that  make  and  bake  the  bread  $  that  dreis 
their  viduals,  and  make  their  wines  and  other  liquors,  and 
Cake  care  of  9II  the  other  houfhoJd  affairs^     They  muft  fland 
at  a  duediftance  whilfl  their  huibands.  eat  their  meals,  and 
pick  up  their  leavings  when  they  are  rifen.     They  muft  ap- 
proach him  when  he  comes  in  with  words  and  geflures  ex- 
prcffivc  of  their  joy  and  refpeft,  and  fpeak  to  him  and  receive 
his  commands  upon  their  benched  knees.     They  muft  never 
appear  before  him,  nor  touch  any  of  his  viduals  all  the  time 
their  courfes  continue  upon  them,  nor  be  feen  by  the  reft  ot 
0  the  famiily  without  a  firing  or  fillet  tied  round  their  head. 

(H)  That  is,  they  caufe  their  Without  fuch  a  public  con- 
beads  to  be  fhaved  clofe,  and  on-  fefiion  and  royal  pardon,  they 
ly  a  crown,  or  garland,  of  hair  are  made  to  believe  the  greateft 
t )  be  left  around  it.  As  for  the  misfortunes  would  fall  not  upon 
token  of  their  nubility,  it  is  ta-  them  alone,  but  on  the  whole 
ken  from  the  iirft  time  of  their  realm  (10).  But  though  this 
having  theirnatural  CQurres;be-  notion  is  little  regarded  but  by 
fore  which  it  is  reckoned  a  very  the  weaker  part,  yet  there 
high  crime  for  a  man  to  have  might  be  a  very  good  reafon  for 
any  connubial  convene  with  propagating  it,  in  order  to  deter 
them;  tnfomuch,    that    when-  their  libidinous  youth   of  both 

^  eviir  fuch  an  irregular  intercourfe  fexes  from  beginning  their  in- 

hath  happened,  the  offenders  are  tercourfes    before  nature    ha4 

.  obliged  to   appear  before  the  opened  f«ch  an  cafy  way  to  it, 

kingi  who  alone  hath  the  power  as  might  prcfen^e  the  young  £b-^ 

to   abfolve  them,    and  confefs  males  from  receiving  any  da- 

their  fault  publicly  before  him,  mage  that  might  endanger  their 

,:  with  antic  and  ridiculous  dances  future  fecundity,  by  the  untime^ 

and  geHore^,  e^tpreffive  o!  their  ly  violence  offered  to  thofe  ten- 

fiiame  and  forrow.  der  parts. 

OcJ  U  CrAft,  u\  /«/».  i)^;/r,  \  ing,  Cgilj/s  Afrits,  f.  ^99,&J>f. 

.   ^  .  They 
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They  are  liable  to  .be  turned  out  of  doors  e?en  upon  the 
lead  fufpicion  of  infidelity ;  and,  if  proved  guilty,  undergo  a  fe- 
verer  puniihment,  though  the  paramour  himfelf  commonly 
gets  off  with  only  fome  pecuniary  fine.  Whofoever  takes  in  a 
woman  whom  the  hufband  hath  turned  away  from  him,  is 
obliged  to  pay  the  like  fine,  or  another  woman  in  exchange 
fox  her.  But  though  this  be  the  ilavifb  ftate  of  the  Loangoefe 
^ves,  there  is  a  particular  law  that  fubmits  the  children  to 
follow  the  condition  of  their  mothers ;  that  is,  of  continuing 
(laves^  if  the  wife  is  fuch,  though  the  father  be  ftee;  and  of  be- 
ing free-bom,  if  the  mother  be  fo,  though  the  hu&and  be  a 
flavcfc. 

None  of  the  children  are  allowed  to  inherit  the  father's  ChiUrtm 
fiibftance,  but  the  whole  goes  to  his  cldeft  brother  or  fifter,  ^^^z  ^i//^^ .: 
who  are  obliged  to  take  care  of  the  refl  till  they  are  able  totdto  inbc^ 
provide  for  themfelves,  by  going  into  fome  of  the  trades  late-nV, 
\f  mentioned,  or  other  fuitable  employments.     We  hardly  -^, . 
jjeed  tell  our  readers  that  the  children  of  the  natives  are  born  i^^,^^] 
white,  but  in  two  days  time  become  as  blackas  their  parents.  ^^  ^* 
This  change  often  deceived  the  Portuguefd^  who  fettled  at  firft 
in  thofe  parts;  and  having  had  commerce  with  the  negro  wo-  , 
men,  vainly  imagined  the  children  to  be. theirs.    £ut  here  are 
another  fort  of  white  children,  who,  though  bo/n  of  negro, 
parents,  appear,,  at  firft  fight,  as  white  as  ours  in  Eur^piy  have 
grey  eyes,  red  or  yellow  hair,  and  a  complexion  not  unlike 
fome  of  our  northern  people  ;  but  when  thefe  come  to  be 
more  clofdy  examined,  their  white  colour  proves  to  be  no 
tetter  than  that  of  a  dead  corpfe ;  whilft  their  eyes,  inftead  of 
a  vivid  fparkling,  feem  to  be  fixed  in  their  fockets,  and  hardly 
appear  to  have  any  fight,  except  by  moon  or  owl  light.  Hatedtp 
Thefe  the  natives  look  upon  as  monftrou6>    and  will  hardly  the  na- 
allow  them  to  propagate;  and  the  children  that  are  hoxntivts. 
with  this  infirmity  are  prefenied  to  the  king,   who  caufes 
tbena  to  be  educated  for  his  purppfe  in  all  manner  of  forcery,  j^^P^V*^ 
and  ufes,them  as  his  wizards  and  conjurers, fo  that  he  is  never  /.    ^ 
without  fome  of  them  about  his  perfon,  a^d  in  his  court*  They   '*'^' 
arc  called  Dondos  by  the  natives,  and  Albinos^  or  White  Moor s^  by 
the  P(nrtuguif4.  The  learned  hav^exercifed  their  talents  in  ac*- 
counting  for  this  ftrange  and  unnatural  whitenefs  ;  our  curious 
readers  may  fee  what  hath  been  conjedured  td  be  the  caufe  of 
it  in  the  following  note  (1).    All  that  we  (bail  here  is,  that 

there  ' 

*La  Cftoix,  ubifup.  DAPPEft^  OoiLBY  Afric.p.  joi. 

(!)  That  this  ftran|;e  whitenefs  plain^  and  allowed  by  all,  feeing 
doth  not  proceed  from  a  pro-  the  offspring  of  fach  are  of  a 
mifcaout  coition  of  the  white  mulatto,  or  tawny  colour.  Be- 
Acn  with  the  black  w^men  is    fides,  the  Minos  are  known' to 

•  Uj      .  ^ 
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that  there  is  a  kind  of  continual  war  between  the  negroes  and 
them,  in  which  the  former  always  attack  them  in  the  day-  time^ 


be  born  of  parents  of  the  fame 
hue  and  nature  with  themfelves: 
and  this  doth  likewife  confute 
another  conjeAure,  that  this  dif- 
ference of  their  colour  is  owing 
to  fome  ftrong  imagination,  or 
Inclination  of  a  black  woman 
lor  a  white  man,  in  the  fame 
manner  that  fome  fair  women 
in  Europe  are  laid  to  have  been 
delivered  of  black  children. 

A  learned  modern  afTures  us, 
that  there  are  great  numbers  of 
thefe  Albinos  in  other  part?  of 
Africa  as  well  as  tjiis  ( 1 1 )  (and 
indeed  our  European  travellers 
tell  us  that  they  have  feen  the 
fame  fort  of  men  in  feveral  parts 
ol  Indiay  in  the  illand  oi  Borneo^ 
and  in  Ne*wGui»ca,  or PaposLand) 
(12).  He  conjcftures  it  to  be  no 
ether  than  an  inveterate  leprofy, 
which  difeafe  is  known  to  be  a 
^reat  drier  of  the  jkin  ;  he  fup^ 
pofes,  moreover,  that  all  the 
blacks  would  be  affected  with 
it,  if  they  did  not  take  fuch  con- 
iUnt  care  to  anoint  their  bo- 
dies with  oil,  or  other  unduous* 
ingredients,  in  order  to  prevent 
it.  £ut  this  fuppoiition  doth 
not  fuit  with  what  we  read  of 
fheir  being  naturally  robuft  and 
llrong,  which  lepers  feldom  or 
never  are ;  and  on  that  account 
the  Portugue/e  bave  tried  to  con- 
vey fome  of  them  to  Amtrica^ 
in  order  to  make  them  work  in 
their  mines ;  but  have  found 
them  fo  flubborn  an^  untradla- 
ble^  that  they  have  chofen  to 
ilarve  themfelves  tb  death  rather 
than  fubmit  to  that  fjavery. 

We  haye  hinted  above  that 


the  Loangoife  deteft  thcfe  white 
Mqorj,  and  would  gladly  eradi- 
cate them.  They  call  them  in 
their  tongue  Mokijffesy,  that  u^ 
rural ^  or  woood Demons i^n^  iome 
are  of  opinion,  that  thougb  tbejr  { 
have  their  males  and  •  females, 
like  the  reft  i?£  mad^ipd,  tb^y 
are  incapable  of  procreating*  | 
fome  fay,  of  coition  (13)  If  I 
this  ihottld,  be  fadt,  though  i^ 
contradicts  what  is  hinted  at  the 
beginning  of  thi^  note,  it  would 
incline  one  to  believe  them  to  bq 
the  unhappy  offspring  of  Ibmc  ! 
unnatural  coition  with  thofe 
large  baboons,  which,  we  are 
told,  have  much  of  the  hur 
man  form,  and  arc  pretty  nu- 
merous in  their  forcfts,  and  fo  • 
lafcivious,  that  they  frequently 
raviih  the  women  that  come  ii| 
their  way  ^  or  at  lead  thac  the 
native  Loangoe/e  deem  them  to 
be  fuch.  Sure  it  is,  that  fome  of 
thofe  wild  creatures  that  have  » 
been  brought  from  thence  into  | 
Europe^  if  we  except  the  length 
and  fhape  of  their  £ngers  an4 
toes,  and  their  being  hairy  be- 
hind, did,  in  all  o.ther  refpcfts, 
refemble  the  human  fpecies,  and  , 
were  very  near  as  tall,  efpecially 
thofe  they  call  ^uoja-mooroos^ 
from  the  neighbouring  kingdom 
of  ^oja,  from  which  they  are 
ufually  brought  (14).  What- 
ever they  be,  we  are  afiared  by 
all  hands,  that  tlie  ^ing  chiefiy' 
employs  them  in  all  his  rdigi- 
ous  and  fuperl^itious  ceremonies, 
and  that  they  h^ve  the  privilege 
of  fitting  before  him  {15). 


(14)  lid,  ibid^ 


_         ,    „  ,  ^  ,  {i%)CgiU 

nVs  Afncf,  508,  &fif.  Dapper,  La  Creue,  ubijup^  (13)  //4,  ibid,  4f 

i,  muU.  (14)  lid.  ibid,  (15)  Jid.  Ui4.  • 
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i^hen  their  fight  is  at  the  worft,  and  thefc  take  their  revenge 
6f  them  in  the  night,-  when  it  is  at  the  beft  ^ 

These  mongrels  not  only  make  part  of  the  king's  conn-  Jrethe 
cil,  but  are  the  chief  perfons  employed  in  all  religious  affairs  r^/^ 
and  fuperfiitious  ceremonies.     Neither  they,  nor  any  of  the frie/s. 
Loangoeje^  have  any  tolerable  notion  of  a  fupreme  Being.  They 
feem,  indeed,  to  acknowlege  one,  under  the  name  ofSamhian 
p9ngo ;  but  neither  pay  any  adoration  to  him,  nor  appear  Ui 
have  any  idea  of  his  nature  or  attributes,  and  confequently  net*   . 
thcr  love,  lior  fear,  nor  pray  to,  him.     All  their  worfhip  and  _    . 
faivocations  are  direfted  to  their  demons,  both  domeftic  and^  .  f 
rural,  to  whom  they  afcribe  the  fole  power  of  blefllngor  oi      *"' 
curfiiig  them,  of  direfting  the  winds,  rains,  ftorms,  or  fine 
weather,  fruitful  or  unfruitful,  healthy  or  fickly  feafons;  Some 
of  them  prefide  over  the  air,  others  over  the  earth,  a  third  fort 
over  the  fea.     Some  are  of  a  benevolent,  other  of  a  mz\tvo- fTheiref^ 
lent  nature  ;   fome  their  friends  and  protcdors,  others  their^r^. 
enemies  and  deftroyers  $  fome  diey  confult  about  future  con- 
tingencks,  as  the  fuccefs  of  a  journey,  hjinting,  fifliing,  fowing, 
reaping,  war,  and  the  like  ;  others  about  palt  tranfadions^  as 
who  hath  fiolen  a  loft  thing  i  whether  fuch  a  deceafed  friend 
<died  of  (bme  accidental  diieafe,  or  was  difpatched  by  fome 
charm  ;  and,  if  the  latter,  who  is  the  author  of  it.  Thefe  pre-  Oma* 
tended  deities  they  reprefem  in  varipus  forms  of  men,  women^^^'-f. 
or  other  living  creatures ;  fome  coarfely  carved,  others  mo-' 
ddled  with  clay  or  dirt ;  fome  of  the  feiall  fort  they  wear  in  a, 
Kttle  wooden  box^endant  about  their  necks,  or  only  tied  to  a 
firing  ;  thofe  of  the  larger  fort  they  fet  up  in  their  houfes,  and 
adorn  their  heads  with  feathers  of  cock  pheafants,  parrots,  and 
other  birdsj'  paint  their  faces  and  bodies  of  divers  cololirs,  and 
hang  little  bits  of  linen,  or  cloth,  little  (hells,  pieces  of  iron, 
and  other  trinkets,  on  their  bodies,  and  on  the  pedeftal  on 
which  they  are  (et^  which  are  like  wife  made  of  earth,  and  fome-^r /.    .  - 
what  like  our  ftone  mortars,  in  which  the  figure  ftands  half  in^^^^^^   ^ 
and  half  out  j  thofe  they  muft  equally  confe«:ate  to  the  bad  as^^^  ^^ 
well  as  to  the  good  demons  j  without  which  they  would  i^^oriand^ood. 
incur  and  feel  the  eiFe£ls  of  their  refentment ''. 

The  perfons  that  are  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  t^iok How  con* 
deities,  are  ufually  well  advanced  in  years,  and  chofen  by  xhtfecrated. 
Enganga  Mokiflb,  or  chief  of  the  magicians  ;  and  the  cere- 
mony of  his  admiflion  being  fomcwhat  ridiculous,  the  reader 
may  fee  it  in  the  margin  (K).   Th^y  are  performed,  however, 

before 

*  DAippER,  La  Croix,  k  al.  ubi  fup,  *^  Ooilvy's 

Afric.  Dapper,  Da vity.  La  Croix,  &  al.  ubi  fup. 

(K)  Tiie  candidate  for  the  Ma«    ielf  alone  in  a  tent  of  palm  leaves  n 
kiSbihip  is  obliged  to  confin^himr    during  theihort  time  of  his  no- 

U  4  yiciate, 
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before  a  numerous  sifiembly,  and  by  that  time  they  are  ended^ 
the  candidate  begins  to  look  wild,  to  niake  ugly  wry  faces, 
and  to  ftretch  his  body  into  feveral  indecent  attitudes,  with 
loud  and  terrible  ihrieks,  and  other  frantic  actions  of  a  mait 
poiTeiTed,  He  takes  fire  in  his  hands,  and  bites  it  without 
burning;  bimfelf.  Some  of  them  are  feen  to  run  with  defpe- 
rate  fwiftnefs  into  fome  de&ct  place,  whither  he  muft  be  fought 
put  by  beat  of  drum,  and  is  found  out  with  his  body  covered 
over  with  various  leaves  and  other  forts  of  verdure,  and 
brought  home  by  his  relations,  with  dances  j  and,  if  not  really 
poiTcUed  by  fome  demon,  a£ls  the  part  of  one  fo  well,  that  the 
people  really  believe  him  to  be  fo.  At  his  return  he  is  aiked 
by  them^  to  what  demon,  law,  and  particular  obfervation,  he 


viciate,  which  lafts  only  fifteen 
days  $  be  mtiil  not  fpeak  •one 
fvord  to  any  one  during  the  firft 
nine  days,  nor  falute  any  perfon 
even  with  the  motion  of  his 
liands  $  to  keep  him  in  nind  of 
it/he  hathaparrot*s  feather  ftuck 
into  each  fide  of  his  moath,  and 
holds  a*  flick  in  his  hand,  with  a 
bufto,  or  a  man's  head,  c^ ved 
'  on  the  upper  end,  which  is  one 
of  the  figures  of  their  idols. 

When  the  time  is  expired,  he 
^nd  his  whole  company,  which 
chieHy  confiib  of  his  relations^ 
remove  to  fome  level  ground, 
where  neither  tree  nor  fhrub 
grows,  where  a  drum  is  placed 
at  the  center,  and  the  zKtmhiy 
form  themfelvcs  into  a  large 
Tin|  about  it,  and  dance  round 
at  thefound  of  it;  whilft  the  En- 
ganga,  or  chief  conjurer,  who 
leads  the  dance,  fings  the  praifes 
of  the  MokiiTo,  or  rural  demon, 
and  begs  his  aiiiftanpe.  The  no- 
vice, if  he  be  not  fick,  whiqh  is 
pften  the  c^fe  of  the  candidates 
for  this  office,  joins  likewife  in 
the  dancp,  not  in  the  ring,  but 
aroun4  the  drummer.  This 
dancing  continues  about  thre^ 
days,  after  which  the  Engatiga 
t^omes  unperceived  behind  the 


novice,  and  fcares  him  with  his. 
frightful  outcries  s  upon  which 
die  drum  immediately  ceafes, 
which  had  continued  beating 
ever  fince  four  of  the  clock  the 
evening  before.  The  Engan^ 
begins  then  to  (hew  fome  of  his 
phrenetic  tricks,  driking  the 
idols  with  his  ftick,  muttering 
fome  anintelligible  words,  and 
marking  his  own  and  the  novice^s 
body  with  little  red  and  white 
fppts,  efpecially  on  the  temples, 
eye- brows,  and  pit  of  the  ilo« 
mach.  in  a  greater  or  fmaller 
number,  according  to  the  height 
and  violence  of  his  phrenfy.  He 
howls  hideoulty,  ftretches  and 
diHorts  his  whole  body  into  va-  ' 
rious  onfeemly  poftures,  take^ 
burning  coals  in  his  hands,  claps 
them  to  his  mouth,  without  re- 
ceiving any  harm,  and  mimics 
all  the  extravagancies  of  a  pof- 
feifed  perfon,  which  his  pupil 
foon  after  (if  we  onderfhmd  our 
authors,  or  they  qnderftood  their 
informer^  arigjit,  for  they  are 
very  different  and  obfcure  in 
their  accounts)  fhives  tp  imitate 
as  well  as  he  can ;  and  this  is  th^ 
ceremony  that  di^bbs  him  a  Mo« 
kifiQprieft  (i$). 


,    d«Ggiis 
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dd^os  to  bind  himfelf  (L),  and  as  foon  as  he  hath  named  one^ 

a  buckle,  or  ring,  is  faftened  round  his  arm^  which  he  muft 

always  wear,  to  put)iim  in  mind  of  his  promtfe.   fiy  this  time  . 

the  fpirit  or  denion,  which  they  fiippofe  to  have  caufed  all 

tfaofe  various  citations,  and  to  have  given  the  anfwer  above-* 

mentioned  by  the  mouth  of  the  poiTefled,  departs  out  of  him, 

leaving  bim  half-dead.     After  he  is  come  to  himfelf,  that  ring  , 

becomes  a  warrant  of  his  fmcerity,  and  he  fwears  by  no  other 

thine  but  the  ring  and  the  demon  to  which  he  hath  dedicated 

himfelf.;  and  fo  fearful  are  they  of  forfwearing  themfelves, 

that  they  will  dexterouily  avoid  taking  that  oath,  whenever 

they  have  no  mind  to  fpeak  the  truth,  or  to  perform  their  pro- 

mife  '• 

The  common  people  have  alfo  one  or  more  of  th^fe  Mo-  H^li 
kiffi>s>.  or  fmall  idoki  thofe  of.a  higher  rank  wear  them  ia'^«^« 

J  lid.  ibid. 


(L)  Thefe  obligations  are 
commonTy  of  the  negative  kind, 
and  coniift  in  abllaining  from 
fome  one  fingle  kind  of  meat,  as 
the  fieih  of  one  kind  of  beaft, 
fo^l,  or  fifh,  fome  kinds  of  roots, 
poUe,  fruits  and  herbs,  going 
Qpon  or  over  any  water,  and 
foch-Iike  ;  every  tribe  or  fami- 
ly having  fome  fuch  obligatory 
ties,  according  to  the  demon  pe- 
caliar  to  them, 

As  foon,  therefore,  as  a  child 
is  bom,  the  Titiffer^^  or  prieft, » 
is  fent  for,  who  firil  interrogates 
the  fether  and  mother  feparate- 
]y,  wherein  their  peculiar  vow, 
or  obligation,  and  that  of  their 
anceftors,confifts;  and,  being  in- 
formed of  it,  he  mutters  fome- 
thing  to  himfelf,  and  then  de- 
dares  that  the  demon,  or  deity, 
enjoins  the  child  to  fach  or  fach 
ohfervance  and  abjfUnence ;  that 
is,  to  one  or  two,  orfometimes 
tlu-ee  of  them,  to  which  the  mo- 
ther takes  fpecial  care  to  accuf- 
;om  them  betimes/ 

Accordingly  fome  of  them 


will  not  allow  themfelves  to  go 
over  the  leafl  puddle  of  water  ; 
others  will  crofs  a  river  over  a 
bridge,  though  not  in  a  boat, 
nor  any  other  way.  Some  will 
not  fuffer  a  razor  nor  fcilTars  to 
go  over  their  heads  or  ^ces  ; 
others  will  fhave  both  ;^  fome 
will  wear  their  hair  long,  and 
(have  their  beards ;  others  will 
wear  their  beards,  and  ihave 
their  heads :  and  likewife  with 
regard  to  their  drefs,  the  mea 
are  not  allowed  to  go  with  their 
heads  uncovered,  but  are  obliged 
to  we^r  fome  kind  of  cap  or 
fillet  about  them.  The  women, 
on  the  contrary,  are  forbidden  to 
wear  any  thing  on  their  heads. 
The  former  are  obliged  to  wear 
fome  furs  over  their  privities  ; 
and  the  women,  inilead  oif  them, 
are  obliged  to  wear  four  or  fkv^ 
pieces  of  Libongos,  a  fort  of 
doth,  about  two  feet  fquare,of 
the  manufadure  of  the  country 
(17),  and  which  paiTes  for  cur- 
rent coin  in  it,  at  we  ihall  ^e  in 
thefe^ael. 


(17}  lkm%  ikU^ 
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greater  numbers ;  and  the  king  wears  fuch  quantities  anct  va- 
riety of  them,  as  would  tire  the  reader  with  the  bare  men- 
€/ curing  tion.     Whenever  any  one  is  fick,  cfpecially  the  king,  or  fomc 
diftafis^     great  man,  his  friends  and  domeflics  will  ipend  fome  dayp  in 
getting  his  demon  to  enter  into  his  body^  and  tell  them,  by 
the  mouth  of  the  patient,  why,  or  for  what  crime  or  negleft, 
he  fufFers  a  perfon  dedicated  to  him  to  be  fo  puniftied  ;  and,  as 
foon  ashehath  acquainted  them  with  thecaufe,  then  they  try  to 
pacify  and  bribe  him,  by  frefti  gifts  and  promifes,  to  reftore  him 
Scrutiny    to  his  health.     And  as  they  cannot  be  perfuaded.that  anyone 
^bout  the  can  die  a  natural  death,  fo,  if  the  patient  chante  to  die,  they 
dead,         will  fpare  neither  time,  coft,  nor  pains,  in  running  from  one 
.of  thefe  conjurers  to  another,  and  from  on^province  to  ano- 
ther, fometimes  during  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  months,  till  they 
have  found  out  one  that  can  tell  them  both  the  caufc  and  author 
of  his  death.     Nothing  can  be  more  fenfelefs  than  the  impli- 
cit faith  with  which  they  receive  the  news;  the  potions  they 
entertain  concerning  thefe  feigned  murders,  and  the  method 
Stupid  no-  they  take  to  retaliate  them  upon  the  pretended  offender.  They 
4iM  about  imagine  th^t  the  fuppofed  murdered  perfony  is,  by  the  fame 
them.         witchcraft,  brought  to  life  again,  and  fpirited away  into  fomc  dc-r 
fart  place,  where  he  is  made  to  work  hard  to  en  ric^  hismurderer, 
tMd   is  fed  with  .meat  without  fait,  beeaufe  oae  fmgle  grain 
would  enabk  him  to  take  the  mod  fevcre  revenge  on  him.  The 
foHy  of  fome  goes  fo  far  as  to  imagine  that  fouk  may,  by  the 
lame  kind  of  witchcraft,  be  tranfported'from  one  country  to 
'  ♦  another,  for  the  fame  ends ;  and  that  the  natives  of  Gibbi^ 
^  lately  defcribed,  were  much  addi£ted  to  that  diabolical  com- 
merce ".  . 
ffotiws         The  Loangoefe  entertain  various  notions  concerning  the  , 
About  the    nature  of  the  human  foul,  but  all  of  them  very  extravagant 
fiui.          and  ftupid.     Thofe  of  the  royal  family  imagine  that  the  fouls 
^.        '    *of  their  dcceafed  relations  tranfmigrate  into  the  bodies  of  thofe 
that  are  afterwards  born  in  the  fame  famijy.     Others  chink 
that  the  departed  fouls  become  demons,  heroes,  houftould 
£0^5,  and  guardian  fpirits,  and  make  them  little  niches  under 
the  roof  of  the  houfe,  where  they  place  their  idols,  which  are 
commonly  about  a  fpan  long,  and  offer  theai  fome  portion  of 
their  meat  and  drink,   before  they  ventured  to  tafte  a  bit. 
Others  affign  them  a  place  of  rcfort  under  the  earth,  wherer 
they  enjoy  a  new  kind  of  life,  in  a  higher  or  lower  rank,  ac- 
cording to  their  merits^  whilft  imbodied.     A  third  fort  think 
fouls  die  with  the  bodies,  unlefs  they  be  kept  alive  by^  th<B 
witchcraft  of  an  enemy,  in  or4er  to  render  them  ferviceable  tof 

«  OciLB Y,  ibid.  p.  5 1 2, &  fe<i..  Li^ Ci^oiXj  ubi fup,  vol,  iii.  p. 
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his  avarice  and  intereft.   They  all  believe  that  their  Mokiflbs,  Jmic/ 
or,  as  ^he  Portuguefe  call  them,  Fetiflbs,  that  is  the  <]einon  to  their  Mp* 
whom  they  have  been  dedicated  at  their  birth,  have  power  tp  ^^« 
inflid  puniCbments,  or  even  death,  on  thofe  who  negleft  or 
break  any  of  thofe  obfervances  to  which  they  have  bound  them- 
selves.    Accordingly,  when  a  man  enjoys  a  good  degree  of 
health,  and  other  worldly  profperity,  hcf  naturally  flatters  him- 
&lf  that  his  Mokiifo  is  well  fatisfied  with  his  fervice  and  com- 
portment }  but,  when   matters  go  otherwife  with  him,  he 
then  thinks  it  high  time  to  look  about  him,  and  to  examine 
in  what  he  hath  difpleafcd  him,  and  what  may  be  the  proper- 
eft  means  to  regain  his  favour,  or,  at  leaft,  to  ward  ofF  the. 
deadly  blow. .  But  if  one  were  to  a(k  them  what  notion  they 
have  of  the  nature  and  poWer  of  thofe  MokifTos,  or  what  Aey 
inean  by.  that  word,  they  will  anfwer  that  they  underftand  by 
it  that  fecret  an  J  incomprehenfible  energy  or  virtue,  which  ^fttttbi 
they  conceive  and  find  to  be  lodged  in  fome  beings  or  things,  of  ^^^  *^' 
doing  good  and'evil,  and  of  communicating  the  knowlege  oS^^Jf*" 
things  paft,  prefent,  and  to  come  ".     This,  our  authors  tell  ^^^^" 
us,  cannot  be  termed  idolatry,  feeing  they  neither  attribute  his 
power  to  the  deity,  of  which  they  have  fcarcely  any  know- 
lege, nor  to  any  evil  fpirit  or  devil,  for  which  they  have  not  fo 
much  as  a  name ;  fo  that  they  give  the  name  of  MokiflTo  to 
every  thing  in  which  they  obferve  or  fuppofe  this  extraordinary 
power.    So  that,  according  to  thefe  authors,  if  they  rightly 
vnderftand,  or  have  had  this  part  of  the  Loangoefe  belief  rightly 
explained  to  them,  they,  thro'  miftake,  afcribe  thofe  events  to  t 
fome  extraordinary  power  and  virtue  of  the  Mokifib,  which 
are  either  the  efFedl  of  their  imagination,  or  of  natural  means 
stnd  the  courfe  of  things.     Thus  if  a  man  hath  a  good  con* 
fiitution,  and  lives  chafte  and  regular,   they  attribute  his 
health  to  the  Mokiflb,  and  to  the  falubrious  rules  and  in-  P^y  no 
jundtons  prefcribed  by  it,  inftead  of  afcribing  it  to  thofe  vir-  ^orjbipu 
tues  which  of  themfelves  were  capable  of  producing  thofe  ef-  '^'  ^^'O'* 
fipfts  (M).    Whereas,  did  they  look  upon  them  to  be  more 

than 

9  pAPFEU,  La  Croix,  k  al.  ubi.  fup. 

.  (M)  We  have  great  reafon  to  language  for  the  devil  j  if  they 

q^uefHon  whether  our   aucbors  ftyleevery  thing  Mokiflb,  where 

a|)ove  quoted  were  rightly  in-  they  obferve  or  fuppofe  an  over- 

ftradled  by  ti^eir  informers  in  all  ruling  power;  whence  can  they 

the  particulars  they  have  given  imagine  fuch  an  intelligent  and 

OS  upon  this  head.    If  the  Lo-  over-ruling  power  can  proceed  ? 

angoeft  have  no  notion  of  a  fu-  If  they  have  no  name  for  the 

preme  deity,  nor  of  any  evil  fpi-  devil,  nor  any  notion  of  evil  fpi- 

|i^;  j^^r  even  si  9^^  i^  tbeir  xits,  how  ^ame  thofe  authors  to 
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.    than  the  occult  caufe  of  fome  efied  which  is  above  their  com* 

prehenfion,  did  they  imagine  them  to  have  a  divine  benevolent 

power,  to  be  the  dilpofers  of'good  and  evil,  happinefs  and  mi- 

No  notiw  ^^7'  rewards  and  punifhments,  both  in  this  and  a  future  life, 

rf^/m"     which  laft  they  make  a  mere  jeft  of,  this  would  induce  them 

tuTilifi.    to  pay  afuitable  kind  of  worihip  to  them,  which  yet  they  do 

not;  and  they  would  apply  to  them  in  a  proper  manner,  inilead 

of  ufing  fuch  fortileges,  and  pretended  conjuring  tricks,  which 

tbeirjugglingptieftsinjoin  them.  Antient  tradition  and  cuftoms, 

and  the  example  and  pradice  of  their  princes  and  great  men, 

whofe  intereft  it  is  to  connive  at  and  encourage  fuch  fuperfit^r 

tions,  all  contribute  to  make  them  lay  the  whole  ftrefs  of  their 

good  or  ill  fortune  on  the  efficacy  of  fuch  extravagant  means, 

as  Qonjuring  fongs,  dances,  drummings,  and  other  prepofier* 

ous  ceremonies  ^ 

"Superaatuf     ^^'^  ^^^  **  ^^^"^^  extreme  ignorance,  it  feems,  that  though 

iralpowir  ^^'^  monarchs  only  ftylc  themfclves  Mani,  or  lords  of  Loan^ 

mttrihuud  £^9  their  fubje£^s  not  only  give  them  the  title  of  Mokiflbs,  but 

/» tJbeir      imagine  them  to  be  endowed  with  a  kind  of  fupernatural  and 

fr$Mc^j,      unlimited  power.  He  can,  according  to  them,  not  only  enrich 

and  impoveri(h  his  fubjeds  by  one  fmgle  word,  raife  deftruc- 

tive  wars  in  the  provinces,  and  fend  myriads  of  people  to  their 

**  Dapper*  La  Croix,  &  al.  ubi  fup. 

fiyle  their  MokiiTos    by    that  are  affirmed  to  acknowlege  ma- 

name  ?    and  their  faperfUtious  levolent  fpirits,  whom  they  call 

rites,  conjuring  and  diabolical  Sagufcbi^  or  MaguJJt^  or ^zxxord* 

trade  ?  ing  to  Batttl^Mobiffos^  to  whom 

Bat  it  is  plain,  as  we  (hall  they  pay  an  in  tire  obedience, 

hereafter  fliew,  from  feveral  ce-  offer  human  and  other  facriiices, 

remonies  tkey  obferve  towards  according  as  their  priefts,  who 

their  deceaied  friends,  and  the  va-  pretend  a  familiar  con  verfe  with 

rious  though  wild  ideas  they  en-  them»  are  pleafed  to  prefcribe  f . 

tertain  of  their  flate  and  condi-  From  all  which  we  may  con- 

tion  after  death,  that  they  en-  elude,  that  they  look  upon  the 

tertain  a  kind  of  imperfect  belief  two  luminaries  to  be  the  deities 

of  a  future  life,  of  rewards  and  who  difpenfe  the  good,  and  the 

punifhments,  as  well  as  of  (bme  MokiiTos  co  be  the  inili£ters  of 

deity  that  is  the  difpenfer  of  the  evil,  that  happens  to  them 

them.  both  in  this  and  the  next  life. 

We  are,  indeed,  told  by  Odo-  And  this  may  be  probably  the 

ard  Lope^^  that  they  worihip  the  motive    that   induces  them   to 

fun  as  the  greater  or  male,  and  fiand  in  greater  awe  and  to  be 

the  moon  as  the  lefTer  or  female,  more  obedient  to  the  latter  than 

deity  ♦  ;  and,  next  to  them,  they  td  the  former. 

•  ^p»  Pigaftt.  f,  lot  0d»Jini  &M^  'f  Davlfy  Loatrgo^Q  suEi^ 

gravel i 
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graves;  and,  what  is  ftill  more  extraordinary^iie  can  bringdown^ 
or  with-'hold  rains  and  ftorms  at  his  pleafure.    He  cantranf- 
form  hihifelf  into  a  wild  beaft,  and  bend  an  elef^ant's  tooth, 
fo  as  to  tie  it  into  a  knot.  His  nobles  have  likewife  fomething  «»/«#-> 
of  the  fame  extraordinary  power  in  a  greater  or  lefler  degree,  ilis. 
according  as  their  dignity  is  nearer  or  farther  from  the  regal ; 
according  to  which  they  are  likewife  tied  to  a  greater  or  lefler  Strange 
number  of  rules  and  abftinences,  but  the  king  to  the  greateft  edtuatiw. 
number  of  all  (N), 

The  fingangas,  or  priefts  of  this  country,  do  all  take  the  Variety  9f 
title  of  Mokiflb;  but  are  diftinguiihed  by  the  names  of  the  Mokifos. 
Moktflb,  alur,  or  temple,  which  they  ferve,  or,  more  proper- 
Iv,  from  the  village  in  which  they  ftand ;  as  Ganga-Thmco^ 
Ganga^BaeJi'batta^  Ganga-  KikokoQ^  &c.  There  is  a  very  great 
number  of  them  in  the  kingdom,  but  neither  temples,  idol$9 
nor  ceremonies  ufed  in  any  of  them,  have  any  thing  worth 
mentioning.  We  (hall;  however,  defcribe  one  of  them,  and 
that,  in  every  refpe£t^  the  moft  remarkable  of  all,  by  which 
the  reader  may  Form  a  judgment  of  the  reft. 

It  is  that  of  Therico^  a  great  viHage  about  four  leagues  north-  <rbat  •f 
ward  of  Bearye,  or  Boarg^  the  antient  name  of  the  capital  Lo»  Therico^ 
ango  P.  The  temple,  which  makes  a  confiderable  part  of  ihe 
place,  is  a  large4)uilding,  the  pillars  of  which,  as.  well  as  the 
Mokiilb,  have  the  figure  of  a  man.  The  Enganga,  who  is 
lord  of  the  village,^  performs  the  fervice  every  morning,  by 
firiking  a  fleece  of  wool  with  his  ftaff,  and  muttering  fome 

P  See  before,  p.  272»&feq. 

(N}  Tliu$,  to  give  our  read-  abftain  from  all  kind  of  fowl,    ,« 

en  an  inftance  of  this  progref-  except  what  he  kills  with  his 

fioD*:  when  the  firfl  fon  of  the  own  hand,  and  direds  the  dref« 

king's  fifter,  who  is  the  prefamp*  fmg  of.    As  he  draws  nearer  to 

tive  heir,  istborn,  he  is  convey-  the  crown,  he  removes  to  Sola/" 

ed  to  the  village  of  ijffftf,  where  Ji^  or,  perhaps,  ^^z/rg-,  Bocko,  and 

lie  is  interdided  the  eating  of  C«;a;  in  all  which  he  binds  him- 

fwine*s  fleih,   all  the  time  he  felf  in  a  ftill  greater  number  of 

fncks  at  the  breaft.     As  foonas  obfervances  and  abftinences  of 

he  is  weaned,  he  is  removed  to  the  like  trifling  natare,  till  ke 

Moanxa^   where  he  is  further  comes  at  length  to  mount  the 

ittterdidted  the  eating  of  a  frUit  throne,  where  he  plunges  him- 

called  Cola.    As  foonas  they  felf  into  an  ocean  of  Mokiflbifh 

perceive  the  down    upon  his  ceremonies,  power,  wifdom,  and 

cheeks,  the  care  of  him  is  com-  a&ive  intelligence  of  the  Mo- 

mitted  to  a   celebrated  prieft,  kiifate(l9). 
who  is  to  ioflrudt  him  how  to 

(19)  £«  Cr9i9,  Dafftr,  &Ah    . 
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coqutiiig'  n^ords)  to  whibh  a  jputhy  whQ^^ffifts  him,  make* 

ri^gnlar  rerponfes.    After  wliich  he  address  his  petition  to  the 

MokiiTo,  in  which  he  recommends  tx>  his  care  the  health  and 

proipertty  of  the  king,  the  welfare  of  the  country,  the  fertility 

.       of  the  land,  the  good  fucccfe  of  their  trai&ck>  and  their  fi(bery« 

At  the  mention  of  the  king's  name,  all  the  people  dap  theic 

.   faacids  aloud,  in  token  of  affent  and  afFedton.    This  is  all  we 

are  told  concerning  the  worfhip  of  this  Mokiffo,  in  which 

there   is  little  or  nothing  extravagant,  or  to  be  found  fault 

j^/ttrdity  with.  But  that  of  fome  others,  efpecially  of  that  of  B^efi-batta^ 

oftbtir      which  is  the  next  in  dignity  and  rank,  is  performed  with  a 

wprj^if  of  g/mtcr  and   more  noify  train  of  ceremonies,  and  pretended 

Hbers,       conjuring  tricks,  with  tne  mufic  of  little  bells,  drums,  ^nd 

other  harih  inflruments,  but  (o  ridiculous  and  void  of  (cnfc  or 

meaning,  that  we  (hall  gladly  forbear  difgufting  our  readert 

with  them.     I'hofe  who  are  curious  in  fuch  infignificant  oddi-^ 

ties,  may  fee  a  fuUef  detail  in  the  authors  mentioned  in  the 

ttrargm^. 

Fnntral         As  they  have  no  notioi%  of  a  future  life,  exctpt  what  the  foul 

•bjkquie*.    jj*  forced  to  by  enchantment,  for  the  ill  purpofes,  lately  hinted  r^ 

ib  all  their  mourning  and  funeral  obfequies  are  calculated 

Merely  to  exprcfs  their  rofped  for,  and  grief  for  the  lofs  of^ 

their  d^cesfed  friends.     Accordingly  they  hardly  exprefs  any 

token  of  concern  till  the  moribund  is  quite  expired  ;  and  then 

k  is  thai  every  one  be^ns  to  howl  and  cry  at  a  dreadful  rate^ 

croud  about  the  dead  body,  bring  it  out  of  the  houfe,  and  afk 

what  was  the  caufe  of  his  death  ?  whether  want  of  food  orotljer 

neccffaries,  or  any  enchantments,  and  the  like  ?  This  loud 

hurly-burly  lafts  cJommbnly  about  two  or  three  hours ;  during 

'  whicsh  tirfte  feme  6f  the  relations  are  birfy  in  wifhing,  cortb- 

feig,  fliavittg,  and  anofnting  the  deceafed  with  red  wood,  par* 

frt^hrs  nails,  and  getting  ready  fuch  bf  his  gbods  as  are  to  be 

tm  into  his  grave,  and  others  in  digging  of  it  of  a  fufEcient 

brgnefs  to  contain  both  it  and  them.     As  looii  as  all  is  thus  far 

ready»  they  fnatch  up  the  corpfe,  and  run  away  with  it  with 

all  poffible  fpeed  and  hurry,   the  company  following  at  the 

feme  furious  rate  ;  and,  when  they  come  to  the  place,  throw 

^     the  body  and  goods  into  the  grave  with  the  Kke  precipitation^ 

Thefe  are  commonly  fome  of  the  deceafed's  clothes,  tools 

weaf»ons,  &c,  ;  and,  when  they  are  too  many  for  Che  grave  to 

concalil,  they  hang  them  upon  fiiort  Ipofts,  ftuck  into  the 

^        ground,  after  having  firft  torn^and  mangled  them,  to  prevent 

thei#  h6ing  fto)6n>    The  mourning  lalts  fix  week$;  during 

«  Dapper  Loango,  La  Croix,  ubi  fop. p,  403,  & fcq.    Ocil* 
by's  Afric,  p..5is«  5  S^ip.  p.  298, 
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which  the  relations  of  the  deceafed  meet  at  the  place  mxxmsig  Their     / 
and  evening  to  bewail  hisjdeath  ».  .  ^        moumingit 

If  the  deceafed  be  a  pcrfon  of  rank,  they  begin,  even  f^^^/orpgr- 
the  time  of  his  falling  fick,  to  make  the  ftrideft  enquiries  whe-^^^ 
ther  his  difeafe  be  not  caufed  by  fome  inchantment.  The  ranJt. 
Engangas,or  ju^ling  priefts,  areconfulted  about  it,  and  giyc 
what  anfwer  and  advice  fuit  moft  to  their  intereft  or  credit  } 
and,  if  they  jM'onounce  him  bewitched,  all  forts  of  counter- 
cbarms  are  afed  for  his  cure.  If  none  of  them  avail,  and  the  Other  ce^ 
patient  die,  they  ufc  much  the  fame  ceremonies  with  him  as  remmie$. 
they  do  with  thofe  of  meaner  rank,  but  with  this  diflference, 
that  they  extend  the  dead  body  on  the  floor,  in  fome  large 
chamber,  inftead  of  the  ftreet,  and  fpend  three  days,  inftead  of 
three  hours, in  lamenting  his  death,  trimming  his  body,  and 
jipaking  other  preparations  for  his  interrment.  All  this  time 
his  male  r^ations  continue  crying  and  howling  about  his. 
Corpfc  i  whilft  the  female  ones  keep  dancing  in  Another  apart- 
ment, and  fmging  his  panegyrics,  fetting  forth  the  nobility  o{ 
his  lineage,  the  greatnefs  of  his  eftatc,  the  number  of  his 
friends  and  enemies,  and  the  ftate  and  grandeur  in  which  he 
fived.  The  mention  of  his  enemies  by  name  fcldom  failing 
of  creating  a  fufpicion  that  fome  of  them  may  have  caufed  his 
death  by  witchcraft,  efpccially  if  the  Engangas  have  given 
their  verdia  in  that  fcnfe,  new  and  ftriaer  enquiries  arc 
made  ;  and  if  no  certainty  can  be  got  out  by  that  means,  they 
unanimoufly  refolve  to  confult  one  of  the  Mokiffi)s,  and  every 
one  contributes  fome  clothes  and  other  things  tQ  defray  the 
eMcnce  of  the  enquiry.  On  the  third  day  the  corpfe,  with  all 
the  other  goods  that  are  to  accompany  it,  are  hurried  away, 
with  the  fame  fpeed  and  precipitation  lately  mentioned,  to 
the  burying  place,  which  is  either  in  the  fields,  or  at  Kienga^ 
where  divers  Engangas,  or  wizards,  belonging  to  the  Mo- 
kiffo  of  Kikekoo^  refide.  There  they  throw  the  body  and  other 
utenftis,  fuch  as  an  earthen  pot,  a  wooden  fhovel,  an  arrow, 
a  calabalh,  a  drinking  cup;,  a  pipe,  a  tobacco-box,  a  ftaff,  a 
lance,  and  others  of  the  like  nature.  What  is  not  thrown  in- 
to the  grave  is  fufpended  on  pofts  fet  around  it  s  after  which 
the  mourning  lafts  two  or  three  months,  the  friends  and  re- 
lations repairing  to  the  place  morning  and  evening,  and  ftiak- 
iDg  the  ufual  bowlings  and  lamentations  over  it,  and  die 
fcrutiny  after  t\ie  caufe  of  the  perfon's  death  is  carried  on  with 
the  ufual  formality,  by  the  near  relation  appointed  by  the  reft 
for  that  purpofe.  *  The  ceremony  being  only  a  mere  JAiggle, 
of  the  pretended  conjurers,  and  having  nothing  either  fatif- 
b&orj  or  rational>  the  reader  may  fee  a  ihort  account  of  it  in 

;  DArPB&,&  air  nbi  fap« 
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the  ihafgifl  (O),  whilft  we  dofe  up  this  of  the  fiuend  obfe- 
quies  with  reminding  the  reader  of  what  we  touched  upott 

on 


(O)  It  confifts  chiefly  in  con- 

folting  the  Enganga  about  the 
reality  of  the  perfon's  being  dif- 
patcbed  out  of  this  world  by 
feme  inchantment,  and  then  in 
Ending  the  inchanter  out,  and 
bringing  him  to  con(Jign  punifh- 
ment. 

The  firft  is  done  by  confulting 
the  Enganga  about  it,  who,  upon 
thefeoccaiionSfCoromonly  fits  up- 
on the  ground,  behind  his  houfe, 
with  a  large  knife  laid  before 
him,  which  he  often  preiTes  with 
his  fingers,  aiking  his  pretended 
fpirit,  whecher  fuch  a  one,  who 
is  dead  and  buried,-  was  killed 
by  his  Mokiifo.  for  infringing 
feme  of  his  injun^ions  ?  or  whe- 
ther any  of  his  enemies  caufed 
him  to  be  bewitched  tq  death  ? 
He  then  begins  to  rub  his  hands 
one  againft  another;  and  if  he 
quickly  after  claps  them  one 
againft  the  other,  and  leaves  off 
rubbing,  they  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  perfon  was  killed  by 
his  MokiiTo,  and  not  by  inchant- 
ment ;  but  if  he  continues  rub-r 
bing  and  clapping  alternately, 
they  conclude  that  fome  witch* 
craft  was  ufed;  and  then  the  En* 
ganga  aflcs  again,  if  he  was  be- 
witched to  death  ?  by  whom  was 
it  done  ?  an  acquaintance  or 
Granger  ?  man  or  woman  ?  where 
dwells.the  bewitchcr?  whatMo- 
kifTo  did  he  apply  to  to  do  the 
jobb? 

If  the  Enganga  can  give  them 
no  faeisfadory  anfwer  to  thofe 
queftions,  which  he  feldom  ven- 
tares  to  do,  they  will  purfue 
their  enquiry,  and  ramble  from 
one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
other»  two  or  three  mgnths  fuc* 


ceffively » confultmg  everyEngan* 
g«  and  MokiiTo,  till  they  can» 
by  fome  means  or  conjedure^ 
pitch  upon  fomebody  for  the 
fuppofed  offender,  or  at  leaft 
upon  fome  village,  where  he 
lives.  Having  gone  fo  far  as 
they  think  in  their  -  enquiry, 
they  apply  to  the  king,  or  to 
the  chief  of  the  Bandas,  for 
leave  to  fummon  the  village  to 
undergo  the  trial  of  the  Bandas« 
cup.  The  king  commimly  ap* 
points  nine  or  ten  perfons  to 
try  the  caufe.  Thefe  go  and  fit 
on  the  highway^  on  the  ground, 
in  the  form  of  a  half  moon,  and 
fummon  the  whole  hamlet  to 
appear.  Whoever  negledls  the 
fummons,  man  or  woman,  are 
of  courfe  deemed  guilty ;  for 
which  reafon  they  dare  not  ab* 
fent  themfelves. 

Accufers  and  accafed  being 
heatd,  a  cup  of  the  Bandas  li- 
quor is  offered  to  every  one  of 
the  latter;  which  while  they 
drink,  the  judges  beat  their 
drums  with  fnudl  fiicks,  and 
afterwards  cut  them  into  little 
pieces,  and  throw  them  on  the 
ground,  and  bid  the  accafed  to 
walk  one  after  another  up6n 
them,  and  to  fall  down  if  they 
they  are  guilty,  and  if  innocent 
to  Hand  and  pifs  upon  them. 
If  any  of  them  trip  or  (tum- 
ble, they  are  io  overwhelmed. 
with  the  hideous  din  of  the 
by-fhinders,  that  they  have  no 
power  to  rife^  and  are  therefore 
call  as  guilty.  But  thofe  that 
can  keep  upon  their  legs,  and 
pifs  upon  fome  of  the  dkips  of 
the  dicks,  are  carried  off  in  tri- 
umph to  the  village. 
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anoth^  account,  concerning  the  right  of  inheritanoe ;  viz* 

that  they  are  not  the  children,  but  the  eldeft  brother  or  fifler 

of  the  deceafed  thfit  claim  it^ 

-     They  fuiFer  no  Grangers  to  be  buried  in  this  country,  but  StroMgif^^ 

oblige  them  to  be  conveyed  in  a  hoat  two  miles  from  the  not  allenji'- 

ihove,  and  to  be  flung  into  the  fea.     The  occafion  of  this  in.-  edburiail 

horpitablecuftom«  we  are  told,  was  this".    A  certain  Portu- 

guefg  gentleman  chanced  to  die  and  to  be  buried  there.     He 

liad^ot  lain  above  four  months  in  the  ground^  before  a  threat- 

Aing  famine,'  occafio^ed  by  want  of  rain,  obliged  ,the  inhabi-. 

tants  taconfult  the  Mokiflgs  about  the  caufe  of  it,  who  were 

anfwered,  that  41  chriftian  bad  been  interred  among  them,  and 

muft  be- removed,  and  thrown  into  the  fea,  before  they  could 

obuin  any  rain.     The  peo()le  obeyed,  and  were  bleft  with  a 

^  See befpFe»  p.  295.  Dapper,  La  Croix,  &&].  ubifup. 

.■  Battel  ill Farcbas  Pilgr.  vol.  ii.  p.  981.  ^ 


If  none  of  the  men  are  fo  un- 
happy as. to  fall,  the  women 
muft  come  ne;ct  and  drink  one 
after  another  out  of  the  fame 
cap ;  and  if  any  of  them  fall, 
they  are  hurried  away  to  death 
without  metcy,  as  wiell  as  the 
men.  And  it  often  happens 
that  thefe  onhappy  vidims  of  fu- 
perftitioD  and  jugglery  are,  half 
or  three  pares  martyred  before 
they  come  to  the  place  of  execu*- 
lion,  by. the  baling  and  blows 
of  thefpedators,  who,  old  and 
yoang,  men  and  women,  in  this 
country,  take  an  iiihunian  de- 
light in  tormenting  them. 

Our  authors  do  not  tell  us  ex- 
actly what  liquor  it  is  that  the 
■  fiandas  give  them  to  drhik,only 
Dafipttf  who  calls  it  Imbonda, 
iaye  it  is  made  from  the  root  of 
'  a  tree,  or  ihrab,  of  that  name, 
about  ^fix  inches  loi^,  and  re- 
f^^blmg  a  white  carrot.  He 
adds,  that  (he  liquor  brewed 
from  it  is  exceilively  bitter,  and 
fo  ftrong,  that  one  root  would 
ierve  to  try  an  hundred  people  ; 


and  that  by  its  aflringehcy,  wTiich 
is  attended  wuh  a  fuppreflion 
of  urin6,  it  is  aptcr  to  fly  up  in- 
to the  head ;  though  he  feems  to 
allow  that  by  the  inchantmentof 
the  Enganga^  or  conjurer,  it  ac- 
qnires  a  ftiil. greater  ilrength  and 
virtue.  If  that  were  the  caCr, 
what  need  would  there  be  to 
give  it  in  fuch*a  large  dofe  as  a 
pint  and  a  half  to  each  perfon ; 
which,  naufeous  as -he  defcribes 
it,  and  hetell&us  he  tailed  of  it, 
one  would  think  impoflible  for 
any  one,  efpecialiy  of  the  fe- 
male kind,  to  fwallow  down. 
However  that  be,  we  may  reafon- 
ably  conclude  it,  from  the  whole 
procefs,  to  be  intoxicating  to  a 
high  degree;  and  that  thofe  jug- 
glers make  it  more  or  lefs  fo, 
according  as  they  are  bribed,  or 
.  incl  ned  to  fave  or  facrifice  a 
perfon.  It  is,  however,  feldom 
feen  ihat  the  rich  fubmit  to  this 
tryal ;  fo  that  the  whole  burden 
falls  only  on  thdl^oor,  who  are 
not  in  a  condition  to  buy  it  off 
(20). 


(»o)  Dapper,  La  Croix,  ubi  Jup,  Ogilhfs  Afrit,  p,  541. 
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iplcntiful  rain  within  three  days  ;  and  everfinee  thattim  thty 

have  notpermitttd  any  of*  diem  to  be  put  into  thegraaid. 

Commerce  The  commerce  of  this  country  .confifts  chiefly  ki  flaivs^  !irttdi 

IT  Loan-   arc  eftccmed  the  greateft  riches  of  it :  we  (ball,  howeverj  for* 

8^*  bear  repeating  what  we  have  faid  of  it  in  fome  foregoifig^dw^ 

ters,  particularly  in  the  hiftory  <J(  Angela  ^,  it  being  OGadytlie ' 

'       fame,  and  carried  on  in  the  fame  manner  along  -A  thefe 

coafls.     The  Loangoefe  fell  likewife  great  qaafitkka  ol  ivoiy, 

tin,  kad,  iron,  and  copper,  which  they  feteh  as  far  a$  ifim 

the  mines  of  Sun£,  which  lie  on  the  road  Ib^P^mtfi^  vAttA 

laft  almoft  idjoins  to  the  Abiffinkm  empire*.     The  /mttks 

and  artifts  in  mines  go  hence  in  the  month  of  S^piemberfyt 

the  kingdom  of  Sundi^  and  being  arrived  at  the  mottntaiflB 

where  the  copper  mines  are,  fet  their,  flaves  to  w^rk  in  ibtm. 

They  melt  the  ore  on  the  fpot;  but  as  they  have  not  the  art 

of  purifying  it  from  other  metads,  which  will  intermixthem- 

fclvcs  with  it,  even  within  the  bowels  of  the^arth»-thdr  cop- 

per  is  neither  fo  pure  nor  fi>  valuable.    The  Burgeons  h?vc, 

fince  the  laft  century,  fent  fome  good  ardfts  to  teadiiheqi 

how  to  refine  it,  but  the  natives  are  either  fo  indocite  "w^Uh 

dolent)  that  they  have  not  reaped  any  greatad  Vantage  from  th^ 

inftrufiions.  They  are  employed  at  that  work  until  the  monft 

id  May  Mlowin^  at  which  time  they  bring  with  their  copp^ 

^at  quantities  of  elephants  teeth,  but  of  a  fmaller  fize,  and 

elephants  tails,  which  the  Portugiufe  convey  to  Luanda  San 

Petuhy  where  the  negroes  of  that  towii  hav«  the  art  of 

ing  that  hair  into  bracekCs,  coUais,  girdles,  and  other 

ments,  exceedingly  neat  and  beautiftil* 

CmmiH'      These  two  Idt  commodities  the  Loangc^fe  bring  from  Jk- 

ties  ex'     ka  Maek^  al.  Bdekdmela  \  in  exchange  f<H*  which  they  criny 

changed,    thither  fait,  palnh-oll,  Sikfia  tickings,  cutlass,  lookrnggfads, 

beads,  and  other  fuch  trifling  rarities.     This  traffickin^hrKc 

made  much  more  advantageous,  and  be  extendecl  as  ^is 

%lftru8ed  P^^^y  MonzOy  and  the  kingdom  of  Micoccoj  but  for  thephu)- 

hy  tbeGi'  ^ing  Giagtts  that  fwarm  along  tbefe  parts,  and  infeft  all  tbe 

agas.         i^oads  between  Loang^  and  Pomb$  ;  iniomucb,  that  theauit 

ters,  not  daring  to  hazard  their  perfiims,  are  obliged  to  carry  it 

'  on  by  their  flaves.    The  Portijiguefe  export  likewife  from  X*- 

ang9  feveral  forts  of  cloths,  the  manufa^ure  of  the  cpuntiy, 

fome  of  which  pafs  for  money  both  there  and  mother  ncigh^ 

hofj        bouring  kingdoms.    As  for  the  ivory  trade,  it  hath  been  fbond 

trapck      long  fmce  to  dwindle  every  yeir  ftiorci  whether  it  he  that  the 

n^bydwin'-  elephants  arealmoll  exhausted,  or  that  the  natives  think  \t  too 

^^^*         far  to  fetch  it,  the  journey  to  and  fro  taking  them  fulJ*thifce 


Before,  p.  i88,&feq. 


*  See  the  map  prefixed  to  vol.  xv.  p.  r, 
Oiontbsy 
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months,  there  being  no  other  way  of  bringing  tbofe  elephants 
feeth  but  on  the  heads  of  their  flaves. 

Thos^  Europeans  that  defisn  to  trade  to  Loango  are  obliged 
to  obtain  9  licence  for  it  from  me  king,  by  dint  of  rich  prefents, 
..  jpx)t  only  to  him,  but  to  bis  mother,  to  his  queen,  to  the  two 
intcndants  of  the  finances,  and  to  the  governor  oi  Majumhoy  - 
which  makes  it  v6ry  chargeable  and  difficult.  Add  to.  this, 
tfa^t  the  Loangoefe^  not  underftanding  any  language  but  their .  > 
p,wn,one  is  obliged  to  hire  fome  of  their  hfhermen,  who  have 
commonly  a  fmattering  of  the  Portuguefsy  to  ferve  for  inter- 
preters ana  brokers  ^. 

Their  money  is  no  other  than  a  flight  piece  of  cloth  of  Their  m^-^ 
idxeir  own  weaving,  of  which  we  have  fpoken  a  little  higher  5  »cr- 
and  four  of  which  being  fown  together,  each  of  the  breadth 
and  width  of  a  fpan  and  a  half,  are  worth  about  a  penny. 
Thcfe  pieces,  which  the  Portuguefe  call  Pannos  fambesy  were 
in  great  vogue  before  the  eftabliihing  of  the  Eaji-India  com* 
pahies,  when  all  the  provinces  of  Holland  txchzng^cd  them 
mxr  the  copper  and  elephants  teeth  which  they  purchafed.  But 
from  that  time  their  value  is  greatly  lellened ;  and  17  of  thofe 
jtfibangosy  as  they  are  called,  are  given  for  a  Siiefia  ticking,  and 
•five  for  a  pound  of  ivory  *.  "^ 

We  have  already  hinted  that  Loango  was  part  of  the  king-  Gnffm' 
dom  oiKongOy  and  that  the  Mani,  or  governors,  pf  its  feveral  worf. 
{NTovinces,  revolted  from  it,  and  ereAed  themfelves  into  inde- 
{indent  principalities,  till  one  of  them  grew  rich  and  powerfol 
enough  to  fu()due  all  the  reft  «,  and  not  only  to  aiTume  the  ^e  Vwg" 
royal  title  and  dignity,  but  to  ftrii*  his  old  mailer  of  feveral  ^"«»  ^wi 
<Hbcrs  of  his  provinces,  and  to  make  himfelf  fo  abfolute  in  \i\sfii»ded. 
mw  kingdom,  as  to  be  in  fome  meafure  worihipped  as  a. god 
by  hia  wbjefls  t.     They  give  him  the  name,  or  tide,  qiSam*  **'  *^** 
ila-p»ngOy  which  it  that  of  the  deity,  and  afcribe  almoft  as  ex*  *^^^ 
teniivc  a*  power  to  him,  and  addrefs  him  either  for  rain  or  '^fi^P- 
hwX&X  feafons,  and  temporal  bJeffings,  with  even  greater  fo-  ^^^ 
Icnnky  than  ocfa»  nations  do  their  gods  (P). 

Most 

y  Davlty^Dappbr,  La  Croix,  Battel,  &al.  «  lid. 

i)Md»  vid.  &  fup.  p.  1 89,  &  feq.       ^  Ibid,  p  29,  &  feq.        ^  Bat- 
TELj  ttbi  fup.  vol.  ii.  p.  980,  Sc  aL  fup.  citat. 

(P)  Beateif  who  was  prefent  for  the  folemnity  ;  which  when 

at  one  of  the£e.  grand  ceremo-  come,  all  bis  grandees  and  chief 

.  niesy  when  they  addreflfed  that  oScers    afTcmhlcd    themfelves, 

'  prs|ioe  for  a  fupjrfy  of  rain»  teUs  with  their  men  aH  armed  as  for 

Bs,  that  every  one ol  the  fappli-  war.     They    prefented    them" 

cants  brought  him  a  prefent;  af-  felves  before  him  in  their  proper 

ter  which  he  ^jppoiaicd  a  d^y  lurns^  with  thf  ir  bows  and  ar- 

^    ^  Digitized  fy^teOgie 
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Bis  officers     MosT  of  the  king's  chief  minifters  are  likewife  appoifited 

o/flutt*  Maniy  or  governors',  of  provinces,  the  revenues  of  which 
enable  them  to  live  with  greater  fplendor,  and  to  make  t 
greater  figure  at  court,  than  they  could  do  with  the  bare  Ikla^ 

Admirml '  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  refpeSive  pofts.  Tiie  Mani  Bon^ma,  for  inftaiicei 
is  both  high  admiral  and  governor  of  Lovangiri.     The  Ma- 

renerah  ni-oiaiTibo,  or  head  general,  hath  the  government  of  Loof^$ 
*  AlortgOj  but  commonly  with  iwo  others  joined  in  the  fame 
commifiion,  as  that  province  is  thought  too  large,  and  of  too 
great  confequente,  to  be  entrufted  to  one  perfon.  The  M»- 
ni-beloor  hath  that  of  Cbilongo^  together  with  the  fuperinten- 
dency  of  the  Pakkins,  or  conjurers,  and  the  Bandas.  Mani« 
belullo  hath  a  kind  of  foyereignty  over  the  province  of  Ktbn^ 
gatiamo  Cango^  without  paying  any  tribute  or  hqihage  to  thfe 
king.  Mani-canga,  or  kinga,  is  lord-lieutenant  of  Pirt\  and 
fuperintendant  over  the  Cangas,  or  priefts  j  and  Mani^matta, 
which  laft  word  fignifies  a  bow,  is  the  Commanding  officer 

cdptain  of  over  the  king's  guards,  or,  according  to  others,  is  the  intdi- 

ihiguatiij,  d^nt  of  the  artillery  ^  The  Moetonambomba,  or  vice-ad- 
,miral,  hath  the  province  of  P^iW^y,  and  foofthe  reft.  Bc- 
fides  thefe,  the  king  appoints  feveral  inferior  minifters  for  the 

^dotfoers.  management  of  his  other  affairs;  among  whom  his  cupbearer, 
butler,  and  high-fteward,  are  the  moil  in  favour,  and  have 
the  greatcft  fway  with  him.  To  all  which  we  may  add  a 
great  number  of  others,  moftly  nobles,  who  have  their  feveiral 
t  •  diftricSs  afHgned  by  the  king,  and  over  which  they  prefide  as 
inferior  judges,  particularly  in  his  capital  of  LoangOy  where 
^^y  aft  as  inferior  magiftrstes  **. 

*  Confer    La  QkoiX^  Dapper,  Ogilby,  ubi  fop.  p.  rot. 
^  lid.  ibid. 

^tow?,  wliich  they  varioufly  han-    Z>/xKr^//y  a  large  kind  of  ketdie- 
*  died  with  grieat  dexterity^  kneel-    drum,  to  firike  up,  and  his  e^t 


ing  at  his  feet.     He  fat  in  an  Pongos  {ox  lai^  trump^s,  \ 

open  place,  where  there  was  a  of  elephants  teeth)  to  fonod.  la 

carpet  fpread  on  the  ground^  the  height  ofthismufic^  or  rather 

aboat  fifteen  fathoms  m  leDgtk  horfid  noife,  the  king  Stood  op^ 

and  as  many  in  breadth,  of  a  took  his  bow  in  bis  hand^  and 

rich  ftafF  they  QzXlEn/ak^  and  is  Oiot  aii  arrow  upwards  towawdt 

wrought  in  the  manner  of  ouf  the  iky,  which  was  accompanied 

velvets,  with  the  loudeft  ihoutiogs  of  the 

On  ,this  carpet  was  his  throne  whole  afTembly.  The  ceremoay 

,  raifed  ab^put  two  yards  from  the  was  fuccceded  by  a  plentiful  rain,  : 

ground,  on  which  he  fat;  and  and  the  day  concluded  with  tht ; 

paving,  thanked  his  nobles  for  greateft  rejoicings  { a i). 

•iheir   du(y«,   commanded     the 

(if)  Battel ap,Purciat,  «»/.  !l  ^.  gSo, 
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C.  5»  ^^^  Kingdom    of>  Loango.  30;^ 

1  HESE  mon^rchs  arc  reckoned  very  powerful,  and^ capable  ff/V 
ofbringingvaft  armies  into  the  field.     Their  country  is,  'in- finn^th^ 
deed,  vfery  narrow  towards  the  fea,  but  fpreads  itfelf  wider  to^ 
wacds  the  inland,  and  extends  itfelf  very  far  towards  the  eaft. 
AH  hisfubjefts  that  are  able  to  bear  arms  being  like  fo  many  Foras^ 
inrolied  foldicrs,  and  obliged  to  appear  in  arms  at  the  ufual 
mufterSy  to  perform  their  refpeftive  exercifes  before  him,  and 
to  follow  him  or  his  generals  to  the  wars,  where-ever  he  com- 
mands them ;  yet  they  live  in  peace  v^ith  their  neighbours,  * 
cfpecially  with  the  kings  oVCacongo  znd  Angoyi  Their  troops  are 
armed  with  darts,  which  have  pretty  large  heads  of  iron,  like  TFfapom.' 
our  halberds,  or  the  antient  iii?/w^7«  javelins.     They  have  a 
handle  about  the  middle  of  the  ftafF,  by  means  of  which  they 
throw  them  with  great  force  and  juftriefs.     They  carry  alfo  a 
kind  of  dagger,  refembling  in  fome  meafure  the  heads  of  their 
darts  *#     Their  targets  are  big  enough  t6  cover  almoft  ^k^  iff^frtar- 
whole  body,  aqd  ftrong  enough  to  repel  an  arrow  or  dart,  be-  -^^^^ 
ing  made  of  the  hard  and  thick  hides  of  a^i  empacha,  a  crea- 
ture fomewhat  lefs  than  an  ox,  which  the  Germans  call  dante  f, 
and  whofe  hides  are  tranfpprted  from  their  country  into  the 
kingdoms  o(  KongOyAngoluy  and  LoangVy  by  the  Portuguefe^  as 
we,  have    elfe where  hinted,  and  there  made  into  jerkind^ 
porfeletSy  and  breaft-plates. 

XniiR  laws,  whether  they  have  any  compiled  body  of  Lanjitu 
jthedj;),  or,  which  is  much  more  likely,  whether  they  imme- 
diately depend  upon  the  king's  .will,  arc  much  more  gentle 
th^n  in  ouier  neigbbouring  fta^es,  except  in  crimes  commit- 
tfid  igsiin&  the  king's  perfon,  dignity,  or  hqnpur.     Th^y  ne- 
•ver  condemn  a  man  to  death  for  theft,  but  content  themfely^ 
with  obliging  the  offender  to  reftore  either  the  theft,  or  equi-  * 
valent  to  it,  and  e^cpofmg  him,  with  his  hands  tied  behind 
him  to  a  tree  or  poft,  to  the  fport  and  laughter  of  the  fpeda- 
tors.     If  a  bankrupt  who  hath  wronged  whole  families  by  bor- 
rowing,  afterwards  abfeonds  or   runs    away,  the  creditors 
have  a  right  to  fcis^e  on  one  or  more  of  his  near  relations,  and 
hold  him  "or  them  in  confinement  till  the  debt  is  fatisfied ;  but 
we  do  not  find  that  aay  other  pupifl^ment;  is  provided  apinft 
the  capital  debtor,  or  run- away,  , 

We  have  obferved,  under  a   foregoing  article,  that  ^duU  Agaif^fl 
tery  is  only  puniftied  with  a  fine  ^  j  but  this  indulgence  is  fo  adultery.. 
i^x  from  ejctending  to. the  Ring's  wives  and  concubines,    hu, 
if  $my  of  them  b?  debauched  or  fufpcfted  to  be  fo,  both  the 
tnd  her  p^^fpour  are  condemned. to  the  fliKTies^  2iDd  bU  lit 
alive,  without  remlflion,  in  fight,  of  each  othea:,     'J\xok  n%> 

•  Pica  fst.  Relat.  of  Congo,  p.  3 1 ;         ^  See  bl -ofe,  vdl.  xiv.  ' ' 

p.  77 .        «  Before,  p.'  1 22,  &  Yf  q.  k  alib.  paff. 
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310  The  African  Hipry  of         B.  XVII. 

narchs  have  commonly  a  vaft  number  of  wives,  becaufc  thcj 

are  obliged  to  keep  thofe  of  their  pfedeceflprs  as  well  as  their 

own,  infomuch,  that  they  amount  foftietimes  to  fix  or  fcvea 

thouCwid.     Tbcfc  he  keeps  confined  in  his  feraglio,  and  only 

fingles  out  feme  of  them  for  his  pleafures,  sftid  obliges  the 

Wf  !/»/•/  reft  to  employ  thcmfclves  in  fome  forts  of  ufefulwOtiL  Should 

^mhinis  any  of  thcfe  be  fcHind  pregnant,  the  crime  of  incOntiiitj»Qc  u 

^^»:     too  fully  proved  for  her  to  cfcape  the  punifliment  of  it,  but  ftt 

^id/or  u^uft  moreover  confcfs  h'er  partner  in  it,  which  they  fcldom 

•'^  arc  prevailed  upon  to  do  but  by  dint  of  torture,  and  wiH  fomc- 

tiroe«  caufe  an  innocent  perfon  to  fliare  in  their  dreadful  fate, 

K«;  triid  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  beloved  paramoliar.     But  if  they  are  even 

fiirii.        barely  fufpefted  of  inconftancy,  both  fc«  and  her  pretended 

gallant  arc  doomed  to  the  Banda's  bitter  cup,  hrtely  mention* 

cd  ;  and,  if  found  guilty  bv  that  fallacious  ordeal  {QJ^  both 

^    arc  immediately  executed  ". 

BESIDES  the  crimes  of  rebellion,  revolt,  high  treafoo,  ^ 
wbich  are  puniflicd  with  the  moft  fevere  deaths  and  confilcar 

*  Battel,  Dapper,  La  Caoix,  vd.  iii.  p.  372.  Ocit»T% 
Afric.  abi  fup. 


^{QJS  BmtHh  who  faw  this  de- 
teflable   ceremony  often   per- 
formed at  the  capital  of  L$avgd^ 
informs  us  that  choie  !iandas  are 
arrant  jugglers  and  knaves,  who 
.  co^]d  fo  qualify  the  dofe,  as  to 
inake  an  innocent  fVerfon  fall, 
or  a  goiky  One  eicape ;  fo  that, 
in  fadt,  the  poor  were  common- 
ly the  only  fuilerers,  whUli  the 
rich  got  themfelves  acquitted  by 
dint  of  bribery.    He  adds,  that 
there  pafies  not  a  week  in  which 
there    U    not     fome     perfons 
brought  to  this  dreadful  ordeal, 
and  that  great  numbers  are  de- 
ftroycd  by  it,  thro'  the  knavery 
of  the  Ban^as  ;  who  are  yec  'io 
dexterous  in  aAing  their  parts, 
that  the  dieat  is  never  perceived 

Tlie  fame  author  tells  ns  In 
•ae  places  thai  the  ^edUton 


difpatch  the  pretended  eriamid 
with  their  knives,  as  fooa  at 
th^  perceive  him  to  torn  gidd^ 
and  ftagger ;  aitd   hi  anotli«r, 
that  they  cry  out,  fl«k^/«*4 
dokt^  that  is,  mcM  <ui^b«>4 
otnuitch,  and  khock  himtir  hct 
on  the  head,  and,  dit^n^  tte 
body  away,  caftkheadloftg^owii 
fomeprecipice  (^j).  But  thlsmiift 
be  nnderflood  oaly  of  tiiofe  wh* 
are  tried  and  foufid  guilty  ^ 
bewitching  any -o»e  to  death  ; 
againft  whom  the  relations  of  the 
deceafed  let  th^mfelve^loofe  with 
the  utmoft  fury  (24).  For  as  to 
the  women  of  the  king*s  ferag- 
llo,  who  arci  found  guiltjr  of  00- 
feithfulnefs  or  incontinenc«^,t>otii 
they  and  their  fuppofed  gaMani* 
arc  Condemned  to  the  itiiies, 
and  exeeuted  in  full  fzght  ^^^ 
another  (z^). 


^ 


fi2)  A  Hrtk^  ^ngr.  v^.tu  p.^p  f»3)  ii,/  w.  ii.  uli  fi^m  & 
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C.  5.  /^  Kngdm  •f  Loango;  %ix 

tioot  9t  tb4  :king's  pkafufty  it  is  reckon^  here  i^  capital  2Va/^/^'' 
and  unpardonable  ofl^oce  to'  (^  biifi  eithtr  caijtqr  drink  (R)»y^  ^^f 
^^Qogh  be  pcaorftlly  diiics  s^  fups  in  public^  and  iii  the  ^'^'<^*'' 
jtf^nce  of  a  glinat  number  of  his  nobles  and  attra<hints«   He  ^^^^ 
0af%KW^si;f  iC0^tettt3  Jbimfelf  wMii  two  meals  a  day,  and  ha^h 
two  houfes  appropriated  to  that  purpofe,  the  one  for  eatings 
a«d  the  ofeher  foi^dnnking.  To  tbie  firft  he  repain  commonly 
~;jtmut  ten  of  tho^clodc,  which  is.  his  dinner  hour,  and  there 
fiacb  li«s.vi£btala  ready  brought  m  fome  fort  oJF  baflcets^  a  fee* 
Vninl:  going  befoce  them  with  a  little  bell,  to  give  notice  that 
^e  king's  t^ble  is  going  to  be  covered.^    The  high  fieward 


(R)  Therein  of  thiscaf- 
\ss^a  is  fpiindedy  If  BaUtl  was 
rightly  informed  (z6),  on  a  fu. 
perftitioas  notion  which  reigns 
imong  thenk,  that  it  would  en- 
danger  his  life  if  he  was  feen  eat- 
ing or  drinkiog.  And  this  ri- 
dicalotts  whim  is  fo  fbongly  im- 
prefled  on  thofe  monarchs,  that 
they  wilt  caofe  even  their  pwn 
t^Aren  to  be  pat  to  immedtaee 
iesrtji  i^i  v^dk  we  have  the  two 
HtfkMPMog  reaoarkable  iaAances, 
ad  by  two  authors  who  were 
.at  eoort  when  they  lu^p- 


-The  fifft  is  of  a  nobleman*! 
jBiktUy  abooi^feven  or  eight  years 
frfd*  ^wko  haying  been  acciden- 
ti3\^>  lefc  afleep  in  the  banquet* 
11^  hpnfe,  awaked  juft  as  the 
king  was  drinking ;  for  which 
lie  was  condemned  to  die.  All 
that  his  father  could  obtain  was 
a  reprieve  of  ftven  days ;  which 
being  expired^  the  cb^d  was 
hrpaght  and  (Iruck  on  the  nofe 
wich  a  hammer^  aad  his  Uood 
dmpcd  vpon  the  kiag*s  Mo« 
Iii4^:  diyst  which,  a  halter  being 
tied  about  iiis  n^k,  ha  was 
ij|fiigge4  to  the  broad  way,  wheie 
the  nale&ftors  are  commonly 


executed  who  are  fband  guilty  by 
means  of  the  foadas  dre»ch  ( i  7 ), 

The  other,  flill  more  remark- 
able, is  ofone  of  the  king^s  foni, 
about  twelve  years  old^,  who  un-.. 
fortunately  coming  in  when  bit 
father  was  drinking,  was  by 
him  condemned  to  be  qofar- 
fered,  and  canled  about  the  ci- 
ty, and  a  proclamauon  was 
ntiide,  that  it  was  for  feeing  the 
king  drink  («&).  . 

Much  i;he  fame  misfortune 
h%ppeaed4tt  ^uno^  time»  to  aur . 
other  young  prince,  about  nine 
years  of  ag^^  who  rifmg  and 
running  to  his  father's  embrace^ 
whilft  he  was  drinkkig,  the 
chief  pried  cried  out  that  h4i 
muftbepnt  to  death.  Imme* 
diately  after  which  his  head  was 
deft  with  a  hatchet  by  an  un-*. 
known  hand,  and  the  prieft  took 
fome  of  the  blood  and  rubbed  it 
upon  the  ktag*sarm»  to  avert 
theevi|omen(29). 
This  law  extends  even  to  brute 
animals;  infomochv  that  a  fa- 
vouritedogiprefimtcdto  the  king 
by  a  Fortugui/t^  chancing  to 
come  ifito  the  room  when  he 
was  at  dinnec«  was  ordered  to 
be  immediately  killed  (30). 


(16)  h lurches  Pi^,  v«L  i«  p,  9?©.         {ij)  Ogi'&y,  ubifup.  p.  <jo5,  B^tteh^ 
Mfup.  {%%)  Li  ihid*         (99)  Brun^  wi  Nawr.  sp,  de  Mry$*  Ind.  Orieni, 

fart  u  ^PP^»  f»  la  (*!•  (30)  Ogiihf  "*<  hp"  *^'*'*  ^  ^^ppf*^  ^  tt 
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3 ii  ^^^ne  Afri(?an  tiijfofj  •/.        B.  XVIU 

ftath  no  Tootlci^laW  hrs  meat  he(ert  him,  but  He  inibnediatelf 

'  *'  retires,  and  focks  the  door  af^**  him,  leaving  neitiuer  man  not 

bead  m ^  tb-fce  him  eat;  his  numerous  court  being  waking 

all  the  while  in  an  antichamber,  in  order  tof4)ljbw  him  to  fais 

drinking-houfe,  to  which  he  ufually  adjourns  a»fooii  as.  he  bath 

dined  *.       -"      "   -  .*  '  •  •    «  ;.  r- : 

Jits  drinks      Thi?  Faff  IS  the  grand'eft  and  nobleft  apirtnient  in  the 

infrhall     whole  palace,  and  is  furrounded  with  |»  rpacioii^K:ourtviaclo£<' 

defcrihed.    cd  with  palifadoes  of  palm^trecs^.  it  being  likewUe  the  {dace 

where- he  adfnihiflersjtiittcd  tcThU  fubje^s;  The  room  is.  hung 

round  with  a  rich  tapeflry,  ab6Mt'eigjit  feet  high,  and  on  the 

lit$  farther  end  of  it  is  the  Tial,  or  royal  throne,  which  is  made  of 

ibrone.       fine  palmetto  pillars,  white  arid  bkck,  knd  curioufly  wrought ' 

and  interwoven  in  the  manner  of  baflcet  work.     The  front  of 

the  apartment  is  wide  open,  to  let  in  the  frefli  air;  and  about 

twenty  feet  beyond  it  fiands  a  fcreen,  cr  partition,  quite  acra&, 

to  keep  th^  palm- wine  whi9h  he  drinks  from  being  feen.-  On 

each  fide  of  the  throne  ftand  two  large  oficr  bafkets  of  black 

and  red  palmetto,  in  whfch  the  natives  tell  you  the  king  ]ceeps 

his  lares,  or  familiar  fpirits,  who  guard  and  preferve  hi«  per- 

fon  ;  and  other  conjuring  charins  to  prolong  his  life.  On  each 

fidet)f  him  ftand  hts  two  iDup^bearers,  one  of  whom  ineaches 

him  the  cup,  when  he  beqkons  for  it,  and  the  otfa^,  .who 

A^  holds  two  iron  rods,  not  unlike  two  drum-flicks^  ftri^s  them 

•7***^ ^together,  to  give  nbtice  that  he  is  going  to  drink.     Upon 

«V2rW.  "^^^^^  all  th6  tidblesi  both  in  the  ball  and  out  ^f  it,  .M  down 

^     '"  'rwith  their  faces  to  the  ground,  and  the  cup-bearer^  who  pre«> 

•*  fents  the  wine  to  him,  turns  his  back.     In  this  pofture  they 

all  continue  till  notice  is  given,  by  the  ceafihg  ofthefignal, 

that  he  hath  drank  his  wine;  upon  which  they  immediately 

get  up,  and,  bj^  tbefr  loud  clapping  of  hands,   exprefs  their 

joy  and  good  wifics  for  him,     it  is  likewife  ai^other  mark  of 

refpe6l,  whenever  any  one  is<ailowed  to.drink  in  his  prefence,  to 

turn  his  back  tdwaias  bim»     No  one  is  permitted  to  drink  put 

of  His  cup*  or:t<^  e.at.of  the  vi^tuajs  which  be  leaves  ^ter  dinner 

or  fupper;  but  the  remainder  is  carefully  gathered  up,  and  bu* 

ried  in  the  earth  *=.  ^ 

ISsSau'        As  this  drinking  hall  is  likewife  the  place  whene  he  hears 

fui/ing'     caufes,  and  where  matters  of  the  gieateft  impoctance  are  dif- 

iou/e^  and  cufled,  it  often  happens  that  he  ftays  id  it  till  about  an  hour 

hatlofiiH'  after  fun^t  5  but,  if  there  be  nothing  of  that  nature  upon  the 

diiiut.       tapis,  he  commonly  retires  to  his  feraglio,  and  paffes  the  rtft 

of  tli^  afternoon  with  feme  of  bis  wives.     About  feven,  or 

foon  after,   he  repairs  to  his  eating>iioufe^  where  he  ^ats  his 

fupper,  with  the  fame  ceremonies  ufed  at  dinner,  and  then  adi> 

^  Battbx*,  liA  Croix,  &  al.ubi.  fup.  i^  Jid.  ibid. 
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JdamsDo  the  t)Anqoetf  ing-houfe;  -'ifitd  fta^fs  there  ufuaBftill 
hed-timey  -that  i^'till^-^Adat  nff)«  or  ten  >of  the  clock,  and  then-. 
SBCira^  fi&  hi^'  reft,  bein^  (^uzMy  sKtended  by  two  or  three 
torch^,  t»  lighthim  fporn'one  apa&tment  to  another  (S). 
'     HsMdom  or  nivftr  >fth-s  out  of-trU  palace,  but  .on  fiwne -O^j'/ wr 
gwaad  feftival,^r  Bpof^fom^  folcmn  occafion,  fuch'asTeceiv-.*«^^'V^  h, 
ii^^ctfaa  artibaffy'5'huhttftg'of  ftwie  niifchievous  leopard  that i*/?'f^' »« 
kurks  about  his  capital,  or  quelling  of  fome  revok.    He  liko*.^?*^^*'- 
Wife  {hews  himfelf  abroad  on  the  daj  in  which  they  b^n  to< 
fiotigh  and  fow  his  own  lands,  or  When  his  vaffiils  cemeite 
pay  theh"  ufual  homage,  and  yearly  tribute^ ^   Upon  thefeoccaw 
iioos  he  publicly  repairs  to  a  fpacious  grei;n  that  faces  hisrpa^  - 

lace,  in  the  ^enter^of  the  city,  where  is  ercQcd  a  throne  dF   

- wbtte^nd  black  wickers  of  palm-tree,  curioufly  inlberwoveri) 
andraifed  u|k>n'  ^foet-pace,  and  adorned  with  other  cucious 
^mbdlifbments^  ..'i^..-     .   *  -  •  ♦  -  : 

CiiOSE  to  the  fcaci  of  the  thforie,  is  fpread  a*ktnd  ofy^^^^. 
^cfcutcbeon,  or  fhield,^* pendant  on  a.pole,  and  made  up  of /^^^^i^ 
various  pieces  o{'£tircpian:ftu^9  curioufly  joined,  and 'of  dif-/;&r0irfy#. 
forent  colour^,     On^ach*  fide  ^he  throne  are  fet  about  eightym^A/. 
ttnibrdlas,  or  fans,  curioufly  wrought  with  the  fineft  of  their  ^^^^  ^^ 
mmntry  .thread,  and  fixed  at  the  ends  of  ld»ng  fticks,  which  ^qoI  ib$ 
tan   through  theceiitfer'of  thWi.    Thefe  umbrellas,  which  ^/^;, 
.  tbeiHitives  call  Poi  ztid'Mani^'or^  according  to  Battel^  Pongos^ 
have  the  ibnn  of  a  hemifphere  inv^ed,  and  about  two  yards 
in  diameter;  and  the  ftaff  to  which  they  are  fixed  is  about 
the  thicknefs  ofa  man^s^arm,  and  thr>lengthof  two  or  three 
yard^  witb  a  larjge  taflel,  or  bufliytuft'iabove,  and  feveral 
others  under  the.  half  concave,    AH  thefe,  and  fevefal 'Other 
^penfile  ornaments,  of  different 'materials,  being  whirled  about 
horizontally^with  great  vehem«icc  by  proper  perfons  appoint^ 
cd  for  that  olSice,  raife  a  kind  of  artificial  breeze>  very  rrfrcih* 
ing  and  deKghtful  to  all  that  are  near  them  ^  *  ' 

'      ^  Oc^lL  W,  ul>i  fup.  La  Croix^  ubi  Tup.  Dapper^  &  al. 

(S)  We  muft  lio  t,  however,  vergive  auiliepce  to  any  except  xit 

..fftppofe  that  thefe  monarchs  are  the  night ;  fo  that  the  place  was 

^  tenacious  of  thofe  rules,  as  if  often  crouded  with  people  till 

they  were  obferyed  alike  by  all.  midnight  (3 1 ).  In  like  manner 

.^o  far  from  that,  $atttl  itMt  fome  fpcnd  great  part  of  the  day 

.us,  that  though  th^  then  reign-  with  their  wives,  and  vifit  them 

irig  one  was  never  to  .be  found  only  in  the  night  ;  fo  that  their 

w  the  audience  hall  but  in  the  wilier  humour  feems to  be  their 

afternoon,  yet  his  predeceffor,  only  rule, 
whom  be  caijs  T'tfxii^ir,  would  nd-' 

(3>)  Satttt,  ukifrf, /.  ^%Q,  Qgithy,  La  Cniftp  0  al  faff. 
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' '  Th«  ^poimd  «facfoit  thftthrcme  is  o0vm«d  with  \  hurge  <^r. 

pel«  or  cloth  of  quilted  Imicb^  n«&tly  fojiMd,. about  f9SQr  y^nte 

loBg^i  and  twenty  broad^  «n  whiob  i|QM^'b|il .  the  kiii|  oc  hi» 

children  may  fet  their,  footy  but,  round  abmit  it»  the(«  u  rpoon 

''eiMKugh  left' for  two  or  thuree  piurfoiM^p8i&$  tod  beyond  tt^at 

all  dsemobks  ttifi  officers. of  ibe  kb^uth^MU  4re  feat^d  crois^ 

'  1«SSbA  aroittid,  (ome  dir  the  g<t)u»d,  «a4  olhets  ^n  CM£hM>n$» 

-  -« or.  carpets,  esdt  hoUingiiQ  &eix  haod,  a^  waviQg  about,  ji 

bttflUo^s  tail.'   Thefevvaats in  great  mimbers  furround  theie 

imflen  on  die  outfide,  all  feated  in  tjie  &6a^  poftute.;  and,  al( 

tAifii        proper  places  and  di&nicies,  are  placed  the.muficiaDa,  or  play* 

pUyiwg  bi'  eiv  upon  various  inflruments,  fucb-as  tbe  reader  n^i^y  j(ee  de* 

/ore  him,   fbrtbcd  in  the  margin  (T),  which  not  only  give  a  very  tigree- 

abk  ibundv'but  add lii^evrajre  an  air  of  gtiind^ur  to  the  fofom-* 

Eis  aity..  Before  the  king's  carpet  above-n^tipihed  fit  a  num« 

dwarfs     ber  of  dwarfs,  with  their  backs  towards  the  throne«     Theib 

atnl^hii4  aue' by  the  J  natives  cailed'&l^^  B^kif^Ytj  feme  Mim^s^mA 

^9^^'      by  forne  Burapeam  Pipits  ot^  and  are  iaid  to  be  but  hdf  a 

man'a;ftatttre,  but  thick  and  fijuat,  and  to  be  chiefly  employed 

in  ktJliDg  of  ek(diantft,  W^ich  aie  in.gr«at  plen^  m  their  ter- 

vitoriest  whieh  lie  jsear  a  month's  jimmoy.  notttb-eaft  of  L^*? 

it9^tfy/on  the  roadwta  \Mlcncc9),    Th^  thiyt  fitft  brought  from 

thc/tce  are  generally xheren.fer  their  defomii^  fs^ecialiyebe 

(Ufproporuonate  largcoeft  of  their  heads  "«.\ Tlieir  cloathing 

is  fuited  tolihnr  appearance,  being  no  other  than  the  ikins  ^ 

b«afb  tied  sdx>ut^faBeir  itoiddle.    Tbefe  the  king  cauTes  to  bd 

tntermtxod,  by  ^vay  [ofrcbntraft^  with  .a^  number  of  white 

Mauri'  we bavedbfcribed  in  a. former  jliote^  and  both  toge^ 

-   w  DaprBR^LAiCaoiXy  ^  al^  ubtAipi'       "  Pioafbt«Dapi»£R| 
M(fL'.-       •a^lKfaFP<J^a93>^fefll-f**>"9t»(I)- 

(T)  Thefe  iarc  of  jtj«ce  forU,  The  ^hJrd.is  like  a  Bi/^am 

the  one  made  of  ivory,  like  oar  tabor,  that  is,  fhaped  like  our 

hunting  korns,  but  of  different  larg^  fieyes,  with  adr^in  Ikin, 

iizes  and  bores,  bat  which,  joib-  inllead  of  a  lawn  or  wire  grate. 

<d  together,  yie}d,a  lood  yet  The  hoop  about  it  hath  holes 

ple^&nt  found  (32).  6f  about  one  inch  and  a  half  of 

Tjbe  fccpnd  fort  is  the  drum^  two  inches,  in  which  are  faften- 

which  they  have  of  various  fizes,  ed  fiat  pieces  of  tin^pr  bra(s 

and  is  inade  and  beat  much  af*-  through  ai  wire,  which  ma^e  a 

t^  (he  fame  manner  as  theft  of  kind  of  jingle  every  time  fhe 

Koiga  aod  jfngola  formerly  de^-  tabor  is  moved,  or  heat  with  c}ii 

kt£eiiii)'  \       ."    ,    .  hand .(34). 

(32)  Oiilly,  uhi  ftip.      (33)  See lefire.p.  19^, & Jef.p^n^.  (FJ.     (34) Ojr//, 
hy^ubijup,  hu  Cnix^  W.  iii.  f,  3S0.  V^f^ftr,  ^  mU  ' 

:    .  thcr 
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dier  make  a  very  grotefque  figure,  in  tb^ir  andc  goftures  and  in 
&eir  motions. 

Before  the  runnin'g^allage  that  leails  to  the  royii  tfarotieji  Bells  m 
ftand  three  or  four  officers,  with  iron  inftrumemg  m  their  ^v//^# 
bands,  not  unlike  in  Qiape  and  found  to  thofe  bdls  which  ourA*^^  ^« 
ajuntry  people  hang  about  cows  and  (beep's  necks,  th*  notfc  ^fi^^ 
of  which  is  to  commaftd  filence ;  and  in  the  city,  where  tht  ^^' 
(ame  men  like  wife  officiate  as  criers,  they  proclaim  the  king's 
tubers,  and  notify  things  either  \o^  or  foum,  by  the  found  of 
^  feme  inftruroents  p  ](U). 

As  ibon  as  the  king  is  feated  on  his  throne,  the  mufic  %h$4fwi€i 
playing  all  the  while,«ittt  of  officers^  or^endemen,  \s^Zperformid 
brawl,  or  i^ound  dance,  called  Kikmba^  acoandthe  royal  car*  hefontb$ 
pet,  in  which  they  tofi  theirvacaa^ibout  backwards  and*  for-  ^n* 
wards,  and  (how  all  pcffible  a£tiyity  with  their  bodies  \  and 
wheo  any  of  them  hath  been  fo  happy  as  to  pleafe  his  ma- 
Jel^  by  nis  performance,  of  which  notice  is  given  to  him  hf 
fj^opening  arms,  he  immediately  draws  nearer  to  the  throne, 
and  after  rolling  htmfelf  feveral  time3(  on  die  land,  to  teftify 
his.  ^titude  and  fubje&ion,  (bme  of  them  are  allowed  to 
clap  their  hands  upon  his  knees,  and  their  heads  into  his  bo- 
jTom  i  and  others  to  exprefs  their  joy  in  (bme  more  humble 
JW'^  ^*    ^^^  nobles  have  the  privil^  of  fainting  the  kbig  in  ni  keif- 
3ie  former  manner^  and  in  approaching  nearer  and  neiuvr  to  ii^fyluu 
iiis  peifon,  taking  feveral  large  fteps,  or  bounds  in  the  air,^*(//^/i£/ 
backwards  and  forwards^  and  as  thefe  have  theirfeparate  feats  i^ni. 
on  each  fide  of  the  throne,  they  caufe  their  own  vaiSds,  wIr> 
attend  them  on  thefeoccallons,  to  perform  the  ceremony  to 
them ;  and  this  is  called  the  Kilcmha^  or  leaping  ialute,  and  is 
always  uf^^d  upon  the  grand  occafions  above-mentioned,  attd 
•partlciAlarly  when  the  kinjfs  vaflals  come  topay their  homagt 
and  tribute  to  him  >*. 

v^  CkriLBT,  nbi  &p.  p.  ^t*    .  « lid.  ibid.  .    *  lid, . 

tAI&p. 

(D)  SatfiIuShw,'Aix  die  piece  hantiait  againft  the  wall'   . 

king  himfelf  hath  one  of  theft  la  4i  elota   cafe^  which  weie 

Mb ;  whkh  is  fuch  a  terror  to  fiolea   from  htm.    But   upen 

all  tkieves  in  his  capital,  that  complatst,  the  bell  was  ordered 

-none  of  them  dare  keep  any  to  be  roag  through  the  city,  and 

thing   fiden,  after  they   have  both  goo  and  cafe  were  found 

beard  the  foimd  of  it ;  of  which  by  the  next  momins  lyiog  be- 

be  gives  a  fignal  iofiaace  Which  fore  bis  door.    He  adds  another 

happened  to  him  during  his  ftay  inftance  of  a  perfon  who  reco- 

in  it.  'Helived  in  a  mean  flight  vered  a  bag  of  beads,  of  an  han- 

hojjfe,  built  af«er  the  manner  of  dred  pound  weight,  by  the  (ame 

the  countQ^^  and  had  a  fowling-  method  (35). 

(35)  Ptrchat  P/Vjfr.TOZi  ?./.  770,  ^fij* 
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fiUing-f      THEiicxt  grand  fqlemnity  is  called  the  Secding-timc,  and 

kU  land,    falls  always  on  the  4th  oi  January ^  when  men  and  their  wives 

« ^RP^.  Ip^c^c  JUxn  .in  the  fame  ftate» ,  in  order  to  till  and  fow 

bis  iarids.     Th?  men  ap^pear  in  arms,  whilft  the  women  arc 

.   buUe4  in  brealfing  the  ground,  not,  indeed,  to  affift  them  in» 

but,  to  fee  that  they  go  through  with  the  flavery,  to  protect 

them  from  infults,  and  jto  prevent  their  quarrelling  one  with 

anothen    Th^s  is  a  fervice  to  which  they  muft  all  fubmit,  and 

from  .which   none  caa  abfent  thcmfelves  without  incurring 

fome  pecuniary  penalty,*"and  to  which  the  king  himfelf  repairs 

-  in  pcribn  ^bout  tbree;i|i  the  afternoon,  to  encourage  them,  and 

jfeiB  that  his  work  is  well  done.     In  the  evening  they  are  aU 

''  i^vjted  tp  fup  at  his  charge ;  and  this  is  efteemed  a  grand  fefti* 

yal  among  them."  Jn  the  like  manner  is  every  vaflaT  obliged  to 

fend  his  wives  to  till  the  land  of  his  re(pe<aive  lord ;  and  whert^ 

thev  have  performed  this  laft  fervice,  they  are  at  liberty  to  go 

,ana  work  for  themfejvj^s  00  what  wafte  piece  of 'ground  thej: 

like  beft  j  for  all  the  i'eft  of  the  lands  are  held  in  common  : 

and  when  any  onp  hath  ]bcgun  to  cultivate  one  fpot,  it  is  not 

lawful  for  another^ta^iriterfere  with  him  in  it ». 

Wanntr  tJ.     When  arlamBaHaSor  is  adrfiitted  to  audience,  or  a  noble- 

n'uing  au'  man or gentleman  cofnes  to prefentafuitor  complaint,  thcymuft 

Stnee,       open  the  ceremony  with  the  clapping  of  their  hands  r^^ro  or 

tiiree  times  j  and  when  anfwered  in  the  fame  manner,  they 

Ho^  ad'   c|.y  aloud,  Empo  lanjan  bia?iPongo\  that  is,  Hearken  forGud^s 

irejfed.    •  'fake^  or,  in  God' {name :   to  which  he  is  anfwered,  Tiefambh 

7>^ngh4v  that  is.  Long  live  God\  which  is  as^  much  as  to  fay  that 

they  are  permitted  to  fpeak,  and  do  fo  accordingly,  beginning 

their  fpeech,  or  requeft,  with  the  word  fVagj  and  ending  wicfi 

In  mama  wag^  or,  there  conclude.    If  any  perfon  prefeftt  hstth 

"alight  to  object  againft  ft,  he  is  allowed  to  do  it,  but  muft  t€- 

gin  and  end  with  the  fame  words;  whicH,  we  are  told,  are  jifed 

in  all  their  pleadings,  warrants,  and  orders  fronf  the  king*; 

His  bunt'      'The  laft  oocafioo  oh  which  th6  king  (hews  ni/nfelf  in«  pub- 

iH  '/^^'  1^^  ^^  ^"  ^^^  hunting  of  fome  leopard  within  the  neighbouc- 

Uofard.     hood  of  his  coital.  ;  Thefe  creatures  hieing  num^o^s  find 

very  hurtful  in  thefe  p^ts,  the  noblemen  are  sdlowed  to  fum- 

mon  all  their  vaiTalsto  hunt  and  deftroy  them;  and  whenti«y 

of  them  hath  deftroyed  one  of  thofe  animals,  he  gives  notice 

of  it  to  the  king,  by  bringing  the  tail  of  it  to  Loango^  and  hang« 

ing  it  on  a  palmetto  pole  before  the  royal  palace.    But  if  any 

of  thofe  vermin  are  difcovered  within  the  neighbourhood  of 

that  capital,  the  king,  upon  the  firft  notice  of  it,  orders  all  the 

inhabitants,  by  beat  of  drum  and  found  of  the  trumpet,  to  ap- 

■  Dapper  Loango,  La  Croix,  ubi  fop.  p.  385.  Ogilbt,  ^ 
a1.     /  Ogilby,  ubi  fop.  p.  508.  La  Croix,  p.  386. 
^  pear 
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-pear  in  arms^  and  to  accompany  him  to  tiie  place  where  the 
creature  is  lodged*  If  it  •  be  too  far  for  him  to  walk  to  it^  h^  is 
caffied  thither  in  his  wicker  chair  ( WJ,  borne  upon  four 
mens  (boulders.  When  they  are  come  t©  .the  leopard's  dcn^  Marmer  §f 
or  10  the  wood  where  his  haunt  is,  the  p<*ople  fet  themfdvcs  /^ w  aJd 
about,  iome  to  furround  and  befet  the  ayenues,  armed  with^7/rW|>. 
their  bows  and  javelins,  whilfl  others  lay  their  traps,  orfpi^ead 
tteir  nets,  to  catch  it  alive.  A  third  fort  fall  on  beating  the 
wood,  founding  their  trumpets,  beatings  their  drums^-  and 
making*  a  moft  hideous  din  to  diflodgp  it,  till  the  aiFrighted 
lereature,  unable  to  break  its  way  through  voUies  of  daru  and 
arrows,  is  forced  intd  the  net  or  trap,  where,  in  the  t}refence 
of  the  prince,  every  one  ftrives  to  difpatch  it.  He  then  orders 
it  to  be  flayed  by  one  of  his  officers,  and  the  fkin  to  be  carried 
to  his  palace,  the  body  being  opened,  and  the  gall  taken  oiiti 
the  former  is  buried  very  deep  in  a  hole  dug  for  that  purpofe^ 
upon  the  fpot;  and  the  lattery  which  is  reckoned  among  them 
oneof  dieftrongeft  poiidns,  is  cut  up  and  flung  into  the  next 
liver,  to  prevent  an  ill  ufe  being-^  made  of  it.  The  fkin  is 
carried  in  triumph  by  the  huntfmen  to  the  paliice,  where  the 
cefemony  is  clofed  with  finging,  dancing,  and  variety  of  other 
pa^imes  "r 

*    Their  funeral  obfequies  are  performed  wi^h great  pomp,  j^^^^^^ 
and  much  after  the  .fame  manner,  we  have  obferved  among  ^^^-^^^^ 
thofe  neighbouring  kingdoms  that  have  not  been  <^onverted/^^J,>£. 
to  chriitianity  ;  but  widi  this  manifeft  difl^erence,  however, 
at  leaft  of  later  ye^s,  that  they  have  left  off  that  inhuman  cuf- 
tom,  fo  much  in,  vogue  in  thekjffrican  parts,  of  burying  wives, 
relations,  domeftics,  and  flaves,  alive  with  them ;  innead  of 
which,  they  furround  the  funeral  feat,'*on  which  the  corpfe  is 
placed,  with  little  pidures  of  clay,  wood,  wax,  and  other  ma- 
terials, to  ferve  them  as  their  attendants  into  the  other  world  ; 
yet  fome  flaves,  we  are  told,  they  QUI  flaughter,  and  bury 
in  the  fame  or  fome  adjacent  vault*.    Thefe  vaults  are  made 
large  enough  to  contain,  befides  the  corpfe,  which  is  always 

»  lid.  ibid. 

(W)  This  IS  cp  better  than  a  porters  carry  it  like  tbofe  we . 
.  filain  ordinary  fquare  feat^  made .   haver  defcribed  at   /fngoia  and 

of  palmetto  or  other  tvvies,  neatly  Kongo,  with  this  difference,  that 

woven,  and  about  two  ^t  deep,  the  .l^ttjsr  are  laid   uppn  their 
It  is  commonly  covered  with  .  head/  and  the  former  upon  their 

1)1q6  doth,  and  hath  two  flaves,  flioulders  (36}. 
t>Ae  on  each  fide,  by  which  t£e  .,    ,     . 

■     f 36;  $i9  it/ore,  fi:  thf,  ^fif,  Sti  affo,  BippetUtngc,  La  Croix,  Wd,   ^«/. 
&.  f .  387.  OgtHj,  &  mU  1  ^  i 
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anayed  in  tbe  inoA  pompous  mumer,  and  wUk  all  tim  rc^r 
lia,  a  great  number  of  other  Hlenfilt  and  houibold  Jumber^  a$ 
pots,  todesy  panSy  pitchers,  cups*  dothes,  linen,  is^c.  Thefe 
(laves,  we  are  told,  are  buried  widi  their  mafters,  not  oi^f  a^ 
attend  them  in  the  other  life»  hut  liktwife  to  hear  witadii^ 
when  they  dome  to  appear  before  the  great  mpoardi^  or 
God,  of  the  odier  world,  bow  they  have  lived  and  bebsred  in 
this  "^i  sdiich,  if  true,  thougb  it  confirms  what  we  hai^e  \m§9m 
cbfertMd  of  ^etr  qWcure  and  impcrfe£k  idea  of  the  Supiemc 
Being,  yet  plainly  confutes  what  fome  authors  haveaffirmed 
of  their  disbelief  of  a  future  ftate  *.         .  . 

ntordtr  '   Wb  have  already  obierved  that  the  inheritance  goes  not  tp 
•fthifuc  the  children,  but  to  the  elder  brother  or  eider  fifter^s  children  ; 
Hjfiw^      and  the  fame  rule  is  obferved  in>the  fucceffion  to  Uie  crown  \ 
and,  to  prevent  confufion  and  difputes  about  it,  thofe  who 
claim  a  pretei^n  to  it,  have  particular  towns  or  villages  afr 
figned  for  them  to  live  in,  nearer  or  farther  from  that  of  L^ 
engdy  according  to  their  being  further  from,  or  nearer  to,  ibt 
fucceffion :  they  have  likcwife  their  titles  from  tbofe  towns  s 
Tbe  rt/pec'  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  y^^  ^  ^y^^  crown  is  called  Mam-k^^  from  the 
tt^  refi-  ^^^  ^  ^Y^^^  name,  about  five  or  fix  miks  north-weft  of  that 
ib^tri       c^pi^*'-    The  next  to  him  is  called  Mani-bokkej  and  lives  9^ 
mcwr^^  that  town,  which  is  between  fifteen  and  fixteen  mSes  ferthcr 
00  th^,    up  the  country;    Ahm^faUaga^  or  Sakg^  die  third  in  ra^ 
r^.        lives  at  Salag^  thirty-five  miles  fiom  Loat^p.    Mani-Jtaty  die 
fourth  in  courfe,  lives  at  Aisf,  a  village  ahmit  fifty  miles.  And 
Mani'inyamlyiiie  fifth  and  laft,  at  a  faao^  fouthwardsof  that 
capital,  and  near  the  kingdom  of  Cae^ngo^    So  that  when  the 
prince  on  the  thrpne  dies,  Mmu-tayy  who  fucceeds  him,  r^ 
moves  to  LoangOy  and  die  other  four  remove  one  ftage  nearer 
to  itj  according  to  their  rank,  and  a  new  one  is  nominated  to 
fucceed  Mani-inyam.    But  duiu^  Mani-kqy  enters  into,  his 
government  immediatelv  after  the  demife  of  his  predeceflbr, 
he  conunonly  flays  in  nis  old  refidenoe  about  fix  months 
longer,  that  is,  till  the  fimeral  ceremonies  of  his  interrment 
and  mourning  are  ended,  before  he  makes  his  public  appear- 
ance at  ceurt  *. 
n$  hifi%'      We  know  litde  more  of  the  hiftory  of  thofe  monarchs,  than 
ry  c/Lo'  what  hath  been  already  faid  either  in  di«  fedion,  or  in  the 
ango  «»-  two  preceding  chapters,  ?clating  to  thofe  pf  K^0  and  jingok^ 
Anonvn  to    againft  whom,  efpecially  the  former,  they  continued  for  fome 
*'•    '      .time  in  a  ftate  of  war,  after  they  had  fbaken  ofF  their  yoke, 
and  made  themfelves  abfolutely  indi^iendent,  in  the  manner 

^  OoiLBY,  &  al.  ub.  fup.  •  De  hoc,  vid,  fop.  p.  29^,  &  feq. 
»  Ba;ttj?j.  ap,  Eu^cha^.VfJ.  ii,  p.  $85,  .06|LaY»  ^bi  fop.  p. 
j;o3,&feq.         -  ^ 
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we'bave  alrciidy  related  J^.    It  was  not  long,'  hommt^hefan  J^affiei 
Aof  fenmd.  mean3.  tokecontiie  ttem  to  Aat  brave  thoiigh  mor-  andtmUr^ 
iifyiogftep,  and  to  pr^ifwl  on  them  (other  circamftknoei  con-^  heM^ni^ 
enrring)  to  live  in  peace  and  Mxpkf  with  thtoi ;  and  in   that  ^^  ^on*- 
friendly  ftate  they  were  in,  when  our  Portuguefe  hiibrian  Z^- ^ 
ktidediiTft  in  thcfe  .parts  '^.  Since  which  ttme  we  do  not  meet 
mdi  any  hofiile  tranfaif^tons  that  have  paflcd  between  them, 
butf  OB  the  contrary,- have  fref^iently  found  thcmftriaiy  allied 
sgajnft  &me  o^r .  neighbouring  princes  to  the  eaftward  of 
tteir?  do0iinioiis,  and  c^ener  ftill  in  fuppreiSi^  the  Giagasi 
thoTe  conftant  pdb  of  thek  muteal  traifick,  and  cominon  in*         - 
vadcTs,  and  pcipctual  terjtor  of  every  realm,  along  thefe  coafis; 
:  .Thi8  ^^cnefcial  commcrGc,  which  hath  been  ftill  carried  ^eir 
fm\xtwtm  the  fubjcfl* of  thcfe  two  crowns,  notwithllanding  *rade  eh- 
their  above^mentkined  rupture,  and  might  have  been  made A'^'^^^  4; 
more  exteniive  and  gainful  to  both,  but  for  the  frequent  -in-^*'^*^l*** 
maids  JBjf  thefe  piundeaing  canibala,  who  infeft  every  .mad 
and  wewcr  could  be  totally  iiipprdflcd^  with  eheir  united  foireo* 
iiatb9  however,  foxlofeiytXMnbtded  t;He  inhabiunts  of  both! 
that  it  was  ^ncc  firmfy  hoped  that  the  com^erfion  of  the  one 
to  chriftianity  would  be  foon  followed  by  that  of  the  other, 
TWrmay  appear  iH-frbuiidcd,  canfidftrfng  the  ignorknce  and  Tbarlmz^ 
grange  fuperflkioRja*<be >Zi?fl;^<7^5  andyetWe  are  told  by  w^ ^^r^ 
feversd  hands,  that  in  their  converfing  with  theiTfliT^^^converts  ^f*^  the 
they  hadcxpreffed  an  earncft  defireforfome  proper  miffionaries,  <^ftian 
vrtio  might  come  and  inftruft  them  in  that  faith,  for  which  ^'%^«»»' 
they  profeflcd  a  much  greater  liking,  by  what  they  had  obferv- ^^S/wrrf^/. 
ed  ih  their  neighbours,  than  they  now  had  for  their  old  idola- 
trous,and  heathenifli  worfhip.     What  is  ftill  more  furprifing, 
their  owni  monarchs,  refpefled  and  idolized  as  they  are  by 
.  their  fubjefb,  and  conceited  as  they  are  of  their  imaginary 
pow^,  wifdom,  and  greatncfs,  did  yet  condcfcend  to  make 
feveral  preffirig  inftances  to  the  kings  of  Kongo  and  Angola^  as 
well  as  to  the  Poriuguefe  viceroy  at  Loanda^  to  the  fame'in- 
tent,  and  to  promife  the  greateft  encouragement  to  any  mfffi- 
onaries  that  (hould  come  to  preach  the  gofpel  in  his  domini- 
ons *.     They  even  offered  a  ir^t^  and  advantageous  trade  into 
their  country,  not  to  the  Poriuguefe  only,  but  to  any  Euro- 
pe(m  nation  that  would  fend  them  chriftian  preachers  of  any  or- 
der or  denomination,  yet  never  could  obtain  the  fatisfaflion  of 
entertaining  any  of  thofe  fo  much   longed-for  and  defired 
gucfts ;  which  was  owing  to  the  great  fcarcity  there  was  of 
ftich  holy  men  in  both  thefe  kingdoms,  the  occafion  of  which 

y  Before,  p.  I9,&feq.  iO!,&feq.  »  Odoard.  Lopez 

ap,.PiiggftttF,  Jifei  i.  c.  J,  »  lid.  ibid.  vid.  &  Dap? er,  La 

Caoix,  &  al.  fap.  citat. 

we 
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Thieaufi  we  have  already  fufficiendy  hinted  * ;  viz,  the  fmall  number 
§f  ike/car-  of  them  that  are  fent  thither  fr<Sm  Europe^  and  the  terrible  han 
€ity  if  vock  which  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  change  of  diet  and 
mffiMa-  climate,  and  conftant  fatigues,  make  among thofe  few  thatar** 
^ilr\  "^^  ^^^  thither ;  infomuch,  that  we  are  told  by  one  of  the 
^^l!J^!  ^^^^  writers  that  came  from  thence,  that  throughout  the 
'  """"'  whole  kingdom  of  KongOy  which  is  moftiy  chriftian,  and  in 
alliance  with  the  Portuguefe^  one  would  reafonably  e]cpe£b  to 
be*betterfuppHed  with  them,  there  were- not  above  fix  Cafm« 
chins,  exdufive  of  thofe  that  are  fettled  at  the  cathedral  of  8t'. 
Salvadore  to  perform  the  priefUy  fundions  thtc^ugh  that  vafi 
extent  of  ground  f.  If  to  this  we  add  the  vaft  fatigues  which 
their  long  and  painful  marches  tbroiiighk<fultry  dimes  and  bar- 
ren defarts,  in  purfuit  of  their  miniftry;  expoTts  them  to,  widi- 
out,  perhaps,  any  proper  fuftenance  or  refcefhment  to  fiipport 
them  under  it,  and  the  great  difficulty  there  is  to  fupply  their 
place,  when  any  fink  under  the  arduous  taik,  we  (hall  ceafe 
wondering  to  find  that^kingdom  continufaig  fiiil  deftitutetif 
the  light  of  the  gofpel,  not'withfbnding^thoeameft  lon^ngs 
which  thofe  monarchs  and  theii'  fubje£ls  have  exprefled  after  it. 

•  Sec  before,  p.  1 56,  &  fcq.  1 92,  k  alib.  pafT.  f  Mi chasl 
Angelo*s  voyage  to  Koqgo  1666,  ap.  Labac,  ubi  fup,  vol.  v.  p^ 
I74,&feq.  .  / 
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APPENDIX  to  /^^ Weftern  EthiopicH^^l 
r)?,  being  an  Account  of  the  dreadful  Incurfiom 
if  a  liew  Tribe  g/'Giagas  into  the  Kingdoms  of 
Kongo,  Loango,  &6,  thence ^  thrpughthe  Heart 
if  Africi,  quite  to  the  Eajiern  Coaji ;  together 
wth  their  particular  Laws  J  Government  ^Jirange  \ 

and  bloody  CuJiomSy!x/c.  :'-\ 

Irjf  A VI N  G  had  frequent  occafion  to  mefttion  this  new 
I^  and  ftrange  fett  of  canibals  in  fome  of  the  foregoing 
chapter^  ♦^  as.  not  only  different  from,  but  its  much  more 
inhuman  and  deftru£live  than,  thofe  there  defcribed  ;  it  might 
belo^ked  upbn  as  a  Conliderable  omiifion,  if  we  did  not  here 
Ribjoin  a  more  full  account  of  that  infernal  race,  of  their  laws 
iM  cufloms,  and  efpecially  of  their  horrid  butcheries  and  de« 
raftations,  than  could  be  poflibly  done  hitherto,  without  too 

Ereat  a  deviation  from,  and  interruption  of,  the  thread  of  the 
iftory  we  were  then  upon  f  J  for  we  muft  hercobferve,  that 
Iheie  are  not  only  in  many  refpe^b  different  from  the  former, 
foot  to  mention  their  vaft  and  extenfive  ravages  thro' the  fouth- 
im  parts  of  Africa)  hut  boaiV  themfelves  to  be  of  a  more  an- 
ient and  noble  extract,  that  is,  according  to  their  own  eftima- 
iion,  of  a  more  favage,  intrepid,  and  mercileft  nature  than  any 
)ther  of  the  G'tagan  tribes,  and,  in  fafl,  they  have  fpread  the 
trrer  of  their  name  and  horrid  devaftations  not  only  much 
arthcr,  but  to  a  much  higher  degree  of  cruelty,  than  any  other 
tf  that  name  that  we  can  read  of,  &s  the  iequel  will  eafily 
hew  5  but  more  particularly  in  that  long  and  extenfive,  as  Horrid 
ircU  as  dreadful  incurfion  they  made  towards  the  eaft,  when  ixcur/ioni 
laving  reduced  the  greateft  part  of  ft^e/iern  Ethiopia  into  a  andhnf'^^ 
lefolate  wildcrnefs  (by  which  time  they  were  become  fo  nu-  tberigs. 
Derous  and  terrible,  that  they  carried  all  befoiie  them,  and  put 
U  that  came  in  their  way  to  fire  and  fword)   they  Ud  theif 
urious  hods,  in  feparate  columns,  acrofs  the  heart  of  that  vaft  Crofi  th§ 
nmdnent,  till  the  eaftern  ocean  put  a  ftoip^  to  their  further  pro-^  heart  of 
jcfs  eaftwards,  though  not  to  their  horrid  ravages  and  but-  Africa, 
jieries,  which  tliey  then  began  to  fpread  qn  t'heir  right  and  and  ra- 
tft  hand,  along  the,  eaftern  coaft,  as  far  northward  as  the  '^H^  '*' 

*  Sec  before,  p.  lo,  &  fcq.  f  2>id.  p.  18,  &  alib.  paff. 
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tafierw      kingdoms  of  Melinda  and  Mag^Jc^M^  and  fouthwards  quito 
itMfi*       to  tHe  country  of  the  Hottentots.    Thefe  and  other  particu- 
lars relating  to  their  return,  new  government,  ftrange  laws, 
female  Iawgiver9  arid  viragos,  and  other  no  lefs  ftrange  cuf- 
ioms,  we  hope  our  readers  will  not  think  unworthy  a  place 
in  this  Etbiopu  hiftory,  and  (hall  therefore  clofe  it  with  as  fuc- 
Cinft  lan  accoqrit  if  them  as  the  fubjcdl  will  permit. 
fidr  mh      What  pttxt  of  jffnca  thii  ftrange  and  barbarous  nation 
girtaim     c^e  pri^hally  .fron>9  is  variously  CQnje£);ured.    The  moft 
irv^'».      probable  opinion  is  that  which  brings  them  down  fromi  the 
topire  oimonoemugty  and  hiorc  particularly  from  the  ncigh- 
Bburhood  of  the  t^'o  fahied  springs  of  two  great  rivers,  which 
have  be^n  Tulg^ly  miftaken  ~for  the  Nile  and  Zaire,  thougb 
inbre  probably,  perhaps,  near  that  of  the  latter  (A)  •    This 
opinion  is  founded  on  the  etymology  of  their  antient  name* 
Giakafi^  and  Engaggiaghi^  which  implies  people  that  live  near 
fomc  5>ring  head^ «.    .  But 

a  PiOAFBT.  lib*  ii.  c.  5.  Cavasi.  ap.  Labat,  lib.  11.  c.  7.  p.  90. 


[A)  Qdaard  Lopez  is  the  firft 
European  writer  who  hath  men- 
tibficd  Ch<!ffe  Giagas,  ^nd  tells  us 
that  they  had  that  name  given 
to  them  by  the  Kongoefe  j  but 
Ihat^eyyia  their  own  language, 
tall  tbtinfelves  jigag^  umAga- 
gi  (1),  Bae  our  countryman 
SatteltY^hb  hsLd  z  mtLcii  better 
opportunity  U>  inform  himfclf 
•f  ckeir  original  namr»  as  he  had 
Uved  and  carried  a  oAu&et  unde^ 
them  about  fixteen  xnonths,  tells 
us  that  they  call  tbemlel  ves  Lnhan- 
golat  (2) ;  which  is  the  name,  in 
all  probability,  of  the  Jmiii  and 
CaUas,  twbiiatiohsyor'per'haps 
tribes,  e^iially  barbarous  in  thier 
manners,  and  it^fatnoas  all  over 
Acfe  paw  8  of  4^r?r^  for  their 
htvages  and  eating  the  flefh  of 
tit^r  cipdVes,  and  whom  we 
lueve  (beWn  in*  a  former  chapter 
to  have  been  long  before  fettled 
IB  thatpfarrof  ^/ii(^>,  aearthe 


heads  of  the  Nile  (3),  whence  i 
they  made  frequent  incurfions  ; 
into  that  empire^  and  committe4 
the  mofl  dreadful  ravages. 

This  is  a  more  probable  opr* 
hion,  than  that  which  bringi  \ 
them  down  from  the  hi^ 
moiintains  of  Sierra  Uone^  uA  \ 
to  have  fpread  theinCelVesJike  a 
vaft  torrent,  foothward  as  bUt  \ 
as  the  kingdom  of  Bengmela;  that 
is,  between  fix  and  feven  huax 
dred  leagues;  it  being  fcarcdy 
credible  that  tfaofe  barren  moua* 
taina,  chiefly  inhabited  by  liona 
and  wildbeafb,  from  which  they 
had  that  ^name  given  them  by 
the  Portugue/e,  fhould  be  able  to 
furnifh  lb  many  myriads  of  tboft 
plunderers,  ds  fuch  an  exp^i- 
tion  and  extenfive  conqueft  dot 
fappofe  (4).  Btrt  let  them  come 
fi^om  what  part  of  Jfriea  they 
will,  feemg  we  £nd  them  fo  tar- 
iy^&ttled  near  the  head,  and  «i 


v\u  c.  10,  Sal.       ^   Ci)  ^fe  btfire,  ViL  xv. p.  39,  ^ feq.  vid,  &TeIlex^  <fc»^ 
y^rr/f,  &  ml  jtinji  Script.  '     (^)  Owity^Dep^r^  La  Ctom  j^rU,  -wwA 

iii.  jShl§niM^  U.  Ujea^  v„p.  159, 
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:BuT  whatever  part  oi  Africa  they  originally  came  frerni,  fhir^ 
which  is 'BeitherreFtain  nor  material,  tkey  (eem  to  have  fettled  ruptUn^ft^ 
at  firft  about  the  kingdom  of  Anzikoy  which  lies  many  days  z^' Kongo 
Journey  north  from  that  of  LoangOi^znd  to  have  fprcad  them-  ^*^«'^^ 
felves  along  thofefpacious  waftcs  that  lie  between  them.     For  f^^^* 
there  we  find  them  flill  joined  and  intennixed  with  the v^»a/- 
ianSy  and  fubjc6t  to  the  fame  moAarch,  (though  tK^y  differ 

f-^atly  from  them  in  their  manners,  cuftoms,  religion,  ^c^ 
rem  thence  they  arc  fuppofed  to  have  fpread  themfelves,  by 
degrees,  along  the  eaftern  frontiers  of  LoangOj  Kohgo^  arid  if/r- 
gola^  which,  as  was  formerly  obferved,  were  heretofore  all 
under  one  prince  *,  thence  eaftward  unto  the  kingdom  of  M^'- 
tamboy  of  their  own  ereSing,  of  which  they  made  themfelves 
tnafters,  and  fouthward  as  far  that  of  Benguela,  if  not  greatly 
beyond  it ;  and  from  all  thefe  new  fcttlements  have  perpe* 
tually  baj-rafTed  their  neighbours  on  all  fides  with  their  iilroads 
and  ravages  ever  fince  '^^ 

Thb  Y  have  neither  towns  nor  houfes,  nor  any  fettled  habi-  Their 
tation,  but,  like  the  wild  Arabs  we  have  formerly  defcribcd  **,  'wanJeri/fg 

*  See  before^  p.  1 3,  &  feq.  &  alib.  paiT.  «  Vid. Pica  fet.  ubi 
fup.  Dappbr,  La  Croix,  Labat,  &  al.  fup.  citat.  **  See  be- 
fore,  vol.  xiv.  p.  40,  &  fcqq. 


each-fide,  of  the  UpperNiU,  un- 
der theaamcs  of  >^««/  and  Qal- 
&/*  where  th^y  often  (5)  met 
with  a  powerful  rcpulfe  from 
the  Abiffinians^  on  account  of 
theirbarbarous  cuftoms  and  hor- 
rid iravages,  may  we^  not  rca- 
fonably  conclude  that  it  was 
from  tlicnce  that  they  fpfcad 
thenirelves  all  over  the  Wejitrn 
StAiopiaf  Somcfuppofe  thefe 
Qall^  to  be  defceaded  from  the 
JtiMit  difperfed  either  at  the 
captivity  of  the  ten  tribc«,  or 
-  thofe  that  followed  under  liebu- 
cbadntkxar  or  Titus ;  for  which 
they  can  have  no  other  founda* 
€k>n  than  their  ufc  of  circumci- 
.fion,  and  the  kind  reception 
which  the  AbiJJinian  emperors 
jgave  them  in  their  dominions 
upon  that  account,  as  they  ima- 
gine ;  but  neither  their  religion, 
if  they  can  be  faid  to  have  any^ 


iior  their  laws,  bloody  cufloins, 
nor  any  thing  elfe  belonging  to 
them,  countenances  that  tuppo* 
iition  ;  and  che  Jenvs  who  were 
permitted  to  iettie  there  fomis 
ages  agOj  were  as  different  from 
thcGai/as,  who  over- ran  the 
empire,  in  every  refpc6l,  as  any 
two  nations  could  be  (6) :  where- 
as the  Giagas  we  are  now  upon, 
di^er  in  nothing  ftom  thefe  GaU 
las^  excepting  that  they  exceed 
them  in  their  barbarity  j  which 
the  reader  will  have  the  lefs  rea^ 
fon  to  wonder  at,  if  he  fappofei 
them,  with  us,  to  have  been  ex* 
pellcd  /f^(^««  upon  that  very 
,  account,  and  for  refufing  to  turn 
chriftians  ;  and  efpecially  whed 
he  fees,  in  the  fequel  of  this  apT 
pendix,  by  what  means  they 
came  gradually  to  degenerate  iti- 
to  that  excefs  of  inhumantty. 


/  c /  lid.  ibid,  (gf  ai.  fup.  citat.^id.  &  fif.  voh xv.  f.  ^*&fii'  ^J^"-^}  »W 
yJ.  k  mL  (6)  De  bit,  -vid.  relUx  Hiji.  Ahif  lib.  uc.d.Q  altS.  pajf.  Ludoiph. 
m.Atki9pMb,  i.f.  i6.§.io,(<gf/rf.  Uho,(3alvi4,  f^ fup.xoUf. p,  399»^/»f- 
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tmdplu^'   roaiTi  from  place  to.  place  in  tents,  and  change  th^ir  dwelling 

Aringii/g.  as  their  fancy  or  occartons  lead  them.   Thejr  neither  fonr  nor 

plant,  but  fall  foul  on  every  thing  that  conies  in  their  way,  and 

liv&  altogether  upon  plunder  and  robbery*    They  are  n^, 

lufly,  and  ftrong,  yet  nimble  and  fwift  of  foot,  and  ctimb  up 

the  iieep  mounuins,  ai>d  craggy  rocks,  like  thewtld  goat^ 

Their  women  are  ftout,  well  &aped,  ifertile,  warlike,  ^nd  aor 

tive  ;  and  both  fexes  are  Ip  ftout  and  intrepid,  that  no  enter- 

prize  is  thought  too  hard  or  dangerous  fpr  them  to  venture 

upon;  and  whenever  any  plunder  or  prey  comes  in  their  way, 

they  rufh  upon  it  at  all  hazards,  and  with  a  fearlefe  urieoncera 

for  their  lives*     They  look  upon  it  as  tbe  greateft  onark  of 

bravery  to  attack  the  iierceft  and  firongeft  creatures^  and  as  % 

fiill  greater  one  to  be  more  fierce  and  inhuman  than  they: 

Cruehy      and  this  extends  not  only  to  the  nations  they  invade,  but  t9 

and  horrid  Xi^ok  of  their  own,  and  even  to  their  relations 'and  children, 

rmmageu    whom  they  make  no  fcruple  to  butcher  and  eat,  for  want  of 

other  food ;  though,  for  the  moft  part,  they  take  fuch  care  in 

this  particular,  that  it  muft  be  owing  to  fome  great  misforr 

tune  or  unforefeen  accident,  if  their  (bambles  are  not  ftored 

with  variety  of  flefli,  and  efpeclally  with  that  of  their  unhappy 

Captives  «.  The  firft  chief  under  whom  they  invaded  and  made 

themfejves  mafters  of  a  great  part  of  the  vaft  empire  of  Kingo^ 

Zimbo      ^^^  called  Zimbo^  who  was  afterwards  fucceeded  by  a  virago,  no 

frB  leads  '^^^  warlike  and  cruel,  named  Tem-han-dumba^  who  gave  them 

them  into   ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  inhuman  and  execrable  laws,  which  are  ftill 

ij^gfg         extant  amongft  them.     And  from  thefe  two  fprung  thofe  fa-- 

farts.        mous  leaders  Kajfanghiy  mentioned  in  a  former  chapter  ^,  iCi- 

langa^  and  feveral  other  Giagan  princes^  of  whom  we  iball 

have  occafion  to  fpeak  in  the  fe^ueh 

Tbeir/uci      ZiMEO  firft  appeared  in  thofe  parts,  at  the  head  of  a  nume- 

cefs  and'    wus  body  of  Mujimbij  wha  were  either  his  fubje<2s,  or  had 

dreadful    been  raked  by  him  from  other  wilds  of  ^/V^7,  to  attend  him 

butcheries  on  his  expedition,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  better  fare»  and 

9«£tho-    enriching  themfelves  by  the  plunder  of  thofe  nations  through 

pia*  which  he  engaged  to  lead  them,  as  to  certain  viSory  and 

wealth.     They  readily  accepted  his  offers  ;  and,  inticed  by 

fuch   attraftive    profpefls,    they    flocked   to    him   in  fuch 

numbers,  that  he  foon  faw  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 

iarmy,  who  all  promifed  to  obey  him  in  every  thing,  and  fol*- 

iow  him  where- ever  he  led  them.     He  brought  fikcwife  with 

him  a  favourite  heroine,  of  the  fame  name  with  the  viragQ 

above-mentioned,  who  ferved  him  at  once  as  a  concubine 

and  acounfellor;  and  with  thefe  penetrated,  without  any  con* 

fiderable  oppofition,  almoft  to  the  very  center  of  the  K^ngaefi 

*  Cavaz.  ap.  Labat|  lib.  il.  c.  7.  Pigafet.  ubi  fap.  Seealfa 
Vc&rc,  p.  12,  &  fe^.      *  -  f  Before,  p.  16,  k  fcq* 
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Ittipire,  committing  the  mofl  dreadful  ravages  and  butcheries 
%hcre-cver  they  came,  leaving  nothing  behind  but  defolation 
imd  ruin*  What  was  ftill  more  dreadful,  thefe  hungry  ver- 
«iin,  who  were  accuftomed  to  feed  on  human  flefh,  made  no 
llfs  horrid  havock  among  the  unhappy  Etbtppians  who'  fell  into 
Acir  hands,  and  whom  they  wantonly  put  to  the  moft  excru- 
mating  deaths,  merely  to  give  a  higher  rclifli  to  their  ftefli ; 
'Ihough  they  were  naturally  fuch  monfters  6f  beaftlinefs,  that  Beaftly 
when  that  failed  them,  they  as  greedily  fell  foul  upon  tht  food, 
Inoft  loathfome  creatures,  reptiles,  infefts  of  .all  kinds,  and 
'€ven  any  {linking  and  half- corrupted  carrion,  that  fell  in  their 
way.  Whenever  thefe  failed,  they  made  no  difficulty  to  at- 
tack the  moft  fierce  and  cruel  wild  beafts  for  their  food,  fuch 
118  lions,  tygers,  leopards,  fcf^.  but  as  thefe  creatures  are  natu- 
L^ftJly  affrighted  at  multitudes,  and  will  convey  themfelves  into 
tiie  thickeft  forefls  for  fafety,  whence  there  is  no  poiEbility  of 
:  Aiving  them  out,  they  had  recourfe  to  fetting  the  whole  wood 
|,©n  fire,  and  waiting  for  their  coming  out,  in  order  either  to 
NKfpatch  them  with  their  weapons,  or  to  penetrate  into  it,  and 
l^tA  upon  their  half-roafted  carcafes.  So  that  they  feldom  leftt 
%iiy  territory,  before  they  had  utterly  reduced  it  to  a  mere  bar- 

ri  ^Idernefs  «.  * 
These  horrid  devaftations  brought  daily  new  recruits  toJfiereafi^ 
ifearmy  -,  the  unhappy  Kongoefe  flocking  to  him  in  fhoals,  in  ffumbtr 
ifepes  to   preferve  themfelves  from  the  famine  which  that  ^^^  ^^^Z- 
ead  where-ever  it  paiTed ;  and  Zimho  grew  everyjday  more  O'^ 
^erful,  till  having  one  day  rauftcrcd  up  all  his  forces,  and 
ing  them  too  numerous  and  unwieldy  to  continue  longer 
in  one  body,  he  thought  proper  to  divide  them  into  feveral  Di'vidt 
S&rps ;  and  having  fet  fome  of  his  mofl:  intrepid  officers  over  i^emfelvis 
Hem,  difperfed  them  into  feveral  parts  of  Mthiopia^  to  fpread  '«'''-^^'  . 
3fi^  and  fword,  and  defolation,  where-ever  they  came.     One  ^^^^^ 
Wthcm,  named  ^izzuva^  a  man  no  lefs  brutifh  than  mar-       • 
pd,  and  fo  elated  with  his  fuccefs,  that  he  embellifhed  the 
Poor,  walls,  and  cin£ture  of  his  houfe  and  Tomba,  or  temple 

this  idols,  with  the  craniums  and  bones  of  the  human  bo- 
is  which  had  been  ferved  at  his  table,  and  had  the  infolenco 
go  and  attack  the  Poriuguefe  at  one  of  their  fortrefl'es  named 
i9bo,  in  the  kingdom  oi  Monoemugi.     But  he  there  met  witli  Defeated 
«  fortune  he  had  juftly  deferved,  being  totally  defeated  and  h  '^^Por- 
(iDled,  with  a  vaft  number  of  his  M^mbiy  and  the  reft  cither  tugucfe. 
Mt  to  flight  or  ta^ceh  prifoners. 

V  Zembo  did  not  let  this  lofs  go  long  unrevenged ;  he  marched  ZemboV 
hith  all  poffible  (peed  to  the  forthwith  a  frefh  fupply  of  forces,  revenge c^ 
JlDga^ed  the  Portuguefi  commander  ag^in,  and,  ^fter  an  ob-  '^^^« 
'^ate  ftruggle  on  both  fides,  defeated  and  killed  him,  and 
'  Cataszi  ap.  Xidbat,  ubi  fup,  p.  93,  &  fe^.  4 

*  y  J  made         , 

Digitized  by  V^jOOQ IC 


5^6  ,  the  African  m^  ff       B.  XVIL- 

Cruelty  to  madei^  dreadful  (laughter  among  the  rei);  of  bis  ferc«$»  Thofe 
thi  frifon*  whom  he  took  priioneis  underwent  a  much  crueller  fate  ^ 
f^/*  for  thefe  he  caufed  to  be  put  to  the  moil  torturing  deaiths,  parti- 

cularly their  chaplain,  a  Dominican  friar,  whom  be  baa  eb^ 
fervcd  to  be  more  than   commonly  bufy  in   encouraging: 
the  foldiers  to  fight.     AH  their  heads  were  ordered  to  be  ftuck 
upon  lances,  and  carried  away  as  trophies,  together  with  all 
the  church  veftments,  Zimbo  himfelf  marching  at  their  heady 
arrayed  in  a  prieftly  habit,  and  carrying  a  chalice  in  hid  handy 
in  derifion  to  their  religion  ^, 
1>efcent  on     FLUSHED  with  this  fuccefs,  he  made  a  defcent  upon  the 
theijland  ifland  of  Sluiloa  (B),  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Portuguefiy 
^Quiloa  but  now  of  the  Mohammedan  MoorSy  and  made  himfelf  ilialter 
jfutctJsfuL  of  fome  part  of  it,  in  which  he  put  3000  inhabitants  to  the 
fword,  whofc  bodies  he  ffiivc  to  his  troops  to  glut  themfelves 
with,  together  with  the  plunder,  and  took  the  reft  prifoners, 
made  (laves  of  fome  of  them,  and  theothers  he  ordered  to  be  fa* 
crificed  to  his  idols,  and  amoi.g  thcfc  laft  the  traitor  who  had 
aflifted  him  to  furprize  the  ifland,  of  which  he  himfelf  was  an 
inhabitant.     But  firft,  to  Ihew  his  abhorrence  to  his  treacheryy 
he  caufed  him  to  be  tortured  in  the  moft  exquifite  manner ; 
after  which  he  appointed  him  to  be  the  firft  victim  to  be  ofier- 
ed  to  his  gods. 
_  He  made  much  the  fame  fucccfsful  attempt  upon  that  of 

^ M^'  Af^;;z^/Vi?,  on  the  fouth  of  Slulloa  ;  where  both  the  inhabi- 
aambko  *^^^®  ^'^^  Fortuguffe  that  were  fettled  among  them,  being 
*^^      '   alarmed  at  his  approach,  and  much  more  at  bis  horrid  cruel- 

*  Cava  as.  ibid.  p.  95,  &  fcq. 

(B)  This  ifland  is  fituate  on  inhabited,  by  being  very  fertile 

^   the  caftern  fide  of  -^frica^  on  and  healthy  for  the  climate,  and 

the  coaft  of  Zanguehar^     near  carries  on  a  confiderable  trafiick 

the  mouths  of  the  rivers  Cuaho  \\)\?\\  which  might eafily  tempt 

and  Kifimay  under  the  eighth  Zimbo  \o  make  a  defcent  upoq 

degree  and  a  half  of  fouth  lati-  if.     Betas  our  author  doth  not 

tude.    The  Portuguefe^  who  firft  tell  us  of  his  having  any  navy  or 

difcovered  it,  built  a  ftrong  for*  vcflcls  to  traofport  his  men  thi* 

trefs  upon  it,  and  had  fettled  a  ther  (2),  it  is  more  likely  that 

confiderable  fadory  in  it^  but  he  mi^pok  the  ifland  for  the 

abandoned  the  one,  and  razed  kingdom  of  j^Z/ir,  which  laA 

the  other,  by  order  of  their  king,  is  uponTerraFinna^  and  near  the 

and  fettled  theinfelves  at  A///r»-  fame  coaft  with  Mofimltco  and 

da  and  Mofambico^  on  the  -faifie  Melinda,    where    that    ^iagaw 

coaft,  which  were  mqre  coavc-  chief  made  his   twq  next  at- 

|iient  for  their  commerce.  tempts. 

The  ifland,  however,  is  well 

(i)  Va,  FitauDifcou^ert.dcsPortugutf,  torn.  i.  />.  in,  &f:q.    Jarric.Um. 
ff.  f .  13.  I>0^p*r  ^frie*  6f  */.  (i)  Labat  tx  Cavasf.  lib,  ii.  r.  7.  p.  07.  ^ 
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ties,  had  unanlmoufly  refplved  to  pppofe  his  defccnt  at^;hc  lia? 
xard  of  their  lives.  They  were  moreover  encouraged  to  thi§ 
brave  refolution  by  the  cxpedtetion  they  were  in  of  the  E  ura^ 
peanBtetj  which  was  coming  to  their  relief  3  but  had  th?  mifr 
fortune  to  fee  it  difperfed  by  a  dreadfuj  ftori%  which  in^ 
tcrvened,  and  themfelves,  as  it  were,  ab^ndoj?ed  j^y  Provi-  ' 
dencc  to  that  inexorable  monfter  pf  cruelty,  who,  qyicklju 
landed  with  his  canibals,  and  did  not  ftir  from  it  till  they  had 
flrippeditof  every  thing  that  was  valuable,. and  of  every  livir 
ing;,  efpccially  human,  creature,  that  could  ^ut  their  raven* 
eus  jaws  ^  . .:   *  

flis  next  attempt  was  upon  the  kingdom  of  iJi^/y7<&j[C);.rf//<»^ 
At  thefirft  news  of  his  apprpach,  the  inhabitants,  f^  they. did  itpottMC" 
every- where,  were  conful ting  how  to  favc  their  lives  and  yalu-  llnija. 
able  eiFeds,  by  betaking  themfelves  to  their  wood^  and  de- 
farts.     They  were,  however,  difluaded  from  it  by  tbeicge*.  7*;^*  ii^^V 
nerous  monarch,  who  reprefented  to  them)  in  the  ftrongefi  ^ol^/e  de* 
terms,  how  ihameful  a  thing  it  would  be  fqr.  fo  brave  a  nz-finct  ofitm 
tion  to  abandon  their  country  to  a  fett  of  banditti  and  xobberSi^. 
who  bad  neither  religion,  honour,  nor  humanity  \  prolefting  at 
the  fame  time,  that  whatever  they  might  refolve  upon,  with 
regard  to  their  own  fafety,  he  was  fully  determined  to.  meet 
;md  engage  them,  and  to  defend  his  country  and  fubje6ls  ta 
the  laft  drop  of  his  blood,  againft  ^ofe  barbarians  and  inhur 
man  invaders,  and  truft  to  the  divine  Providence  for  his  af&fi>. 
ance  in  {a  juft  a  caufe.    By  thefe  words  his  people  were  fo  ef** 
fcftually  encouraged,  that  they  refolved,  one  and  all,  to  ftand* 
by  him  to  the  lail  man ;  and  the  king,  having  prepared  every 
thing  for  an  obflinate  iight^  fet  out  with  them  to  meet  the 
enemy  at  fome  diftance  from  his  capital.  ' 

ZimMo  advanced  at  the  head  of  his  vidtorious  canibals, ^imbo /^» 
all  richly  laden  with  the  fpoil  of  ^tdka^  Mofambico^  and  other /«/^  de^ 
^aces,  and  engaged  the  Mtlindam  with  his   ufual  Ecrcentd /gated*. 
juid  affiirance  of  fuccels.    The  engagement  was  obftinate  and 
bloody,  and  lafled  feveral  hour^    At  length  the  favages  be«- 

*  lA  ibid.  p^9S,  &feq. 

(C)  This  kiDgdoniy  as    we  who  were  opulent  and  power- 

hinted  in  the la0:  note,  lies  on  the  ful,  but  is  now  become  the  capi- 

fame    c6z&  of  Zanguebar,  hut  ts\ofthePoriugue/ecotiqiitf!ison 

nearer  the  equinox;  its  capital  this  coaft  ;  fince  which  time  the « 

Meliuda  lying  under  the  2d  deg.  king^s  refidence  hath  been  re* 

and  half  of  louth  latitude,  and  moved  to  the  city  of  Mombnfo^ 

on  an  idand  at  the  mouth  of  the  where  mod  of  the  governors  of 

rivcfof  its  name.    It  was  once  this  coaft,  we  are  told  (3),  do 

ii^  refidence  of  its  monarchs,  likewife  refide. 

*(|)  JDtliiJt^iAtht^  Dtffer^  ukijup*  Fitau^  tsbatubifip,  W,  ^  boe,  voh 
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A  hitrrid    gan  to  give  way,  and  betake  thcmfelvcs  to  flight,  in  fpight  of 
/laughter  '  their  gcnerars  endeavours  to  rally  them  ;  and  the  king  rightly 
of  bis  Gi-  deeming  fuch  a  peft'  of  human  kind  unworthy  of  any  mercy  j^ 
*2^*         ordered  his  men  to  purfue  and  flay  all  they  could  come  at ; 
which  they  did  with  fuch  readincfs  and  bravery,  that  very  few, 
except  fome  of  the  moft  nimble- footed,  efcapcd  their  fury.    A 
dreadful  maflacre  was  made  of  all  the  reft,  and  an  immense 
fpoil  was  found  in  their  camp.     Zimbo  had  the  good  fortune 
to  efcapc  with  a  fmall  number  of  his  braveft  troops,  with 
which  he  retired  to  the  woods,  till  he  could  get  together  the 
poor  remains  of  his  other  fugitives  ^. 
Be  mttT"        This  dreadful  and  unexpected  blow,  the  lofs  of  fo  many 
thts  rdund  thoufands  of  his  men,  and  of  fuch  immenfe  riches,  the  defo- 
t$  the         lations  which  he  had  left  behind  where"  he  had  paflfed,  and 
Cape  of     where  he  could  now  expeft  nothing  but  famine  and  mifery. 
Good        fhould   he  attempt   to  return  to  his  old  fettlemcnts  either 
JIopcj       o^  Kongo  or  Jnziko^  with  his  {battered  and  difheartened   re- 
mains, made  him  refolve  upon  a  new  proje£^,  which  might  be 
executed  with  more  fafety  and  eafe,  which  was  to  make  a  tour 
r-pund  the  coafts  of  Africa^  in  which  there  was  a  profped  of 
daily  increafing  his  army  with  new  volunteers  amongft  thofe 
favages,  and  enriching  himfelf  with  fuch  new  fpoils  as  fhould 
fall  in  his  way;     He  accordingly  fet  out,  and  fleered  his  courfe 
fouth wards,  along  the' eaftei;n  coafts,  till  he  came  to  the  Cape 
of, Good  Hope  J  without  meeting  with  any  oppofition  or  difaf- 
ter ;  and,  as  he  found  his  army  to  augment,  he  divided  them, 
for  the  better  conveniency  of  living  and  plundering,  into  feve- 
ral  columns,  which  he  however  forbad  to  feparate  themfelves 
fo  far,  but  that  they  might,  upon  any  emergency,  be  able  to 
^      ,       rejoin  the  reft, 

nndthen  From  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  above-mentioned  he  began 
*the  north'  ^°  wheel  about  to  the  northward,  till  he  came  to  the  great 
^^f.^  '  river  Cuneva,  which  flows  fouthwards  from  the  Sallan  moun- 
*  tains,  in  Upper  Bembaj  and  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Ethiopk 
mndSxe  ^^^'  about  the  17th  degr.  of  fouth  latitude,  where  he  fettled 
his  camp  himfelf  between  that  river  and  the  fea-coafts..  Here  he  began 
€it  Kilpm-  ^^  fi^  ^^^  refting-plac9,  and  to  build  fome  .few  wretched  huts 
ba ;  ^^^  ^'^  "^^">  ^"  ^^^^  ^^  *  camp,  or  large  village,  which  he 

called,  in  their  language,  Kilomio,  diftributing  them  into  fc- 
veral  bodies,  under  proper  commanders,  and  referving  to  him- 
felf the  fupreme  command  over  the  whcJe.  He  was,  however, 
of  too  r^ftlcfs  a  temper  to  continue  long  in  that  quiet  fitiiation; 
,     his  ambitious  mind  w^s  ever  hatching  fome  new  exploit;  to 
complete  which  he  fopn  fet  about  increafing  his  army  to  a  much 
r      f     higher  degree,  and  to  make  other  preparations  for  a  fovourite 
^  ''"'  ^^    expedition  he  had  been  projpiaing,  when  death  put  an  miejFpcfi- 
^^*  fd  pnd  to  all  his  defigqs,  how,  and  by  v^hat  means,  w?  are  not 

^  Cavaz,  ap.  Labat^^  ubi  fup.  p^  99,  &feq. 
^  :    -  t9ld^ 
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toM,  and  carried  ofFfoon  after  like  wife  bis  favourite  concubine 
^emban^dumba,  the  fiiithful  companion  of  jail  bis  travels. ,  After  %  ^^cert 
their  death,  the  fiirviving  commanders,  not  caring  to  fubmit,  ^^fferfi.  _ 
or  become  dependant  on  any  other  chief,  quickly  agreed  to 
break  ofF  their  community,  and  each  of  them  went  and  took 
upon  bim  the  chief  commai^d  of  his  own  troops.     Some  of 
them  moved  ofF  in  queftofnew  fettlements ;  and  the  teft 
fiaid  in. the  old  ones,  which  had  been  affigned  to  them,  a^d 
from  thence  fprang  theu*  feveral  tribes,  and  diverfity  of  go-,  ' 
v^rnments  we  meet  with  in  moft  parts  oi  Africa. 

Among  their  chiefs  that  Separated  themielves  fcom  the  reft,  Dongii, 
was  one  named  Dongii^  who  is  particularly  famed  among  the  ^^^^^^^ 
Gitf^<rj  for  being  the  father  of  that  infernal  virago,  hinted  at^/^Tem- 
at  the  beginning  of  this  appendix ;  who,  by  giving  them  a  new  han-dum- 
fctt  of  the  moft  inhuman,  or  rather  diabolical,  laws,  by  which.  **^''^' 
they  became  more  known  by  the  name  of  a  fed,  than  of  a^J^^.^^" 
nation,  andftie  the  moft  abfolute  and  inhuman  legiflatrix  and^  ^  .^' 
tyrannefs  over  them,  and  more  particularly  over  thofe  of  her  ^'^     '  * 
ownfex.  As  there  is,  therefore,  fo  little  to  be  met  with  worth  no^ 
tice  in  any  of  the  other  tribes,  except  their  frequent  inroads  and 
horrid  ravages,  of  which  we  have  feen  fo  many  inftances  in 
the  foregoing  chapters,  we  fliall  confine  ourfelves  to  the  hif- 
tory,  reign,  religion,  and  other  curious  particulars  only,  which 
arerelatedof  that  furprifing woman,  if  fuch  amonfter  could  de-^ 
iervethat  name;  all  whofe  principles  and  adlions  rather  de- 
monflrate  her  to  have  been  fome  fury  broke  oiit  of  hell,  to  be 
3  curfe  not  only  to  all  her  fubjefls,  but  to  all  the  Ethiopians 
that  had  the  ill  luck  to  be  fituated  near  her  dominions  K 

Tem-ban-dumba  was  born  at  Kiiombo^  the  camp  which 
Zimho  chofe  for  his  laft  retreat,  and  had  that  name  given  her 
ip  compliment  to  his  favourite  concubine.   After  their  deaths, 
JDongii  her  father  removed  with  his  fmall  army  to  the.  province 
of  Gangbellay  or  Gangueila^  fituate  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
kmgdom  of  Metambaj  where  dying  foon  after,  his  wife  Muf  His  mar-f 
fgxa^  ahold  mafculine  woman,  took  the  command  of  them //«/««?//< 
into  her  hands;   and  having  been  brought  up  in^  the  m2s\Xi\^  commands, 
or  rather  plundering  trade  from  her  youth,  quickly  gave  them  ^i^  o,rmy., 
fuch  proofs  of  her  intrepid  courage,  and  bloody  difpofition,^ 
that  they  readily  fubmitted  themfelves  to  her  condud,  and  fol- 
lowed her  in  her  moft  dangerous  expeditions,  in  which  they 
Mrere  always  fure  to  fee  her  the  foremoft  in  every  engagement, 
^ndhindermoft  in  retreating.     She  ^IfeSed  to  appear  upon  all 
pccafions  armed'^and  drefled  like  a  male  warrior  ;   and  clad 
her  daughter,  in  whom  ihe  obferved  the  fame  martial  and  in- 
trepid courage,  in  the  iamc  drefs,  takii^g  the  young  virago 
yrith  her  in  all  her  expeditions,  in  order^  to  train  her  up  in  the 
^^  trade. 

':'  ^  Ibid.  p.  ipo,  &f^c|« 
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Tem-ban-  Tem-bak-dvmba<  though  then  but youngand  tender^ 
dumba  made  fuch  proficiency  under  her  mother,  and  difcovered  fuch 
herdaugh'  prudence  and  prefcnce  of  mind  on  the  greatcft  emergencies 
ier^  a  and  difficulties,  that  Muffaza  made  no  fcruplc  to  intf  uft  her 
lloody  w-  ^\xh  the  command  of  fome  of  her  forces,  whilft  flbe  led  the 
^^^^*  reft  on  to  ibme  important  exploits  $  at  which  the  young  ama^ 
zon  w^s  fo  elated,  that  £he  could  hardly  brook  to  be  any  longer 
in  fubjcSion  to  her  ». 
jler  a^  WHAT  added  to  the  uneaiinefs  of  her  reftratnt  was,  that, 

Mours  ii«i/ being  of  anolefs  amorous  than  warlike  temper,  (he  ufed 
trueltieu    to  indulge  hcrfelf  in  the  embraces  of  feveral  gallant  youths  of 
her  army,  of  whom  ihc,  through  the  ficklenefs  of  her  fex  and 
younger  years,  became  no  fooncr  tired,  than  (hd  caufed  them 
to  be  privately  put  to  death,  to  make  way  for  new  ones.  For 
this  her  mother  had  often  reprimanded  her  fo  feverely,  that, 
being  no  longer  aUe  to  bear  her  conftraint,  £he  broke  out  int» 
Revolts      an  open  rebellion  againft  her.    She  had  already  difplayed  fuch 
from  her    an  intrepid  bravery  on  fo  many  occafions,  that  this  bold  ac* 
mother,      ^Jq^  of  hers,  inftead  of  difgracing,  made  her  the  more  ad- 
mired as  well  as  dreaded  by  the  whol^  jGivage  army,  who  be- 
EJIeemeJ    ^^  ^^  think  her  fomcthing  more  than  human,  and  expreiled 
and/eared  ^^^  utmoft  eagcmefs  to  come  and  fight  under  her  banner ;  fo 
by  her  ar-  ^j^^^  ^j^^  greater  part  of  her  mother's  forces  came  gradually 
*^*  over  to  her,  and  (he  quickly  faw  herfclf  at  the  head  of  a  nu- 

merous army,  by  whom  ihe  was  more  pundually  obeyed  than 
any  general  of  the  other  fex  could  have  been,  as  they  imagined 
her  indeed  to  excell  them  all  in  courage,  prudence,  and  every 
other  martial  qudification^ 

As  foon  as  fee  found  that  her  exploits  and  behaviour  Tiad 
raifed  in  their  minds  fuch  an  extraordinary  idea  in  her  favour, 
her-  ambition,  which,  by  that  time,  vtras  fwellcd  to  an  un^. 
meafurable  height,  infpired  her  with  a  new  proje£l  to  im- 
prove them  to  the  greateft  advantage,  though  by  fuch  means 
Htr  pro-    as  muft  have  filled  any,  but  fuch  an  army  of  favage  monfters, 
je£f  to  he-  with  horror,  inftead  of  regard  for  her  ;  but  whjch,  ihe  too  well 
come  ahfo'  knew,  Would  infpire  them  with  veneration  and  dread,  and  en- 
iute.         able  her  to  enlarge  her  dominions  beyond  her  prefent  fcanty 

limits, 
Speech  to  To  execute  her  ambitious  proje6l:  the  more  effefhially,  &e 
her  army,  ordered  her  whole  army  to  be  drawn  up  in  arms  before  her, 
and  appearing  before  them  in  her  mafculine  military  drefs, 
prepared  them,  by  a  proper  preface,  in  which  (be  acquainted 
them  with  her  fangoine  views  of  making  them  viftorious  and 
happy  under  her  conduct,  ,and,  by  their  valour  and  afliftancc, 

«•  Ibid  p,  I03i&(iq. 
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to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  powerful  and  glorious  kingdom  and 
goverRment,  which  fliould  eternife  her  memory,  and  make 
them  dreaded  by  alJ  the  Ethiopic  realms  around  them  ". 

But  firft  of  all  (he  told  them,  thatlhe  muft  and.would  in-  Foimdt 
fthift  and  initiate'them  ift  the  laws  and  rites  of  the  antient  G/-  ti,  Giagsi 
ffgasy  their  anccfiors  (D),  as  the  moft  infellible  means  to  makeyi^. 
th4»m  as  fuccdrsful  and  opulent  as  the  late  Zimbo  their  leader^ 
without  the  danger  of  expofing  themfelves  to  the  fame  difaf- 
ters  and  misfortunes.    To  convince  them  bow  much  flie 
was  in  earncft,  and  exptSed  to  be  obeyed,  (he  told  them  (he 
Would  herfclf  forthwith  fet  them   an  example  worthy  of 
their  imitation  and  valour ;  unlcfs  they  were  greatly  degene- 
rated from  the  courage  and  intrepidity  of  their  celebrated  race; 
and,  if  they  were,  would  infallibly  revjve  it  ih  them.     Havirig  Horrid 
thus  far  raifed  their  expe6hitions,  and  fixed  their  attentive  eyes  mun/er  tf 
and  ears  on  her,  £he  ordered  an  only  fon,  which  fhe  had  by  one  ^^^M' 
of  her  paramours,  to  be  brought  to  her,  together  with  a  large 
peftle  and  mortar,  in  which,  inftead  of  overwhelming  him 

^  Ibid.  p.  105,  &  fcq. 


(D)  Our  author  (4),  who  had 
not  only  converfed  fome  time 
amongft  them,  and  had  convert- 
ed many  of  them  to  the  chriftian 
faith y  from  whom  he  learned  all 
thefe  particulars,  feems  to  make 
a  doubt,  whether  there,  had  in- 
deed been  any  fuch  diabolical 
laws  among  the  an  tient  Glagas, 
or  whether  fhe  only  pretended 
it,  in  order  to  reconcilis  them  the 
more  eaiily  to,  and  induce  them 
the  more  effcdtually  to  obferve 
tbem,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
throw  off  the  odium  of  what- 
ever might  appear  ihocking  and 
unnatural  from  Ji^felf. 

It  is  hard,  indeed,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  cohceive  how  To  young 
a  female  warrior,  cruel  as  fhe 
might  be  in  her  natural  difpoii- 
tion,  and  ambitious  as  fhe  was 
to  be  lopkefl  upon  as  fomething 
not  only  above  herfex  but  above 
human  nature,  could  devife 
fuch  ^  body  of  laws,  and  intro- 


duce a  fett  of  caftoms  fo  op- 
pofite  and  (hocking  to  it.  And, 
on  the  other,  it  is  no  lefs  uh^ 
iikely  that  her  fubjedls  would 
have  fo  readily  fubfcribed  or 
adhered  to  either,  if  they  bad 
not  been  already  inured  to 
the  pradice  ^of,  at  leafl,  the  far 
greater  part  of  them,  by  the 
example  of  their  forefathers  ;  fo 
that,  upon  the  whok,  (he  feems 
to  us  to  have  only  given  the 
fandion  of  a  law  to  a  fett  of  in* 
human  cufioms^  which  had  gra- 
dually introduced  themfelves 
among  thofe  barbarians,  in  or- 
der to  render  them  more  fierce, 
in^repid,  and  dreadful  to  their 
neighbours  f  and  if  we  fuppoi^ 
her  to  have  made  any  addition 
to  their  barbarity,  it  might  be 
only  with  a  view  of  fhewing 
herfelf  more  hardened  in  the 
butchering  trade,  and  confe* 
quently  more  fit  to  command 
pvcr  them. 


(4.}  Libaffpt  Caya^iUb;  n.  if.  7./;  fl«» 
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with  the  carcffcs  of  a  young  and  tender  mother,  as  they  might 
reafonably  expeft,  j(he,  to  their  great  furprizc,  and  without 
the  leaft  fhcw  of  remorfe,  pounded  the  innocent  babe  alive, 
till  (he  bad  reduced  the  bones,  flefh,  &fc.  into  a  pulp,  among 
which  Ihc  brayed  feveral  kinds  of  powders,'  herbs,  roots,  oil, 
\Dittftahle  ^^d  other  drugs ;  and  having  mixed  the  whole  in  a  kettle  over 
juptrfiity-  ^  (Jq^j^  fire,  into  an  ointment,  iheftrippcd  herfelf,  and  ordered 
•*•  fonic  of  her  maids  to  anoint  her  with  it  from  head  to  foot, 

before  them  all.     This  done,  fbc  refumcd  her  martial  drcfs, 
and  told  them,  that  that  was  the  fovereign  balfam  which  would 
render  them  not  only  ftrong  and  robuft,  and  fit  for  martial 
exploits,  but  invulnerable  and  invincible,  and  a  terror  to  all 
other  nations. 
FoUo'Med       Jy  J5  hardly  to  be  conceived,  fays  our  author,  how  that  un- 
hy  bir  ar-  ^^^^^^^  afllion  was  admired,  and  how  fpccdjly  and  univerfally 
^'  it  was  followed  by  her  barbarian  fubjefts ;  much  lefs  to  reckon 

the  many  thoufands  of  male  infants  that  were  butchered  in 
the  fame  horrid  manner,  and  for  the  fame  hellifli  purpofes. 
Gi'ves  Sh  e  prefently  after  made  it  into  a  law,  that  noncof  her  fub- 

tbem/e^f'je&s  ihould  undertake  any  thing  of  confequence,  or  even  con- 
rai  inbu-  fult  about  any  enterprife,  till  they  had  previoufly  anointed 
man  iatvji  themfelves  with  that  detcftable  ointment,  which,  fhc  told 
^hen^,  would  infpire  them  with  wifdom  to  chufe,  and  courage 
aixd  refolution  to  execute,  all  their  projedls  with  undoubted 
fuccefs :  and,  that  there  never  might  be  wanting  a  fupply  of 
it,  (he  enacted  fome  other  ediSs,  by  which  feveral  forts  of 
male  children  were  excluded  from  being  admitted  into  the 
Kilomba,  or  camp,  or  even  from  being  brought  up ;  fome  of 
which  were  ordered  to  be  pounded  and  boiled  for  the  ufe 
above-mentioned,  and  others,  that  were  either  deformed  or 
defc6tivc,  to  be  thrown  to  the  dogs  ;  to  all  which  £he  added 
thofe  infants  which  the  chiefs  and  perfons  of  rank  (hould  vo- 
luntarily offer  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  whole,  and 
which,  ihe  faid,  had  by  far  greater  virtue  and  efikacy, 
when  made  into  ointment,  than  thofe  of  the  meaner  fort. 
Neither  did  flie  fufFer  any  woman  to  be  brought  to-bed  in 
the  camp  j  which,  fhe  affirmed,  polluted  it  to  fuch  a  degree, 
as  nothing  could  expiate  but  the  death  both  of  the  mother  and 
child  ° ;  fo  that,  to  deter  pregnant  women  from  it,  (he  con- 
demned them,  whether  the  mifcbaiTce  was  voluntary  or  no, ' 
to  kill  their  offspring  with  their  own  hand,  or  to  be  them- 
(elves  put  to  death  (E). 

These  . 
^  Cavaz.  ap.  Labat,  p.  no,  &  feq. 

(E)  The  fame  good  Capu-     pregnant  proofs  of  the  ftri^nefs 
^hin  abover^uotcd  jgives  feveral    with  which  that  bloody  le^a- 
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Th£.S£  laws,  which  0ie  ftykd  Quixillas,  and  pretended  to  nvhUhfie 
have  been  derived  from  time  imn\emorial  from  the*  antteiit  calls 
Giagas,  are  ftill,  for  the  moft  part,  J-eligioufly  obferved  by  that  §imxillas. 
barbarous  nation ;  though  fhe  was  forced  herfelf  to  abate  of  ^^ forced t9 
the  fe verity  of  fuch  of  them  as  werccidier  detrimental  to  the  ^^^tethe 
increafe  of , the  male  kind,  or  too  fliocking  againft  the  natural  f'^'^^lfyef 
affedHon  of  parents,  and  might  at  length  torminate  in  a  gene-  ^^''^• 
ral  difcontent,  or  perhaps  in  an  open  rebellion.;  efpecially  as  Commands 
j(he  had  introduced  odiers  more  agreeable  to  their  natural  the  eating 
barbarity,  and  equally  capable  of  inuring  them  to  it ;  and  of  human 
among  thefe,  that  of  feeding  upon  huDian  ftefh,  preferably  to  A<^. 
any  other  food.     But  here  (he  had,  out  of  regard  to  her  own  r  z-^ 
fexy  made  an  exception  againft  killing  any  of  them  for  any    T     ^^ 
Tuch  purpofe,  or  even  to  eat  them,  when  they  either  died  a  '  ^'  ^ 
natural,  or  were  put  to  a  violent  deatfe.. Thefe  laft  are  by  their  '^^^''»  ^ 
law  referved  for  another  kind  of  facrifice ;  viz.  to  be  but- 
chered at  the  tombof  fome  noble  .or  favourite  perfon  that 
chances  to  die,   in  order  to  be  interred  witti  and  attend 
him  into  the  next  world  P.  But  this  prohibition,  which  excepts      r .  , 
|he  females  from  becoming  a  dainty  difli  to  thecanibal  tribe',       !^  . 
hath  rather  fcrved  to  whet  their  appetite  after  it,  efpecially  ^^^^ 
among  the  great,  who,  in  fpight  of  the  penalties  it  fubje<as  lopvedfw. 
them  to,  run  the  hazard  of  glutting  themfelves  with  it,  as  be-     *  •'    * 
ing  by  far  the  moft  delicious  to  their  tafte.     And  our  author 
hientions  one  of  their  chiefs,  named  Giaga  Caffang9y  who 

9  De  his,  vid.  fup.  p.  i7,&feqV 

trix  caufed  thefe  her  laws  to  be  wheji  pregnant,  without  being 
obeyed,  from  the  confeffion  of  difcovcred  by  fomcofthe  watch- 
.fevcral  of  his  female  converts,  ful  QuixilJas;  fo  they  call  their 
and  the  extraordinary  grief  and  priefts,  or  rather  jugglers,  whofe 
abhorrence  which  they  cxprefled  intereft  it  is  to  keep  a  vigilant 
at  the  rejiiembrance  of  their  eye  over  the  fex,  in  .ord.er  to  ex- 
having,  in  compliance  to  thetti,  tort  fome  confiderable  prefents  ' 
fubmitted  to  butcher,  with  their  from  the  parents,  to  preferve  the 
own  hands,  fome  two  or  three  child  ;  which  is  commonly  the 
or  more  of  their  own  children  ;  cafe  with  thofe  that  have  where^ 
her  edids,  dreadful  and  (hocking  with  to  bribe  them  into  a  cong- 
as they  were  to  nature,  not  be-  nivance ;  or,  if  they  are  not,  in  a 
ing  futficient  to  reftrain  the  in-  condition  to  redeem  them,  co 
iiate  incontinency  of  either  fex  have  theni  affigned  over  to  death 
from  (lolen  embraces,  much  lefs  and  yield  a  delicious  meal  to 
f  be  delivered  of  their  burden  thofe  voracious  canibals  (5}.    . . 

(^)  Lahut  ix  Ctvaz.  ihid.  ^.  1 2 1 ,  fir*  /-f ^ 
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feldemfiuled  of  havii^fome  young  woman  killed  every  daj 
for  his  table  ^. 

She  had  likewife  expre&Iy  forbid  her  army  to  carry  any  wo- 
men with  them  on  any  warlike  expedttioir,  as  being  too  apt 
to  mdlify  the  hearts  of  her  ibidiers :  but  this  law  was  as  litde 
obierved  as  the  laft-mentioned,  Tome  of  her  chiefs  making  no 
fcruple  to  carry  them  about  with  them  by  hundreds,  either  to 
iatisfy  their  luft,  or  to  be  butchered  for  their  table. 

Several  other  laws  ihe  gave  them,  which  feemed  wholly 
calculated  to  extinguifli  not  only  all  humanity  from  among 
them,  but  likewise  w  ba(hfulntfs  and  modeftyin  either  fex: 
the  reader  may  fee  an  inftance  or  two  in  the  margin  (F).  As 

for 


4Cavaz«  api  Labat,  p.  123. 


(F)  Oneof  them  was,  that  as 
foon  as  a  young  female  perceived 
the  afaal  tokens  of  puberty,  (be 
was  to  give  notice  of  it,  th^t  all 
her  friends  and  acquaintance 
might  come  to  congratulate  her 
upon  the  agreeable  profped  of 
her  becoming  a  mother  of  chil- 
dren»  and  an  ufeful  member  of 
fociecy.  fiut  if,  after  this,  and 
her  having  been  married,  or  en- 
joyed as  a  miftrefs,  four  or  five 
years,  ftie  gai^  no  figns  of  preg- 
nancy, (he  was  condemned  to 
die,  as  a  ufelefs  dog  to  the  com- 
munity, and  either  be  referved 
againft  tbe  future  obfequies  of 
fome  great  perfon,  in  order  to 
attend  him  in  the  other  world, 
or  given  up  to  the  owner  to  be 
butchered  and  eat  (6). 

Another  was,  that  when  any 
of  her  officers  was  to  fet  out  upon 
fome  expedition,  he  was  to  bring 
his  favourite  wife  or  concubine 
out  with  him  into  a  public  place, 
and,  in  full  fight  of  a  numerous 
circle  of  fpeflacors,  go  through 
the  whole  exercife  of  the  matri- 
monial converfe  with  her,  with- 


out the  leaft  Aew  of  relu6lance 
or  baihfulnefs.  And  this  even 
the  greateft  commander  in  ker 
army  muft  fubmit  to,  or  dfe  ran 
the  riik  Of  being  difcharged  with 
fhame  and  difgrace  (7). 

Our  author,  and  others  of  his 
fraternity,  who  endeavoui^  ta 
introduce  chriftianity  among 
them,  tell  us,  that  their  zeal 
bath  often  made  them  run  the 
riik  of  their  lives,  by  the  oppo- 
ficion  and  remonflrances  they 
have  made  againft  thefe  and  the 
like  immodeil  and-  unnatural 
cufioms ;  and  that  though  they 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to 
come  off  with  (bme  few  infults 
or  angry  threats  from  the  Quix- 
illos  ;  yet  they  could  hardly 
ever  reduce  any  of  thefe  barba- 
rians either  from  their  beaftly' 
ways,  or  inhuman  rites.  Aad 
even  among  thofe  they  had  made 
converts  of,  and  baptized,  they 
could  never  aboliih  the  cuflom 
among  them  of  divorcing  their 
wives  for  fterility,  and  marrying 
others  more  likely  to  be  prcg* 
nant.    All  that  they  have  been 


(6)  Civax,  ap,  ttbat,  lih,\u  c.  %  p,  X25« 


(7]  U,  iiidt  p.  130* 
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for  thofc  which  rdatcd  to  their  worfhip,  they  were  cdmprifed  Laws  re*'       \ 
in  a  few  fupcrftitiout  ceremonies,  fuch  as  prefervrng  xht  inning  t9        \ 
bones  of  their  deceafed  friends  in  boxes  made  portable  for  that  *wQrJbifi.         \ 
porpofe^in  order  to  offer  human  vidims,  and  confulting  them' 
upon  all  emergencies,  of  which  we  have  already  given  an  ac- 
count eUewhere  f.    The  reft  of  them  (he  turned  over  to  the 
care  0r  difcrction  of  her  Quixillos,  or  priefts,  who  failed  not 
to  multiply  them  to  a  verv  great  degree,  and   to  calculate 
them  for  their  own  intereit,  infomuch  that  thofe  voracious 
vermin  became  a  moft  grievous  burden  to  the  whole  people 
both  fmall  and  great,  as  they  gave  them  a  fpecious  handle  for 
fleecing  the  rich  and  oppreifing  the  poor  * ;  all  which  the  po* 

*  See  before,  p.  1 30.  fub  not.  252,  &  alib.  pafl*.  < De  hiit, 

irid.  fop.  p.  70,  &  fcq,  fub  not  (A). 


able  to  do  was  only  to  he  more 
cautions  in  concealiQg  their  ir- 
regularities from  them  (8j,  But 
after  all,  there  ever  were  but  lit- 
tle hopes  of  bringing  thofe  in- 
human canibals  to  a  liking  of 
the  gofpel  precepts;  againft 
which  almofl  every  one  of  their 
laws  and  vicious  inveterated 
cudomsy  is  a  kind  of  infupera- 
ble  barrier. 

We  have,  indeed,  elfewhere 
feen  the  fwift  progreis  it  made 
in  the  kingdom  of  Mttamba^ 
during  the  latter  end  of  the  fur- 
jprlzing  reign  c^  their  queen 
Zingha\  and  bow»  foon  after  her 
deatb^it  was^in  agreat  meafure, 
extirpated  \  thofe  barbarians 
for  the  moft  part  having  been 
forced,  by  that  queen's  edidla, 
to  make  outward  profefCon  of 
ity  but  preferved  the  fame  bent 
and  affection  for  their  diabolical 
rites :  no  wonder  then  that  they 
fhould  be  fo  ready  to  return  to 
them  as  iboo  as  they  could  do  it 
impanely  (9].  It  muil  be  own- 
ed, however,  that  Don  SaUoa- 


Vtff,  the  viceroy  of  Jngpla,  had 
muck  better  fuccefs  in  caufing 
feveral  of  thefe  inhuman  rites  to 
be  abolifhed  among  them,  than 
thefe  good  Capuchins  ;  and  that 
his  amba0ies,  which  he  fent  to 
queen  Zingba,  to  the  Giagat^ 
chiefs  Caffange,  Ka/omga,  an^ 
Ca/omia,  accompanied  on  the 
one  hand  with  rich  prefents  and 
great  promifes,  and  on  the  other 
with  threats  of  his  Fortuguefe  for  - 
ces  and  artillery,  prevailed  more 
powerfully  upon  them,  than  all 
the  friars  praying  and  preaching 
could  do,  to  abolifh  thofe  detef« 
table  pradices  ;  infomuch  that 
our  author  tells  us,  of  his  owa 
knowlege,  that  Tem-ban^dumbd'^ 
laws,  as  well  as  the  whole  Gia^ 
gan  feft,  daily  declined  j  but 
whether  they  have  been  fince 
wholly  abolifhed  or  no,  is  aque(^ 
tion  which  it  is  out  of  our  power 
to  refolve;  there  having  been  no 
miflionaries  fent  amongft  them 
that  we  know  of,  at  leaft  during 
this  prefent  century  (10). 


(8)  Ctfi/«»»  ap,  Ltihaty  uhifup. /».  123,  ©•  alib,  paff,  (9)  Vid.fup.p^ 

»»»,  ^  fi%»  ( 10)  X>f  bity  %id,  Jarric,  torn.  ij.  r,  5.   I^tx ap,  FigaJeU 

iU>.  Vu  t.  5.     Satuiap,  Furci^es,  Pihr,  lib,  vii.  €,  lo.feSi.  3.     Ca%s»,  uSi  fu^ 
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jltic  (Jueeti  was  obliged  and  jglad  to  connive  uX,  as  thefe  Juggler^ 
were  the  main  uipports  of  her  authority. 

But  thofe  (he  gave  them  with  refpcft  to  her  political  go- 
vernment, were  in  much  greater  number,  though  all  of  the 
fame  inhuman  nature,  and  calculated  to  encourage  and  inure 
her  (ubjeds  to  all  njanner  of  rapine,  blopdihed,  and  remorfe- 
lefs  cruelty;  but  which  are  indeed  too  (hocking  to  'i^eferve  a 
farther  detail,  eQ>ecially  as  we  have  had  occafipn  to  fpeak  of 
feveral  of  them,  which  were  afterwards  introduced  and  uni- 
Verfally  pradkifed  in  the  kingdom  of  Metambaj  under  th^ 
reign  of  that  no  lefs  fuperftitious  and  bloody  princefs  queen 
Ztnghoj  whilft  ihe  continued  attached  to  that  curled  fed  ^ 
Upon  the  whole,  Tem-ban^dumba  had  fo  hardened  all  her 
forces  in  their  deftrudive  trade,  that  they  fpread  6re  aiid 
,  Daughter  all  over  the  JVeJiern  Ethiopia^  without  mercy,  or  al- 
Hir  army  nxoft  any  op^fition  ;  ahd  if  at  any  time  they  met  with  a  ftout 
^^^'jt    A  ''^P"^'^*^  ®ven  defeat,  from  fome  of  her  warlike  neighbours, 
mndfwerd,  Jnttead  of  being  difcouragcd,  flie  only  grew  mote  fierce  and 
defperate,  reinforced  her  army  with  all  poffible  Ipeed,  and 
fell  upon  them  with  fuch  eagernefs  and  fury,  that  everything 
was  forced  to  give  way  to  her,  or  flee  from  her  vi^orioui 
arms.    And  what  flill  more  efieftually  animated  Tier  troops 
to  follow  her  through  tiie  moft  arduous  and  dangerous  enter- 
Mirri'     prifes,  was  the  applaufe  and  recompence  they  were  fure  to 
nvards  to  find  at  their  return  to  the  Kilombo,  efpecially  with  refpefi  to 
her  army*  the  diftribution  of  the  plunder  and/ flaves,.  and  the  number  of 
thefe  whrch  were  to  be  butchered  at  their  ufual  feftivals,  after 
every  fuccefsful  expedition  "•    ■  ' 

BxFORE  we  come  to  fpeak  of  the  clofe  of  her  reign,  it  will 

not  be  difpleafing  to  our  readers,  we  hope,  if  we  give  them 

a  fhort  account  of  her  martial  difcipline,  cour(,  chief  officers, 

and  other  particulars,  which  our  author  obferved,  during  his 

abode  with  theni,  and  which,  tho'  taken  notice  of  by  other 

writers  ^  as  well  as  he,  may  well  deferve  fome  mention  in 

this  work.    We  have  already  obferved  that  her  Giagas  life 

was  a  conftant  roaming  from  place  to  place  for  the  fake  of 

7heir        plunder;  their  Kilombos,  or  camps,  which  very  much  fefem- 

^r^ti^^  ^^^  anticnt  Roman  Caftra,  or  the  prefent  Libates,  or 

jcnbed.      Ethiopian  villages,  formerly  defcribed  *,  were  built  of  fiich 

materials,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  were  quickly  and 

eafily  reared,  and  all  as  nearly  as  poffible  in  the  fame  form« 

The  officers,  who  are  the  chief  direfiors  of  them,  having  pitch<« 

ed  upon  a  proper  fpot,  divide  it  into  feven  diftin£^  quarters, 

*  See  before,  p.  236,  &  feq.        «  Ca  VAZ.  ubi  fup,  p.  1 37,&  fcq. 
•  PicAFET.  Merella,  Curti,'  &al.  *  See  before,  p«  11, 

&feq. 
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each  of  them  under  the  government  of  its  own  pai:ticular  com-  DinfSM  \ 
inahiSer.  In  thecfenter  of  it  ftands  the  royal  paviliion,  (urround-  int9  fnttm 
fed  by  thofe  of  the  minlfters j  officer^,  and  fervants^  belong-  i^rtsHt. 
ing  to  court)  the  whole  of  which  compofes  a  fpacibus  fquare,      ^^ 
whichis  commonly  fuirounded  with  a  firong  thorny  hedge, 
but  fo  difpofed,  that  it  is  more  like  a  labyrinth  than  a  circular      '        ^ 
Fence.     Within  this  all  th^t  belong  to  the  courts  and  chief     . 
officers  of  ftie  ak-my,  have  their  feparate  habitations,  in  ordet 
to  be  always  wtthin  call  in  cafe  of  an  alardi,  fadden  furprize^ 
or  other  difaft^r,  under  pain  of  death. 

The  next  in  rank  is  the  quarter  of  the  Kalaihbolo,  or  ge-  ^d^ 
ncral  of  the  army  under  the  king  orijueen.  This  officer  \% 
flyled  Muta-aita,  or  chief  of  the  war,  and  is  the  next  in  au-^ 
thorlty,  as  being  the  perfibn  who  ordei^  and  diredls  all  itiilita* 
ty  expeditions,  incampments,  engagements,  and  retreats,  and 
znuft  therefore  be  an  experienced  and  intrepid  warrior,  cruel^ 
cind  void  of  all  conlpaSion  and  humanity.  He  is  commonly 
auended  in  all  his  excurfions  by  the  chief  of  the  Singhillos^ 
whom  he  confults  about  the  phn,  execution,  fuccefs,  and 
bther  particulars  rdating  to  them.  He  muft  Hkewife  be  a 
Very  ftrift  obfervei-  of  all  the  fuperftitious  rites  prefcribed  by 
the  impious  Quixiiliaa  laws^  feeing  the  omiifion  of  any  one 
of  them  would  be  fufficient  to  render  his  enterprifes  abortive 
land  unfdrtuftatfe  3^, 

The  third  quarter  is  that  of  the  l^endela,  or  officer  who  ,   ji 
commands  the  Ecoona,  or  rear-gUard,  and  is  the  chief  of  all 
the  electors,  as  well  as  Ibpreme  officer  during  an  interregnum^ 
and  as  fuch  is  held  in  the  highefl;  efteem,  next  to  the  prince, 
*rhe  fourth  quarter  is  that  which  looks  towards  the  Mutunda     ^^ 
or  caft,  and  is  commanded  by  the  Mani-lumbo,  who  is  the 
chief  ehginfeer  of  all  the  fences  or  hedgeSj  with  which  the 
tamp  is  fortified,  and  particularly  that  part  of  it  which  be-  ^ 
longs  to  the  royal  family.    Upon  which  account  he  is  autho- 
rize to  cortie  into  the  royal  prefence  whenever  he  thinks  fitj 
and  this  accefs  renders  him  likewife  much  refpe£ted  at  courts 
The  fifth  quarter  is  that  which  looks  towards  the  weft,  and  is     ^th) 
commanded  by  an  officer,  who  is  intpufted  with  all  private 
comihiffions,  aiid  charged  with  the  execution  of  them.    The    6di»  ' 
fixth  quarter  i^  that  which  is  commanded  by  the  Illunda,  or     ^ 
teptain  of  the  Quicumba,  or  baggage,  in  time  of  war  j  and  in 
time  of  peace,  whenever  any  fuch  happens,  which  is  but  fel- 
dom>  is  intrufted  with  the  care  of  filling  the  magazines  with  . 
arms,  and  is  to  fee  them  kept  in  good  order,  and  in  readinefs  to 
be  diftributed  to  the  foldiery  upon  all  emergencies.  The  feventh     y th. 
orlafi  quartet  is  commanded  by  another  Illunda,  or  keeper' 

3^  Iaiat,  ibid.  p.  I5d|&  feq. 
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of  tbe  roydl  wardrobe  and  baggage,  ^c.  and  feldom  fUrs  far 
.   '         from  it.    This  laft  is  looked  upon  as  a  place  of  great  truft^ 

and  coQunon) J  given  to  fome  prince  of  tbe  blood,  remarkable 

for  his  lovalty* 
htttuUmi       '^^  all  thefe  great  officers  we  may  add  that  of  t)ie  Mani<- 
rftbtfro-  curio,  or  fuperintendant  of  ibe  ptovifions,  who  is  ufually  choi- 
nnfinu.      fbn  forbid  fingular  dexterity,  and  inexorable  rapa«xoufbefs,^i4 

the  art  of  plundering  and  ravaging  ^  to  this  end  he  hath  a 

Seat  num,ber  of  officers  and  flaves  under  him»  equally  quali^ 
id  for  the  purpofe ;  for  the  Glagai  know  not  what  it  is  to  pro^ 
tcure  either  victuals  or  other  proviiions  but  by  main  force^ 
except  what  they  do  fometimes  purchafe  from  the  Europeans^ 
in  exchange  for  their  flaves,  who  being  moftly  very  nimble* 
footed,  very  often  give  them  the  flip  before  their  new  maflex9 
SolMery     can  chain  them  faft  for  their  ufe.     This  oiBce  of  purveyor  re- 
irve  upon  lates  only  to, the  court;  for  as  to  the  foldiery  they  are  obliged 
plunder,     to  get  their  provifions  where  they  can  *. 
Tbeirf0rt'      *  **^  ^*^  office  worth  mentioning  is  that  of  their  Piumbis, 
ruuneri  or  ^  fore-ruriners,  who  are  a  kind  of  fpics,  whofe  bulinefs  it  is 
fpfgj^         to  be  in  continual  motion,  and  to  endeavour  to  dlfcover  the 
iituation,  ftrehgth,  and  numbers  of  the  enemy,  to  fkirmifb^ 
oppofe,  or  even  to  attack  them^  as  occafion  offers,  and  to 
fupport  the  van  in  their  firfl  onfet.  Thefe  Pi4imbis  are  ufually^ 
chofen  from  among  the  ftouteft  and  moft  intrepid  of  the 
whole  army,  and  tight  accordingly  the  mofl  defperatcly  of 
iVeapons,    all.     The  weapons  in  ufe  among  all  the  Giagas  are  the  dart^i 
or  javelin,  the  bow  and  arrow,  hatchet,  dagger,  and  leathern 
fliield ;  which  lafl  is  very  tough,  and  of  fufficient  length  to  oo^ 
Wa\  of    *ver  the  whole  body.     They  all  fight  on  foot,  cither  for  want 
•fighting,    of  horfcs,  or  of  the  art  of  ufing  them  in  war.    Their  chief 
excellency  conflfls  in  their  ftrength  and  adivity  of  body,   in 
the  artfully  covering  themfelves,  and  the  throwing  of  tiieir 
miiTile  weapons,  by  which  thev  commonly  annoy  the  enemy, 
and  make  them  fpend  their  fnot  againfl:  their  fields ;  after 
/       which  they  renew  the  onfet  with  fuch  fre(h  vigour,  as  feldom 
fails  of  patting  them  to  flight,  which  is  always  followed  by  a 
horrid  fiaughta,  tinlefs  it  be,  as  Laptz  pleafandy  hints,  when. 
they  engage  the  Amazons  {G\  who  are  naturally  more  fwift- 

footed 

*  Laitat,  ibid.  p.  1 52,  k  feq. 

(G)  We  fball  not  here  repeat  either  antient(ii)  of  modern 
what  hath  b^en  already  faid  con-  ( I  a},  in  all  the  four  parts  of  the 
Ceruing  thtfe  female  warriors^    world.    Thefe  we  are  (peaking 

it  1)  5*#  Afic.  Hift.  M.  vi.  p.  57^  ip,  fir  dlik  H^  'U^iiu  /.  53$. '  (la)  S»t 
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footed  than  they,  the' dread  of  being  devoured  by  thofe  cani- 
bis  adding  ipccd  to  their  heels  ». 

When  they  iovadc  anfy  country  where  they^xpcft  ^nyJrtarin^ 
Qonfiderable  opp^^ition,  their  way  is  to  intrench  them  fclvcs,«'W/>f« 
and  continue  quiet  a  month  or  two,  and  ohly  alarm 
the  inhabitants  with  frequent  ikirmilhes,  till  they  think  tbey 
have  fufficieatly  harrafled  them  5  or,  if  thefe  affault  them,  -by 
ftanding  only  on  the  defenfive,  two  or  three  days,  till  they 
have  fpcnt  their  ftrcngth  and  fury  ;  upon  which  their  com- 

*  PioAFET.  1.  ii.  c.  19.  &  al<  fup.  cicat. 


of  are  (kid  to  be  chiefly  in  the 
kingdom  of  Monometapa^  or,  ^s 
Smn^i  will  have  it,  in  a  canton 
n&iDamtii,  or  GoragOj  where 
they  live  independent  of  any 
other  monarchs  but  their  own 
female  ones,  on  the  fouth  of  that 
kingdom.  We  are  even  told, 
that  thofe  brave  women  com- 
pofe  the  beft  part  of  that  mo- 
narch's forces,  and  fight  with 
;lie  greateft  bravery  again  ft  his 
Nveo^ies  (15) ;  «0t  with  ftanding 
which,  we  much  wonder,  that 
^either  our  good  Capuchin  Ca- 
9anxit  nor  oar  countryman 
£«//«/,  who  liad  fojo^med  a- 
none  thefe  Giegas  fixteen 
nondw,  fbould  not  only  he  iilent 
[boat  their  wars  againft  thefe 
emale  heroines,  but  abfolutely 
leny  all  that  Lope%,  and  from 
lim  Pigafttta,  have  told  us 
oncenung  them  (14). 

Hence  Halkim,  and  fome 
ither  modern  travellers,  have 
een  i&clined  to  believe,  that 
rkaievo*  hath  b«en  faid  like- 
fife  of  thefe  Guigas  and  other 
^ricum  nations  feeding  upon 
Oman  flefli,  deferves  as  little 
tiedit  as  thqir  pretended  wars 
ith   thofe  JmoKofu.    3ttt€he 


contrary  is  very  plain,  not  only 
from  the  good  old  frier  above- 
inentionecl,  who  had  frequently 
been  a  melancholy  witnefs  of 
their  inhuman  feafts,  during  his 
long  abode  amongft  them,  biat 
from  feveral  other  authors  we 
might  here  quote  (15),  and  par- 
ticularly Battel,  who  affirms 
that  they  prefer  human  flefh  be- 
fene  beef  and  kid,  although  they 
have  plenty  of  both  (16).  But 
we  have  given  fo  many  inftances 
of  this  inhuman  cuftom  from 
undoubted  authorities,  in  the 
pseceding  chapters,  that  it  were 
needlefs  (o  dwell  any  longer  on 
thM  (hocking  fubjed.  Though 
therefore  the  notion  of  thofe 
{wsLTthy  Amasuns  may  bejuftly 
fufpedied,  and  may  probably 
have  taken  its  rife  from  thofe 
two  4maxontan  queens,  or  rather 
furies,  Tim^Ban-dumha  and  Zmt- 
gha,  who  have  rendered  thcms* 
felves  fo  notorious  for  their 
warlike  exploits  (17),  yet  there 
can  be  no  room  to  doubt  of  the 
inhuman  cuftoms  above-men* 
tioned  being  pradi(ed  by  all  the 
Giagan  tribes  that  infcft  tho& 
fO|i^n  parts. 


(13)  SsBmtf  D^pftr^  Davity  Afrit,  (14)  Ap,  Punbas Relat,  p.  jy^^ 

15)  Ltpm  sjp,  Pifsfft,  /.  i.  ^.  I).  «y/ir.  /.  ii  c,  5  fi^  9.  Strer.  Benin,  parf  I. 
m.  Tr.  Hdaria  GtvU  iVW. MtnlJ,  ««y.  $9  Km^p,  (26;  Battel,  ubl 

fM  Ml.  mUt.  {17)  Sm  htf(,rg,  /,  ^»6,  Hjtf.  3 19,  afif. 

X  2  manding;.         j 
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muiding;  officer  fends  out  a  large  detachment  in  the  nighty 
to  be  in  ambufli  at  fome  diftance  from  the  enemy's  camp<« 
On  the  morrow^  the  attack  being  renewed^  the  poor  natives 
finding  themfelves  attacked  in  front  and  rear,  are  eafily.  put  to 
the  rout,  and  leave  their  country  to  be  ravaged  at  ttie  plea- 
fureof  tbofe  bloody  invaders  ^. 
Hmottrs        Thbir  monarchs  take  great  ftate  upon  them,  none  betflg 
paiii  t9      admitted  to  fit  before  them  on  a  chair,  except  the  Giaga  C«- 
ihdr         lambolo^  or  head  general,  lately  mentioned,  who  fitting  as  fin 
frincit.     preme  judge,  both  civil  and  criminal,  is  allowred  one  with  a 
back  to  it ;  which  cuftom  is  thougjht  to  have  been  intro- 
duced at  firft  by  the  Portuguefe ;  but  the  Tendela,  who 
likewife  fits  as  judge,  is  only  allowed  a  little  ftool  about  a< 
fpan  high.     Perfons  of  a  certain  high  rank  are  qualified. to  fit< 
in  the  prefence,  upon  a  carpet,  but  are  obliged  to  fpread  ic 
with  their  own  hands.    ThoCe  who  are  admitted  to  fpeak  to- 
them  muft  do  it  with  their  bodies  bent  almoft  double,  or,  il^ 
of  an  inferior  rank,  profirate  upon  the  ground,  and  their; 
mouths  almoft  clofe  to  the  earth.    If  their  monarch  chanc^ 
to  fneeze,  cough,  or  break  wind,  the  whole  audience;  muft, 
wifh  him  health  and  long  life  upon  it  \  and  thofe  who  are  near- 
eft  to  his  perfon  muft  give  notice  to  thofe  that  ftand  at  a  dlf-^' 
tance  to  do  the  (ame,  by  the  beat  of  a  kettle-drum ;  upon 
which  they  all  exprefs  their  good  wilhes,  by  the  clapping  <^ 
dieir  hands  c. 

iheh'^ft       The  Giagai  are  not  over-nice  in  their  dreis,  exceptin; 

9ftb$  Gi-  ^ofe  of  the  higheft  rank.    The  men  and  women  of  die  lowe 

agas.         dafs  are  contented  to  go  not  only  bare-headed  and  bar& 

footed,  but  bare  all  over  but  their  middle,  about  which  the 

commonly  wear  a  bit  of  cloth,  which  fcarcely  covers  half  < 

their  thighs  ;  and  if  their  princes  and   nobles,   and   oth< 

perfons  of  diftindion,  indulge  themfelves   in  gaudy   appa^ 

yel,  it  is  rather  out  of  pride  and  grandeur  than  froni  any  afiecn 

^rna-       tation  of  modcfty ;  a  virtue  againft  which  their  legiflatrix  Ie< 

iwf»//.       veiled  fome  of  her  laws,  as  was  lately  hinted,  and  for  whici 

the  whole  libidinous  Efhiopic  nation  (hew  but  little  regard 

fo  that  whatever  finery  the  richer  fort  may  bedeck  themlelvc 

with,  is  altogether  by  way  of  ornament.    S^teU  whoftrvc 

for  fome  time  under  the  Klilambolo,  or,  as  he  writes  it,  Ka 

landolo,  or  head  general,  gives  us  the  following  defcripi 

of  his  mafter*s  drete. 

7hat  if  a      "  H^  wore  long  hair,  fct  ofFwlth  many  knotsof  Bambi 

.    Mefde"    "  fliells.     His  neck  was  adorned  with  a  collar  of  Mafa 

f€ribiJ,      ^^  which  are  another  kind  of  (hells,  found  along  the  Etbii 

«»  Pigafbt.  BAtTEL,  Dappir,  Labat,  &  aL    «  CAyaza 

ap.  Labar,  ubi  fup.  p.  156,  5r  f<pq 
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**  pic  coafts,  and  fold  among  them  for  about  the  value  of  ^ 
^*  twenty  (hillings.  His  middle  was^  covered  with  a  girdle 
*^  of  Landes,  or  beads  made  of  oftrich  eggs,  and  under  it  a 
**  palm  cloth  as  fine  as  filk.  His  body  was  painted  with  vari^ 
**  ous  .figures,  and  anointed  every  day  with  human  fat,  (or 
"  perhaps  more  probably  with  the  ointment  prefcribed  by 
**  their  Icgiflatrix)  formerly  mentioned  ^.  He  wore.  acroi3 
*^  his  nofe  a  piece  of  copper,  about  two  inches  long,  and  two 
**  others  of  the  fame  fort  in  his  cars,  and  his  body  was  always 
^^  painted  red  and  white/'  He  doth  not  mention  his  wearing 
any  thing  on  his  hands  or  feet,  but  adds,  that  *^  He  had 
•*  commonly  twenty  or  thirty  wives,  who  carried  his  bows 
**  and  arrows,  and  four  others  his  drinking  cups  \  and  that 
•♦♦  when  he  drank,  they  all  kneeled  down,  and  clapped  their 
*'  hands  and  fung  */*  As  to  the  women  of  rank,  though 
they  wear  only  a  cloth  about  their  middle,  they  take  a  pride 
in  adorning  their  hair,  necks,  arms,  and  legs,  with  fliells  and 
beads  of  feveral  forts;  but  have  a  difagreeable  cuftom  of  pull- 
ing out  four  of  their  teeth,  two  above  and  two  below  ;  and 
thofe  who  refufe  to  do  fo  are  defpifed  by  the  reft,  and  are  not 
iuffered  to  come  amongft  them  (H). 

Wb 


^  Sec  before,  p.  3J2,  Sc  fe^^ 
.yoKii.  p.  gt76* 

(H)  We  have  already  ob- 
ierved,  from  Father  Ga<vazzi^s 

.  ^count,  that  few  of  thefe  wives 
^re  permitted  to  bri^g  up  their 

,pwn  childreiiy  but  io  feveral 
cafes  w^ff  obliged,  by  the  Qaix- 
Ulian  \awsy  to  ckftroy  them.  Our 
coantryxnan  Battgl  agrees  witK 
him  in  that  ivfpe&i  and  adds, 
chat  they    fupply   that  defed» 

'  v^hich  would  otherwtie  depopu- 
late their  country  i^  alittle  tim^» 
by  bringing  up  the  boys  and 
girb  they  take  in  thek  eiQCurii- 
ens  npon  other  nations,  tbs 
j^ato^becpfoe  ipUiecs,and  the 
girls  to  be  made  ^itbei;  wives  or 
grudges  as  th^yhftp^&to  pUafe. 
The  former,  be  adds,  they,  ob- 
lige to  wear  a  collar  about  their 
siecks,  as  a  mark  of  ilavery,  till 
they  lire  grown,  lufty  and  flrong« 
^d  brought  up  to  all  the  hard- 


Ap.   PURCHAS  Pilgr. 


(hip2  and  fatigues  of  war ;  and 
that  it  is  never  taken  off  till 
they  have  given  full  proof  of 
their  courage  and  intrepidity, 
by  bringing  an  enemy's  head  to 
the  general,  when  the  reproach- 
ful mark  is  removed,  and  they 
are  declared  Gongos,  or  foldiers. 
This  encouragement,  we  are 
told, naturally  infpi res  them  witK 
an  ambition  of  becoming  the 
foone^  fuch,  and  to  fhew  them* 
ielyes  fearlef»and  intrepid  in  th^. 
gceatefl  dangei^^  and  even  to. 
defpiie  and  pourt  them,  for  the; 
fake  of  becoming  free,  and  be* 
ing  inlifted  in  the  bloody  trade 
of  war  and  plundei:. 
.  O^r  author  adds,  tbatwhea 
he  was  among  them,  there  were 
not  above  twelve  natural  Giagai^ 
who  were  all*  captains  in  an^  ar- 
my which  confifted  of  upwanh^ 
?3  <€ 
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Sequel  of      We  ffiall  pails  by  fevcral  others  of  their  deteflabic  rites  and 

the  queen's  cuftoms,  and  fupcrftitious  cruelties,  cfpecially  as  we  have  al- 

tijiory.      ready  fpoken  of  them  under  a  former  article,  particularly  their 

ofFeripg  fuch  numbers  of  vidlims  at  the  funeral  obfequics  of 

their  princes  and  great  men,  various  kinds  of  ordeals  and  kna- 


of  16,000  men  ;  *ic  being  then 
above  60  years  fince  they  had 
left  Sierra  de  Uonty  the  country 
they  lad  came  from  (t8). 

But  we  have  elfcwherc  ob- 
ferved  that  their  inhotnan  law- 
giver had  been  obliged  to  relax 
much  from  the  fe verity  of  thai 
law,  even  during  her  life-time, 
not  only  on  account  of  its  de* 
i^ruftive  tendency,  but  more  on 
account  of  the  difcontent  it  cre- 
ated among  the  majority  of  her 
fabjedts,  who  could  not  diveft 
themfelvcs,  like  that  tygrefs,  of 
their  natural  afFedion  for  their 
offspring,  but  would  run  the 
rifk  of  preferving  them  out  of 
the  camp,  infpightofher  fcvcre 
edifls  againil  it. 

Accordingly  our  miffionary 
informs  its  of  a  conceffion  (he 
liiade  fo/  admitting  now  and 
then  a  number  of  them  into  the 
Kilombo,  and  the  ceremony 
>  with  which  they  were  brought 
in  ;  which  was  as  follows. 

When  the  parents  had  ob- 
tained leave,  not  without  feem- 
ing  great  difficolty  and  many  en- 
treaties, of  the  chief  of  the  Ki- 
lombo, to  have  them  admitted; 
on  the  day  appointed  by  him, 
which  commonly  proves  a  great 
feilival^  after  fundry  ointments 
and  fuperAitiou's  rites,  the  chief 
of  the  Kiiombo  appears  with 
his  favourite  wife,  accompanied 
with  a  band  of  mufic,  in  the  great 
fquare;  whilft  the  mothers,  on 
tne  outfide  of  the  camp,  take 


care  to  have  their  children 
brought  and  concealed  under 
buihes,  or  other  places  out  of 
fight^  till  theiignal  is  given,  and 
then  come  dancing  and  finging 
towards  the  place.  The  nf^n 
appear  in  arms,  and  there  is 
a  kind  of  mock-fight,  in  whidh 
they  Urive  to  outdo  eteh  otbtr 
in  martial  dexterity.  This  v^ 
followed  by  a,  tirefome  dance,  in 
which  the  mothers  of  the  con- 
cealed children  join,  and  fallying 
out  together,  fliew  them  the 
place  where  the  children  are 
concealed.  Upon  Which  each 
man  touches  his  own  with  the 
point  of  his  lance,  and  brings  it 
away,  not  as  his  ownofFspnngr, 
but  as  his  captive'  taken  in 
war.  Immediately  after  this  the 
children  are  anointed  with,  the 
fame  ointment  lately  defcribed, 
on  their  brealls,  (houlders,  and 
right  arm,  by  way  of  purifiai- 
tion ;  after  which  their  mothers 
are  allowed  to  bring  them  home 
into  the.camp,  having  firft  of  all 
taken  care  to  pay  the  chief  his 
perquifite  dues,  which,  though 
toiifiderable,  are  e^fily  compli- 
ed with  by  the  ibhd  and  joyfd 
parents  ( 1 9).  But  this  cerelno^ 
ny,  odd  and  elafdry  as  it  is« 
plainly  tiew's  that  they  (lill  ke|>t 
a  kind  of  formal  regard  to  the 
old  ordinance  of  tb^ir  inhuman 
legiflatrijr,  and  that  fhe  had  reaU 
ly  ena^«d  fuch  an  unnatural 
law. 


(18)  Battel^  vbijup. 


(IS)  Cmfath  ^f*  t^h^t^uhi  jKp,  U,&e.  7, 

viik. 
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vilh  juggles  of  pricfts  bfc.  ^ ;  (all  or  the  grcatoft  part  of  ^wWcb 
owed  their  origin  to  their  ambitious  and  inhuman  queen  Tetri'  t  v  ^ 
ban-dumbd)^  and  proceed  to  the  fequel  of  her  1  ife  and  reign,  wha  - .  j^ 
after  ibe  had  filled  the  greateft  part  of  Eihiopi^i  with  terror9 
l^lood  and  flaughter,  fell  at  length  a  victim  to  that  luft  and 
iiicontinency,  which  fhe  had  fo  feverely  punilbed  in  fome 
thoufands  of  her  own  fex*  ..       ^ 

Aeter  having  murdered  fome  hecatombs  of  her  own  pz^'SiefafTg^ 
ramours,  to  prevent  the  difcovery  of  her  private  debauches,  /»  /?'Z'^; 
fhe  grew  at  length  enamoured  with  a  frefli  one,  in  whom,  tho'  w/Vi^a 
then  only  a  puivate  foldier,  (be  difcovered  fuch  excellencies  oiM^^%  ^* 
body  and  mind,  as  made  her  quickly  overlook  the  vaft  diftance 
:that  was  between  her  and  him.     He  was  named  Kulembo^  w^ 
tall,  ftrong,  and  well  fhaped,  bold  and  intrepid,  and  in  np 
way  inferior  to  her  in  craftinefs  and  cruelty ;  and  as  he  was  not 
ignorant  of  the  fate  which  had  attended  fo  many  of  his  prcde^. 
ceflbrs,  fo  neither  did  he  accept  of  her  condefcending  ojFcrs, 
but  with  a  fixed  refolution  to  retaliate  it  upon  her  as  foon  2^ 
lie  found  her  affeflion  began  to  cool  towards  himk     In  th^, 
mean  time  he  ftrove  to  pleafe  her  in  every  thing,  and,  in  a. 
little  while^  gained  fgch  an  afcendant  over  her,  that  he  prevail- 
ed upon  her  to  marry  him.     The  nuptials  were  accordingly  ^f^^f^^ 
celebrated  with  great  pomp,  after  their  manner,  that  is,  with  ^'^^ 
the  deaths  of  a  vaft  number  of  human  and  other  vidims,  fc^r 
the  entertainment  of  their  numerous  guefts^  yet  neithg: 
could  this,  nor  the  many  other  favours  fhe  heaped  upon  bunt 
prevent  his  keeping  fo  watchful  an  eye  over  her,  as  he  be- 
came more  and  more  apprifed  of  her  fickle,  inconftant,  Icwd,^^^  ^^^ 
and  tyrannic  difpofition,  that  he  at  length  perceived,  in  fpight  ^ir^Yof 
of  her  female  addrefs,  he  was  become  quite  indifferent^  if  not  ^y^ 
wholly  difagreeable  to  her.  He  thought  it  then  high  time  to  wai4      *  • 

off  the  blow  that  threatened  him,  by  renewing  and  doubling 
his  careffes  to  her,  by  fumptuous  banquets,  and  fuch  other  en- 
tertainments and  diverfions,  as  he  knew  were  moft  likely  to 
fufpend  her  treacherous  intentions  againft  him.    He  plied  \\nxfcr  *whicb 
in  particular  with  variety  of  European  wines,  and  with  v  the  i&^ /•j/w* 
moft  delightful  cordial  waters,  till  he  found  an  opportunity  of ^^. 
tronteying  a  ftrong  dofc  oi  poifon  iii  one  of  .them,  of  which 
ibe  had  no  fooner  drank,  than  flie  expired,  as  he  expefted,. 
in  his  apms«    He  had  the  fame  fuccefs  in  the  aptful  part  he 
ai^ed  of  a  moft  tender  and  a^idted  huiband,  and  pafied  altoge- 
ther unfufpe<9ed  of  having  bad  a  liand  in  the  dc^atb  of  a  fpoufe 
which  be  fo  deeply  lamented,  even  to  the-atitempting,  mof? 
than  once,  to  fheath  his   (word  in  his  own  breaft*     This 
counterfeited  excefs  of  grief,  joined  to  his  known  and  tried 

'  See  btforc,  p.   1 7,  &  al.  plar. 
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fif  ii        Valour  ^ni  condu£l,  made  fo  deep  an  impreffion  on  the  mtnd^ 
ihBid      of  the  Giagasy  who  might  probably  be,  l^  this  time,  quitq 
ik'MTjr.        'lif^d  of  her  inflexible  laws  and  governmcfnt,  that  he  was  de- 
clared her  fucceflbr,  and  proclaimed  their  king  prefently  afto-^^ 
not  only  without  oppoiition,  but  with  all  poiiible  demonftra.'? 
tions  of  joy  S. 
GtroMdfit-:     KuLEM90*s  next  care  was  to  order  his  fpoufe's  funerA 
ntralof    Qbfec}uies  with  fuch  magnificence  as  (hould  give  his  new  fub- 
thiqmtn.  jeSs  a  frclh  proof  of  his  pretended  afFcSion  for  her.     The 
ittulcbn  P'^^^  which  he  chofe  for  herinterrniei)t  was  on  a  diftant  emi- 
^^       ■  nence,  where  he  caufed  a  (pacioUs  cave  to  he  dug/  and  dtvid« 
ed  into  feveral  large  apartments,  all  hung  with  (ome  of  the 
richeft  cloths  and  ftufFs  from  J^urope^  and  the  floors  covered 
with  the  fineft  furs,  and  curious  mattings.    That  in  which  her 
'  corpfe  was  to  be  laid  lyas  ftored  with  thq  choiceft  meats  and 
liquors  :  ihe  was  bedecked  with  all  her  coftly  ornaipents,  and 
'fcatedon  a  throne  in  a  commanding  attitude.     It  was  borne 
by  the  firft  minifters  of  ftate,  guarded  by  the  militia,  and  fol- 
lowed by  the  king  and  the  whcde  court,  who  accompanied  it 
with  their  mofl  dreadful  outcries,  heightened  by  the  found  of 
$11  their  marti^  mufic,  which  of  itfclf  would  have  been  fuffi- 
cient  to  have  drowned  the  loudeft  peals  of  thunder.  The  pro- 
ceilion  was  clofed  by  the  unhappy  human  vi£Kms,  which 
were  to  he  either  butchered  oyer  her  grave,  or  buried  alive 
with  her  in  it,  ;^nd  which  amounted  to  a  prodigious  number 
.  ofeachfex. 

-^ymneruu,  When  they  were  come  to  the  place,  the  corpfe  wtis  depo- 
.^fidim*  fltcd  in  the  apartment  prepared  for  it,  amidft  the  raoft  hideous 
outcries  of  the  court  and  foldiery,  and  the  horrid  found  of 
,  their  martial  inftruipents,  the  vi£tims  were  flain,  and  p^rt  of 
their  blood  poured  in  abundance  over  her,  and  the  reft  drank 
in  large  draughts  by  the  niourners.  Tl^ofe  vi£^ims  that  were 
deflgned  to  afttend  her  in  the  other  world,  went  down  into  th^e 
grave  with  feeming  intrepidity,  and  fomc  with  marks  of  joy. 
^he  carcafes  of  the  flain  were  thrown  in  afterwards,  and  the 
yhole  placf  filled  with  c^h  (I).    After  which  the  funer?! 

pomp 
I  ti^B^LT^  ibid.  p.  140,  *  fcq. 

(I)Mqchafterthefamenia!i-  yifions  for  the  9iouth»  clothes, 

tier,  though  in  a  proportionably  weapons,  and  other  utenfils  for 

lower  degree  of  p6mp,  do  thofe  his  table  and  kitcbeo.  They  like- 

ef  inferior  rt^nk  bux^  their  d[ead.  wife  batcher  a  number  of  ilaves 

The  cave  is  froaller,  bat  ms^de  according  to  his  rank,  together 

,  big  eiie^ogh  to  contain  the  bc4y  with  (bme  other  forts  of  viftims, 

^  in  a  fitting  pofture  on  ^  chair,  whofe  hlood  is  poured  upon  the 

I  two  of  his  wives,  one  on  each  dead,  to  allay  the  thirdy  foul^ 

l^de,  with  thfif  ^T^  l^fo^  pro*  V^i  th^  fl^Q^  f^ves  to  feaft  the 
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pomp  retired  to  the  camp,  and  the  new  monaith  took  die 
mns  of  the  eovcrnmcnt  upon  him  ^.    «    * 

By  that  time  a  number  of  other  Qiagan  chiefs  hat)  feparat-  Se^irat 
fd  themielves  at  the  heads  of  fo  many  flying  armies,  and  had  ^^ 
difpcrfed  themfdves  oyr  other  parts  of  both  Btbtcpias^  where  ^^i/fi  tf 
'they  committed  their  ufual  ravages,  leaving  nothing  behind  G**fia» 
*thein,  where-ever  theypaflfcd,  but  themoft  melandK)Yy  n;iari^s  1^??^' 
t)f  utter  defolation.     The  moft  remarkable  of  thefe  deftroy^s  ?^*^P*^. 
were  CaUnd^y  CaoHea^  Caj(t^  Cabucca,  and  Cajumbb^  who1>e<c 
came  in  time  very  confiderable  in  their  refpecSive  families,  be- 
fides  many  others,  of  inferior  note,  not  worth  mentioning. 
Among  all  thofe  tribes  of  murdermg  plunderers,  the  new  CalendcAr 
monarch  of  the  Mifumbt  Giagas  did  not  negle£^  iignalizing  ^xfloifu 
the  beginning  of  his  reign,  by  his  frequent  excurfions  and  ra* 
vages,  even  after  his  heart  became  captivated  by  a  beauteous-^-*/^'  »* 
Have,  who  quickly  induced  him  to  exchange  the  martial  ^^^  ''^^ 
trade,  for  the  pleafures  of  the  matrimonial  life,  he  leafed  not  */^'*'  ' 
to  fend  his  officers  and  forces  upon  new  exph^ts,  whilft  he 
and  his  beloved  queen  were  employed  in  begetting  a  niime- 
yous  female  progeny,  tUl  he  at  length  expired  in  her  embraces,  f^gs^ 
and  was  fince  honoured  by  her  and  all  his  fubjedh  as  an  infe- 
rior deity.     Her  grief  did  not  hinder  her  outliving  him  a 
•ponfiderable  number  of  years,  being  above  iqo  before  (he  fol-  ffij  wi/i*M 
lowed  him  into  the  other  world;  and  by  that  time  became  fo  Utrg  Ufi^ 
cxhailfted  of  her  natural  heat,  that  her  fervants  were  obliged  to 
expofeher,  upon  a  cow's  hide,  to  the  rays  of  the  mo&  fcorch- 
ing  fun,  to  thaw  her  blood ;  a  privilege,  our  author  tells  us, 
which   is  allowed  amongft  them  to  nope  but  kings  and 
queens  ^ 

Calehdo  was  fucc^eded  by  Chingariiy  who  was  born  in  Suceeidet 
'  the  fame  prpviBce,  and  a  perfon  «o?only  equal  to  him  in  va-  h  C^ia* 
lour,  but  of  a  more  brutifli  and  fierce  difpoiition,  anfwerable  %^^%  , 
to  his  name,  which,  in  their  language,  fignifies  a  lipn.  There 
had  hardly  appeared  amongft  them  a  chief  fo  cruel,  ambi-^/^^'f' 
tious,  and  thirfting  after  rapine  and  flaughter,  or  who  had  ex-  ^^^^r^'f 
ceeded  him  in  the  ravaging  trade.    Till  having  ventured  to  <r^«'  \ 

^  Ibid.  p.  143,  &  feq«  ^  Ibid.  p.  147. 

rchtkms  ^A  attendants.  When  it  they  fix  a  number  of  (hort 

Uie  cave  is  filled  with  earth,  they  pofts,  or  (lakes,  feme  with  little 

faiie  a  kind  of  inouat  pyer  it  of  flags,  o.thers  with  the  fculis  of  - 

eard),  flones,   l^nd  fach~  other  the  haman  yidixns  »  all  which 

materials,     mi^gl^d  with    the  ferve   to  denote  the  rank  2x^ 

\fQ(a^  pf  the  yidtlms  ;  and  upon  quality  of  the  deceafed  (20}. 

(ae)  Battel Mp,  Purehat  Pih,  wl,  \l,f,  977,  vol,  v»f,  773.    Cjvax,  0^,  Lf* 
^(,  lik,  i»  c,  17.  ^,  397,  &  aljuf,  citat^  .  . 
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uJUinat  Jtrj  his  bravery  againft  the  Portugiuje  of  Angola^  be  found 
Angola     bimfelf  overmat^ed,  and  was  ddeated  and  iUui  in  that 

country. 
Caloxim-      His  fucceflbr,  named  CakxitiA^y  was  a  man  of  noble  ^oia- 
bo  eb^U  rage  and  conduffc^  and  had  been  rather  more  fucce&ftil  in  a^ 
mnd  mmr-   his  enterprifes,  though  of  fo  gentle  and  humane  a  difpofition* 
^•^     ■  that  he  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  eat  any  hunnan  fleibs 
or  drink  human  blood  amongft  them,  either  before  or  afci^: 
.his  eleSion.    For  this  and  no  other  caufe,  his  barbarian  fub* 
Tbru  ht»  JeAs  conceived  an  invincible  averfion  againft  him  \  and,  under 
€atmBs  pretence  that  their  late  queen  Tem-ban-dumba  refented  bis 
jfM€bfix    open  violation  of  her  laws,  a  notion  which  the  SingbiUosy  or 
hacbered  priefts,  took  care  to  fpread  aboutt  he  was  alTaffinated,  to  ap- 
««  hts       p^j^c^  i^^f  anger,  and  three  hecato|[nbs  of  vidims  of  each  fex 
gravi.      ^^j.^  ordered  to  be  butchered  at  his  iuneral  obfequies  K 
'^'^Z  H^'  iiicceflbrs,  according  to  our  author,  who  places  the 

/9€(eff9rsn  four  following  at  their  head  j  viz.  Ca£ang$^  Caj$nAoj  Cabu^" 
Uy  and  Caja^  are  in  all  thirty,  and  theie  four  above-named 
difierent  ftom,  and  of  a  much  oldv  date  than  fome  of  the 
£ime  name  mentioned  in  this  and  fome  former  chapters,  tho* 
jffobably  of  the  fame  family  with  them  '•    We  are  neither 
A.  i>4    told  how  long  this  dynafty  lafted,  nor  any  diing  pasticular 
164!.    concerning  any  of  tbefe  thirty  chiefs,  till  we  come  to  the 
Cafikge     three  laft  ;  the  oldeft  of  whom,  named  Cajfange  Calanga^  of 
Cidanga    whom  we  have  had  occafion  to  fpeak  in  a  former  chapter  >». 
in  ieagui   This  chief  having  entered  into  an  alliance  with  ihtPcrtugutfa^ 
mitb  tbi  viceroy  of  Angela^  againft  the  then  bloody  queen  Zingba^  who 
rortu-      reigned  at  that  time  over  the  MHamban  Giiigas^  was  prevailed 
S  Z*^       "^"  ^^  ^^^  noble  governor  to  abolilh  fo/nc  of  the  Quixil- 
Ume^bu-  ^^^  '^^^  of  the  queen  Tm-ban-dumka^  particularly  thofc  »that 
•^^^**  related  to  the  dcftroying* their  own  children,  and  bringing  up 
$9m.        ^"  ^^'^  ^^^^  ^^*^®  which  they  brought  away  captives  in  their 
excurfions.     The  motive  of  which  inhuman  law  was  to  pre- 
vent that  plundering  nation  from  incumbering  themfelves 
with  the  care  and  luggage  of  their  own  children,  which  would 
have  been  not  only  a  dog  and  retardment  to  their  frequent 
ravages  and  inroads,  but  might  have  proved  a  means  of  ener- 
vating them  of  their  fiercenefe  and  remorfelefs  cruelty. 
JJdJJtnatn     However  that  was,  CaJJange^  out  of  complaifance  to  the 
fd  by  bis .  Portugueji^  coniented  to  abolSh  thofe  laws  among  his  A&- 
/<w.  ftnd}ic  Giagas  ;  for  which  he  was  foon  after  afiiiffinated  by 

one  of  his  fons,  and  interred  with  the  ufual  ceremonies )  but 
the  parricide  did  not  long  enjoy  the  crown,  which  he  had  lb 
vilely  feized  on.  The  Giagasy  according  to  their  laws,  claims 

*  Cavazzi,  ubi  fap.  p.  145,  &  feq.         I  Ibid* p.  149,  ickq,. 
»  Before,  p.  115,  &  isq. 
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ed  their  right  of  eIe6tiori,  and  fet  up  another  fen  of  t&e  de-  Anther 
ccafedupon  the  throne,  named  Ctf^wf^-Ctf/z^cr/VGiir/V,  yAiO^  fin  rtdfti 
to  gain  the  friendlhip  of  the  Portuguife  nation,  caufcd  him-  '«'*' 
fetf  to  be  inftrufl^d  in  the  principles  of  the  chriftian  religioo,  crtwM. 
and  was  baptized  by  the  name  of  Don  Pafcale  *.    But  whe- 
ther through  fear  of  being  dethroned  by  his  incenfed  fuUeS?, 
or,  a4^  our  ^thor  thinks,  through  a  too  ftrong  propenuty  to 
Giagan  cuftoms,  efpeciatly  aninfatiable  appetite  after  human 
&&,  he  afterwards  apouatized,  and  became  more  cruel  and 
blood- thkfty,  and  committed  greater  ravages,  than  any  of  hla 
|>redeCeffors,  fpreading  death  and  deffrudion  every- where 
arouftd  him„  and  ftripping  all  the  adjacent  princes  o(  whoje 
provinces,  either  reducing  them  under  the  moft  dreadful  fla- 
.  tery,  or  abandoning  them  to  the  moft  defolate  and  deplorable 
condition  ^ 

HbR£  our  author  concludes  the  hiftory  of  the  Mujimhi  GU  Wht^fri^ 
CgaSy  and  here  we  (hall  take  leave  of  the  whole  deteflable  na-  Hfughi 
tion,  Withc5tit  going  farther  after  him  through  the  other  tribes  uhegi^m 
of  thofe'  barbarous   canibals,  among  whom  the  difference  is  to  this 
fofmall,  that  our  readers  will  eafily  form  an  idea  of  the  relt,  hifi»ji 
from  VJrhat  we  hav^e  faid  of  this ;  if  we  have  not  already  difeufted 
them  with  this  (ketch  of  their  inhuman  laws,  and  almoft  ixKre- 
dible  barbarity,  and  incurred  their  cenfure  for  having  given  too 
much  credit  to  our  authors,  cfpecially  with  refped  to  what 
they  relate  concerning  thofe  favages  ftrange  fondnefs  for  hu- 
man fie(b  and  blood. 

We  are  not  infenflble  of  what  hath  been  (aid  by  judicious  atiin 
and  learned  men  to  explode  the  ihocking  notion  of  anthropo-  tbtam-^ 
phagi  out  of  the  worid ;  ye't  do  no(  think  the  whole  amount  than  «r  j» 
to  be  fufficient  to  authorize  us  to  pafs  over,  much  lefs  to  ^ytba^t 
tilc  Ke  to,  what  fo  many  otherwife  credible,  eye*witneflcs  as  «»^' 
have  afTuted  us  of  the  truth  of  it,  not  by  one  or  two  hafly  ob^  */«»  ^* 
fervatidns,  but  by  frequent  repeated  inftances  of  it^  duruig  a 
fafficient  refidence  among,  and  acquaintance  with  tl}em,  to 
take  off  all  poffible  fufpicion  of  a  miilake.     Lopez  aiTures  us, 
tiiat  he  faw  human  flcfli  publicly  fold  in  their  Diambles  o.  An4 
Sattily  who  carried  arms  under  them  during  the  ipace  of  fixr 
teen  months,  and  had  been  fo  often  prefent  at  thefe  inhumaa 
banquets,  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  miftakenh) 
the  vi£tims  which  were  butchered  and  eaten  before  his  face  <*« 
Ati.  this  is  again  confirmed  by  innumerable  otherinfiance» 
by  the  good  cU  Capuchin  Cavazzif  x^h6,  in  all  probability^ 
had  never  feen, nor  (0 much aeheard of.  Batters  account^ and 

*  A.  D.  1657.  ■  Labat  ex  Cava?,  lib.  ii.  pi  149,  % 

Ibq;  *        •  Vkl.  PiGAFBT.  lib,  i.  c.  5.  f  See  fuacii.  PiJg, 

WqL  U.  p.  977*  &  y^l  V.  p.  77},  k  alib.  paff.       . 
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wboy^  though  he  did  not,  like  him,  carry  arms,  during  his 
fourteen  years  refidcncc  in  this  wcftcrn  Ethiopia j  yet  was  fre- 
quently engaged  in  fpiritual  combats  with  their  chiefs  and 
their  priefts,  againft  that  and  others  of  their  barbarous  cuf- 
toms,  in  company  with  many  others  of  his  fun£iion,  who 
were  all  alike  eye- witnefles  of  them.  Add  to  all  this,  that  t}\e 
Ipoft  (hocking  and  horrid  fcenes  of  this  nature,  werq  thofe 
which  pot  only  he;  and  his  brethren,  but  a  number  of  other 
laymen,  had  obferved  in  the  kingdom  oiMetambay  during  the 
fpoftacy  <^(}ueen  Zingba^  fome  who  were  deputies,  and  eveii 
ambalTadors  from  the  AngoUc  viceroy,  to  that  then  impious 

i)rincefs,  and  continued  long  enough  at  her  court  to  be.  all 
ikewife  eye- witnefles  of  thofe  abominable  praSices  ^^ 

But  if  any  of  our  readers  fliould  ftill  think  them'  too  uc^- 
natural  to  be  true,  and  rather  fufpefi  the  united  teftimony  qf 
thofe  writers  to  be  one  joint  piece  of  forgery,  than  a  real  feS, 
we  hope  we  fhall  ftill  be  acquitted  of  tfc^  charge  of  ^ver- cre- 
dulity, fmce  it  is  the  duty  of  an  imp^tial  hiftorian,  in  cafes  of 
this  nature,  to  relate  faos  and  things  as  he  finds  them  afl^rted 
by  his  authors,  and  not  in  the  light  they  may  appear  tct  him 
or  others.  Had  any  other  writers,  from  the  faRie  long  refi- 
dence  in  thofe  parts,  attei^pted  to  ppntradlia  or  difcredit  wh^t 
hath  been  fp  ftrcnuoufly  and  ftrongly  afjirmcd  by  thofe  whoB[i 
we  have  followed,  yet  would  it  have  been  incumbent  upon  us 
to  have  laid  both  relations  before  our  readers,  and  left  the  de- 
cifion  to  their  judgment ;  how  much  more,  therefore,  muft  it 
be  ioy  when  nothing  pofuive  has  yet  been  offered  on  one  fide 
to  confute  what  hath  b^en  fo  unanimqufly  and  peremptorily 
affirmed  by  th^othei:  x.  What  is  niore  (hocking  and  ixnnati^- 
ral  than  thpfe  dreadful  macerations  and  intolerable  penances 
which  tho(<!  glootiw  devotees  ^mong  the  brahmans  in  Indiq 

{iradife  upon  themfelves,  horrid  funeral  rites,  &fc.  who  yet  be- 
ieve  the  iqpr^me  Bein^  to  be  infinite  in  goodnefs « ?  and  fhaU 
we  difpute  the  credibility  of  thofe  horrid  cuftoms,  faid  to  be 
praiStifod  by  a  barbarous  nation,  bred  and  nurtured  up  from 
their  infancy  in  blood  and  (laughter  againft  thofe  they  are  at 
enmity  with,  or  even  againft  their  own  ftlations  and  ofispring^ 
cfpccially  when,  by  the  naturj^  incentives  of  cuftom  and  edur 
cation,  wron^  notions  of  honour  and  bravery,  ^c.  they  are 
drawn  and  hurried  away  to  this  excefs  of  cruelty,  and  by  the 
ilill  more  powerful  motive  pf  fear,,  even  the  worft  of  fear  fuch 

«Pehis^vI4.f^p.  p.  923»etfeq«  »  Lopez  ap.  Pigafet 

lib.  i.  c.  5.  lib.  ii.  c.  19.  Dapper,  Battel,  obi  fap.  Jarric,  vol. 
y.  c.  5.  BotER  Benin,  part  i.  lib.  iji.  Fr.  Moria  Giovan  Nea- 
polit.  A4[eroll.  Voyage  to  Congo.  Labat,  ex.  Cavaz.  lib.  if.  pw 
Is,  &  feq.  &  alib.  paflT,  •  Dc  his,  yid.  i^t.  jjl.  Tavern^c^ 

v<;)ya|.  lib.iv.f,  i66|.etftc^* 
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poor  ignorant  creatures  can  be  capable  of,  fear  of  tlic  moft ' 
terrible  difaflers  and  puniihments,  both  in  this  and  the  next 
life,  from  their  incenfed  titular  gods,  the  o^y  deities  they 
know  or  worfhip,  who,   their  Sin^ghillos  tell  them,  are  the 
fpirits  of  their  deceafed  heroes  ;ind  princes,  ever  thirfting  af- 
ter hunnan  blood,  and  inexorable,  if  not  conftantly  fuppHed 
and  fatidted  with  it  by  their  votaries,  on  account  of  the  mife- 
lies  and  torments  they  endure  in  the' other  world  for  want  of* 
it  ?     So  that,  upon  the  whole,  there  is  no  calamity  happens  to 
them,    whether  famine,    peftilence,  earthquakes,  grievous 
droughts,  4ofIes^  (icknefs,  death,  or  any  other  plague,  which 
they  do  not  imagine  to  be  inflified  by  thofe  implacable  deities 
for  their  negled,  and  fent  upon  them  as  the  forerunners  of 
much  worfe  in  the  other  world,  if  they  donotfpeedily  appeafe 
them  by  whole  hecatombs  of  freih  vi£tims.  Even  the  very  ufual   . 
noifes  caufed  by  the  winds,  wild  beafts,  or,  as  is  often  thfe  cafe^ 
by  the  knavifli  Singhillos,  are  interpreted  by  them  as  the  howl-^ 
ings  of  thofe  pretended  titular  fpirits  after  more  bloodihed  ^ 
which,  if  not  readily  anfwered,  will  be  unavoidably  followed 
by  fome  grievous  difafler.     Is  it,  therefore,  any  wonder,  that 
a  nation,  fafcinated  by  fuch  dreadful  prejudices,  Ihould  fo  ea- 
gerly run  to  the  flaughter  of  their  neighbours,  (hould  figh( 
and  maflacre  without  mercy  or  remorfe,  or  make  fuch  inhu- 
man rejoicings  after  a  fuccefsful  excuriion,  which  at  once  rids 
them  of  fo  many  fears,  and  fields  theni  fuch  joyful  prbfpefls  i 
and  the  more  fo,  the  more  inhumanly,  or,  in  their  language 
and  notion,  the  more  bravely  and  intrepidly,  they  have  execut-* 
cd  it  ^  ? 

But  may  not  we  add  to  all  thefe  inceHtivcs  to  their  excef- 
iive  inhumanity,  thofe  of  refentment  and  revenge  againft  a 
nation  of  invaders,  who,  under  thefpecious  pretence  of  trade, 
and,  which  is  ilill  worfe,  of  r^igion,  having  once  got  foot- 
ing into  fo  many  provinces,  and  fo  diftant  from  their  own, 
made  no  fcruple,  as  foon  as  they  had  it  in  their  power,  to  fub- 
due  its  unwary  inhabitants  by  the  moft  definitive  wars, 
and  then  to  doom,  them  to  the  mofl  intolerable  ilavery  under  < 
them,  and  to  keep  them  under  their  tyrannic  fubje£lion  by  the 
moft  horrid  cruelties  and  exaftions.  How  far  might  not  fuch 
UDJuft  and  cruel  ufage  contribute  to  confirm  and  harden 
them  in,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  to  drive  them  into  a 
^  greater  excefs  of  barbarity  ?  But,  not  to  infift  farther  on  this 
difag^eeable  topic,  our  doiibtful  readers  need  but  go  baclr  ^ 
to  what  we  have  formerly  obferved  of  the  Scythians^  Sauhf 

^  Labat»  ubi  fap.  lib.  ii.  c.  7  &  S,  paiT* 
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Mid  «rpeOia1I]rK>ur  Briti^  druids  «,  (thoii^h,  in  other  refped^s, 
ynBXj  fuperiQr  to  thefc  Ethiopians  in  karning  and  politenefs) 
tp  be  fatisfitd  bow  fiM*  amtMiioii,  av0rice,  and  luperftition,  arc 
capable  of  drivingmen  and  wbole  nations  intothe  mod  horrid 
ciuelties  afvd  inhuman  cuttoms  \  fo  that  there  will  be  leis 
need  t^  doubt  or  wonder  at  thefe  we  find  affirmed  by  fo 
many  hand^  to  be  in  ufe  among  the  Giagasj  Gailasy  Imbti^, 
and  ^t>icr'  canibal  iMitioiis  we  have  mentioned  in  this  and 
Anne  9i  ibc  ibregoing  chapters* 

chap/  VI. 

Th  Hiftory  of  ibt  Kingdom  (/Anfiko* 

tmmJa'    f  1  ^HIS  kingdom,  bounded  by  the  river  Vmhre^  which 

tries  and       X     "^"^  ^^^^  ^^  Zaire^  and  the  kingdom  oi  fVangua^  has 

^Im^.      the  Amboes^  who  border  on  LcangOy  on  the  weft,  fomc  deferts 

of  Nubia  on  the  north,  and  the  provinces  o(  Sengs  and  Sonda^ 

parts  of  J&»fa,  oh  the  fotith.     Jn/iko^  according  to  Jar^ 

rici  who  makes  no  mention  of  its  eaftem  or  weftcrn  cormnes, 

extends  from  Cacongo  to  Nubia.    There  are  copper- mines, 

'  the  rhinoceros,  lions,  and  other  w3d  beafts«. 

iibabi'       .  The  Anfikam^  a  neat,  wcH-proportioncd,  and  ftrong  pco* 

$aHts*        pie,  who  have  no  lands  or  inheritance,  wander,  like  Arabs^ 

from  one  place  to  another,  rcgardlefs  of  life,  and  intrepid  in 

their  undertakings  j  who,  neither  -fowing  nor  reaping,  live 

Upon  plunder  and  flaughter  \  are  dreaded  for  their  extreme 

brutdity,  and  never  traded  with  tjy  Europeans^  although  open 

and  frank,  and,  ia  all  appearance,  without  deceit.    Their 

language  is  barbarous,  and  difficult  to  be  learned,  even  hy  the 

inhabitants  of  Kongo.     The  moft  diftinguifhed  Anftkam  wear 

red  and  black  czf%  cf  Portuguefe  wth^x.^  and  the  inferior  fort 

of  both  fexes  go  bare-footed,  and  naked  from  the  waift  up* 

wards  ;  who,  to  prefisrve  their  health,  anoint  their  bodies  with 

a  compoiition  df  pounded  white  fandal-wood  and  palm* 

o\\\ 

put.  Their  food  Is  human  flefli ;  and  there  are  public  markets, 

wherein  human  bodies  are  hung  up  for  fale  inftead  of  beef  anrf 

;ftmtton.    Thcfe  people  believe  themfclvcs  poffcflcd  of  a  right 

«  See  Anc  Hift.  vol.  vi.  p.  28,  &feq.  p.  6j^  $c  feq.  vol.  xviii; 
fi.  ^^2,  &  feq.  604,  te  feq.  vol.  xix.  p.  26,  &feq.  jk  alib.  paC 
*  PiGAFiT,  ap.  LaCroiXi  vol.  iii.  p.  410.  **  « Id.  ibid.  p.  14, 
Itfcq.  •      « 
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to  dlfpofe  ari>itrar37  of  their  flaves ;  the1>eing  an  eneihy  juf- 
tifies  their  pradice ;  and  prifoners  of  war  are  fattened,  killed^ 
aod  eat,  or  fold  to  butchers.  Difcontented  flaves  offer  them- 
felvcs  for  food  to  their  mafters  ;  fathers  and  fens,  brothers  and  Cruefy* 
Afters,  reciprocally  feed  upon  each  other,  without  the  leaft 
horror ;  and  infants  juft  born  are  eat  by  dieir  unnatural  and 
crud  mothers.  There  are  no  graves  for  the  dead  amongft 
jfnfiians^  but  the  bellies  of  the  furvivors,  who  eat  the  deceated 
as  foon  as  expired  •.  .  , 

The  king  of  Jnfihy  or  the  great  Macoco,  whofe  domini-  Govern^ 
tm  eKtends  over  thirteen  kingdoms,  is  efteemed  the  moft  pow-  ^*'*'* 
erful  nionarch  in  Afrka,    The  zimbis,  or  fhell,  formerly  Cmrtncy^ 
mentioned  *,  which  is  fifhed  for  2iLoango  and  Angola^  is  the 
current  coin  of  the  country,  for  which  the  natives  exchange  TraJi* 
their  own  and  flaves  from  Nubian  as  alfo  for  fait,  iilk,  glafs, 

,    knives,  and  other  merchandizes''. 

I        Totik  arms  are  battle-axes,  and  fmall,  but  vcnr  ftrong,  Weafenu 

I  bows,  ftrengthened  and  adorned  with  ferpents  ibns,  with 
firings  kA  fupple  and  flender  fhoots  of  trees,  like  reeds,  that 
never  break,  and  fliort  arrows  of  hard  and  light  wood.  The 
AnJikanSy  who  kill  birds  flying,  ihoot  with  furpriiing  fwift* 
ne6  ;  infomuch  that  they  can  difcharge  28  arrows  from  the 
bow  before  the  firft  falls  to  the  ground  \  and  they  manage  the 
battle- ax  with  equal  dexterity,  one  end  of  which  is  iharpened, 

\  and  cuts  like  a  wedge,  and  the  other  flattened  like  a  mallet, 
with  an  handle  fet  between,  about  half  the  length  of  the  iron, 
rounded  at  the  end  like  an  apple,  and  covered  with  the  ikin 
of  a  ferpent;  with  the  flat  end  they  fcreen  their  bodies,  and 
ward  off  the  darts  of  their  enemies..  They  have  daggers  like* 
wife  in  ferpent  fkin  foabbards,  wtich  they  carry  in  ivory  behs, 
three  fingers  broad,  and  two^tbick,  trimmed  with  dante,  or 
lante,  (kins^. 

THEiit  religion  is  idolatry}  and  they  worfliip  the  fun  zsRtligi.i^ 
ttmr  diicf  deity,  whom  they  reprefent  in  the  figure  of  a  man, 

;  and  'the  moon,  under  that  of  a  woman,  and  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  inferior  deities,  each  man  having  one  peculiar  idol,  to 
whom  beoflfers  facrifices,  and  whom  he  confiantly  invokes  in 
fcngeious  enterprises ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  the  devil  gives  an- 
Iwers,  and  rnftrudions  how  to  proceed  ^. 

TfiERs  are  but  few  remains  of  the  antient  Giagas^  men*  Giagas, 
tioned  in  the  foregoing  appendix,  whofe  four  generals,  or 
d)ie6,  Ciiffangey  Cajomhc^  Cabucco^  and  Ctf/tf,jcommanded€a£h 
sfrparate  army  j;  the  prefent  are  moftly  natives  Df  the  countrief 

«  P1O4PBT.  ap.  La  Croix,  ubi  fup.  •  See  before,  p.  181. 

*  ^iGAatT.  ap.  La  Croix,  ubi  fop.  p.  1 5,  27.        •  Idem  ibid.  p. 
t^.         ^  Idem  ibid.  p.  17.  i^et  before,  p.  346, 
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tfiey  inhabit,  inheriting  the  barbarity  of  their  mafters,  and 
the  mo{^  cruel  of  canibal  nations,  l^htfe  people,  who  try 
the  coilrage  of  their  prifoners  of  war  by  Ihooting  at  the  young- 
eft  and  beft  made  among  theih  ah  M  butts^  dnd  direding  thie 
arrows  above  or  .round  theiir  heads,  fall  on  and  devour  tho^e 
'  who  difcover  the  leaft  figns  of  fear ;  and  boring  the  hofes  and 
ears,  and  drawing  the  two  forb-teeth  of  the  upper  jaw  of  thofe 
who  appear  intrepid  and  irefolutej  bring  them  up  to  a  fuperloi? 
degree  of  batbarily,  by  training  and  aocuftoming  them  to  the 
moft  horrid  cruelties.  Thefe  Giagas  "^e  fcattered  throi^- 
dut  Africa^  but  their  principal  residence  is  in  the  kingdom 
bf  AHfikoy  and  on  the  fouth*eaft  of  Angola  g. 

Th£  antient  inhabitants  of  Angoh  have  a  tradition  that  the 
Giagas  were  ftrangers  originally,  who  fettled  iii  this  kingdom  i 
that  fome  ages  ago  they  came  from  Sitrra  Lioney  and  over- 
ran, like  a  torrent,  the  Whole  coaft,  as  far  as  Bengatky  as  we 
baveihewn  in  a  former  fedion  *  :  that,  being  weakened  by 
Tifbories,  and  difabled  to  force  the  defiles,  in  ohler  to  return  to 
their  own  Country^  they  arrived  on  the  borders  of  Mononw* 
ito^^,whofe  army  giving  them  battle,  conquered  and  routed 
them  ;  and  that  they  were  forced  to  remain  in  the  provinces 
tfAnJikoy  and  toiind  about  Angola  \  though  it  is  very  furprif- 
ing  this  cohqueft  (hould  take  place,  from  the  great  tmproba' 
bility  of  fuch  numbers  leaving  Sierra  Lione  together,  and  of 
over- running  and  fubduing,  in  Tofhort  a  time,  a  trad  of  fix  or 
feven  hundred  leagues,  inhabited  by  numbers  of  nations,  go- 
verned by  powerful  kings,  as  thofc  of  Arder^  Benin^  and  Lt* 
0ngOy  and  furrounded  by  numerous  rivers  and  mountains  \ 

The  Kingdom  (?/Fungcno* 

T[Ukgeno,  or  FungandOf  a  kingdom  tributary  to  the  Great 
-■•  Macoco,  is  fituated  between  the  rivers  Zairt  and  Coan%a^  to 
,  the  eaft  o{  Conde,  Stuffs  made  of  the  bark  of  matamba,  con* 
lifting  of  longftrings,  like  hemp,  are  the  currency  of  Loango 
and  Angola  ;  on  which  account  the  Portuguefe  trade  with  the 
natives  for  ftufis  and  flaves,  who  trade  alfo  themfelves  wi£ 
the  people  of  Nimeamago^  a  kingdom  fituate  on  the  fouth-eaft 
oi Macoco,  The  prince  of  Ninuamago  living  in  friendftiip  widi 
the  great  Macoco^  his  fubje&s  travel  without  danger  through 
his  dominions,  and  traffick  at  Funggno  ^ 

«  PiGAPBT.ap. La  Croix,  ubifup.  p.  17.         *  Seebcfate>p# 
lO|  k  fe^.        ^  Lh  Croix,  ubi  fup,       f  lid.  ibid« 
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TBe  Kingdom  of  Biafar,  or  Biafra. 

TTHIS  kingdom,  fituated  on  the  e^  of  Benin,  on  the  weft 
-*  of,  and  divided,  by  a  chain  of  mpiintains  from,  Medra, 
extends  on  the  fouth  to  the  4th  degree  of  north  latitude.  The 
natives  are  the  moft  addifted  of  all  negroes  to,  and  infatuated 
with,  magic ;  imagining  tKemfelves  capable  of  caufmg  railif, 
thnnder,  and  lightning;  and. therefore  worfliip  with  gteat 
zeal,  and  facrifice  their  children  to,  the  devil  K 

Tbe  Province 'of  C$\h2Lti2L. 

THIS  country,  adjoining,  to  Rio  Real,  of  Rtyat  River, 
takes  the  name  of  Calbaria  from  that  riVer.  Near  the 
coaft,  on  the  weft  bank  of  the  river,  which,  though  large, 
Js,  in  many  places,  too  fhallow  for  veflels  of  burden^  is  a 
town,  called  by  the  Dufch  Wyndorp,  and  by  the  negroes,  from 
the  great  quantity  of  wine,  Tbfe;  two  branches  fpread-them- 
ifelves  to  the  eaft  and  weft  from  the,  river,  whofe  courfe  runs 
conftantly  north.  In  the  weft  branch  is  a  road,  three  or  fottr 
leagues  in  length,  for  trading  veflels,  and  the  town  Calbaria 
Js  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of  this  arm,  a  place  of  gteat  trade 
with  the  Dutch,  inplofed  with  pallifiidoes,  watered  on  the 
fouth  by  the  river,  and  defended  on  the  north  by  a  boggy 
wood.  ^  On  the  fouth  of  this  rivulet  is  an  ifland  of  an  oval 
figure,  at  a  diftance  from  the  continent,  from  which  it  is 
divided  only  by  a  fhallow  canal,  whofe  land  is  low,  and  co- 
vered With  woods  ^  ^ 

About*  tsvehre  leagues  weftward  of  Calbaria  lies  BelK, 
'governed  by  one  captain  ;  and  twenty  leagues  above  the 
mouth  is  an  arm  of  Rio  Real,  running  eaft-north-eaft,  and 
iaany  other  rivers  near  the  banks.  The  province  ofKrike, 
Ordering  on  the  weft  of  Moco,  lie3  about  twenty  miles  from 
'tte  coaft,  on  the  back  of  Rio  Real,  and  going  fouthward  of 
'^Moco,  towards  the  coaft,  is  the  province  of  Bani,  whofe  prin- 
cipal town  is  Culeba,  the  chief  of  this  cottntry,  which  extends 
■Weftward  from  the  river  Calbaria,  as  far  as  Sangma,  and  has 
ten  under  officers.  The  canibal  negroes,  inhabitants  of  the 
caftern  banks  of  Calbaria,  who,  as  at  Arder,  circumcife  the 
women  that  are  marriageable  with  ants,  eat  the  flain  only,  and 
feu  the  prifoners  of  war  at  Calbaria.  In  the  province  of  Moco 
!s  a  fort  of  iron  coin,  whofe  pieces  are  as  large  as  the  palm  of 
the  hand,  with  long  tails.    The  canoes  m^de  ufe  of  by  Cat- 

^  La  Croix,  vol.jii.  p.  291.         ^  lid.  ibid.  p.  298,  &feq. 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XVI.  A  a  barian 
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tarlan  negroes  are  pointed  at  both  ends,  are  iGxty  feet  long, 
and  fix  broad ;  a  fire-place  Is  in  the  center  for  dreffing  vic- 
tuals, with  planks  acroTs  for  rowers.  On  each  fide  is  a  range 
of  twenty :  near  each  rower  hangs  a  quiver  of  arrows,  iii  c^e 
of  an  attack,  thefe  nations  living  in  continual  war.  The  ca- 
noes carry  80  perfons ;  the  flaves  only  are  expofed  to  the  dasnps 
qf  the  air,  the  mailers  being  fheltered  in  the  night  by  reed 
mats  fpread  upon  poles,  and  fixed  up  in  the  manner  of  tents. 

LoiTOMBA  river,  called  by  the  Portuguefe  Rio  do  Santo  Do- 
mingo,  is  three  leagues  from  the  mouth  oiRioReal,  at  the  eaf): 
,  end  of  \yhich  is  fi  large  town  inhabited  by  negro  traders,  who 
traffick  in  flaves,  which  they  bring  from  diftant  countries. 
Next  to  Loitambo  is  old  Calbaria,  or  Calborg  river.  The  inter- 
jacent country  is  unprovided  with  water:  The  coaft  from  Rio 
Red  to  antient  Calborg  is  24  leagues  in  extent,  north-north- 
eaft.  Rio  do  Rey^  or  KiAg's  River,  is  the  next,  extremely  large 
and  wide,  with  three  fathoms  water,  upon  a  muddy  bottom, 
and  without  fand-banks,  or  rocks  to  defend  the  entrance;  the 
country  round  is  low  and  marfliy.  There  is  no  fwset  water 
but  from  rain,  which  Europeans^  who  trade  upon  this  coaft, 
.  are  obliged  to  purchafe  at  a  dear  rate. 

Th  E  CalbongGSf  a  wicked,  deceitful,  and  filthy  people,  who 
go  naked,  the  private  parts  excepted,  which  are  covered  with 
a  belt  round  the  middle,  with  their  bodies  bedaubed  witl^va- 
rious  cplours,  and  figures  traced  on  their  foreheads,  inhabit 
the  country  near  the  fource  of  this  river,  at  a  great  diftaace 
from  the  coaft.  The  Calbongos  have  no  fincerity  or  natural 
love ;  parents  fell  their  children,  hufl^ands  their  wives,  bro- 
thers their  fifters,  ifc.  Criminals  are  declared  innocent  in  this 
country  who  make  an  inciflon  in,  and  fuck  the  blood  out  ofy 
iheirarms. 

The  great  trade  of  this  river  confifts  in  flaves,  which  are 
exchanged  for  fmall  copper  bars,  13  or  14  weighing  about  22 
pounds,  purchafe  a  good  flave.  Coral  grains  and  copper  ba- 
tons are  likewife  imported ;  and  the  negroes,  who  deal  in 
acori,  arrows,  knives,  and  ivory,  have  brought,  for  years, 
400  quintals  of  elephants  teeth,  and  500  flaves  to  market, 
at  a  village  near  the  coaft,  fituated  on  the  banks  of  a  rivulet 
that  runs  into  this  river  ". 

*  LaCroiz,  ttbi  fup.  I 
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CHAP.     VII. 

^Tbe  Hijlory  of  Benin,  under  the  antient  divijion 
of  Guiney. 

SECT,    I. 

Qmiaining  a  geographical  account  of  the  whole  coaft^ 
'  *  with  all  its  fubdivtfions  into  difiinSt  provinces  and  ' 
'  .  difiriSlSy  particularly  of  the  kingdom  of  Benin  ;  the 
manners^  laws,  and  religion  of  the  natives ;  its 
cities,  riversy  trade,  and  commodities ;  ^itb  many 
ether  particulars,  which  it  would  be  too  tedious  to 
recite  in  the  contents. 

IN  writing  the  hiftory   of  Guiney^  we  labour  xxni^r introJue- 
difficulties  from  the  too  great  abundance  oi  materials,  tton  to  th 
which  are  thrown  together  in  one  rude  chaos.  In  xh&  hiftory  rf 
undigefted  coUeftion  of  voyages,  with  which  this  andGoi^cy^ 
'  every  ftate  in  Europe  is  furfeited.  A  faithful  abftraft  of  thefe, 
reduced  into  hiftorical  form,  will  be  an  arduous  and  difficult 
Undertaking,  though  not  infuperable.     Here  is  no  clue  to 
'  guide  our  fteps,  no  plan  of  hiftory  to  fcrve  as  a  thread  for 
our  narrative.     Materials  are  jumbled  together,  without  re- 
gard to  method  or  diftion ;  the  very  perufal  of  which  is  more 
;    laborious  and  fatiguing  than  the  whole  of  the  ^eeCution  be- 
ildes«    Father  Cavazzi  is  perhaps  the  only  auth<»r  of-  value 
•  for  ftile  and  difpofition>  who  has  treated  this  fubjeft;  but 
'  ••  he  will  be  of  little  ufe ;  his  defcription  of.  the  couiitry  btf ng 
'   too  general,  often  falfe,  and  the  whole  of  his  work  chiefly 
employed  in  the  recital  of  events,  which  will  make  the  fmalleft 
part  of  our  defign.     Bofman  is  indeed  an  author  of  credit ; 
his  relations  are  accurate,  and  his   manner  entertaining ; 
but  as  he  followed  an  epiftolary  ftile,  no  plan  or  fyftem  of 
arrangement  is  purfued.     Under  thefe  circumftances  we  rc- 
folved  to  have  recourfe  to  the  original  materials  to  form  our 
•own  plan,  «nd  digeft  the  whole  in  the  feme. order  we  have 

A  a  2t  hitherto 
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hitherto  maintained.     The  difficulty  of  the  undertaking  will, 
we  hope,  be  compenfated  by  the  fatisfaftion  the  reader  "vi-ill 
receive  in  the  perufal  of  the  firft,  copious,  dear,  and  authen- 
tic, annals  of  this  coaft,  even  if  they  fhould  be  deficient  in 
fome  of  thofe  embellifhments,  the  principal' care  of  modem 
biftorians. 
Gejgra-         Gu  INE  Y,  or,  according  to  moft  writers,  Ohinney,  or  Guinea^ 
fhicalde-   jg  a  vaft  extended  coaft,  ftretching  from  four  degrees  and  a  half 
^^'^^'°V^f^^  ten  degrees  and  a  half  north  latitude,  lying  between  the 
Cuinev     &^^^  ^^^^^  Camerone  on  the  eaft,  and  the  mouth  of-the  river 
^'    Sierra  Leona  on  the  weft,  comprehending  30  degrees  erf  lon- 
gitude.    Other  geographers  confine  its  limits  between  Cape 
Lop'Gonfalvd,  or  Cape  Negroe^  and  the  river  Senegal.     The 
appellation  of  Guiney  is  probably  unknown  to  the  natural  in- 
habitants, and  feems  to  be  derived  from  the  name  Qhenehoay 
impofed  by  the  early  Portuguefe  navigators  on  a  country 
fouth  of  Senegal,     Some  writers,  however,  are  hardy  enough 
to  derive  the  term  Guiney  from  the  dry  nature  of  the  foil  and 
climate ;  the  word,  according  to  them,  fignifying  as  much  in 
the  language  of  the  natives.     But  furely  they  did  not  re-  • 
fleft  that  no  country  under  heaven  is  better  watered  with  ri- 
■reris,  fprings,  and  rain. 

The  general  divifion  of  thb  coaft  is.  into  fouth  aod 
north.  The  firft  extends  from  the  river  Senegal  to  Si- 
erra  Leona.  South  Guiney  ^comprehends  fix  diftinft 
coafts,  called  prQvinces,  and  known  by  different  names  ; 
viz.  the  Grain  Coafi^  by  fome  termed  th&  Pepper  Coafi^ 
the  Ivory  Coafts  the  Gold  Coafts  the  Slave  Coafts  and  thoie 
of  Benin  and  Biafara.  However,  the  more  general  and 
common  divifion  is  contained  under  four  diftri6l$ ;  viz. 
.the  Slave,  Gold,  Ivory,  and  Grain  Coafts  \  The  Slave 
Coaft,  or  Benin,  is  bounded  by  Nigritia  on  the  north,  by  the 
unknown  inward  parts  of  Africa  on  the  eaft,  by  Congo,  or 
that  partof  thi  Atlantic  ocean  called  the  Gulph  of  Guiney,  oit 
thfe  fouth,  and  on  the  weft  hy  the  Gold  Coaft ;  ftretching  along 
th^  fea-coaft  from  the  river  Camerone  on  the  eaft,  to  the  Da- 
nifh  fort  oiChriftianburgh,  near  the  river  Voltay  on  the  Mreft^ 
The  chief' rivers  of  this  divifion  arc,  the  great  river  Cavne- 
rone,  which  bounds  it  to  the  fouth-eaft,  the  river  Del  Rey  o^ 
the  weftward,  the  rivers  Forcades,  Formofa,,  and  Lagos,  ftiU 
further  weft,  and,  laftly,  the  river  Volta  at  the  extrenaity  of 
the  weftern  boundary. 

»  Prevost  Hift*Gcn.  des  Voyag/Bs,  T.vi.  1.  H.  c.  r.    F05- 

MANEpiil.  21. 
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The  chief  towns,  which  give  nathe  to  a  variety  of  different  Tbefirft 
kii^oms  within  this  difttift,  are,  Benin^  fituated  on  the  di<uifion* 
river  Formofa^  in  fcvcn  degrees  arid  a  half  ndrth  latitude; 
jivferri,  (landing  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Farcades^^xxi  fub- 
jeft  to  the  Portuguefe :  Areboy  on  the  caft  fide  of  the  river 
formofa;  Great  Ardrah;  Little  Ardrah ;  both  (landing  near  the 
river  Lagos;  Whidah^  or  Fiday  fi tutted  between  the  Lagos 
and  the  Volta ;  Great  and  Little  Popo^  both  on  the  fame  , 
COJift,  weft  of  WHdah;  LampOy  or  Alampo^  a  little  to  the 
weftward  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Volta.  As  ?o  the 
country  oi  Benin  Proper y  no  European  nation  has  planted  fet- 
flemtots  there,  befides  the  Portuguefe^  who  are  in  a  manner 
the  defpotic  fovereigns  of  this  diftrift.  If  we. may  credit 
theit*  itiiffionaries,  they  have  converted  tht  natives  to  Chri^ 
itianity ;  however,  other  travellers  inform  us,  that  the  inhabit* 
ants  of  the  fea-coaft  are  a  miferable  fort  of  profely tes,  a  pro- 
fligate, Wretched,  and  abandoned  race,  addifted  to  all  manner 
of  vice,  and  more  artificial  in  their  depravity  than  the  origi- 
nal and  unmixed  inhabitants  of  remote  countries. 

The  ColdCoaJt,  to  called  from  the  abundance  of  that  me-  Second  di^ 
tal  it  affords,  is  terminated  by  Nigritia^  or  Negroland,  on  the  <uiJion. 
north ;  by  the  Slave  Coqft  on  the  'eaft ;  the  ocean  on  the 
fduth,  and  by  the  Tooth  or  Ivory  Coqft  on  the  weft.  Its  rivers 
are,  the  Rio  Cobra,  or  Ancohar,  by  fome  termed  the  Gold 
River  \  with  fome  others  of  lefsnote.  The  capitals  giving 
name  to  a  number  of  petty  kingdoms  are,  Aquamboe,  Agona^ 
Fantyuy  Acton,  Fetu,  Sabo,  Comm^niy  Axim,  Ante,  Adorn, 
Jabz,&c. 

The  next  divifion  of  Guiney  is  the  Ivory  or  Tooth  Coqft,  Third di* 
taking  its  name  from  the  elephants  teeth  found  here.  It  is  <vijimp 
bounded  likewife  by  Nigritia  on  the  north ;  by  the  GoldCoqft 
on  the  eaft ;  by  the  ocean  on  the  fouth  ;  and  by  the  Mala^ 
gueite  or  Grain  Coqft  on  the  weft.  Among  the  moft  remarks 
able  towns  and  places  on  this  coaft  are,  Jaque^  Cape  Lahoe, 
Drumyn,  Bottown,  Sina,  Seftre^  P almas ,  &c.  The  principal 
rivers  are  thofe  of  Rio  de  Suero  and  Rio  Efcravos.    . 

The  laft  and  moft  weftern  '4ivi(ion  of  Guiney  is  the  -Mi-  Fourth  £• 
lagtiette.  Grain,  or  Pepper  Coaft,  bounded  by  Nigritia  oh  the  fvijionp 
north;  \h&  Ivory  Coaft  On  the  eaft;  and  on  the  fouth  and 
weft  by  the  ocean.  Its  chief  rivers  are  the  Rio  de  Seftro,  the 
Rio  de  St.  Paul,  and  the  river  de  Sierra  Leona.  Its  capitals  of 
the  feveral  petty  ftates  contained  under  the  general  divifion 
are,  the  towns  of  B^jfo,  Sanguin^  Seftro,  Tomba,  Buga^  and 
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Jn  account  To  begin  with  the  firft  of  thcfc  divifions,  tfic  Idngdom  of 
of-the  Benin  is  a  rcgiotrof  great  extent,  the  limits  of  whicji  are  but 
kingdom  <>/*imp€rfeftly  afccrtained.  We  find  it  mcntionec^  by  writers 
Great  Be-^^j^^jg^  ^^it  names  of  Benin,  Binnin,  Binni,  or  Benni;  the  firll 
***^'  of  which,  as  the  moft  common,  we  have  retained.    Moft  hi- 

ftorians,  however,  place  it  between  the  19th  and  3  5th  degrees 
of  eafl  longitude,  and  the  3d  and  i  oth  parallels  of  latitude. 
Hence  they  reckon  it  extends  930  miles  eaft  and  weft,  and 
f  about  640  north  and  fouth  ;  a  prodigious  traft  of  land  to  re- 
main for  fo  long  a  time  impcrfeftly  known.  On  this  fuppo- 
^  fition,  its  boundaries  to  the  weft  will  be  the  Gold  Coajt^  and 
the  gulph  of  Benin^  feparated  by  the  river  Volt  a.  On  the. 
north  will  be  Nigritia,  the  kingdoms  oi  Mayack,2ixA  Makoho 
on  the  eaft,  and  the  gulph  oi  Congo  on  thc/outh.  However, 
thefe  particulars  are  very  indiftinftly  marked  by  gecgraphers, 
and  with  as  little  predfion  by  the  writers  of  voyages.  Pre^ 
vofty  the  moft  accurate  compiler  of  voyages,  greatly  re- 
trenches the  above  limits  of  the  kingdom  of  Benin  ^  ;  but 
we  will  not  opprefs  the  reader  with  a  variety  of  opinions 
and  barbarous  terms,  to  which  he  can  affix  no  detf^rminate 
and  clear  ideas. 

The  firft  difcovery  of  this  kingdom  is  attributed  to  Jtmn 
Alfonfo  de  Aveiro,  a  Portuguefe,  who  gave  the  appellation  of 
Formofa  to  the  river  Benin,  from  the  verdure  and  beauty  of  . 
its  banks,  continually  adorned  with  tall,  fti'ait,  and  fpreading 
Tbi  air      trees.     Notwithftanding  the  apparent  fatisfaftion  it  affords, 
andcli'      and  the  pleafing  fcene  it  prefents  to  the  eye,  the  air  is  noxious 
matt.         and  peftilential,  owing  to  the  grofs  vapours  exhaled  by  the 
.     ,         fun's  heat  from  its  marftiy  banks.     The  vermin  produced  by 
the  heat  is  another    inconvenience  equally. infupportable^ 
Hert  are  fuch  quantities  of  mofquito  flies  as  render  life  in- 
tolerable ;  their  fting  being  poignant,  and,  from  the  effefts, 
feemingly  poifonous,  producing  violent  heats  and  inflamma- 
tions on  the  parts,  with  convulfions,  extreme  vomitings,  and 
Ti»w»j.      ^ther  dangerous  fymptoms  ^.     On  the  banks  of  this  river  are 
fome  towns,  where  the  Europeans,  paiticularly  the  Dutch, 
•    carry  on  a  commerce.     They  are  called  by  Nyendael  Bododo, 
Areho,  of  Arbon,  Agatton^  or  <Jatt09i^  and  Meiberg.     The  firfl 
contains  about  50  houfes,  or  little  cabbins,  built  of  redds, 
and  covered  with  leaves.     Here  a  viceroy  has  his  refidencc, 
attended  by  a  council,  whoii  jurifdiftion  extends  over  this 
canton  in  all  civil  aflFairs,  levying  taxes,  and  rating  duties  and 
impofts  on  merchandize.    In  criming  cafe^  pf  great  ixpport- 
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acce^  the  viceroy  and  council  are  obliged  to  fend  to  Benin^ 
the  capital,  for  the  order*  of  the  court «. 

About  two  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  it  divides  tH'uir  Be- 
itfelf  into  two  branches^  diflant  two  Engli/b  miles  from  each  nin,  or 
other.    Upon  one  of  them  ftands  the  little  town  of  Jw^rri,  Formofa, 
or  Ouverne^  governed  by  a  free  and  independent  prince. 
Ar^hoy  which  now  is  the  center  of  commerce  of  Benin^  is 
fituatfd  fixty  leagues  up  the  river,    Notwithilanding  the 
river  branches  out  into  innumerable  ilreams,  (hips  pf  burthen 
can  go  a  great  way  higher,  and  anchor  in  fine  large  creeks  .  ^ 
and  (andy  bays.     Arebo  is  a  fine,  large,  and  populous  city,  AreSo. 
of  an  oval  figure,  the  houfes  larger,  but  built  with  the  feme 
materials,  and  in  the  fame  tafle,  as  thofe  of  BQdodo.     The 
city  and  adjacent  country  are  under  the  government  of  a 
viceroy  and  council,  with  fimilar  powers  as  thofc  of  Bododo.  . 
^li^  Pcrtuguefe  have  a  faftory  and  church  at /^^m,  and 
here  at  Arebo  the  Englijb  and  Dutch  had  a  fettlement,  agents 
and  faftors.     The  former,  however,  through  carelefsnefs, 
have  fuffered  theirs  to  fall  into  ruin,  and  at  prefent  it  i?  to^ 
tally  abandoned  ^.  ,  ' 

Agatton,  or  GattoHy  has  likewifebeen  a  place  of  confi-  Agattow. 
deration  for  its  extent,  commerce,  and  the  number  of.  it3  in? 
habitants.  By  the  ravages  of  war  it  is  now  almoft  totally 
defertcd,  ;It  ftands  on  the  Formofay  24  leagues  IpX^tx  than 
Arboky  a  canal  feparating .  the  diftrifts  belonging  to  each 
town ;  and  about  ten  leagues  north  of  Oedo,  or  Benin^  th^ 
capital  of  the  empire.  Mf iberg, 

The  laft  of  the  four  commercial  towns  is  Meiberg^  a  name 
given  this  place  by  the  Dutch.     Here  tht  Hollanders  carry  on  ^^^^ 
a  great  trade,  and  maintain  a  conCderable  fettlement,  ren-^^^^'l'v 
jdered  famous  by  a  tragical  event.    Beeldfyder^  a  Dutch  faftor,^^^^?*'*' 
having  conceived  a  violent  paffion  for  one  of  the  women  be-  ^j._^ 
longing  to  the  negro  governor,  took  the  refolution  of  carry-      •* 
ing  her  away.   The  governor,  tranfported  with  rage,  attacked 
the  Dutch  fettlement  with  a  body  of  troops,  and  forced  the 
,  faftor  to  retreat  on  board  a  veflel  lying,  in  the  road,  after 
having  received  a  wound,  of  which  he  foon  died.     Upon  this 
the  dire£lor-general,  who  was  ill-informed  of  .the  cjrcum- 
Aances,  imprudently  determined  to  avenge  thip  death  of  the 
faftor.     For   this  purpqfe.he  fitted  out  a  hrigaotine,.  and 
^furprized  the  blacks  at  Aleibfrg,  mj^fiacring  without  mer* 
Cj  man,  wpnjan,  and  child,  ^s  tb?y  canie  40  Ijis  wjiy,    Th^ 
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news  ti  this  event  foon  reaching  the  court  at  Benin^  his  sia« 
jefty  demanded  an  explication  of  the  cauies  of  this  bloody 
execution.  After  being  informed,  inftcad  of  -twmii^  his  rc^ 
fentment  againft  the  DttUh,  who  had  broke  through  all  the, 
laws  of  jiutice,  hofpitallty,  and  humanity,  he  exerted  ii, 
from  views  of  policy,  with  the  moft  horrible  circumftances^ 
barbarity,  againft  the  innocent  governor,  and  his  whole  race; 
drdering  them  to  be  extirpated  without  exception,  and  their- 
dead  b^ies  to  be  given  a  prey  to  the  vdid  beafts.  The 
'  Dutch,  perceiving  the  king  ib  zealoufly  attached  ta  the  in- 
tereils  of  commc;rce,  have  cv^  iince  remained  there,  with  a 
defpotic  and  arbitrary  fway  over  the  unhappy  wretches^  tbo' 
natural  proprietors  ^.  .  ^ 

Benin,  (bf     Benin,  the  cajntal,  is  a  city  of  great  extent.    Jrtus  of 
tf/v.  Dantzic  calls  it  eleven  miks  in  circumference,  contsumng 

100,000  inhabitants.  You  enter  it  by  a  large  ibrcet,  which, 
according  to  the  fan;ke  writer,  is  eight  times  wider  than  any 
^reet  in  Holland  ^.  "This  we  apprehend  t6  be  a  fort  of  avenue 
or  great  road  leading  to  the  city,  fmcc  other  travellers,  who 
have  meafured  it,  call  it  eight  leagues  in  length.  It  pailfes 
through  the  city,  dividing  it  into  two  equal  parts,  and  is  it- 
felf  cut  by  innumerable  other  ftrpets  that  traverfe  it.  For 
the  whole  eight  leagues  the  hpufes  ftand  fo  clpfe  on  each  fide 
jjie  road,  that  it  may  well  be  m}ftaken  for  a  flreet-  After 
advancing  twelve  m'des,  you  eqme  to  ^  large  gate,  \^hich  di- 
vides the  city  from  the  fuburbs.  The  gate  is  of  wood ;  but 
^t  is  defended  by  a  ftrong  baftion  of  mud  and  earth,  fur* 
rounded  by  a  deep  ditch  forty  feet  wide.  Here  a  guard  is  con- 
ilantly  kept  to  receive  the  tolls,  duties,  and,  imports,  upon  mer- 
chandize. All  the  ftrepts  of  the  city  are  ftrait,  long,  and  broad, 
adorned  with  a  variety  of  ihops  filled  with  ^jir^^n  merchan- 
dize,  as  well  a$  the  commodities  of  the  country.  Formerly 
the  houfcp  ftood  dofe,  the  whole  ftreet  apf)earing  Hkc  one 
,  jconiplete  building,  every  part  of  it  in  a  manner  fiircharged 

with  inhabitants ;  at  prrfent  it  is  broke  by  numberlefs  phafins 
and  ruins,  that  feem  to  prefage  its  fliort  duration.  As  the 
country  affc^ds  no  ftone,  all  the  houfes  are  built  with  mud 
and  cl^y,  covered  with  reeds,  ftraw,  or  clay,  with  ^u  ele- 
gance that  is  aftonifhing.  Nor  is  the  architefturp^of  the  prio* 
cipal  buildings  altogether  contemptible;  many  of  them  being 
pot  unworthy  of  a  more-  civilized  people  ^  Only-  natives 
^re  permitted  tp  live  here-;  fevcral  of  whom  arc  wealthy. 
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and  trade  to  a  great  extent,    flere  the  womeq  arc  employed    - 
in  keeping  the  ftreets  neat  and  clean ;  in  which  refpefl  the 
inhabitants  of  Benin  are  not  exceeded  by  the  Hollanders  them- 
fdvts.    A  principal  part  of  the  city  is  taken  up  by  the  royal  fi^g  rtyH 
ffisLCC,  5vhich  is  rather  prodigious  in  its  dimenfions  than  paiace. 
dnnmodious  or  elegant  In  the  contrivance,     l^he  eye  is  firft 
met  by  a  lohg  gallery,  fuftained  by  fifty-eight  ftrong  planks, 
roi^h  and  unp6liihed,  above  twelve  feet  in  heighf,  and  three 
in  circumference.    Faffing  this  galle^r^  you  come  to  a  higb 
mud  wall,  which  hath  three  gates.    That  in  the  center  is  de- 
corated at  the  top  with  a  wooden  turret  of  a  fpiral  form,  70 
ftet  high.    Upon  the  very  extremity  of  this  cone  is  ^ed  a 
large  copper  fnake,  well  caft,  carved,  and  bearing  marks  of  i 
proficiency  in  the  arts.    Within  the  gate  ybu  are  prefented 
with  an  area  of  fine  turf,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  and( 
near  as  broad ;  at  the  further  end  of  which  is  another  gallery 
in  the  fame  tafte  as  the  former,  only  that  the  pilafters,^)irhich 
feftain  it,  are  ornamented  with  human  figures,  and  many  of 
them  cut  out  in  that  form,  but  in  a  grofs  and  aukward  man- 
ner.   Behind  a  canvas  curtain  are  £ewn  four  heads  Caft  in 
brafs,  neither  refcmbling  the  human  or  brute  figure,  each  of 
them  fupportcd  by  a  la^e  elephant's  tooth,  the  king's  pro- 
perty.    Faffing  through  this  gallery  and  another  gate,  you 
have  the  king's  dwdling-houfe  in  front ;  an  appearance  that 
by  no  means  dazzles  with  its  pomp  and  magnificence.    Here 
is  another  Jhake  over  the  porch,  done  probably  by  the  fame 
artift  as  that  on  the  turret.    In  the  firft  apartment  is  the 
king's  audience-chamber,  where,  in  prefence  of  the  chief  no- 
bifity  or  officers  of  the  court,  he  receives  foreign  miniflers  and     * 
ambaffadors.    His  throne  is  of  ivory,  under  a  canopy  of  rich 
ifilk.     This  chamber  of  audience  Would  likewife  feem  to  be 
the  rcpofitory  of  his:  m^efty's  merchandize  (for  here  the  king, 
•  as  well  as  his  fubjeAs,  is  a  trader),  it  being  filled  with  loads 
of  dephants  teeth,  and  other  commodities,  lying  in  a  con- 
fttfion  which  plainly  indicates  they  are  not  intended  for  or- 
nament.    The  room  is  hung  with  fine  tapeflry,  and  the  floor 
icovered  with  mats  and  carpets  of  an  indifferent  manufafture. 
All  the  city,  except  the  royal  palace,  is  falling  into  decay ; 
and  the  reafon  affigned  for  it  bj^  TVy^wtiz^/ is  the  following  *;  Caufeof 
The  king,  jealous  of  the  wealth  of  two  petty  princes  rf  the  ^^'^^^^\^ 
Jlreets  as*  they  are  called,  prdered  them  to  be  feized,  put  t©  ''/^^°*?^r 
death,  and  their  efJ^As  confifcated  tohis' own ufd,  under  pf^e^ 
Ipgce  that  they  had  aQufpiied  agaiaft  his  life.     They  gave 
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the  clearcft  proofs  of  their  innocence ; ,  but  the  king  was  de- 
termined ;  nothing  being  fo  inexorable  and  deaf  to  the  cries 
of  pity  as  avarice.    Soon  after  this  barbarity,  he  meditated 
the  deftruftion  of  another  perfon,  whofe  growing  wealth  ex- 
cited his  jealoufy  and  natural  palEon  for  money.  This  noble- . 
man,  being  timely  apprifed  of  his  majefty's  intention,  quitted^ 
the  city,  and  with  him  left  it  three-fourths  of  the  inhabitants^p 
wha  were  ftrongly  attached  to  his  perfon,  and  apprehenfive. 
how  far  the  king  might  exert  his  prerc^ative  of  being  wicked. 
They  were  purlued  by  his  majcfty,  who,  immediately  on  their 
departure,  had  aflcmbled  an  army.    He  was,  however,  fo 
warmly  received  by  the  fugitives,  that  he  was  forced  to  re- 
treat  with  lofs  and  difappointment.    After  this  he  made  a 
fecond  attempt  to  oblige  them  to  return  by  force  ;  but  the 
event  was  agreeable  to  juftice ;  he  was  defeated  and  purfued 
}n  his  turn  by  the  nobleman,  who,  entering  the  city  fword-in- 
hand,  plundered  the  whole,  except  the  palace,  which  was 
too  ftroi^ly  defended  for  him  to  make  an  impreffion.    For 
ten  fucceffive  years  he  continued  with  his  fugitive  band  to  ha- 
rafs,  plunder,  and  moleil,  the  inhabitants  of  Bmin,  till  at 
length,  by  the  mediation  of  the  Portuguefe^  a  peace  was  ^ 
concluded ;  by  which  he  was  granted  a  free  and  full  pardon, 
and  even  requefled  to  return  to  his  habitation.    As  he  did 
not  chufe  again  to  put  bimfelf  into  the  power  of  a  prince, 
whofe  difpoation  he  was  but  too  well  acquainted  with,  he 
fixed  his  refidence  at  a  place  three  days  journev  froni  the  ca- 
pital, ,  where  he  kept  a  court  that  greatly  ,eclipled  that  of  th^ 
king.     All  endeavours  were  in  vain  ufcd  to  bring  his  adhe- 
rents back  to  the  city  ^     They  were  promised  lucrative  pofts 
and  honours  about  court ;  but  they  preferred  poverty  with 
freedom,  to  wealth  and  dignity  with  fervitiide;  whence  the 
city  Benin  has  ever  fince  remained  in  a,  msUiQ^er  depopulated 
(A). 

?  Idem  ibid, 

(A)  Sinca  t^e  time  of  Jrtus^  that,  as  foon  as  a  foreigner  en« 
fromwhom  this  account  is  chiefly  tcrs  the  city,  he  is  received  by 
taken,  the  £»f^/^tf«j  have  found  officers  appointed  folejy  tp  aj:- 
a  thoofand  occaiions  of  vifiting  tend  him.  The  pretext  is  civj- 
the  different  parts  of  the  city,  lity,  and  the  denre  of  (hewing 
xiotwitbilanding  the  jealoufy  x)f  him  every  thing  deferving  no- 
^he  natives  i^  this  particaUr. ..  Jtice  ;  but  the^real  deiign  tp 
Here  fo  apprehenfive  are  they*  limit  his  curiofity,  and  minead 
of  the  curiofity  of ,  (^ai|gejP6|    bk  ijiqjiixiw,  wliK  regard  to  the 
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Besides  the  dry  merchandize  with  which  the  markets  oiCommodf* 
jr«u/f  abound,  they  are  alfo  weli-ftocked  with  eatables,  ithsofthf 
Httle  particular  in  their  kind.     Here  they  expofe  dogs  to  fale  ^oimtfy^ 
for  eating,  of  which  the  negroes  are  fond.     Roafted  mon> 
keys,  apes,  and  baboons,  are  every- where  to  be  feen.    Bats, 
rats,  lizards  dried  in  the  fun,  palm-wine,  and  fruit,  form  the 
moft  luxurious  entertainments,  and  fland  continually  expofed 
to  £de  in  the  flreets. 

As  to  the  government,  it  is  defpotic,  as  may  be  feen  from  GMwnv- 
the  inftance  we  have  given.  The  empire  is  divided  into  an  mnt. 
infinite  number  of  petty  royalties,  all  of  them  fubjeft  to  the 
long  of  Benin.  Although  they  boaft  of  beit^  born  freemen, 
yet  can  nothing  be  more  fervile  than  the  blmd  obedience  they 
pay  to  the  king's  authority.  They  are  even  proud  of  being 
lo^ed  upon  as  the  flaves  of  the  monarch ;  that  being  deemed 
a  diftinguiihing  mark  of  honour. 

The  natives  of  Great  Benin  are  in  general  a  good-natured,  D(/^//Vji 
gentle,  and  civil  people,  from  whom,  by  kind  ufage,  vmyefthenei* 
thing  may  be  obtained.  If  they  receive  piefents,  they  return  ti^nu 
them  by  double  the  value ;  and  will  ejen  Ileal  to  enable  their 
gratitude.  If  a  ffaranger  makes  a  requeft,  he  is  feldom  re- 
fufcd,  however  inconvenient  it  may  be  to  comply  with  his  de* 
fire.  In  fhort,  their  difpolition  is  no  lefs  eafily  worked  upon 
by  foft  means,  than  inflexible  to  all  kind  of  feverity  and  rough 
ufage.  By  courtefy  their  pride  is  flattered,  their  felf-impor- 
tance  raifed,  and  a  parafite  will  fucceed  in  points  which  a 
.blufterer  would  try  in  vain  to  effeft.  They  are  quick  and 
alert  in  bufinefs,  greatly  attached  to  their  antient  manners,  and 
Ihocked  at  any  the  le:aft  innovation.  In  this  lalone,  •  perhaps, 
they  are  difagreeable,  many  of  their  cuftoms  being  equally 
difgufting  and  unnatural  to  an  European.  In  their  bargains  in 
trade,  with  ftrangers  efpecially,  their  tenacioufnefs  of  their  own 
opinions  renders  it  difficult  to  deal  with  them.  It  frequently 
happens  that  a  bargain  for  elephants  teeth  will  take  up  fom^ 
weeks  before  it  is  completed,  with  fo  many  ceremonious  civi^ 
lities,  truly  ridiculous,  is  it  preceded  ;  yet  with  each  other, 
where  they  repofe  a  confidence,  no  people  make  greater  dif- 

■  OoiLV.  Defcription  of  AfrijCg;  alfo  Nybnd.  &;. Dap pbV,    ; 
ibid. 

fitaation    of  ^  fti)eet3>    the  ^raid  or  afi^aiped  of  the  weak- 

^ftiength  of  the  plaice,  the  numr  nefs  fin^  ruinqus  condition  of 

ber  of  the  gnards,  and  the  ipo*  their  capital 

)ice.    They  would  fecqi  either  , 
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patch.  N^enitul  complains  of  another  ixicda^tticli^,  ixrhich 
attends  iht  commerce  of  that  country.  The  Dutch  aiid 
Portuguefey  he  fays,  arc  obliged  to  truft  them  ^th  goods  to 
make  ptutns  or  cloths  of,  for  the  payment  of  whfch  they  fre- 
mieiitly  ftay  fo  long,  that,  frdih  th^  approach  cf  the  unth^tfay 
(eafon,  the  cbnfumption  of  prOvifiotis,  and  niortality  among 
their  people,  they  are  nnder  the  hcceffi'ty  of  leaving  the  coun- 
try ^thout  their  money.  However,  upon  their  return,  thej 
aorc  honcftly  paid  to  the  lift  farthmg  *. 
Method  pf  '^^^  government  appoints  a  kind  of  brokers  cdfed  Akr* 
£anyingen^^^^^y  or  ftadors^  to  treat  with  fthmgfeK  abotit  dll  mer- 
hufinefi,  (Jhandize.  ThcTe  Mttcadors  fp6ak  a  corrupt  PortHgHtfe^ 
which  enables  them  to  coflverfe  With  Europeans.  This  qni- 
llfication  Is  efteemed  by  their  countryman  their  otily  ^^* 
fcncy,  as  without  it  they  are  looked  upon  as  the  refttfe  and 
dregs  of  the  people,  becaufe  they  trade  upon  borrowed  ca- 

*  pitals  ;  in  fuch  cfteem.  are  riches  held  even  anaoffig  li^oes 
•and  barbarians,  and  fuch  is  the  contempt  affixed  to  poverty. 
Among  themfelves  all  private  bargains  are  difpatched  with 
the  utmoft  fecrecy  for  fear  of  excitiiig  the  jealoufy  or  avarice 

\  of  their  governors.  Their  being  reprefented  to  thcfe  as 
gf^at  traders  would  infallibly  be  attended  With  ruinous  con- 
lequences ;  for  the  governors  keep  a  number  of  emiflTaries  iA 
^onftant  employment,  always  ready  to  siccufe  thofe  perfons 
tliey  are  defirou^  of  facrificing  to  their  intereft  and  atnbiti(». 
]f'of  this  reafon  thofe  who  are  out  of  power,  and  bear  no 
ilhare  in  the  gO\iernment,  carefully  concieal  their  wealth,  put- 
ting forth  every  appearance  of  poverty,  in  order  to  elcape 
the  rapacious  hknds  of  their  fuperiors*  This  obliges  themaB 
to  an  artful  and  cunning  civility,  in  Order  to  avoid  acctffers^ 
and  bribe  by  refpeft  and  deference  thbfe  mtn  to  whom  they 
Sire  afraid  of  offering  money  ^.  ' 

Thpoiiti'  The  ftate  of  Benirt  isl  divided  into  thr^ejckfles  of  men  be- 
caldivi'  fide^.^hfc  king,  whofe  will  is  a  law.  The  firft  and  higheft 
Jion  of  the  ^^^  o*"  branch  of  the  government  is  compbfed  of  three  pcr- 
' people  into  fons  called  Gredt  Lords^  who  ate  always  about  the  king's 
piaffes,  perfbn.  Whoever  wants  to  ^ply  for  favours  frottt  the  throiK 
fwitb  an  muft  firft  addrcfs  himfelf  to  them.  They  undertake  to  pre- 
ficcount  of  fent  the  petition,  aind  to  return  his  msijefty's  sfafwer ;  but  in 
5^^'  /  f  ^'^^  acquaint  him  with  no  nwre  than  they  think  proper,  & 
f^KF  ^  ^fe*  that  the  fupreme  government  may  be  faid  to-  be  lodged  in 
the  three  great  lords.  They  are  the  more  fecure  in  their 
ijfurpation,  inaiiauch  asbefides  them  hardly  any  other  per- 

•  P.  436.  ^.'^ft  1^ D  At  j. ,.  lOC.  9itat.  • 
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foQs  are  admitted  into  the  king's  pFefeoGe,  mach  lefs  to  -his 
coaverfa^on^:. 

.  The  pext  ftate  or  clafs  is  cpmpofed  of  thofe  petty  princes .5^r(7»i 
caUed  Street  KingSy  oi*  4r^s  de  Roe^  fome  of  which  preiide;  f/<2A* 
over  the  commons,  and  others  over  the  flaves  ;  fome  over  mi^ 
litary  afiair%  .whil^  others  fuperintqad  every  thing  relating 
to  cattle,  and  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  Out  of  thjsclafs  there 
is  a  particular  fupervifor  oyec  every  branch  of  trade,  manu*^ 
fafiiore,  farming,  and  every  thing  relative  to  civil  or  military 
police.  >  From  thi^  degree  of  men  are  elefted  the  viceroys, 
and  goirepiors  of  provinces,  fubjeft  to  the  king ;  all  of  th^ 
tinder  the  dire£tk>9,  and  refponfibie  for  their  conduA  to  the 
three  great  lords.  Thefe  honourable  polls  are  obtained  by 
the  reccHi^mendation  of  the  great  lords ;  the  king,  as  an  cn- 
fign  of  his  dignity,  prefenting  th$m  with  a  firing  of  corgi  oa 
their  appointment,  that  being  equivalent  to  the  badge  of  the, 
order  of  knighthood  in  Europe.  Tlys  firing  they  are  per- 
petually to  wear  about  the.ir  n^cks,  without  prefuming, 
under  the  penalty  of  degradation,  and  even  death,  ever  to 
lay  it  afide  on  any  account  whatever.  If  they  are  fo  unhappy 
as  by  accident  to  Iqfe  it,  or  to  fuller  it  to  be  ftolcn  fron^ 
.them,  Aey  are  ipfifa6lo  condemned  to  death,  without  even 
the  poffibility  of  the  king's  reprieve.     Qf  this  Nyendael  gives  IT 

the  following  inftances :  At  the  time  this  gentleman  reSded 
in  the  kingdom  of  Benin^  an  Are  de  jRoe  had  his  chain  floleui 
from  him,  upon  which  he  was  feized,  and  put  to  deatl^ 
without  form  of  tryal.  The  perfon  who  had  committed  thp 
theft  was  likewife  taken  ^nd  condecgined,  as  were  .three  per? 
fcns  fuppofed  to  be  acceflbry  to  the  faft.  Thus  five  men  loljt 
.their  lives  for  a  chain  of  coral  inti^mfically  not  worth  tWQ 
pence.  The  fetfond  inJftance  happened  in  1700,  and  witb 
more  ^ctraordinary  circumftances :  The  captain  of  a  Portur 
pufe  fhip  having  ftaid  after  all  the  European  fleet  had  falied, 
iiif  order  to  colleft  fome  debts,  finding  that  they  came  in  but 
flowly,  he  refolved  to  caufe  the  Are  de  Rae^  his  gr^tefl 
debtor,  to  be  conveyed  on  board  his  (hip.  This  the  other 
refifVed,  endeavouring  to  make  his  efcape,  which  produced 
a  fcufilewith  the  faildrs.  Here  the  pilot,  who  had  received^ 
fome  hurt  in  the  fray,  laid  hold  of  the  coral  chain,  broke  it 
in  pieces,  and  flung  than  overboard  ;  'on  which  the  Are  de 
Roe,  quite  difpirited  with  tfce  fatal  accident,  furrendcred 
himfelf  to  the  Portuguefe.  As  his  confinement  was  npt 
firiA,  he  found  m^ajis,  when  the  pilot  wa?  alleep,  to.  lay 

» 
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hold  of  a  blunderbufty  with  which  he  ihot  him  thraugfa  the 
head.  Nor  was  he  contented  with  tliis  revenge ;  he  feized 
upon  a  cutlafs,  and  hewed  the  carcafe  in  pieces,  iTaying, 
That  he  had  nova  punijhed  the  villain^  and  txfas  indifferent 
about  the  confequence ;  for^  continues  he,  when  my  coral  was 
thrown  over  Hoards  I  was  dead  by  the  law  ;  now  my  creditor 
is  thefamey  and  I  have  had  the  fatisfoElion  of  revenge.  The 
captain,  not  chufing  to  pupifli  him  by  his  own  authority, 
ddivered  him  up  to  juftice.  He  was  immediately  committed 
to  a  dungeon,  and,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  next  Portuguefe 
fhip,  punifhed  with  death,  withput  discriminating  murder 
fix)m  the  involuntary  accident  of  loiing  the  coral  chain*. 

These  badges  of  honour  are  carefully  kept  by  the  king 
in  his  own  pofleffion;  and  the  counterfeiting  or  poflefEi^ 
any  of  them,  without  being  legally  inverted  therewith,  is 
punifhed  with  death.     They  are  made  of  a  pale-reddiih 
coAile  earth,  finely  glazed  and  fpeckled  like  marble,  with 
a  great  variety  of  beautiful  colours. 
Third cktfi     The  third  order  of  ftate  confifts  of  the  Fiadors^  who 
9fthe        likewife  wear  the  coral,  but  with  fome  diftinftions  of  fub- 
t^fU%       ordination  and  inferiority  to  the  Ares  de  Roes.     Befides  the 
FiadorSy  under  the  fame  clafs  are  ranked  the  Mereadoresy  or  . 
merchants,  the  F»/iwforx  or  pleaders,  the  Veilles  or  elders, 
all.  of  them  difcriminated  with  fome  diftinguifhing  mark  or 
method  of  wearing  the  coral  chain*    To  thefe  fucceed  the 
Plebeians y  .as  next  in  order.     This  clafs  of  people  is  in  ge- 
jieral  indolent,  lazy,  and  idle,  few  of  them,  befides  the  ex- 
treme poor,  chufing  to  work  or  better  their  condition  by 
labour  and  induftry.     The  whole  burden  of  the  necefEHy 
work  is  laid  upon  the  women  and  flaves,  whether  it  be  tilling 
the  ground,  (pinning  CQtton,  weaving  cloths,  cleaning. the 
ftreets,  or  whatever  be  the  occupation.    Befides  weavers, 
the  only  artifis  in  this  country  are  fmiths,  carpenters,  and 
leather-dreflcrs,  all  of  them  fuch  bunglers  in  their  proi^- 
fion,  that  an  European  boy,  with  a  month's  inftruftion,  would 
far  furpafs  thofe  who  have  employed  their  whole  lives  in  the 
bufinels^ 
fhmthcd     Such  of  the  natives  as  can  afford  it  feed  \|gell.     Their 
of  living   common  diet  is  beef,^utton,  or  fowls,  with  yams  for  bread, 
of  the  na-  which,  after  boiling,  they  beat  into  a  fort  of  cake.,    They 
ti'ves.        frequently  make  entertainments  for  each  other,  the  recre- 
ments of  which  are  conftantly  diilributed  among  the  pooi-  ; 
a  practice  worthy  the  imitation  of  more  poliihed  nations« 

•  NvENDAKL,  p.  430.  *  Ibid,  etiam  Artus.  Ioc. 
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The  mean#r  ranks  of  people  content  themfclves  withfmokcd 
or  dried  &(hy  which,  falted,  greatly  refembles  in  tafte  the  ' 
Dutch  Raf  or  ReckeL  Their  bread  is  inade  of  yams,  ba- 
fianaSy  and  beans,  mixed  and  beat*  up  together.  For  their 
drink  they  ufe  the  limpid  brook,  or  water  mixed  with  a  bad 
wine  they  call  Pardon.  The  richer  fort  drink  water  and  Eu^ 
ropean  brandy  to  tjjieir  meals  C/ 

The  king,  great  lords,  and  every  viceroy  arid  governor,  An  txtd* 
fupport,  according  to  their  ability,  a  certain  number  of  poor  at  /?»'  cbari* 
their  refidences.  The  blind,  the  lame,' and  infirm,  are  die  ob-  **^^  «V'* 
jefts  of  their  charity ;  as  fot"  the  lazy,  they  are  fufFercd  to  ftan/e  ^^'^*  *' 
if  they  refufe  to  fupply  their  own  wants.     By  this  excellent  "^'*''*' 
police  not  a  beggar  or  vagrant  is  to  be  feen.     The  public 
officers  keep  the  idle  to  their  labour,  to  prevent  their  infir- 
mities, the  confequence  of  poverty,  from  increafing  the  tax 
on  themfelves.*   This  neceflary  care  fucceeds  fo  happily,  that 
in  fpite  of  their  natural  indolence,  the  indigent  are  but  few. 
Liberality  and  generofity  are  diftinguifhing  qualities  in  the 
natives  of  Benin ;  but  they  accompany  their  donations  with 
an  oftentation  that  deftroys  the  grace   and  beauty  of  the 
aftion.     Nay,  fo  intoxicated  are  they  with  the  love  of  praife, 
and  the  reputation  of  liberality,  that  they  often  impoveriili 
themfelves,  and  ruin  their  families,  to  excite  admiration**. 

Their  drefs  is  neat,  ornamental,  and  far  exceeding  in -^''^  0/ 
magnificence  that  of  the  negroes  of  the  Gold  Coaft.     The^f^  ^'^' 
rich  among  them  wear  firft  a  white  callico,  or  cotton  petticoat,  '''*'''• 
about  a  yard  in  length,  and  half  a  yard  in  breadth,  by  way  of 
drawers.     This'  they  cover  with  another  fine  piece  of  callico 
of  fixteen  or  twenty  yard 5,  which  they  very  artfully  and  be- 
comingly plait  in  the  middle,  throwing  over  it  a  fcarf  a  yard 
lonjg  and  a  foot  wide,  the  ends  of  which  are  adorned  with  a 
handfome  lace  or  fringe.    As  to  the  upp^r  part  of  the  body, 
it  is  moftly  naked.     Such  is  the  drefs  in  which  they  appear 
in  public  ;  at  home  their  cloathing  is  more  fimple  and  lefs , 
cxpenfive,  confifting  only  of  a  coarfe  faan  for  drawers,  co- 
vered with  a  large  painted  cloth  worn  in  the  manner  of  a 
cloak,  and  of  home  manufa<Shirc. 

Among  the  ladies,  thofe  of  better  faftiion  wear  fine  callico 
paans  beautifully  chequered  with  various  colours,  but  in  a 
form  that  cannot  be  defcribed  in  words. .  The  drefs  is  long 
and  open  beWnd,  or  on  one  fide,  juft  as  fancy  direfts.  The 
face  and  upper  part  of  the  body  is  covered  with  a  thin  veil, 
which  they  remove  among  their  friends  and  intimates  of  ei- 
ther fex.    The  neck  they  adorn  with  ftrings  and  chains  of 

«  Nyeno.  p.  441.  ^  Ibid.  445. 
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coral  agreeably  difpofed  and  wrought.    Upon  iheir  arms 
and  legs  they  wear  bright  copper  or  iron  bracelets  of  a  meaa 
workmanihlp,  and  all  their  fingers  are  crouded  with  rings,  of 
the  fame  metal.    Upon  the  whole,  their  pcrfons  are  not  dif- 
agreeablc,  after  cuftom  has  rendered  them  familiar  to  the 
eye ;  and,  excepting  the  rings  and  bracelets,  the  drefs  is  by 
no  means  unbecoming  or  inelegant.     The  meaner  degrees 
of  women,  aa  well  as  the  men,  differ  from  thofe  of  higher 
rank  only  in  the  quality  of  their  clothes,  the  form  being  in 
every  refpeft  the  fame.    Almoft  all  their  children  go  naked 
till  the  age  of  ten  or  twelve  years ;  the  girls  indeed  are  di- 
refted  by  nature  when  to  wear  clothes  ;  till  then  their  whole 
drefs  confijfts^  of  a  few  firings  of  coral  twifted  round  their 
waift,  rather  for  ornament  than  decency.     The  men  neither 
curl  or  adorn  their  hair,  but  fuifer  it  to.  flow  in  its  natural' 
order,  except  in  two  or  three  parts,  which  they  buckle,  in 
order  to  fulpend  a  bunch  of  coral  to  each  lock.     The  wo- 
men, on  the  other  hand,  ufc  great  art  in  drefling  their  hai/, 
which  they  throw  into  a  variety  of  different  forms,  great  and 
fmall  buckles,  high  and  low  foretops,  fometimes  plaited  up 
behind,  at  other  times  flowing  in  wanton  ringlets  down  the 
©eck ;  but  jgcnerally  divided  on  the  crown  of  th*  head,  by 
which  means,  the  curls  are  brought  into  exaft  order  and 
form.    Some  anoint  it  with  a  kind  of  oil  they  exprela  or 
roaft  out  of  oil  nuts,  whence  it  lofe^  its  black  colour^  and  in 
procefs  of  time  turns  to  a  beautiful  but  unbecoming  green, 
or  yellow,  of  which  they  are  fond  ®. 
Marri"         The  men  marry  as  many  women  as  their  circumflanccs 
^i^s.         will  permit,  the  laws  limiting  them  to  no  determinate  num- 
ber.    They  have  fcarce  any  nuptial  ceremonies,  and  indeed 
the  rite  is  fo  frequent,  that  it  muft  diminifti  its  folcmnity. 
The  only  circumftance  in  which  it  differs  from  a  common 
aflembly  of  friends,  is,  the  elegance  and  profufion  of  the  en- 
tertainment.    Nyendael  indeed  relates  the  prOccfs  of  court* 
(hip  in  the  following  manner  :  If  a  man  loves  a  virgin,  he 
difcovers  his  paflion  to  the  moft  confiderable  perfbn  .  among 
his  relations,  who  proceeds  to  the  virgin's  houfe,  and  demanc^ 
her  of  her  friends.    If  fhe  be  not  already  engaged,  he  feldoni 
meets  with  a  repulfe.     As  foon  as  the  confent  of  the  parents 
is  obtained,  the  match  goes  on,  and  the  bridegroom  prefents 
his  future  bride  with  a  fuit  of  clothes,  bracelets,  rings,  and 
necklace,  proportioned  to  the  degree  of  his  affeftioa  and 
wealth.     After  having  treated  the  relations  on  both  fides 
.with  a  handfome  coUadon,  the  marriage  is  ended,  and  con- 

«  NyBNDAEi.,  p.  490; 

8      '  firmed 


Digitized 


by  Google 


firmed  without  any  other  ceremony.     Nyendael  adds,  that 
this  cnteruhiment  is  ijot  g^v^a  to  the  friends  afTembied  into 
'  one  company,  but  that  each  has  bis  fliare.  fent  home  to  hi» 
hotife  ^. 

The  natives  are  jealous  of  each  other  to  a  degree  of  mad-\7^«^<'^  of 
»efs,  but  never  take  offence  at  any  liberties  taken  with  their '^^  ^w»* 
wives  by  EuropeanSy  deeming  it  impoffible  that  the  tafte  of 
the  women  fhould  be  fo  depraved  as  to  grant  unbecomirtgf 
favours  to  a  white  man.     Among  the  people  of  fafliion  the 
%vomcn  here  live  after  the  manner  of  the  Eaftern  nations, 
cooped  up  from  all  converfation  with  the  males  of  their  own* 
compldxion  and  features  ;  but  treated  other  wife  with  great 
tendernefs,  in  order  to  alleviate  the  misfortune  of*  the  lofs  of 
liberty.     If  the  rtiafter  of  the  houfe  receives  a  vifit  from  any  RefpeBfir 
of  his  acquaintance,  his  wife  immediately  retires,  unlefs  the  the  Euro- 
ftranger  prove  an  European,  in  which  cafe  they  are  defired  peans, 
to  remain  in  their  feats.     They  ufe  every  female  artifice  to 
engage  the  affedliois  of  theirhufbands,  knowing  how  much 
their  happir.efs  depends  upon  his  will  g. 

Adulter?,  an-.^  every  violation  of  the  marriage  bed..  nPuniJh" 
punifhed   in  three  dr.^  lent   ways.      If,    among  the  lower  ment  of 
cjafs  of  people,  a  h  ubnad  fufpefts  the  fidelity  of  his  wife,  adultery. 
he  tries  every  meihod   to  furprife  her  m,  the  faft,  without 
which  he  has  no  power  of  inflicting  any  other  punifhment 
than  ill  ufage.    If  he  fucceeds  in  detefting  the  intrigue,  he. 
becomes  immediately  poflcfTed  of  all  the  ^ftate  real  and  per- 
fonal  of  the  gallant,  which  he  may  from  that  inftant  feize, 
occupy,  and  enjoy,  as  his  own.     The  ofFdnding  wife  is  dif-    ' 
ciplined  with  a  cud^^el,  driven  out  of  the  houfe,  and  left  to 
feck  her. fortune,  which  commonly  ends  in  mifery,  few  per- 
fons  chufing  to  receive  her  into  their  houfes,  and  fewer  ftiU 
to  marry  the  woman  who  has  fo  grofly  violated  her  faith. 
The  method  ufually  praftifed  in  fuch  cafes  is,  to  retire  into 
a  country  where  th^y  are  not  known :  here  they  either  pafs 
for  widows,  and  watch  for  a  fecond  opportunity  of  matri- 
mony, or  elfe  enter  upon  trade,  or  fubfift  by  labour.    Among 
perfons  of  condition,  the  crime  is  atoned  for  by  a  fum  of 
money,  which  the  relations  of  the  wife  advance,  in  order  to  ' 
avoid  the  fcandal  annexed  to  adultery.     After  this,  flie  pafles 
with  the  huCband,  and  all  her  acquaintance,  for  a  woman  of 
virtue,  proportioned  to  the  money  received  by  the  hufband. 
As  to  the  governors  and  Ares  de  Roe,  they  punifh  this  crime 
with  the  utmoft  feverity.     Both  the  woman  and  gallant  are 

'  Artus,  T.  ii.  P,  vi.  p.  1 14.  8  Ibid,  etiam  Ny- 
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immediately  put  to  death,  if  they  are  taken  in  the  faft ; 
their  bodies  are  thrown  upon  dunghils,  a  prey  to  the  birds 
of  the  air  and  bealis  of  the  field,  without  procefs  of  law,  ♦ 
or  form  of  tryal.  From  the  feverity  of  the  punifhment  it  is 
that  the  violation  of  the  marriage  bed  is  lefs  known  In  Benin 
than  in  any  other  country.  Men  are  deterred  froiii  indulging 
themfelves  in  a  paiTion  attended  with  fuch  ruinous  and  fatal 
confequences  ^\ 

In  general  the  negroes  of  this  country  are  libidinous,  and 
much  addifted  to  veiiery,  which  they  afcribe  to  the  free  ufe 
of  Pardon  wine,  and  good  eating.  This,  however,  is  an 
obfervation  which  will  hold  not  only  in  Benin^  but  in  aimoil 
Modeftand^Xl  warm  climates.  Their  converfatjon  is  pure,  and  free 
(hafii  dif'  from  all  obfcenity ;  the  rites  of  love  they4iold  as  facred,  to 
be  fpoken  of  only  in  places  deftined  for  that  purpofe,  in  re- 
treats, and  in  a  manner  neither  to  offend  the  eye  nor  ear ; 
yet  the  delicate  hint,  the  well-wrapped  double-entendre,  is  fo 
far  from  being  prohibited,  that  the  perfon  poflefled  of  this 
talent  paffes.for  the  firft  of  wits.  Hence  it  is  that  converfa- 
tion  is  continually  enlivened  with  well  contrived  fables,  and 
chafte  fimiles,  tending  however  to  this  point.  The  pregnant 
wife  is  forbid  the  carefles  of  her  hufband  till  after  deliver}'. 
If  the  infant  proves  a  male,  it  is  prefented  to  the  king,  as 
properly  and  of  right  belonging  to  him ;  bi^t  the  females  are 
the  property  of  the  father,  are  intirely  under  his  power,  live 
with  him  till  marriage,  and  in  this  arc  wholly  direfted  by  his 

Willi. 

CbiUren        About  a  fortnight  after  birth  both  males  and  females  arc 
iircnm-      circumcifed,  the  former  by  the  lofs  of  the  pra&putium,  the 
^i/^^*         latter  of  the  clitoris ;  a  cuftom  that  prevailed  among  moft 
primitive  nations,  though  it  might  be  difficult  to  affign  the 
caufe.    The  infants  have,  befides,  fmall  incifions  made,  in  a 
manner  exprcffive  of  certain  figure^,  all  over  their  bodies. 
The  females  are  more  tortured  with  thofe  unnatural  orna- 
ments than  the  males,  and  both  at  the  pleafure  of  the  pa- 
rent.    When  the  infant  is  feven  days  old,  the  parents,  ima* 
gining  that  now  it  has  efcaped  the  greateft  danger,  give  an 
entertainment,  and,  to  appeafe  evil  fpirits  from  doing  them 
an  injury,  they  ftrew  the  roads  with  their  beft  provifions  and 
wines  ^. 
fwMsri'^     When  a  woman  bears  two  children  at   a  birth,    it  is 
pHtedhap"  deemed  a  happy  omen ;  the  king  is  made  acquainted  with 
py  omens    it,  and  public  rejoicings  are  ordered  to  be  kept,  which  they 


tf/  Benin. 


*»  Nyendael,  p.  452. 
loc.  cicat. 
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cxprcfs  by  a  variety  of  wretched  mufic/ vocal  and  inftni- 
mental.     As  the  tafk  of  fuckling  both  children  is  efteemed 
too  difficult  for  the  mother,  the  father  by  law  is  obliged  to 
look  out  for  a  nurfe,  who  has  loft  her  own  child  ;  and  that 
no  advantage  may  be  taken  of  his  circumftances,  her  price  is 
rated  by  authority  \.     At  Areho  only,  twin  births  are  reputed  ^ww  and 
a  bad  omen,  and  attended  with  great  grief  to  the  unhappy  ™'''  **^" 
parents.     Here  they  aftually  treat  the  mother  with  the  ut-  ^   '^^  ^' 
moft  barbarity,  killing  both  her  and  the  children,  and  facri-  ]^^^  ^ ' 
ficing  them  to  a  certain  demon  which  they  are  firmly  per-  * 

fuaded  haunts  the  village.  If  the  buftjand  happens  to  be 
uncommonly  fond  of  his  wife,  he  purchafes  her  life,  and 
facrifices  in  her  ftcad  a  female  flave ;  but  the  children,  with- 
out poffibility  of  redemption,  are  the  atoning  offering  which 
this  cruel  and  favage  law  requires  (A).  Such  an  impreflion 
have  thofe  difmal  events  made  upon  the  men  in  general,  that 
thofe  whofe  circumftances  are  able  to  fupport  the  expence, 
ufually  fend  their  wives  to  be  delivered  in  another  country  % 
whence  it  is  probable  that  this  more  than  favage  cuftom  will 
one  day  be  abbliflied.  The  wood  fuppofed  to  be  frequented 
by  this  evil  fpirit  is  kept  fo  facred,  that  no  foreign  negro  of 
either  fex  is  permitted  to  enter  it.  If  a  native  of  Arebo  ac- 
cidentally falls  into  any  path  leading  to  this  wood,  he  is 
obliged,  however  preffing  hisbufinefs  may  be,  to  p^rfue  it 
to  the  end  without  looking  back ;  the  violation  of  which 
cuftom,  or  of  that  other  cruel  one  of  murdering  their  wives 

^  Nyknd.  p.  453. 

(  A )  Nyendael  relates,  that  he  was  forced  to  facrifice  with 
when  he  refided,  A.  1699,  in  his  own  hands,  by  rcafon  of 
Beniriy  a  merchant's  wife  was  bis  facerdotal  fundion.  No*  . 
delivered  of  twins.  He  re-  thing  could  be  more  moving 
deemed  the  mother  by  the  fa-  than  to  fee  a  heart  capable  of 
crifice  of  a  female  Have,  but  the  emotions  of  pity,  and  pa- 
put  the  children  to  death.  Ny-  rental  tendcrnefs,  compellefi  by 
€ndael  had  afterwards  frequent  inhuman  cuflom  to  perform 
opportunidesofconverfingwith  rites  the  moft  abominable  and 
the  unhappy  woman,  who  could  favage.  The  afHidion  of  the 
never  bear  the  fight  of  a  child,  poor  man  was  extreme,  and 
it  always  exciting  the  melan-  plainly  ftiewed,  that  neither  ha- 
choly  reflexion  of  the  unme-  bit,  the  diftates  of  blind  fuper- 
rited  fate  of  her  own  litde  in-  ftition,  nor  even  the  warmeft 
nocents.  The  following  year  zeal-for  duty  and  religion,  could 
a  prieft's  wife  was  delivered  of  fupprefs  the  cries  of  nature,  and 
two  children,  which,  with  a  the  tender  feelings  of  huma-  ' 
ilavc  in  the  room  of  his  wife,  nity. 
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and  children,  they  believe  will  be  attended  with  a  plagac, 
famine,  or  fome  public  calamity.     Notwithftanding  this  ri-« 
vetted  fiiperflition,  NycnJael  fays,  that  he  has  frequently  gone 
a  fhootirg  here ;  and,  to  ridicule  their  ftupid  credulity,  has 
frt^]uently  turii?-d  back  before  he  proceeded  half  ^-ay  in  the 
tiac'v  kaviing  to  the  wood.     At  firft  they  imagined  he  would 
iLiL.utly  fail  down  dead,  or  be  feized  with  fome  violent  dif- 
order  ;   but  perceiving  tliat  no  bad  confequences  followed 
his   bolJnefs,    their   faith  was   fofne^vhat  ftaggcred.      The 
rognifh  pricfts,    however,   dtftroyed  all  his  eiidearours  by 
tlu  ir  artful  filvoes  and  fubterfuges  ;  affirming,  that  no  infer- 
ence could  be  drawn  from  the  praftice  of  a  white  man,  their 
god  not  taking  any  concern  about  him  ;  and  that  if  a  ne- 
gro were  to  attempt  the  fame  thing,  the  confequence  would 
moft  certainly  be  fatal «». 
The  njoo-        No  women  upon  earth  are  more  prolific  than  the  females 
men  fruit'  cf  this  country.     Here  a  barren  woman  is  as  rare  as  con* 
ful  at         temptible,  the  greateft  ignominy  being  affixed  to  this  infir- 
Benin..      mity  ;  while  a  fruitful  woman  is  held  in  the  utmoft  efteem 
Menftruoui  ^"^  adoration.     Menftruous  vomen  are  deemed  unclean  j 
iKomen       they  are  prohibited  from  entering  their  hufbands  apartment, 
eftcemed      touching  any  thing  belonging  to  his  drefs  or  diet,  and  even 
umiiJLtiy      from  cleaning  the  houfe ;  nay,  they  are  frequently  obliged 
and  the  re-  to  quit  the  houfe,  and  live  folitary  and  deferted  in  another 
ftnthons     ^^  fome  diftance,  during  this  period  ;  after  which,  and  bath- 
upQfi  them,  jj^g^  ^^  ^j.g  jjg,^-j^  reftored  to  their  former  privileges.     If 
they  are  interrogated  concerning  the  origin  pf  circumcifion, 
and  this  opinion,  that  women,  during  their  Catamenia,  are 
unclean  ;  they  aufwer,  that  thofe  cuftoms  were  handed  down 
to  them  traditionally  from  their  anceftors  «,  yet  are  they  K- 
gotted  in  both  as  if  they  were  fupported  by  reafon  and  the 
lights  of  nature  and  revelation. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom  of  Benin  feem  lefs  afraid 

of  death  than  the  other  natives  of  the  fame  coaft.     They 

are  not  terrified  at  its  approach,  afcribing  the  duration  of 

life  to  the  gods ;  yet  they  ufe  the  proper  mearfs  to  prolong 

Tie  me-      it.     Their  firft  refource,  upon  their  being  feized  with  any 

tlod  cf      diforder,  is  the  prieft,  who  here,  as  in  feveral  other  barba- 

treating      rous  Countries,  performs  the  office  of  phyfician.     He  firft 

the  Jickat  applies  fome  green  herbs  of  certain  qualities  ;  if*  thefe  prove 

Benm.       laeffeftual,  he  has  rccourfe  to  facrifices,  and  appeafing  the 

Pf/^j  the  g(jjj^     q  j^g  fpeedy  cure  of  the  patient  greatly  augments  th« 

fhjjtaans.  reputation  of  the  prieft ;  but  if  he  recovers  flowly,  he  is 

difmifled,  and  another  called.   .  If,  after  all  endeavours,  the 

»  Artus,'1oc*  citat.  »  NTEjiDAiL,  p.  456. 
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patient  die»,  they  are  never  at  a  lofs,  any  more  than  in  Eu*  ^ 

rop€y  for  reaifcws  in  defence  <rf  their  mal-pra<Si:ice.  Not» 
withftanding  this  great  confidence^  in .  their  pricfts^  little  is 
dooe'  for  them  \  they  commonly  ^re  rich  only  in  fame ;  the 
gratitiKie  of  the  patient  continuing  no  longer  than  the  dif- 
cafe,  aafid  the  facrifices  being  ofered  at  the  expence  of  the 
|»ridt,    which  frequently  amount  to  more  than  his  fee  <*.  ' 

When  any  perfbn  dies,  the  body  is  waftied  caiefully.     The  Deaths 
natbes  of  Benin ^  who  breathe  their  laft  in  any  of  the  oth^  ^«^  ^«- 
provinces  of  the  kingdom,    arc   brought  with  the  utmoft  ^^^^^^ 
oautioB  to  the  place  of  their  birth^  the  body  being  firfl: 
.dried  over  a  flow  fire,  .then  pxit  into  a  clofe  cofSn,  and 
fweeteaed  with  aromarics.     As  it  frequently  happens  that  a 
conveyance  does  not  ofiJir  for  years,  the  body  all  this  while, 
•tenjains  unbnried,  nor  can  the  funeral  rites  he  performed  with 
prcpricty  but  in  their  native  foil.     The  neareft  relaftions  of 
the  deccafed  exprefs  their  grief  after  various  fafhions  :  fome 
■fl^ave  their  hair,  others  their  beards,  and  others  but  half  of 
citlter.    The  public  mourning  is  ufualiy  limited  to  the  tcrni 
of  fourteen  or  fifteen  days,     Tlieir  plaints  and  lamentations 
are  accommodated  to  the  founds  of  certain  mufical  inftru- 
inents,    with  long  inliermediate  flops^   during  which  they 
quaff  liberally  their  Pardon  wine.     When  the  laft  obfequiei 
are  performed,  ev^ery  man  retires  to  his  own  home,  wh^re  / 
the  neareil  relations,  who  continue  in  maurning,  bewail  the  -  > 

deceafed  in  this  manner,  at  Hated  periods,  fbr  the  time 
Kmiced  by  cuftom.  Huifoands  and  pai-ents  generally  prolong 
thdr  mourning  to  three  or  four  months  p»- 

When  a  king  dies,  his-  funeral  obfequies  are  performed  Cujhms 
^ith  fome  very  extraordinary  ceremonies.     A  well  is  dug  be-  ohfer^uedat 
fore  the  pala,ce,  fo  deep,  that  the  workmen  are  often  fuffb-  the  laft  cb- 
cated  in  th^  pit  themfelves  have  made.     It  is  fo  narrow  at  th&M^^^^  f 
top,  that  a  ftone  of  five  feet  in  length  and  three  feet  'm^^.^-^^^S' 
breadth  will  conveniently  cover  it.;  but  ifs  dimeafions  at  the 
bottom  are  very  confiderabie.     Here  the  body  of  the  king 
is  firft  laid,  in  the   prefence  of  a  prodigious  concourfe  of 
people  of  both  fexes,  all  of  whom  contend  for  the  honour 
•pf  being  buried  with  him.     Such  as  are  chofen  for  tliis  higli 
dignity  are  put  in  with  him,  and  the  grave  inclofed  by  a 
fl:one,     Nexi  morning  the  nobles  return,  and,  removing  the 
ftone,  dip  their  heads  in  the  water  with  which  the  pit  is  ge- 
•  nerally  filled,  and  afk  the'^perfons  buried  with  the  king,  whc- 
.  ^her  they  have  met  with  their  rorj^al  mafter.     If  tliey  make 
any  reply,  the  flone  is  again  put  in  its  former  place,  ar.d 

9  ]^yEN£)^E;.,  p.  456.        P  Artus  et  Nyend.  ubifup. 
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they  return  next  day  to  the  fame  ceremony ;  othcrwife,  they 
conclude  that  they  have  met  with  the  king,  and  are  now 
attending  him  in  his  flight  to  eternity ;  upon  which  the  fo- 
leranity  is  ciofed,  and  the  rites  duly  performed  ^.     Hence  we 
may  naturally  infer,  that  they  have  an  idea,  however  grofs, 
of  futurity,  and  that  the  foul  or  fpirit  exifts  either  with  or 
without  the  body.     Barbot  adds,  that  the  ceremony  bdng 
ended,  the  firft  minifier,  or  one  of  the  three  great  lords,  go 
to  the  king's  fucceflbr,  who  then  comes  to  the  grave,  and, 
examining  into  the  truth  of  the  report,  orders  the  tomb-ftooe 
to  be  laid,  and  upon  it  a  banquet  of  the  moft  delicate  wines 
and  fweetmeats.     Every  one  eats  and  drinks  heartily  till 
night,  when  the  mob,  intoxicated  with  liquor,  run  about  the 
fireets,  committing  the  wildeft  cxcedes  and  riots.     They  put 
every  one  to  death  that  obftruAs  them,  men,  women,  chil* 
drcn,  and  brute  animals,  cutting  off  their  heads,  which  they 
carry  to  the  royal  fepulchre,  and  throw  in  as  offerings  to  the 
deceafed  king,  together  with  all  the  clothes  and  efl^s  of 
thofe  perfons  they  have  facrificed  to  his  manes '.  Yet,  amidft 
thefe  barbarous  and  cruel  cuAoms,  the  kingdom  of  Benin  is 
governed  by  laws  which  breathe  nothing  but  humanity,  and 
iympathy  for  misfortune  and  dillrefs  ;  witnefs  their  laws  in 
favour  of  the  poor. 
fbi  right       The  right  of  inheritance  devolves  in  the  following  man- 
§finbnit*  ner:  When  a  perfon  of  condition  dies,  the  cldeft  fon  fuc- 
4Uice.         ceeds  as  fole  heir,  but  prefents  a  ilave  by  way  of  heriot  or 
tribute  to  the  king,  and  another  to  the  three  great  lords, 
with  a  petition  that  he  may  fuccecd  to  his  father's  eflate. 
The  king  grants  his  requeft,  and  he  is  acccn-dingly  declared 
lawful  hehr  to  his  father.      The  fortunes  of  the  younger 
children  depend  intirely  on  his  pleafure  ;  but  the  widow  has 
by  law  a  jointure  proportioned  to  the  eftate,  and  her  rank 
and  quality.     His  father's  other  wives  the  fon  takes  home, 
and,  if  he  pleafes,  ufes  them  in  the  fame  capacity,  his  father 
did.  Thofe,  however,  of  them,  whofe  charms  have  no  power 
of  attradling  him,  he  fets,  with  their  children,  to  work,  in 
order  to  fupport  themfclves  with  credit,  and  little  expcnce 
to  him.     The  next  akin  fucceeds  to  the  efiefts  of  the  de- 
ceafed •  but,  in  failure  of  heirs  male,  the  king  inherits «. 
Ttinifi-  The  piunifliment  of  crimes  is  regulated  in  this  manner: 

m^nt  of     If  a  thief  is  taken  in  the  faft,  he  is  forced  to  make  reftitu- 
^  tion,  and  is  befides  mulfted,  if  he  happens  to  be  rich ;  but 
if  poor,  he  is  beaten.    If  the  robbery  is  committed  upon  a 

\  NrEND.  p.  460.  »  Bareot,  p.  139.         »  Nyend. 
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public  officer,  the  ©fFender  is  punifhed  with  death.  How- 
ever, the  crimes  of  burglary  and  robbery  feldom.  occur  in 
this  country.  Murder  is  ftill  lefs  frequent :  whoever  kills  a 
man,  is  puniflied  with  death ;  but  if  tlie  murderer  be  the 
king's  fon,  or  fome  other  confiderable  perfon,  he  is  banifhed  to 
the  extremity  of  the  realm,  and  conveyed  to  the  deftined  place 
under  a  ftrong  guard.  None  of  them  being  ever  afterwards 
heard  of,  it  is  concluded  the  guard  has  carried  them  to  the 
Elyjian  fields,  and  thc'manfions  of , the  dead.  If  a  perfon 
dies  of  an  accidental  blow,  his  death  is  not  deemed  violent, 
Tjnlefs  blood  appears ;  and  the  offence  is  bought  off  by  bu- 
rying the  dead  with  decency,  and  then  facrificing  a  flave  to 
appeafe  his  ghoft.  This  atoning  flave  the  offender  touches 
>ffith  his  forehead  upon  his  bended  knees,  in  which  pofture 
he  remains  till  the  flave  is  dead,  and  the  facrifice  duly  per- 
formed. After^vards  he  pays  a  funi,  proportioned  to  his 
clrcumftanccs,  to  the  three  great  lords ;  \vihich  done,  he  ob- 
tains his  freedom,  and  the  friends  of  the  deceafed  reftfatif- 
fied  that  he  has  fulfilled  the  law.  Every  other  crime,  except 
adultery,  may  be  atoned  for  with  money;  where  that  is 
wanting,  corporal  punifliment  muft  fupply  the  deficiency^. 

When  a  crime  is  doubtful,  and  the  accufation  not  clearly  Four  trn* 
proved,  the  method  of  purgation  is  praftifed  in  five  different  thods  of 
ways,  four  of  which  are  admitted  in  trivial  offences  and /*"X'«^  ^^^ 
civil  caufes,  and  the  fifth  in  capital  cafes,  fuch  as  treafon,  and  ^jf^^^^g 
crimes  of  a  dark  and  deep  complexion.     In  the  firft  method  ^'^^^fi/'^'f^ 
of  purgation,  the  accufed  is  carried  before  a  prieft,   who  ^'y/'^'T' 
pierces  his  tongue  with  a  cock's  feather  well  greafed.     If  it  ^   ^ 
pafles  eafily  through,  the  perfon  accufed  is  innocent,  and  the 
wound  will  foonclofe  up  and  heal  without  pain.     Should  he 
prove  guilty,  the  quill  remains  fixed  in  his  tongue,  the  wound 
cankers,  and  the  accufed  becomes  the  fport  and  derifion  of 
the  people.     In  the  fecond  method  of  tryal,  the  prieft  takes 
an  oblong  piece  of  turf,  in  which  he  fl:icks  feven  or  eight 
fmall  quills.     Thefe  the  accufed  draws  out  one  by  one  :  if 
they  come  out  freely,  he  is  acquitted,  and  his  innocence  un- 
tainted ;  otherwife  he  is  coavi6led  of  the  crime,  and  fubjeft 
to  the  penalty.     The  third  method  of  purgation  is  no  lefs' 
extraordinary.     The  juice  of  certain  green  herbs  is  injected 
into  the  eye  of  the  fufpefted  perfon.     If  the  eye  becomes  red 
and  inflamed,  he  is  pronounced  guilty  ;  otherwife  his  inno- 
cence is  as  clear  as  the  funfliinc.     For  the  fourth  trial,  the 
prieft  ftrokes  over  the  tongue  of  the  prifoner  three  times 
with  an  ignited  copper  bracelet,  sind  he  is  deemed  innocent 
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.or  guilty  accorfing  to  its  efFefts.  His  efcapLng  without  ^ 
blifter  is  a  certain  criterion  6i  purity,  ^nd  the  contrary  as 
fure  a  proof  of  his  guilt ;  a  method  of  purgation  fimilar  to 
the  ordeal  in  England,  and  other  European  kingdoms.  The 
^fth  kiud  of  tryal,  which  is  taken  only  by  pcrfpps  of  raak;, 
happens  but  feldom.  Here  the  accufed  is  carried  by  the 
king's  order  to  a  certain  river,  whofe  waters  have  the  extra.- 
ordinary  quality  of  gently  wafdng^the  innocent  plunged  in 
.them  to  land,  whether  he  has  been  taught  to  fwim,  or  not. 
On  the  contrary,  the  guilty  nj£ver  fail  to  fink,  however  well 
they  may  be  {killed  in  this  art.  The  river,  which  before  was 
/calm,  immediately  becomes  turbulent  and  ruiBed  when  a 
guilty  perfon  is  thrown  in;  but  innocence  preferves  the  wa- 
ters in  their  former  tranquillity.  It  is  really  amazing,  that 
amoijg  nations  endowed  with  common  underfianding,  trials 
fo  ridiculous  and  abfurd  fhould  be  deemed  proofs  of  ianoi- 
pence  or  guilt ;  yet  wc  fee  how  prevalent  they  have  been  ii^ 
^11  countries,  as  if  folly  itfelf  hid  diftated  thofe  laws,  the 
moft  efTential  to  fociety,  to  happinefs,  and  the  dignity  of 
human  nature. 
fines  upon  THE  fines  charged  on  thefe  crimes  are  thus  divided  :  Pirft, 
crimes,  the  perfon  injured  by  theft  has  reflitution  made  hiin  either  by 
how  dif-  returning  the  goods  ftolen,  or  out  of  the  cffefts  of  the  cri? 
f^o/ed.  minal  j  the  governor,  next,  has  a  certain  proportion,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  fine  goes  to  the  three  great  lords.  As  for 
the  king,  he  has  no  (hare,  the  ipatter ; being  carefully  kept 
X  from  his  ear,  yet  do  ihe  great  lords  always  make  ufe  of  his 
pame.  If  they  are  diflTatisiied  with  the  divifion  made,  they 
fend  a  threatening  mefTage  to  the  governor,  acquainting  him 
with  the .  king's  indignation  at  the  fmall  proportion  of  the 
jBnc  allowed  him.  This  has  i\&  eiFeft,  and  never  fails  of 
.   doubling  the  fum  «.  . 

JtiHgioft.  As  to  the  religion  of  the  country,  it  is  fo  fraught  with 
good  fenfe  anfl  abfurdity,  that  we  are  at  a  lofs  how  to  defcribe 
it.  The  Fetiche,  of  which  we  (hall  fpeak  explicitly  in  an- 
other place,  is  worfhipped  here,  as  in  all  the  other  countries 
on  the  weftern  coaft  of  Jfrica.  They  take  every  thing  that 
feems  extraordinary  for  a  god,  and  make  offerings  to  it. 
Thefe,  however,  they  ccafider  in  a  fubaltcrn  capacity,  afting 
fLS  mediators  between  men  and  the  gr(fat  God,  of  whom  their 
Thei r ideas  l(iQ2LS  are  leis  grofs  and/imworthy.  To  God  they  afcribe 
of  God.  ^YiQ  attributes  of  omnifcience,  omniprefence,  omnipotence, 
aiid  inviubility.  They  believe  that  he  a(ftuates  every  thing, 
.aud  governs  the  world  by  his  providence.     As  he  is  inviJfiblCji 

c 
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it  would  be  aWurd,  they  think,  to  reprerent  hlia  under  a 
corporeal  form,  to  image  and  worfliip  what  we  never  fiw, 
^d  cam>ot  comprehend.  To  every  evil  they  give  the  name, 
of  devih<  hnagining,  that  an  evil-difpofed,  wicked,  and  ma- 
j^dous  fpirit,  prefides  over  all  that  is  bad.  This  being  thi^y 
worfliipout  of  fear,  andto'prevent  his  injuring  them.  The 
devil,  however,  is  not  reprefented  by  any  particular  figure  or 
image ;  he  exifts  wholly  in  the  mind,  and  the  fame  idol  is 
often  worfhipped  for  the  great  God  and  the  devil  *. 

AccoRPiNC  to  Dapper,  they  have  extremely  juft  notions 
of  God^s  fupremacy,  invifibility,  power,  wifdom,  and  good- 
nefs,  by  which  be  created  both  heaven  and  earth,  and  con- 
tinues tp  govern  them  according  to  his  profound  wifdom. 
This  Being  they  call  Oviffa^  and  think  it  unneceflary  to  ho-  - 
nour  hiia,  becaufehis  nature  is  good  and  benevolent;  where- 
as the  evil  fpirit  requires  conftant  v/orftiip  to  check  the  ma- 
ligaity  of  his  difpofition.  Nyendael\  account,  however,  dif- 
fers from  this,  he  aflerting  thjjt  both  fpirits  are  worfhipp^cf 
by  facrifices  and  offerings.  *,     ^ 

The  natives  of  Benin  believe  firmly  in  apparitions,  a;id  ^heir  he* 
that  the  ghofts  of  their  deceafed  anceilors  walk  the  earth  un-  ^iff  in  ' 
feen.  They  chiefly  appear  to  them  in  their  fleep,  to  warn^^^-^- 
them  of  fome  danger,  which  tht^y  ar^  to  obviate  by  facrifices. 
As  foon  as  day  arrives,  they  never  tail  of  complying  with  the 
fpirit 's  fugg^ftion.  They  make  pfferlngs,  and,  if  their  cir- 
cmnftances  are  low,  they  will  even  borrow  to  enable  them  to 
perform  that  holy  rite.  Thofe  offerings  are  generally  of  no 
very  high  value, .  conilfting  only  of  yams  mixed  with  oil^ 
which  they  place  before  the  idol.  Sometimes  they  facrifice 
a  cock,  the  blood  is  fpilt  for  the  Fetiche,  but  the  fowl  is  kept 
for  their  own  ufc.  Annual  facrifices  are  performed  with  alt 
imaginable  pomp  by  the  great ;  for  thefe,  they  flaughter  great 
numbers  of  iheep,  oxen,  cows,  and  all  kinds  of  cattle.  All 
their  friends  are  invited  to  the  feftival,  which  generally  con- 
tinues for  feveral  days,  and  ends  in  diftributing  valuable  pre- 
fenrs  to  the  guefls  y. 

The  negroes  of  i?m/2  place  the  feat  of  their  blifs  or  mi-  <rheir  no- 
fery  in  the  fea.     The  fhadow  of  a  nian  they  look  upon  as  a  tions  offu* 
real  cxiftence,  which  will  one  day  give  teflimony  of  their /«rd.Myr'' 
good  and  evil  aftions.     This  appearance  they  call  Pajfadoor,  andmiferj* 
and  bribe  it  by  offerings  and  facrifices,  fince  by  its  evidence^     * 
they  are  raifed  to  the  higheft  dignity  and  pleafures  of  para- 
dife,  or  funk  into  the  lowefi:  abyf*  of  wretchednefs,  where 
they  per ifti*  through  hunger  and  poverty 

\  NyjNDAgL,  p.  413.  y  Artus,  loc.  ult.  citat. 
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Thtirpro*    '  All  their  houfes  are  fo  crammed  with  idols,  that  it  is 
ifigious       difficult  to  find  a  vacant  fpot ;  but  they  have  alfo  particular 
numhirof  huts,  or  little  temples,  appropriated  to  the  refidence'of  their 
idol^^  and  g^^jg^     fj^re  it  is  they  receive  the  offerings  of  their  votaries. 
regard  for  'pheir  priefts  pretend  to  a  familiarity  with  the  devil,  and  the 
frtejtM.       ^^^  ^j.  pgjjgtrafing  into  futurity  by  means  of  a  pot  pierced 
at  the  bottom  in  three  different  places,  from  which  they  ex- 
traft  a  difmal  noife,  the  oracle  or  their  feigned  correfpondent, 
which  they  interf)ret  as  they  plc.ife.     Nyendael  alleges,  that 
every  man  is  hisbwnprieft;  but  this  not  only  contradifts 
what  he  affirms  in  another  place,  but  runs  counter  to  the 
affertions  of  Barhot  and  the  beft  authorities.     Nothing,  ac- 
cording to  ^^r^(?f,  is  undertaken  without  confulting  thcjfa- 
cerdotal  oracle ;   however,    the  prieft  is  limited  to  private 
affairs ;  if  he  meddles  with  politics,  and  utters  oracles  that 
affeft  the  ftate,  he  is  puniflied  with  death.     The  priefts  of 
the  provinces  are  Ukcwife  prohibited,  under  fevere  penalties, 
from  entering  the  capital ;  but  no  writer  explains  the  reafoa 
of  a  law  fo  whimfical.    , 
7hi  great       The  grand  or  high  prieft  of  LoebOy  a  town  fituatcd'on  the 
fonver  of   mouth  of  the  river  Formofa,  is  efpecially  famous  for  his  pro- 
the  high     found  fkill  in  magic.     All  the  natives,  the  king  not  except- 
prteft  of    gj^  believe  that  his  powc^j  extends  over  fea  and  air  ;-  that 
L.oebo.      j^g  ^^^  forefee  or  prevent  the  arrival  of  ftiips,  ftiipwrecks, 
and  innumerable  other  events  of  importance.     His  majefty  of 
Benin,  ftruck  with  the  miracles  he  had  performed,  compli- 
mented him  with  the  town  of  Loebo,  and  all  its  dependencies. 
He  is  confidered  as  the  head  of  the  priefthood,  and  fo  re- 
fpefted,  that  no  one  approaches  him  without  trembling ;  nay, 
the  royal  ambaffadors  prefume  not  to  touch  his  hand  without 
leave,  and  tokens  of  the  greateft  veneration  and  awe  *. 
This  is  not  the  only  fuperftition  to  which  the  natives  of 
.    Benin  are  addifted.     j^rtiis  relates,  that  they  ftand  Jn  pro- 
found dread  of  a  certain  blackbird  which  they  worfhip,  and 
are  prohibited  to  kill,  under  pain  of  death.     This  bird  has 
priefts  appointed  to  attend  him,  to  feed  him,  and  to  worihip 
him  in  the  mountains,  which  are  confecrated  to  his  ufe. 
The  di<vi'  '     The  Benians  divide  time  into  years,  months,  weeks,  and 
Jion  of       days,  each  divifion  diftinguifhed  by  its  proper  term  or  ap- 
•  time  at      pellation.     The  year  is  compofed  of  four  months,  and  the 
Benin.       fabbath,  or  day  of  repofe,  returns  every  fifth  day,  which  is 
celebrated  as  a  feftival  with  facrifices,  offerings,  and  enter- 
tainments.    They  have  befides  a  great  number  of  other  days 
confecrated  to  the  purpofes  of  religion;  and  particularly  one 

»  Nyend.  p.  433. 
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annual  feaft  in  memory  of  their  anceftors.     Dapper  affirms,  A  harha- 
that,  in  this  nation,  they  facrifice  not  only  a  great  variety  of  rous  cufi§m 
brutes,  but  offer  likewife  a  number  of  human  viftims.   Thefe  ^^fiP* 
confift  ufually  of  condemned  criminals,    refcrved  for  this  **'^* 
purpofe;  and  cuftom  renders  it  necefTary  that  twenty-five 
fhould  be  facrificed  to  complete  the  ceremony.     If  the  cri- 
minals fliould  fall  fhort  of  this  number,  the  king's  officers 
are  ordered  to  run  about  the  ftreets  of  Benin  in  the  night,  and 
to  feize  indifcriminately  all  thofe  who  are  met  in  the  dark.  A 
ray  of  light  will  fave  their  lives.     The  rich  h^ve  the  liberty 
of  redeeming  thefnfelres  and  their  (laves,  on  condition  that 
they  provide  other  facrifices ;  but  the  poor  die  without  pity 
or  remorfe  in  the  fpeftators.     This  method  of  feizing  by  ac- 
cident turns  out  to  the  great  emolument  of  the  priefts,  who 
receive  the  price  of  redemption  *.     They  frequently  deceive 
the  people,  pretending  that  they  have  fecretly  facrificed  people 
whom  they  have  ranfomed ;  a  fraud  that  may  juftly  be  termed 
pious,  or  at  leaft  very  pardonable,  if  they  did  it  from  mo- 
tives of  virtue  and  humanity,  and  not  of  gain. 

But  the  greatefVfeflival  held  at  Benin  is  that  annual  one  Anaeamiti 
called  the  Coral  Feafi,     This,  fays  Nyendael,  is  the  only  day  of  the  Co- 
in the  whole  year  in  which  the  king  appears  to  his  people.  ^^  Feaft, 
Artus^  however,  affirms  that  he  makes  two  other  procefTions  '^'^'^'^ 
through  the  city.     Here  it  is  that  he  appears  in  all  his  gran--^^.*^ 
deur,  marching  at  the  head  of  his  women,  who  often  exceed    ^*'*'   . 
fix  hundred,  of  the  moft  beautiful  that  can  be  found.     At 
the  Coral  Feqfi  he  comes  magnificently  drefled  to  the  fecond 
area  of  the  palace,  where  his  throne  is  placed  under  a  rich 
canopy.     All  about  him  are  ranged  his  women  and  officers  in- 
their  richeft  attire ;  after  which  the  proceffion  begins.     This 
part  of  the  ceremony  ended,  the  king  removes  from  his  throne 
to  facrifice  in  the  open  air  to  the  gods ;  an  afl;  of  piety  that 
is  followed  by  the  loud  fhouts  and  acclamations  of  the  people. 
Having  paid  his  devotions,  he  returns  to  his  throne,  and  re- 
mains there  till  all  his  people  have  likewife  difcharged  that  . 
duty.     After  which  he  retires  to  his  parricular  chamber,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  day  is  fpent  in  feafting  and  mirth.  The 
king  and  nobility  diftribute  wine  and  provifions  among  the 
people,    and  the  day.  ends  in  gluttony,  drunkeunefs,  and 
riot  •*. 

Dapper  defcribes  the  fucceffion  of  the  kings  of  Benin  after  fhe  lanas 
the  following  manner.  When  the  reigning  monarch  per-  regarding 
ccives  his  end  approaching,  he  calls  one  of  the  OnegwaSy  or  the  roytd 
three  great  lords,  and  imparts  to  him  which  of  his  fons  hQ/f^cejffion. 

»  AnTus,  T,  ii.  p.  vi.  p.  U7.  *  Ibid.  p.  117. 
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nommatcs  to  fill  the  throne,  with  an  injunftion,  nader  pa'm 

"of  death,  not  to  reveal  tlie  fecret  till  after  his  deceafe.     As 

.  foon  as  the  breath  has  departed  his  body,  the  Onegyja  takes 

into  his  own  cuftody  all  the  royal  jewels,  trcafare,  and  cf 

.fe£l&.    The  young  princes,  who  are  in  the  utmoft  oncertaxutf 

concerning  their  deHIny,  come  aad  do-  homage  to  the.  n»nir 

(ler,  as  the  arbiter  of  their  fate.     When  the  time  Kmked  by 

law  for  deiiring  a  fucceflbr  draws  near,  the  miaiila-  fends 

for  the  high  marlhal,  and  declares  to  him  the  laft  will  of  the 

tking,  v/iijch  the  other,  to  prevent  miftake,  repeats  fix  tunes; 

aftci  which  lie  returns  to  his  own  houfe  with  a  folenmity  ade* 

.  unate  to  the  importance  of  the  fecret  in  hit  poSeiSon.  Next 

day  the  minifter  orders  that  prince,  fcH"  whom  the  crown  s 

intended)  to  be  called,  and  dei>re$  him  to  intreat  the  m^r&al 

.  tQ  nominate  a  fucceflbr.     The  prince  obeys,  aad  (blicks  tbs 

jrequed  with  the  moU  fupplicating  air  and  mamier  pc^bk, 

Six  daj<s  elapfcy  during  which  th^  Onegwa  and  h^h  naarM 

are  concerting  the  neceffary  meafurcs  for  proclaioung  the  king. 

Whea  th.-  day  airivcs,  the  people  areaffemWed,  and  thehi^ 

martial,  taking  tlie  piince  by  the  hand,  names  him  fix  times, 

paujiagaicer  every  repetition,  and  afkingtbe  B^idifterifhehai 

made  any  miftake.     In  the  end  the  other  pi-inces  are  called, 

^  and,  in  a  kneeling  pofture,  are  acquainted  with  the  laft  will 

pf  their  father.  The  young  king  then  retiinas  thanks  to  die 
•  minifter  and  mai'Ihal  for  the  integrity  with  which  they  dif- 
charged  their  oiEce;  and  then  he  is  kaoiediateiy  iaveOed 
with  the  badges  of  royaltj,  and  receives  the  homage  and  at 
legiance  of  tlie  great  officers  and  noblesi  of  the  kingdom. 

'  This  ceremony  eadcd,  he  retires  to  the  town  of  Ofceboj  di- 

ftant  foaie  miles  from  B£mn,  to  refide  tliere  till  he  is  pcrfeftly 
inftrufled  in  the  art  of  government,  and  th«  duties,  of  a  king.< 
.  During  this  interval,  the  queen-mother,  the  Onegyt>a  intniAed 
with  the  king's  kft  will,  and  the  grand  marlhal,  hold  the 
reins  of  government,  and  poflefs  the  whole  power  aad  autha* 
^ity  of  majefty,  their  decrees  being  irrevocable  by  the  foe* 
cellbr,  without  their  own  confent.  The  yo\;tns  monarch, 
having  finifhed  his  ftudies,  quits  Qfcebo  under  tib^condudof 
.  the  high  marlhal,  and  takes  polTelf^on  of  the  palace  and  ea- 
llgns  of  royalty  at  B^nin.  Here  his  firft  care  is  to  murder  hi$ 
brothers,  and  fecure  his  tranquillity,  by  removing  every  riva^ 
to  the  crown.  Formerly  this  cruel  ufage  was  more  limited, 
one  of  the  family  being  generally  fayed  j  hut,thefia,  in  twq 
or  three  in  fiances,  having  raifed  d^lturbance^  in,  tj^e  king- 
dom,  were  the  occafion  of  introducing  a  general  maflacre  o( 
all  thofe  wlio  could  form  the  leaft  pretenfions  to  the  throne. 
The  bodies  of  the  princes  arc,  however,  interred  ,with  al| 
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imaginable  pomp ;  this  bloody  aft  being  looked  upon  as  a 
neceflary  facrifice  to  the  public  good  **.  ^ 

When  Nyendael  wzs  at  Benin,  in  "the  year  1702  (B),  heNyendad 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  and  converfing  with  the  then  introdzaed 
reigning  prince.     He  was  about  forty  years  of  age,  of  an  f^  *^^ 
open  countenance,  engaging   addrefs,  and  affable  manner,  ^%* 
Nyendael  flood  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  paces  from  him ;  but, 
that  he  might  6bferve  him  the  better,  defired  leave  to  ap- 
proach nearer  to  him.     The  king  fmiled  at  the  requeft,  and,' 
though  unufual,  ordered  the  Dutchman  to  be  gratified.    His 
majefty  beckoned  to  him,  and  he  came  within  eight  or  ten 
paces  of  the  throne,  in  prefence  only  of  the  three  Onegwas^ 
or  great  lords,  and  a  fierce-looking  foldier  with  a  drawn 
fword  in  his  hand.     He  then  prefented  the  monarch  with  a 
fine  fiik  night-gown ;  with  which,  he  was  afterwards  in- 
formed, he  was  highly  pleafed,  ahhough,  at  that  time,  he 
cxprefFed  no  marks  of  his  fatisfaftion,  as  it  was  brought  to 
him  covered;  the  ufual  method  of  making  prefents.    Before 
and  behind  the  prefents  feveral  negroes  march,  with  white 
ftaves  in  their  hands  ;  every  one  gets  out  of  the  way  in  the  '   . 

utmoft  hurry,  to  avoid  being  foimdly  beaten,  under  the  pre- 
.  tence  of  their  wanting  an  opportunity  of  poifoning  the  king's 
goods,  or  of  afTaflinating  him. 

The  revenues  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Benin  are  very  Revenues 
confiderable ;  every  governor  is  accountable  to  the  king  for  of  the 
a  certain  number  of  bags  of  bujisy  amounting  to  a  large  fum,  cro^n. 
The  inferior  officers  pay  their  taxes  in  cattle,  fowls,  cloth, 
and  other  commodities.     Thus  the  court  is  continually  fup- 
plied  with  all  kinds  of  neceflaries ;  the  overplus  is  fold,  and 
the  money  put  into  the  royal  coffers.     Certain  duties  arc  alfo 
laid  upon  foreign  trade,  befides  the  ;innual  taxes  paid  to  the 
governor  for  the  privilege  of  commerce,  which  amounts  to 
a  great  fum.     The  king  has  only  a  fixth  of  this  annual  pro* 
vincial  tax;    Notwithftanding  thofe  incumbrances  on  trade, 
the  Europeans  are  treated  with  the  higheft  diftinftion  and 
moft  profound  refpeft.     Dapper  reprefents  the  king  of  Be-  ^^"^i^.^  ^ 
nin  as  a  prince  fo  puifTant,  that,  in  one  day,  he  can  aflemble  '^^*'^*  ^ 
an  army  of  20,000  men,  and  in  a  few  days  more  than  of^j^ 

*  Dapper,  p.  122. 

(B)  We  are  unable  to  recbn-  his    prefence.      Perhaps    this 

cile  this  with  what  he  relates  in  menarck  might  have  exprelTed 

ftnotfaer  place  ;   *vi%,  that  all  his  defire  to  fee  a  white  mficn ;  a 

Europeans  are  prevented,  nay  fuppolition    not    incompatible 

even  excluded  from  approach-,  with    the    defpotifm    of    i^Ij 

ing  the  king,  or  coming  into  king. 
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100,000.     Hence  he  is  greatly  feared  and  refpefted  by  his 
neighbours.     While  his  general,  called  Occqffarry,  is  in  the 
field,  his  p^y  and  dignity  are  very  confideraole ;  but  he  has 
no  (hare  in  the  booty ;  all  goes  to  the  king.     So  ftrift  a  dif- 
cipline  is  maintained  among  the  trooj)s,  that  quitting  one's 
poft  for  a  minute,  without  leave,  is  punifhed  with  death. 
Their  ig-   Yet  Nyendael  alleges,  that  the  art  of  war  is  unknown  in  this 
norance  of  country  ;  and  that  the  want  of  courage  and  conduft  in  his 
the  art  of  armies  perpetually  expofes  the  king  to  the  incurfions  of  pi- 
'''^»         rates  and  robbers,  who  fpoil  and  deftroy  every  thing,  fome- 
times  to  the  very  gates  of  the  capital.     When  they  engage  in 
battle,  they  obferve,  fays  he,  neither  order  nor  difcipline  ; 
they  have  neither  generals  nor  ojfficers ;  all  are  a  cowardly  tu- 
multuous rabble.    ,  This  exprefsly  contradifts  jthe  aflertions  of 
ArtuSy  Dappery  and  Barbot ;  it  is  therefore  poffible  that  Ny^ 
endael  fpeaks  of  the  civil  war  we  have  mentioned,  in  which 
troops  of  all  kinds,    and  raw   undifciplined   militia,   were 
ufed  \ 
Arms  ufed      The  arms  ufed  by  the  Benidns  are  fwords,  poniards>  ja ve- 
il^ the  Be-  lins,  bows, ;  and  poifoned  arrows.     Every  foldier   has  his 
nians.        buckler,  compofcd  of  reeds,   and  of  confequence  fo  weak 
and  flight  ,as  to  afford  but  a  flender  defence.     The  nobles 
carry  into  the  field  a  fine  fcarlet  robe,  to  mark  their  quality. 
Others  make  ufe  of  a  more  convenient  ornament,  a  fuit  of 
armour  made  from  the  elephant's  hide,  a4orned  with  the 
teeth  and  claws  of  leopards,  and  the  head  covered  with  a 
helmet  of  the  fame  materials,  decorated  with  fcarlet  fringe 
and  binding,  to  which  is  fufpended  a  tail  reaching  down  to 
the  waift.     The  military  ftandards  and  colours  are  made  of  a 
fine  filk,  generally  red,  carried  in  front  and  center  of  each 
corps  and  divifion  of  the  army.     The  foldiers  likewife  wear 
fafhes  of  the  fame,  to  \Vhich  they  hang  their  fhields,  their 
only  defence  againft    the  poifoned  arrows  of  their    ene- 
mies *". 
Conchjtcn      These  are  all  the  particulars  of  thi$  extenfive  kingdom, 
of  the        which  we  have  upon  the  concurring  teftimony  of  authors.  As 
injhry  of  for  Other  particulars  related  by  Englijb,  French^  and  Portu- 
Benin.      guefe  mariners,  they  have  been  generally  refuted  by  Nyen- 
dael, and  indeed  by  each  other.     This  gentleman  frequently 
vifited  Benin,  refided  fix  months  at  a  time  there,  is  modeft 
in  his  account,  and  fpeaks  not  upon  hearfay,  but  from  his 
own  knowlege.    All  the  others  in  general  have  indulged  a 
•        wanton  and  luxuriant  imagination.     We  have  therefore  re- 
jeft^d  their  accounts,    excepting  where  they  unanimoufly 

•  P.  162.  f  Ibid,  ctiam  Dapper,  loc.  ult.  citat. 
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agree  in  their  aflertions ;  in  which  cafe  we  thought  they 
iilught'  reafonably  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  Nyendael,  and 
Ibmetimes  be  oppofed  to  his  relations,  in  cafes,  where  he 
would  fecm  to  be  mifinformed. 

SECT.    IL  / 

Containing  the  biftory  of  the  Slave  Coaft ;  viz.  tbegeo^ 
grapby  of  the  country ;  its  divifton  into  different 
kingdoms ;  the  fuperfiition  of  tbe  inhabitants ;  wars 
between  tbe  kings  of  Koto  and  Popo ;  tbe  commerce 
of  tbe  inhabitants  and  of  tbe  Europeans ;  the  cufioms^ 
lawsy  religion^  commerce^  wars^  and  conqueji  of  tbe 
kingdom  of  Whidah ;  fome  particulars  concerning  tbe 
DahomaiTs,  with  an  account  of  their  brave  king^  tbe 
conqueror  of  Whidah  andAxdvzh  ;  and  lajlly  a  geo- 
graphical defcription  <?/ Ardrah,  with  everything  re- 
lative  to  the  people. 

TH  E  Slave  Coajl  is  generally  included  by  European  navi-  '^general 
gators  under  the  limits  of  the  kingdom  of  Benin^,    It  is  ^^/^^iptiou 
bounded  by  the  Rio  de  Lagos  in  the  kingdom  oiBeniUy  and  ex-  |f '^* 
tends  to  the  Rio  da  Folta,  the  boundary  on  this  fide  of  the  Gold  q  *^f 
^  Coa/l.  The  coaft  goes  by  the  general  appellation  of  Great  Benin. 
Prom  Port  Douarre  it  extends  itfdf  towards  the  fouth  to  Cape 
Formofa ;  then  turning  eaftward  to  Rio  del  'Rey,  and  again 
inclining  to  the  fouth  to  Cape  Gdnfalvo^  towards  the  equator, 
it  forms  the  gulph  of  Guiney,     Thus,  in  its  whole  length,  it 
meafures  about  350  leagues,  in  a  curve  line,  or  arc  of  a 
circle  *- 

The  Slave  Coaft  comprehends  the  coafts  and  kingdoms  of  ltsdt<viJiou 
Koto,  PotOy  Whidah f  and  Ardrah.     Authors  are  not  agreed  into  differ^* 
about  the  feveral  limits  of  thofe  kingdoms ;  nor  is  it  material  intftates, 
to  the  reader,  fince,  under  the  general  view  of  the  Slave 
Coaft,  they  will  all  be  comprehended.     According  to  Bofman,  Defcrip- 
the  Koto  Coaft  is  often  called  the  land  of  Lampi  by  the  na-  tion  cfthe 
tives.     The  country  is  flat,  fandy,  dry,  barren,  ^nd  without  kingdom  of 
wood  or  treees  of  any  kind,  except  the  palm,  or  wild  coco,  ^oto,  or 
of  which  it  produces  a  great  number.     It  is  tolerably  pro-  p^^®»  ^«^ 
vided  with  cattle,  at  leaft  as  m^ny  as  abundantly  fupply  the  '^^  ^°^* 
iajiabitants.     Neither  river  nor  fea  fi(h  are  wanting  ;  but  the  ^^^^^* 
Utter  they  are  unable  to  catch,  on  accoiint  of  the  great  agita- 


*  Prevost,  T.vi.  L.  ii.  c.  3. 


^lon 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


384  ^^^  Hijiory  of  the  Slave  Coaft.      B. XVIL 

tion  of  the.  fea,  and  the  prodigious  furf  on  the  coaft.  The 
whole  commerce  of  this  kingdom  is  confined  to  the  fale  of 
(laves.  Sometimes  they  afford  more,  fometimes  lefs ;  in  ge- 
neral, the  number  fold  at  a  time  is  fcarce  fuificient  to  com- 
plete the  cargo  of  a,fingle  ftiip.  What  renders  this  trade 
precarious,  is  a  cuftom  that  the  negroes  have  of  flying  into 
the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans. Thus  It  frequently  happeas  that  a  fliip  (hail  have 
ftuid  fix.  months  on  the  coaft  without  purchafing  one  flave. 
Th.tPortuguefe  carry  on  the  greateft  trade  here,  and  the  na- 
tives prefer  dealing  with  them   to  any  other  Europeans  ^ 

(P)- 
Difpofttton      BosMAN  defcribes  the  natives  as  good-natured,  civil;  and 

0f  the  na-  obliging;  and  Des  Marchais  obferves,  that  we  may  fafely  like 
ifoes.  ^j^g-^  manners,  if  we  do  not  repofe  a  confidence  in  them  ^. 
This  remark  is  confirmed  by  what  the  former  writer  relates. 
When  he  acquaiatcd  the  king,  that  he  intended,  after  finish- 
ing^ his  bufinefs  at  Whidahy  to  return  by  land,  he  offered  to  meet 
him  with  his  whole  forces  on  the  borders  of  his  dominions, 
and  to  efcorte  him  beyond  the  Rio  Voltay  to  fecure  him  againft 
injuries  from  the  ftrolling  robbers.  This  obliging  offer  BoJ- 
man  would  have  accepted,  had  not  the  negroes  of  Popo^  who 
had  alfo  offered  to  conduft  him  through  their  territories,  dif- 
fuaded  him  from  it  by  their  ambafladors,  telling  him  they 
were  apprehenfive  he  might  be  fet  upon  by  the  robbers  before 
they  could  arrive.  This  advice  they  recommended,  but 
faintly,  while  chcy  artfully  infmuated  under-hand  the  fatif- 
faftion  he  would  receive  by  this  land-tour.  Bo/man^  from 
this  double-dealing,  fufpefted  fome  treachery ;  and  he  fooa 
after  received  certain  intelligence  that  their  intention  was  to 
murder  and  rob  him;  their  public  difputation  taking  off,  as 
they  imagined,  aU  poffibility  of  fufpefting  them.  Bqfinait 
had  the  precaution  to  avoid  this  fnare,  by  dropping  his  de- 
figa ;  by  which  means  he  loft  the  opportunity  of  gratifying 
his  curiofity  concerning  many  important  and  entertaining  par- 
ticulars '^* 

«  BosMAN,  Epift.iS.  ^  D«s  Marchais,  vol.  iL  p.4, 

•  Bo»MAN,Epift.  18. 

(D)    If    Koto  is    the   fame  from  the  extent  of  the  country, 

country  with  ^ito^  as  we  arc  and  the  affinity  of  names,  the 

■led  to  imagine  by  the  defcrip-  EngUJh  have  a  fettlement  in.  it, 

tiona  oiS$/many  Def  Marchais,  belonging  to  the  royal  Jfrkan 

and  other  wriiers,  as  well  as  company. 

In 
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In  politics,  religion,  and  oeconomy,  they  greatly  refemble^/%'<7tf, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Cold  Coaft^  whofe  manners  we  (hall  oeconomy, 
have  occafiftn  foon  to  defcribe.    In  one  particular  they  difFer,  ^^^  «^»- 
which  is  in  the  nuniber  of  idols  kept  at  Koto,    In  the  multi-  ^^^^  ^/'*' 
plicity  of  thefe  confifts  their  wealth.     A  negro,  that  is  not  ^^^"^"* 
pofleiled  of  a  dozen  of  idols  at  leaft,  is  reputed  poor,  and  hia 
riches  increafe  proportionably  with  his  gods.     Their  houfes^ 
roads,  and  by-paths,  are  filled  with  images  ;  whence  we  may 
infer  how  far  their  Fetiches  contribute  to  their  fortunes  and  ; 

,  happinefs.  Their  language  is  direftly  fimilar  to  that  fpoken 
by  the  negroes  di  Acra  \  and  their  commerce  being  limited  to 
fnch  commodities,  it  will  eafily  be  believed  that  f«w  rich 
pcrfons  are  to  be  found  in  this  country ;  rich  at  leaft  in  the 
European  fenfe  of  the  word.  The  profits  which  they  fome- 
times  draw  from  the  fale  of  flaves  diminifti  in  no  refpedt 
t^eir  natural  poverty;  the  whole  being  laid  out  in  the  p]ar- 
chafe  of  idols,  or  materials  for  making  their  gods  ^. 

As  to  their  courage,  it  feems  proportioned  to  their  wealth.  TitriV 
Having  nothing  to  lofe  but^what  they  are  ablcfocm  to  repair,  cowarJtci 
they  arc  indifferent  about  the  defence  of  their  property,    ln^fiewnin 
deed  the  very  quality  of  their  efFefts  is  their  beft  fecurity./^f'^'**'*'^ 
This  appeared  evidently  m  all  their  frequent  "wars  with  the^'^*' 
kingdom  oiPopo^  which  continued,  with  Ihort  intervals,  for  *^®P^* 
a  feries  of  years.    At  prefent  the  king  ofJquamho^y  whofe 
intereft  it  is  to  hold  an  even  balance  between  the  contending 
powers,  prevents  the  confequences  of  a  decifive  viftbry,  by 
throwing  his  Weight  in  the  lighter  fcale.     However,  as  long 
gs  Aquamboe  was  governed  by  two  monarchs,  their  quarrels 
iffttt  the  occafion  of  much  bloodlhed ;  the  old  king  taking 
part  with  his^ally  of  Popo^  and  the  voung  joining  his  force* 
to  thofe  of  koto.     Upon  this  occauon  it  was,  that,  in  the 
year  1700,  the  army  of  Little  Popo  having  furprifed  that  of 
Koto,  ob%ed  them  to  abandon  their  native  country.     In        , 
this  ftate  of  exile  they  were  onBofinan's  arrival  on  that  coaft ! 
bti  t  he  doubted  not  th.at  the  Aquamboans  W>uld  ufe  their  utmoft 
efforts  to  reftore  the  balance  of  power. 

Des  March ais  relates,  that,  before.this  event,  thekiiig* 
dom  of  Koto  muft  have  been  wholly  fubdued,  if  the  policy, 
of  the  king  oiAquamboe  had  not  prevented  it.  He  adds,  that 
this  laft  nation,  being  rich  in  gold  mines,  equally  dreads  the 
fuperiority  of  the  one  or  other  of  thofe  powers,  or  their  in* 
tireVeconciliation.  For  this  reafon  he  foments  their  quarrels, 
heightens  their  jcaloufies,  but  conftantly  keeps  viftory  in  fuf- 
pcrife^ 


L         ^  D 


'  Des  March aJs,  BAHBot,  k  BosJii.Jbld.     t  Vol.ii.  p.  6. 
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Dcfcrip'         The    kingdom  of  Popo^  or  Papa^   flretchcs  from   Cape 
tion  of  the  Mjfite  to  the  borders  of  the  kingdom  of  IVhidaA;  about  ten 
i/>i:i9/;;  ^  leagues  in  length.     It  is  divided  into  two  provinces.  Great 
Pop 0,        ^^j  Little  Popo ;  the  latter  lying  eaftward.     Barbot  affirnK> 
that  from  Cape  Monte,  m  the  territories  of  Ko^tOy  to  Liitle 
PopOf  contains  a  coaft,  ftrctching  north'-eaft,  of  five  leagues 
in  extent,  the  ground  flat,  fandy,  and  barren.     He  fubjoinSj, 
that  Little  Popo  is  a  very  fmall  province,  bearing  the  title  of 
a  kingdom,  fituated  btiween  Koto  and  Great  Popo  dn  the 
fea-coaft.     However,  he  acknowleges  that  its  limits  on  the 
inland  fide  are  not  diftin^ly  known.  Bo/man  reckons  the  di- 
ftance  betwixt  Koto  and  Little  Popo  about  ten   miles,  the 
country  flat,  without  hills  or  trees,  and  fo  fandy  that  even  the 
king's  provifions  dreflcd  here  are  fcarce  eatable.     This  abun- 
diiuce  of  fand  renders  the  land  quite  barren,  and  obliges  the 
better  fort  of  inhabitants  to   bring  their  provifions  from 
Whidah.  They  are  likewife  peftered  with  an  incredible  num- 
ber of  rats,  that  burrow  like  rabbets  in  the  fand  \ 
Charnaer      The  town  of  Little  Popo  (lands  on  a  beach  in  full  view  of 
of  the  na-  the  fca,  four  leagues  wefl  of  the  town  of  Great  Pf>po.<   It  is 
/w«.  peopled  with  the  remains  of  the  kingdom  oi  Acray  behind 

the  Dutch  fort  there.  Here  they  fought  an  afylum,  after 
having  been  driven  out  of  their  own  country  by  the  king  of 
Aquamhoey  and,'from.  appearances,  it  is  probable  they  will  never 
again  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  native  foil.  Without 
bein^  numerous,^  they  have  the  reputation  of  being  extremely 
An  account  warlike.  Afforri^  the  brother  and  immediate  predeceflbr  of 
oj  thctr  the  prefent  king,  was  a  prince  of  great  courage,  martial  abi- 
^^J'^y^'^Xw-jy  and  much  feared  and  refpefted.  The  moft  fignal  occa- 
£on  for  dillinguiftiing  his  valour  was  againft  the  P hidalgo  of 
Offra,  \yho  had  rebelled  againft  the  king  of  Great  Ardrahy  his 
iiatural  prince,  and  carried  his  infolence  to  fuch  a  height,  as 
to  maflacre  the  Dutch  fadlor  tiollivarfy  and  his  attendants. 
Afforriy  folicited  by  the  king  of  Ardrah  to  revenge  thofe  accu- 
mulated crimes,  marched  with  all  his  forces  againft  the  Phi* 
dalgo,  engaged  and  defeated  his  troops,  ravaged  his  country, 
and  obliged  him  to  fo  humble  a  fubmiftion  as  to  furrcnder 
himfeU  to  his  fovereign  the  king  of  Ardrah%  Not  fatisfied  with 
this  viftory,  ai^d  fpurred  on  by  the  entreaties  of  his  friend  the 
monarch  oi  Ardrah,  he  marched  againft  the  people  of  ^/>idliA, 
and  encamped  in  their  country,  within  fight  of  the  capital, 
where  he  iivaited  for  a  fupply  of  powder,  ^yhich  he  expefted 
from  /jrdrah.  The  powder  had  be^n  put  under  tlie  efcorte  erf' 
aftiong  p:\rty,  of  which  the  IVhida^an  gcn^vtil  having  notice, 

*»  Barbot,  p.  329.     • 
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took  his  meafures  to  intercept  it.     He  ft cretly  detached  a  riiii 
merous  corps  of  his  beft  troops,  attacked  and  defeated  the 
convoy,  thereby  obliging  the  brave  Afforri  to  a  fpeedy  re- 
treat.    This,  however,  he  executed  with  fo  much  addrefs^ 
that  it  gained  him  no  lefs  reputation  than  a  complete  vidlory 
would  have  done.   He  was  purfued  by  the  Whidijians\  but  fo 
jjudicious  was  his  difpofition,  that  they  found  it  impoffible  to 
attack  him  j  and  he  got  clear  of  the  country  without  the  lofs 
of  a  man.     On  his  return  to  his  own  dominions,  he  learned 
that  the  Kotmsy  his  neighbours,  were  preparing  to  take  up 
iarms  for  the  defence  of  fVhidah,  had  he  remained  loiigeir  in 
their  country.     This  raifed  his  refentment,   and  determined 
him  to  march  againft  them ;  which  he  did  with  the  utmoft 
ardour  and  expedition.    Although  the  enemy  wfct-e  gt-eatly 
fuperior  in  number,  he  refolved  to  attack  them.     He  fell  up- 
on  them  with  an  intrepidity  worthy  of  his  former  reputation ; 
but  was  fo  warmly  received,  that,  a  great  part  of  his  army 
being  cut  off,  he  was  in  danger  of  lofing  the  battle.     Defpe- 
rate,  enraged,  and  unmindful  of  his  fafety,  he  flung  himfelf; 
wtth  a  few  brave  attendants,  into  the  midft  of  their  rankij 
where  he  Supported  his  rafhnefs  with  an  aftonifliing  valour, 
till  all  his  men  were  killed,  himfelf  wounded,  and  at  length  The  Jeatk' 
left  dead  upon  the  field,  difdaining  to  fave  his  life  at  the  ex-  of  Afforri; 
pence  of  his  liberty.    His  brother  and  fucceflbf',  though  kfs  andtbt 
martial,  was,  however,  more  politic.     To  revenge  the  death 'Jf/^^**  ^ 
of  the  former  king,  he  always  attacked  the  people  of  Kotn  ^f  ^*''  /^^' 
\vhen  they  were  engaged  in  other  wars.    Continuing  this  pd-  t^^fi^^ 
licy,  he  at  length  drove  them  out  of  their  country,  by  em-  ^J^^^^^ 
bracing  every  advantage,  which  gained  him  the  reputation  of  ^^^ 
the  mod  artful  and  prudent  prince  of  his  time  *. 

The  natives  of  Popo  depend  intirely  on  plunder  and  the  e^^  ^^ 
flave  trade,     In  the  former  they  are  more  fuccefsful  than  thfe  ^^^^^ 
K^tonSy  being  more  aftive,  brave  and  refplute.     Their  flave  nMim^m 
trade  is  not  confiderable,  it  frequently  requiring  a  refidence  of  themjel^m 
fome  months  to  complete  a  cargo  here*     In  1697,  Bofmah  by  plimdtri 
could  purchafe  but  three  flaves  in  the  fpace  of  as  many  days,  ,. 
notwithftanding  the  affurances  of  the  natives,  on  his  arrival, 
that,  in  a  few  days,  they  would  procure  him  two  hundred. 
Withotit  feemlhg  td  dtfcredit  their  report,  he  went  on  boar4, 
and  failed  iotJVttdah ;  fooa  after  which  he  was  informed  that 
the  Popovs  hid  returned  from  their  incurfions  into  the  neigh- 
bouring cbuhtries  With  above  the  number  they  had  promifed 
himj  whbm  they  afterwards  fold  td  the  pQrtugUefe,     Thejr 

BosMAN.Epift.  18.  t)c^MARCHAis  &  Barbot,  loc. cit. 
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7hefrau»  are  uncommonly  fraujiuleni  and  tkievifhy  it  beifig  their  ufual 
^lent  dif'  praftice  to  draw  the  merchant  or  faftor  onfhore,  under  pre- 
pofitioH  of  tence  of  viewiag  a  cargo  of  flavee  they  have  ready  for  fale. 
thena-       Having  obtained  this  end,  they  detain  him  till  they  aftually 
*^'^"*        procure  the  number  wanted,  which  they  oblige  him  to  take 
at  the  price  they  think  proper  to  affix.     No  oatioa  i$  fo  much 
defpifed  by  them  as  the  Portuguefe^  yet  no  people  deal  fd 
largely  with  them,  owing  to  the  paltry  goods  with  whiclv 
they  trade.     Thcfe  are  refufed  by  the  natives  of   other 
provinces,  and  the  Po^ns^  who  come  eafily  by  their  flaves» 
^    <  part  with  them  at  a  cheap  rate,  accepting  in  exchange  any 

kind  of  merchandize.     Bofman  relates,  that,  in  1698,  a  Dii^ 
nijb  (hip  ftaid  longer  at  PiDpo  for  a  catgo  of  500  flaves  than 
he  had  done  at  JVhidah  for  2000.  '  All  this  while  the  Dam  met 
With  fo  many  difappointments,  frauds,  and  knaviih  practices) 
as  will  deter  that  nation  from  ever  trading  there  again* »  The 
year  before  they  had  treated  an  Engli/h  captain  in. much  the 
jfame  manner,  and  cheated  him  of  goods  to  a  confiderablt 
amount ;  but  returning  two  years  afterwards^  he  recovered 
lals  damages,  by  feizing  the  king's  fon  and  feveral  of  the  no* 
billty,  whom  he  detained  till  ample  fatisfl^ion  was  made*. 
fhepru'^        During  the  reign  oiJfforri's  politic. brother,  commenre 
dentpcdicy  with  the  Popons  was  rendered  fecure,  and  put  upon  a  foot- 
rfthe  kiti  ing  with  that  of  other  nations.    He  feverely  puiuflied  all 
^''^  $/*      frauds  and  impositions  upon  fordgners ;  trade  was  c^ndufled 
Popo.        inaneven>  equals  and  r^ular  courfe ;  the  merchant  deli- 
"veied  his  goods,  and  he  was  fure  of  having  his  returns  at 
the  time  appdated,  except  where  unforefeen  accidents  oc^ 
curred«     In  his  time  a  Dttuh  (hip  procured  500  flaves,  at  a 
reafonable  price,  in  eleven  days ;  but,  after  his  death,  the 
reins  of  government  were  relaxed,  and  the  people  returned  to 
their  old  and  villainous  practices.  At  preient  to  fuch  a  hdglc^ 
of  wid^ednefs  are  they  arrived,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  deal 
with  them,  and  avoid  being  cheated  ib  fuch  a  manner  as  do* 
ftroys  the  profit  of  the  voyage  ^. 
Axcouniof     Four  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Little  Popo  are  the  boun^ 
tbt  king-'    daries  of  Great  Popo^  In  the  inland  country  are  found  j^enty 
^^  ^f       of  fruits,  roots,  birds,  and  beafts  5  but  the  fea-coafk  is  marfhy, 
p  ^**^        and  of  courfc  low  and  fiat ;  at  the  fame  time  that  it  b  almoft 
*^^^'        inacceflibie.     The  fea  beats  with  fo  niuch  viofence^agaiaft 
the  ftiore,  that  boats  and  canoes  dare  not  venture  to  ap{>roftch 
it  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year.     The  harbour  <rf  Littk 
Popo  is  diftant  five  leagues  from  that  of'  cyeat  Popo.    In  go- 
Sng  eaftward,  the  latter  of  thefe  ports  is  vifible  at  a  coniider'- 

•  Bo^sM.  Epid.  19,  ^  Dis  Marcm.  vcU  ii.  part  v. 
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able  diftancc,  particularly  two  flags,  which  continually  fly 
upon  two  points  formed  by  the  banks  of  the  river  Tarri,  or 
Torri.  Behind  the  caft  flag  ftands  the  Dutch  h6korj,  and  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  the  town  of  Great  Pajfo,  built  in  an 
ifland  fornied  by  a  creek  and  marfljes,  that  gives  the  country 
the  appearance  of  a  large  lake.  Hence  the  Portuguefe  ciiil 
it  the  Terra  Annegada,  ex  the  Drowned  Land:  Others  give 
it  the  appcllatron  of  Terra  Gozeda, 

The  town  is  divided  ia|o  three  parts,  diftioAly  marked  Defcrip^ 
out.     The  mouth  of  the  river  is  blocked  up  by  a  bar,  which,  tionoftht 
however,  the  canoes  can  eafily  pafs.     The  honfes,  or  rather  ''**^  ^^ 
huts,  arc  fmall,  and  much  of  the  fanae  model  as  thofe  of  the  ''^ 
Ca^  de  Verd'A'aixA'ty  and  indeed  of  moft  unciviliziid  coun-^^^** 
tries.     Des  Marchais  makes  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  town 
to  confift  in  its  fituation,  furrounded  every-whcre  by  thefea, 
or  inacceflible  marihes  c,     it  is^  the  only  place  in  the  do- 
minions  of  Grectt  Pepo  that  merits  the  name  of  a  town ; 
all  the  cefl:  are  but  little  hanjets  of  two  or  three  houfes 
each;  to  which,  on  the  leaft  danger,  the  inhabitants  of  P^/^ 
retire.      The  royal  palace  is  a  large  court  compofed  of 
an  inflmte  number  of  little  huts  or  cabbins,  the  principal 
apartment  being  feated  in  the  middle,  each  having  a  guard  of 
a  company  of  foldiers.     The  king's  particular  houfe  is  ad- 
orned widi  a  large  faloon,  referred  for  public  audiences,  and 
the  entertainment  of  ftrangers.    As  the  king  always  eats  ^^^^f*^* 
alone,  foreigners  arc  entertained  by  the  brds  and  principal  ^^V\  , 
officers  of  the  court.     His  majefty  keeps  a  great  number  of  '^.     t 
vrooien;  two  of  which  always  attend  his  perfon,  to  cod  and  '"-^  T"* 
refre(h  him  wi|h  fiuis,  neatly  made  of  reeds  and  feathers. 
^  His  OMiftant  amufement,  and  Indeed  fole  occupation,  con- 
'  fifls  in  lixios^dng  tobacco,  toying  with  his  women,  and  con- 
Tcrfii^  with  his  officers  upon  the  moft  Criffiiig  fui^eifls.    AH 
'the  women  honoured  with  the  royal  affdftion  are  entertained 
in  the  palace  with  equal  profufion  and  variety  of  diet.     All 
the  country,  cKccpt  this  ifland,  is  thinly  inhabited,  owing  ' 

chiefly  to  the  perpetual  incurfions  of  th^  negroes  of  Whidah ; 
hence  the  grounds  are  uncultivated,  provifions  often  fcarce, 
and  the  people  in  danger  of  being  fl:arved,  but  for  the  fup-^ 
plies  tjiey  get  from  their  moft  bitter  enemies,  who  run  the 
hazard  of  an  illicit  trade  for  the  fake  of  the  great  profits  re- 
fulting  from  it.  ^ 

This  account  oi  BofmarC^  differs  very  widely  from  what 
Barhoi  relates,  and  affirms  witlv  a  minutencfs  of  circum- 
flances  that  adds  to  the  credit  of  his  report*    If  the  reader 

f  Dbs  Makchais,  ubi  fup. 
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villi  {nyert  every  particular  of  the  foregoing  account  from 
Bofrnarii  and  conceive  the  country  populous,  well  cultivated, 
and  happy,  he  will  have  Barbot^s  idea  of  it.  To  reconcile 
relations  fo  v^ry  different,  we  muft  fuppqfe  that  the  writers 
viewed  this  country  at  two  very  diflant  periods ;  the  for- 
mer after  fome  dreadful  calamity,  and  the  latter  m  a  flou-: 
riftiing,  induftiious,  and  peaceable  reign  ^. 

All  the  voyagers  agree,  that  the  kingdom  of  P^/ohad  once 
been  fo  powerful  as  to  compel  the  Whidans  to  pay  a  yearly 
tribute.  Yet  this  appears  to  be  a  miftake,  without  any  real 
PopOy  ^^ foundation.  It  is  certain  that  the  kingdoms  of  PopOy  Koto^ 
*^»tiah,  ^j^j-  if^ifidahy  were  formerly  provinces  of  the  great  kingdom  of 
Jrdrahy  often  in  rebellion  againft  their  fovereign,  but  more 
frequently  involved  in  yrar  With  ea.ch  other.  Thefe  only 
terminated  in  weakening  all,  without  any  advantage  refult- 
ing  to  either.  Its  fituation  protefted  Popo ;  the  number 
pf  its  inhabitants  was  fufficient  fecurity  to  Whidah ;  and  its  po- 
verty \ya$  the  barrier  of  Koto.  Thus  thofe  wars,  fuppofed 
to  have  ended  to  the  difad vantage  of  Whidah^  were  in  part  ter- 
minated by  the  acquifition  of  liberty  to  each,  and  their  total 
difmemberment  from  the  foverdgnf  kingdom  of  Ardrah  (E). 
D^j  Marchaisj  who  here  indeed  appears  to  be  a  mere  €o- 
pyift,  is  of  the  fame  fentiments  ;  but  then  he  adds,  that 
Great  Popo  was  in  fubjeftion  xoWhidah  till  the  time  of  the  late 
king,  who  was  placed  on  the  throne  by  the  WhldAfian  mon- 
arch ;  in  reward  for  which  he  withdrew  his  allegiance,  and 
cftabliflxed  an  independency. 
Wan  car-  The  Whidans  enraged  at  this  ingratitudei,  raifed  a  power- 
riedim  he-  ful  (^my»  and  was  affifted  with  ammunition  by  fome  French 
(hips  lying  before  Whidah.  With  this  army  he  marched  againft 
PopOy  intending  nothing  Icfs  thkn  the  intire  extirpation  of 
that  people ;  in  which  hope  he  was  encouraged  by  the 
French,  who  promifed  to  fall  upon  them  by  fea.  How- 
ever, t|he  fliallows  round  Popo  prevented  the  approach  of 
the  fhips  by  Tea,  and  the  marflies  focused  the  city  by  land. 
Both  the  French  and  Whidans  were  obliged  to  make  their 
attack  upon  floats.  The  enemy  had  thoroughly  provided 
fhemfelves  before  theib  could  be  got  in  readinefs ;  and  their 
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(E)  Tkis  IS  the  account  of 
the  learned  JefuitGj^vtfxa;/,  who 
(pcm?  to  have  drawn  his  intelli- 
gence fiom  the  bcft  materials, 
and   the  concurring;  tradition 


cS  each  of  the  three  countries. 
He  is,  however,  extremely  con* 
cife  in  this  relation,  which  hft 
touches  upon  only  by  way  of 
digre0ion  frgim  his  fubjed. 
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liberty  and  property  being  at  ftake,  they  gave  the  allies  fo 
warm  a  reception,  that,  after  great  (laughter,  they  were  de- 
feated, and  repulfed  front  the  city.  -  All  this  was  done  with- 
out the  lofs  of  a  man  on  the  fide  pf  the  Popons  ;  for  they 
charged  the  enemy  from  under  the  cover  of  their  houfes, 
and  gained  a  complete  viftory,  without  being  once  feen  by 
the  enemy.  The  king,  however,  knew  to  what  particular 
circumftances  he  owed  his  good-fortune,  and  was  too  wife 
to  purfue  it  beyond  the  town,  as  he  knew  he  fhould  then  be 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  his  more  numerous  enemies. 
Since  this  unfuccefsful  attempt  the  king  of  Whufah  has  never 
ventured  upon  any  enterpnfes  againft  Popo:  He  has  indeed 
omitted  na  opportunities  of  fomenting  divifions  between  them 
and  other  neighbouring  nations ;  intrigues  which  have  already  , 
coft  him  immenfe  fums,  without  drawing  a  fingle  advantage 
frpm  them;  nay,  with  the  mortifying  circnmftance  of  being  ' 
cheated,  duped,  and  outwitted,  upon  all  hands  *. 

Th£  natives  of  Great  Popo'tmdc  in  flaves,  but  not  deeply,  q-^^  ^j^-^^r 
If  no  foreign  fliips  arrive  on  their  coaft,  they  difpofe  of  their  commera 
Hock  to  t^ic  king  of  Little  Popo,  who  exchanges  for  them  <?/  Popo 
fome  of  his  European  commodities.     But  the  greateft  -trade  ccnjijis  in 
of  the  kingdom  arifes  from  the  fifli'  caught  on  their  coaft, /a'vw  and 
which  they  prepare  and  fell  to  other  neighbouring  kingdomsyJ^- 
and  foreigners.  While  it  was  dependent  upon  /^rdrah,\h€\v  com- 
merce with  the  Europeans  was  inconfidqrable,  the  king  obliging 
them  to  preferve  their  ilaves  and  flih,  to  fecure  the  payment 
of  his  taxes  ;  probable  it  is,  that  this  tyranny  was  the  caufc 
of  their  revolt.     Their  natural  propensity  to  theft  and  })il-  , 
fering  has  prevented  the  Englijb  and  French  from  executing 
their  intentions, of  forming  iettlements  among  them.     The 
Dutchy  and  now-and-then  a  Portuguefe  ftifp,  are  the  only 
foreigners  who  run  the  hazard  of  trading  with  them ;  and 
tjiey  too  under  certain  reftriftions  and  precautions ;  fuch 
as  that  the  king  will  charge  himfelf  with  equitable  arbitra- 
tion of  all  difputes  arifing  between  them  and  his  fubjefts, 
and  give  fecurity  for  all  debts  they  may  contrail.     Since 
the  laft  quarrel  with  JVhidah,  the  trade  has  been  fo  much 
on  the  decline,  that  the  Dutch  likewife  had  thoughts  of 
abandoning  it ;  and  probably  by  this  time  Pop^  has  no  fo- 
reign commerce  of  any  kind  ^, 

The  natives  of  Popa^  like  all  the  other  negroes  on  the.  t-^^/^ 
,    coaft,  have  a  blind  confidence  in  their  priefts.     They  call  great  rf 
them  Domine*s,  a  Latintcrm,  which  they  have  undoubtedly  ^^^>r 

friifls. 
•  Des  March  a;9»  vol.  ii.  part  v.  Bosman,  Epift.  19. 
^  BosM.  ibid. 

C  c  4  borrovrel 

Digitized  by  V^jOOQ IC 


3^a  niHifi^ef  tbe$]xvtCo2Si.     B.XVIL 

borroived  from  fome  European  oadon.  Thofe  African  pre- 
lates are  ufually  clothed  in  long  white  robes,  and  always 
carry  in  their  hands  a  kind  of  epifcopal  crofler.  All  the 
fliips  th&t  trade  h«re  pay  them  a  tort  of  duty,  nnd^  the  ap- 
pellation of  a  prefent,  to  encourage  the  negroes>  by  thdS^ 
marks  of  refpeft  to  Uieir  priefts,  to  diligence  in  completing 
'  their  cargoes.  In  e&fb,  thofe  weak  and  fuperftitions  crea- 
tures, perfuaded  that  the  interccffion  of  their  priefts  am 
alone  proeure  them  the  fevonr  of  the  DiYinity,  obey  what- 
ever they  defire ;  and  the  priefts  finding  their  intereft  i^ 
obliging  the  Europeans,  leave  no  means  untried  to  indace 
thsm  to  honefty  and  induftry,  although  their  natural  depra* 
vity  generally  overcomes  aU  other  modves.  While  ihf^  are 
aflUUng  the  Europeans  in  loading  or  unloading  the  ihipSy  a 
prieft  ftands  on  the  (hore,  employed  in  pouring  on  tb& 
brads  a  handful  of  confecrated  gravel,  which  tbey  eileemaa 
>  in&llible  fecurity  for  their  canoes  in  pafling  the  dangoooi 

bar  at  the  moudi  of  the  river.  If  any  of  them  (hoiild  ^ve 
the  misfortune  to  be  loft,  it  is  attributed  to  the  mixture  (f 
(bme  profane  particles  of  fand  with  the  confecrated*  Tp 
conclude ;  Popo  is,  projferly  fpcaking,  the  firft  country  whicji 
can  be  called  a  provin.  5 -^T  Jrdrai.  They  fpeak  the  6me  lan» 
guage  with  litde  or  no  variation,  and  the  form  of  gQveqi* 
iQpnt  is  direAly  fimilar  ^, 

%  B08M.  Dss  Makch.  loc.cit. 
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Cfintaimng  the  geography  cf  ibe  kingdom  ^/ Whidah^ 
wifb  a  particular  relation  of  iis  rivers^  barbourj^ 
fpiK  climate^  produce^  towns^  and  cities.  Alfo  an 
account  of  tbe  government^  policy^  trade^  laws^  arts^ 
manners^  religion^  and  cuftoms^  of  tbe  Whidans.; 
and^  lajily^  the  revolution  brought  about  in  this  king- 
dom^ from  tbe  effeminate  mannas  of  the  natives^  the 
introduction  of  luxury^  and  tbe  martial  difpojition  of 
fkeir  enemy  the  kit^  of  Dahomay,  iSc.  * 

THIS  kingdom  is  c$lkifVkidai  by  the  Bngli/b,  the  PortU"  Differmt 
gtteje,  aod  the  natives ;  Juda  by  the  FrencK  and  Fidci  namsgi^'^ 
^J  the  Dutch.    Phillips  and  Snellgrave  write  Whidaw\  Smith  en  to  the 
and  Atkins  WhiJ^h ;  and  Barhotj  and  f<Mie  other  Freneh  wri-  kingdom  of 
teps,  alter  the  orthography  to  Ouida.    Yet  Barhot  allows,  Whidah. 
that  the  French,  for  the  moft  part,  calf  it  Juda,  or  Juida ; 
but  we  feall  not  dwell  ypon  fuch  trifles  ». 

BosMAN,  who  fpent  three "intire  months  in  the  country, 
fbok  aU  iraagidable  pains  to  inform  himfelf  of  its  exa<^  li- 
mits; but  could  never  learn  more,  than  that  it  ftretches 
along  the  fliore  about  ten  miles,  its  centre  feven  miles  into 
the  inland,  after  which  it  branches  out  into  two  arms,  each 
6{  which,  in  fome  places,  are  tea  or  twelve  miles  broad,  in 
others  much  narrower*    According  to  Des  Marchais,  it  be-  Geography 
gins  at  the  diftance  of  five  or  Gx  miles  from  Popo,  extendiEg  of  the 
as  many  miles  along  the  coaft,  fituated  under  fix  degrees  comtrj* 
twenty-nine  minutes  north  latitude.     Its  boundaries  are  on 
'  the  north-v/eft  the  kingdom  of  Pepo,  and  on  the  fouth-eaft 
ftands  Ardrah.     Other  hiftorians  give  this  kingdom  but  fix 
miles  in  circumference ;   others  again  extend  it  eleven  or 
twelve  miles  along  the  coaft.     Upon  the  whole,  its  dimen* 
fions  being  fo  uncertain,  we  fliall  proceed  to  other  par ticu.-     ' 
lars  better  koown,  and  more  univerfally  aflented  to  (A). 

This 

*  Prevost,  T.  v,  1.  X.  c.  2. 

(A)    We  cannot  leave   this    feme  voyagers  rcprefent^iP>&/V^/& 
fabjeci  without  obferving,  th^t  ,or^i&/Va<ivasatprereatap«rtof 

the 

*  Some  of  thefc  parciculars  wer^  recited  by  roillake  in  the 
liric  to  the  laft  f^ion* 
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This  country  is  watered  by  two  rivers,  which  likewife 
run  through  the  kingdom  of  Jrdrah,  The  moft  foutherU  is 
called  the  Jakin,  and  is  only  navigable  by  canoes.  Its  wat^ES 
are  of  a  ycllowifh  caft,  in  general  about  three  feet  in  depth, 
though  in  many  places  much  (hallbwer.  The  other  rs  cafled 
the  Euphrates^  wafliing  with  its  ftrcam  the  city  Ardrahy  and 
pai&ng  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  from  Xavrer  or  ScAi^  the 
capital  of  fVhidaA.  It  is  wider  and  deeper  than  the  Jakin^  and, 
but  for  fome  banks  of  fand  that  block  up  the  paiTage,  would 
be  navigable  for  large  ftiips.  The  kings  oiWhidah  have  from 
time  immemorial  cxafted  a  fort  of  cuftom  to  be  paid  of  two 
Koiuris  or  Bugis  to  officers  ftationed  at  thefe  fords,  without 
which  no  man  is  permitted  to  crofs  the  river.  At  the  mouth  of 
this  river  is  the  port  where  all  freight  Ihips  load  and  unload* 
It  is  in<Joflunodious  and  dangerous  on  account  of  high  furfs 
and  a  fwelling  fea,  particularly  in  the  months  of  Aprils  May^^ 
Juney  and  July.  In  this  feafon  difmal  accidents  frequently 
happen ;  boats  are  overturned,  goods  funk,  men  loft,  and 
the  ftiips  themfelves  in  great  danger  of  being  driven  from 
their  moorings  upon  the  fhore.  The  natives,  indeed,  arefo 
expert  in  fwimmlng,  that  fewer  of  them  than  of  the  Euro- 
peans  are  loft  ^  (B). 

•  Besides  this  high  fea,  there  is  a  ftrong  tide  running  eaft 
and  weft,  which  proves  extremely  inconvenient^  as  no  boat 
or  ftiallop  can  ftem  it  by  rowing.  The  method  they  take  is 
to  print  or  pufli  them  fofward  by  long  poles  ;  a  method  fa 

^  BosMAN,  Epift.  19. 


the  kingdom  oiJrdrah,  But  their 
error  is  manifeft,  for  the  king- 
doms of  Whidab  and  Torri  are 
fituated  between  thofe  of  Fopa 
^XidiArdrah  \  and  Whidah  borders 
upon  the  weft  of  Great  Fopo^ 
extending  along  the>^coaft  to 
7'orri  on  the  eaft.  Ffcum  Griat 
Popo  to  the  port  of  Prda  the 
coaft  runs  about  five  miles  eaft^ 
north -eaft.  In  this  (pace  ftands 
the  town  of  Oy,  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  eaft  of  a  fmall  river  that 
difcharges  itfclf  into  the  fea, 
where  an  extraordinary  tide  ai\d 
high  furf  render  all  that  (hore 
inacceflible  (i). 


(B)  When  Bofmau  was  in  tte 
country,  in  1698,  9,tPortugueft 
captain,  a  clerk,  three  Engrt/h 
failors,  and  fome  (laves,  wei^ 
loft  by  this  furf,  and  foon  after  , 
two  captains  Of  fhips  were  over- 
turned  in  their  boat,  got  out  0^ 
the  fea  with  great  diflScuky,  but 
died  in  a  few  days.  '>  This  port, 
*'  (fays  he)  has  coft  the  com- 
**  pany  many  hundreds  ^f 
"  pounds  by  the  lofs  of  goods; 
*'  and  doubtlefs  it  mud  have 
''  been  more  expenfire  to  the 
"  Englijhy  who  have  npjt  fo 
"  good  rowers"  (2). 


(t)  Bahtty  p,  323.    327. 
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(a)  B^Jnutn^  Letter,  18.  f^  514. 
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flow  and  tedious,  that  (hips  are  twice  as  long  detained  la 
port  as  othcrwife  the  trade  would  require.     However,  having 
once  ^t  on  {hore,  the  fcene  is  foon  changed  from  a  drc^^idful 
fwclliog  furf  to  a  moft  beautifully  enamelled  meadow,  covered 
sdl  the  year  round  with  a  fine  verdure,  that  nothing  can  ex- 
ceed.    Round  the  coaft  the  country  is  flat,  tifing  by  an  ealy 
and  equal  afcent  towards  the  interior  parts,  that  fets  the 
landfchape  In  full  view,  and  ^refents  a  moft  pleafing  and 
rich  profpeft  to  the  fliipping.     The  height  of  the  afcent.  is 
bounded  by  a  chain  of  mountains  that  defends  the  country 
from  its  north-eaft  neighbotlrs.      All  the  Europeans  v/ho^^^^'' 
have  been  in  Whidah  fpeak  of  the  country  with  r-aptures,  and  ^^'*^  ' 
extol  it  as  the  moft  beautiful  in  the  world.     The  trees  are  r^*^^^ 
l^rait,  tall,  and  difperfed  in  die  moft  regular  order,  r^hich^^^^^J^ 

'  prefent  to  the  eye  fine  long  groves  and  avenues,  clear  of  all  ^_,^ 
bru(h-wood  and  weeds.  The  verdure  of  the  meadows,  the^ 
richnefs  of  the  fields,  cloathed  with  three  different  kinds  of 
com,  beans,  roots,  and  fruits,  and  the  multitude  of  houfcs, 
with  a  dimpling  ftream,  murmuring  down  the  declivity  to  the 
fea,  form  the  moft  delightful  profpeft  that  fancy  can  pifturc 
to  itfelf.     Every  inch  of  ground  is  converted  into  ufe,  except 

*  ihofe  places  deftined  by  nature  for  pleafure,  where  the  woods 
fpring  Bp  fpontaneoufly  in  the  moft  cxquifite  rural  fimpli- 
cUy.  A  perpetual  fpring  and  autumn  fucceed  each  other  ; 
for  no  fooner  has  the  huft)andman  cut  his  corn,  than  he 
again  plows  and  fows  the  ground ;  yet  is  it  not  worn  out ; 
the  nexj:  crop  put^  forth  with  the  fame  vigour  as  the  for- 

'   mer,  as  if  nature  here  were  inexhauftiblf .     Unqueftionably  ^^  prtufi- 
certain  it  is,  that  the  kingdom  of  JVhidah  is  fo  populous,  that^^*^«'  '^f*^ 
one  fingle  village  contains  as  many  inhabitants  as  feveral  in-  r?f  ^^ 
t}re  kingdoms  on  the  coaft  of  Giiiney  ;  and  yet  they  ftand  fo  ^^^^^^^^'^ 
4lofe,  that  one  is  amazed  how  the  moft  fertile  land  on  earth 
can  fupply  the  number  of  people  contained  in  fo  fin^l  a 
compafs.    One  may  compare  the  whole  kingdom  to  a  great 
city,  divided  by  gardens,  fawns,  and  groves,  inftead  of  ftrects ; 
not  a  village  in  Whidah  being  a  mufket-fliot  diftant  from  an- 
other.    Some  are  the  king's,  fome  the  viceroy's  villages,  and 
others  are  built^nd  peopled  by  particular  private  families. 
The  former  are  the  largeft  and  beft  built ;  but  the  latter  the 
fteft  cultivated ;  if  there  be  any  difference  in  a  country  fo  uni- 
formly rich  and  beautiful  *=.     In  a  word,  it  is  the  triie  image 
pf  what  the  poets  fing  of  the  Elyjian  fields  ;  and,  to  fpeak 
all  its  perfeftions,  though  the  authority  is  undeniable,  would  , 

^  SpsMAN,  Des  March.  Bahbot^  ubi  fi;pra. 

appear 
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appear  to  the  reader  as  if  we  indulged  a  warm  imagUiatioa 
at  the  expence  of  ftriA  hUlorical  truth  (C). 
Ittdiwjhn  ^   Notwithstanding  the  fmall  extent  of  this  kingdom, 
iuto  26      it  is  divided  inter  tweaty*fix  provinces^   which  take  their 
frovittceu  names  from  their  capital  towns.   Thofc  fmall  ftatcs  are  diftri- 
buted  among  the  chief  lords  of  the  kingdom,  and  become  here- 
ditary in  their  families.  The  king  oiWhidah^  who  is  only  their 
chief,  prcfides  particularly  in  the  province  of  Sain  or  Xavier, 
that  is,  the  prmdpal  province  of  the  kingdom,  as  the  city 
of  the  fame  name  is  the  capital  of  the  whole  ^  (D), 

In 

*  D18  Marchais,  T.  ii.  P.  v.  p.  iS. 


(C)  Bvjman^  who  redded  on 
the  fpot,  fpeaks  of  it  in  the 
terms  we  have  related.  The 
whole  country,  he  fays,  from 
the  Tea  to  its  extreme  limits  co- 
wards the  iJiland,  ftrikes  the  eye 
like  an  amphitheatre  adorned 
with  nature's  gayefl  colours. 
Fhillifsy  who  made  a  voyage 
thither,  declares  with  admira^ 
tion,  that  the  kingdom  of  ff^hi- 
dah  is  tHb  moft  delightful  fpeC  in 
the  univerfe,  compofed  of  the 
910ft  beautiful  fioping  meadows, 
watered  with  the  fineA  rivulets, 
adorned  with  groves  of  exqui- 
fite  fruits,  lemons,  oran|;es,  pine 
apples,  (^c,  and  fuppUed  with 
the  greateft  abundance  of  fifli, 
fowls,  and  cattle,  of  any  counr 
try  in  the  w<jrid.  Des  Mar* 
ihais  is  no  Icfs  profufe  in  his  en- 
comiams.  He  enumerates  fe-- 
yeral  parti/:ular8  omitted-  by 
other  writers,  ea^h  of  them 
culling  diiFerent  beauties  \  in- 
fomuch  that  one  would  ima- 
gine they  were  either  defcribing 
different  places, lor  that  JVhidab 
was  an  epitome  of  every  thing 
excellent  in  nature. 

(D)  As  Des  Mar  chats  baa  fa- 
voured us  with  the  names  of 
thcfc  provinces,  cities,  and  the 
guaUt7  of  their  governors,  the 


recital  may  be  deferving  of  a 
note. 

1 .  Xa^Ur^  or  Sahi^  the  ki»g. ' 

2.  Xamer  G^ga,  the  prince 
viceroy. 
Bstif  the  grand  prieft. 

N^u,'  ?"^» 

Xavier  Z/tnte^  y  ^^ 

Gregouc  Xante f '~ 

Mhingai 

G^urga,  I  each  a 

10.  Dilae,  f  lord. 

1 1 .  JiiftgaJo^, 
Marti, 

^gM,    the  royal  inter- 
preter. 

JJbfft  a  prince. 


3- 

I: 

7. 
8. 

9- 


12. 
IS- 


M- 


Oujaga, a  lord. 


iS. 
19. 
ao. 
21. 


fa/oftga,  A  lord. 

lingba,  I 

(oula/oute,        I 


lords. 


16.  Fagne,  the  king's  firft 
lord  of  the  bedchamber. 
Walonga^  A  lord. 
Dam99 
Zingba, 
KouIa/9i 

Bamer,    the  general  of 
the  troops. 

23.  ^^xM^F^iv^a,  the  captain  of 
the  king*3  guards. 

24.  Jgrakoquou,  the  firft  and 
head  trumpeter  of  the 
king's  band. 

25.  Gbtaga,  the   lord  chief 
'  jufticc,  or  the  fupreme 

admi- 
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I«  the  capital  Xavier,  or  Sabi,  a  great  market  is  held  every  ji  great 
fourth  day,  in  the  diflSbrent  ftrcetj  of  the  city.     In  the  other  market 
towns  of  the  provinces  they  keep  an  y^ploga,  as  they  term^^^'» 
it,  or  a  fair,  where  one  feldom  fees  fewer  than  Qx  thonfaad  ^^^^f**^^ 
merchants.    At  Sabi  the  greateft  markets  are  otaWtdntfiay^^*^^'^* 
aiij^  Saturday*    To  prevent  confufion,  and  the  difturbance 
that  might  arife  in  the  city  from  fnch  a  multitude  of  people, 
the  market  is  removed  at  a  mile's  diftance  from  the  walls,  to 
a  fine  large  plain,  feveral  parts  of  which  are  adorned  with 
groves  of  tufted  trees,  which  afford  a  refreihing  fliade  to  the 
people,  half  fttfled  in  the  croud,   and  fcorched  tinder  the 
burning  heat  of  the  fun.    Here  the  king's  women  attend  to 
fell  their  cloths,  and  thdr  other  maftufeftures.     Thefc  fairs 
and  markets  are  regulated  with  ib  m^ch  care  and  prudence, 
that  nothing  contrary  to  law  is  ever  committed.    All  forts  of 
merchandize  are  here  collected  ;  and  thofe  who  have  brought 
goods  are  permitted  to  take  what  time  they  pleafe  to  difpofe 
of  them,  but  without  fraud  or  noifel    A  judge,  attended  by 
four  ofEifcers  armed,  is  appointed  by  the  king  for  the  infpec- 
tion  of  all  goods,  to  hear  and  determine  all  grievances,  com-        ' 
idaints,  and  difputes.    To  opprefs  liberty,  and  fell  for  a 
flave  the  man  bom  free,  i$  a  crime  of  a  black  complexion, 
and  ^Iways  puniflied  with  death  *. 

The  market-place  is  furrounded  with  futlers^ booths,  TixAAccgunt  of 
places  of  refrcfbment,  for  the  conveniency  of  the  people,  the  great 
T^ey  are  only  permitted  to  fell  certain  forts  of  meat,  as  beef,  ^^^^^  ^ 
pork,,  goats  and  dogl  flefti.    Other  booths  are  kept  by  wo-  Xavicr/^/ 
men,  who  fell  maize,  millet,  ri^e,  and  corn  bread.    Other  ^^^' 
fliops  fell  Pito,  or  a  kind  of  pleafant,  wholfome,  and  very 
refreihing  beer.    Palm  wine,  aqua  vitac,  and  fpirits  which 

^  Des  March.  T.  v.  Part?  v.  p.  23.    Barbot,  ubi  fapra. 

admiaifirator  of  juftice  ford  a  fpecimen  of  the  WhUan 

in  criminal  cafes.  language,  which  appears  to  be 

26.  Babo,  the  king*9  ande,  by  no  means  harih  and  unmu* 

who  is  alio  of  the  privy-,  ficai.     One  would  be  amazed 

council,  and  one  of  the  to  fee  how  fo  petty  a  kingdom 

leading  men  in  the  na-  fhould  be  divided  into  fuch  a 

tion.  variety  of  little  fovereignties^, 

•Thcfe  provinces  wehavefpe-  each  of  them  not  fo'  large  as  a 

cified,  becaufe  their  names  are  confiderable  Gtty,  and  yet  con- 

no-where  to  be  met  with  be-  taihing  within  their  jorifdi^ion 

fides  in  Des  Metrcbais^  now  a  each  an  infinite  number  of  vil- 

work  fcaree^and  almoft  out  of  lages  (3). 

pciat ;  and  alfo  becaufe  they  af- 

^3;  £>#!  M^fheU^  T,  n,  f,  x%, 

4ey 
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they  have  from  the  Europeans ^  are  kept  in  other  fhops,  with 
rcftridUojis  on  the  fale»  to  prevent  drunkennefs  and  riot^ 
Here  Ilaves  of  both  fexes  are  bought  and  fold ;  alio  fxsxra^ 
{b£cp,  dogs>  hogs,  fiiby   aud  birds  of  all  kind$.    WooUes 
dothsy  linen,  filks,  calUcoes  of  European  and  Indian  manu* 
&£ture,  they  have  in  great  abundance ;  likewife  hard-warcv 
china  and  glafs  of  all  forts,  gold  in  duA.  and  ingots,  ii'on  in 
bars,  lead  in  fheets,  and  every  thing  of  European,  Afiaticy  of 
Jfrkan  produdion,    is  here  found  at  a  reafonable  price4 
The  chief  commodities  oifVhidan  manufaAure  are  cloths,  un>* 
hrellas,  bafkets,  pitchers  for  pito  or  beer,  plates  and  difhes 
of  wood,  gourds  finely  ornamented,  white  and  blue  papery 
pepper,  palm  oil,  fait,  Kan-kis,  and  other  corbmodities  ^ " 
ne/ave       The  flave  trade  is  conduced  by  the  men,  all  other  things 
irade  car-  are  fold  by  the  women.    Our  gi'eatcft  merchants  might  here 
wiiJ  an  by  receive  iifefql  leflbns  from  thole  diligent  and  alert  negroes, 
'^'"^^►^^Aboth  in  the  art  of  felling  and  of  reckoning*    Here  they  rely 
the  other    f^jgiy  upon  their  own  addrefs  and  vigilance,  making  fto  ac- 
J^[  "  -  ^^^^  of  good  or  ill  fortune,  which  they  think  the  neceflary 
^^        '  rcfult  of  a  man's  own<x)nduft.    The  money  ufed  in  all  bar- 
gains is  gold-duft,  which  they  reckon  up  with  great  dexterity, 
as  every  thing  is  fold  by  prompt  payment*    Bujisy  which  the 
French  by  corruption  call  Bauges^  pafs  frequently  for  moneys 
at  their  fairs  in  the  country.     This  is  a  fmall  white  fhell,  of 
the  fize  and  (hape  of  an  olive.     In  the  kingdoms  ©f  Wtidah 
and  Ardrah  thefe  Bujii  ferve  equally  for  drefs  and  money,  fot 
ornament  and  ufe.     They  pierce  each  (hell  with  an  iron 
made   for  the  purpofe  ;  forty  of  them  they  ftring  upon  a 
cord  which  they  call  Scuze^  and  the  Portuguefe  Toquos.  Five 
of  thefe  ftrings  compofe  what  the  P.ortuguefe  call  a  Gallinhai 
and  the  negroes  2,  Fore.     By  thefe  the  exchange  of  gold-duft 
is  rated,  and  the  price  of  flaves  determined. 

The  Europeans^  the  noblility  of  Whidah^  and  all  the  rich 

negroes,  are  carried,  when  they  go  abroad,  in  hammocks  or 

litters  on  the  flioulders  of  flaves.     The  contrivance  of  thefe 

is  ingenious,  and  an  excellent  defence  againft  the  heat  of  the 

climate,  which,  fays  Phillips,  is  fo  great,  xhaxixxi  European 

could  not  walk  a  mile  in  the  middle  of  the  day  Vithout 

fatiguing,  and  expofing  himfelf  to  gfeat  dahger. 

^aihtfs        BosM  AN  fays,  that  the  inhabitants  of  JVhidah  exceed  all  the 

cf  the  na-  negroes  he  had  feen,  both  in  good  and  bad  qualities.  ^  AU 

tt'vei,        ranks  and  degrees  of  them  treat  the  Europeans  with  extreme 

•    <^ivilityj  courtefy^  and  refpeft.     Other  negroes  ar^  eternalljr 

folicliing  presents ;  tlie  Whidans  had  rather  give  than  reeeivc, 

^  BosMANi  cpift.  19. 
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When   the  Europeans  trade  with  them,  they  expeft  they, 
(hould  return  thanks  for  the  obligation  ;  but  their  making  a 
prefent  to  a  white  man  they  value  as  nothing,  and  are  dif- 
pieaied  at  any  acknowlegement  for  a  thing  fo  trifling.   They 
have  an  obliging  engaging  manner  of  addrelling  each  other, 
and  a  degree  of  fubordinate  refpeft  proportioned  to  the  qua- 
lity of  the  perfon,  that  greatly  aftoniihed  Bofman^  among  a  Their  ctre^ 
rude  people,  as  he  firft  imagined  ihem  to  be  %.    When  any  monUus  ch 
one  vifits  or  accidentally  meets  his  fuperior,  he  immediately  *^''^*(y* 
drops  upon  his  knees,  kifles  the  earth  three  times,  claps  his 
hands,  and  wifties  him  a  good  day  or  good  night,  which  the 
other  returns  in  the  pofture  in  which  he  then  happens  to  be, 
by  gently  clapping  "his  hand,  and  wifliing  him  the  lame.  The 
other  all  this  while  remains  fitting,  or  proftrate  on  the  earth, 
till  the  fuperior  departs,  unlefs   fome  urgent  bufinefs  calls 
liim,  in  which  cafe  he  makes  his  apology  in  the  moft  fub- 
miffivc  terms;     The  fame  refpeft  is  (hewn  to  the  elder  bro- 
ther by  the^  younger,  to  fathers  by  their  children,  and  by 
women  to  their  hufbands.     Every  thing  is  delivered  to,  or 
received  from,  a  fuperior  on  the  knee.     Women  do  the  fame 
to  ^heir  hulbands,  adding,  what  is  efteenjed  a  mark  of  ftill 
more  profound  rcfpeft,  the  clapping  together  of  both  hands. 
When  perfons  of  equal  condition  meet,  they  each  fall  down, 
clap  their  hands,  and  mutually  falute ;  the  fame  ceremonies 
being  nicely  obferved  and  imitated  by  their  feveral  attendants, 
•a  whole  retinue  of  100  perfons  being  down  at  once  on  their 
knees,  which  might  eafdy  be  miftaken  for  fome  public  aft 
of  devotion.     If  a  fuperior  fneezes,  every  one  round  him 
fall  upon  their  knees,  clap  their  hands,  and  wifti  him  happi* 
nefs.     In  a. word,  no  part  of  the  world  is  more  polite  in  the 
external  ceremonies  than  the  kingdom  of  IVhidah,  How  a  na- 
tion, confined  to  fo  fmall  a  fpot  of  ground,  ftiould  aifFer  fo 
far  in  manners  from  the  furrounding  kingdoms  with  which 
rfiey  fcave  a  conftant  int«rcourfe,  is  not  fo  eafily  accounted 
far  *».  One  would  be  led  to  think  that  this  happy  little  people 
have  a  foil,  a  climate,  and  a  nature  peculiar  to  themfelves, 
and  differing  from  thofe  diflant  but  a  few  miles  from  them 
(E).    The  natives  of  K^hidah  are  in  general  tall,  Well  made, 

ftrait. 


^*-A 


t  Bos^AK,  epifl.  19.  *  Barbot,  p.  830.    Bosman, 
let.  18. 

(E)  Jtkins  takes  ndtice  of  a  ficcs  of  Kfe.   Both  fexes  accom- 

ilihgular  piece  of  decency  and  pany  each  other  upon  thofe  na* 

poiitenefs  that  prei^ails  among  tiiral  calls ;  but  if  the  modefty 

them  in  the  inore  uncle&uly  of-  of  the  woman  is  offended  at  any 


indif- 

Digitiz.ed  by  VjOOQ IC 


4oa  The  ffifidry  of  the  Shire  C6&&.     B.XVII. 

ftraif,  and  robdft.    Their  complexion  is  black,  but  not  fo 

jet  and  glofljr  as  thofe  of  the  Gold  Coaft,  and  ftill  lefs  than 

Their  in-  thofe  of  Senegal  and  the  river  Gambia.^  They  excel  aH  other 

dufiry  and  negroes  in  inauftry  and  vigilance.     Idlenefs  is  the  faTOttrite 

tommrce.  vke  of  the  Jfricdtis  in  general ;  here,  on  the  contrary,  both 

fexes  are  fo  laborious  and  diligent,  that  they  nev'er  defif!  till 

they  have  fiolftied  their  undertaking ;  carrying  thcfame  fpirit 

of  p*rfeverance  Jnfd  every  aftion  of  their  lives  K 

Besides  agriculeure,  from  which  only  the  king  and  a  fevr 
p^rfofts  of  the  firft  diftinftloft  are  exempted,  they  employ 
themfelves  in  feveral  kinds  of  manufeftures.    They  fpin  cot- 
ton yarn,  weatre  fine  cotton  cloths,  make  calabafles,  wooden 
veffels,  pfaces,  and  difties ;  likeWife  affagayesy  finlrhi  wotk, 
i;c.  in  greater  perfeftion  than  any  other  people  on  the  coaft. 
Whilft  the  men  are  thns  employed,  the  women  brew  pih^ 
and  drefs  pfovifions,  which.  With  their  hn/bands  merchan- 
dize, they  carry  for  fale  to  ftiarkct.    Both  men  and  women 
are  employed  in  fearch  of  gain,  and  their  emulation  is  equal 
to  their  induftry.    Hence  it  is  that  they  live  weH,  nay  fplen- 
didly,  when  compared  with  the  other  negroes  of  the  coaft. 
Labour  is  cheap  here,  the  profits  fcdely  arifing  from  the  un- 
wearied induftry  of  the  labourer  ;  a  common  porter  wiD 
run  all  day  long  with  a  burthen  of  an  hundifed  wdght  upon 
hig  head  ^. 
Jti/emhle       S£viJftAL  travellers  have,  not  unjuftly,  compared  the  man- 
#^  Chi-    j^j.g  pf  fi^js  people  to  the  Chinefe.     The  fame  laborious  in- 
befe  tn      juftry,  ceremonious  clvinty,  jealous  affeftion  to  their  wo- 
tertaittpe^  men,  and  thievifh  inclinations  in  trade,  prevail  (P).    Their 

*  Privost,  1.  ix.  c.  3;  ^  Atkins,  p.  ii6. 

liuliicretfon  on  the  man's  fide,  at  the  time  appointed  with  a 

lA  cxpofing  «parts  whi<:h  odght  retinde  of  all  his  friends  and 

to  be  concealed,  fhe  has  the  pri-  domeftics,    accompanied   with 

vilege  of  mukting  him  in  what  mufic  of  all  kinds.     All  ki»  at' 

fum  ihe  thinks  proper,  p.  112.  tendants  precede  him  while  he 

(F)  Perhaps,  in  the  ceremo-  is  carrfcd  xn^ihammoc,  orfedaq, 

flials   of    public  vifits   among  on  the  (hot^lders  of  his  (laves 

perfonsof-diftinftion,  they  even  in  the  rear.     When  he  arrives 

'                    «xceed   the   Chinefe,     When  a  at  the  hoofe,  he  alights,  and  is 

perfonoffome/quality  at//^/6iV«E»&  received  by  the  ferv ants  of  the 

DTopofes  vifiting  his  fuperior,  great  man;  the  mufic  ceafes, 

he  firft  (ends  to  know  when  he  and  the  whole  retinae  proftratc 

may  be  Waited  upon.     Having  themfelves  on  the  ground.  The 

obtained  pennifTion,  he  fcts  out  fervants  of  the  houfe  put  them- 

7  fclvcs 
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external  refpeft  likewife  to  ftrang^s  has  a  refemblance.  Jf 
the  Whidajians  meet  an  European  twenty  times  la  a  day,  the 
fame  train  of  ceremonies  is  repeated,  the  negleA  of  Mrhich 
is  punifhcd  with  a  fine.  The  late  king  oiWhidah  carried  this 
confideration  of  foreigners  to  fuch  a  height,  that  one  of  his 
principal  officers  was  beheaded  for  prefuming  to  lift  his  cane 
in  a  menacing  manner  over  the  head  of  2i.Frenchman.  The 
chief  diredlor  of  that  nation  ufed  all  his  influence  to  miti- 
gate the  punifliment ;  but  the  king  was  inexorable,  nor  could 
any  thing  lefs  than  his  .life  atone  for  fo  heinous  a  crime  as  a, 
breach  of  hofpitality '.  '  . 

The  women  till  the  land  for  their  hulbands,  nnlefs  they  7hefervih 
happen  to  be  very  beautiful ;  in  this  cafe  they  are  maintained  condition 
at  home  with  all  the  pomp  of  eaftern  nations,  but  with  the  of  the  wa- 
lofs  of  liberty  alfo.  They  are  neither  permitted  to  go  abroad,  «*»• 
but  in  company  with  then:  hulbands,  and  clofe  fhut  up  in 
their  Hamars^  nor  can  they  receive  any  male  vifitors  at  home. 
Upon  the  leaft  jealoufy  or  fufpicion,  they  are  fold  by  their 
husbands  to  the  Europeans,    If  in  ttus  country  one  perfon 
debauches  the  wife  of  another,  he  muft  himfelf  not  only 
fuffer  death,  but  his  whole  family  a^e  involved  in  the  con- 
lequences  of  his  guilt.     Touching  the  body,  even  accident-  The  deli^ 
ally,  of  any  of  the  king*s  women,  is  often  puniftved  with  ^"^^  ob-, 
death,  always  with  the  lofs  of  liberty ;  it  is  ufual,  there- A^y^d 
fore,  with  all  employed  about  the  palace,  to  keep  continu-  y*^^  '*'* 
ally  calling  out,  as  a  warning  to  the  women  that  a  man  is  in^.    /^    ' 
the  way.    -For  this  reafon  it  is  that  the  king  is  wholly  at-  ^^^  *"'** 
tended  by  women,  no  man  being  permitted  to  enter  the  walls 
of  the  palace,  unlefs  to  repair  it,  in  which  cafe  the  women 
are  removed  to  fome  diftant  part.     When  the  women  go 
^ato  the  fields  for  pleafure,  which  they  frequently  do  fome 
hundreds  at  a  time,  upon  feeing  a  man,  they  call  out,  '^  Stand 
**  clear :"  upon  which  he  falls  on  his  face,  continuing  in 
that  pofture  till  they  s^•e  pafled  by ;  for  the  flighteft  look 
would  be  criminal.     On  the  fmalleft  difguft  his  majefty  fre- 
quently fells  1 8  or  20  women,  which  by  no  means  diminiflies 
the  number  of  his  feraglip,  their  places  being  immediately 
filled  up  by  frefh  virgins  provided  by  the  proper  officers. 
When  a  lady  is  prefented  to  the  king,  he  4oes  her  the  ho- 

y  Pes  March^  vol.  il.  p.  184. 

felves  in  the  fame  pofture,  and    ry  th^ir  politenefs  to  thefaigheil 
«jiU  tke  conteH  is,  who  (hall  car-    pitch  of  ceremony  (4}. 

(^)  Dts  Manbaii,  W.  U.  /.  182. 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XVI.  D  d  nour 
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>notir  of  paffing  two  or  three  evenings  with  her ;  after  which 
ftie  lives  the  remainder  of  her  life  with  the  chaftity  of  a  nun. 
■  Hence  the  women  are  fo  little  defirous  of  being  brought  to 
the  feraglio,  that  many  of  them  prefer  death.     An  inftancc 
of  this  kind  happened  about  the  time  that  Bofman  refided  in 
the  country.     The  officers  endeavoured  to  bring  to  the  Ha- 
ram  a  lady  of  great  beauty,  whofe  fhynefs  they  at  firft  attri- 
buted to  a  virgin  modefty.     When  flie  found  they  perfifted 
in  urging  her,  ihe  fled  from  them  ;  and  they  purfuing,  to 
avoid  fervitude,  (he  flung  herfelf  into  a  deep  well,  where  flic 
was  drowned^ni. 
fhenvo'         The  women  here  arc  exceedingly  prolific,  and  the  men 
men  ex'     vigorous  and  warm  in  their  confVitution.     In  proof  of  the 
cttdingly     fertility  of  the  one,  and  the^  powers  of  the  other,  Bofman 
fruiijix.      relates,  that  the  king  afiured  him,  before  his  whole  court, 
that  one  of  his  viceroys,  who  had  lately  triumphed  over  the 
enemies  o\Whidahy  had  in  his  arftiy  two  thoufand  of  his  lineal 
offspring,  fons,  grandfons,  and  their  chjldren.     He  has  fre- 
quently feen  fathers  who  had  upwards  of  200  children. 
Upon  interrogating  a  certain  captain  of  the  guards  concerning 
the  number  of  his  family,  he  replied  with  a  figh,  that  he 
was  unhappy  in  that  particular,   not  having  above  feventy 
living.     Bofman  then  afked  him  how  many  had  died,  and  he 
^anfwered  feventy.     Thus  a  family  of  140  children  is  by  no 
means  looked  upon  as  extraordinary  «. 
Drift  of        The  natives  oiWhldah  drefs  better  and  more  fumptubufly 
tke  na-      ^^^^^  ^^Y  Other  nation  on  the  coaft  ;  but  they  are  unacquainted 
tives.         with  the  ufe  of  gold  and  fdver  ornaments,  their  country 
producing  none  of  the  precious  metals.     They  wear  five  or 
fix  different  fuits  at  a  time,  the  uppermoft  being  feven  or 
Wght  yards  long,  which  they  wrap  round  them  in  a  decent 
and  becoming  manner.      None  are  permitted  to  wear  red 
befides  the  royal  family,  but  all  other  colours  are  free.     Nor 
are  the  women  (hort  of  the  men  in  the  multitude  of  clothes 
which  they  heap  over  each  other.     Their  drefs  is  becoming, 
but  lefs  decent  than  that  of  the  other  fex.     Behind  their 
gowns  are  long  and  genteel,  but  before  loofe  and  opeir,  in- 
fomuch  that  many  accidents  occafion  the  difcovery  of  parts 
whicfh  modefty  and  nature  require  fliould  be  concealed.    It  is 
alleged  by  the  men,  that  this  fafhion  was  the  invention  of  the 
wo  Tien,  for  which  doubtlefs  they  had  thdr  reafons.     Men, 
women,  and  children,  have  their  heads  clofe-fliaved,  in  which 
manner  they  go  abroad  under  rain,  wind,  or  the  burning 
heat-of  the  fun,  without  the  fmalleft  inconvenience  :    cufr 

">  Bos  MAN,  Epift.  19.         n  Ibid.  Epill,  20. 

3      '  torn 
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torn  renders  it  familiar,  and  the  prafticc  iiardens  their  con- 
ftitutions.  Phillips  affinns  that  the  women  all  go  naked  till 
marriage,  and-thaj:  thisis  the  mark  of  their  virginity ;  but 
this  aflertion  is  confirmed  by  no  other  author.  "  Habit,'* 
fays  he,  "renders  them  fo  infenfible  of  this  indecency, 
•*  that  I  have  feen  two  hundred  of  them  all  together  in 
**  that  fituation.  Of  this  circumftance  the  young  fellows 
•*'  take  all  manner  of  advantage,  treating  them  with  the 
**  freedom  that  may  be  expefted  among  young  people 
**  let  loofe  together.  This  cuftom,  we  imagine,  has  been 
*'  inftituted  for  ferious  purpofes,  to  fecure  the  peace  and 
**  happiiiefs  of  the  connubial  flate,  by  making  the  parties 
**  iicquainted  with  each  other's  excellencies  J)efore  tliey 
**  were  joined  in  njarriage  «>."  This,  however,  is  not  only 
Xiafupported  by  other  authorities,  but  contradifts  what  the 
author  before  advanced,  that  nakednefs  is  a  mark  of  real 
virginity ;  iince  a  woman  boalls  of  lofing  that  appellation 
before  nxarriage,  and,  by  his  account,  aftually  perfefts  her 
pretenfions. 

Des  Marchais  diifers  widely  from  Bofman's  account  of 
the  JVhidan  drefs.  He  treats  this  particular  very  explicitly ; 
but  hpw  truly,  muft  be  fubmitted  to  thofe  who  have  refided 
there.  The  royal  drefs  and  that  of  the  nobility  diiFer  in 
nothing ;  but  their  form  and  value  is  unlike  that  of  the 
lower  clafs.  Befides,  he  affirms,  that  the  great  wear  brace- 
lets ^nd  collars  of  pearls,  gold,  and  coral ;  alfo  chains  of 
gold  and  filver.     Their  heads  are  fometimes  bare  ;  but,  in 

feneral,  covered  with  an  European  hat  and  feather.     The 
ime  diftinftions  hold  among  the  ladies. 
Before  we  clofe  this  fcftion,  we  fhall  remark,  that  the  No  equa- 
IVhidans  are  to  a  degree  rude  and  ignorant  in  foine  particulars.  //>»  or  M» 
Thpy  have  no  equation  of  time ;  no  diftinftion  of  hours,  'vijton  of 
days,  weeks,  or  ftated  periods.     They  know  the  fo  wing- ''"^^*^* 
time  by  the  moon,  or  rather  they  fow  as  foon  as  they  Yislvq'^'^* 
reaped  ;  and  their  markets  they  keep  every  third  day  :  no      '*  \ 
ether  ftated  feftivals  of  any  kind  being  knoWn.     However,  T'^^f  Whi- 
without  pen,  ink,  or  the  affiftance  of  an  artificial  arithme-  dans  ex- 
tic,  they  calculate  the  largeft  fums  with  great  accuracy,  ftatc/^^/f?'^ 
(hares  with  great  exa6i:nefs,  and  perform  the  operations  not  wrf'«^'» 
only  of  the  ^rfk.  elements,  but  of  the  more  complex  rules  of 
arithmetic,  with  a  quicknefs  that  exceeds  the  moil  expert  Eii- 
ropean  arithmetician.     Des  Marchais  alleges,  that  the  wifeft 
among  them  cannot  tell  you  his  age.    If  you  a/k,  when  fuch 
a  man  wis  born,  he  tells  you,  it  was  about  the  time  that  fuch 

°  Phillips  apud  Prevost,  t.  v.  1.  ix,  c.  4. 

D  d  2  a  fliip, 
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a  fliip,  or  fuch  an  European  faftor,  came  to  IVhidah.     From 
hence  we  may  infer,  that  their  hiflory  goes  no  higher  among 
them  than  the  living  generation  ^. 
ndr  But  one  of  the  fur  eft  charafteriftics  of  a  Whidafian  is  his 

great  ad*  propenfuy  to  fteal;  in  which  they  are  infinitely  more  adroit 
drefsin  than  any  othernegroes.  On  many  occalions  their  addrefs 
ptl/enng.  ^^^  refinement  in  this  art  are  fo  great,  that  one  would  will- 
ingly fuftain  a  moderate  lofs  for  the  fake  of  the  experiment. 
When  Bofman  was  honoured  with  an  audience  of  the  king, 
his  majefty  told  him,  •*  that  his  fubjefts  were  not  like  thofe  of 
"  Ardrah,  and  other  neighbouring  kingdoms,  where,  on  the 
**  leaft  umbrage  they  would  poifon  an  European.  This," 
continues  he,  **  you  have  no  reafon  to  apprehend;  but  I 
**  would  have  you  take  particular  care  of  your  goods ;  for 
"  my  people  are  born  expert  thieves,  and  will  fteal  from  you 
*'  while  you  aic  looking  at  them."  This  intelligence  of  the 
king  was  foon  proved  in  numberlefs  inftances,  in  which  Bof'* 
man  was  a  fufTerer  by  their  art.  It  is  a  vice  ingrafted  in  their 
filature,  that,  excepting  two  or  three  great  perfons,  has  feized 
all  ranks  of  men  throughout  the  nation.  There  is  no  fecu- 
rity  againft  their  pilfering ;  locks  and  ftone  walls  are  nothing. 
Bo/man  fays,  that  an  Englifh  captain  had  put  a  fum  of  bujis^ 
the  money  of  the  country,  into  barrels ;  but  while  the  failors 
were  carrying  them  on  their  heads  to  the  fea-fide,  the  natives 
made  (hif t  to  penetrate  the  barrels,  and  eafe  the  faiiors  of 
their  load,  by  carrying  off  a  great  number  of  bujis ;  and  all 
this  unobferved.  If  complaint  is  made  to  the  king,  he  or- 
ders the  offender  to  be  punifhed ;  but  then  no  retribution  is 
made,  nor  dare  any  one  inform  againft  the  guilty,  who  is 
protefted  by  the  king's  eldeft  fon,  a  ftiarer  in  the  general 
plunder ;  upon  which  he  has  a  certain  tax  ^. 

^  DasMarchais,  1.  X.  c.3.t.  v.  «  Bosm.  Epift2o. 
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S  E  C  T.    IV. 

Of  the  Polygamy^  nuptial  CeremonieSy  Circumcifton^ 
Hufband^s  Prerogative^  refpeSl  to  Parents^  Rules 
of  Inheritance^  Mujicy  Air^  DifeafeSy  'Burials^  Re- 
ligion^ Fetiches,  andefpecially  of  their  Snake-wor^ 
ftnfy  of  which  the  Reader  will  find  an  explicit 
Account^  with  feveral  other  Particulars. 


T  N  general  the  cuftoms  of  the  Whidaftans  have  a  ftrong  refem- 
•■•  blance  to  thofe  of  xhtGoldCoaft  negroes,  except  in  the  ar-  Pofygafnf 
tides  of  religion,  and  the  grounds  of  their  mannei's.     As  to  in  exce/s 
women,  while  the  latter  content  themfelves  with  one,  two,  or  permitted 
three,  dnd  the  perfons  of  the  higheft  quality  are  prohibited^'  Whi- 
from  exceeding  twenty  wives,  xhtWhidafians,^vcn  the  pooreft,  ^*'^' 
iave  forty  or  fifty  women.     The  great  men  keep  three  or 
four  hundred,  frequently  twice  that  number,  and  the  king 
four  or  five  thoufand,  but  feldom  fewer  than  three  thoufand. 
No  people  on  earth  perform  the  connubial  rites  with  lefs  ce- 
remony.    All  bargains,  contrafts,  jointures,  and  portions, 
are  iptirely  unknown  to  them.     The  negroes  of  the  other 
coafts  purchafe  their  women  with  cattle,  fiih,  and  other  com- 
modities ;  they  are  permitted  fo  difraifs  her,  if  fhe  pro;cs 
not  a  virgin :   here  the  praftice  is  direftly  contrary,  and  ' 
their  ideas*  totally  different.     As  a  fertile  womb  is  highly 
prized  mWhidah,  ihe  who  has  given  proofs  before  marriage  of 
her  fruitfulnefs  is  always  preferred  ;  but  it  cofts  nothincr  to 
obtain  her.     When  a  man  likes  a  girl,  he  demands  her  of  the 
parents,  who  never  refufe  their  confcnt,  provided  (he  be  of  a-^^- 
marriageableage.     Cuftom  requires  that  the  parents  condliA'*'^^^^* 
her  to  the  houfe  of  the  bridegroom.     On  her  arrival  he  pre- 
fents  her  with  a  new  drefs, .  which  is  probably  all  fhe  pof- 
fefles  ;  for  every  thing  elfe  fhe  leaves  behind  in  her  father's 
houfe.     The  hufband  then  kills  a  fheep,  which  he  eats  in 
company  with  his  wife  and  her  parents ;  which  is  the  only 
time  in  her  life  thatflie  is  admitted  to  this  honour.     Some 
tankards  of  pito  are  drank,  the  parents  return  home,  and 
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the  marriage  is  concluded,  without  any  other  ceremony.     A 
cuftom  truly  primitive  and  prudent  in  many  particulars  *. 
7bebuf'        A  HUSBAND  is  permitted  to  repudiate  his  wife  with  a? 
band  has     little  ceremony  as  he  marries  hcT.     He  only  thrufts  her  out 
tbe power  of  the  door,  and  the  feparation  is  legal;  but  then  it  muft 
ofrefuai'   be  upon  certain  proofs  of  her  incontinence.     He  alfo  muft 
^ing  bis    pay  the  parents  a  fum  double  of  the  expence  of  the  wed- 
'^''^''         ding;  a  cuftom,  fays  Labaty  that,  if  introduced  into  Europe^ 
would  prevent  fo  many  wretched  marriages.     Another  law, 
MtftftrU"    jjQ  Ytk  fevere  upon  the  women,  is  a  ftrift  prohibition,  under 
^f^h-TtT  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  °^  flavery,  to  enter  the  palace  or  the  houfe  of 
foc'^Nof    a  great  man,  during  their  ra^^w7^«i>.     Des  Marchais  is  pcr- 
tbemJes.  f^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  IVhidaftam  borrow  this  cuftom  from  thej>wj. 
No  fooher  do  they  perceive  themfelves  in  thofe  circumftantcs 
than  they  quit  the  houfe,  and  avoid  all  communication,  and 
even  the  fight  of  men.     Every  family  has  a  houfe  where  the 
women  retire  during  that  period,  under  the  care  of  an  antient 
matron.     Here  they  remain  till  they  have  Waftied  and  purified 
themfelves ;  after  which  they  return  to  their  hufbands  ;   and 
yet,  what  is  very  extraordinary,  in  fpite  of  all  thefe  fevere 
reftriftions,  the  women  of  Whidah  had  rather  not  live  than 
avoid  intrigues.     No  women  are  more  addifted  to  this  fort 
of  gaiety,  for  which  they  will  run  all  hazards.     This  is  a 
country,  fays  Des  Marchaisy  that  furnifhes  the  richeft  mate- 
rials for  the  annals  of  gallantry  ^. 
Circumch      All  their  children,  male  and  female,  are  circumcifed  in  the 
Jhn  ufed,    manner  we  have  mentioned  in  our  account  of  Benin,  Whence 
they  derived  this  cuftom,  none  of  them  can  tell ;  their  ufuai 
anfwer  being,  that  they  had  it  from  their  anceftors.     This 
operation  is  performed  at  no  certain  age.     Some  undergo  it 
at  four,  fome  at  five,  fix,  to  ten  years  of  age.  Smith  obferves, 
that  it  is  common  to  fee.  in  one  family  200  little  children  at 
play.     He  has  known  a  man  become  the  father  of  a  dozen 
children  in  one  day  ^  -  Hence  arifes  the  wealth  of  the  parent, 
who  has  the  pow^  of  difpofing  of  them  as  flaves ;  which  he 
commonly  does,  referving  only  the  eldeft  child.     Thus  this 
little  kingdom  can  furnifh  a  thoufand  flaves  in  the  fpace  of  a 
month.     In  this  particular  Des  Marchais  contradifts  all  the 
other  writers  on  this  fubjeft.     He  affirms  that  no  people  oa, 
earth  (hew  greater  indulgence^  tendernefs,  and  iarfFe^ion,  for 
^he  buf-     their  children.     They  fell  their  women,  he  allows ;  but  they 
bands  hafve  make  a  wide  difference  between  their  wives  and  th/eir  chil- 
'rfPh^^  ^^  ^^^"'     '^^^  former  are  properly  and  by  right  their  flaves ; 
jeUtbttr     but  as  for  their  children,  although  they  are  born  of  a  mo* 
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ther  that  is  a  flave,  yet  are  they  free.     No  difference  is  made  Grfnt 
between  their  legitimate  and  natural  children.      Here  iht^^/p^^ 
Whidan  law,    fays  the  fame  author,   cprrefponds  with   tht-^'"^'"  ^^ 
Jewijhy  and  is  equally  binding  to  the  prince,  and  to  the^^'T'^' ^ 
meanefl  of  his  fubjeils;  on  the  other  hand,  the  veneration  ^  "'"  ^ 
ia  which   children  hold  their   parents  is   extreme.     They 
pever  addrefs  them  but  on  their  knees ;  and  the  women  are 
fubjcfted  to  the  fame  humiliation,  all  except  the  Betas  or 
priefteffes.     In  this  cafe,  the  law  is  reverfed,  and  thofe  fa- 
cred  dames  exadl  the  fame  fubmiffion  from  their  hufbands, 
as  they  do  from  their  wives.  , 

The  younger  children  pay  great  refpeft  to  the  elder  bro-  Cereptonies 
ther,  and  any  deficiency  here  is  puniftiable  by  a  fine  at  the  of  addrefs^ 
pieaiurc  of  the  brother ;  but  little  regard  is  paid  to  the  mo-  the  fame 
ther.  Among  the  women,  the  ceremonies  of  addrefs  ^nt^^o^gtbe 
the  fame  we  have  mentioned  of  the  men,  making  an  allowance  '^^^'"  ^ 
for  the  natural  tafte  and  refinement  of  the  fex,  which  car-  '  ^''^** 
ries ''their  politenefs  to  a  greater  length  <*. 

At  the  death  of  the  father,  the  eldeft  fon  inherits  not  only  Jheeldeft 
his  eflfefts,  but  alfo  his  women ;  with  whom,  from  that  day,  y&«y2?rfW/ 
he  lives  in  quality  of  hufband.     His  own  mother  is  excepted,  ttf  the  ef-^ 
who  now  is  her  own  miftrefs,  has  a  houfe  appointed  her,  and/^^j  and 
a  certain  fortune  for  her  fubfiftence.     This  cuflom  prevails  'vji'vef  of 
as  well  in  the  palace  royal,  as  among  the  people.     But  fub-  ^^  father^ 
jefts  were  never  permitted  to  burn  the  houfe  and  facrifice 
the  women,  as    had   once   been  cuftomary  ia   the  king's 
family. 

The  extraordinary  induflry  with  which  \kizWh\danefe  ap-  ^he Treat.. 
ply  to  commerce  and  agricufture,  does  not  deftroy  their  tafte  excejyio 
for  pleafure.     They  will  frequently  hazard  all  they  are  worth  li-hich  tht 
at  play;  and  after  having  loft  their  money  and  effefts,  will»^'^*-^« 
ftake  their  wives,  and  even  their  children ;  nay  fometimes  ^^''O' 
themfdves.     So  many  diforders  refulted  from  this  paflion,  j'^'^'^' 
that  the  late  king  prohibited  all  games  at  hazard  upon  pai^  ^^^f^^d* 
of  death.     This  law,  however,  died  with  him,  and  now 
'gaming  is  as  fafhionable  and  as  pernicious  as  ever.     Some  of 
th<ife  games  are  extremely  ingenious,  that  in  particular  called 
AtropoSy  or  the  fix  bujisj  has  in  the  contrivance  fomething  pe- 
culiarly pretty  and  artful.     They   have  befides  games  for 
exerdfe  and  trials  of  ftrength,  aftlvity  and  courage.     Their  ^hemfuk 
mufick  is  much  the  beft  of  any  to  be  met  with  in  thofe  coun-  ofjhe 
tries.  One  inftrument,,thatrefembles  a  harp,  is  really  mufical.  Whidaas. 
It  is  ftruDg  with  reeds  of  different  fizes,  which  fhey  touch 
with  great  dexterity,  accompany  with  a  fweet  voice,  and 
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dance  to  their  own  mufick  in  exaft  time,  and  with  an 
agreeable  air  and  manner.     They  have  likewife  a  kind  of 
kettle-drums  and  trumpets,  which  they  ufe  in  war ;  beiides 
flutes  and  feveral  wind  inflruments  ^. 
Matignify      THIS  country  has  its  peculiar  difeafes,   as  well  as  its 
rf  tbt  air,  games  and  pleafures.     According  to  Smithy  the  air  is  infeAed 
with  qualities  of  a  contagious  and  malignant  nature.    Tradi- 
tion afErmsiy  that  it  received  this  noxious  difpoiition  fince  the 
ravages  of  the  Dabomay  monarch  had  almoft  depopulated  the 
kingdom,  and  left  thofe  lands  uncultivated.  Then  fprung  up 
a  quantity  of  poifbnous  herbs,  the  exhalations  from  which 
tainted  the  air.     This  malignity  of  the  air,  fays  Des  Mar'^ 
chats,  is  difcoverable  from  the  dew  that  falls  before  fun-rife, 
which  inftandy  breeds  a  number  of  infefls,  in  (hape  refem- 
bling  lizards,  ferpents,  and  toads;  but  the  heat  of  the  fun 
dries  and  annihilates  them,  almoft  as  foon  a$  they  have  exig- 
ence.   This  bad  quality  of  the  air  produces  violent  effefts, 
chiefly  among  the  Europeans,  and  the  only  preventives  are, 
keeping  out  of  the  night  air ;  or,ifneccflity  requires  expofing 
one's  felf,  wrapping  the  head  and  body  warm,  keeping  the 
iQouth  as  mueh  (hut  as  pofiible,  and  if  poffible,  avoiding  every 
kind  of  hard  labour  during  the  heat  of  the  day.    The  negroes 
arc  accuilomed  to  bear  the  ftrongeft  heat  of  the  fun  u^on 
their  bare  heads ;  but  the  experiment  always  proves  dangerous 
to  an  European y  producing  ardent  fevers,  accompanied  with 
a  delirium,  that  ufually  carries  the  patient  off  in  three  days. 
Ardent  fc'  Thefc  fevers,  which  may  be  termed  endemial,  prove  moft 
wn  frt'    dangerous,  and  indeed  always  mortal,  in  the  months  oi  June^ 
quent.        j^jy  ^^^  Juguji.      They  begin  with  cold  ftiiverings  and 
>   fwcats,  excruciating  pains  in   the  head  and  loins,  haemor- 
rhages' at  the  nofe,  a  violent  throbbing  of  the  heart,  a  thirft 
.  that  is  unfupportable,  a  dry  parched  tongue,  which  in  a  few 
hours  becomes  quite  black;  with  other  violent  fymptoms. 
Des  Marchais  is  paiticular  in  the  method  of  cure,  and  as 
particular  in  forbidding  phlebotomy  in  thefirft  ftage  of  the 
diforder ;  though  one  would  imagine  that  all  the  fymptoms^ 
and   efpecially  the  haemorrhage,  indicated   this  operation. 
Pyfenteries  are  likewife  frequent  and  fatal  in  Ifhidah  \ 
The  Whi-       The  natives  are  diligent  in  the  ufe  of  medicines,  and  offcr- 
danefe       j^gs  to  their  gods  for  the  recovery  of  the  fick.     So  fearful 
^tf«»tf/       are  they  of  death,  that  they  cannot  fupport  the  found  of  the 
i^ktioniMZ  ^^^^'  without  vifible  emotion ;  and  it  is  death,  to  pronounce 
^f  death.    ^'  "P^"  ^^^  occafioa  before  the  king,  Bofman  relates,  that  in 
his  firil  voyage  to   this  country,  he  waited  before  his  de- 
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parture  on  tbe^king,  who  owed  him  an  hundred  pounds. 
At  taking  leaTC,  he  a&ed  the  monarch  who  ihould  pay  him 
in  his  return,  in  cafe  he  died  I  All  the  by-ftandcrs  were 
ihocked  at  the  queflion  (and  indeed  it  carried  with  it  true 
2>a/tA,bluntnefs) ;  but  the  king,  who  fpoke^a  little  Portti- 
gutfe,  told  him ;  "  not  to  give  himfelt  any  concern  about 
**  that,  for  he  ihould  always  live^\  The  Dutchman  per* 
cdived  his  error,  took  his  leave  abruptly  and  departed.  On 
his  return,  he  fo  frequently  raillied  them  upon  their  weak  fears, 
that  in  time  the  word  grew  familiar  to  the  better  fort ;  and 
the  king,  who  was  a  jovial  fellow,  ufed  to  repeat  it  as  fre- 
quently as  any  of  them.  But  the  people  of  meaner  ranlc  re- 
tained their  old  apprehenfions,  which. nothing  could  remove. 
In  general,  the  moft  violent  prejudices  accompany  the  blindeft 
ignorance. 

The  burying-place  of  the  kings  and  nobles^s  in  a  gallery,  Cufiorm 
which  the  fons  ereft  for  their  fathers..    Here  the  body  is  regarding 
laid  ip  the  very  middle  of  the  vault,  and  with  it  the  buckler,  ^^rialsand 
fword,  bow  and  arrows  of  the  deceafed.     But  though  guns  ^^^^^'^g- 
and  piftols  are  ufed  in  tke  country,  they  are  never  laid  in  the 
tomb.     A  cuftom  inviolably  preferved  by  the  heir,  is,  to' 
mpurn  for  an  entire  year,  during  which  period  he  roams  about, 
fedudes  himfelf  from  fociety,    quits   his  ufual  attire,    his 
bracelets,  chains  and  rings ;  and  though  at  full  liberty  to 
enter  upon  his  eftate  from  the  day  of  his  father's  death,  yet 
fo  ftrong  is  afFeftion,  grief,  or  prejudice,  that  he  firmly  and 
fteadily  purfues  a  cuftom,  which  at  leaft  has  a  great  appear- 
ance of  decency  ^. 

As  to  religion,  Bofman  is  of  opinion,  that  the  piety  of  this  Religion  of 
country  is  founded  upon  no  other  principles  than  thofe  of  Whidah.  . 
intereft  and  fuperftition.  In  the  latter  they  exceed  all  other 
nations ;  "  for  allowing,"  fays  he,  "  the  ancient  heathens  to 
"  value  themfelves  upon  thirty  thoufend  deities,  I  dare  ven- 
**  ture  to  affirm,  that  the  natives  of  Whidah  may  lay  juft  claim 
**  to  four  times  that  number.'*  However,  he  belie^ves  that 
they  have  a  faint  idea  of  the  One  True  God,  to  whom  they 
attribute  omnipotence  and  ubiquity.  They  believe  that  a 
being  exifts,  the  Creator  of  the  univerfe,  to  whona  of  confe- 
quence  their  Fetiches  arc  inferior;  the  thing  made,  to  the 
maker :  but  they  neither  pray  nor  facrifice  to  this  being.  He 
is,  fay  they,  too  highly  exalted  to  take  any  concern  about 
them.;  and  the  government  of  the  world  he  leaves  to  the 
Fetiches.  To  thefe,'as  the  mediators  between  Gbd  and  them, 
they  apply  themfelves,  _  It  appears,  therefore,  that  they  look 
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upon  their  Fetiches  as  mere  corporeal  fubftances,  but  en- 
dowed by  the  Supreme  Being  with  certain  powers  ufeful  to 
mankind  :  an  apology  of  a  limiiar  nature  with  what  fuper- 
ftitious  Roman-catholics  make  for  their  images  *». 
7hejttft         According  to  Des  Marchais,  the  more  fenfible  IVhidans 
Motions       believe  in  one  fpiritual  God,  who  punifhes  vice  and  rewards 
they  have  vir\Mt;  who  caufes  the  heavens  to  thunder,  the  clouds  to 
of  the  Su'  rain,  the  Iky  to  lig^hten,  and  the  fun  to  ftiine.     His  refidence 
freme        js  in  the  heavens,  whence  with  infinite  jufticc  and  goodnefs 
Being.       i^Q  governs  the  woild.     With  fuch  fentipiehts  as  thefe,  one 
would  think  the  zeal  of  the  miffionaries  were  unneceflary. 
They  have  confufed  notions  of  hell,  the  devil,  and  of  de- 
parted fpirits.     The  former  they  call  a  fubterraneous  abode, 
where  the  wicked  are  punifhed  by  fire  ;  and  this  opinion  has 
been  confirmed  among  them  by  the  arrival  of  a  certain  for- 
cerer  (probably  a  miffionary),  who  pretended  to  have  come 
from  thence.     There,  he  affirmed,  he  faw  feveral  perfons  of 
the  court,  whom  he  had  formerly  known,  and  particularly 
the  late  prime  minifter. 
jfflory  re-    •  ^^^MAN  relates  the  following  ftory,  which  fhews  the  opi- 
lated  by     ^^^^  ^^^  vciovt  fenfible  natives  entertain  of  their  idolatry.     He 
BofihaQ.    once  aflced  a  negroe,  with  whom  he  was  intimate,  how  they 
performed  their  divine  worfhip,  and  what  number  of  gods 
they  aright  have  ?  The  negroe  fmiling,  aflured  him  that  the 
queftion  greatly  perplexed  him  ;  ft>r  that  no  man  in  the  * 
country  could  give  the  exaft  eftimate.     Bofman  replied,  that 
only  three  gods  were  acknowledged  by  them,  he  therefore 
requefted  that  he  might  have  fome  account  of' the  private 
deities.     To  this,  the  negroe  favoured  him  with  the  foUow- 
inganfwcr.  "  The  number  of  ourgods,"  fayshe,  **  isinfinite. 
"  When  we  undertake  any  thing  arduous  and  important, 
*'  we  firft  look  out  for  a  fit  deity  to  profper  the  enter  prize. 
**  Going  out  of  doors  with  this  view,  we  take  the  firfl  crea- 
"  ture  that  prefents  itfelf,  whether  dog,  cat,  or  the  moft 
"  contemptible  reptile,  for  a  god ;  nay  often  inanimate  things, 
**  as  a  ftone  or  tree.     To  this  we  prefent  an  offering,  ac- 
**  companied  with  a  folemn  vow,  that  if  the  god  will  fa- 
"  vour  our  defigns,  we  will  henceforward  worftiip  him.     If 
*'  accordingly  we  fucceed,  we  attribute  it  to  the  influence  of 
**  this  new  chofen  deity,  and  pay  our  vow  religioufly  ;  if  on 
**  the  contrary  we  are  difappointed,  the  god  is  rejedied,  and 
*'  his  worfhip  neglefted.     Thus  we  make  and  unmake  our 
"  gods ;  we  are  their  mafters  and  fervants  ;>  their  number 
•*  depends  on  our  fortune,  and  perhaps  their  worlhip  to  our 
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**  folly."  Bofmarij  however,  attributes  this  juft  manner  of 
thinking  to  his  having  converfed  much  with  the  French, 
\¥hofe  language  he  fpoke  perfeftly  ». 

The  Fetiches  of  IVhidah  mzy  be  divided  into  three  clafles,  Their  Fe* 
the  /erj>ent,  tall  trees,  and  the  /ea  ,•  they  fometimes  add  a  tiches  ifi- 
fourth,  namely,  the  chief  river  of  the  kingdom,  the  Euphra-  '"i>^f^iit9 
tes.,    Theferpent  is  the  moft  celebrated  and  honoured;  the-^^*'*^^?^ 
other  two  being  fubordinate  to  the  power  of  this  deity.  y^\*^'*' 
The  fnake  they  invoke  in  extreme  wet,  dry,  or  barren  feafons ;  ff.gg"^ 
on  all  occafions  relating  to  their  government,  civil  policy,  toads  and 
and  cattle ;  in  a  word,  on  all  the  great  difficulties  and  occur-  the/ea. 
rences  of  life.     For  this  reafon  rich  offerings  are  made  to  it,  ^^  ^. 
^fpecialJy  by  the  king,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  priefts,  and  f^f\^^ 
-perfuafions  of  the  courtiers,  who  reap  the  benefit  of  his  de-  andcun* 
votion.     Thofe  offerings  ufually  confift  of  money,  pieces  of  ^/^^  of'tht 
rick  jGIk  and  fluffs,  all  forts  of  European  and  African  com-  f^iefis, 
modities,  live  cattle,  and  elegaut  entertainments  of  all  kinds 
of  the  befl  food.     This  fnake  has  a  large  round  head,  beau-  _.      . 
»  tifully  piercing  eyes,  a  fhort  pointed  tongue,'  refembling  a  .•      ?1^ 
dart;  its  pace  flow  and  folemn,  except  when  it  feizes  on  its  1^^^ 
prey,  then  quick  and  rapid ;  its  tail  fliarp  and  fliort ;  its  fkia 
of  an  elegant  fmoothnefs,  adorned  with  beautiful  colours,  up- 
on a  light-grey  ground.    It  is  amazingly  tame  and  familiar, 
permitting  itfelf  to  be  approached  and  even  handled.     The 
largefl  that  Des  Marchais  had  feen  was  about  a  yard  long, 
and  as  thick  as  a  man's  arm.     He  adds,  that  they  are  ex- 
tremely fond  of  rats  flefli,  and  feem  no  lefs  delighted  with 
the  chace  than  with  the  food.     When  they  have  tired  their 
prey  and  themfelves,  they  then  kill  and  eat  it;  an  employment 
that  holds  them  long,  as  their  gullet  is  remarkably  narrow. 
When  the  faake  chances  to  be  on  the  top  of  a  houfe,  he  is 
unable  to  difengage  himfelf  with  the  agility  neceflary  for 
feizing  on  the  rat.     Of  this,  as  our  author  affures  us,  the  lat- 
ter appears  to  be  fenfible ;  for  he  has  frequently  feen  a  rat 
pafs  and  repafs  in  a  fportive  manner  before  the  fnake,  as  if  it 
played  with  his  embarraffment  ^. 

These  fnakes  have  a  mortal  antipathy  to  all  venomous  q-^g/fufj^, 
ferpents.     They  attack  them  wherever  they  find  them,  ^^li  aninoff'cn'^    ■ 
they  had  a  pleafure  in  delivering  mankind  from  their  poKon.  ji<ve  ani'^ 
The  Europeans  themfelves  find  no  difficulty  in  familiarizing  maL 
themfelves  to  thofe  inoffenfive  animals,   with  which  they  \ 
play  withdut  any  dread  or  apprehenfion  of  danger.    There 
is  no  fear  of  miftaking  them  for  the  poifonous  ferpent,  the 
colpur  and  flze  fufficiently  diflinguifliiog  them.  The  negroes 

*  Ibidem*  ^.  p£8  March,  ubi  fiipra. 
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entertain  a  notion  that  the  firft  progenitor  of  this  race  of 
fnakes  is  flill  living,  and  grown  to  an  enormous  bulk '. 

The  worfhip  of  this  fnake  the  negroes  allege  to  be  of 
very  ancient  date.     According  to  them,  they  quitted  another 
<erning  the  country  where  the  people  pretended  to  worfliip  them,  but 
origin  of    v^ere  in  truth  unworthy  of  their  facredproteftion,  on  account 
of  their  vices  and  crimes.    The  fVhidanefe^  charmed  with  the' 
preference  given  to  them,    received  them  with  incredible 
marks  of  re^-6l,  and  an  hearty  welcome.  They  carried  them 
on  a  filken  carpet  to  a  temple,  and  paid  them  a  worfhip  doc 
to  their  divinity.     Certain  it  is,  that  the  fnake  was  worfhip- 
pcd  firll  at  Ardrah,  though  the  date  of  this  worfhip  in  either 
kingdom  is  uncertain.     As  the  firft  temple  in  which  it  was 
placed  was  thought  too  mean  for  the  refidence  of  fo  re- 
fpeftablc  a  deity,  a  refolution  was  formed  to  ereft  one  more 
worthy  of  its  dignity.     A  revenue  was  appointed  for  it^  fup- 
port,  with  pontiffs  and  priefts  to  attend  it.  Every  year  a  certain 
number  of  beautiful  virgins  are  confecrated  to  it.     "What  is 
very  remarkable  is,  that  the  natives  believe  this  to  be  the  very 
fnake  which  their  anceftors  carried  with  them,  when  they 
gained  a  great  viftory  over  their  enemies  "». 

The  pollerity  of  this  noble  animal  is  grown  numerous, 
but  nothing  degenerated  from  the  virtues  of  their  anceftor. 
Although  this  chieftain  fnake  be  the  moft  honoured,  yet  all 
the  reft  are  likewife  worfliipped,  fed,  and  fondled  by  the 
negroes.     No  infult  or  injury  dare  be  committed  to  it,  under 
pain  of  death,  by  a  native ;  and  even  an  European^  who  would 
be  fo  hardy  as  to  pafs  an  affront  on  the  deity,  would  run  ha- 
zards from  his  votaries.     Of  this  the  Englijh  had  a  tragical 
inftance,   as  is  affirmed  by  the  concurring  teftimonies  of 
Barbot  and  Bo/man.     When  the  Englijh  firft  fettled  in  mi- 
dah,  the  captain  having  unfhipped  his  goods  on  the  ftiore, 
Enghih,  '  jj^g  failors  found  at  night  one  of  thofe  fnakes  in  their  maga* 
f°!'l'^^"g  zine,  which  they  ignoraritly  killed,  and  threw  upon  the  bank, 
without  dreaming  of  any  bad  confequences.     The  negroes, 
who  foon  difcovered  the  facrilege,  and  had  it  confirmed  by 
the  acknowlegement  of  the  Englifby  were  not  long  in  avenging 
the  horrid  impiety,  by  a  mediod  no  lefs  horrible.     All  the 
inhabitants  of  the  province  aflfembled.     They  attacked  the 
Englijhy  maffacred  them  all  to  a  man,  and  confumed  their 
bodies  and   goods  in  the  fire   they  had  fet  to  the  ware- 
houfe". 

The  kings  of  Whidah  ufed  formerly  to  make  annual  prq- 
ceffions  to  the  Snake  Temple.     Thefe  were  celebrated  with 


Tragical 
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fnake. 


'  BosMAir,  £p.  20.    ^  Des  Mar.  I.  x.  c.  4.    ^  Bosman,  ibid. 
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irreat  Magnificence,  and  terminated  with  rich  ofFerings.    Pre*  Rich  ttfer- 
^nts  of  great  value  were  not  only  made  to  the  deity  and  ings  made 
his  priefts,  but  to  the  nobility  that  a'ffifted  at  the  folemnity.  *^  ^^' 
The  prefent  king  has  broke  through  the  cuflom  of  making  y^^^^* 
this  proceflion  ;  and  indeed  feems  tired  of  ofFerings  attended 
with  fo  great  an  expence\and  fo  little  advantage.    This,  Bof^ 
man  fays,  he  had  once  an  opportunity  of  obferving.   Finding 
him  one  day  ia  violent  rage,  he  took  the  liberty  of  enquiring 
into  the  occafion  of  his  majefty's  paffion.    To  this  he  frankly 
replied,  "  that  he  had  this  year  fent  much  richer  ofFerings 
"  than  ufual  to  the  fnake,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  a  good  har- 
**  veft  :  that  his  viceroys  urged  him  to  make  farther  ofFer- 
'*  ings,  and  the  priefls  threatened  him  with  a  barren  year  if 
**  he  refufed  to  comply.     However,  fays  he,  I  have  no  in- 
*^  tention  of  doing  it :  for  if  the  fnake  will  not  grant  a  good 
'*  year,  he  may  let  it  alone :  he  will  fufler  with  me.     He 
*'  cannot  hurt  me  more  than  he  has  done,  by  emptying  my 
•^  coffers^  and  yet  letting  my  corn  rot.'* 

The  king's  expences  in  fupporting  the  fnake's  houfhdld,  Superfiis^ 
and  making  him  ofFerings,  are,  however,  in  fome  mt^Swrt  Hon  of  tht 
reimburfed  by  the  revenue  he  draws  upon  his  ;account.    The  natives. 
manner  of  raifmg  this  revenue  is  this  :    annually,  from  the  - 
time  the  maize  or  coi^n  is  laid  in  the  ground  till  it  grows 
to  a  great  height,  the  natives  imagine,  that,  during  this  inter- 
val, the  fnakes  make  it  their  bufmefs  every  night  to  feize  all 
the  beautiful  young  virgins  they  can  meet  with,  and  to  make 
them  delirious.     Their  parents  then  fend  them  to  a  houfe 
appointed  for  their  cure,  where  they  are  kept  at  a  great  ex- 
pence  for  months,  under  the  direftion  of  the  knavi{h  priefts; 
who  fail  not  of  making  all  poffible  advantage  of  the  parents 
finaplicity.     The  time  thought  necelTary  for  their  confine- 
ment being  expired,  and  the  pretended  cure  completed,  they 
are  difmifTed ;  the  parents  firfl  paying  the  charges  of  board 
rand  fees  of  the  honfe.     Thefe  are  proportioned  to  the»  cir- 
cumflances  of  the  patient,  and  feldom  amount  to  lefs  than 
five  pounds.     As  the-number  of  girls  throughout  the  king- 
dom who  have  paflfed  this  operation  amounts  to  feveral  thou- 
fands,  we  may  believe  the  revenue  drawn  from  a  praftice, 
foolifh  only  on  the  fide  of  the  people,  is  very  confiderable. 
The  rich  pay  liberally.    Mofl  villages  have  an  hofpital,  and 
the  towns  three  or  four  each.     Bo/man  fays,  that  the  whole 
booty  is  divided  between  the  king  and  the  priefls.     He  tells  Tbemethod 
us,  that  the  people  flrenuouQy  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  of  dedicate 
a  fnake  was  able  to  carry  a  girl  away  againft  her  will,  and  '^S  '^^'" 
in  fplte  of  all  the  bolts  and  bars  with  which  they  were  able  ^'^^^  ^^^ 
to  fecure  her.     The  truth  however  is,  that  the  priefts  dili-J^'^'*  ^' 
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gently  watch  thofe  young  women  who  have  never  been  in 
the  hofpital.  Thcfe  they  firft  attempt  by  liberal  promifes, 
and  if  thefe  fell,  by  menaces ;  denouncing  terrible  execra- 
tions againft  them,  if  they  perfift  in  refufing  to  comply. 
After  they  have  pcrfiuideil  the  girl  into  their  opinion,  they 
order  her  to  embrace  the  opportunity  at  night,  when  the 
way  is  clear,  and  immediately  fall  a  fcreaming  and  howling, 
as  if  the  fnake  had  laid  hold  of  her,  and  was  carrying  her 
off.  Before  relief  can  arrive,  the  fnake  is  vaniftied,  and  the 
girl  delirious,  which  obliges  the  parents  to  fend  her  to  the 
lazaretto  o. 

Th  e  influence  which  thofe  facerdotal  knaves  gain  over  the 
underftanding,  is  really  amazing.  By  the  time  the  girls  obtain 
their  liberty,  they  feem  almofl  perfuaded  of  the  reality   of 
the   cheat  contrived  by  the  priefts,  and  convinced,  that 
their  brain  had  been   actually  difordered,  and   their  per- 
fon  feized  "by  the  fnake.     However,  to  iecurc  them  againft 
revealing  the  fraud,  the  prieft  never  fails  to  threaten  with 
the  moft  fignal  vengeance,  if  they  ever  betray  the  fmalleft 
rircumftance.    Their  menaces  they  have  been  known  to  exe- 
cute ;  and  women,  who  have  blabbed  the  fecret,  have  next 
day  been  found  buried  alive. 
Tht kings      The  daughter  of  the  prefent  kin^ had  been  feized  by  the 
daughter    fnake,  Bofman  thinks,  by  his  own  orders.    She  was  conduced 
confined  in  to  thcf  fnake-houfe,  where  fhe  committed  all  manner  of  txtra- 
thi  bof'     vagancies,  while  the  nlufic  of  certain  inftruments  appointed  to 
fttaL        attend  her  was  perfor/ning.     She  was  vifited  by  the  moft 
confiderable  perfons  of  the  kingdom,  each  bringing  her  pre- 
fents  worthy  of  her  quality:   a  booty  Ihared  between  the 
barbarous  father  and  the  priefts.     Her  confinement  was  not 
t         fo  long  as  the  ufual  time  ;  but  her  madnefs,  fay  the  negroes, 
muft  work  out  its  deftined  period.     Some,  however,  of  the 
more  intelligent,  feem  to  look  upon  the  whole  as  a  pious  and 
political  cheat;    but  they  find  their  fecurity  in  profeffing 
their  ignorance.     Thofe  who  have  been  hardy  enough  to 
(hew  their  fagacity,  have  forfeited  their  lives.    An  inftancc  of 
this  kind  happened  while  Bofman  was  in  the  country.     A 
negroe, '  born  on  the  Gold  Coaft ^  lived  at  IVhidahy  and  by  his 
addrefs,  obliging  carriage  and  condu6V,  arrived  at  the  dig- 
nity of  captain,  and  interpreter  to  the  Efigiijh.     This  man 
had  married  a  woman  of  IVhidahy  who  being  feized  by  the 
'    fnake,  pretended  to  be  delirious ;  upon  which  her  hufband, 
ignorant  of  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  clapt  her  in  chains, 
inilead  of  fending  her  to  the  hofpital.    The  woman,  enraged, 

•  lidem,  ibid,  ubi  fupra. 
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complained  to  the  pri^fts,  who  had  him  poifoned  in  a  few 
days ;  apt  caring  either  to  let  him  efcape  unpuniftied,  or  to 

jexccute  public  vengeance  upon  hhn,  as  his  fault  proceeded 
from  his  ignorance.  Hence,  fays  Bo/man,  you  fee  how  dan- 
gerous a  thing  it  is  to  fall  under  the  cenfure  of  ecclefiaftics, 

«ven  in  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  world  P. 

Animals  of  ill  kinds  are  punifhed  with  death  for  injuring  All  the 

*  a  fnake.     In  1697,  a  hog,  that  had  been  teazed  by  one  of  hogs  in 
them,  gnaftied  and  devoured  it  with  its  teeth.     The  priefts  Whidah 
carrying  their  complaint  to  the  king,  and  no  one  prefuming^^*^^^^* 
to  appear  as  counfel  for  the  hogs,  a  warrant  was  obtained  .-^^rff^" 
for  a  general  flaughter  of  them  all  over  the  kingdom.     A  '^jV  ^  ^ 
thoufand  negroes,   armed  with  cutlafles,  began  the  bloody*^ 
execution;  and  the  whole  race  of  hogs  would  have  been 
extirpated,  without  remorfe  or  feeling,  had  not  the  king, 
who  was  not  of  a  cruel  difpofition,  put  a  flop  to  the  bloody 
fcene,  T)y  reprefenting  to  the  priefts,  that  they  ought  to  reft 
fatisfied  with  the  vengeance  they  had  taken.    With  this  care 
and  attendance  thefe  ridiculous  deities  multiply  fo  faft,.  that 
the  kingdom  fwarms  with  them.     They  are  become  a  per-  The  great 
feft  nuifance,  from  their  number  and  familiarity.     In  hot  numhert 
weather  they  come  into  the  houfes  of  the  Europeans,  five  or  andfami* 
fix  at  a  time,  and  creep  up  the  chairs,  benches,  tables,  and  ^'^'(y»  */ 
the  beds ;  in  which  laft  they  fometimes  continue  fevcral  days,  ^^^y»^*^'* 
and  till  they  have  brought  forth  young.     Yet  fuch  i^  the 
veneration  in  which  the  natives  hold  them,  that  it  would  be 
running  the  utmoft  hazard  to  attempt  diflodging  them.    Bof-  Story  re- 
man  relates,  that  a  fnake  had  taken  up  its  habitation  on  a  lated  by 
beam  ^ireftly  over  the  table  Syhere  he  ufed  to  eat.     Here  it  Bofman. 
continued  for   a   fortnight,  to  his  great  uneafmefs.     But 
though  it  was  within  reach,  no  one  durft  prefume  to  touch, 
much  lefs  to  remove  it.     Some  days  after,  Bofman  had  the 
chief  perfons  of  the  court  at  dinner  with  him.     Speaking  of 
fnakes,  he  turned  his  eyes  to  that  above  their  heads,  and 
remarked  to  the  company,  that  the  poor  Fetiche  over  chem, 
nbt  having  eat  for  feveral  days,  muft  be  ready  to  perifti  with 
hunger,  and  was  imprudent  in  not  changing  his  quarters. 
They  replied,  that  though  he  might  not  have  obferved  it, 
yet  the  fnake  knew  well  enough  how-to  come  at  his  ftiare  of 
the  provifion. 

This  raillery  was  carried  no  farther  at  this  time;  but 
Bofman,  going  to  court  foon  after,  told  the  king,  that  one 
of  his  Fetiches  was  bold  enough  to  eat  at  his  table  for  four- 
teen days,  without  apology  or  confidcration ;  and  that  it  was 

»  Ibid.     Etiam  Barbot,  p.  391.  Dbs  March,  ibid, 
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but  reafonable  he  fhould  be  paid  board  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  deity.  If  this  was  not  done,  he  ftiould  be  under  the 
neceflity,  he  faid,  of  difnvffiflg  this  hardy  intruder.  The 
Icing,  delighted  with  this  pleafantry,  agreed  to  the  propofal, 
and  accordingly  ordered  a  fat  ox  immediately  to  be  fent  to 
the  'Dutchman's  houfe. 

If  the  fnake  is  trod  on,  it  flings  or  bites,  but  either  Is 
quite  innocent ;  nay,  the  negroes  have  a  notion,  that  the 
Tjft^ Whi-  ^^°g  '*s  ^  fovereign  fpecific  againft  venomous  ferpents.     When 
danefe       the  Europeans  want  to  get  rid  of  the  company  of  the  natives, 
cannot        they  begin  blafpheming  againft  the  groveling  god;  which 
hear  to      cfFeftually  anfwers  their  purpofe:    the   negroes  flop   their 
hrrr  the    ears,  and  hurry  with  the  utmoft  trepidation  out  of  the  houfe, 
fnclc  ridl'  j^yf  though  they  pafs  over  this  freedom  in  an  European^  if 
^^^'^'         a  negroe  was  to  take  the  fame  liberties,   the  confequence 
would  be  fatal.    If  a  fire  (hould  happen,  and  a  fnake  be 
burnt,   the  accident  is  heard  with  horror  by  the  natives. 
They  flop  their  ears,  and  give  money,  by  way  of  atoning  for 
the  crime  of  omiflion  they  have  been  guilty  or,  in  not  taking 
more  care  of  the  god.    They  farther  believe  that  the  burnt 
fnake  will  again  return  to  life,   and  iignally  punifh  the 
careleflhefs  ofthofe  who  occafioned  the  calamity^. 
neexcef'      The  fervice  of  religion  is  divided  between  both  fexes. 
five  re-      The  priefts  and  prieftefles  are  fo  much  refpefted,  that  their 
gardin      very  office  is  a  proteftion  for  all  crimes.    However,  the  prc- 
^hich       fent  king  once  broke  through  this  cuflom,  with  the  confent 
priefis  art  of  all  his  nobles.     A  prieft  having  engaged  in  a  confpiracy 
beiti' '        againft  the  ftate  and  the  king's  perfon,  he  was  feized,  con- 
demned, and  put  to  death,  together  with  a  number  of  his 
W^/OTv^affbciates.     Thck  Feticheres^  or  priefts,  have,  accor Ang  to 
andarti-    Atkins ^  a  chief,  little  lefs  refpefted  than  the  king.     This 
fee  of  the  power  frequently  balances  that  of  the  monarch ;  becaufe  the 
priefis,       notion  that  He  converfes  familiarly  with  the  chief  Fetiche^ 
gives  him,  in  the  opinion  of  the  natives,  the  power  of  doing 
them  good  or  evil,  either  in  extremes.     Of  this  fuperftitious 
'     .      veneration  the  crafty  prieft  knows  how  to  make  his  advan- 
tage ;  equally  obliging  the  prince  aRd  the  fubjeft  to  a  fub- 
fervience  on  his  wants.     This  high  dignity  is  hereditary  in 
the  fame  family ;  to  which  is  annexed  that  of  one  of  the 
lords  of  the  court,  and  government  of  a  province.     All  the 
other  priells  arc  fubjeft  to  his  jurifdiftion.     The  facerdotal 
tribe  is  exceeding  micnerous ;  and  the  males  enjoy  it  by 
birthright.     Their  bodies  are  filled  with  marks,   and  the 
(Cicatrices  of  certain  inciiions,  made  on  them  in  their  infancy. 

1  D£8  March,  t.  v.  lib.  lo.  c.  4. 
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Their  habit  difftrs  in  nothing  from  that  of  the  common 
|5eople :  though,  %Yhen  their  circumftances  can  afford  it,  they 
have  the  privilege  of  wearing  the  drefs  peculiar  to  the  nobi- 
Kty.  They  have  no  determinate  revenues  or  falaries ;  yet  The  n-^ 
their  income  is  very  great,  arifing  from  fraud,  ignorance,  ^enuts  of 
and  fuperftition;  They  trade,  like  other  negroes ;  and,  hj  the  friefit^ 
reafon  of  the  number  of  their  women,  children,  and  flaves, 
they  are  able  to  cultivate  large  plantations,  feed  a  multitude 
of  cattle,  breed  flaves,  and  fell  them  to  vaft  advantage  r 
metjiods  which  equally  augment  their  power  and  raife  thdf 
fortunes :  however,  their  moft  certain  refourccs  eonfift  id 
the  credulity  of  the  people,  whom  they  pillage,  by  their  ar* 
tifices,  at  difcretion.  One  fiiall  fee  whole  families,  nay  vil- 
lages, ruined  by  their  cruel  extortion.  Moft  of  the  nobility, 
^vho  have  underftanding,  fpirit,  ^vA  no  religion,  >regar<l 
them  as  vile  and  impudent  impoftors :  but  their  ifentiments 
khey  are  forced  to  utter  with  great  caution;  for  in  this  couu-* 
try  poifon  is  the  pricftly  weapon,  no  lefs  terrifying  than  the 
anathema  of  the  conclave  has  been  in  the  blind  and  ignorant  ^ 
ages  of  Chriftianity.  Th^  pretend  a  great  regard  for  the 
Europeans^  in  order  to  gain  the}r  confidence  ;  but  their  fcn- 
timents  are  very  wide  of  their  profeffions.  The  timid  fuper- 
^illtion  of  the  people,  and  the  influence  they  have  acquired  by 
the  Fetiche^  the  grand  inftrument  of  their  hyppcrify,  afford 
them  an  opportunity  of  committing  the  blackefl  crimes,  un- 
der the  pretext  of  religion  and  the  public  good.  One  would 
almoft  think,  that  the  priefts  of  more  civilized  nations  were 
here  delineated  ^ 

The  women  promoted  to  the  dignity  oi  Betas ,  or  fridk-^tfe great 
cITes,  immediately  affume  dignity,  even  though  born  of  flaves  regard 
and  the  dregs  of  mankind.    Thqy  arc  equally,  often  more,  ^^f '^ '^ '^' 
refpefted  than  the  priefls,  and  claim  to  themfelves  the  appcl- '?^^^^'' 
lation  of  the  children  of  God,     While  other  females  pay  the 
moil  flavifli  obedience  to  the  will  of  their  hufoands,  thefe 
arrogate  to  themfelves  an  abfolute  and  defpotic  fway  over 
them,  their  children,  and  effefts.    She  who  yefterday  breath- 
ed at  the  pleafure  of  her  lord  and  maftcr,  to-day  (fuch  is 
the  force  of  weak  zeal)  governs  with  the  pride  of  2in  Eq/iern 
princefs,  and  the  arrogance  of  one  unufed  to  power. »    This 
makes  the  men  decline  thofe'holy  matches,  and  prevent,  if 
pofGble,  their  wivfes  being  raifed  to  that  honcjir  they  fo 
much  covet. 

Des  Marchais  thus  relates' the  ceremonies  obicrved  la 
the  elcdlion  of  priefteffes.     Every  year  they  chufc  a  certain 

'  Ibid.    Btiam  BosMAN,  epifl.  ^.    Barbot.  p.  394. 
Mod,  Hist,  Vol.  XVI.  Ee  number 
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filimbfcr  of  yoking  virgins,  who  i^e  fe|)aratcd  from  thfe  reft . 
of  the  fcx,  and  corfccrated  to  the  fnakc.   The  old  piiefleflfes 
arc  chatgcd  with  this  bufinefs.     Thejr  begin  at  the  &k 
whcft  the  corn  firft  buds  forth,  rehiring  BStfi  to  thckr  habita- 
tions, (kuated  at  a  fliort  diftance  fi-oih  the  town.     Amed- 
With  dubs,  they  faliy  .out  froto  thence  like  ftiries  ;  enter  the 
town,  and  runabout  the  ftreeti,  cryii%out,  MgoiadinaMf, 
Cirr^d-     "  ^^  *^ »  ^^^  ^^^^ ! "  All  the  girk  ftx)Hi  eight  to  twdit 
nits  cb'     years  of  age,  whom  they  are  able  to  catch,  are  their  property 
fervtiin   by  law  i  afnd,  provided  they  enter  not  into  courts  or  faoilft^ 
tht  9rdi'    Ao  one  is  permitted  to  rcfift  or  bppofe  theift.    *ThA  at^M 
nation  of  is  fupported  by  the  prieifts,  who,  without  pity,  kai  all  thofe 
I    friefieffes.  y^ho  prefume  to  defend  themfelves  from  the  blows  of  Arfc 
remorfelefs  gdrgons.     The  young  captives  are  cdiSidti£ted  by 
thdfe  old  beldamites  to  their  abodes  :  their  ap^tihents  aire 
afRgned  them,  where  "they  arc  inftrnfted  in  the  myften^  rf 
tdigfion,  or  rather  of  fraud,  vice,  and  hyp6crify,  andraariced 
'Mth  %e  image  of  the  Terpeift :  the  pa^rents  are  made  ac- 
<Jtitintcd  with  the  place  df  tiidr  retirefiftdnt ;  and,  far  ftxMh 
lalmenViftg  their  fate,  tfcey  are  ovdjoyed  with  'the  hoooor 
done  their  faniily,  and  the  gobd  fortune  of  their  daughter; 
nay  they  frequently  Voluntarily  offer  to  dedicate  them  to  the 
ftake.    If  the  old  prieftefles  fhould  hapipen  to  fail  of  %$zii^ 
in  the  city  the  number  df  virgins  required,  they  then  make 
excurfions  mto  all  pJrTts  df  me  kingdom ;  which  generally 
coritinue  four  or  five  day^.     Thefe,  in  tJie  feme  manner  tis 
thofe  in  town,  are  limited  td  certain  hours  of  the  night". 
At  firft  the  young  ladies  arc  treated  with  abundance  of 
JAf  ffr-     feflderhefs  :  they  kre  taufjht  to  fing  and  dance  at  the  ftcri- 
eomflifh'^    "fices,  and,  after  a  complete  education,  they  are  permitted 
menu        to  refide  with  their  fathers,  under  the  reftriftion  of  returif* 
taught       ing  at  appointed  periods  to  their  duty;     As  for  the  old 
irvtm.        prieftefles,  they  arc  compofed  of  fuch  as  have  either  loft  thdr 
hrift>ands,  or  werfe  never  itiarried,  poflefling  all"  the  virulence, 
rancour,  and  riialigrfity,  infeparable  from  the  breaft  of  an  dd 
'vir^n,  envying  the  happlnefs  of  others,  Unworthy  of  felidty 
'themfelves,  and  equally  hate^i  and  defpifed  by  all  mankinds 
To  conclude  this  account  of  religion,   ro   the  other  ac- 
compliftiments  of  the  young  lady  are  fuperadd«d  the  arts  of 
love  and  gallantry.    They  are  taught  by  the  old  "bawds  to 
•wrheedle,  to  toy,  and  to  counterfeit  the  fits  and  tranfports 
of  the  moft  violent  paffion.     Thus  they  raife  the  price  of 
their  favours,  ftiarein  the  booty,  and  encourage  the  girls  to 
compliahcis,  by  promifing  them  they  ihail  be  ampty  renrarded 

■^  ,  •  De5  Marchau,  ubifa^ra.       .^,jjt^ 
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in  the  great  Fetiche's  country ;  yet,  where  their  intereft  is 
not  concerned,  they  are  the  moft  vigilant  guardians  of  vir- 
gin, honour,  more  out  of  fpite  than  principle;  lefs  from  vir*  . 
tue,  than  envy  of  thofe  joys  of  which  they  can  never  parti- 
cipate.    We  fhall  fum  up  the  whole  of  this  feftion,  with  Conjee^ 
fome  refleftions  from  Atkins  concerning  the  origin  of  this  tar^s  of 
fnake-worihip ;  adding  likewife  a  few  lines  on  the  worftiip  Atkins 
of  trees,  the  fea,  and  toads.    This  writer,,  who  appears  to  ^^^^''«f<ff 
be  an  intire  ftranger  to  the  tradition  of  the  negroes,  regards  ^^  ^'.ff** 
the  whole  as  fabulous,   and  deduces  the  fuperftition  from  /  ^^^ 
the  age  of  Solomon.     He  thmks  it  probable,  that  this  mo-''^^^y^^ 
narch's  fleet  of  Tharjbifb  coafted  from  Ezion-Geher,  at  the 
txittom  of  the  Red  Seay  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hof^e^  to 
Sophahiy  by  fome  thought  Ophiry  and"  thence  to  the  Slave, 
the  Gold,  and  the  Grain  Coqfts.     The  length  of  the  voyage, 
and  the  returns  of  ivory,  gold,  anc^  apes,  fupport  the  pro- 
bability of  the  conjefture.     From  them,  he  thinks,  fome 
tradidonal  ftory  of  th6  grand  ferpent,  the  dcludcr  of  man- 
kind, nught  be  derived,  which  is  farther  corroborated,  in  his  , 
©fttjaioft,  by  the  analogy  between  many  of  their  c«ftoms  and 
the  Jewifi  law '.    But  we  (hall  not  wafte  the  reader's  time 
in  idle  conjefiures  and  whimfical  faacy-built  hyppthefes. 

As  to  the  wor&ip  of  trees,  toads,  and  the  fea,  it  is  lefs 
.  in  effaeem  than  the  former.  Tfaefe  deities  are  only  ufed  upon 
lefs  occasions,  fubordinate  to  the  fupreme  culture  of  the 
fifiake^  but  fuperior  to  their  accidental  and  trahCeQt  gods  of 
wood,  ftonc,  i;c.  The  fea,  however,  has  folemn  offerings 
made  toe,  facrifices,  and  annual  proceffions ;  probably 
aiifing  from  the  terror  of, the  fcene  in  tempeftuous  weather; 
or  from  the  benefits  they  derive  from  it,  either  by  fifhing  or  by 
commerce,  "trees  are  worihipped  in  a  (till  inferior  manner. 
The  refpefib  paid  to  them  would  appear  to  arife  chiefly 
from  their  excefEve  veneration  for  the  fnake,  who  .ufually 
takes  up  his  abode  in  groves.  Here  likewife  are  built  his 
lemples;  which  feem  to  give  weight  to  the  fuppofition. 
•  In  the  \2&  clafs  of  their  great  and  fixed  gods  is-  the  toad :  an 
animal  deified,  probably,  for  the  fame  reafon  as  an  ape  m 
£gyp^*  But  farther  reflexions  we  fliall  leave  to  thip  jfug* 
geftion  of  the  reader. 

\  • 
**  Atkiiis>  p.  Jl. 
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S  E  C  T.    V- 

Containing  the  civil  Government  of  the  Whidans ;  their 
Method  of  punijhing  Crimes^  efpecialfy  Adultery ;  the 
Means  by  which  the  King  humbles  the  Nobility ;  Crimes 
attended  by  Fines ;  Laws  relative  to  infolvent  Debtors  5 
Punijhments  infli^edon  Murtherers\  Laws  concerning 
Succejfwn  v  Revenues  of  the  Crown ;  the  military  Force 
of  ^\i\A?L\i\  the  extreme  Veneration  of  the   Whi- 

,  dans  for  their  King  \  and  laflly^  an  Account  of  the  Cli- 
matCj  Soilj  Produce^  &c.  of  the  Kingdom. 


The  g9' 
nftfument 

dah. 


The  pu' 
nifhrnent 
of  crimes. 


THE  ftiprcme  authority  here  b  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
the  king  and  nobles.  By  their  joint  concurrence  every 
thing  civil  and  military  of  confequence  to  the  ftate  is  tranA 
afled.  In  criminal  cafes,  the  ]dng  aflembles  his  councily 
lays  open  the  cafe,  receives  their  fentiments,  and  recapitu* 
lates  them  before  he  proceeds  to  judgment.  If  a  m^rity 
fall  in  with  his  own  opinion,  he  follows  it:  if  otherwife, 
and  the  majority  fhould  difTent  from  him,  their  fentiments 
determine  his  verdift ;  yet  has  he  an  abfolute^  power  even 
in  this  cafe,  as  his  nobles  are  generally  too  polite  to  difier 
with  their  prince  *.    • 

Few  crimes  are  made  capital  in  the  kingdom  of  Whtdah. 
Murder  only  and  adultery  with  the  king's  women  are  made 
fo  by  law :  although  other  trefpafles  againft  religion  and  the 
ftate  are  frequently  puniftied  with  death.  Murders  are  fo 
rare,  that  in  the  fpace  of  fix  years  only  two  inftances  Iiap- 
pened  in  the  whole  kingdom ;  and  one  of  thefe  proved  mere- 
ly accidental.  The  law  is  extremely  rigorous  in  cafes  of 
adultery.  Thrs  makes  the  women  circumfpeft  in  thdr  in- 
trigues ;  but  does  not  prevent  them :  their  ardour  feeming 
to  be  increafed  by  the  difficulty  and  hazard.  The  king's 
women  are  above  all  others  cautious ;.  yet  of  all  others  the 
moft  addifted  to  gallantry,  when  an  opportunity  offers.  A 
few  years  fince  a  young  fellow,  in  a  feAiale  habit,  was  taken- 
in  the  palace,  after  having  debauched  feveral  of  the  moft 
beautiful  prihcefles,  Tearmg  a  difcovery,  he  pafled  into  an- 
other quarter  of  the  palace,  where  he  was  found  the  next 


^*  Des  Marchais,  liv.  X.  c.  6. 
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day, .  and  taken  in  bed  with  a  young  lady.  He  was  inftantly 
feized  and  carried  to  punifliment :  but  the  moft  cruel  tor- 
ments could  notl)blige  him  to  reveal  the  names  of  thofc  who 

:  had  granted  him  favours.  In  the  midft  of  the  flames  he  was 
obferved  to  fmile  tvhen  he  faw  thofe  perfbns,  who  had  fondly 
embraced  him  a  little  before,  now  the  bufieft  in  bringing 
fuel  to  the  fire'  that  was  confuming  him.  Being  afked  the  - 
reafon  of  a  conduft  fo  unfeafonable,  he  declared  it ;  but 
without  betraying  thofe  inconftants  ''.  The  manner  of  this 
punifhment  is  defcribed  by  Des  Marchais  and  Jiarht :  but 
it  has  fomething  fo  terrible  in  the  circumfhnces,  that  a  hu- 
mane reader  will  not  be  difpleafed  if  we  omit  it. 

When  any  of  the  king's  women  is  proved  unfaithful,  he/*«H«^- 
leaves  it  to  the  refl:  to  pronounce  upon  her  fate.     Thementin* 
punifhment  is  feldom  the  lefs  cruel ;  for  they  think  they  can-^'^'^**  ^ 
not  more  flrongly  prove  their  own  fidelity  than  by  the  feverity  ^^^^^^^^* 
of  their  fentence ;   befides  the  corporal  torture  and  death 
inflided  on  the  criminal,  the  women  go  in  bodies  of  two  or 
three  hundred  to  pillage,  fpoil,  and  raze  to  the  ground,  the 
houfe  of  the  unfortunate  perfon. 

The  king  has  a  v^ry  extraordinary  manner  of  humbling  W#iw/W 
the  pride  of  his  nobles,  when  they  fall  under  his  difpleafure,  '^^  king 
or  when  their  arrogance  is  overweening.    It  is  feldom  how- '^^'^.'^ 

'  ever  praftifed  :  for  though  be  is  defpotic,  yet  does  he  fland^^fj^^ 

'  in  awe  of  a  l^ody  who  have  fo  ftrong  an  influence  over  the  "*^'^'* 
people.  To  give  a  colour  of  juflice  to  his  pretences,  he  de- 
taches two  or  three  thoufand  women  to  ravage  the  lands  of 
thofe  who  are  wanting  in  refpeft  and  duty,  or  whorejeft 
reafonable  propofals.  Such  is  the  veneration  for  thefe  wo-  ^ 
dien,  that  n6  one  dare  prefume  to  touch  or  oppofe  them^ 
without  adding  to  the  former  offence,  by  a  new  crime  of  a 
more  heinous  nature,  and  fuch  as  would  be  condemned  by 

^  the  kingdom  in  general.  Thus  the  haughty  peer  finds  it 
neceflary  either  to  fubmit,  or  be  devoured  by  thefe  legions 
of  female  furies,  who  burn  and  deflroy  "v^ith  a  bitternefs 
proportioned  to  their  natural  wcaknefs.  Almofl  all  other 
crioies  are  punifhed  by  pecuniary  fines ;  which  make  no 
contemptible  part  of  the  king's  revenue  c.  , 

When  an  accufation  is  unfupported  by  proofs,  the  {vL-Fhe.im^ 
fpefted  party  juflifies  himfelf  by  his  Fetiches ^  or  by^anotherme-/'?/^''^  •*• 
thod  of  purgation  extremely  common,  a^d  fimilar  to  the  ^^^^'^ 
method  ufed  at  penin.     Notwithflanding  the  accufed  is  ac-'^''^'***' 
quitted,  after  tryal,  by  purgation,  yet  is  he  obliged  to  pay  a 
certain  fum  into  the  king's  coffa's  ;  and  Bofin^n  t^kcs  tliis 

^  BosMAN,  Epift.  20.  '^  Des  Marcii.  ibid 
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to  be  the  origin  and  caufe  of  contiduing  the  cuftom.  The 
viceroys  have  the  fame  power  in  their  govenunents^  and  make 
a  perquifite  of  all  fines  impofed  on  criminals,  Barhot  takes 
notice  of  a  remarkable  kind  of  obligatory  cnftom  amoog 
them.  This  method  of  compaft  they  call  boire  diosy  from  a 
mixture  of  French  and  P^rtuguefi.  Each  of  th«  parties  digi 
a  little  pit  in  the  ground,  wUch  hefprinkles  with  his  blood, 
and  mixing  up  a  little  cake  of  the  earth  and  blood,  he  gl- 
changes  it  for  that  made  by  the  other  party :  they  each 
fwallow  the  cakes,  and  heiKe  enter  into  the  mofl  iblemn  obli« 
gation  that  can  be  taken. 
Their  ALTHOUGH  Credit  in  trade  is  feldom  givca,  yet  they  are 

gremt  n-    fomctithes  forced  tb  deal  in  that  .manner.     If  the  debtor 
ga^dfor     proves  infolvent,  the  king  invefts  a  right  in  the*  creditor  to 
liherfy.tn  djfpofe  of  him,  his  children,  wives  and  effefts,  toanypur- 
^/t/^^'"*  chafer  who  will  pay  the  debt,  or  a  certain  part  of  it.     Thus 
delfM-^       the  creditoiJs  eiljoy  a  very  extraordinary  privilege,  with  which 
neither  the  king  or  the  nobles  can  diipenfe.  .  if  the  creditor 
demands  before  witneflTes  the  fum  due  to  htm  three  times, 
and  that  he  is  not  paid,  he  may  feize  mpon  the  6rft  flavc  he 
meets,  without  enquiring  whofe  property  it  is.     This  law 
arifes  from  their  great  regard  for  liberty,  thinking  it  oKHre 
juft  that  property  ftiould  anfwer  the  payments  of  debts,  than 
that  freedom  (hould  be  made  the  price  of  folly  or  youth"' 
ful  extravagance.    Whcn'the  creditor  lays  hands  on  hisjprcy, 
.    he  ought  to  pronounce  audibly  in  the  prcfence  of  credible, 
witnefles,  "  I  arreft  this  flave  for  a  certain  fam  du^  tome"r 
the  mafter  of  the  flave  is  forced  to  pay  the  fum  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  elfe  the  creditor  may  fell  him,  to  pay  himfelf. 
Thus  the  mafter  of  the  flave  becomes  the  debtor,  and  tie- 
creditor  generally  takts  care  to  feize  on  the  flave  of  fome  rich 
and  refponfible  man.     As  is  the  cafe  with  all  laws,  this  has 
its  advantages  and  difadvantages  ;  it  prefcrvefs  liberty  to  thofe 
borii  free,  and  his  right  to  the  creditor ;  but  then  k  fubje£l:s 
the  rich  to  ihe  debts  of  the  poor,  and  obliges  the  induftrioust 
to  pay  fof  the  indolence  of  the  extravagant**. 
Tunijh^         Des  March ais  obferves,  the  Lex  Tatimis  is  here  in  ufc? 
m^i  of     murder  is  puniftied  by  the  death  of  the  murtherer ;  and  if. 
murther^    a  perfon  is  maimed  or  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  a  limb,  if  he  be 
*^-^*         .  hurt,  or  mutilated  in  any  of  his  members,  the  punifliment  is. 
*  made  to  correfpond  as  near  as  ppffibly  ta  the  offence.     By 

ftrong  interccfKon,  the.  king  fometimes  alters  the  fentence  of 
mutilation  for  bamfliment.  The  criminal  is  fold  to  the 
Europeans  ;  his  family  and  efFefts  arecoofifcated  to  the^iog;- 

;.      r  .  •.,      ■         •-    .     ./. 

<  Bonn  AN,  Ep.  19. 

..  and 
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and  thus  the  inoocent  are  involved  ^  the  chaiAAreopi^t  of  the 
guilty.  loceodiaries  are  punifhed  by  fire.. .  The  crime  is 
not  cominon  in  the  country,;  i>ut  if  theft  were  pumfhied  wUh 
the  £une  (everity,  the  kingdom  oJF  WhUjkh  muft  have  long 
iioce  been  a  defart :  however,  if  a  thi^f  be  conyiAed  of  th^ 
crime^  and\unable  to  make  reparation^,  he  is  fpld  for  z. 
flav«^  '         .  . 

The  kJDg  and  nobility  t;^ave  prifoos  for  the  confinemeht 
oF  criminals,  and  (laves  to  guard  and  defend  them.  They 
agree  with  the  profecutor  for  a  cenaia  fumfpr  jail-fees,  and 
charge  themfelve^  with  his  feqirity,  uDidjer  the  penalty  of  a 
certain  ^e  if  he  efcapes.  . 

Before  we  proceed  to  tr^t  of  thjj^  ftrength,  forces,  arms, 
and  wars  of  this  Ungdom,  it  (nay  not  be  difagreeable  to. 
Uie  reader,  that  we  give  from  Des  Marshals  a  more  particular 
detail  of  the  manner  of  the  royal  fucceifion,  education,  and  ^ 
other  particulars,  tha^  wp  have  yet  done  ^ 

This  hiftorian  is  extremely  circumftantial  io  all  the  cxxt- A  iiet/at 
monies  obfervcd;  however,  we  fliall  extraft  oply  fuch,  z^fromty^^ 
in  a  particular  manner  merit  attention.     The  crown  we  are  Marchais, 
affured  is  hereditary,  paffing  inviolably  to  the  eldeft  fon  ;  yet  9f^"f/*g¥. 
^e  nobjes  arrogate  to  thepifelves  the  power  of  chufing  one  fij^flyj^. 
^f  the  younger  brethren,  upon  extraordinary  occafipns  ;  ^"^  cro^n.    ' 
^nftanco  of  which  occur]:cd  in  the  year  .1725.     In  all  the 
countries  inhabited  by  negroes,  f^om  Senegal  to  the  RiaVofr 
ta,  the  fucceffion  may  dlcfcend  to  the  children  of  the  fifter, 
notwithflanding  the  kings  are  always  of  the  blood  rpyal, 
and  as  near  a  lineal  def^ent  as  pofTible.    In  Whidah  there  is 
^o  referve,  but  that  the  crown  defcend  to  the  firft-born  of 
the  king,  after  his  acceffion,  thofe  being  entirely  excluded, 
of  an  earlier  birth.     Another  law,  no  lefs  facred  and  invio- 
lable, i$,  that  the  moment  the  heir  apparent  fees  the  light, 
{[he  nobles  convey  him  to  the  province  of  Zinghe,  on  the     \ 
frontiers,  y^here  he  is  educated  as  a  private  perfon,  without^ 
re^rd  to  or  even  knowledge  of  his  rank,   quality,  andr   - 
pretenfions,   or  the  fmalleft  inftruftion  in  the  art  of  go- 
vernincnt.    No  one  has  the  liberty  of  vifiting,  or  being  vi- 
fited  by  him.     Thofe  charged  with  his  maintenance,  educa- 
tion it  cannot  be  called,  are  not  ignorant  of  his  birth ;  but, 
^hey  are  prohibited,  jander  pain  of  death,  from  giving  him 
t)ie  (lighten  hint  of  his  bi^th,  or  from  treating  him  other-' 
wife  than  as  their  own  child.     The  king  'who  at  prefent] 
fills  the  throne,  was  found  at  his  father's  death  attending 
tiae  hogs  of  his  governor.    Hi^  furprize  was  inconccivablci^' 

«  P^s  March Ais,t.  ii.  p.  177.        ^Ibid.  p.  182.^ 

E  e  4  '  whcn^ 
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when  the  nobles  made  him  acquainted  with  his  fortune  ;^  nor 
could  they  for  a  long  while  prevent  his  imagining  it  a  mere 
delufion.  It  is  no  difficult  matter  to  penetrate  into  the  rea- 
fons  for  fo  fihgukr  a  cuftom.  When  the  young  king  is  called 
to  the  government  of  a  kingdom,  to  whofe  maxhns,  policy, 
and  laws  he  is  aa  idtire  ftranger,  he  is  conftrained  to  rely 
on  the  advice  of  his  nobles  upon  all  occaHons,  and  in  faft  to 
pijt  the  rctn§  of  ftate  into  their  hands.  Thus  their  power  is; 
perpetual,  like  their  rights  to  their  private  eftates.  The 
eldeft  fon  is  always  called  to  the  throne;  and  his  ignorance 
of  the  world  gives  the  nobles  the  authority,  to  him  only  the 
name  of  a  monarch ;  yet  is  the  king  defpotic  and  arbitrary. 

The  young  king  is  not  crowned  upon  hit  acceffion  tp  the 

throne ;  that  is,  on  his  arrival  from  Zinghe ;  for  he  generally 

pailes  feveral  months,  and  frequently  years,  before  the  per- 

pormapce  of  that  ceremony.     The  nobles,  who  have  the 

power  of  fixing  the  lime  of  coronation,  prolong  their  own ; 

but  without  being  able  to  exceed  feven  years,  during  which 

interval,  the  government  of  the  kingdom  is  wholly  in  their 

hands,  nor  is  the  king's  name  fo  much  as  mentioned  in 

public  afts  and  inftruments ;  yet  is  he  attended  with   all 

the  external  badges  of  majcfty,  without  daring  to  ftir  out  of 

the  palace.     At  length  when  the  long-exppfted  day  for  his 

(Coronation  arrives,  he  afiTembles  a  council  of  the  nobles,  and 

V  approves  their  conduft  during  their  adminiftration,  reftifying 

all  the  laws  and  afts  of  the  interregnum.     A  difcharge  of 

(eighteen  pieces  of  cannon  gives  notice,  at  eight  at  night,  that 

the  council  is  broken  up ;  immediately  a  fhout  of  joy  is 

fpread  over  the  capital,  and  in  a  fhort  fpace  communicated 

to  the  mod  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

N£XT  morning  the  high-prieft  waits  on  the  king,  to  re: 
mind  him  of  the  homage  due  to  the  great  Fetiche,  or  ferpent ; 
telling  hi^  majefty,  that  as  it  is  well  known  this  deity  is 
duiqb,  hp  cannot  be  furprifed  that  he  makes  knovm  his  in- 
tentions by  the  tongue  of  his  minifter.  If  on  this  occafion 
he  fhould^  dtmand  the  women  moft  beautiful  in  the  feraglio, 
and  dear*  to  the  king^  they  muft  be  furrendercd  to  him ; 
however,  he  feldom  puftics  his  authority  to  fo  great  a  length. 
On  the  coronation  of  die  prefent  king  Jmer,  the  high-priefl: 
wiodeftly  contented  himfelf  with  an  offering  of  a  horfe,  a 
jcow,  a  fheep,  and  a  fowl.  Thefe  animals  I  were  facrificed 
before  the  palace,  and  carried  with  much  ceremony  to  the 
moft  public  parts  of  the  city.  On  each  fide  of  the  facrifice 
.were  placed  two  millet-cakes  baked  in  palm-oil ;  the  hjgh- 
pricft  erefted  with  his  own  hands  a  flaff  nine  foot,  long, 
)ipon  whiclj  he  hoifted  a  large  fiikcn  cnfignorflag;   the 
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\vhol^  ceremoay  being  accompanied  by  the  mafkk  of  tabors, 
flutes,  trumpets,  .and  the  acclamations  of  the  people.  After 
this  the  carcafes.  were  abandoned,  a  prey  to  the  birds,  the 
liegroes  being  prohibited,  under  fevere  penalties  and  )dcatb, 
to  meddle  with  any  part  of  them.  While  the  viftims  were 
thus  expofed  to  publick  view,  the  king's  women  of  the  third 
dafs,  or  thofe  who  from  age,  or  other  reafons,,wej:e  incapable 
of  adminiftring  to  his  plealure,  marched  out  oif  the  palace  un- . 
der  the  efcort  of  a  file  of  mufquetecrs,  and  preceded  by  mufic« 
The  chief  of  the  women  leads  up  the  rear,  carrying  in  her 
arms  the  fiatue  of  a  child,  in  a  fitting  poflure,  which  on 
het  arrival  at  xht  place  of  facrifice,  fhe  lays  down  upon  the 
victims,  each  of  them  fing  a  hymn,  which  pcrfeftly  accords 
with  the  inffarumental  mufick,  and.  forms  a  concert  not  dif- 
agreeable.  While  they  pafs,  all  the  people  proftrate  them- 
fclves  on  the  ground,  with  great  devotion  and  loud  fhauts, 
and  their  return  is  notified  to  the  king  by  a  general  difcharge 
fiS.  artillery,  which  concludes  the  proceffion. 

Next  day,  all  the  nobility  croud  to  the  palace,  with  all 
the  flate  and  magnificence  of  drefs  and  equipage  they  can  af- 
ford ;  a  fine  band  of  mufick  in  great  order  marches  be- 
fore them;  and  a  great  body  of  men  flaves  armed  behind* 
They  come  before  the  throne,  proftrate  themfelves  in  a 
humiliating  manner,  aod  retire  in  the  fame  order  they  ad- 
vanced. In  the  mean  while  the  women  abandon  themfelves 
to  the  moft  riotous  mirth ;  the  cannons  roar  like  continued 
peals  of  thunder ;  the  whole  kingdom  is  filled  with  tumul- 
tuous joy ;  and  this  confufed  ftate  of  things  continues  for 
the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  days. 

As  fbofl  as  the  nobles  have  done  homage,  they  difpatch 
one  of  their.number  to  the  king  of  Ardrah^  attended  by  a 
fplendid  retinue,  to  requefl  of  his  majefty,  to  fend  a  certain 
nobleman  of  his  kingdom,  in  whofe  family  the  honour  is  he- 
reditary, to  crown  the  king  of  Whidah.  This  officer  of  ftate, 
with  all  his  retinue,  is  fupporte^  at  theexpence  of  the  young 
,  monarch,  and  he  is  treated  on  his  journey  with  the  moft  pro- 
^und  refpeA.  Two  miles  from  Xavier^  he  meets  with 
horfes  and  carriages  to  conduft  h}m  to  thp  palace,  after  he 
has  firft  ftaid  four  days  in  the  village  neareft  the  capital* 
All  this  time  none  of  his  attendants  are  permitted  to  enter 
the  city,  and  it  would  be  de^th  to  infringe  this  cuftom. 
Here  he  receives  the  compliments  of  the  Whidan  nobility, 
who  load  him  with  refpeft  and  carefles.  The  king  fendi§ 
Wm  twice  every  day  great  quantities  of  wine  and  provifions, 
inrhich  are  carried  by  his  difcarded- women,  in  platters  and 
yeflels  upon  their  headsj  under  a  ftrong  convoy^  and  pre- 

3    .  *  ceded  ' 
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ceded  by  mBiick.  This  qnarantiiie  bdng  perfbnned,  the  king 
invites  him  to  the  captal,  tflurii^  hin  that  he  urill  be  re- 
ceived with  joy,  and  have  apartments  faited  to  his  dignig^ 
appointed  Jhim  in  the  palace.    The  Ardtan  npUeman  re- 
ceives  the  king's  meflage  with  great  fiflemnity,   tdfiBg  the 
ambafladoTy  that  he  i$  all  obedience  to  the  commaiids  ciF 
the  king  of  ffKiddi^y  but  that  he  muft  wait  for  initm^tions 
from  his  court,  relative  fo  the  late  treaty  concerning  the  ro^ 
paration  of  the  great  gate  of  ^^J^»  the  capital  of  y^^tfA.   On 
receiving  this  notice,  the  king  fends  commiffiohers  to  Jbrirah^ 
cliarged  with  the  reparation  of  the  gate ;  when,  upon  thQur  re- 
turn, with  i  proper  officer  to  certify  thdr  having  ezecated  the 
treaty,  the  Ariran  nobleman  at  length  enters  Xavier^  and 
proceeds  to  the  <x>n>nation.    All  the  nobility,  attended  by 
their  ufual  trains,  and  prodigious  crouds  of  the  populace, 
go  to  meet  and  conduct  him  to  the  city,  where  he  is  re- 
ceived by  feveral  rounds  of  cannon,  the  cries  of  the  king's 
Ivomen,  and  the  fliouts  of  the  mob.    The  king  congratulates 
iiim  on  his  fafe  arrival,  and  orders  him  to  be  attended  by  his 
own  oflScers  and  fervants;     Every  morning  the  fame  compli- 
ments are  repeated,  and  on  the  third  day  be  is  adiaitted  to  an 
audience,  a  ceremcmy  that  is  conduced  with  great  pomp  and 
folemnity,  the  Ardran  preferving  hb  d^nity,  and  talking 
upon  an  equality  with  the  king.     For  the  five  $rft  days  he 
receives  or  makes  no  vlfits  to  the  iK>lMlity,  who  with  die 
people  are  bufied  in  proceffions  to  tKe  temple  of  the  grand 
fnake,  imploring  that  divinity,  that  their  young  mafier  may 
reign  with  the  goodnefs,  the  mUdnefs  and  equity,  of  his  pre-^ 
deceflbrs,  cultivate  trade,  obfcrve '  the'  laws,  and  maintax^D 
the  people  in  the  fall  exertion  of  their  rights  and  privileges. 
This  is  the  labour  of  the  day ;  the  nights  are  'employed  at 
their- windows,  in  linging,  dancing,  flioiiting,  accompanied 
by  the  acclamations  c^  the  populace,  and  continual  peals  o^ 
loud  ii;Luiick  and  artillery.  Strands,  not  accufibmed  td  this 
(grange  medley  and  uproar,  are  in  danger  of  being-  fiannBd" 
and  confounded  with  the  horrid  noife  and  tumult.  '  Oii  the 
fifth  day  in  the  evening,  the  people  are  advefrtifed,'  by  dieiirtng' 
of  nine  great  guns,  that  the  coronation  vdll  b^in  thef6liow<r 
ing  day,  that  the  king  will  appear  on  his  throne  in  the  great 
c6urt  of  the  jjalace,  and  that  the  gates  wilt  be  dkown  open 
to  all  ftrangers  as  well  as  ftibjefts.     At  the  fame  tiiiie,  the 
prince  fends  a  fpecial  meflage  to  the  Suro^Mn  fz€t€xSi  re-* 
quefting  the  fevour  of  their  Company  to  affift  at  tfie  folem-' 
pity.     The  preceding  night  is  fpent  by  the  nobility  in  the* 
company  of  the  Jrdran  ambafladbr,  where  the  converfatioH 
is  grave,  polite,  and  eafy,  interrupted  by  frequciH  prayers  to" 
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t&e  Fftiche,  byway  of  interiudc;  each  rf  them  forming  aii  '^ 
eflenttd  part  ef  the  ceremony.  On  the  ftxxh  ^ay,  at  five  in  the 
cTeniog  (A),  the  king,  attended  by  feme  of  his  favourite 
"fiiromeny  comes  out  of  the  palace.  They  ^c  drefled  in  rich 
fiik  robesr  taken  out  of  his  majefty's  w2irdrobe»  or  jpcefented 
€0  them  by  the  European  factors,  together  ^^th  gold  neck* 
hitxs^  ear^riogSy  bracelets,  and  other  valuable  trinkets.  The 
king  is  alfo  decked  out  in  the  moft  .magnificent  manner,  hav« 
iog  on  his  hfead  a  gilt  helmet  ftuck  with  red  and  white 
feadiers.  In  tKis  manner  he  traverfes  the  great  court  before 
the  palace,  and  afterwards  feats  himfelf  on  his  throne,  which 
Is  no  more  than  a  large  two-elbow-chair,  on  which  are 
painted  the  arms  of  France ;  a  circumflance  that  (hews  it  to 
have  been  a  prcfent  from  the  JVeft-India  company.  Der 
Marchais  particularly  mentions  the  order  in  which  the  wo- 
men and  nobility  ftand  round  him,  which,  he  fays,  has  fome- 
thing  mcH-e  Qobly  ftriking  than  the  moft  auguft  European 
courts.  Here  the  EngUJby  Frenchy  and  Dutch  faftors  have 
ho0ourable  places,  and  chairs  feated  f<»*  them,  while  the 
Portuguefe  direftor  is  forced  to  ftand  with  his  head  uncover- 
ed ;  and  fo  low  has  the  credit  of  this  nation  funk  at  Whidah^ 
that  if  a  n^ro  ftrike  a  Pcrtuguefsy  the  latter  has  not  the  li- 
herty  of  returning  the  blow ;  whereas  any  other  European 
fiiay  put  him  inftantly  to  death. 

What  merits  particular  notice  in  this  ceremony,  is  the 
cuflom  of  having  two  dwarfs  ftanding  before  the  king,  who 
altelrnatdy  reprdent  to  him  the  qualities  of  his  predecellbrs, 
admonifti  him  to  foUow  their  example,  to  make  his  people 
happy,  and  to  build  his  own  fccurity  and  power  upon  their 
aiFeAions ;  thefe  little  animals  concluding  their  harangue,  by 
wiihes  for  his'  profperity,  long  life,  and  the  happy  conti- 
nuance of  his  reign.  As  foon  as- the  introductory  ceremo- 
nies are  finiihed, :  the  Ardran  ambaflador  enters  the  court, 
aittended  by  mufick,  a  grand  retinue,  and  repeated  difcharges 
of  all  the  artillery  in  the  city.  He  approaches  the  throne 
without  any  other  r^erence  but  a  flight  bpw,  or  inclination 
of  his  head  forward.  After  a  laboured  difcourfe  upon  the  cere- 
faiony  which  he  has  the  honour  of  performing,  he  takes  in  his 
hand  the  king's  helmet,  and  turns  it  towards  the  people : 
^pon  a  fignal  given,  the  mufick  ceafes,  the  acclamations  and 

'  X^)   The  reader  is  here  to  "days,  weeks,  {5ff.    Their  chief, 

obferve,  that  Des  Marchais  du  and  indeed  only  rule,  is  their 

vides  the  time  probably  in  the  feftivals  or  markets,  held  every 

European  manner  i  the  li^hidane/e  third  day.   In  this  manner  they 

being  extremely  deficient  in  all  calculate   all  their  periods  of 

^ivifionsaadequatioxiJiofbLOjars,  time.                  .        ,     . 

'          .  noife 
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noife'  are  fuccceded  for  a  few  miontes  by  a  profotind  filence. 
Then  the  Jrdran  pronoiyices  with  a  loud  and  clear  voice, 
**  People  I  behold  yoar  king :  Be  faithful  to  him  ;  pray  for 
'*  him,  and  your  prayers  wiU  be  heard  by  the  king  of  Ardrah^ 
**  my  royal  maft^r."  After  repeating  this  fhort  fpeech  three 
timesi  he  puts  the  helmet  on  the  king's  head,  and  then  fteps 
back  to  profhrate  himfclf,  and  pay  the  homage  now  due  to 
him  as  a  king.  The  great  guns,  the  mufqueteers,  the  mnfick 
and  the  acclamations  again  refume  their  noife,  ami  the  fky  is 
rent  with  the  dreadful  demonftrations  of  joy  \  the  ambaflador 
retires^  and  the  king  with  his  women  returns  peaceably  to 
the  palace;  the  Europeans  attend  him  to  the  gate,  and 
there  take  leave  with  profound  lefpeft.  All  the  ornaments 
ufed  in  the  ceremony  become  the  property  of  the  Ardran 
nobleman ;  but  as  the  political  fuperftition  of  the  priefthood 
drew  unhappy  prefages  from  that  cudom,  the  Jrdran  con* 
tents  himfelf  with  a  rich  prefent  the  king  niakes,  and  five 
Haves,  or  their  value  in  merchandize:  the  reft  remains 
with  the  prteils, '  under  the  ]K>tion  of  its  being  confecrated  to 
the  Fetichfii 

A  DAY  or  two  after  his  coronation,  the  king  diftributes 
prefents  an^ong  the  nobility  of  the  realm,  which  are  returned 
by  others  of  much  grater  v^y?.  Five  d^vs  are  fpent  in  re- 
joicings ;  and  the  ceremony  terminates  wim  a  folemn  procef- 
fion  to  the  Snake  Temple,  Upon  the  whole,  the  priefts  never 
omit  an  opportunity  of  profiting  by  the  fuperftition  of  the 
people.  All  feftivals  and  public  occafions  end  in  offo-ings 
to  the  fnake,  or  rather  in  perquifites  to  the  artful  and  cua* 
ning  minifters  of  this  reptile  deity. 
Xfvetwes  As  to  the  revenues  of  the  crown,  Des  Marchsis,  -without 
^/Ar  determining  the  precife  fum,  afTures  us,  that  they  amount 
irev;n,  xq  a  very  confiderable  fund,  by  the  taxes  on  the  people,  and 
.  the  duties  on  merchandize.  Befides  this,  large  fums  are  got 
by  fines  impofed  on  criminals,  and  the  confifcation  of  their 
goods,  chattels,  and  women,  whom  the  oflScers  of  the 
crown  fell  for  flavcs.  The  crown  has  lands  unalienable  from 
it,  not  only  in  the  vicinity  of  the  capital,  but  in  the  remote 
provinces  of  the  kingdom,  and  from  thefe  the  palace  is  fupplied 
with  all  neceflaries.  When  the  quantities  fent  in  exc^d  the 
demand,  the  furplus  is  fold  to  great  advantage,  and  hence 
arifes  no .  inconfiderable  part  of  the  revcaue.  Thefe  lands 
arc  cultivated  at  no  expence  ;  fo  abfolute  is  his  power,,  th^t 
the  fubjefts  cannot  perform  their  own  moft  neceflary  af- 
fairs, tiii  they  have  firft  done  the  king's  bufmefs.  Their  corn 
lies  rotting  on  the  ground,  while  they  are  cutting  his  ;  and 
their  iamilics  would  ftarve  while  they  are  fupplying  the  court 
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witlrfut>erfluities,  if  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  and  the  boun- 
tifulnefs  of  nature,  did  not  eafe  the  weight  of  their  yoke. 
Thefe  fervitudes  are  performed  at  ftated  periods.     Nine  can-  a      .^^^ 
nons  are  difcharged  as  a  fignal,  the  day  preceding  their  labour.  J^^^  ^^^ 
Next  morning  at.  break  of  day,  the  nobility  conduft  the^/^^^ 
people  to  the  king's  palace,  wherfc  they  begin  with  dancing 
and  mufick,  which  laft  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.     One  part 
of  this   troop  is  armed  for  war,  and  the  other  with  inftru- 
ments  of  labour,  the  fey  the,  the  hook,  and  the  fpadc.  While 
the  people  are  dancing  before  the  gates  of  fhe  palace,  the 
nobles  receive  their  inftruftions  from  the  king,  by  his  gentle* 
man  of  the  bed-chamber,  upon  which  this  body  difperfes  it- 
felf  to  the  different  employments  affigned.     All  the  while 
they  are  at  work  the  mufiCk  plays,  and  they  keep  time  by 
the  ftrokes  of  the  fpade,  the  fweeps  of  the  fey  the  or  hook  ; 
their  induftry  is  encreafed  by  the  mufick,  their  fpirits  fufr- 
tained,  and  they  would  feem   indefatigable  in  their  toil. 
Their  labour  has  all  the  air  of  an  amufement ;  and  while 
they  are  groaning  under  the  chains  of  fervitude,  they  feem 
the    happieft    people   on   earth.     One    might   apply  Des 
Marchais*s  defcription  of  U^idah  to  his  own  country,  which 
he  appears  to  have  in  his  eye,  while  he  is  painting  the  man- 
ners of  negroes.     In  a  word,  the  king  would  be  a  powerful 
monarch,  from  the-greatnefs  of  his  revenues,  the  number  of 
his  fUbjefts,  and  the  defpotifm  of  his  government,  if  he  were 
not  a  bubble  to  the  politics  of  his  neighbours,  and  the  in- 
trigues of  his  priefts.     Befides  the  immenfe  fums  expended 
in  continual  wars  with  Popos^  in  the  conquefl:  of  Offra^  in  the 
expeoces  of  his  court,  and  in  fuperftition,  he  maintains  a  ^m^ari 
ftanding  force  of  4000  men^    Altho'  he  regards  his  fubjeftsy^;.^^  ^f 
as  his  flaves,  yet  when  they  work  for  him,  he  is  forced  to  Whidah* 
pay  them  liberally  2.     Thi^  is  Bo/man's  account,  which  dif- 
fers confiderably  from  what  Des  Marchais  relates  above. 

While  Bofman  prefided  ovor  the  Dutch  commerce  in 
Whidah^  the  king  treated  the  Hollanders  with  more  refpeft 
than  any  other  nation  ;  he  made  them  larger  prefents,  con- 
ferred extraordinary  privileges  on  them,  and  fupplied  them 
with  greater  ftore  of  the  beft  provifions  than  he  had  ever  be- 
fore done  foreigners.  But  this  favourable  difpofition  was 
altered,  as  foon  as  the  conduft  of  their  trade  was  committed 
to  the  captains  of  fhips,  who  paid  little  regard  to  the  man- 
ners of  a  people  fo  refined  and  poliftied,  putting  them  on  a 
footing  with  the  other  negroes  of  the  coaft. 

*  BosMAN,  Epift.  20.    Drs  March,  t.  ii.  ibid. 
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Tbi  great       Dbs  Marchais  fays,  that  notwithftandiog  the  perfcHi 
^gneratiM  and  education  of  tlie  king  were  ib  totally  neg^efled  be* 
«/^/i^#        fore  be  afcended  the  throne,  yet  no  fooner  was  he  crowned^ 
Whtda-     tj^an  the  people,,  fofgetting  that  he  was  a  man,  woril3appe4 
vth^/or   JjJqj  35  3  goj^  a^  never  approached  him  but  with  a  rdpe£t 
their  ktMg.  pfji|jgj^d  with  fear  and  awe.     Such  as  pay  him  their  conapli* 
ments  in  the  morning,  throw  them&lves  on  the  ground, 
kifs  the  earth  diricc,  and  clappiog  their  hands,  prcHumnoe 
Dritfa  profound  devotion  certain  words  of  adoration.     After 
enterii^  the  gate,  and  arriyii^  at  the  place  where  the  king  re- 
ceives their  homage,  they  repeat  the  fame  form  of  compliment* 
The  nobles  of  the  firft  rank  are  fometimes  permitted  to  eat 
in  his  prefence,  but  never  with  him.   This  honour  Is  referred 
for  his  women*    Our  author  im^g^es,  that  the  origin  of 
the  king*s  never  eating  in  public  was  fix)m  policy,  as  if  he 
would  perfuade  his  fubjefVs  thai:  he  lived  without  aouridi- 
ment;  a  notion  which  muft  certainly  confirm  their  belief 
of  his  divinity  :  however,  he  makes  do  fcruple  of  diioking 
before  all  the  world  K 

It  is  never  known  in  what  part  ^  of  the  palace  the  king 
fieeps,  and  if  that  queftion  is  aiked  of  the  captain  of  his  guards^ 
or  any  of  diofe  neareft  his  peribn,  thdr  conAant  anfwer  isj 
^^  do  you  imagine  tisat  the  deity  fleeps  V  The  ignorance  and 
}ow  way  in  which  ius  is  always  br^d,  gives  him  a  hi^  relifti 
for  pleafure,  as  foon  as  he  is  raifed  by  one  Aep  to  tt^  d%nitir 
of  a  crown.  He  lives  in  the  m<^  dothftil,  luxurious,  and 
debauched  effeminacy  among,  his  women,  without  ever  feek^ 
ing  or  enjoying  the  converfation  of  men,  or  thcrfc  cxerdfes  that 
i:ould  fhrengthen  his  mind,  and  give  vigour  to  his  body.  ' 

To  conclude  this  ardde,  Bofinan  obierves,  tbatjthereign'^ 

Ing  prince  in  bis  time  was  about  fifty  years  of  age,  of  a 

middle  ftature,  ordinary  countenance,  but  with  eyes  full  ef 

fixe  and  fpirit.  This  is  probably  the  fame  prince  which  latter 

authors  ipeak  of  as  an  elderly  perfoni  briik  and  livcfly  for 

PifctiP'    liis  years.     He  was,  fays  Bofman^  the  mod  civil  and  ohligiz^ 

tion9fthe^^&^  I  ever  beheld;  but  the  felfifli  counfels  of  fome  of  his 

ting.        flatterers  akered  his  difpofition,  and  made  him  fevere,  dif- 

£cult  and  harfli  in  his  commerce  with  the  Dutch.    At  firil  he 

4ook  whatever  they  gavd  him  \  in  the  end  he  became  mone 

anceinhis  choice;  and  out  x»f  (hip-loads  of  merchandize,  it 

was  difficult,  to  pleaie  bim.     Thus  the  merchants,  fays  our 

author,  loft  fay  tibeir  traffick  with  the  king ;  iov  after  he  had 

the  beft  of  their  goodsj  it  was  IK>  eafy  matter  to  difpo&  of 

f  he  reft  fcparately  »• 

*  Auft,  fop,  dttt.  •  Epitt.  ao. 
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It  would  be  hard  to  <Ufcover  the  exaft  number  bif  the  Anaccmta 
king's  children  by  fiich  a  number  of  women  ;  JBofman  faw  but  of  the 
four; -thuecfons  and  one  daughter;  all  of  them  handfonie, /'^^'«f<f'' e/" 
but  in  particular  the  eldcft.     He  was  the  moft  beautiful  nd-  Whiaah; 
'  gTQ  he  had  ever  feen  5  but  the  qualities  off  his  mind  did  by   , 
no  means  correfpond  with  thofe  of  his  perfon  ;  for  he  was 
proud,    obftinate>  and  mifchievous,  infomuch  that  all  men      ' 
Uifhed  he  might  not  fuccced  to  the  crown  (B).     He  kept  in        • 
every  quarter  d  the  town  certain  agents,  employed  to  piun-    ^ 
rfcr  and  fteal  from  the  natives  and  Europeans,  out  of  which  he 
l^ceived  a  proportion  ^rted  on  ;  even  the  kiog's  goods  did 
Dot  efcape  his  rapacious  hands^    He  never  ftirred  abroad  but 
&t  night ;  and  Bifman  was  honoured  with  feveral  viflts  from' 
hirti  at  the  moft  unfeafonable  hours.     It  was  his  pride  that 
kept  hiM  ihut  up  in  the  day,  becaufe  he  would  not  cxpofe 
himfelf  to  the  people,  nor  appear  before  his  father.     The 
feco^yd  fon  greatly  refemHed  the  king,  in  the  fweetnfefs  and 
opeanefs  of  his  difpofition,  all  the  nobility  were  ajfSdubus 
in  )>ayi{ig  him  their  refpcfts,  charmed  with  the  freedom  of 
his  manners.  •  From  the  difference  of  their  tempers,  Bo/trian 
thought  it  probable  that  the  king's  death  would  be  followed, 
by  a  civil  war.     A  majority  of  voices  could  not  fail  of  being 
on  the  fide  of  the  younger ;  but  the  eldeft  was  fupported  by 
light,  and  by  the  forces  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  thofe 
bands  of  mifcreants  he  employed  for  the  meaneft  pnfppfes.      \ 
All  the  Europeans  he  doubted  not  would  join  the  younger 
brother's  party;  and  this  conjefture  was  verified  by  fafts, 
The  French^  l>utcf>,  ind  Portuguejey  all  imited  to  fupport  Cml^ar 
the  caufe  of  the  prefent  king  ag^nft  his  brother,  and  were  in  Whi. 
^the  chief  inftruments  of  feating  him  in  his  fathisr's  throne,  dah* 
If  we  may  credit  JItkinSy  he  foon  left  that  fweetnefs  of  man- 
ners VfYAcYi  Bqfinan  defcribes.    Soon  after  he  came  to  the 
crown,  he  grew  morofe,  retired,  and  lafcivious  in  his  tem- 
'pcr,  grofs  and  unweildy  in  his  perfon ;  he  never  went  out 
of  the  palace,  but  paffed  his  time  in  luxury  and  luft,  with 
no  oifier  company  than  that  of  his  women.     Atkins  alleges, 
that  Hot  haidng  made  the  people  the  ufual  prefent  on  receiv- 
ing the  crown,  this  avarice  induced  him  to  conceal  himfelf,  in 
Order  to  fave.that  expence.  Others  again  fay,  that  having  ne- 
lw  been  invefted  with  the  fword  of  ftate,  he  could  not  de-* 

(B)  We  are  at  a  lofs  tii  what  heir.  Befnuih  faw  him  at  court ; 

maaner  to  reconcile  this  .with  but  it  might  poiTihly  be  a  young- 

Da  Marchais*&  accdunt,  of  the  er  fon,  miftaken  by  the.ppppTc 

educatioa  of  the  prefampcive  for  the  ^delt^  * 
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pend  on  the  allegiance  of  his  fnbjeftSy  and  faenc6  arofe  the 
motives  for  his  retired  life  \  . 

Des  March ais  acquaints  us,  that  in  171 5,  the  thrcxK, 
then  vacant,  was  ifilled  by  a  new  prince,  caJled  Aniery  in 
prejudice  of  the  birthright  cf  his  elder  brother ;  but  this 
aflcrtion  he  fecmi  to  contradift  in  the  followiag  page,  wher«' 
he  reprefents  him  as  drawn  from  his  obfcurity,  and,  from 
tending  the  hogs  of  his  guardian,  raifed  to  a  throne.  He 
ought  therefore  to  be  the  elder,  becaufe,  according  to  the 
fame  author,  the  eldeft  fon  alone  is  bred  in  that  obfcure  man- 
ner. It  may  therefore  be  doubted  whether  it  was  a  new 
king  that  was  made  in  1725,  when  Des  Marchais  (aw  the 
coronation,  confidering  the  long  interregnum  which  the  laws 
admit  of.  Snelgrave  and  Smith  feem  to  fpeak  as  if  the  king 
Who  reigned  in  1725,  had  filled  the  throne  for  a  number  rf 
years.  They  admit  that  he  was  one  of  the  grofleft  and  moft 
unweildymen  they  hadgver  beheld;  but  we  (hall  d«fer  the  rela- 
tion of  the  extraordinary  revolution  brought  about  in  IVhidah 
by  the  brave  king  of  Dxihomayy  till  we  have  given  the  nalural 
hillory  of  the  country  •*. 
CUmateof  ^^  Whidah^  the  rainy  feafon  commences  about  the  middle 
Whidah.  ^f  ^^  month  of  May,  and  ends  in  the  beginning  of  Augufi, 
This  is  a  dangerous  and  unhealthy  time  of  the  year,  fruitfol 
in  abundance  of  difeafes,  both  among  the  natives  and  foreign- 
ers. The  r^n  falls  not  in  fhowers,  but  in  torrents  and  de- 
luges ;  and  fo  warm,  that  one  would  imagine  it  had  been 
heated  on  a  fire.  In  narrow  paflages,  you  are  ftruck  with  a 
ftream  of  hot  air,  enough  to  caufe  fuffocation ;  and  nothing 
but  perpetual  fanning  with  certain  inftruments  they  contrive 
for  that  purpofe,  can  render  life  fupportable"*. . 
^  1  J  As  to  the  foil  of  IVhidah,  it  confifts  in  general  of  a  rich  red 
proJuce  n^ould,  .fertile,  as  may  be  imagined,  from  the  number  of 
crops  it  produces  in  a  year ;  however,  trees  are  extremely 
fcarce  on  the  fea-coaft,  till  you  pa/s  the  Euphrates,  and  thofc 
fuch  as  bear  little  or  no  fruit.  Their  barrennefs  prevents  not  the 
natives  from  deifying  them;  and  perhaps  this  method  ©f  con- 
fecrating  trees,  might  arife  from  policy,  being  defirous  by 
this  fuperftitious  regard  to  multiply  them,  and  thus  to  prevent 
their  being  cut  down  by  natives  and  foreigners.  At  a  fmaJI 
diftance  however  from  the  fea,  all  kind  of  fruit-trees  are  found 
in  abundance.  Here  are  citrons,  lemons,  oranges,  tama- 
rinds, guava*s,  bananas,  6rc,  The  pailni  and  pardon  trees 
are  the  ftioft  plentiful ;  the  former,  is  valued  for  the  cXL 
/  drawn  from  its  fruit ;  the  latter  is  but  in  little eft«em  on  any 

.^Atkins.  'Des March. t.ii.p.183.  ■  Philips, v^y.p.ii^. 
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other  account  than  its  wood,  yvhichis  hard,   lading,  and 
capable  of  receiving  a  fine  polifti.     They  make  wine  from  it ; 
but  this  liquor  is  in  lefs  edeem  than  their  beei*.     European  ' 
figs  grow  well  here ;  and  Bo/man  afitrms,  that  the  foil  and 
climate    are  capable  of  producing  every  fpccies  of  fruit, 
root,  and  pulfe.     He  made  the  experiment  on  cabbages,  car- 
rots, turnips,  radifhes,  parfley,  and  peafe,  and  fucceeded  to 
his  wi(h*  Indigo  is  plentiful  in  this  country ;  and  our  author 
believes  the  fugar-cane  jmight  be  cultivated  to  the  greateft  ad- 
vantage.    They  have  alfo  a  fpecies^of  the  cotton  tree,  which  Jleauti^ 
they  call  Polon,  peculiar  to  Whidah.   It  produces  a  fort  of  fintfull^ind  of 
down,  ftiort,  but  beautiful,  and  if  rightly  prepared,  capable  cotton 
of  making  fine  ftufFs  and  cloths.      An  Engli/h  faftor  had  a  thatgranMS 
piece  died  fcarlet  in  the  grain,  that  was  greatly  admired  by  all  ^^^'* 
the  Europeans  for  its  ftrength,  finenefs,  and  incomparable  co- 
lour, which  exceeded  any  thing  they  had  ever  feen  in  Europe. 
This  kind  of  cotton  might  be  ufefully  manufajlriired  inta    . 
hats,  which  would  be  at  the  fame  time  handfome,  light,  an4 
warm.     Des  Marchais  extoUs  a  fmall  kind  of  fruit,  which, 
according  to  him,  has  neither  a  name,  nor  peculiar  or  certain 
figure.     He  fays  it  refembles  the  pip  or  feed  of  a  pear ;  and 
if  chewed  without  fwallowing,  communicates  a  pleafant  an4 
fweet  tafte  to  the  Iharpeft  acids  and  bitters.     Hence  it  would 
feem  to.be  the  Kola,  oi wYAch  Bofman  fpeaks  in  his  account 
of  the  Gold  Coaft.     Potatoes  the  natives  commonly  ufe  for 
bread,  of  which  they  have  prodigious  quantities.    They  have 
yamms  likewife,  but  neither  in  fuch  pfenty^  or  of  fo  good  a 
kind  as  on  other  parts  of  the  weftern<:oaft.     Several  forts  d 
fmall  beails  are  produced  in  great  abundance ;  of  thefe,  one 
kind  is  -called  acraes,  of  which  they  make  oil  cakes, .  a  plea« 
fant  and  wholefome  food,  to  thofe  who  are  accuftomed  to  it. 
Whidah  alfo  bears  onions  and  ginger ;  but  the  firft  efpecially 
is  fcarce.     Des  Marchais  gives  us  a  particular,  but  indiftinft 
account  of  a  fpecies  of  pea,  that  grows  upon  a  flirub  about 
twenty  inches  in  height,  greatly  refembling  the  red  pepper 
flirub. .  The  form  of  the  little  t^^gs,  the  rind  and  the  .leaves, 
have  fo  ftrong  a  refemblance,  that  it  is  difficult  to  diAinguifli 
them.    This  ihrub  bears  no  flower,  and  the  peafe  are  inclofed 
in  a  pod,  as  topgh  as  parchment.     The  pod, grows  at  the 
bottom  of  twigs,  which  fprout  out  from  the  roots,  whence 
the  plant  draws  its  nourifhment.     This  pod  or  fack  com- 
monly contains   from    120  to    150   peafe,    tender,    eafily 
digefted,   and  of  a  flavour  and  tafte  equal  to   European 
peafe. 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XVI,  F  f  Whidah, 
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Craim  Wmidah  produces  three  forts  of  grain.     The  firft  in 

/own  rank  and  cfteem  is  the  milhio^  or  fmall  maize,  the  cultivation 
tivici  /-  of  which  forms  the  chief  objeft  of  the  hufbandman.  It  is 
^eryye^r  fQ^^  twice  every  year  ;  but  the  encreafe  is  much  greater  at 
At  Whi-  Que  feafon  than  at  another.  The  earth  in  the  plentiful  fca- 
*^^*  fbn  is  fo  thick  with  it,  that  fcarce  a  foot-path  is  left  untiUed 

in  the  whole  country.  Notwithftanding  the  immenfe  quan- 
tities produced,  yet  it  fcarce  holds  out  from  one  leafon  to 
another;  fo  populous  is  the  country.  Another  reafon  is, 
that  a  great  part  of  it  is  run  to  Popo,  notwithftanding  the 
fevere  laws  prohibiting  its  exportation.  Hence  it  is,  that 
one  barren  year  occafions  an  almoft  incredible  famine  in- 
Whidah ;  freemen  have  often  fold  themfelves  for  food ;  other* 
have  discharged  their  flaves,  and  given  them  freedom  and 
hunger,  becaufe  they  were  unable  to  maintain  them.  Aa 
Englijb  fhip,  in  Bo/man's  time,  purchafed  his  cargo  of 
flaves  for  provifions,  with  which  he  happened  to  be  well 
ftocked. 

Their  next  fort  of  grain  is  the  great  milhio,  good  in  its 
kind,  but  not  ufed  by  the  natives  for  breid.  This  great 
maize  is  intirely  applied  to  brewing  ;  of  it  they  make  beer; 
and  no  more  is  fown  than  they  think  neceffary  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  third  fort  of  milhio  grows  not  upon  ftalks,  but 
in  ears,  like  barley.  Its  grain  is  of  a  redifh  colour ;  and 
what  is  remarkable,  it  takes  eight  or  nine  pionths  to  ripen* 
This  grain  is  not  ufed  for  bread,  but  mixed  with  great 
miJhio  in  brewing;  bf  which  they  imagine  the  beer  is  im- 
proved and  ftrengthened.  All  the  women  are  well  ikilled  in 
the  art  of  brewing  ;  and  onp  particular  fort  6f  the  Whidan 
beer  is  equal  to  any  we  meet  with  in  Europe,  The  com- 
mon beer  is  fold  for  three-pence  a  bottle  ;.  but  for  the  fame 
quaAtity  of  the  beft  you  muft  pay  a  rixdollar.  Even  the 
flaves  here  drink  nothing  but  beer.  Their  water,  which  they 
'  '  draw  from  wells,  is  efteemed  unhealthy  on  account,  of  its 
extreme  coldnefs^  It  has  often  indeed  been  found  to  pro- 
duce fevers,  efpecially  the  free  ufe  of  it  in  hot  weather. 

As  to  the  animals  of  Whidah,  it  is  too  populous,  and  well 
cultivated,  to  afford  a  retreat  for  wild  beafts.  Elephants, 
buiFaloes,  and  tygers,  are  found  in  the  mountains,  -which 
divide  this  from  the  interior  country.  Some  deer  and  hares 
are  feen  in  Whidah,  but  in  no  great  numbers;  and  they  pro- 
bably defcend  from  the  high  countries,  without  makmg  this 
<heir  conftant  refidence.  Des  Mdrchais  fays,  that  their  ve-  ■ 
nifon  is  greatly  inferior  to  what  he  has  eat  in  Europe  \ 
but,  fays  he,  they  are  fully  recompenfed  by  tjie  goodocfi 
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and  abundance  of  their  apes,  which  are  the  fatteft  and  moft 
beautiful  in  the  world.  No  flefh  is  more  efteemed  at  Whidah 
than  apes  flefti ;  it  fells  at  a  higher  price  tjian  mutton,  and  is 
always  preferred  to  it.  Even  the  £ttrd/^<i«  failors  foon  over- 
come  their  prejudices,  and  eat  it  with  a  peculiar  gout.  The 
oxen, cows,  fheep,  goats,  hogs,  arid  all  tame  quadrupeds,  differ 
in  nothing  from  thofe  of  the  other  coafts.  They  are  in  ge- 
Bcral  fatter,  on  account  of  the  fine  meadows  and  rich  pa* 
fture,  in  which  they  live  the  whole  year.  Their  horfes  are 
but  indifferent,  flight  in  the  make,  eafily  fatigued,  'and  of  a 
bad  carriage,  probably  owing  to  tneir  little  fkill  in  breaking 
them.  .         '• 

The  whole  country  is  covered  with  game  of  various  forts. 
Their  tame  fowl,  as  geefe,  ducks,  hens  and  turkeys,  are  rea- 
fonable  and  good.  Turtle-doves  are  fo  numerous,  that  a  ^ 
good  markfman  may  fhoot  above  an  hundred  in  a  day.  Bcf- 
fide^  thefe,  they  have  an  infinite  number  of  birds,  valuable 
only  for  their  beauty.  Among  thefe  is  the  Crown  Bird^ 
which  is  here  lefs  elegant  than  on  the  Gold  Coajl,  The  king- 
dom of  Whidah  is  every-where  flocked  with  fuch  variety  of 
thofe  charming  feathered  animals,  that  many  of  them  have 
yet  obtained  no  proper  names ;  and  are  difHnguifhed  only 
by  their  colour,  fize,  or  fome  fuch  charafteriflic.  Birds 
of  prey  however  are  fcarce. 

We  fhall  conclude  this  account  of  the  kingdom  6f  Whidah^ 
with  a  fhort  relation  of  their  wars  with  the  powerful  and 
politic  king  of  Dahomayy  that  tferminlated  in  their  ruin,  and 
the  fubverfion  of  their  liberty.     This  relation  we  fhall  chiefly  (7^^  a  ^ 
cxtraft  from  Snelgravey  who  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  fnoft  of  there'volu\ 
the  tranfaftions,  and  upon  the  fpot  at  the  time  the  revolution  tionin 
was  brought  about ".  The  wealth  of  this  nation,  arifmg  from  Whidah* 
the  fertility  of  the  foil,  and  the  flourifhing  flate  of  its  com- 
ijnerce,  was  attended  with  the  ufual  effefts  of  great  riches. 
Effeminacy  and  luxury  had  crept  among  the  once  induftrious 
and  aftive  inhabitants  ;  the  mind  was  debauched  with  prof- 
peri  ty,  and  emafculated  with  pleafure,  eafe  and  indolence.        V 
Hence  it  was,  that  the  king  of  Dahomay  was  invited  to  the 
conquefl  of  a  nation,  no  lefs  eafy  than  valuable  in  the  acquifi* 
tion..  The  king  of  Whidah,  who  had  mounted  the  throne  at  tfe 
age  of  fourteen  years,  left  the  government  intirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  nobility  of  the  court,  and  abandoned  himfelf  to  his  wo- 
men, to  pleafure  and  indolence.  The  nobility,  in  order  to  poflefs 
a  more  unlimited  and  fecure  authority,  encouraged  him  ia 

»  Snelgravb,  p.  21.  &  feq.    Etiam  Prbvost,  hift.  gene- 
ncrale  des  vo/^^  iv.  1.  8. 
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kb  natural  difpofitioDy  and  flattered  all  the  paffionsof  the 
young  priQce,  with  a  truly  European  refinement  and  policy. 
He  was  thirty  years  of  age  at  the  time  this  revolution  hap-- 
pened,  J.  1727  .  but  fo  far  was  he  from  meddling  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  that  he  indulged  every  appetite  with  the  fame 
freedom  he  had  done  in  his  more  boyifh  years.  At  his  court 
he  kept  fome  thoufands  of  women,  and  never  permitted 
hinifelf  hardly  to  be  approached  by  his  own  fex. 

In  this  fituation  were  things  at  Whidah^  when  the  king  of 
Dahomayy  an  inland  prince,  fent  ambalTadors  to  the  king  of 
Whidah,  defiling  permi/Tion  that  his  fubjeAs  might  trade  to 
the  fea-coafts,  with  an  offer  of  paying  a  yearly  tribute  of  a 
certain  number  of  flaves,  or  at  leaft  a  certain  duty  upon 
every  flave,  to  be  difpofrd  of  either  to  the  European  ihipping, 
or  to  the  natives  of  the  coaft.  HH  rcqueft  was  denied,  with 
a  haughtinefs  that  enraged  him,  and  occafioned  that  bold 
and  refolute  prince  to  vow  revenge.  Thcfe  menaces  were 
however  difregarded  by  the  king  of  IVhidah.  Snelgrave  re-  - 
lates,  that,  having  occafion  to  wait  on  his  majefty,  he  ac- 
quainted him  with  the  great  preparations  for  war  making  by 
the  king  of  Dahomay  :  but  the  reply  of  that  infatuated  mo- 
narch was,  ''  that  he  would  not  cut  off  his  head,  according  v 
*'  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  but  reduce  him  to  the  qua- 
**  lity  of  a  flave,  and  employ  him  in  the  meaneft  and  mo(t 
"  fervilc  offices."  How  different  was  the  event !  but  how 
*  agreeable  to  his  weak  and  foolifh  conduft  I 
Their  Truro  Audati,  prince  of  Dahomay,  was  a  brave  and 

nt(/ars        politic  monarch,  who,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  years,  had  cx- 
nvith  the    tended  his  conquefts  towards  the  fea  as  far  as  Ardrah,  au 
king  of     interior  country,  but  the  next  in  pofition  to  Whidah.    He 
Dabo-      now  propofed  to  fit  down  in  peace,  to  enjoy  and  fecUrc  Iris  ^ 
»^y*        conquefts,  had  not  the  above  accident  rekindled^  his  ambi- 
tion, and  forced  him,  to  take  arms.     To  this  was  fupcr- 
added  another  circumftance  that  haftened  th^  fatal  cataftro- 
phe  of  Whidah,     The  kiiig  of  Ardrah  had  a  brother,   a 
prince  of  great  hopes,  whom  he  treated  with  great  rigour 
an  \  feverity.     This  the  young  Hajfar  could  not  longer  en- 
dure with  patience ;  and,  finding  himfelf  unable  to  make  a 
fufficient  party  in  the  kingdom  to  (hake  off  the  yoke  and 
procure  his  liberty,  he  had  recourfe  to  Truro  Audati ;  pro- 
xnifing  him  a  large  fum  of  money,  if  he  would  revenge  the 
infults,  indignities,  and  grofs  injuftice,  under  which  he  la- 
boured.    Notliiog  more  was  neceffary  to  encourage   that 
ambitious  and  wife  prince,  who  entered  fo  heartily  into  the 
,  young  Hajfar' s  caufe,  as  if  he  had  been  aftuated  by  motives 
/        of  fympathy  and  compaifioa.    His  defigus  were  not  long  a 
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fccrct  to  the  king  of  Ardrah ;  who,  in  order  to  ward  againft 
the  impending  ftroke,  had  recourfe  for  affiftance  to  the  king 
of  Whidab  :  it  being  the  common  intereft  of  both  kingdoms 
to  oppofe  the  growing  power  of  Truro  'Judati.     The  ^^«- 
danefiy   however,  were  too  much  addifted  to  their  eafe  to 
attend  to  the  danger  that  threatened  their  neighbour,  and 
of  confequence  themfelves.     Audati  was  fuffered  to  enter  lOng  of 
Ardrah  with  an  army  of  50,000  men,  to  cut  in  pieces  the  Dahomay 
army  that  attempted  to  refift,  and  make  prifoner  the  king  ;  conquers 
who,  according  to  the  favage  cuflom  of  thofe  nations,  was  Ardrah. 
inftantly  beheaded.     There  was  at  tlie  court  of  Ardrah ^  at 
that  time,  one  Mr.  Bullfinch  Lamb,  an  Englijb  faftor,  fent 
by  the  governor  to  expedite  fome  accounts  between  the  king 
and  him.     A  large  balance  was  due  to  the  king;  and  he 
detained  Lamby  as  a  pledge  for  the  payment,  treating  him 
for  the  two  years  of  his  refidence  with  great  kindnefs  and 
civility.     He  was  now  prefented  to  the  conqueror  Audati, 
whoexprefled  the  utmoft  furprize  and  fatisfaftion  at  the  fight 
rf  a  white  man;  ordered  him  to  be  conduced  to  his  court; 
and  an  houfe,  domeftics,  and  women,  to  be  appointed  him. 
After  having  kept  him  for  three  years  in  this  fituation,  he  re- 
turned him  to  the  faftory,  loaded  with  gold  and. rich  prc- 
fcnts.    Daring  his  refidence  here  he  conftantly  diffuaded  the 
king  from  his  defign  of  invading  Whidah^  wkich  he  repre- 
fented  as  a  numerous  and  potent  kingdom,  accuftomed  to  fire- 
arms, and  ftrongly  conneftedwith  the  Europeans y  who  would 
not  fail  to  exert  themfelves  in  their  quarrel.     After'  Lamb's 
departure,  the  politic  Audati  employed  his  fpies  in  Whidah ; 
and  from  them  learnt  a  true  account  of  the  divifions,  the 
floth  and  indolence  that  reigned ;  a  piece  of  intelligence  which 
determined  him  no  longer  to  defer  the  intended  invafion.   He 
began  his  attack  upon  the  moft  northern  province  of  the 
kingdom.     Here  an  Appragbahy   or  negro  chief,  ruled,  in  " 
whom  the  government  was  hereditary.     The  Apprabgah  im- 
mediately demanded  fuccours  from  the  king;  but  he  had 
enemies  at  court,  who  wilhed  his  ruin,  and  rendered  the 
king  deaf  to  his  remonfl:rances.     Seeing  himfelf  abandoned, 
•he  took  the  refolution  of  fubmitting  to  Audati :  and  his  vo- 
luntary homage  procured  him  favourable  and  mild  terms  from 
the  conqueror.     After  this,  a  free  paflage  was  open  to  the  ^he  king 
kingdom  of  Whidah ,  and  even  to  Sabiy  the  capital;  there  ^/Daho- 
being  no  other  obftruftion  than  a  river,,  which  ran  on  the  niay  j«- 
north  fide  of  the  city.     The  king  of  Dahomay  encamped  on  '^^^w 
the  oppofite  banks,  not  doubting  but  the  gafTage  would  be  ^    }^^^* 
difputed:    in  this,  however,  he  was  miftaken  ;  the  efFemi- ^^^^^  ^.^' 
natc  Whidanefs  placing  their  fccurity  in  their  numbers  and  * 
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gods,  without  thinking  any  farther  precautions  neceflary, 
la  the  moirning  they  met  their  priefts  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  and  there  facrificed  to  the  grand  fcrpent ;  after  which 
'  they  returned  to  the  city,  fully  ;iffured  of  the  efficacy  of 
Vhat  they  had  done  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy. 

The  firft  ftep  taken  by  Judati  was  to  fend  to  the  EurO' 
Peans  an  aflurance,  that,  if  they  remained  neuters,  they 
fhould  not  only  be  treated  with  kindnefs,  but  their  trade 
likewife  freed  from  thofc  duties  and  reftriftions  at  prefent 
laid  upon  it  by  the  king  of  Whidah  .^  if,  on  the  contrary, 
ibey  joined  his  enemy,  and  took  up  arms  againft  him,  they 
ipuft  expeft  all  the  horrors  of  war,  and  the  moft  cruel  effefts 
of  his  refentment.  This  declaration  threw  the  Europeans 
into  the  utmoft  perplexity  and  confternation.  Some  pro- 
pofed  retiring  to  their  forts  on  the  fea-coaft,  fome  miles 
diftant  from  Sabi,  and  there  wait  the  event.  Others  agaia 
apprehended  that  this  retreat  would  irritate  the  king  of 
Whidahy  as  fetting  a  bad  precedent  to  his  fubjefts :  tbcfe 
were  therefore  inclined  to  (lay  in  the  capital,  and  this  pro- 
pofal  was  determined  on. 
-.,  .  Truro  Audati,  perceiving  that  the  defence  of  the 
,  >.  ^  river  was  committed  to  the  FeticheSy  or  fnakes,  detached  200 
%tiouj  ^'  J^^^'  ^^  found  the  fords.  This  body,  gaining  this  oppoittc  ^ 
condua  of  fcore  without  any  refiftance,  marched  immediately  towards 
^he  Whi-  the  capital,  attended  with  a  great  number  of  warlike  inftru- 
danefe.  ments.  The  king  of  Whidah y  hearing  of  their  approach, 
fled  precipitately  out  of  the  palace,  and  retired,  with  all  his 
won)en  and  court,  to  a  maritime  ifland  disjoined  by  the 
river  from  the  continent  (C).  The  reft  of  the  inhabitants, 
having  no  canoes  to  tranfpprc  them,  were  drowned  in  thou- 
fands,  attempting  to  fwim  acrofs.  Others,  amounting  to  one 
half  of  the  people,  took  (belter  in  the  woods  and  thickets  ; 
where,  endeavouring  to  aytjid  the  fword,  they  periihcd  by 
famine.  The  detachment  of  DahomanSy  that  had  entered 
the  city,  meeting  with  no  refiftance,  fet  fire  to  the  palace, 
and  fent  word  to  their  king,  that  nothing  ftood  in  his  way 
from  approaching  the  capital.  Upon  this,  the  whole  army 
began  their  march,  and,  crofling  the  river,  were  fully  per- 
fuaded  of  what  nothing  lefs  than  ocular  proof  could  ccmi- 
Vince  them ;  viz,  that  a  whole  nation  had  deferted  their 
liberty  and  property,  theii*  wives,  children,  and  gods,  with- 

(C)  This  ifland,  which  the     thejcingdom  of  Whidah  on  the 
^  king  pitcKed  upon  for  his  afy-     weft.    On  thenoi:th,  north-eaft, 
lum,  is  upon  the  borders  of  the    and  fiorth-weft  it  is  furroundcd 
kingdom  of  Pof9y  which  joins    by  a  river  ( i  )v 
{\)  yu*  Smith,  p*^z% 
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out  one  attempt  to  refift  the  enemy.  To  the  latter  the 
JDabomans  by  no  means  paid  the  regard  and  veneration  with 
'which  they  were  worfhipped  by  the  IVhidane/e :  for,  finding 
them  tame  and  numerouSj  every  houfe  being  filled  with 
fnakes,  they  took  them  up  by  the  middle,  and  jeeriugly  de- 
iired  them,  if  they  were  gods,  to  fpeak,  and  defend  them- 
felves.  As  the  fnakes  made  no  reply,  they  cut  off  their 
heads,  gutted,  and  broiled  them  upon  charcoal ;  faying, 
**  they  had  never  before  dined  upon  divinities ;  but,  as  the^ 
*•  had  often  feafted  upon  human  facriSces,  it  was  but  rea- 
**  fonabie  they  fhould  treat  in  their  turn." 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1729,  Snelgrave  ioMndi  th^fi^e  king  »/- 
tmhappy  king  of  Whidah  in  that  miferable  ifland,  where,  on  Whidah 
the  approach  of  the  enemy,  he  had  taken  fhelter.     Here  he  retreats  /# 
Jed  a  deplorable  and  deftitute  life,  in  a  poor  village,  barren,  ^  defert 
iandy,    and  void   of  every  neceffary  of  life.     Snelgrave^ifi^^* 
taking  pity  on  his  fad  reyerfe  of  fortune,  waited  upon  him, 
with  fuch  prefents  as  he  thought  would  be  moft  acceptable, 
which  the  fugitive  king  received  with  great  fatisfaftion, 
:  cxpreiHng  his  gratitude  by  a  prefent  of  a  goat,   the  only 
cfFcfts  of  value  of  which  be  was  poflefled.  .  He  was  attended 
only  by  one  of  his  CabocoerSy  the  moft  faithful  of  ^11.  his 
fubjeAs,  who  had  never  defer  ted  him  in  his  misfortunes, 

•  and  preferred  his  honour,  gratitude,  and  loyalty,  to  all  the 
advantages  he  could  receive  from  fubjefting  himfelf  to  the 

-  conqueror,  and  forfaking  his  native  prince :  a  rare  example 

•  of  fidelity  and  attachment  in  a  courtier.     All  befides  had    • 
paid  their  fubmiffion  to  the  viSorious  king  of  Dahomay,  and 
received  the  yoke  without  murmur. 

After  having  poflefled  himfelf  of  the  capital,   and  re-  An  at* 
ceived  the  obedience  of  the  chief  men  of  Whidah,  Audati  re-  tempt  to 
■  turned  to  the  more  complete  conqueft  of  Jrdrah,  and  to  rejiore  the 
profecute  a  war  he  had  been  engaged  in  with  the  king  o{^^"£- 

-  Tos,  the  ally  of  Jrdrah.     Some  lofles  he  had  here  fuftained, 

•  and  the  bufy  difpofition  of  an  European  fadlor  at  Jachen 
had  nearly  occafioned  a  revolution  in  Whidah^  and  reftored 
the  lawful  prince  to  the  throne.  When  governor  Wilfon,  in 
July  1729,  had  quitted  ^>J/iif A,  he  left  the  management  of 
the  Englijb  affairs  iq  the  hands  of  one  TeJlefoUy  a  foreigner, 
but  of  what  nation  i£  uncertain.  This  man  had  refided  a 
great  number  of  years  in  Guiney,  fupplying  by  experience 
what  he  fell  fliort  of  in  judgment,  moderation,  and  prudence. 
Although  he  had  made  frequent  vifits  to  the  king  of  Da- 
homayy  and  was  always  received  with  affability  and  particu- 
lar diftinftion,  yet  the  notion  he  entertained  of  his  wtaknefs 
frftcr  bis  latg  lofles,  and  from  too  extended  conquefts,  made 
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him  projeft  the  fcheme  which  had  nearly  terminated  in  his 
ruin  and  that  of  the  Engli/b  eftablifhtnent  in  Whidah,  He 
communicated  to  the  king  of  Popo  his  defign  of  rcftoring 
the  king,  and  was  confirmed  by  him  in  his  intention.  Since 
the  late  revolution,  the  channel  of  commerce  between  the 
kingdoms  of  Whidah  and  Popo  had  been  wholly  blocked  up  : 
nothing  therefore  could  be  more  agreea:ble  to  the  king  of 
Popq^  than  a  projeft  that  promifed  the  reftoration  of  ^  the 
king  of  Whidah,  and  the  ufual  commerce  between  the  na- 
tions. He  not  only  encouraged  Tefte/ole  to  profecute  his 
plan,  but  promifed  him  powerful  affiftance  in  executing  it. 
Accordingly  they  raifed  an  army  of  jooo  men,  under  the 
command  of  the  depofed  king,  and  his  faithful  Cahoc^r 
Ojfu,  The  king  of  Dahomay  was  at  this  time  bufied  in  re- 
pairing his  cities,  and  fettling  the  conquered  country  of 
Jrdrah :  it  was  a  long  time  before  he  was  apprifed  of  the 
revolt,  the  news  of  which  he  received  with  the  utmoft  aftd- 
niftiment ;  wondering  that  a  prince  fo  negligent  in  defending 
his  rights,  fhould  attempt  by  force  of  arms  to  regain  them. 
He  was  now  in  no  condition  to  undertake  a  frefh  war:  he 
had  buried  a  great  number  of  his  man  while  he  was  en- 
camped in  the  marfties  of  Tos  :  he  had  loft  a  great  number 
of  his  troops  in  a  battle  fought  with  that  prince ;  and  now 
he  had  detached  the  greater  part  of  the  remaining  forces  to 
the  different  fea-coafts,  to  difpofe  of  the  prifoncrs  he  had 
7be  tolitic  ^^^^  ^^  ^^e  war.  However,  he  fell  upon  a  ftratagem  to  dcii- 
€ondu3  of  ^^^  himfelf  out  of  this  extremity,  no  lefs  happy  in  the  con- 
/^^  i/;;^£/'trivance  than  fuccefsful  in  the  event.  Aiftmbling  a  great 
Daho-  number  of  women,  he  had  them  cloathed  and  armed  as^ 
xr.ay.  men.  He  formed  them  into  companies,  giving  to  each  their 
proper  officers,  colours,  and  mufic.  This  female  army  he 
put  in  motion  againft  the  enemy,  the  firft  line  of  every  com- 
pany bein^  compofed  of  men,  the  better  to  deceive,  and 
likewife,  if  neceflary,  to  fuftain  the  firft  (hock  of  the  Win* 
danefe.  The  news  of  this  march  'w^is  foon  carried  to  the  Whi- 
dan  canTp,  where  it  raifed  a  confternation  proportioned  to 
the  fuddenncfs  of  the  event,  the  deceit  put  upon  the  troops 
by  Teftefok,  and  the  natural  timidity  and  effeminacy  of  the 
^  foldiers.     All  of  them  abandoned  their  colours,  their  king, 

and  their  fidelity  :  nor  could  all  the  endeavours  of  that  un- 
fortunate prince  bring  them  back  -to  their  duty.  In  this  ex- 
tremity he  was  forced  a  fecond  time  to  retire  to  his  barren 
and  defolate  ifland,  and  Tejiefole  took  fanftuary  in.theJ?n^/i/I& 
.  fort,  whither  he  was  purfued  to  the  trenches  by  the  Daho- 
man  women,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  his  men  cut  off. 
He  was  iQ6n  aft,er  made  prilbner  in  tlie  French  fort,  car- 
ried. 
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ried,\bouad  hand  and  foot,  to  the  king,  puniflied  vnth  the 
mofl  cruel  tortures,  and,  laftly,  put  to  death :  a  punifliment 
which  his  ra(h  and  impetuous,  as  well  as  difrefpc£tful,  con- 
duft  to  the  king  of  Dahomay  richly  merited  (D).  In  this 
manner  does  the  once  famous  kingdom  of  Whidah  remain  to 
this  day :  a  province  dependent  on  the  king  of  Dahomay^ 
governed  by  a  viceroy ;  but  in  the  full  and  free  ufe  of  their 
antient  religion,  laws,  and  government.  The  fate  of  this 
kingdom  furnifties  a  ftriking  leflbn  to  all  commercial  ftates, 
how  they  fuffer  luxury,  the  natural  concomitant  of  wealth, 
to  creep  among  the  people.  It  may,  as  a  judicious  modem 
eflayift  obfcrvcs,  help  to  civilize  and  refine  the  manners; 
-  but  it  at  the  fame  time  weakens  and  debauches  the  mind. 
Luxury  may  introduce  the  arts,  and  improve  fcience;  but  it 
will  furely  enervate  the  genius  by  excefs,  ruin  the  morals, 
excite  at  once  a  fpirit  of  avarice  and  profufion,  deftroy  pub- 
.  lie  fpirit  and  patriotifm,  confining  our  whole  views  to  the 
gratifications  of  our  unruly  paffions,  and  the  means  of  fup- 
porting  our  pleafures,  at  the  expence  of  hohour,  honefly, 
liberty,  religion,  and.  every  thing  that  can  or  ought  to  be 
dear  to  a  man* 

Before  we  enter  upon  our  account  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ardrahy  we  Ihall  conclude  this  feAion  with  a  few  particu- 
lars relating  to  the  king  of  Dahomay  (E).  When  his  army 
entered  Sahiy  they  were  (hocked  at  the  fight  of  fome  Eur^ 
peanSy  who  remained  there^  not  daring  to  approach  them. 
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(D)  While  the  Dahoman  ar- 
my  furroundcd  the  fort  at  Ja- 
chetit  feveral  overtures  for  a  peace 
were  made  by  the  king,  all  of 
which  7V/f/o/r  rejedled,  with  an 
infolence  little  becoming  a  con- 
queror, much  lefs  a  petty  fac- 
tor, blocked  up  in  his  fort  by 
a  potent  monarch.  '  One  day, 

•  the  Daboman  ambaffador  being 
wit[i  him,  in  order  to  bring  to 
reafon  that  imprudent  man,  fome 
words  arofe,  upon  which  'Tefle- 

y<?/(?(lruck  the  ambaffador;  fay- 
ing at  the  fame  time,  that  were 
his  king  in  his  power  he  would 
ufe  him  after  a  different  man- 
ner. This  affair  being  told  to 
the  king  of  Dahomay,  he  re- 


plied, with  more,  than  ufual 
compofure,  ''  this  man  muft 
"  certainly  have  fome  very  ex- 
**  traordinary  reafon  for  his 
**  enmity  to  me.  Is  it  that  he 
**  is  unable  to  repay  the  many 
"  favours  and  civilities  I  have 
"  conferred  on  him  ?"  An  an- 
fwer  that  ought  to  be  written  in 
golden  charaders. 

(E)  Smlgranfey  we  believe,  !s 
the  only  writer  who  gives  any 
account  of  this  prince ;  we  ihall 
therefore  relate  from  him  all 
that  is  known  concerning  a 
monarch  fo  powerful.  The 
fituation  of  his  kingdom  is  in- 
tirely  unknown,  it  lying  far  up^ 
the  country,  north  of  Ardrah. 

the 
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their  complexjoo  and  dreis  bdog  h  difKimt  firom  any  thing 
tbqr  had  ever  hehdd  m. 
'jljb^rt  Not w I THSTANDiKG  the  re(emblance  of  fymmetry,  they 

Jketch  of  coald  not  be  perfaaded  they  were  men,  till  they  heard  them 
ihef^U'  fpeaky  and  were  aflbred  by  the  IVbidanefe^  that  theie  were  the 
iifs,  merchants  who  purchafed  all  the  (laves  that  were  fold  in 

firtngthf  Cuifuy,  As  foon  as  thdr  underfiandings  were  informed, 
0udman'  ^^qJ  ||j^  prqudices  removed,  their  rcfpeft  ceafed.  -  They 
^^r'  fdzcd  upon  Du^rt^  the  French  faaor,  robbed  hkn  of  his 
mans  ^atch  and  money,  conveying  him  and  fome  other  v^ute 
voitbadt'  "^^^f  ^nglijb^  French^  Dutch,  SLad  Portvgurfe,  all  prifbners 
fcriftisM  ^  ^^^  camp.  Of  this  number  was  Jeremy  Tinker^  who  a 
if  the  £sv  <lays  before  had  reCgned  the  government  of  afiairs  to 
if«^*  Duport,  wi  h  intention  of  (ailii^  iofr' England,     The  Swor 

Peretra,  of  all  the  Europeans y  made  his  efcape  out  of  Sabi  \ 
and  arrived  at  the  French  faftery  of  Jachen. 

On  the  following  day  they  arrived  in  the  camp  four  miles 
dif^ant  from  Sabi,  where  they  were  feparated  according  to  thdr 
di&rei|t  nations,  and  ill  treated  for  fome  days.  At  length  they 
were  brought  into  the  king's  prefence,  whogradonfl^removed 
their  fears  concerning  the  confequences  of  the  war ;  promifing, 
they  (honld  have  no  reafon  to  be  forry  for  the  revolution 
brought  about  in  the  kingdom  (^  Wbidab.  After^thls  he  fet 
them  at  liberty,  without  ranfom,  permittii^  them  to  return 
to  their  feveral  forts.  He  prelisnted  the  EngBfb  and  French 
governors  with  fome  (laves ;  afliuing  them,  that  his  intention 
was,  the  moment  he  had  eftablKhed  his  conqudfb,  to  culti- 
vate trade,  to  render  commerce  flourifliing,  and  to  give  the 
Europeans  peculiar  te(timonies  of  his  fiiendMp  and  regard. 
Snelgrave,  after  pafling  a  few  days  with  the  French 
and  Englifb  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  proceeded  to  Jacken, 
a  town  fituated  about  feven  leagues  ea(lwardof  Sabi,  where 
the  Engiyb  and  French  have  faftories.  It  has  a  diftri<5^ 
ftretching  about  three  miles  along  the  coaft,  a  good  road  for 
(hipping,  and  the  only  harbour  by  which  Europeans  have  a 
communication  with  Ardrah.  It  is  governed  by  an  heredi- 
tary prince,  paying  a  yearly  tribute  to  the  monarch  of  Ar- 
drah. When  the  king  of  Dahomay  became  mafter  of  that 
counny,  the  prince  of  Jachen  paid  him  his  fubmifBon,  with 
an  offer  of  the  fame  tribute  he  had  yearly  paid  to  Ardrah : 
a  conduft  that  was  greatly  approved  by  Trure  Audati :  in 
confequence  of  which  he  remitted  part  of  the  tribute.  After 
ravaging,  plundering,  and  deftroying  all  the  other  countries 
he  had  conquered,  the  politic  Audati  imagined  he  might  rea- 

•  The  whole  of  this  account,'  cxtraiEled  from  the  journal  of 
SnelgravEj  is  printed  in  Prevost's  Colledion,  t.  iv. 
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'  dcr  the  natives  of  Jachen  ufcful  to  his  fubjefts,  by  inftrufting 
them  in  the  myfteries  of  trade.  He  had  now  opened  a  path 
to  thefea  :  but  ftill,  without  knowlege  in  commerce,  all  the 
blood  he  had  fpilt  would  be  of  little  ufe  to  the  wealth  and 
happinefs  of  his  people.  Jachen  had  always  been  the  rival  of 
Whidah  in  trade :  the  latter  being  overturned,  all  the  com- 
merce which  before  had  been  in  the  hand?  of  both,  could 
BOW  be  engrofled  by  Jachen  alone,  or  rather  by  the  Daho^ 
mans,  who  would  always  preferve  the  right  of  conqueft 
over  the  ports,  and  of  courfe  the  greater  fhare  of  the  traffick. 
Such  were  the  views  of  this  wife  prince,  in  depriving  the  one 
of  their  .trade,  while  he  encouraged  and  fupported  the  other 
in  all  their  privileges,  and  whatever  could  promote  a  fpirit 
of  induftry  and  commerce. 

The  following  extraft  frpm  the  journal  of  Snelgrave 
mzj  not  be  unacceptable  to>  the  reader.  Wq  were  carried, 
lays  he,  to  the  camp  in  litters,  placed  on  the  .flioulders  o£ 
iix  n^roes.  Nothing  could  exceed  in  beauty  the  profpeft 
the  country  afforded,  if  you  did  not  on  every  fide  perceive 
the  devaftation  and  ravage;^  of  war.  Not  only  the  ruins  of 
towns  and  villages  were  continually  prefent  to  the  eye,  but 
heaps  of  bones,  the  remains  of  thofe  unhappy  viftims  of  am- 
bition and  avarice.  When  we  arrived  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  the  camp  a  meflengcr  canje  to  us,  with  compliments 
from  the  king ;  advifing  us  to  be  of  good  courage,  and  to 
pay  his  majefty  the  refpeft  due  to  fo  great  a  prince.  Oa 
our  arrival  in  the  camp,  we  were  delivered  into  the  cuftody 
of  a  fuperior  otfficer,  bearing  the  title  of  captain,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  guards,  armed  with  guns,  naked  fwords,  tar- 
gets, and  accompanied  by  a  ftandard.  They  made  fuch  a 
number  of  ridiculous  grimaces  and  contorfions  of  the  mufclcs 
of  the  face,  that  it  was  fcarce  poffible  to  avoid  laughing,  and 
utterly  fo  to  penetrate  into  their  defigns.-  Their  aftion*  / 
growing  ftill  more  abfurd  and  obfcure,  when  the  captain^ 
attended  by  two  other  officers,  came  up  to  us,  with  their 
fwords  drawn ;  the  points  of  which  they  applied  to  their  naked 
breafts,  {kipping,  leaping,  and  ihaking  their  heads,  for  fome 
time.  This  ceremony  ended,  thtj  refumed  a  more  compofed 
air,  congratulating  us  on  our  arrival,  and  poured  out  a  cup 
of  palm  wine,  to  the  king's  health  :  after  which  we  were 
conduced  to  our  tents,  under  an  lefcortc  of  500  men,  pre- 
ceeded  by  a  band  of  mufic. . 

The  camp  was  pitched  near  ^en',  which  had  been  the 
capital  of  Ardrahy  but  now  a  lar^e  pile  of  rubbifh  and  ruinfe. 
The  viftorious  army  was  lodged  in  tents,  compofed  of  the 
tranches  of  trees,  coveted  with  ftra^,  of  the  form  of  a  bee- 
hive. 
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hl?ey  but  large  enough  to  contain  ten  or  a  dozen  fbldiers. 
After  the  captain  had  left  the  Europeans  in  their  teat,  with 
a  gnard  placed  at  a  fmall  diftance,  he  went  diredly  to  the 
king,  to  give  an  account  of  his  commiffion.  .  Next  day  a 
large  tent,  fnrrounded  by  pallifadoes,  was.  eisdled  in  the 
middle  of  the  camp :  hither  the  Europeans  were  ordered  to 
be  brought ;  and,  to  prevent  the  crowd  from  incommoding 
them,  a  proclamation  was  pubiiihed,  prohibiting  them,  un- 
der pain  of  deatb»  from  ail^mbling  round  the  pallifadoes. 
This  regard  for  their  fafety  and  eafe  gave  xhz  Europeans  great 
joy.  They  dined  in  the  large  tent,  expofed  to  the  view  of 
the  whole  camp ;  btit  now,  being  fecure  of  their  lives,  they 
fuftained  no  other  inconvenience  than  what  arofe  from  the 
myriads  of  flies  that  fwarmed  round  them^  it  being  impoiS* 
ble  to  convey  a  bit  of  meat  into  one's  mouth  that  was  not 
loaded  with  thofe  vermin.  Soon  after  dinner  the  captain 
returned,  to  condu£l  the  Europeans  to  the  king»  In  their 
way  they  faw  a  fcaffoldipg,  covered  vnxh  human  heads ;  and, 
upon  enquiry,  they  were  informed  by  their  interpreter,  that 
thofe  heads  were  all  that  remained  of  4000  prifooers  the 
Dahomans  had  facrificed  in  the  fpace  of  three  weeks*     A 

^  piece  of  information  that  ftruck  the  Europeans  with  horror 
and  aftonilhmetit !  Thofe  unhappy  perfons  where  chiefly 
midanefe;  among  whom  were  feveral  of  the  nobiUty,  who 
had  bafely  deforted  their  king,  and  reaped  this  reward  of 
their  treachery  and  pufillaninuty.  The  Europeans  Were  con- 
dueled  through  a  large  porch  into  a  wide  fquare,  filled  with 
houfes,  the  walls  of  which  were  of  mud.     Here  they  wefc 

*"  made  to  fit  down  upon  turf-feats,  and  prefented  by  the  cap- 
tain with  a  cow,  a  goat,  and  a  flieep ;  to  which  he  added  a 
compliment,  that  his  majefty  was  forry  it  fliould  be  out  of 
his  power,  amidft  the  din  and  tumult  of  arms,  to  treat  than 
in  a  manner  confiflient  with  his  afledion  and  efleem  :  a  com- 
pliment and  ufage  that  feems  to  contradiA  what  our  author 
before  aflcrted.  Upon  this  occafion  they  had  not  the  honour 
of  being  prcfented  to  his  majefly :  they  were  permitted,  how- 
ever, to  gratify  their  curiofity  in  regard  to  every  particular 
about  the  court.  As  they  went  out  at  the  porch,  in  order  to 
return  to. their  teats,  they  were  met  by  four  handfbme,  lufty 
negroes,  armed  with  a  fufee  upon  their  fhoulders,  a  naked 
fword  in  their  hands,  and  their  necks  adorned  with  collars  of 
human  teeth,  which  hung  over  their  breafts  and  flioulders. 
They  were  told  by  their  interpreter,  that  thefe  were  heroes 
of  the  Dahoman  nation,  who  were  permitted  to  deck  them- 
fclves  with  the  teeth  of  the  enemies  they  had  Ilain  in  battle; 
in  the  number  of  which  confifted  the  diiJerencc  of  their  rank 

and 
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and  quality.  Snelgrave  defired  the  interpreter  to  compli- 
ment them  in  the  name  of  the  Europeansy  and  to  aflure 
them,  that  they,  looked  upon  them  as  the  braveft  of  men  :  to 
which  they  replied,  with  great  politenefs,  that  they  only 
claimed  the  next  rank  to  the  white  men,  whom  they  greatly 
cfteemed. 

Two  days  after,  they  received  orders  to  prepare  them- 
felves  for  an  audience  of  the  king ;  when  they  were  con- 
dufted  to  the  fame  fquare  they  had  feen  before.  Here  they 
found  his  majcfty  feated  oh  a  throne,  raifed  high  for  the  oc- 
cafion,  and  fet  off  with  the  fpoils  of  the  royal  palace  at  SabL 
A  fine  filk  canopy,  fupported  by  four  beautiful  women,  was 
held  over  his  head,  to  defcnihim  from  the  fcorching  heat 
of  the  fun,  while  other  females  fanned  him,  and  drove  away 
the  flies.  The  women  were  richly  cloathed  from  the  girdle 
to  the  heels,  the  upper  part  of  the  body  being  intirely  naked^ 
after  the  faftiion  of  the  country.  On  then:  arms  they  wore 
gold  bracelets  of  great  value,  fet  with  jtfwels,  necklaces  of 
the  fame  metal,  ftudded  with  precious  ftones,  and  pretty 
little  ornaments,  peculiar  to  the  country,  interwoven  witS 
their  hair.  Thefe  confifted  chiefly  of  pebbles  and  cryftals, 
of  various  colours,' ranged  with  great  tafte,  and  in  a  man- 
ner that  fet  off  their  luftre  to  great  advantage.  A  number 
of  other  foiSls  and  gems  they  ufed,  which  were  brought 
from  the  interior  parts  of  Africa.  Our  author  obferves, 
that  moft  of  the  diamonds  he  faw  were  fmall,  but  of  a  pne 
and  delicate  water,  exceeding  any  imported  from  the  Idng* 
doms  of  Golconda  and  Vifiapore* 

As  to  the  king,  he  was  drefled  in  a  robe  of  filk,  flowered 
with  gold,  and  fweeping  the  ground  behind  with  a  long 
train.  Pn  his  head  he  wore  an  European  hat,  embroidered* 
and  fandals  on  his  feet.  When  the  Europeans  approached 
within  twenty  paces  of  him,  he  made  a  motion  for  them  to 
halt,  and  bid  them,  by  his  interpreter,  a  hearty  welcome  to 
his  dominions.  After  giving  Snelgrave  aflurances  of  his 
proteftion,  he  ordered  them  to  be  feated ;  and,  calling  for 
feme  wine,  drank  their  healths,  defiring  that  the  cup  might 
go  round.  While  they  were  thus  employed;  eight  hundred 
prifoners  were  brought  into  the  camp,  from  a  country  called 
Tujfiy  difiant  fix  days  journey  from  Ardrah.  This  people, 
while  the  king  of  Dahomay  was  employed  in  the  conquefl: 
of  Whidahi  had  attacked  500  of  his  troops,  fent  to  efcorte 
twelve  of  his  women  and  fome  treafure  to  Dahomay.  The 
Tujfos,  after  routing  thef  convoy,  put  the  women  to  death, 
and  feized  on  the  treafure :  an  infult  which  Truro  Audati 
baftcaed  to  revenge  as  fooa  as  he  was  difengaged  from  the  ' 
7  Whidan 
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Whidan  war.  A  ftrong  detachment  from  his*  army  was  fent 
againft  them ;  which  meeting  with  the  enemy,  intircly  de^ 
feated  them,  and  made  prifoners  of  the  unfortunate  perfons 
now  led  into  the  court.  The  fight  of  thofe  wretches  going 
to  be  facrificed  could  not  fail  to  excite  emotions  of  pity, 
though  their  crime  was  of  fuch  a  nature  as  little  merited 
compaffion.  A  certain  number  of  them  was  chofen  by  the 
king  to  be  offered  up  as  viftims  to  xh^  Fetiches y  and  th6 
manes  of  thofe  women  they  had  bafely  murdered ;  the  reft 
were  kept  as  flavcs,  for  the  ufe  of  the  king  and  court,  or  fold 
*  to  the  Europeans.  All  the  foldiers  who  were  on  this  expe- 
dition were  rewarded  for  their  fcrviccs,  receiving  from  the 
hands  of  their  officers  cotvris  to  the  atnount  of  twenty  (hil- 
lings for  a  male  flavc,  and  twelve  for  a  female.  The  fame 
foldiers  brought  likewife  into  the  middle  of  the  camp  fome 
thoufand  heads  of  thofe  they  had  flain  in  ^battle ;  for  each  of 
which  they  were  paid  a  certdin  fum  of  money. 

All  the  time  thfe  king  continued  in  the  great  fquare,  the 
nobility  lay  proftrate  on  the  ground,  without  presuming  to 
Approach  nearer  to  him  than  twenty  paces,  or  hardly  to  lift 
tip  their  faces,  unlefs  they  were  fpoken  to.  Thofe  who  had 
'any  thing  to  communicate  to  him  firft  kifTcd  the  ground 
with  profound  reverertce,  and  then  whifpered  in  the  ear  of 
an  elderly  hdy,  who  ftood  on  the  right-hand  of  his  throne, 
whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  convey  the  requeft,  information,  or 
whatever  it  was,  to  the  king.  This  day  his  majefty  made 
prefents  to  his  principal  officers  and  Women  of  above  200 
llaves ;  which  royal  bounty  was  proclaimed  over  the  camp, 
and  echoed  by  the  joyful  fhouts  and  acclamations  of  the 
foldiery.  The  laft  ceremony  which  our  author  faw  was  the 
moft  extraordinary  of  the  whole.  Two  negroes  came  before 
his  majefty,  carrying  a  vellel  filled  with  grain,  the  quantity 
Amounting  ro  at  leaft  fix  gallons.  After  fetting  it  down  on 
the  ground,  they  fell  upon  their  knees,  and  then,  without  any 
apparent  concern,  began  eating  the  grain  in  handfuls,  fa 
fiifi  that  the  whole  was  confumed  in  a  few  minutes.-.  Snel-^ 
grave  was  told  by  the  interpreter,  that  the  intention  of 'this 
ceremony  was  purely  to  amufe  the  king,  and' that  the  poor 
wretches  never  long  furvived  this  inhuman  diverfion  :  how- 
ever, that  there  never  were  wanting  a  number  of  candidates 
for  the  honour  of  fucceeding  them.  Dinner  then  was  fervcd 
up ;  during  which  the  prince  of  Jachen'%  brother  entered 
the  tent  of  the  Europeans y  in  the  utmoft  fright  and  diforder. 
He  had  juft  met  the  unhappy  Tujfos  going  to  be  ^a:rificed  : 
his  ears  and  heart  were  penetrated  with  their  piteous  cries> 
and  himfclf  melted  iato  the  tendereft  compaiSon ;  nothing 
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being  fo  horrible  and  fhocking  tb  a  native  of  the  fca-coaft  as 
that  monftrous  praftice  of  the  interior  nations,  of  facrifieing 
human  viftims,  and  feeding  upon  the  flefli  of  their  own  ' 
fpecies.  This  barbarous  ufage  is  familiar  to  the  Dahomans. 
When  Snelgrave  reproached  the  Whidanefe^  for  having  per* 
xnitted  themfelves  to  be  conquered  by  thofe  favages,  they  an- 
fwercd,  that  it  was  not  poffible  to  refift  fuch  canibals ;  and, 
when  they  were  once  dead,  it  did  not  much  fignify  whether 
their  bodies  were  devoured  by  vulturs  or  by  men. 

Some  of  ihQ  Europeans  had  the  cruel  curiofity  to  go  and 
fee  thofe  facrifices  performed ;  and  to  their  account  we  owe 
the  knowlege  of  the  manner  in  which  this  favage  ceremony 
is  condufted.      The  firft  who  made  his  appearance  was  a 
negro,  of  a  majeftic  air,  robuft,  and  handfome  fymmetry, 
about  fifty  years  of  age.   His  hands  were  bound  behind  him ; 
but  in  his  face  he  bore  no  marks  of  fear  or  grief,  and  his  . 
whole  deportment  was  that  of  a  conqueror,  rather  than  a" 
flave  going  to  be  facrificed.    A  Dahmnan  prieft  {landing  upon 
the  fcaiFold,  pi*onounced  over  his  head  certain  myfterrous 
words ;  after  which  the  viftim  was  mounted  up,  and  his 
head  at  one  blow  fevered  from  his  body ;  the  whole  aflcm- 
bly  fending  forth  a  loud  ftiout.     The  head  was  thrown  to  a 
corner  of  the  fcafFold,  and  the  body  fufFered  to  lie  till  all  the 
blood  had  run  out ;  after  which  it  was  carried  to  the  camp, 
and  the  head  fent  to  court.     The  interpreter  told  Snelgrave^ 
that  the  head  was  the  property  of  the  king,  the  blood  "was 
given  to  the  fetiche^  and  the  body  always  left  to  the  foldicrs. 
With  the  fame  formality  was  the  facrifice  continued  through 
the  fcveral  viftims  ;  the  men  offering  themfelves  with  great 
conftancy  and  courage ;   but  the  women,  agreeable  to  the 
tendernefs  of  the  fex,  lifting  their  voices  in  doleful  lamenta-  . 
tions  to  heaven,  and  cries  that  would  melt  the  moft  callous 
heart.     After  the  facrifice  was  finifhed,  a  colond  of  the 
guard  came  up  to  Snelgrave y   and  afked  him.   What  he 
thoughtof.it?   To  xS\\%  Snelgrave  xt^it^y  that  it  was.  won- 
derful to  him,  how  fo  wife  a  prince  as  Xruro  Audati. {hould 
facrifice  fuch  a  number  of  men,  whom  he  might  have  fold 
to  great  advantage.    The  colonel  anfwered,  that  it  had  been 
the  cuftom  of  their  nation  for  time  immemorial :  that  after  a 
certain  great  viftory,  the  king  could  not  difpenfe  with  a  vow 
he  had  made  before  the  battle,  of.  offering  up  to  God  a  cer** 
tain  number  of  prifoners :    that  the  Dahoman  kings  ever    . 
lin^e  believed  that  the  negleft  of  this  ceremony  would  be? 
attended  with  fome  dreadful  calamity,  either  to  them  or  to 
the  nation;  and  to. the  exaft  performance  of  it  they  attri- 
bute the  run  of  profperity  they  have  enjoyc,d>  for  ,a.  feries  of 
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years :  that  the  reafons  for  chuling  out  old  men  for  viftims 
were  purely  political ;  they  being  of  lefs  value  at  market,  and 
more  dangerous,  from  their  experience  and  cunning,  than 
the  young.  This  the  Dahomans  had  frequently  obferved : 
for  almoft  all  the  diilurbances  which  happen  among  flaves, 
had  their  origin  in  the  plots  and  contrivances  of  the  old  ones. 
Laftly,  the  colonej  added,  that  as  to  the  young  men  they 
fometimes  facrificed,  it  was  with  intention  they  (hould  wait 
in  the  next  world  upon  the  king's  women  the  Tiijfos  had 
flain ;  from  which  fuperftition  we  may  conclude  the  Da- 
harnans  have  fome  idea  of  a  future  ilate,  and  the  immorta- 
lity of  the  foul. 

Snelgrave  after  this  interrogated  the  colonel,  What  fen- 
timents  his  nation  entertained  concerning  the  Supreme  Being  ? 
The  anfwer  was  confufed  and  embarrafled ;  viz,  that  the 
Dahomans  acknowleged  one  invifible  God,  who  protefted 
them  in  all  dangers  and  difHculties ;  and  that  this  incorporeal 
being  was  fubordinate  to  one  more  powerful.     This  laft 
God,  (ays  the  colonel,  is  the  fame  who  communicates  all  thofe 
extraordinary  advantages  to  the  white  men  :  but,  continues- 
he,  when  this  great  being  does  not  chufe  to  impart  himfdf 
to  us,' we  then  content  ourfelves  with  the  invifible  God^ 
whom  we  aftually  worfhip. 

Snelgrave  relates,   that  he  was  afTured  both  by  the 
princie  of  Jachen  and  by  his  interpreter,  both  eye-witnefles  of 
what  they  affirmed,  that  the  Dahoman  priefts  broikd  aqd 
cat  the  bodies  of  the  viftims,  diftributing  the  remainder  to 
the  foldiers,  who  had  fpent  the  whole  night  in  gluttony  and 
riot.     However,  he  docs  not  advance  this  horrid  barbarity 
as  certain  truth,  but  on  the  report  only  of  credible  witneffes, 
who  could  have  no  view  or  defign  in  deceiving  him.     This 
he  thinks  is  more  ilrongly  confirmed  by  the  atteftation  of  an 
honeft  and  plain  writer,  Robert  Moor,  furgeon  to  a  frigate 
in  the  Englijb  fervice.     John  Dagge,  the  captain,  on  his  ar* 
rival  at  Whidah^  finding  himfelf  indifpofed,  fent  Moor  upon 
an  ambafly  to  the  camp  of  the  king  of  Dahomay^  with  pre^ 
fcnts  to  the  monarch.     Moor  had  the  curiofity  to  go  round 
the  whole  camp,  when  in  paffing  the  market  he  faw  human 
flefti  expofed  to  fale.     Snelgrave ^  who  had  this  account  from " 
Moor*s  own  mouth,  fays  that  his  curiofity  did  not  lead  him 
to  the  market-place ;  but  that  if  it  had,  he  doubts  not  but 
lie  (hould  have  met  with  the  fame  dreadful  fpeflade.     Mkim^ 
Jiowever,  difcredits  this  report ;  and  affirms,  that  Moor  mif- 
took  monkey's  flefh  for  human.     He  blames  ^Snelgrave,   for 
delating,  upon  the  authority  of  others,  things  in  which  he 
migl^t  have  fo  cafily  fatisfied  himfelf*. 
»  Atkins,  p.  39. 
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AmonCt  the  European  prifoncrs  the  king  of  dahomay  li^d 
taken  in  the  conqueft  of  Urdrah^  was  a  Portuguefe  mnlattoe^ 
whofe  ai!e£lion  and  attachment  he  gained  by  his  liberality 
and  kindnefs.  In  particular  he  had  prefented  htm  with  a  wo-^ 
man  whofe  beauty  Snelgrave  greatly  admired  (E).     She  had: 
the  complexion  of  an  European,- znd  was  really  fair  and  deli-: 
cate,  but  the  features  and  hair  of  a  negro.    The  Portuguefe 
vrsLs  befides  raifed  to  fome  high  offices  about  the  court,  and 
was  the  favourite  and  minion  of  the  king.     This  man  paid 
gr^t  regard  to  Snelgrave,  vifited  him,  and  every  day  fup- 
plied  him  with  the  beft  provifions  the  country  afforded.     By 
him  he  was  told  of  the  war  the  Dahomans  miaintdned  againfk 
the  king  of  Xos,  after  the  conquefl  of  Ardrah.     This  laft 
country,  hefaid;  lay  a  great  way  north-eafl  oiDahomay,  on  the 
cppofite  fide  of  a  vafl  lake,  from  which  ifTued  a  number  of 
rivers,  fome  of  which  difcharged  themfdves  into  the  gulph  of 
Guiney.    He  faid,  that  a  number  of  fugitive  princes,  whofe 
fathers  had  been  put;  to  death  by  the  Dahoman  monarch, 
had  fled  to  the  king  of  Tos,  as  their  proteftor,  and  engaged 
him  by  their  intreaties  to  declare  war  againfl  Truro  Audati* 
He  was  fobn  in  a  condition  to  take  the  field ;  and  the  king 
of  Dahomay,  quitting  Ardrah,  was  not  long  in  oppofing  him^> 
with  all  his  forces,  which  confifted  wholly  of  infantry.     As 
the  enemy's  army  was  intirely  compofed  of  cavalry,  Judati 
apprehended,  that  in  an  open  country  his  troops  would  be 
^furrounded,  and  every-where  broke  by  the  vigour,  weighty . 
and  impetuofity  of  the  horfe.    To  prevent  this,  he  ranged  in 
diflferent  parts  of  his  wings  and  center  platoons  of  mufquetry, 
whofe  fire  he  knew  would  terrify  the  horfe,  unaccuftomed 
to  thde  explofions.  -  This  had  the  effeft ;  it  prevented  the 
two  armies  from  coming  to  a  general  and  unequal  engagement. 
As  they  had  continued,  however,  for  four  days  to  flcirmifh 
IncefTantly,  the  Dahoman  army  began  to  grow  tired  of  (land- 
ing conftantly  to  arms,  and  watching  the  motions  of  an  enemy, 
equally  alert  and  intrepid  ;   befides,  the  horfe  now  began  to 
(land  fire,  and  wd-e  not,  as  at  firfl,  put  into  confufion  upon 
every  difcharge  of  the  mufquetry.     In  thifi  fituation  Judaii 
found  it  necef&ry  to  have  recourfe  to  ftratagem,  and  effeft 
by  art  ^Vhat  he  perceived  was  impoffible  to  courage  alone. 
He  had  in  his  camp  a  great  quantity  of  brandy,  aqua  vita, 
and  fpirituous  liquors,  which  lie  had  brought  from  Ardrah* 
Thefe,  with  fome  valuable  effcfts,  he  ordered  to  be  removed 
to  a  neighbouring  village,  undo*  a  ftrong  guard,  as  if  he  in- 

(E)  This  lady  was  boi'n  in    who  had  come  over  to  Portugal 
Europe,   of  mulattoe   parents,    on  fome  mercantile  affairs  (2). 
(2)  Prin/cft,  r.  v.  ^.  »5i. 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XVI.  G  g  tended 
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tended  to  feeure  tJiem  frc«n  danger.  After  this,  by  an  ad* 
vance  d^tiachment,  he  vigoroufly  attacked  the  enemy ;  who 
received  htm  With  equal  bravery.  After  a  fharp  aftion  he  re- 
treated, on  the  apj)r0ach  of  night,  in  feeming  confufion, 
and  as  if  he  had  yielded  to  their  fuperiorily.  The  enemy, 
not  doubting  but  they  had  obtained  a  complete  viftory, 
feized  ttpon  the  magazine  of  fpirits,  which  they  drank  with 
^cat  avidity,  and  with  juft  the  efFeft  lyhich  Audati  defired 
and  expefted.  He  watched  the  proper  opportunity  by  his 
^nes ;  and,  returning,  with  great  diligence,  bef6re  fleep 
ftioiild  again  refrefh  them,  he  attacked  them  with  vigour, 
tirhile  tWo-thirds  of  the  army  we^e  dead-drunk  or  aileep, 
and  found  it  fto  difficult  matter  to  conquer.  Some,  how- 
ever, mounted  their  horfes,  and  flood  the  charge;  with  the 
utmoft  obftinacy  :  but  thefe  being  few  in  number,  could  not 
prevent  a  total  drfeat  and  prodigious  flaughter.  However, 
added  the  Portuguufe^  Truro  Audati  is  fo  well  afFured  of  the 
bravery  of  the  enemy,  and  the  fuperiority  they  maintain  b^ 
their  cavalry  in  an  open  country,  that  he  tries  every  means  to 
gain  th^r  friendfhip.  He  has  made  rich  prefents  to  the  king 
of  Tos,  to  keep  him  quiet,  and  dreads  nothing  fo  much  as  a 
fecond  war  with  fo  intrepid  a  nation.  Another  invafion,  ccm* 
tinned  he,  may  turn  the  fcale  of  fortune,  and  reduce  the  -D^i* 
idmnns  to  the  condition  to  which  they  have  brought  many 
Other  nations :  for  there  is  no  depending  upon  ftratagefti% 
^here  every  other  advantage  is  on  tlie  fide  of  the  enemy, 
Shbuld  another  wajr  breakout,  and  Audati  be  deferted  by  his 
jjgood  fortune,  he  has  taken  the  refolution  of  retiring  to  the 
•conquered  provinces  6rv  the  feaH:oaft;  knowing  that  the  fu- 
•perftition  of  his  enemies  will  prevent  their  purfuing  him.  iThe 
J^feat  Fetiche  of  the  people  of  Tos  is  the  fea  :  but  fo  profound 
•is  their  Veneration,  that  their  priefts  prohibit  them  from  ap- 
i{)ro9iching  or  feeing  it.  The  breach  of  this  part  of  their  faith, 
they  are  folly  perluade^,  would  be  attended  ^ith  themoft 
terrible  national  calamities.  Snelgrave  remarks  here,  that 
all  the  tiqgroes  have  their  Fetiches^  either  general  or  particu- 
lar; and  that,  whether  the  fea,  a  ferpent,  ifheep,  goat,  or 
iftone,  be  the  objeft  of  their  adoration,  they  continue  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  their  lives  to  worihip  it,  with  a  literal 
obedience  to  the  mode  prefcribed  by  their  priefts. 

So^ME  days  after  Snelgrave's  arrival  in  the  camp,  he  was 
invited  to  a  fecond  audience  of  the  monarch.  On  entering 
the  court,  he  was  defired  to  flop  till  the  king  had  examined 
the  quality  of  the  prefents  which  he  uftderflood  Snelgr<it>e 
propofed  making.  After  this  he  was  ititroduced  into  a  little 
.  court,  at  the  farther  end  of  which  the  king  was  fiaated,  crofs^ 
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legged^  upon  a  fine  filk  carpet.  The  appearance  of  his  at«- 
teodants  was  brilliant;  but  fe^  women  were  in  waiting. 
C^  feeing  Snslgrave  and  the  other  Euro^anSy  he  very  affably 
^iquired  ^fter  thdt  healthy  hoMi^  they  liked  their  accommo- 
dations, and  manner  of  livings  ordering  feme  fine  mats  to  be 
placed  near  him  fot  thpm  to  fit  on.  rfe  then  interrogated 
Snelgrave  concerning  the  nature  of  the  commerce  he  carried 
ito  with  the  maritime  kingdoms  oi  Africa?  To  this  th^ 
captain  replied,  that  flaves  were  the  chief  branch  of  trafflck, 
but  that  he  likewife  pnrchafed  gold  and  ivory,  in  exchange 
for  which  he  gave  European  commodities  :  concluding  with 
his  humble  requef^,  that  his  majefty  would  be  pleued  ta 
tountenance  and  protect  a  trade  equally  advantageous  t<» 
Europe  and  to  Jjfrica  ;  a  requeft  which  he  was  afTured 
iRFould  be  granted  as  foon  as  the  rights  of  each  nation  couI4 
be  afcertained,  and  general  commercial  laws  eftabliflied* 
The  king  then  defired  Snelgravs  to  addrefs  himfclf  to  Zuing* 
Afr,  an  officer  of  diftinftion,  whoai'  he  had  known  at  WlndcuH 
The  Zuingiar,  by  order  of  his  matter,  declared  to  Snelgrave^ 
that,  notwithftanding  the  rights  of  conqueft,  it  was  his 
tanajefty's  refoiution  not  to  raife  the  duties  and  impoAs  upon 
trade,  and  to  continue  them  on  the  footing  they  had  formerly 
ftood  at  Whidah,  The  Englijh  captain  replied,  that  his  ma' 
jefty  being  infinitely  a  greater  prince  than»d*e  king  ,of  JVhi* 
dahy  it  was  hoped  that  he  would  leflen  the  Veftriftions  upon 
trade,  and  content  himfelf  with  a  fmalier  duty*  This  ob* 
jeftion  puzzled  th.Q  Zuinglar,  and  made  hip  hefitate  about 
the  anfwer  he  ought  to  return ;  but  the  king,  who  obliged 
the  interpieter  to  explain  every  particle  that  was  uttered,  re- 
pli(d»  that  the  natural  confequence  of  his  being  a  greater 
prince,  was  a  more  profound  refpeft  and  higher  impofts : 
**  however,"  fays  he,  refuming  a  more  mild  and  gracious 
manner,  "  as  you  are  the  firft  E7iglifb  captain  I  hiave  fecn,  I 
**  will  treat  you  as  one  would  a  young  wife,  to  whom  he 
*'  can  deny  nothing.'*  Snelgravii  was  ftruck  with  the  lively 
pditenefs  of  this  anfwer;  and  imagining  die  interpreter  had 
given  a  different  turn  to  the  king's  expreffion,  he  accufed 
him  of  deceiving  him;  but  his  majefty  refuming  the  difcourfe 
in  the  fame  terms,  fooii  convinced  Snelgrave,  that  true  com- 
plaifance  is  not  confined  to  Europe.  The  whole  of  his  com- 
pliment was  perfeftly  calculated  to  render  the  ftiranger  hap^ 
py  ;  and  he  concluded  it  with  a  promife,  that  his  condu<5l: 
ftiould  by  no  means' difcredit  his  profeKfions.  Encouraged  by 
this  extreme  condefcenfion,  Snelgrave  took  the  liberty  of  re- 
prefenting,  that  the, only  fure  method  to  render  comm«:ce 
flourifhing,  was  to  lay  as  few  clogg  and  i:eftri£tions  upon  it 
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as  poffibk ;  and  to  proteA  the  Engli/b  not  only  againft  the 
petty  frauds  of  the  common  negroes,*  but  the  exhorlritant 
exactions  of  the  ehirf  officers  c¥  the  court  and  cuftoms* 
He  added,  that  from  neglefting  thofe  two  important  points^ 
the  king  of  Whidah  had  greatly  injured  the  trade  of  his  coun*' 
try.  His  majefty  replied,  that  he  was  intirely  of  his  fentt-^ 
ments,  and  dcfired  to  know  what  the  Englifb  believed  they 
Ihould  be  able  to  pay.  Snelgrave  aufweredj  that  ,to  give 
vigour  to  their  traffick,  and  inlpire  them  with  zeal  and  grati- 
tude to  his  majefty,  a  moiety  of  what  was  exaded  by  the 
king  of  IVhidah  would  be  fufficient,  and  as  much  as  they 
well  could  bear.  Immediately  the  terms  .were  accepted,  and 
the  king,  to  conclude  the  a.udience  with  the  fame  amiable 
dignity  with  which  he  had  begun  it,  aflured  Snelgrave^  that 
he  would  thoroughly  reftrain  the  exactions  and  frauds  he  com^' 
plained  of,  punifli  with  the  utmoft  rigour  all  impofitions  add 
injuries  done  to  the  Europeans^  and  the  Englifb  in  particular, 
and  be  himfelf  th^  fupport  and  proteAor  of  commerce,  which 
he  hoped  to  fee  flourifli  in  every  comer  of  his  dominions. 

This  treaty  of  commerce  being  finiihed,  the  affection  and 
regard  of  the  Dahoman  monarch  far  the  Europeans  was  fo 
confpicuous,  that  Snelgrave  did  not  heCtate  to  implore  his 
clemency  in  behalf  of  the  unhappy  people  of  Whidah.  In  ac- 
knowleging  that  the  common  people  were  fraudulent,  he  ex- 
cufed  them  by  the  example  of  their  fuperiors,  who  always 
ftiared  in  their  acquifitions  and  thefts  from  ftrangers  and 
foreigners.  He  fcrupled  not  to  aflert,  that  if  it  fliould 
pleafe  his  majefty  to  fliew  mercy  in  rcftoring  them  to  their 
country,  and  impofing  a  tribute  on  them,  they  would  be- 
come ufeful  to  his  intereft,  and  highly' ferviceable  to  the  ftate 
by  their  induftry,  their  fkill  in  hulbandry,  acquaintance  with 
the  Europeans^  and  knowlege  in  commerce.  To  this  he  ad- 
cled,  that  it  was  a  maxim  among  European  princes,  to  efti- 
mate  the  ftreijigth  of  a  kingdom  by  the  number  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, and  that  if  his  majefty  would  adopt  this  principle,  he 
might  eafily  add  an  hundred  thoufand' ufeful  fubjeAs  to  the 
Dumber  of  his  people.  His  majefty's  reply  was,  that  he 
was  fully  aflured  of  the  truth  of  aU  the  Engli/b  captain  had 
advanced,  but.  that  the  tranquility  of  IVhidah  could  never 
be  eftabliflied  while  the  king  was  living.  He  had  therefore, 
he  faid,  offered  to  reftore  the  people  to  their  former  poflef- 
fions,  provided  they  would  put  the  king  into  his  hands,  ei- 
l  her  dead  or  alive. 

This  converlation  was  followed  by  a  variety  of  other  dif- 
courfe,  through  every  part  of  which  ^tl>e  kiag  difplayed  the 
qualities  of  a  nobk  and  generous  mind^  as  well  as  of  an  ablf 
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^liticlan,  confidering  the  barbarous  ignorance  in  which  he 
had  ever  been  bred.  Among  other  fubjefts  that  occurred, 
he  complained  to  Snelgrave  of  the  ingratitude  of  Mr.  Lamb, 
the  Englifb  faftor ;  who  after  receiving  above  thrc6  hundred 
ounces  of  gold  from  hiip,  eight  flaves,  and  in  particular 
Tom,  a  favourite  flave  of  Jachen^  under  promife  of  returning 
within  a  certain  time  limited,  he  (hould  have  broke  his  faith, 
made  light  of  the  .friendfhip  of  a  great  monarch,  and  in- 
fringed the  rights  of  hofpitality,  by  a  flagrant  breach  of  his 
word.  His  vUlainy,  however,  did  not,  he  (aid,  prejudice  hint 
ftgainft  the  nation;  there  were  bad  men  in  all  countries; 
but  it  would  be  his  endeavour  not  to  fumifti  the  Englijb  with 
an  opportunity  either  of  retorting  or  repeating  the  crime. 
The  beft  apology  Snelgrave  could  make  for  his  countryman, 
was  by  difclaiming  all  acquaintance  with  him.  After  th^s  he 
told  the  king,  that  the  Englijh  merchants  had,  befides  the 
fliip  he  commanded,  five  others  that  traded  to  JVhidah  and 
Jachen ;  he  hoped  therefore  that  his  majefty  would  (hew  the 
fame  favour  to  the  others'  he  was  pleafed  to  confer  on  him ; 
to  which  the  king  replied,  that  notwithftanding  he  meant  to 
reftrain  fome  of  his  favours  to  him  in  particular,  yet  the 
other  captains  (hould  have  no  caufe  of  complaint.  Then  be- 
gan a  bargain  about  (laves,  at  the  conclufion  of  which,  his 
majefty  ordered  the  prince  royal  of  Jachen  to  be  called  in. 
To  him  he  declared,  with  orders  to  communicate  his  will  to 
his  brother,  that  whoever  was  detefted  of  defrauding,  rob- 
bing, injuring,  or  cxafting  exoitit^nt  prefents  from  any 
Englijbman  within  the  kingdom  of  Whidah  or  Jachen^  (hould 
be  impaled  alive  on  the  (hore,  in  terrorem^  and  by  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  example  to  deter  others  from  violating  the  facred 
rights  of  hofpitality.  It  being  no^y  late,  Snelgrave  and  his 
companions  took  their  leave,  after  returning  his  maje(ty 
thanks  for  the  high  honour  he  had  done  them,  and  the 
numberlefs  favours  conferred  upon  the  Europeans  in  general. 
As  this  audience  lafted  above  five  hours,  he  had  full  lei- 
fure  and  opportunity  of  making  all  the  obfervations  he  could 
defire  on  his  majefty's  perfon  and  underftanding.  As  to  the 
former,  it  was  of  a  middling  ftature,  robuft  and  exaftly  pro- 
portioned. His  face  was  filled  with  the  fmall  pox,  but  not 
disfigured.  His  eyes  were  piercing  and  black,  full  of  fire 
and  fpirit,  or  of  a  gentlenefs  and  fottnefs,  juft  as  the  fubjeft 
of  difcourfe  happened  to  turn.  Snelgrave  affirms,  that  every 
feature  befpoke  the  greatnefs  of  his  mind,  and  his  whole  de- 
portment was  that  of  a  king.  He  was  affable  without  being 
familiar,  and  poflefled  the  happy  art  of  defcending  to  the 
Jfvel  pf  his  company,  without  laying  afide  maje(ty ;  although 
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you  were  invited  to  fpeak  with  freedom,  yet  it  was  not  pofr 
fiblc  to  lay  afide  refpeft ;  and  you  beheld  ia  the  fame  peribn, 
the  focial  companion  and  the  mighty  prjace,  the  eafe  of  the 
frknd  blended  with  the  dignity  of  the  monarch.  Ia  -fliort, 
take  him  all  in  all,  Tfurp  Audati  was  a  moft  extraordinary 
perfon,  who  poflefFed  th^  mod  amiable  virtues  and  ftrike- 
ing  qualities,  without  one  vice,  but  what  be  owed  to 
the  prejudice  of  education,  and  the  barbarous  maatiers  of 
|iis  country. 

Before  Snelgrave  quitted  the  Dahoman  court,  he  had 

occafion  to  fee  a  review  of  the  troops  before  the  royal  tent, 

Three  thoufand  of  them  were  armed  with  mufquets,  fwords, 

^d  targets,   which  they  exercifed  to  admiration,   having 

gone  through  all  the  evolutions,  and  fired  twenty  rounds  in 

the  fpacc  of  two' hours.  All  the  reft  of  thp  troops  were  armed 

in  the  aianner  common  to  negroes.    As  they  pafled  the  king, 

they  proftrated  themfelves  tq  the  ground,  killed  the  earth, 

f^nd  rdfe  up  with  a  fprightUnefs  and  activity  that  was  afbr 

niihiugy     What  moft  furprized  our  author,  was  about  loooo 

|>oys  thftt  followed  the  camp.   Thefe  he  was  told  were  young 

foldierSy  br^  up  to  all  the  hardfhips  of  war,  and  fatigues 

pf  campaigns.    They  were  taught  the  exercife,  put  at  a  cer? 

tain  age  upon  d^ngerou§  exploits,  by  way  of  probation,  be? 

fore  they  were  admitted  to  the  honour  of  ferving  their  king, 

tind  fupported  at  the  public  e^pence.     "  After  this,"  fay? 

Snelgrave^  "  I  could  not  wonder  how  Truro  j^udati  csuaa^ 

**  to  be  fo  powerful  a  prince,  and  mighty  conqueror*.'* 

ConclMjton      "^^^s  abftraft  from  the  v<^yage  of  Sn^grave^  we  thought 

pj  the  ab-  a  ucceflary  appendix  to  the  hiftory  of  Whidah.     No  author 

Jtraa/rqm  has  defcribpd  the  mariners  of  the  potent  kingdom  of  DabGmay\ 

Snel-         and  this  occafion  of  relating  all  we  knew  conco-ning  tl-ie  con- 

p"?^?*       queror  pf  IVhidahy  and  a  prince  of  fo  glorious  a  charafter,  wg 

imagined  would  be  no  ingrateful  prefent  to  our  readers. 

♦  See  the  Abbe  Prkvost's  colicfl.  dcs  voyages  au  long  d^ 
cotjes  Occident,  de  TAfrique,  t.  y. 


Kingdom  of  Ardrah, 


w 


'  E  come  now  to  the  kingdom  of  Ardraif  or  the  fourth 
divifion  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Benin  called 
the  Slavs  Ccaji.  Europeans  have  not  frequoited  it  enough 
exaftly  to  afcertain  its  geograpl^y  pr  dinskcnfions.  We 
know,  however,  from  undoubted  authority  and  the  concnr- 
rence  of  writers,  that  it  extends  a  great  way  to  the  northern 
*0d  interior  country,  tliat  it-  is  filled  \yith  populous  town? 
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and  villages,  ^hat  the  kingdom  in  general  is  fertile  and  well 
cultivated,  and   the  people  warlike,    althpugh    they  were 
fuhdued  by  a  nation  more  powerful  than  therafelves*     The 
truth  is,  Europeans  are  only  acquainted  wjth  a  few  towns 
ne^r  the  co^ft,  and  from  thefe  form  their  judgment  of  the 
reXl.     It  is  bounded,  vye  are  told,  on  the  weft  by  the  Rio  £)^a„-^. 
VoUay  on  the  eaft  by  the  kingdom  of  Benin  Prober  (^befe,^^-^^^^!  ' 
including  the  kingdom  of  Whidahy  taking  in  a  traS  oi  an  Ardi'lh. 
bundred  l^agqes),  on  the  fouth  by  tl^e  ocean,  and  on  the 
lio^th  north-weft,  by  the  kingdoms  of  Oyeo  and  ^(gkjemi, 
or  Ukami'     Towards  the  fouth  or  fea  coaft,  /^rd!r^^  is  ex- 
tremely <:Qnfined,  widening  as  it  extends  northward  }nto  thf 
form  of  a  triangle.     However,  this  is  purely  the  cqnjefture 
of  voyagers,  and  founded  upon  the  lame  and  imperf^<5l  account 
pf  the  natives,  who  are  amazingly  ignorant  of  the  chorogra- 
phy  of  tl^eir  own  country,  and  indeed  of  every .  thing  re- 
moved a  few  miles  from  their  houfes.     The  coaft  beginning 
four  leagues  paft  of  Great  Pop%  and  ending  at^  Acqut^  com^ 
,  prebends  the  fpace  of  twenty-five  leagqes,  if  we  include  the 
jproviuce  of  Jachen^  which  has  a  prince  of  its  own,  tributary 
to  the  king  of  Ardrah,     Bo/man  and  Barbot  divide  it  intd  tb^s  kif^' 
Great  and  Little  Ardrah.     Under  the  latter,  ^hey  compre-  4t»{  4iit* 
head  all  the  marit.me  coaft,  the  interior  country  making  tile  did  into 
former.      Little  Ardrah  afcends  up  the  country  as  far  as  Great  an^ 
Off  ray  and  Great  Ardrah  t^kcs  in  the  petty  ftate  of  Torri  Y^^^^  ^^' 
(F).     The  coaft  from  IVhidah  to  Little  Ardrah  is  low  and^™"? 
flat,  but  rifes  by  a  gentle  afcent  ^s  you  proceed  to  Jagben  p. 
This  latter  town  is  a  league  porth-north-eaft  diftant  from 
Praya  or  Little  Arftrah,  and  is  governed  by  a  prjnce  qr 

»  BosMAN,  p.  243.    Barbot,  p.  3^7,  j:  34jS|  et|fim  Lb 
Croix,  t.  iii.  p.  150. 

(F)  Torri  has  Foulaon  fbr  its  pert  thiesres  and  robber?,  Tlffiif 

capital,*  a  town  feated  on  the  chief  occupation  is  buihandry, 

river  Jachetiy  ranning  eaft  and  They  fupply  Europeavs  with  %\^^ 

weft  to  Great  Popo.    The  terri-  fruits  of  their  labour,  live  the«n- 

tory  of  forri  is  four  leagues  in  felves  on  thofe  of  their  gcniw?, 

circumference,  having  Whidah  frequently  refiife   paying  the 

on  the  weft,  Offra  on  the  eaft,  cuftomary  tribute   to   Ardrah ^ 

and  the  fea  on  the  fouth.    The  tHrow  off  their  fubmiffion  to  the 

ftatt  is  independent,  paying  on-  kin^,  make  incurfions  into  the 

\y  a  fmall  acknowlegemeht  for  neighbouring  kingdoms,  and  iit 

the  protection  of  the  king  of  particular  rob    and  fppil  the 

Ardrah ;  the  people  indoftrious^  towns  on  the  borders  of  Ar- 

but^  like  their  neighbours,  ex-  drahy  by  way  of  rptribation  (3)/ 
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PhidalgOf  who  refides  here  in  a  famptuous  xnanner,  lodged 
in  a  palace  wonderfully  fplendid  for  the  country,  and  his 
confined  dominions.  Jachen,  fo  called  from  the  firft  Dutch 
fsL^or,  who  refided  there,  is  1 500  fathoms^  in  circumferencCi, 
iurrouq^UKl  by  a  deep  ditch,  fupplied  with  water  from  z 
rivulet  that  runs  into  it.  The  Dutch  and  Engli/b  had  £aAo* 
ries  hprc;  but  of  late  years  the  latter  is  withdrawn.  After 
the  oonqueft  of  Ardraby  the  palace  of  Jachen  was  burnt  to 
the  ground,  notwithfUnding  the  prince  paid  his  fulxnii&oii 
to  the  king  of  Dahomay.  How  the  accident  arofe  we  are 
not  informed.  Smithy  indeed,  afErms,  that  the  P hidalgo  at 
Srft  refilled  Truro  Judatij  and  that  the  natives  made  an  ob- 
0inate  defence ;  but  we  are  told  by  Snelgrave  and  other  good 
authors,  that  no  attack  upon  the  town  was  ever  made; 
Lamb  and  the  other  Europeans  furrendering  themfelves,  and 
the  P hidalgo  ]^elding  fubmiflion  to  Audati  upon  the  firft 
ibmmons'i  (G). 

.    North  of  Jachm  ftands  Ofra,  a  confiderable  dty,  where 

ihfi  Engli/b  and  Dutch  have  ^ch  a  handfome  houfe  or  £si£i:ory. 

Here  the  Dutch  in  particular  qury  on  a  great  trade,  and  live 

PtMh^iih  a  fplendor  proportioned  to  their  profits.     Still  far- 

^^•f^'^'thcr  north,  between  Offra  and  the  capital,  is  fituated  C?r<tf^ 

LI  For^M  ill  which  i$  ereftpd  an  ina  fpr  the  accommodation  <4* 

f  Deh  Marcuais,  t,  ii.  p.  22?. 

(G)  Barhofi  acconpt  of  Ja^  coaft  to  the  inland  parts.     One 

f&M  is  fomething  different  from  indeed   perceives    at   the  firft 

the  above.   It  derives  its  name,  glance,  a  variety  of  contradic- 

f^cording  to  him,  from  a  ne>  tions  in  all  their  topography ; 

Eo,  who  raifed  it  from  a  viU  Jacben^  according  to  the  maps 
j;c  to  its  pr^fent  fplendor,  r^-  inferred  in  ?re^\  colleftiofi, 
ther  by  his  beneficence  than  his  ftands  upon  a  river  of  the  fame 
wealth.  It  is  inclofed  by  a  name,  affo  called  T^orr/ or  T'^rrf, 
high  and  thick  wall  (4).  The  about  feven  miles  from  the  fea. 
Phidalgo\  hoafc  is  rather  con-  The  wars  of  Ardrah  with  the 
venient  than  magnificent,  an4  Dahom^ns  having  rained  .t)>e 
bttilt  with  mud.  As  to  Litih  country  (6),  Smith  alleges,  that 
Ardrah^  which  all  the  EMropeans  the  viceroy  and  his  court  had  re- 
call 0^r<i,  hot)i  Bfi/man  {^)  znd  tired  tp  an  ifland,  which  they 
tarbot  agree  (hat  it  ftands  up-  fortified,  in  the  mid41e  of  the 

^  on  a  lower  ground,  but  more  river;  bat  this  is  falfe,  as  y^rijci 

interior  conntry ,  than  Jachen ;  a  was  never  governed  by  a  yice- 

defcription  we  are  unable  to  re-  roy,  nor  was  the  Phida/go  cvpt 

'  coneile  with  their  account  of  obliged  (q  ^h^^dQ^  th^  cs\pU 

thelandrifingbyaneafyafcent,  t»l, 
f  s  you  proceed  Irom  (he  fea* 

M^  ^^'^^  ^  3t«T       (0  9i^i  1 1?«.        (Q  Smith,  p.  9*. 
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paflengers,  who  tire  plentifully  fupplied  with  eatables,  fnch 
as  the  country  produces,  and  pito  beer  remarkably  good. 
This  town  Is  populous,  but  inferior  in  beauty  to  the  others 
tire  have  mentioned.  Next  ftands  the  metropolis,  called 
J[ffefn  by  the  natives,  and  Great  Ardrah  by  the  Europeans^ 
It  is  the  reiidence  of  the  kings  of  Ardrahy  and  a  fine  dty, 
five  or  fix  leagues  in  circuit.  Here  the  royal  family  has  two  . 
palaces^  the  one  only  inhabited,  the  other  referved  for  a  re- 
treat in  cafe  of  fire  or  other  accidents.  The  dimenilons 
which  the  negroes  give  to  this  city  are  not  improbable,  if 
we  confider  the  breadth  of  the  ftreets,  and  the  fpace  between 
every  hoijfe ;  as  a  fecurity  againft  the  efFefts  of  fire  ;  pach 
houte  being  likewife  inclofed  by  its  own  rampart,  forming  a 
court  round  it,  as  a  further  precaution  againft  this  dangerous 
clement.  D'Elbeey  who  vifited  this  city  in  1 669,,  fays,  that 
you  enter  it  by  four  gates ;  whereas  other  writers  affirm, 
that  notwithftandiiig  its  great  extent,  it  has  but  one  gate ; 
an  improbable  circumftance  that  requires  the  tefUmony  of 
the  beft  authority.  The  walls,  which  are  of  mud,  are  high 
and  thick,  firm  and  compafl  as  flone  and  lime.  The  gates 
front  each  other,  and  are  defended  by  deep  ditches  on  the 
infide.  Over  thefe  you  pafs  by  a  draw-bridge,  which  may 
either  be  raifed  up,  or  intirely  taken  away  at  pleafure.  Over 
each  gate  is  a  guard-room  for  the  accommodation  of  the  of- 
ficers and  foldiers,  entrufted  with  the  keys  of  the  city ;  and 
upon  each  fide  flands  a  file  of  mufqueteers,  with  drawn 
fwords  in  their  hands.  The  Euphrates  encompafTes  one 
half  of  the  city.  The  buildings  are  of  clay,  covered  with 
ftraw,  and  the  ftreets  kept  iq  the  utmoft  order,  free  from  ^ 
filth  and  every  inconvenience '.  ' 

Both  the  royal  palaces  are  furrounded  with  high  walls 
x>f  earth  and  clay,  that  binds  like  cement,  and  is  firm  and 
fmooth  as  plaifter.  They  confift  of  large  courts,  with  long 
wide  galleries,  fupported  by  beautiful  pillars  finely  orn*^ 
mented.  ynder  thefe  piazzas  the  natives  have  the  privilege 
erf  walking.  The  buildings  are  two  ftories  high,  .with  Jong 
narrow  flips  of  windows,  perfeftly  adapted  to  the  climate,  as 
^hey  occafion  a  great  draught  of  frefli  air.  The  floors  of  all 
the  apartments  are  covered  with  filk  carpets,  or  fine  mats,  of  a 
pretty  tafte.  In  each  was  a  finglc  armed  chair,  ^a  variety  of 
filk  and  brocade  cufhioiis,  tables,  folding  fcreens,  Japckn 
cabinets,  and  chefls  of  the  fineft  China.  Porcelain.  The 
windows  were  hung  with  curtains  of  taficty,  and  faftied  with 
f^hit?  cloth,  glazed  in  a  manner  that  admitted  the  light| 

r  yid,  Aufti  cit.  tibi  (ufr^  k  h%> 

but 
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but  excluded  the  night  air.  The  g^trdeus  were  fpacious. 
and  laid  out  in  the  moft  delicate  taite,  in  fine  long  wajks, 
ftiaded  by  odoriferoius  trees,  and  lined  on  each  fide  witj^ 
Ihrubs  and  flowers,  of  a  fAeet  fmcU  and  pleafing  colours,. 
Nothing  could  be  more  beautiful  than  the  elegant  partprres^ 
the  fanciful  grafs  plats,  joined  by  Terpentine  walks  an4 
groves,  and  rrfrefhcd  by  the  cooling  ipurmur  of  a  dimplij;jg 
broolc,  which  glided  aver  fliining  pebbles  *.  But  we  fper^I^; 
of  what  the  palace  oi  Jrdrah  has  been,  not  what  it  is  |iiice 
the  reduftion  of  the  Hingdom  ty  the  ki;ig  of  Dc^homcy. 

Besides  the  c^piuU  ^nd  ^bov-e-mendooed  towns,  Ardrah 

has  others  furrounded  by  walls.     The  native^  bo^  chiefly 

of  Jajo  and  Ba^  the  we  three  days  joj;if  ney  froai  lacherj^^  th.f 

other  half  a  league  further.     7^*0,  or  J^go^  has  two  gates  to 

the  fouth,  and  is  wafhed  by  a  river  on  die  north,  that  faljs 

into  the  Rio  de  Formofa^  or  river  of  Beniny  at  ^a^  where  th^ 

Dutch  have  a  fmall  faftory.  If  in  the  whole  kingdom  th^rc  ar^ 

any  towns  unwalled,  it  is  becaufe  their  natural  iituation  an^ 

ftrength  render  the  affiftance  of  art  unnecefTary;  and  yet 

we  fee  that  all  thefe  precautious  could   not  fecure   theq^ 

^    ag{iinft  a  warlike  nation,  led  on  by  a  brave  and  politic  prince. 

'  fim  roa^s  Between  til  the  cities  are  great  roads,  cut  extremely  commo^ 

made  he-    dious  for  travellers  and  traders,  who  h^ve  ap  eafy  irtethod  of 

tween  all  tranfportiug  their  merchandize.     There  are  alfo  d^ep  c^n^ls 

the  chief  cut  from  one  river  tp  another  j  thefe  are  cpnftantly  filled  wit|i 

iities.       canoes,  either  for  ple^fure  or  bufinefs,  which  giv^  the  qoui;- 

try  an  air  of  wealth  and  induftry.     7  he  vallies  are  pleafant, 

Produce  c/*™^  produce  wheat,  millet,  yams,  potatoes,  lemons,  oranges, 

Ardrah.    coco-niats,  and  paljn  wipe.     In  the  low  and  marfhy  grounds 

near  the  fea,  they  make  fait  by  evaporation  of  the  ftagnated 

water;  With  which  <3emmodity  they  drive  a  great  trade  to  the 

interior  couirtries  of  Alghemi  and  OyeOy  by  the  great  canal  of 

Pa^  the  finefl  in  the  Jcwgdom.    Here  may  be  feep  myriads 

«f  can«cs,  gtring  |iad  rejturniqg  either  with  fait,  gold  dufl, 

tx  the  commodities  ttf  the  countries  to  which  they  carry  their 

fait.     But  however  ^qpvenient  for  trade  afid  Induftry  the 

fine  rdads  and  omdls  pf  Ardrah  might  be,  they  were  the 

great  means  of  its  .eofiqtieft,  as  by  them  the  viftorious  Truro 

Auddti  found  it  »q  fa^  Jft^tter,  not  only  to  march  his  army 

into  the  couptry,  biJt  tg  fupply  himfelf  with  provifions,  am- 

mutytipn,  and  every  neceffary  ^ 

As  to  the  air,  it  is  in  general  unwhplefome,  and  difagrees 

with  Eurcpeans.     Out  of  five  that  are  feized  >vit!>  Any  difor- 

.  'dc^Tj  hardly  four  ^er  recover ;  but  the  fmall-pox  is  the 

•»  BAaBOT,  p»  34St  ?  BosMAN,  cpift.  20. 
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difeafe  moft  common  and  mo&  fatal.  The  itedres  who  e&ape  Small  fox 
the  ravages  of  this  crud  difcafe,  arc  robnfl;  healthy,  vigo-  epi^iemtcal 
xous  and  long-lived.    Here  the  people  prefer  the  language  of  »nd fatal  , 
Alghem  to  5i^  verpacdar  toagne,  cflecmin^  it  more  cle-  ^^  ^'■- 
gant,  fweet  and  fonorous.    No  letters  or  written  cbarafters        • 
pf  either  of  thefe  langyages  are  in  ufe,  but  the  king  and  no- 
bility fpeak,  read  and  write  the  Portuguefe  flncudy.     The  fi,^  ^^^ 
vulgar,  who  can  neither  write  nor  read,  ufe  a  finall  cord  drafian 
tied  in  knots,  to  each  of  which  ijbey  affix  ceroun  ideas,  and  method  0/ 
by  that  mean^  convey  their  fen^imeats  to  a  diftance.    It  is  correjpond* 
^  kind  of  cypher^  where  the  parties  nwift  fettle  certain  prdi-  /»r  4^  « 
jninarics,  before  they  are  able  to  oorrefpobd.   There  is,  how-  O'f^^^* 
ever,  a  great  deal  of  genius  in  Ai$  cootrivince,  and  prodi** 
jgious  memory  ncccflary  to  the  execution  of  it,  with  a  tole- 
jrable  degree  of  accuracy ;  yet  it  is  furprizing  with  what  f a- 
irility  they  ret^n  and  combine  the  ideas  firft  annexed  to  each 
^not«.  .  " 

There  is  no  great  difFereace  in  the  manners,  drefs,  or  ^^^y 
religion  of  the  JrdranSy  from  thofe  of  the  Whidans.     The  j^^n^ 
court  drefs,  like  the  PerfiaUy  confifts  of  two  filk  or  brocade 
faans  or  petticoats,  vdth  a  broad  fcarf  drawn  acrofs  the 
t)reaft  and  ihoulders,  in  the  manner  of  a  fafla.     The  king 
^ears  a  kind  of  laced  coif,  with  a  long  appendage  behind  a 
fmall  crown  of  fragrant  wood,  and  a  whip  with  a  wrought 
)iandle,  curionfly  ornamented.     The  people  .of  inferior  di- 
flin^tion  wear  five  or  fix  pdan^  one  over  another,  of  cottpn 
ploih,  the  manufafture  of  the  cpuntry.    Thofe  who  can  af  * 
ford  it,  have  them  fet  off  wkh  ornaments  of  ^old  finds, 
hanging  round  in  a  ioofe  and  jingling  manner.  Although  the 
prdinary  cufiom  of  the  country  is  to  leai^  the  upper  part  of 
the  body  naked,  yet  many  perfons  ^  dtftindion  wear  a  fiiort 
iattin  mantle  over  their  ihoulders^  by  way  of  morning  drefe. 
In  vifits^  and  upon  ceremonious  occasions,  dsis  is  laid  afide, 
and  the  natural  black  fldn  prefisrred,  as  more  beautiful  and 
becoming.   The  Marbut,  or  high  piiefi,  has  a  long  piece  of 
white  cotton  wrapped  round  him,  plaited  in  a  pretty  tafte. 
He  likewife  covers  his  thighs  and  legs  with  long  cotton 
4rawers,  and  his  feet  with  Oiffcxt  or  &ndals  of , red  leather. 
On  his  head  he  wears  a  cap,  or  European  hat,  a  large  coteau 
with  a  gilt  head  by  his  fide,  and  a  eane  in  his  hand.     The 
Marbut  aboe  (lands covered  in  this  king's  psefence :  as  foe  the 
.  ^lobility,  they  pull  off  their  c%ps  and  fli^)ers,  before  they  enter 
the  preiencB-cbamber.    Eut  the  women  carry  their  paffion 
ifjir  dre(s  and  finery  to  w  ie%&ra«agaiit  height.    You  fiiall 

f  X>fzM^%^iikiMf  t  iLp.^3^; 
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fee  them  cloatiied  Vith  loads  of  the  fineft  fattinsy  chintzes  and 
brcxades,  adorned  with  a  profufion  of  gold^  and  panting 
under  the  weight  of  their  ornaments,  that  they  may  gratify 
their  vanity.  Nor  is  this  altogether  the  fault  of  the  women, 
it  is  owing  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  falfe  tafte  of  the  men, 
who  never  think  a  woman  genteely  dreflcd,  without  fhc  be 
opprefled  with  fnperfluous  bales  of  filk  or  fattin.  One  cuftom 
both  fexes  have  in  common,  and  that  is  the  moft  fcrupulous 
regard  to  cleanlinefs,  and  keeping  their  bodies  neat  and 
fweet.  They  both  wafli  and  perfume  themfelvcs  with  civet 
and  aromatic  herbs,  every  morning  and  evening ;  nor  doei  a 
woman  ever  prefume  to  receive  the  careflcs  of  her  hufband, 
before  ftie  has  performed  this  j  uft  duty  ''. 

The  ufual  food  all  over  the  kingdom  is  pork,   beef, 
mutton,  goats  and  dogs  fleflx,  together  with  rice,  fruits, 
.roots,  pulic,  and  all  kinds  of  vegetables ;  which  they  indif- 
fhiir  mi'  criminately  call  by  the  name  of  Kade.     Their  bread  is  made 
ibodof     into  cakes  or  Kankis,  and  their  drink  compofed  of  pito  and 
iiviPg.      water  mixed.     This  fpecies  of  beer  we  have  already  ftiUy  de- 
fcribed  in  our  account  of  Whidah^  where  it  is  made  in  the 
utmoft  perfeftion.     The  beft  that  this  country  affords  is  at 
Foro  and  Offra^   whence  the  court  and  nobility  arc  fup-- 
pUed.    What  is  brewed  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  foon 
grows  four,  and  if  carried,  ferments  violently,  burfts  the 
.  caiks,  and  is  intirely  loft. 
Polyzam       The  men  have  tere  the  fame  liberty  as  at  Whidahy  of 
fmmtted  taking  as  many, women  as  they  are  able  to  maintain.     No 
at  Ar-      great  ceremony  is  obferved  in  matters  of  love ;  the  great 
drah.   '     Uberty  enjoyed  by  fingle  women,  whofe  general  carriage  is 
loofe  and  laicivioys,  affords  abundance- pf  opportunities  for 
making  and  receiving  addreiles.    Birth  and  fortune  are  felr 
dom  regarded.     The  men  of  the  low^ft  clafs  pretend  to  wo- 
men of  the  higheft  quality,  love  qualifies  alone,  fets  all 
degrees  upon  a  level,  regulates  the  conduft  of  parents  in 
unequal  inatches,  and  makes  all  the  parties  happy.     How 
different  this  cuftom  from  a  certain  unnatural  a^,  paft  in  a 
country  the  naoft  admired  for  its  laws,  and  the  firft  in  rank 
of  any  perhaps  in  the  world,  for  the  good  fenfe,  the  erti- 
dition,  and  the  manly  freedom  of  the  people !    Notwithi- 
ftanding  this  toleration,  men  feldom  look  for  wives  out  of 
their  own  clafs  :  as  they  chiefly  aflbciate  with  thofe,  fo  their 
choice  is  generally  confined  among  them.     The  king's  fa- 
vourite woman  is  honoured  with  the  title  of  queen,  and 
^lyojrs  ^e  ftrange  prerogative  of  felling  the  other  concur 
i 
w  Jrfp  C^PU}  tt  Ki.  p.  iji. 
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'  UaeSs  when  the  king  is  deficient  in  his  diiburfemoits  (H). 
Tht  jipbility  marry  vyoung  ladies  of  quality,  of  nine  or  tea 

*  Tears  of  age :  they  take  them  home  to  their  houfes,  keep 
^em  naked  in  quaUty  of  flaves,  and  defer  the  confummation 
of  then:  nuptials,  till  nature  indicates  their  maturity.  Upon  w  ^  . 
this  occafion  they  prefcnt  them  with  cloaths ;  and  now  the  cirm^es. 
feaft  is  kept,  which  confifts  in  profufe  eating,  and  riotous 
drinking  and  mirth.  Liquors  are  likewife  diftributed  to  all 
the  relations,  acquaintance,  and  neighbours  of  either  party. 
The  mode  of  courtfhip  is  extremely  concife,  the  gallant 
uling  no  other  cerenjony,  than  prefenting  the  objeft  of  his 
love  with  a  callico  paan^  and  her  relations  with  fome  pots 
of  pito.  After  this  he  declares  to  the  company,  that  he  will 
marry  the  lady,  whom  he  names ;  fhe  grants  her  confent,  and 
the  coui:t(hip  and  marriage  are  ended  all  in  one*.  Yet 
tho'  polygamy  is  permitted,  adultery  is  no  lefs  frequent  than 
in  countries  where  the  men  are  confined  to  one  woman. 
This  arifes  from  the  ftrong  defires  of  the  women ;  the  hufr 
band  generally  confining  his  favours  to  one  or  two,  the  reft 
ftre  forced  to  look  out  for  other  means  of  gratifying  their 
appetites  (I).  ^ 

Writers  obferve,  that  the  climate  of  Ardrah  is  un*  j^^^^^^^^  ^- 
favourable  to  the  propagation  of  the  fpecies,  it  feldom  hap-  tbtxtw 
pening  that  a  woman  ever  becomes  mother  of  more  than  tbors^    - 

»    *  Barbot,  ubi  fapra. 

(H)  To  procure  the  tide  of  the  remainder  of  their  lives 

queen,  fhe  muft,  as  in  Turkey y  (7}. 

be  the  mother  of  the  king's  firft-        (I)  Wkat  greatly  contributes 

born  fon.     An  infhmce  of  her  to  the  frequency  of  this  crime» 

power  over  her  rivals  occurred  are  the  lafcivious  manners  and 

when  D'Elbei  was  at  Ardrah.  wanton  air  which  the  women 

The  king  refuting  to  give  the  aiTume  before  all  men  except 

queen  certain  jewels  andtrin-  their  hufbands  5    for  in' their 

kets  fhe  demanded,  to  enable  prefence  they  are  full  of  re- 

her  to  purchafe  them,  fhe  pri-  iped,    awe,     and    fubmifiion.  ^ 

vately  conveyed  eight  of  his  When  the  hufband  receives  the 

women  on  board  an  European  vifit  of  a  Granger,    his  wives 

(hip,  and  had  a  handfome  price  are  all  ranged  on  mats  on  e^ck 

for  them.    They  were  flaropt  fide '  of  him.    Upon  a  fignal 

immediately  with  the  compa-  made,  they  begin  beating  little 

ny's  mark,   treated  with  un-  brafs  mufical  inflruments,  per- 

common  tendernefs  while  on  fe£lly  calculated  to  raife  loofe 

board,  but  carried  into  flavery  defires,   and    the    appetite  of 

to  Marthncoy  where  they  fpent  love  (8). 

(7}  Barbot,  f,  343»  (S)  JXetMarfbaiSf  v.  u.p,zt6. 
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two^or  three  cbildned.    But  this  we  ^oiild  rather  afcrtbe  ta 
their  policy,  than  to  any  default  in  the  air  and  dlmate.     The 
^39<men^Q  married  (o  yoong,  that  their  charms  vamih,  they 
\oih  the  power  of  exciting  deiire,  and  indeed  of  enjoying  nature 
before  the  age  of  maturity  in  other  countries.    Beiides,  the 
men  arc  enervated  with  the  opportunity  which  variety  afibrds 
of  indulging  their  paifions ;  and  as  they  marry  while  they 
are  boys,  they  are  debilitated  before  they  become  men.     Ooe 
Gjttraordinary  notion,  considering  the  inequality  of  births^ 
prevalU  in  this  country ;  it  is,  that  a  woman  delivered  ex 
twins  is  reputed  an  adoltrefs,  becaufe  they  cannot  conceive 
how  a  woman,  who  has  confined  her  carefles  to  one  man, 
ihould  bring  forth  two  children.     The  men,  fays  Barbotf 
after  having  robbed  the  flower  of  its  chief  beauty,  the  modeft 
blu(h,  do  not  confine  themfelves  to  their  own  women,  but 
lie  on  the  watch  to  decoy  the  wives  and  daughters  of  their 
ndgl^bours;  a  vicious  principle  in  human  nature,  that  grafps 
at  whatever  is  without  the  reach  of  poflTeffion.    This  author 
aflirms,  contrary  to  the  leftim<Myof  all  other  writers,  that  the 
Wooien  are  kept  in  the  stmoft  iubjedkui,  prohibited  the 
fight  of  men,  much  more  their  converfation,  and  fcarccly 
admitted  into  the  company  of  Europeans,  before  the  hufband 
is  fully  fatisfied  of  their  morals,  and  po(Ie(fi»l  with  high  no« 
tioos  of  their  hon<Mir  and  character.     Iswieed  if  the  mgnnen 
of  the  women  be  fuch  as  we  have  defcribed,  this  reftriftion  is 
almoft  a  natural  confequence  ^. 

The   inhabitants  of  the  fea-coaft  employ  themfelves  in 
fiifaing  and  making  Iklt,  which,  as  we  have  faid,  they  fend  to 
the  interior  countries.     Thofe  of  the  Inland  ate  all  hufband- 
fjlfg  nte-     wen,  fermers,  and  graziers.     They  cultivate  the  earth  by 
tkodoftiU  the  ftrength  of  their  arras,  and  as  tht  fcripturt  has  it,  with 
lin^  the     ^^fweat  of  their  brow  ;  for  here  are  no  ploughs  or  inftru- 
earth  at     jnents  of  husbandry  to  eafe  the  labourer  ;  aU  is  performed 
Ardrah.     -^jth  the  fpade  and  mattock,  whence  the  ground  is  more 
tlioroughly  broke,  the  grain  better  covered,  and  the  fruits 
.profXH-tioncd  to  the   fuperior  degree  of  care  and  labour. 
Where-cver  husbandry  is  wholly  purfued,  the  country  difco-* 
vers  evident  marks  of  the  &ill  and  pains  beftowed  upon  it. 
The  whole  is  divided  into  tiie  nkeft  -order.    Here  ftafids  a 
plat  of  maize,  there  a  field  of*  wheat :  on  the  one  fide  grow 
.  "peafe^  cabbages,  and  all  forts  of  culinary  greens.;   on  th^ 
other  potatoes  and  roots ;  every  feparate  article  being  divided 
by  a  double  row  of  fruit-trees,  and  the  whde  inclofed  by  tall  \ 
ftrait  trees,  either  for  ornament  or  ufe,  the  boughs  of  which 

^  Sarbot,  ubi  fop, 

aflbrd 


Digitized 


by  Google 


C.  '7:  ^i(  Hipry  of  the  Slave  Coaft;  463 

afford  A  pleaiing  and'cooiirtg  ftiade  f6  the  kboiirer,  fpftit  with 
fatigue  and  the  fcorchitig  beams  of  thfe  fun  ^ 

The  tfianner  of  burying  the  dead  in  Ardrah  differs  oaly 
la  particular  circmn'ft^nces  from  what  we  fhall  relate  iii  our 
account  of  the  GoldCoaft,     TThere  the  rdations  of  the  de* 
ceafcd  furnifh  the  witiding  (heet  and  cloaths  in  which  the 
body  Was  wi'apped  ;  here  that  expence  falls  -upoH  ihe  -govcr- 
ndf  of  the  place,  who  adds  it  to  the  king's  acc^HMit*     Bfe^ 
fides,    inftead  6i  ^  public  burying-place,   the  natives  of 
Ardrah  are  inferred  in  theif  own  h6itfe^,  where  rfiere  is  a 
vault  appropriated  fot  the  dead.     All  funeral  obfefquics  are  funeral 
performed  with  great  pomp  and  magnificence.  Be  tbc  perfon  ohfequies 
ever  fo  ftiuch  dcfpifed  in  his  life- time,  he  is  refpefted  at  his  at  Ar- 
death,  agreeable  to  ihe  Inaxirti  of  Ifce  poe^t,  ex^nSki^  amati-  drah, 
fur  idem ;   nor  does 'the  king's  intefrmeat -differ  fr^fli  that  rf 
his  fubjefl:s,  only  that  thtce  months  ^ttslr  his  death,  a  certain 
numher  of  JQaVcs  are  facrificed  \o  his  iftanfes,  and  buried  by 
his  fide. 

As  to  the  government,  it  is  monardiital  and  dcjfpotlc.  Go<vem* 
Irhe  king,  ftiled  of  Ardrah  Alghefnl,  and  fotaetitoes  of  Jachen^  ment. 
is  abfolufe,  and  appl-oached  with  proftration,  and  the  moft 
humble  marks  of  fubffliffion.  His  'court  is  numerous  and 
fplendid.  The  chief  priefl  is  fecond  in  dignity,  and  prime 
foinifter  in  fpifituals  and  temporals.  Pbtdalgo's  are  ap- 
pointed governors  of  every  town,  dependent  on  the  king, 
^vho,  though  to  little  purpofe,  generally  raife  by  feijfures,  con- 
fifcations  and  extortion,  immenfe  dilates,  which  often  excite 
the  avarice  of  the  king,  and  occafion  their  death  or  banilh- 
ment.  Nbthing  can  be  more  pompous  than  the  king's  pub- 
lic appearance.  He  is  preceded  by  the  mafter  of  horfe,  besw- 
ing  the  iword  of  flate,  and  fupported  on  foot  by  two  chidF 
officers,  the  general  of  horfe  on  the  right  hand,  and  the  cap- 
tain of  commerce  on  the  left,  with  dowh-caft  eyes,  and 
*bended  knees ;  the  whole  followed  by  a  numerous  tVain, 
fii'ft  of  nobility,  and  next  of  gentry,  dreffed  in  robes  pro- 
per for  the  occafion.  The  prince  royal  and  high-prieft  en- 
joy the  exclufive  privilege  of  talking  to  the  king  ftanding 
face  to  face ;  the  other  fubjefts  of  all  degrees  proftrate  them- 
felves,  kifs  the  ground,  and  are  permitted  only  to  raife  their 
heads  to  receive  an  anfwer.'  Every  officer  of  the  houfhold 
is  called  captain  ;  the  high  fteward  of  the  houQiold,  captain 
of  the  table  ;  the  purveyor,  captain  of  the  viftuals ;  and  the 
cup-bearer,  captain  of  the  wine  *• 

«  Des  March,  t.  ii.  p,  156.         *  BqsmatTi  cpifl.  26.  ctiatti 
Barbot,  328. 
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Order  0/       The  crown  of  Ardroh  is  hereditary,  devolving  by  birth- 
/ucceffi^n.  right  to  the  eldefl  fon»  who  alone  inherits  the  eflefis  of  the 
deceafed  king.    To  prevent  contefts  and  rebellion,  as  well 
as  to  maintain  an  abfolute  and  fervile  dependence  on  the 
crown,  no  provifion  is  made  for  the  younger  children.  They 
ferve  in  the  army,  and  are  raifed  by  their  merit,  but  never 
to  the  chief  command.     Others  apply  to  trade,  and  acquire^ 
plentiful  fortunes ;  for  their  affinity  to  the  king,  even  though 
they  are  not  countenanced,  by  him,  procures  them  number* 
lefs  advantages  in  the  courfe  of  bufinefs.    Foreigners  pay 
them  extraordinary  ,refpe6t,  and  in  compliment  to  the  mo- 
narch, make  them  prelents,  and  indulge  them  with  the  firit 
ofFer  of  their  goods.     The  other  fubjefts  treat  them  with 
great  deference,   and  allow  them  advantages  in  bargains, 
which  they  deny  to  each  other,  either  from  the  motives  b£ 
compaflion  on  feeing  them  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  trade, 
or  from  a  natural  refpeft  for  the  blood  royal,  of  which  they 
are  unable  to  divell  themfelves. 
Itevenues,      THE  crown  revenues  arife  from  heavy  capitations   on 
the  natives  and  foreigners,  flaves  from  tributary  countries, 
the  fale  of  flaves  of  aU  forts,  duties  upon  fordgn  trade,  taxes 
upon  markets  and  the  neceflaries  of  life,  and  laflly  from  the 
confifcation  of  the  eftates  of  governors,  who  have  either  re- 
belled or  incurred  the  difpleafureof  the  court,  and  the  feizurc 
of  all  eftates  got  in  the  government's  fervice,  upon  the  death 
of  the  proprietor.     In  this  cafe  the  children  inherit  nothing, 
and  the  unhappy  wives,  who  have  lived  in  the  utmoft  pomp 
and  luxury,  are  fent  to  work  and  drudge  in  the  falt-pits ; 
nay,  fome  political  cafes  occur,  where  the  deceafed  king's 
children  are  made  the  flaves  of  his  fucceflbr,  perhaps  of 
their  own  brother. 

Whoever  difobeys  the  king's  command  is  beheaded^  his 
wives  and  children  becoming  the  flaves  of  the  crown.     In- 
folvent  debtors  are  fold  at  the  pleafu^e  of  the  creditor ;  and 
yet  notwithftanding  the  rigour  of  the  law,    no  country 
abounds  more  with  bankrupts.    The  cafe  is  the  fame  with 
adultery.     A  violation  of  the  marriage  bed  is  baniflied  with 
fervitude  :  a  married  woman  who  proftitutcs  her  perfon   to 
a  flave,  becomes  the  flave  of  her  gallant's  matter,  if  he  be 
fuperior  in  quality  to  her  own*  matter  or  hufband  :  on  the 
the  contrary,  if  the  huft)and  be  of  higher  rank,  the  adulterer  , 
becomes  his  flave,  and  yet  is  the  crime  frequent. 
Ij  ^   y        Seeing  the  king  eat  or  drink,  or  even  the  diflies  carried 
p/thejii7p  ^^  ^^  ^^^  table,  is  puniftied  with  death,  and  the  criminal's 
'^"^'  whole  family  partake  of  the  punifliment,  by  their  being  en- 
rolled flaves  for  life.     When  the  king  drinlcs,   an  officer 
S  makes 
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makes  a  fignal  with  two  iron  rods,  for  all  to.proflratc  theai,- 
felves.     Des  Marchais  relates  a  melancholy  inftance  of  the 
confequence  of  difobeying  this  fignal,  though  the  trefpafs 
■was  merely  accidental.      A  favourite  child  having  fallen  A  cruel tn^ 
afleep  by  the  king's  fide,  awoke-at  the  noife  of  the  rods,  and /ance  of 
was  unfortunate  enough  to  cafl  his  eyes  on  his  majefty,  while  ^^"» 
*Tl€  was  drinking.     The  high-prieft  ordered  the  infant  to  be 
killed  on  the  fpot;  nor  did  the  king  offer  to  intercede  for 
him.     On  the  contrary,  the  prieft  iprinkled  his  cloaths  and 
body  with  the  blood  of  the  little  innocent :  an  inhuman  ce- 
remony they  imagined  neceflary  to  expiate  a  crime  of  fo 
*  black  a  complexion,  and  prevent  direful  confequences  ^. 

In  evjery  town  the  wives  of  freemen  are  fent  by  turns  to 
certain  fchools,  where  female  accomplifhments  are  taught. 
Here  they  learn,  the  exercifes  for  five  or  fix  months,  in  a  houfe 
belonging  to  the  high-pnieft.     Old  women  inftruft  them  in  ^jj^^ation 
dancing  and  finging,  the  voice  being  accompanied  by  ^^oftheivf 
jingling  of  bits  of  iron  and  copper,  fufpended  to  their  legs  ^^;,, 
and  arnis,  with  which  they  beat  meafure.     They  are  forced 
to  dance  and  fing  with  fuch  violence,  and  for  fo  long  a 
time,  that  their  fpirits  being  fatigued,  fpent  and  exh^ulled, 
they  drop  down  with  faintnefs.     Parties  fucceed  each  other 
day  and  night  in  this  frantic  and  extravagant  employment ; 
nor  c^  a  woman  come  better  recommended  to  her  huf- 
band,  than  by  holding  out  longer  than  any  other  in  the 
company*^. 

Europeans  arc  permitted  to  travel  only  by  night ;  and 
through  by-roads,  to  prevent  their  making  remarks  on  the 
'  .  country ;  there  have  been  many  inftances,  however,  wherein 
they  have  been  exempted  from  this  general  refl:riftion.  They 
are  treated  with  great  civilhy  by  the  natives,  and  the  king  en*- 
tertains  at  his  own  e;cpcnce  all  merchants,  who  come  to  ^iffem 
upon  bufinefs.     Apartments  are  appointed  them  in  the  pa- 
lace, and  their  diftinft  quarters  to  each  hation.     At  an  aii-  Ci'uilities 
dience  the  king  diftinguifties  them  with  particular  marks  <Jtfienun  th^ 
regard  and  friendftup,  by  taking  and  preffing  their  hands  in  Euro- 
his  own,  touching  their  forefingers  three  times,  placing  them  by  peans. 
his  fideonmatsfpread'on  the  floor,  and  difpatchitig their  afFaiVs 
with  expcditiqn ;  nor  is  the  refpeft  and  amity  fliewn  them  by 
'  the  prince  royal  and  high-prieft  inferior  ;  the  fame  motives  ;^ 

of  policy  and  hofpitality  aftuate  each.     Tht  Dutch  drivf         - , 
a  confiderablc  trade  with  Ardrah  ;  that  of  the  Englijb,  with-     .    .   ^^ 
jout  being  fo  extenfive,  is  extremely  profitable.    This  coih- 
merce  confifting  of  provifions,  flaves,  cotton,  cloths,  and^  a 

*^  D«s  March,  ubi  jfup.    *  Ibid,  etiam  Li  Croix,  t.  iii.p.  1 50; 
MoD.HwT.YoL.  XVI.  Hk  Uua 
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blue  rtone,  called  acori  or  aigris,  is  fettled  with  the  king  or 
Trefents  high-prieft.  Captains  of  European  fhips,  who  are  condu6led 
^uUe  to  and  introduced  to  court  by  the  Phidalgo  or  governor  of 
the  royal  Praya^  prefent  the  king  with  coral,  Cyprus  cloths,  morees, 
family  hy  ^nd  damaflc,  for  cuftoms  and  liberty  of  trading.  The  queen, 
Europe,  ^j^g  prince,  and  the  high-prieft  are  likewife  prefcnted  wit^ 
*^'  ^oral,  damalk  napkins,  and  armoifin.    Beads,  or  brafs  rings 

and  bujiiSy  are  given  ro  xhtfoetlo,  or  captain  of  white  men, , 
to  the  court  dancers  and  porters..  Licence  is  proclaimed  at  a 
village  four  miles  to  the  fouth  fouth-weft  of  Praya,  called  by 
the  Dutch  Stock  Vis  Dorp^  upon  the  captain *s  return  from 
,^Jfn'n ;  and  warehoufes  are  appointed  for  lodging  and  felling 
the  goods.  Forty  brafs  rings,  twenty  hens,  one  goat,  and 
a  piece  of  kanchin,  or  a  little  armoifin,  are  paid  to  the  crier. 
The  honga,  or  captain  of  the  bar,  whofe  duty  it  is  to  attend 
'••  the  beach,  and  direft  the  landing  of %aU  goods,  is  paid  for 

*  '  ^    twelve  trips  of  a  canoe  to  and  from  the  fliip  to  the  beach,  to 

the  value  of  a  flave  in  efFefts.     When  the  fale  is  ended,  the 
.king  receives  in^acknowlegement  of  his  favour  a  fecond  pre- 
fent, confifting  of  two  mufquets,  twenty-five  pounds  of  pow- 
.'der,  and  merchandize  to  the  amount  of  nine  flaves.     The 
foellOf  hongay  and  inferior  officers  are  alfo  prefented  a  fecond 
Cuftoms      time  with  armoifin,  i;c.     The  cuftoms  and  duties  paid  by 
paid  by  the,  ^Ai  ftiip,  great  or  fmall,  amount  in  the  whole  to  70  or  80 
Europe^    flaves.  The  king  has  the  firft  choice  of  goods,  whether  iii  the 
ans,         .  payment  of  duties,  or  in  exchange  for  flaves ;   the  hereditary 
.  prince  the  fecond,  the  merchant  prince  the  third,  the  Marbut 
the  fourth,  and  afterwards  the  great  officers  of  the  court. 
.'  "With  refpeft  to  the  people,  the  general  .price  of  goods  is  re- 
gulated by  a  tariff;  when  differences  arife,  they  are  termi- 
.  ijated  by  the  king's  decifion.    The  flaves  that  are  annually 
.  exported  to  the  number  of  3000  are  prifoners  made  in  war, 
contributions  levied  upon  tributary  princes,  criminals  whofc 
punifhments  are  changed  into  flavery,  flaves  born,  or  the 
children  of  flaves,  infolvent  debtors  fold  for  the  benefit  of 
the  creditor,  or  the  wives  and  relations  to  a  certain  degree 
*"  '     'of  all  who  difobey  the  king,  or  iftcur  tjie  lafti  of  the  royal 
.  difpleafure  **.' 

Goods  proper  for  importation  are  large  white  beads. 


^cods  pre* 
fir  for  J 

*.  copper  and  brafs  bafons  of  all  kinds,  coloured  taffeties,  ffriped 

^  '        ^  pinked,  filks,  fine  coloured  handkerchiefs,  long  white  horfc- 

""  tails,  lookiug-glaflTes,  large  umbrella's,  brandy;  china,  Indian 


^iml  ^^^Sl^  S^^^^  or.cryftal  ear-rings,  gilt  hangers,  iron  bars,  failors  | 
ioti^  knives,  copper,  bells,  of  cylindric  and  conic  forms,    guns,   I 


^  Bar  EOT,  ubilopu. 
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SilkSy  gold  and  filver  in  duft,.  with  Englijb  and  Dutch  crowns. 
By  the  laft  great  profits  are  gained  ;  ten  crowns  being  'the 
highejft  price  for  a  flave :  bi^t  bujiis  or  cowries,  which  are  the 
currency  of  the  country,  are  the  bell  commoditieSi  Europeans ^ 
in  all  bargains  for  flaves,  pay  half  bvjiis ;  or,  if  they  run 
fcarce,  one- third  in  bujiis  and  the  remainder  in  goods.  There 
^e  public  markets  all  over  the  country  for  fait.  One  is 
.cftabliihed  at  Ba,  another  is  held  round  a  lofty  tree  with 

.  fpreading  boughs,  about  fix  leagues  diftant ;  others  in  other 
places,  at  each  of  which  three  or  four  thoufand  African  mer- 
chants attend  With  goods  from  all  parts.     The  manner  qf 

-.teckoiiing  the  bujiis  is  the  fame  here  as  at  Whidah^, 

With  regard  to  the  martial  abilities  of  xlcatArdraftanSy  au-  Military 
.khors  diiFer  extrerriely.     Some  charge  them  with  the  moApo^^fof 
effeminate  cowardice,   while  others  charaAerife  them  as  a  Ardrah. 
hardy  bold  people.     Perhaps  both  accounts  may  be  recon- 
ciled by  comparing  the  different  circumftances  at  the  times 
..when  thofe  authors  wrote.    If  we  form  our  judgment  upon 
the  event  of  the  war  with  the  king  of  Dahomay^  we  may  be 
ted  to  attribute  their  misfortunes  to  their  pufillanimity  :   if, 
l3^Q  the  contrary,  we  judge  from  the  extent  of  the  kingdom 

*  and  the  number  of  ftates  tributary  to  Ardrah,  it  may  reafon- 
ably  be  inferred,  that  once  the  people'had  been  martial, 

■_  however  they  might  have  degenerated.     All  authors  indeed 

•  agree,  that  they  fought  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  without 
order,  or  any  plan  of  operations,  and  with  great  cruelty  :  no 
great  piroof  either  of  courage  or  conduft.    Barbot  and  Bofman   . 
affirm,  that  the  king  of  Ardrah,  with  his  dependent  coun- 
tries, has  twenty  times  the  ilrength  of  Whidah-,  yet  did  he 

.  never  gain  any  advantages  over  that  little  nation,  or  even 

.  venture  to  declare  war,  though  the  kings  lived  in  a  ftate 
of  perpetual  hottilities.  This  indeed  may  be  true,  and  yet 
DO  refleftion  upon  the  courage  of  the  Ardrajians^  It  was  an 
tafy  matter  for  a  populous  compaft  kingdom,  like  Whidah^ 
to  defend  itfelf  againft  the  attempts  of  an  enemy  more  power- 
ful, and  as  brave  as  itfelf.  The  extenfive  frontiers  of  Ar* 
(drah  expofed  her  to  the  continual  incurfionS  of  all  the  neigh- 

'  bouring  flatcs  :*  the  number  of  tributary  provinces,  that 
hatched  an  opportunity  of  throwing  off  the  yoke,  rendered  it 
dangerous  for  her  to  enter  a-frefh  into  war ;  and  perhaps  a  i 

.  peaceable  reign  might  have  contributed  to  confirm  the  poli- 
tical maxims  of  the  government.  But  not  to  reafon,  we 
ihall  proceed  to  fafts.     An  army  of  40J000  horfe  and  foot  is 

.  eafUy  raifed  by  th^  king  5  none  being  exeijipted  from  taking 

.    *  BoiM.  Epift.  ±Q. 
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the  field  befides  old  men  and  children.    On  the  tnaritime 
'  coafts,  muiquecs  and  fwords  are  the  foldiers  weapons ;  in 

the  interior  country  they  ufe  bows  and  arrows,   hangers, 
javelins,  and  wooden  clubs.    In  all  expeditions  they  carry 
a  pole»  bent  in  tbrm  of  an  S,  with  filk  ^ags  and  colours  at 
•   the  extremity.     Their  drums  are  long,   and  ftiarp-pointed 
at  the  lower  end.     Bells  make  a  part  of  their  military 
mufic;  and  while  they  ring,  the  foldiers  throw  their  bodies 
into  a  variety   of  antic   poftures  and  contortions.      The 
horfe  make  ufe  of  trumpets,  of  a  fmall  fize  and  fhrJII  ani- 
mating tone.     Thefe  inflruments  are  alfo  the  muHc  at  feflt- 
vals  and  public  rejoicings  for  viftory,  which  they  keep  with 
great  folemnity,  and  as  a  thing  not  very  common  among 
diem.    But,  befides  mufical  inftruments,  the  army  is  attend- 
jBd  by  bards  or  ftory-tellers,  to  roufe  and  animate  the  men, 
by  tne  relation  of  valorous  actions,  and  amufe  and  divert 
them,  by  buffoonery  and  fcenes  of  comic  humour  ^ 
tUliffon.       Voyagers  take  notice  of  confiderable  differences  betweea 
the  religions  of  Ardrah  and  Whidah.    Although  the  natives 
of  Ardrah  are  perhaps  the  Icafl  addifted  to  fuperftition  of 
any  people  upon  the  coaft,  yet  the  number  of  their  priefls 
IS  infinite ;  and  perfons  of  the  higheft  diflinftion  deem  it  an 
honour  to  treat  them  in  their  houfes.    Moft  of  the  nobility 
keep  Feticheers,  or  chaplains,  under  the  direftion  of  the  high- 
prieft ;  who  appoints  an  idol  for  the  worftiip  of  every  family. 
Some  have  an  allcgator,  fome  have  a  bird  like  a  crow,  and 
mountains,  trees,  and  flones  have  their  votaries.     Notwith^ 
ftanding  they  are  thus  plunged  into  the  grofleft  idolatry, 
and  void  of  all  notions  of  a  future  ftate,  yet  have  they  fomc 
confufed  ideas  of  a  Sfupreme  Being,  who  direfts  t!he  time 
and  occafions  of  their  births  and  .deaths.    They  believe  like- 
wife  in  his  power  over  their  good  or  evil  fortune.     They 
are  alarmed  at  the  fmalleft  accident,  and  ihrink   at   the 
thoughts  of  death.   Their  Feticheers  ace  refpefted  in  general ; 
but  the  Marbutj  or  chief  pricfl,  is  held  in  the  higheft  eftcem 
and  veneration  :   he  is  believed  able  to  foretell  future  events, 
by  converling  with  an  image,  of  the  fize  9f  a  young  child, 
which  he  keeps  in  the  'audience-chamber.    Th^s  image  is 
.  painted  white,  according  to  their  notion  of  the  devil,  and 
.  reveals  the  arrival  of  European  fhips  fix  months  before.    Fa- 
milies aflemblc  ;every  fix  months,  to  interrogate  thiSs  Fetiche 
concerning  their  future  fortune,  and  to  perform  facfifices  to 
him.     The  Feticheers  return  anfwers  in  a  low  voice,  which 
$Ji«y  arc  firmly  perfnaded  iiTue  from  the  hnage :  fiich  is  the 

^  Barbct,  ubi  fupra.    ^osm.  ibid. 
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craft  of  priefthood  in  all  ages  and  countries  of  the  world, 
as  if  their  authority  depended  upon  fraud  and  impofture.  * 
After  the  oracles  are  delivered,  the  idol  is  covered  with  an 
earthen  veflel,  pierced  in  feveral  places.  ThtFeticheers^wYiote 
perquifites  are  a  butt  of  beer  and  a  iack  of  flour,  and  tlie' 
company,  fprinkle  the  veflel  with  beer  and  meal  mixed  into 
a. thin  dough;  after  which  a  bumper  is  filled  round  in  ho- 
nour of  the  Fetiche f  and  the  company  withdraws,  when  the 
riquor  prefen^  is  ended.    No  bufincfs  is  tranfaiJled  upon  cer- 
tain (i^ys  facred  to  the  Fetiche  of  the  fa^iily ;  aod  thisi  rul^ 
even  tifie  king  inviolably  q^ferves;  yet  In  mo^  points  the, 
'4rdraft0n$  rel^x  from  the  rigid  aufterity  enjoined  bj  their, 
prieftsi  '  They  difl^'elieve  inutile  refurreftion  of  the  dc^d; 
except  wtere  ^c  perfon  has  faileti  in  battle,  and  fighting 
for  bis  country.     In  this  cafe  they  fuppofe  the  order  of 
nature  may  be  inverted,  \n  honour  of  thofe  heroes;  and  that 
they  fliall  rife  again  in  two  days,  with  new  features  and  linea* 
ihenis.'  ' This  tKey  believe  to  be  the  reafon  why  they  are  riot, 
recognized  by  their  old  ac<juaintance.  ^ht  Feticheers  here,  as^ 
at  JVhidah,  are  the  only  phyficjans  the  couq,try  affbrdj.    They' 
make  decoftions  of  certain  healing  herbs,'  and  facrificc  ani- 
mals, for  the  recovery  of  the  fi^k,  in  their  r^fp^qjive  dwell-' 
ings'J '  The"  F^/fcA^  is  rubbed  y^it^  the  blood,  gjid  the  flefh  is 
eaten,  or  burhf.    -jw^i^raw  relates  an 'e2j;traora^^^ 
of  their  refpeft  for  tiie  prieftHood,  thqf^.  doftprs  of  foul  andl 
body.     It  is' an  inviolabte  law,  he  qbf^rves,"'  that  in  whatever 
houfe  near  the  palace  a  fire  ftiotild  chance  to  bfeak  out,  thc^ 
maftef  of  thaf  houfe,*  with  all  hi/f^niily,  fuffer  death.     No-' 
thing  can  be  more  ugjuft  and, cruel  than  this  law  :  but  it  is" 
attended  with  happy^confequences*;  fewer  accidents  from  fire       * 
occurring  in  Ardrah  than  in  any  other  kingdom,  as  the  law' 
is  executed  with,  unrelenting*' rigopf  "on  all  degrees  of  men. 
Yet  when  the  rdyaF  palace  ^Jdchen;w2ith^Yiit  down,  tho* 
it  was  well  known  that  tfee  fire  began  in  a  prieft/s  houfe,  and ' 
ftrongly  fufpefled  that  he  had  done  it  with  d^fign,  the  aflfair 
was  huflied  up,  and  no  enquiry  ii|ade  ^J*  * ' '  ^' 

As  authors  have  not  minutely  deicribe^.  thf  manners,  laws,- 
and  government  of  this  kingdom, ^the  reader  miift  content! 
hlmfelf  with  fuch  detached  pieces  of  hiftory  as'they  aiFord/ 
While  Barbot  xtMtdi  zi  Ardrah^  "there  'arrived  ]]^in'  that  city 
the  ambafladofs  of  a  mighty  inland  prince.  *  T^eir  inftruc- 
V^ons  were,  to'  reprefent  to  the  king  the  grievances  of  his 
fubjefts,  who  had  complained  to  the  king  their  mafl^r  of  the ' 
{efpotifm  of  his  government.  .  They  were  ordered  to  dc- ' 

V  '  ■ '        ^••'-  ■  "  ^-  ■^^^' 
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clare  to  his  majefty,  that,  if  he  did"  not  loofen  the  reins,  and 
govern  ^with  moderation  and  equity,  the  king  their  mafter 
would  think  himfelf  obliged,  in  defence  of  humanity,  tp. 
march  his  army  into  the  country,  for  the  proteftion  of  thofe. 
who  fought  his  aiTiftance.  This  menace  the  monarch  ojf 
jirdrah  received  with  anger ;  and,  to  (hew  his  contempt. 
Wan  of-  ordered  the  ambafTadors  to  be  punilhed.  After  this  infult, 
Ardrah.  the  inland  prince  marched  an  army  of  a  million  of  men,  fay?^ 
our  author,  into  Jrdrah ;  who,  carrying  terror  and  defola- 
tjon  every-where,  laid  almoft  the  whole  kingdom  wafte: 
after  which  the  general  withdrew  his  troops.  An  extraor- 
dinary method  of  relieving  the  diftrefs  of  his  fupplicants  \ 
The  king  his  mafter  was  highly  difpleafed  at  his  retiring  fq 
icon,  and  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  death,  becaufe.he  had 
not  brought  him  the  head  of  the  king  of  Ardrah  :  "  fbi* 
"  which,"  fays  he,  **  I  fent  you,  and  not  to  ruin  his  inno- 
**'  cent^fubjefts.*'  Such  was  the  terror  ftruck  by  this  nation, 
that  the  Ardrajians  cannot  hear  their  name  mentioned  with- 
out horror.  The  negroes  relate  a  thoufand  terrible  ftories 
'  of  them  J  among  others,  a  cuftom  they  have  of  depriving 

their  prifoners  of  their  privy  members,  and  adorning  them- 
felves  with  thofe  indecent  fpoils.     Barbqt  concludes  with 
giving  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  prince  here  meant  mufl 
have  been  the  prince  of  Tos^  or  Oyeos^  .  His  reafon  is,  that 
the  fea,  which  they  are  forbid  by  their  priefts  from  approach- 
ing, is  the  national  Fetiche:  a  reafon  that  rather. proves  this 
conqueror  to  be  the  king  of  Dahomay^  unlefs  both  kingdoms, 
agree  in  this  objeft  of  their  worlhip  **. 
Rental  of      ^^  ^^^  conclude  our  account  of  Ardrah  with  the  fol- 
«  French  lowing  voyage  and  ambafly,  extrafted  for  the  entertainment 
voyage^      of  the  reader  from. the  fecond  volume  of  Des Marchais's  voy^ 
from  \^t&  age  to  Guiney,     The  French  Wejl  India  company,  eftablifhed 
Mar-        in  1664,  being  in- great  want  of  flaves,  equipped  the  fhips 
chais.        Jujiice  apd  Concord  to  make  a  flave-trading  voyage  to  Cuiney. 
The  S'ltur  D'EIhe  was  appointed. commodore,  theSieur  De^ 
hourg  commander  of  an  intended  fort,  and  one  Carlof^  who 
had  long  refided  at  Ardrah  in  the  Dutch  fcrvice,    chie^ 
faftor.     The  ftiips  departed  ixom  JIavre  de  Grace ^  on  the 
-I ft. of  November y  A.  i66g,  and  anchored  January  the  4th, 
1676,   in  the  road  of  Ardrah.    Cdrlof  kt  out  for  Offra^ 
from  whence  he  fent  an  exprefs  to  acquaint  the  king  pf  their 
arrival,  and  another  to  the  commodore,  .to  inform  him  of 
thfe  endeavours  the  Dutch  were  ufing  to  fruftrate  the  expeV 
dition*     In  ten  days  after,  his  majefty  difpatched  the  deputy 

*  PfcEvosT,  t.ir,  p.^i?7,  &feq. 
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captain  from  j^Jem^  with  aflbrance  of  his  joy,  and  intention  ^  . 
to  grant  the  French  equal,  if  not  fupcrior,.  privileges  to  any 
other -nation.  Two  days  after,  the  prince  royal  and  captain 
pf  commerce  arrived,  to  conduft  the  French  to  court,  and 
pame  even  to  the  fea  fide.  The  commodore  D'Elhee  falutcd 
them  with  four  difcharges  of  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
then  landing,  waitod,  by  order,  the  prince's  arrival..  Dif- 
ferent cqmpanips  of  blacks  approached,  with  drums  beating 
jihd  polours  flying,  exhibiting  various  feats  of  aftivity  aad 
jidroitnefs,  as  they  faluted  D^Elbee  in  paffing.  They  wcrefoj- 
Iqwpd  by  the  great  officers  of  the  houChold,-  at  the  head  of 
the  guard?,  with  (houldered  miifquets  apd  gilt-headed  iabres 
by  their  fides.  The  matter  of  horfe  walked  on  foot,  richly 
dreffed,  covered,  and  bearing  on  his  (houlder  the  fword  of 
ftate,  'His  royal  highnefs  advanced  flowly,  under  a  large 
umbrella,  fupportc4  by  two  officers  of  ilatcj'  the  general  of 
horfe  on  the  rlght,^  and  the  captain  of  commerce  oh  the  left 
hand.  '  Several  grandees  followed,  and  the  proeeffion  was 
clofed  by  above  10,000  blacks,  juft  in  the  manner  in  which 
we  have  defcribed  the  ij^ing's  public  appearance.  His  high- 
^nefs  having  ffopped  within  ten  paces  of  the  commodore^ 
D'.EIbee  advanced^  as  dir^fted,  arid  faluted  K\m  with  a  pro- 
found reverence.  The  prince  ftretched  out  his  hai\d,  iax»d. 
received  the  commodore's,  which  he  gently  fqn^czed,  look-' 
ing  at  the  fame  time  earneftly  into  his  Tace,  as'  if  Vf  would 
penetrate  into  the  fentiments  he  entertained  ^f  him.  D-Elb^e 
then  addreiTed  him  in  Portuguefe ;  but  the  priitee,  though 
he  fpoke  the  language  well,  chof^j  oijf^c^  P<?nip  to  anfwer  byt 
his  interpreter.  "He  aflured  th^  cqmmodore,  that  all  his 
intereft  with  the  king  (hauld  be  exerted  in  his  favour  :.  then, 
walking  hand  in  haridi  with  h'Etbee  to  the  fhore^  he  ojta-^ 
mined  the  long-bpat  with  great  attention,  took  the  enfiga 
in  his  hand,  and  ordered  it  to  be  placed  on  the.  top  of  the 
tent  erefted'fpr  the  icommodore's  receptipn.  ,Round  this  an 
hundred  mufqueteets  were  drawn  up,  ^yhofe  piecesj  pouches^ 
and  fabres  were  in  good  order-     '     * 

The  prince  was  about  thirty,  of  a  large  l)atur€>  lufty, 
b.ut  not  fat  or  unwieldy."  His  face  Was  handfome," his  eyes, 
fine,  his  teeth  regular  and -white,  his  cmfntenance  fmiling/ 
and  the  whole  of  his  manner  agreeably.  On  his  hea4:-hcr.  ' 
wore  an  Et&opean  hat,  with  red  and  white  feathers :  his* 
drefs  was  a  fattin  paan^  a  robe  of  tafFety^  that  flowed  loofe  • 
and  long  behind,  a  broad  tafFety  fcaj{;f,  in  the  manna-  of  a 
belt,  red  morocco  flippers  on  his  feet,-  aB4  the  upper  part  o£ 
his  body  naked  from  the  girdle.  Dinnei:  was  provided  in 
the  tepr.  by  the  prince's  order,  who  honoured  the  COmnw^'- 
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I  '  dore  with  a  feat  on  his  right  hand,  the  Sieurs  Duiourg^  Car- 

hft  and  the  Engltfh  faftors  on  the  left.    Beef,  wild  boar, 

*  goats  flefli,  pullets,  and  other  fowls  were  ferved  up,  boiled 
and  roafted,  with  ragouts  made  of  palmdil.  Kowries,  or 
half  calabaffes,  refembling  the  fmall  tortoifc-fhcll,  were  the 
diihes  and  plates.  The  prince  was  ferved  on  the  knee,  and 
'fanned  all  the  while  by  officers  with  fcented  fans :  he  f«i 
'With  his  own  hands  three  favourites  who  fteod  behind  him, 

and  performed  the  honours  of  the  tabk  with  great  polite- 

•  nefs.  An  air  of  grandeur  and  dignity  tempered  with  fweet- 
nefs,  gained  the  affcftion  and  refpeft  of  the  company.  Wa- 
ter for  waftiing  was  ferved  in  crylfed  cups,  with  napkins 
neatly  folded,  after  the  laft  courfe ;  wheA  palm  wine,  fack, 
port,  and  claret  were  fent  upon  table,  in  the  faihion  and 
with  all  the  politeneis  of  the  moft  refined  luxury  of  Europe. 
His  highnei«,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  hiftory 
of  Europe^  kept  up  the  converfation  with  fpirlt,  pre- 
ferving  much  gravity,  yet  difcoverihg  great  vivacily  in  his 
remarks,  and  good  fenfe,  penetration,  and.  delicacy  of  tafte 
and  genius  in  his  queltions.  The  commodore,  having  dUlrt- 
buted  among  the  people  a  great  quantity  of  bujHsy  was  re- 
cdved  on  his  coming  out  of  the  tent  with  loud  acclamations. 
After  this,  trade  was  opened,  and  full  liberty  granted  to  all 
the  fubjefts  of  Ardrah  to  traffick  with  the  French.     The 

•  prince  accompanied  the  commodore  to  his  boat,  which  the 
blacks  carried  upon  their  (houlders  beyond  the  high  furfs  ; 

'  and  at  his  departure .  he  promifed  his  prote^ioti  to  the 
French  nation.  On  going  on  board,  the  commodore  took 
leave  of  his  higfanefs  by  feveral  broad*fides  from  the  (hips, 
and  cheers  from  the  crews. 

The  SituTS  Debourg  and  Cir/<j^ attended  his  highnefs,  by 
invitation,  to  Jfenty  where,  by  the  king's  order,  they  were 
lodged  in  the  palace,  ia  a  department  appropriated  to  the 
French  nation.  Debourg  was  introduced  to  his  majefly,  in 
quality  of  ambaflador,  by  the  prince,  high-prieft,  and  the 
,  captains  of  horfe  and  commerce.  The  king  placed  him  on 
a  cotton  couch  near  his  atmed  chair,  and  returned  the  moft 
^  obliging  anfwers  to  his  fpeech  by  the  interpreters  Matteo 
and  Francifco.  Debourg  prefented  his  majefty  with  a  coach,* 
and  other  prefents,  from  the  company ;  deiiring  leave  to 
creft  a  faftory  zs^Offray  and  engaging,  that  four  (hips  fhould' 

-  be  fent  yearly  to  keep  up  a  briflc  trade  with  his  dominions. 

'To  this  his  majefty  anfwered,  that  he  neither  wanted  mer- 
chandise or  (hips :  that  the  Dutch,  who  had  propofed  an 
alliance,  and  made  confiderable  offers  to  obtain  an  exclufiye 

;i-i^t  of  commerje,.: fecit  more  jfhlps  than  he  could  load.    He 
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taxed  th^s  EngUJb  and  French  with  negleftiiig  the  trade  oF 
,  Ardrah^  by  forfeiting  their  former  engagements :   **  yet,** 
continued  he,  "  the  great  things  I  have  heard  of  your  king, 
**  and  the  regard  his  minifters  pay  to  commerce,  has  raifed 
t*  a  defire  in  me  of  fecuring  the  eftcem  of  fo  great  a  prince, 
*•'  by  treating  his  fubjefts  kindly.  To  encourage  therefore  and 
.  t'  proteft  their  trade,  I  have  given  orders  to  my  captain  of  com- 
**  merce  to  creft  a  faftory."    Upon  this  declaration  boxes  of 
the  richeft  go6ds  were  immediately  prefcnted  for  the  king's 
choice,  and  the  prices  left  to  his  majefty.    The  compliment 
had  the  intended  effeft,  and  raifed  his  admiration  of  the  po- 
lite generofity  of  the  French  nation.     Carlof^  -who  becaote 
manager  hy  Debpurg^s  illnefs,  fent  prefents  to  the  <jueen 
inother  and  queen ;   and,  railing  the  price  of  flaves  from 
twelve  to  eighteen  bars,  traded  for  three  hundred  flaves  with 
the  prince,  ^ief'prieft,  and  great  captains.     Befidcs  thefe 
the  deputy  captain  brought  feventy-five  more,  for  the  goods 
taken  by  the  king,  which  was  greatly  above  their  value. 
Liberty  for  the  company  to  trade  in  flaves  was  proclaimed 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  on  February  the  8  th :  and  the 
king's  receivers  fixed  the  fame  duties  at  Offra  as  at  y^J/em ; 
fuch  as  were  purchafed  of  the  king  paying  no  cuftoms  oc 
impofts  of  any  fort. 

The  jufiice  being  ready  to  fail  on  the  firfl:  of  March, 
waited  fqr  her  confort,  who  had  not  yet  completed  her  cargo. 
To  expedite  matters,  the  commodore  took  a  journey  to  court, 
attended  by  the  Sieur  Carlaf  and  Manage.    Neceflaries  for 
their  journey  were  provided  by  the  P hidalgo  of  Offra^  and 
the  captain  of  ftrangers  condufted  them  to  Jjfem.    Here 
he  was  lodged  in  the  French  apartments  in  the  palace,  and 
'  honoured  the  day  of  his  arrival  w^th  an  audience.    The  great 
captains  of  horfe  and  commerce  introduced  him  to  the  king^ 
who  was  feated  under  a  rich  canopy  in  a  great  armed  chair 
of  damaflc,  in  the  garden.'    This  prince  had  been  bred  in  a 
Portuguefe  convent,   where  he  imbibed  the  principles  of 
Chriflianity,;  but,  for  political  reafons,  concealed  them.    He 
dreaded  the  refentment  of  the  Marbut,  whofe  authority  with 
the  people  was  fo  great  as  might  have  made  him  totter  in  the    ' 
throne,  had  he  attempted  any  innovations  in  religion.    King  ' 
Tori/on^  for  that  was  his  name,  was  feventy  years  of  agfc, 
lufty,-  tall,  and  robuft,  with  large  and  lively  eyes.     Pene- 
tration,  wifdom,    and  good  fenie  appeared  in  his  counte* 
nance;  nor  did  his  converfation  falfify  thofe  firfl: iinpreflions. 
He  was  drefled  after  the  Perjian  fafliion,  with  tafFety  paans^ 
the  uppermoft  of  pinked  futtin,  with  a  girdle  of  broad  taf- 
fcty,  and  all  above  naked.    On  his  head  he  vf ore  a  coif  of 
...  '-■    '  ^    fine' 
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Hoe  Tmea,  edged  with  lace ;  over  which  he  wore  a  qrowij 
of  finely  poIiSied  ebqhy.     In  hi?  }iand  was  a  whip,  pro- 
bably a  truncheon^  with  a  black  handle,  curioufly  ornar 
mented.     After  kiifing  hands  with  his  majefty,  the  commo- 
dore w^s  feated  on  a  m^t  on  his  right  hand,  and  his  ofHcer$ 
ranged  on  mats  on  both  fides.     Compliments  being  Hnifhci}, 
the  commodore,  addreJTmg'hi^  majefty",  propofed  building  a 
faftory  in  the  French  manner,  that  erqftfid  by  the  captain  of 
:f:ommerce  being  neither  commodious  nor  fufEciently  large^ 
lie  told  th^  king,  that  it  would  te  the  greateft  fecurlty  to 
fiade  to  have  th(Bir  officers  protefted  and  their  goods  well 
jecured,  and  therefore  inti-eateid  his  royal  permiffion  to  enter 
vpon  this  firit  ftep  towards  both.  .  In  ahf^ver  to  this  the  king 
told  him,    that  the  officers  might  rely  oji  his  proteftion ', 
that  debts  cpntraGed  by  his  fubjefts  Ihould  be  paid  in  twenty- 
four  hours ;  and  that  the  faftory  fliould  be  enlarged ;  but  he 
refiifed  to  let  the  French  build.' '  "  You  will,",  fays  the  fen- 
fible  monarch,  **  p'cft  a  houfe  and  put  two  fmall  pieces  o£ 
t*  cannon  ki  it. at  (\r(i.    Next  year  you  will  mount  four  ;^ 
"  this  number  you  will  gradually  increafe,  till  in  a  fhort 
*'  time  your  faftory  \yill  become  a  fort,  that  fhall  make  you 
**  mafters  of  my  dominions,   and  enable  you  to  give  me 
"  Uw.'^'    This  he  accompanied  with  an  air  of  raillery  and 
good  humqur,  that  made  it  impoffible  for  the  commodore 
to  be  difpieafed  with  his  refufal.     After  this  his  majefty  ex^ 
prefled  great  furprizc  that  the  French  goods  did  not  exceed 
in  quality  the  Engiijb  and  Dutch.     The  commodore  replied, 
that  the  company  tried  th^  fuccefs  of  the  firft  voyage  w]th 
the  fame  effefts,  but  that  his  majefty  fhould  for  the  future  be' 
fupplied  with  the  moft  elegant  and  curious  merchandize.    He^ 
intreated  the  king  tq  name  what  would  be  moft  agreeable, 
and  his  majefty  mentioned  a  filver-hilted  fword  and  cutlafs,' 
large  mirrors,   the  fineft  linen,   laced  fhoes,  velvet  of  all; 
colours,  fparlet  cloth,  flippers,  filk  ftockings,   arid'  fcentecl; 
glove^.     Thefe  the  comnaodore  promif(?d  h^  would  bring  or 
fend  in  the  firft  fliip ;  and  in  the  mean  time  prefented  his 
majefty  with  a  fowling-p]ece,  and  caf<^  of  p.iftols  with  filvejr 
mountings,  a  prefent  that  was  well  received. 

The  king  propofed  a  vifit  to  the  prince,  and  accordingly 
the  commodore,  was  cqndufted  to  his  palace,  a  league  from 
the  capital,  by  the  captain  of  horfe  at  the  head  of  anhundred! 
troopers,  armed  wltK  b|underbufles  and,  fabres.     On  this^ 
.  occafion  the  prince  difpeafed  with  the  ceremonial  that  pro- ' 
hibits  people  of  high  rank  from' Receiving  vifits  in  the  morn- 
ing.    He  met  the  commodore  *in  the  audience-chamber, " 
which  ^^s  fpacious  and  handfome,  the  floor  covered  with  a. 
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rich  Turkey  carpet.     The  prince^  who  was  featcd  on  a  i^ati 
received  hitn  with  great  pditenefs,  and  familiarity;  called  JFor 
liquors,  drank  Ms  health,  and  .allured  him  in  the  kindef^ 
inanner  of  the  proteftion  he  had  promifed  him,     I'his  vifit  . 
pnded,   Monfieur  D'Etbee  fupped,   by  invitation,  with  the 
high-pridl.  ^  This  great  perfon's  age  was  about  forty,  of  aq 
agreeable  afpeft,  well  made  and  talK  .  He  received  the  cpm- 
inodote  with  more  formality  than  the  .princes  had  done,  buf 
with  as  much  politenefs.    The  fineft  clean  mats  were  fpres^d 
for  table  cloths  on  a  Turkey  carpet  that  covered  the  floor. 
Sattin  and  tafFety  cufhions  were  brought  in  for  the  guefts  tof 
jit  on ;  china  and  delft  plates,  with  fine  diaper  napkins,  were 
ferved  round;  and  the  repaft  confifted  of  ragouts,  boiled  and 
roafted  meats,  with  divers  kinds  of  liquors,  wines,  brandy, 
pito^  '&c.    Mufic  enlivened  the  entertainment,  and  Yoices 
were  heard  like  young  childrens  at  a  diflance,  which  corrc- 
iponded  like  the  echd  of  the  ftronger  voices,  and  were  ac- 
companied with  the  ringing  of  fmall  bells.     The  prieft,  per- 
ceiving the  commodore's  attention,  alked  his  opinion ;  and 
he  in  return  expreffed  his  aftoniftunent  and  delight  in  the 
childrens  finging.  ,  "  They  are  my  wives,"  replied  the  Mar- 
but,  '*  who  afford  you  this  amufement.     It  is  not  cuftoinary 
V  to  fhew  our  wives  j  but  to  convince  you  of  the  eflecm  I 
^*  .have  for  the  French^  I  will  give  you  the  fatisfaftion,  If  you^ 
**  pleafe."     The  commodore  thanking  him,   after  fupper 
the  prieft  condufted  the  company  to  a  high  gallery,  with  a 
window  into  the  hall  where  they  had  fupped.     Here  were 
feventy  or  eighty  women,  covered  only  with  tafFety  paans^ 
the  upper  part  of  th«  body  being  wholly  naked.     They  fat , 
in  rows  on  mats  at  the  ends  and  fides  of  the  gallery,  undif- 
turbed  and  unconcerned  at  the  entrance  of  the  company,  and 
continuing,  with  a  modeft  bafhful  look,  to  fing  and  play 
with  iron  rods  and  little  cylindrical  copper  bells.     A  figure 
of  a  child,  of  four  years  of  age,  flood  in  a  corner  of  the 
gallery.     It  was  painted  white,  and  well  caft.     The  com- 
modore ^Iked  whofe  image  it  was  ?    "  The  devil's,"  replied 
the  prieft.    *'  The  devil  is  not  white,"  faid  the  commodore : 
<*  that  1$  ypur  miftake,"  anfwered  the  prieft ;  "  for  I  can 
**  afTure  you  he  is. very  white,  having  often  fcen  and  con- 
**  verfed  ^ith  him."    He  added,  "  you  are  obliged  to  him ; 
*/  for  it  is  fix  months  fince  he  informed  me  of  the  defign  you 
^^  had  planned  in  France  of  opening  a  trade  here.     Pur- 
«'  fuant  to  his  advice  we  have  neglefted  other  Europeans, 
/*  that  you  might  the  fooner  have  your  cargo  completed." 
The  commodore  fupprefTed  his  fentiments  of  this  relation  of 
the  prelate's,  not  caring  to  enter  into  a  dispute,  which  it 
^-     '  would 
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Would  be  impoffiblp  to  it\tvxn^jDLt.  After  this  he  tpok  his  le^vc» 
and  the  pfieft  attended  him  to  his  hammock,  in  which' he 
obliged  ihc  commodore  to  place  himfelf  before  he  wquld 
iretura  to  the  palace.  Hcnc^  he  was  cfcorted  to  Offra  under 
a  Arong  guard ;  and  his  confort  having  obtained  her  full 
complement  of  flaves,  the  commodore  fet  fail  from  Ouineyl 
It  was  thought  convenient,  however,  that  the  Concord  fliould^ 
remain  a  few  dayf  behind  for  the  Sieur  Markge,  who  was 
putting  the  laft  hand  to  fome  affairs  of  the  company. 

The  Dutch^  apprehending  ih*c  Ipfs  o{  tlipi^  trade,  if  the 
French  fucceeded  in  their  defign  of  *cftabliftiing  i  fettlemcnt 
here,  did  aU  that  lay  in  their  power  to  tr^ycrfc  them ;  and, 
looked  with  envy  on  every  mark  ^f  civility  ^d  favour  the 
king  bcftowed  on  ^  Frenchman^    Hitherto  the  force  of  tlie 
commodore  kept  their  ref^pntnient  fron^  breaking  out;  but 
on  his  departure,  and  the  ^rival  of  two  pptcl^l^ps,  that 
jealous  people  began  t(>  give  full  fcopc  to  theix  fplcen.    Under 
pretence  of  an  exclufive  ^igHt  o^  trading,  they  pi^lled  dowa 
the  French  flag  at  Praya.     The  Sieur  Mariage  flew  with  his  ■ 
pec^le  to  opppf^  th^  ind^;nity,  aa,d  the  difpute  muft  have 
ended  in  bldod,  had  not  t]>e  P!^jj(£:ii^^in(i?rpofed,'and  threat- 
9ed  with  baniflim^nt  whoever  (hould  diftti'rb  the^  public 
tranquillity.     Expreflcs  were  difpatched  ta  court  with  re-; 
monftranccs  from  the  P hidalgo '^  tt(p  affair  was  referred  to 
the  king,  and  both  parties  fununoncd  io^Jem'  i^hea  they; 
came  here,  new  difputes  arpfe  concerning  precedency,  that 
fiill  more  embroiled  the  king  and  council,  already  perplexed. 
Mariage  declared  he  would  run  the  2)r//f  A  faftor  through  ^ 
the  body,  if  he  prefumcd  to  go  before  liim.  ■  The  prince - 
prevented  the  quarrel  from  rifiijg  to  extremities,  by  cbnduft-  • 
ing  the  Frenchman  to  audience  on  his  right  hand,  and  the/ 
Dutchman  on  the  left.     The  king^appr6ving  the  expedient, 
placed  the  parties  accordingly,  atid:  itdmtttea  their  remon-r 
Srances.     The  Dutchman  could  not  deny  the  fuperiority 
aflumed  by  the  French,  and  acknowleged  by  dlXFiurofey  over 
the  States  General,  but  he  infifted  upon  his  right!  in  confe-' 
^   quence  of  a  prior  fettlement  at  Ardrah.    -Mariage  publiftied 
the  republic's  original,  and  declared,  to  w^om  ;jthey  owed/ 
their  liberty  and  very  beiQg.    Both  parties  grew  warm,  when « 
the  king  commanding  filence,  fpoke  to  this  effeft.    '*  Addrefs/ 
"  yourfelves  to  your  mafters;  let  them  regulate  the  prece-; 
«  dency  and  rights  of  their  fervants;  it  doth  hot  become,- 
"  me,  who  am  ignorant  of  their  circumftances  and  power." 
*'  The  date  of  fettlements  feems  to  determine  the  precedency  • 
"  in  favour  of  the  Dutch ;  but  the  great  things  I  have  heard 
f*  9f  and  the  power  ^fcribed  to  the  French  moiiarch^  incline. 
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**  mc  to  infringe  this  right,  rather  than  be  wanting  lo 
•*  refpeft  to  fo  great  a  king,  I  therefore  forbid  flags  to 
***  both,  and  all  occafions  of  frefh  difputcs,  till  you  receive 
**  the  decifion  of  your  fuperiors.  You  are  both  but  traders  in 
*•  my  dominions,  and  It  would  better  become  you  to  vie  in 
*^  iiiduftry,  diligence,  and  honefty,  than  in  oftentation  and 
*V  vanity.  I  intend  to  he  fully  acquainted  with  the  grandeur 
•*  of  the  Frenclf  king,  and  to  allure  him  of  my  regard : 
**  wherefore  I  appoint  my  royal  interpreter  ambaflador  to 
"  him ;  and,  turning  to  Alariage,  recommend  his  fafe  con- 
**  duft  thither  to  you.  In  the  mean  time  my  pleafure  is,* 
*«  that  you  embrace  before  me,  that  you  eat  together,  live, 
*«  in  harmony,  znd  French  and  Dutch  be  but  as  one  nation." 
The  ecjuity  and  ftrong  fenfe  of  the  royal  reproof  and  decifioa 
enforced  a  compliance.  Mutual  embraces  fucceeded ;  th« 
prince,  highly  pleafed,  entertained  both  parties  with  great 
magnificence  ;  and  the  king,  who  ordered  viftuals  from  his 
table,  would  have  been  prefent  but  for  thofe  ceremonials  and 
clogs  on  felicity,  in  fupport  of  dignity,  The  Sieur  Mariage^ 
had  afterwards  a  long  audience  of  the  king,  in  prefence 
only  of  the  prince  and  the  royal  interpreter,  now  ambaf- 
fador. 

Mariage,  having  thus  happily  fucceeded  in  all  he  defired, 
embarked,  with  the  ambaflador,  on  board  the  Concord^  who 
had  now  a  cargo  of  600  flai'es.  The  ambaflador  was  a  man 
far  advanced  in  years,  but  upright  in  his  gait.  He  had  a 
good  countenance,  with  a  bold  manly  air  and  ppllte  addrefe. 
He  was  at  this  time  fccretary  of  ftate  and  royal  interpreter, 
a  place  of  great  truft  and  honour  5  had  often  reprefented  the 
king  at  the  cburts  of  Benin  and  Oyeo^  was  perfeftly  ac- 
quainted with  the  manners,  cuftoms,  governments,  and  in- 
terefts  of  all  the  furrounding  ftates ;  fpoke  the  Portuguefe 
language  fluently,  and  was  inquifltive  in  his  inquiries,  bilt 
dole  in  anfwlers,  a  courtier  in  complaifance,  but  a  flatefman 
in  filence :  in  a  word,  he  was  a  man  agreeable  to  ftrangers 
upon  indiflerent  topics,  and  fit  to  be  irufted  by  his  mafter 
with  fubjefts  of  the  higheft  importance.  He  had  been  in- 
ftruAed  in  the  principles  of  the  Chriflian  religion,  aflifted  at  . 
mafs  with  great  devotion,  and  promifed  to  be  baptized  upon 
the  king's  admitting  miflionaries  into:  his  dominions.  Three 
of  his  wives  only  and  three  of  his  younger  fons  attended 
him,  with  eight  domeftics.  They  arrived  after  a  happy 
voyage  at  Martinico,  where  they  were  well  entertained  by 
the  governor  and  direftor  general,  and  provided  with  pro- 
per neceflaries  for  their  voyage  to  France,  where  they  arrived 
'kLFebraifry  1670. 
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bk  the  ambaflador's  landing  oxDieppe^  the  governor  of  the 
town  entertained  him  with  the  grcateft  magnificence.     The 
direftor,  informed  of  his  arrival,  ordered  Ac  HStel  de  Lagnes 
for  his  reception  and  refidence.    He  was  received  at  St.  Den- 
nis by  proper  attendants,  with  an  equipage  of  two  coached 
and  fix  horfes,  by  whom  he  was  condudled  to  Paris.    There 
he  was  complimented  on  his  arrival  by  the  Wt/i  India  com- 
pany, and  the  king  fent  a  gentleman  to  attend  him  where- 
ever  he  went.     He  afked  the  Sieur  D'Elbee  and  other  officers 
of  the  company,  who  had  informed  him  that  the  king  would 
give  him  audience  at  Paris y  **  whether  he  had  not  done 
**  wrong  in  going  out  the  day  before,  and  feeing  any  thing 
•*  before  he  had  feen  the  king,  and  executed  the  principjil 
"  intention  of  his  ambaffy?    I  will  go  abroad  no  more,-" 
faid  he,  "  till  I  have  waited  on  the  greateft  king  in  the  uni^ 
«  verfe,  except  my  mafter."     The  direftors  of  the  com- 
J)any  had  vifited  him  in  a  body,  and  expatiated  largely  oil 
the  virtues,  power,  and  potency  of  Lewis ;  infinuating  the 
difference  there  was  between  a  company  protefted  by  fo  great 
a  king  and  the  Dutch.    He  told  the  interpreter^  **  that  by 
"  what  he  had  feen,  he  believed  no  country  in  Europe  was 
**  equal  to  France :  that  the  manner  in  which  he  was  treated^ 
"  convinced  him  of  the  dignity  of  the  company,  and  the 
**  faUhood  of  the  afperfions  thrown  upon  them  by  the  envi- 
*'  ous  Dutch  ;"  adding,  "  I  muft  have  the  honour  of  fee^ 
"  ing  and  afluring  the  king,  that  the  kingdom  of  Ardrah  is^ 
*'  wholly  his,  and  its  ports  and  trade  at  the  company's  fer- 
**  vice,"    To  a  direftor,  who  enquired  aftec  his  healtl^.  He 
anfwered,  "  that  from  indifferent  it  was  become  better,  fince 
*^  he  had  feen  the  gentlemen 'of  the  company,  and  it  would 
"  be  quite  eftablifhed  after  he  had  the  honour  of  feeing  thci 
**  king."     The  air,  rich  clothings  and  arms  of  the  muf- 
queteers  and  Gens  des  Armes^  drawn  up  on  the  day  of  the 
audience  in  the  courtsof  the  Tuilleries,  furprifed  and  greatly 
attrafted  his  attention :   nor  was  he  lefs  pleafed  with  the 
king's  curiofities  and  immenfe  riches,  difplayed  in  order  for 
his  view,  on  large  tables  in  the  hall  of  the  lower  apartments^ 
On  being  afked  his  fentiments,  he  faid,  "  that  he  was  going 
**  to  fee  the  king,  whofe  fplendor  would  throw  a  fhade  on 
^'  all  he  had  feen."     Lewis,  diftinguifhed  by  a  profufion  of 
diamonds  on  his  robes,  was  feated  on  a  throne  raifed  oft  an 
eflradc  of  feveral  fteps,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  gallery, 
which  was  crowded  with  perfons  of  diflinftion.    He  had  the 
dauphin  on  his  right  hand^  ^nd  the  duke  of  Orleans  on  his 
.  left :  lower  on  each  fide  flood  -the  princes  of  the  blood,  and 
the  dukes  and  peers  of  France  below  them ;  the,  whole  foriii-' 
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ing  the  moft  brilliant,  circle  of  ^ny  court  in'  the  uiiivisrfe. 
The  ambaflador  in .  advancing  made  three  profound  bows, 
and,  being  mounted  on  the  eftrade,  proftrated  himfelf  at 
the  king's  feet,  his  fons  doing  the^fame  behind  him,  with 
a  politenefs  of  manner  that  aftoniftied  the  whole  court.  He 
then  raifed  his  head  a  little  to  begin  his  compliments,  which 
he  exprefled  gracefully  in  the  following  words.  "  The  king 
•**  of  Ardrah^  my  matter,  having  heard  the  wonders  fame 
•**  has  proclaimed  of  your  toajefty,  and  being  ambitious  to 
•*  gain  your  favour,  has  fent  me  to  offer  himfelf  and  his 
**  kingdom  to  your  majefty."  The  king  made  him  rife,  and 
obferving  fome  confufion  in  his  face,  and  a  paper  in  his  hand, 
aflccd  what  it  was  ?  The  Sieur  D'Elbee  anfwered,  that  the 
ambajflTador,  apprehending  th^t  his  majcfty*s  grandeur  would 
awe  him  fo  much  as  to  diforder  his  fpeech,  had  defired  him 
tlieday  before  to  tranflate  his  memorial  into  French,  in  order' 
to  be  read,  if  his  majefty  pleafed.  Accordingly  the  Sieur 
D'EibeeTQzd  it  aloud,  by  his  majefty's  permiilion,  arid  in  the 
following  words : 

"  Sire, 

**  The  king  of  Ardrah  and  Alghemt,  my  fovereign, 
"  **  named  me  ambaflador,  to  offer  and  alTure  your  majefly, 
.  **  that  his  dominions,  ports,  and  trade  are  at  your  fervice,  , 

•  •*  and  open  to  your  fubjefts.  In  confirmation  of  which, 
**  and  to  cement  the  friendfhip  he  is  inclined  to  enter  upon 
**  with  your  majefty,  my  fovercign  declares,  that  for  the_ 
V  future  the  company  fhall  pay  no  nwre  cuftoms  than  24. 
••  llavfcs.  This  is  lefs  coiifiderably  than  the  Portuguefe  for- 
*•  merly,  and  the  Engli/b,  Spaniards,  Danes,  and  Swedes  ^^t 

'  **  prcfent  pay  :  it  is  even  upon  an  equaUty  with  the  Dutoh^ 
**  who  have  been  long  engaged  in  a  treaty  of  commerce  wijh 

•  •'  Wdmh\    lam  further  ordered, to  afTure  your  majefty,  that 
*■  **  my  fovcreign  will  proteft  your  fubjefts  againft  the  Dutch, 

<*  and  prefer  Frenchmen  to  them,  wherever  it  can  be  done 
•*  confiftently  with  that  juftice  he  owes, to  all  nations  in  alli- 
•*  ance  with  him  :  and  he  engages  to  bad  French  fhips 
*'  before  the  Dutch  (hall  be  permitted  to  purchafe  a  fmglc 
"  flave. 

"  In  a  difpute  about  precedency,  the  king,  in  diftinftioa 
•*  to  fo  great  a  monarch,  placed  your  majefty's  fervant  on 
•*  his  right  hand,  and  lodged*  him  in  his  palace,  while  the 
**  prince  entertained  the  Dutchman,  who  was  placed  on  t^e 
"  left.  My  fovereign  deiires  to  know  of  your  majefty  the 
"  honour  due  to  your  majefty's  flag,  that  he  may  order 
*'  them  to  be  obferved  throughout  his  kingdoms ;  and  he 

**  requefts 
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*'  requeft^  of  you  to  fend  two  religious  men,  to  inffa-uft  lut 
*^  fubjcAs  in  the  tenets  of  Chriftianity.  The  principles  are 
•*  already  fupcrficially  knoim  to  many  <rf  them,  who  have 
'^  in  confequence  embraced  the  true  faith.  I  am  ordered  to 
'  **  prefent  my  two  fons  to  your  majefty ;  to  requeft  your 
"  acceptance  of  them,  and  of  two  hangers,  two  Haffagaysi 
«*  a  veft  and  carpet.  The  advintagcs  my  children  muft  rc- 
•*  ceive  in  the  fervice  of  fo  great  a  mbnarch  I  fhall  efieem 
**  my  grcateft  felicity.  My  fovereign  sdfo  requcfts  your  ma- 
•*  jefty's  belief,  that  if  his  country  had  produced  any  thing 
•*  more  curious,  and  which  he  would  have  thought  more 
•*  acceptable,  it  ftiould  have  beea  fent  to  your  majcfty  with 
•*  joy,  as  he  defires  nothing  fo  eameftly  as  to  perfuade  the 
**  king  of  France^  that  he  is  alfo  king  of  Ardrah  as  much  as 
•*  the  reigning  fovereign." 

Lewis  liftened  to  his  fpeech  with  attention,  anfwering 
the  ambaflador,  that  he  was  highly  obliged  to  his  brother  of 
Arirah  for  his  genteel  compliments,  and  for  fending  an  am* 
bailador  whofe  perfon  was  fo  agreeable  to  him :  that  he 
.  '  accepted  the  prefent  of  his  children,  whom  he  would  take 
under  his  own  care  and  proteftion,  when  he  left  Paris  :  as 
to  trade,  he  referred  him  to  the  direftors  of  the  company. 
The  fign  then  being  made  to  withdraw,  the  ambafliutor 
again  profh-ated  himfelf  at  the  king's  feet,  made  a  low 
reverence  when  he  rofe  up,  and  retired  backwards  till  he  I^ 
made  the  third  bow  at  the  gallery  door,  whence  he  was  cob- 
^(kd  by  the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  in  the  lung's  coachi^ 
to  the  Htteldes  Lagnes. 

A  FEW  days  after  the  Sieur  de  Bellijle  attended  the  am- 
bafTador,  with  the  fame  retinue,  to  an  audic;pce  of  the  queen. 
*  The  captain  of  the  guard  in  waiting  received  him  at  the 
entry  of  the  hall,  and  the  queen,  drefled  in  jewels  as  far  as 
mourning  parmitted,  amidft  the  princefles  and  ladies  of  her 
court,  received  him  in  her  chamber.    His  excellency  made 
three  fteps  towards  her  majefty,  at  each  of  which  he  bowed 
profoundly,  and  then  proftrated  himfelf  wi^  his  vdves  and 
children,  expreffing  their  reverence  by  the  clapping  of  their 
'  hands.    The  ambaflador  made  his  compliments  in  PartU' 
giufe ;  and  the  queen  having  obliged  him  to  rife,  aofwertd 
him  with  greiat  fweetnefs  in  Spanijb.,    He  made  a  fecond 
profhation,  and  three  bows  in  his  retreat  y  and  was  after- 
wards Introduced  by  the  duke  de  Monfancier  to  the  dau- 
phin; the  fame  ceremonies  being  obferved.    In  his  con- 
'       pUments  to  the  dauphine  he  politely  mentioned  the  haf^i- 
ndls  the  duke  de  Montancur  enjoyed,  in  being  honoured  with 
the  educ^cioQ  of  the  firft  prince  in  the  univei&.    He  tsM 
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^»^  ike  iit8p}iih;  ttet;  die  prince  xvfd  t£  ArdrJ^bki^  com- 
f^  faafidcd  him  taafTurehim  of  his  lefpefts;  chtt  he  dcgrel  hit 
V  efleem  and  fiiadAip«  which  he  would  cttdmrpiur  to  flMint ; 
3^  and  pi«ieDt»lth|9  danphin  wkh  the  arms  fept  by  the  prince. 

-  'HttcooipIimehtBiintaiifwcfed  with  that  gra^^ 

-  Jicr  pendiar  to  the  daciphia  ;  upon  nt^hich  tlyi  aaabafladqr 
'  was  cecpnduCted  t»  Yh  zfwmatlts.  The  grctteft  chrtlitles 
;  fwto  JbevB.  Uni  by  the  Idog'a  odhiifters  and  tht  iordt  of  the 
^  reouty  who  fiecarqed  his  vrnts •  He  was  efiiertatood  with  a 
i^  hnqpiefitntadoa  ai  La  fiflm  ie  Piirrt^  aad  ra^altd  .at  i^^mfcaf* 
^  *jbf  i^  the  direfiors  ot  die;<:ompany.  He  tuA  hU  couatry- 
:>(  aaea  irould  take  him  for  a  liar  wb<a  he  rebted  whst  he  had 
r.  (eoi  ip  Frsnu.  Foar  tables  of  tywtve  oovcrs  eacnh  were  pro- 
t  tided,  aod  ierved  in  the  moft  elegant  manner.    He  was 

feared  with  the  king's  gcntlemaa  and  fome  dtr^ors  At  the 
:  firft  (able ;  his  bf6&  were  {^aced  at^  fteoiad;  -his  tbrtt  wives 
:   with  fooieiadies  at  the  third;  and  a  dire£lor  with  other 
:   giiefts  al  the  fourth.    His  good  feafe,  poi^nefs,  andfobrietv 
wcK  the  adoriration  of  all  preient.    He  iecmed  pleafed  with 
:   eve^  thing)  but  fupprefliui  his  woad^r,  and  refeo^led  a 
\.   connoifleur  running  over  a  gallery  of  fine  paintings,  where 
all  the  pieces  ftruck  him  rather  by  their  eKcdlency  than  their 
: .  novelty.     Aftpr  dinner  he  was  carried  to  Vincenmsy  where 
:;    the  fpadoufnefs  of  the  apartments,  the  HdhAefs  of  the  farni- 
,    ture,  aod  the  elegance  pf  the  tafte,  made  liim  £iy»  ^*  that, 
\    "  after  fedng  France^  it  was  unneceflary  to  vifit  the  reft  of 
"  the  worldu"    He  was  recomdudted  fr&m  Tinannes  by 
torch-light,  which  furprifed  him  more  than  any  thing  he  had 
:    feen,  and  made  him  fay,  ^'  thtilt  ki  France  they  had  the  art 
'*  df  alteriag  the  eocirfe  of  nature.''     H^  fpent  a  few  da.vs 
;    afterwards  isi  view^ig  the  palaces  and  leasts  round  Pans, 
Crowds  attended  him  to  t^  leirie  of  M.  DeLionne^  fecratary 
;    of  ftate  £or  fordgQ  affiiirs«     There  he  dedared  publicly, 
**  that  it. was  his  duty,  as  he  came  to  offer  the  king  of 
*'  France  ^the  domioioas  and  fenriGes  of  the  king  4iis  maikr, 
^<  to  beg  duat  M.  De  Litmne  wottld  promote  the  ccM^r^fpondence 
^*  by  his  ipod  offices  \  and  that  he  entertained  great  hopes 
**  from  his  merit  and  zeal  iov  the  honour  of  the  king  his 
'^  Ibyereign/'    M.  De  Lmne  havmg  •  promifed  Ms  interei!, 
made  fqveral  enquiries  concerning  the  number  of  ports,  the 
extent  of.  idiekiagdom  ofArdt^i,  and  whether  k  was  much 
*cxpoled  to  wars  ?  To  which  his  excellency  anfwirtfd,  **  that 
*'  his  maftor's  dominions  towards  the  fea  were  fmall,  but 
•*••  of  .great  inland  extent,  and  a  fortnight's  journey;     That 
"  there  were  no  ports  on  the  coaft  of  Guiney ;  roads  only, 
^  where  fliipping  fuf&red  but  little  from  the  furfs  of  the  (ea, 
.    ftloD.  Hist.  Vol.  XVI.  I  i  "  and 
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<<  and-  tdnpefts  vere  rare;  *  As  to  war,  he  iaid,  that  the 
'^  king  of  Ardrah  W2S  often  involved  in  quarrels  with 
'<  potent  ndghbonrSy  and  on  ihob  occafions  headed  a  nir- 
*'  meroQS  army  of  well-armed  and  di£dplined  horfe  and 
><  foot."  Upon  taking  leave  he  was  carried  to  the  com- 
pany's hotel,  where  the  direffcors  recdved  him  in  a  body« 
On  this  QCcaGon  he  told  then^  ^*  that  he  had  Umg  vnfbti 
**  for  thk  (^[>pertunity  to  thank  them  for  the&vonrs  he  had 
i**  received ;  that  his  grattcude  woold  be  perpetual,  and  that 
*'  they  might  always  e0eem  him  thm  zeabus  and  ob%ed 
**  fervant.'^  The  direftors  concluded  their  Compliment  with 
•thankii^  him  for  the  difpatcb  given  by  the  king  of  Ardrah 
to  their  fhips  Ctmcord  and  Jujlice ;  for  the  grant  of  a  iettie- 
meht  in  his  dominions;  and  finiihed  the  audience  ^ith  the 
following  propofals  in  regard  to  trade. 

''  ift.  That  the  oMnpany's  ihips  trading  to  Ardrah  ihall 
'*'  enjoy  a  preference  to  thofe  of  all  other  nations. 

•  f'  ad.  That  inftead  of  dghty  their  duties  (hall  am(»int 
.*'  to  no  more  than  twenty^ur  flaves ;  and^  that  this  duty 
^'  fiudl  be  put  on  the  iame  footing  as  in  the  time  of  the 

•  •*  PGrtuguefc.  - 

'*  3d.  That  the  )ux%t£  Ardrah  fhall  oblige  his  fubjefis 
'*  indebted  to  the  company  to  render  fpeedy  payment. 

<^  4th.  That  the  faAors  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  give 
*^  credit  to  any  grandees  whom  they  have  reafon  to  believe 
•*  uncapable  of  payment. 

•*  5th.  That  leave  be  granted  to  cover  the  magaaancs 
"  and  faftory  with  tiles,  inftead  of  ft  raw;  to  prevent  the 
**  dapger  to  which  it  is  hourly  expbfed  from  fire. 

<*  6th.  That  the  king  will  be  pleafed  to  take  the  cont- 
**  pany'd  faftory  and  efTedls  under  his  protection/' 

These  articles  granted,  the  company  ftiall  engage  to  keep 
the  warehoufes  ftocked  with  goods  to  the  value  of  500 
flaves  above  the  common  call ;  to  fend-  fliips  yearly,. and  to 
trade  with  no  other  prince  for  the  fame  commodities. 

The  ambaflador  agreed  to  all  befides  the  firft  and  fifth 
articles :  but  anfwered  to  the  firft,  that,  if  the  company  would 
deal  only  with  the  king,  he  could  aflure  them  of  the  pre- 
ference they  propofed.  ^  As  to  the  fifth,  he  faid,  that  all  his 
intereft  with  his  m^er^thould  be  ufed  to  obtain  it ;  bn^  he 
coiild  not  infure  fuccefs>  as  his  majefty  feemed  fixed  in  his 
refolution  to  prohibit  their  building.  A  duplicate  of  the 
negotiation  was  drawn  in  French  and  Portuguefe^  which 
was  figned  and  kept  by  both  parties.  He  prefented  the 
company  with  a  carpet  of  the  bark  of  trees,  manufaAuredat 
Ardrah ;  in  return  for  which  he  received  a  large  looldng- 
8  glafs 
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glafs  in  a  copper  frame  gilt :  after  i^hich  the  direAors  con- 
dvded  him  to  a  coach  in  waiting.  His  excellency,  having 
had  his  audience  of  leave,  left  Paris  in  the  middle  of  Fetru* 
ary  1671;  his  charges  to  Havre^  wha'e  two  (hips  vraited 
,  his  arrival,  being  d&ayed  by  the  lung.  Upon  feeing  the 
prefents  of  Lewis  to  his  mafter,  he  cried  out,  **  there  is 
*'  bat  one  monarch  in  the  \i^rld ;  all  kings  muft  yidd  to 
«'  the  king  of  France :  my  mafter  will  never  believe  what  I 
"  tell  him ;  he  will  even  doubt  of  what  he  Ihall  fte.'*  The 
prefents  were  committed  to  the  care  of  Carhf^  who,  after 
the  arrival  of  the  (hips  at  Ardrah^  injurioufly  fufpe£ted  the 
\amba(rador's  intention  of  converting  fome  of  them  to  his 
own  ufe.  There  never  appeared  the  fmalleft  foundation  of 
proof  for  this  j^alonfy ;  and  the  indignity  fo  fhing  the  ambaf- 
fador,  that,  forgetting  his  refpcA  tor  the  French  nation,  he 
ufed  all  his  intereft  ^th  the  king  to  their  prejudice.  Fortu-  -  , 
lately  for  the  company,  the  king  was  wholly  employed  in  a 
civil  war  that  had  blocked  up  the  paflages  for  carrying  flaves 
to  C^ra.  Before  the  war  was  ended  the  minlfter  died,  the 
prefents  were  returned  to  Franc e^  and  the  company  enjoyed 
a  fort  of  trade  till  the  revolution  we  have  mentioned  was 
brought  about  by  the  brave  king  of  Dahmay. 


End  of^  the  Sixteenth  Volume,^;/: \ 
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